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I.  Einleitung, 

1.  Oberlieferung. 

Wie  beliebt  die  Canterbury  Tales,  das  Hauptwerk  Geoffrey  Chaucers  (geb.  um 
1340,  gest.  1400),  des  groftten  englischen  Dichters  des  Mittelalters  und  ersten  Humoristen, 
war,  beweist  vor  allem  die  Tatsache,  daft  noch  iiber  60  Handschriften  derselben,  teils 
vollstandig,  teils  nur  Bruchstiicke  enthaltend,  vorhanden  sind,  die  zwar  gruppenweise 
in  gewissem  verwandtschaftlichen  Verhaltnis  miteinander  stehen,  von  denen  jedoch 
kaum  eine  als  direkte  Vorlage  einer  andern  angesehen  werden  kann,  so  dafi  im 
15.  Jahrhundert,  dem  sie  alle  angehoren,  iiber  100  Exemplare  verbreitet  gewesen 
sein  miissen.  Und  daft  Chaucer  auch  in  spaterer  Zeit  sich  einer  steten  Verehrung 
erfreut  hat,  geht  aus  den  zahlreichen  Drucken  dieser  Dichtung  in  Einzel-  oder  Ge- 
samtausgaben  seiner  Werke  hervor,  von  denen  die  von  Caxton,  Pynson  und 
Wynkyn  de  Worde  noch  in  demselben  Jahrhundert  entstanden,  dem  im  16.  und 
17.  die  von  Thynne,  Stowe  und  Speght,  im  18.  die  von  Urry,  Tyrwhitt, 
Bell,  im  19.  die  von  Th.  Wright,  R.  Morris  u.  a.  folgten.*)  Die  eigentlich 
kritische  Periode  fur  die  Erforschung  des  Textes  und  seine  Erklarungen  beginnt  aber 
.erst  mit  der  Griindung  der  Chaucer-Society  im  Jahre  1868,  deren  unermudlicher  Leiter 
F.  J.  Furnivall  (f  1910)  zunachst  fiir  einen  diplomatisch  genauen  Abdruck  der  von 
ihm  fiir  die  sechs  besten  gehaltenen  Hss.  der  C.T.  in  dem  sog.  Six-Text  sorgte. 
Die  Lucken  dieser  fiillte  er  aus  verschiedenen  andern  Codices  aus  und  fiigte  spater 
noch  zwei  Einzeldrucke,  1885  das  Harl.  Ms.  7334,  1901  das  Cambr.  Ms.  Dd.  hinzu. 
Aber  trotz  dieser  wertvollen  Veroffentlichungen  fiihlte  man  doch,  daft  eine  wirklich 
kritische  Textausgabe  nicht  ausfuhrbar  sei,  wenn  man  nicht  auch  die  iibrigen  Mss., 
ob  von  friiher  her  bekannt  oder  neuerdings  entdeckt,  in  irgendeiner  Weise  dabei 
beriicksichtigte.  Dieser  umfangreichen  Aufgabe  unterzog  sich  nun  Jul.  Zupitza 
seit  dem  Jahre  1891,  und  zwar  wahlte  er  die  Pardoner's  Tale  zu  diesem  Zwecke,  da 
gerade  in  dieser  die  schon  bemerkten  erheblichen  Abweichungen  einer  Anzahl  von 
Texten  voneinander  die  beste  Ausbeute  versprachen.  So  beschaffte  dann  Furnivall 
die  Abschriften  der  diesen  Abschnitt  enthaltenden  alten  Hss.  und  altesten  Drucke,  die 
Z.  in  iibersichtlicher  Weise  gruppierte.**)  Doch  war  es  diesem  Gelehrten  nicht  ver- 
gonnt,  sein  begonnenes  Werk  zu  Ende  zu  fiihren,  dessen  Vollendung  nach  seinem 
unerwartet  friihen  Tode  dann  mir  iibertragen  wurde,  worauf  ich  diese  Untersuchungen 
noch  dadurch  zum  Abschluft  brachte,  dafi  ich  auch  diejenigen  Mss.,  welche  nicht  die 
'Pard.  T.  enthielten,  einer  eingehenden  Vergleichung  mit  den  bereits  publizierten  unter 
zog,  wozu  mir  der  Text  der  Clerk's  Tale  diente.***)  Aber  noch  fehlte  eine  ebenso 


*)  Nahere  Angaben  s.  in  Eleanor  Hammond's  Chaucer,  A  Bibliographical  Manual, 
New  York  1908,  S.  H4ff.  u.  202 ff.,  ein  Werk,  das,  trotz  einzelner  Mangel,  als  nutzliches 
Nachschlagebuch  zu  empfehlen  ist. 


**)  Specimens   of  all  accessible  Mss.   of  the  Pardoner's  Prologue   and  Tale;    Chaucer 
ety,  I.  Series,  LXXXI,  LXXXV— LXXXVIII,  XCI. 
***)  Ebd.  XCII— XCV,  XCVII. 
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genaue  Durchforschung  des  andern  Teils  der  C.  T.,  die  ich,  urspriinglich  im  Auftrage 
der  Ch.-Gesellschaft  unternomtnen,  erst  kiirzlich  nach  jahrelanger  muhevoller  Arbeit 
fertig  gestellt  habe.*)  Freilich  habe  ich  mich  dabei  auf  jene  bisher  vollstandig  ver- 
offentlichten  acht  Hss.  des  Six -Text  und  der  beiden  Einzeldrucke  beschrankt,  da  die 
Heranziehung  der  ubrigen  ca.  55  Mss.**)  einen  Zeit-  und  Kostenaufwand  verlangt 
hatte,  den  ein  einzelner  nie  hatte  bestreiten  konnen.  Uberdies  zeigen  die  bis  jetzt 
erlangten  Ergebnisse  der  Vergleichung,  daG  wir  auch  ohne  einen  solchen  gewaltigen 
Apparat  bezuglich  der  Herstellung  eines  kritischen  Textes  auf  ziemlich  festen  FiiGen 
stehen,  da  keine  der  sonst  vorhandenen  Hss.,  nach  den  erwahnten  Proben  zu  urteilen, 
einen  zuverlassigeren  Text  bietet  als  den,  welchen  die  vollstandig  abgedruckten  Co 
dices  enthalten,  die  auGerdem  noch  Reprasentanten  aller  Hauptgruppen  der  ver- 
schiedenen  Uberlieferungen  sind. 

DemgemaG  baut  sich  der  Text  der  vorliegenden  Ausgabe  im  wesentlichen  auf 
folgenden  Hss.  auf,  statt  deren  genaueren  Beschreibung  ich  auf  FurnivalPs  Temporary 
Preface,  8.44 — 85,  und  MiG  Hammond's  Manual,  S.  I5off.,  der  Kurze  halber  verweise : 

Im  Six-Text:  I.  das  Ellesmere  Ms.  (E.);  2.  das  Hengwrt  Ms.  (He.);  3.  das  Ms. 
Gg.  4.27  in  der  Universitatsbibliothek  zu  Cambridge  (G.),  4.  das  Ms.  im  Corpus  Christi 
College  zu  Oxford  (C.);  5.  das  Petworth  Ms.  (P.);  6.  das  Lansdowne  Ms.  (L.);  als 
Einzeldrucke:  7.  das  Harleian  Ms.  7534  (H.4);  8.  das  Ms.  Dd.  4.24  in  der  Uni 
versitatsbibliothek  zu  Cambridge  (D.). 

Von  diesen  sind,  bis  auf  einzelne  versehentliche  oder  willkurliche  Auslassungen, 
wirklich  vollstandig  erhalten  nur  E.,  P.  und  L.,  wahrend  alle  iibrigen  durch  Aus- 
reiGen  mehrerer  Blatter,  besonders  am  Schlusse,  mehr  oder  weniger  verstummelt 
sind,  woriiber  sich  na'here  Angaben  in  den  Lesarten  vorfmden. 

Zur  Ausfiillung  dieser  Lucken  hat  sich  nun  Furnivall  verschiedener  anderer  Hss. 
bedient,  von  denen  besonders  die  folgenden  in  Betracht  kommen  und  daher  ge- 
legentlich  in  den  Varianten  zitiert  werden:  9.  das  Egerton  Ms.  2726  (Eg.),  das  fur  D. 
eintritt;  10.  Additional  Ms.  5140  (Ad.);  u.  das  Oxforder  Christ  Church  Ms.  152  (Ch.); 
12.— 14.  die  Harleian  Mss.  1758  (H.2),  7333  (H.3),  7335  (H.5);  15.  das  Lichfield  Ms. 
(Li.);  1 6.— 17.  die  Royal  Mss.  17.  D.xv  (R.1)  und  18.  C.II  (R.2);  18.  das  Selden  Ms. 
B.  14  (Se.);  20.  das  Shane  Ms.  1685  (SI.). 

Die  hauptsachlichsten  Ergebnisse  der  Vergleichung  dieser  Hss.  sind  nun,  daft  sie 
sich  in  zwei  Typen  spalten,  A  und  B  genannt,  welche  zusammen  auf  dieselbe  ver- 
lorene,  nicht  mehr  fehlerfreie  Quelle  zuriickgehen,  die  direkt  aus  dem  Original  des 
Dichters  geflossen  sein  mag.  Zum  A-Typus,  der  unzweifelhaft  der  bessere  ist,  ge- 
horen  E.,  He.,  G.,  Eg.,  Ad.,  Ch.,  zum  B-Typus,  der  haufigere  Verderbnis  zeigt,  C., 
P.,  L.,  H.4, 2, 3,  3,  R.1, 2,  Li.,  Se.,  SI.  Von  diesen  Hss.  stehen  zueinander  in  naherer 
Beziehung,  d.  h.  vereinigen  sich  zu  Gruppen  und  Untergruppen  E.  mit  He.,  D.  mit  Eg., 
Ad.  mit  Ch.;  C.  mit  L.  und  P.;  ferner  C.  mit  L.  und  H.3,  P.  wiederum  mit  H.2, 
R.1,  2,  Li.,  SI.,  wahrend  G.,  H.4,  Se.  keine  naheren  Verwandten  in  den  aufgezahlten 
Hss.  aufzuweisen  haben.  Die  Erkenntnis  dieser  Verhaltnisse  wird  freilich  mitunter 
dadurch  verdunkelt,  daB  einige  Codices  an  gewissen  Stellen  die  Lesarten  einer  andern 
Gruppe,  als  der,  zu  welcher  sie  in  den  Grundziigen  gehoren,  angenommen  haben, 
ja,  daG  bisweilen  der  EinfluG  von  mehr  als  einer  weiteren  Vorlage  in  ein  und  der- 
selben  Hs.  ersichtlich  ist;  so  finden  wir  solche  Kontanimationen  in  He.  mit  der  ge- 
meinsamen  Quelle  von  C.L.P.,  von  C.  und  P.  mit  einer  Hs.  des  A-Typus  usw. 

*)  A  Detailed  Comparison  of  the  Eight  Manuscripts  of  Chaticer's  Canterbury  7*ales  as 
completely  printed  in  the  Publications  of  the  Chaucer- Society.     Heidelberg  1913. 

**)  S.  hieriiber  auch  meine  Ausgabe  von  des  Pardoner's  ProL  and  Tale,  p.  XXXI  ff. 
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Anderseits  gibt  es  Falle,  die  kaum  anders  erklart  werden  konnen,  als  dafi  der 
Schreiber,  so  der  von  H.4,  neben  einer  direkten  Vorlage  noch  eine  andere  bessere  Hs. 
benutzt  hat,  die  jetzt  verloren  ist,  oder  dafi  ein  spaterer  intelligenter  Korrektor  ihm 
unverstandlich  erscheinende  oder  seinem  personlichen  Sprachgefiihl  widersprechende 
Stellen  anderte,  wobei  er  wohl  mitunter  das  Richtige  getroffen  haben  mag,  aber 
gewift  ebenso  oft  fehlgriff.  Weiter  auf  diese  komplizierten  Verhaltnisse  einzugehen, 
verbietet  der  mir  zu  Gebote  stehende  Raum,  doch  diirften  diese  kurzen  Darlegungen 
zur  Rechtfertigung  meiner  noch  weiter  zu  erorternder  Textbehandlung  genugen. 

Doch  haben  wir  nicht  nur  die  Verschiedenheiten  der  oft  sehr  voneinander  ab- 
weichenden  Lesarten  in  Betracht  zu  ziehen,  sondern  auch  die  Verschiedenheit  in  der 
Anordnung  der  einzelnen  Fragmente  der  Canterbury  Tales.  Denn  soviel 
steht  unzweifelhaft  fest,  dafi  Chaucer  dieses  grofiartig  angelegte  Werk  uns  unvollendet 
zuriickgelassen  hat.  Dies  geht  einmal  daraus  hervor,  dafi  von  den  urspriinglich  ge- 
planten  je  vier  Erzahlungen  fur  jeden  der  30  Pilger  (s.  Gen.  Prol.  792  ff.)  im  ganzen 
nur  24,  davon  zwei  plotzlich  abgebrochene  (des  Kochs  und  des  Junkers),  uberliefert 
sind;  ferner  aus  dem  Fehlen  von  Bindegliedern  zwischen  gewissen  Gruppen  von  Er 
zahlungen,  so  daft  diese  im  ganzen  in  neun  unverknupfte  Fragmente  zerfallen;  dann 
aber  auch  aus  einigen  Widerspriichen  im  Inhalt  (s.  W.  4516,  129248.,  16292  u.  a.), 
die  der  Verfasser  wohl  beseitigt  hatte,  wenn  er  nicht  vom  Tode  iiberrascht  worden 
ware.  Jedenfalls  sind  keine  Spuren  von  echten  Fortsetzungen  vorhanden,  obwohl 
spatere  Schriftsteller,  darunter  Lydgate,  sich  bemiiht  haben,  solche  unterzuschieben, 
ja,  selbst  von  Kopisten  elende  Versuche  gemacht  worden  sind,  fehlende  Verse  durch 
ein  eigenes  Machwerk  zu  ersetzen. 

Aus  diesem  Zustande  der  Dichtung  folgt  aber  weiter,  dafi  der  Verfasser  noch 
keinen  Beschlufi  iiber  die  endgultige  Anordnung  aller  der  einzelnen  Teile  seines 
Werkes  gefalk  hatte,  zumal  es  noch  gait,  erhebliche  Liicken  zwischen  den  bereits  zu 
Gruppen  vereinigten  Erzahlungen  auszufiillen.  Es  war  daher  ein  verfehlter  Schritt, 
den  Furnivall  tat,  als  er  sich  durch  gelegentliche  Hinweise  der  Pilger  auf  die  an 
ihrem  Wege  gelegenen  Ortschaften  und  die  Tageszeiten  bei  der  Fahrt  bestimmen 
liefi,  hiernach,  wie  auf  Grund  der  Bezeichnung  eines  Erzahlers  in  einer  obskuren  Hs., 
die  Reihenfolge  der  Fragmente  gegen  alle  Uberlieferung  umzugestalten  (s.  Temporary 
Preface,  p.  gff.,  Chaucer  Society,  2nd  Ser.,  3). 

Nun  ist  die  Anordnung  der  einzelnen  Fragmente  in  den  verschiedenen  Hss.  und 
Hss.-Gruppen  allerdings  keine  einheitliche;  doch  wenigstens  in  den  wichtigeren  Hss. 
des  A-Typus  (bis  auf  He.)  und  grofienteils  auch  in  H.4  vom  B-Typ  dieselbe,  namlich: 
I.  General  Prologue  (G.P.),  Knight  (Kn.)>  Miller  (Mi.),  Reve  (R.),  Cook  (Co.);  II.  Man 
of  Law  (MX.);  III.  ffif  of  Bail:  (W.B.),  Frere  (Fre.),  Somonour  (So.);  IV.  Clerk 
(Cl.);  Merchant  (Mer.') ;  V.  Squier  (Sq.);  Frankeleyn  (Fra.);  VI.  PMsicien  (Ph.);  Par 
doner  (Pa.);  VII.  Shipman  (Sh.),  Prioresse  (Pr.);  Thopas  (Th.)  &  Melibeus  (Mel.)  — 
beide  von  Chaucer  selbst  vorgetragen — ,  Monk  (Mo.),  Nonnes  Freest  (N.P.);  VIII.  (in 
H.4  vorVI  gestellt):  2nd  Nun  (2  N.),  Chanon's  Yeman  (Ch.Y.);  IX.  Manciple  (Ma.), 
Person  (Pe.).  Von  dieser  Reihenfolge  weichen  nun  die  meisten  Hss.  des  B-Typus 
so  ab,  dafi  sie  Sq.  und  Mer.  vermittelst  eines  wohl  echten,  doch  schwerlich  fur  diese 
Stelle  bestimmten  und  augenscheinlich  spater  verworfenen  Prologs  mit  M.L.  ver- 
kniipfen  (s.  hinter  V.  5582)  und  VIII,  ebenso  wie  H.4,  vor  VI  bringen.  He.  wirft 
dagegen  nach  I.  alles  durcheinander  (II.  W.B.,  Fre.,  So.;  III.  Mo.,  N.P.,  M.L.;  IV.  Sq., 
Mer.,  Fra.;  V.  2  N.,  CL;  VI.  Ph.,  Pa.;  VII.  Sh.,  Pr.,  Th.,  Mel.;  VIII.  Pe.),  wobei 
Ch.Y.  ganz  ausfallt.  Auch  andere,  hier  nicht  weiter  zu  besprechende  Hss.  zeigen 
eine  ahnliche  Verwirrung,  doch  stimmt  keine  im  einzelnen  mit  He.  iiberein,  dessen 
Schreiber  sich  offenbar  auch  hier  teils  von  einem  Ms.  des  B  -Typus  beeinflussen  liefi, 
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teils  aber  nach  eigener  Willkur  verfuhr.  Es  ist  daher  Skeats  Versuch*),  diese  Hs. 
als  diejenige  daraistellen,  welche  Chaucers  urspriinglichen  Plan  am  treuesten  be- 
wahrt  habe,  worauf  in  der  weiteren  Entwickelung  die  Gruppe  C.L.P.  usw.  gefolgt 
sein  soil,  als  mifilungen  zu  betrachten,  da  He.  in  seinen  wesentlichen  Ziigen  dem 
A-Typ  angehort  und  nur  stellenweise  (z.  B.  in  der  Reihenfolge  M.L.,  Sq.,  Mer.)  eine 
Vorlage  des  B-Typs  benutzt  hat.  Dagegen  findet  sich  die  bedeutsamste  Eigentum- 
lichkeit  dieses,  die  Einfugung  der  von  einem  anderen,  volksmafMgeren  Verfasser  her- 
riihrenden  Erzahlung  von  Gamelyn  hinter  Gruppe  I  —  deren  Umarbeitung  fur  den 
Yeman  des  Ritters  Chaucer  in  Aussicht  genommen  zu  haben  scheint  —  nicht  in 
He.  vor. 

Nach  diesen  Erwagungen  wird  man  mir  wohl  zustimmen,  dafi  ich  in  der  An- 
ordnung  der  Ellesmere-Hs.  und  ihrer  Genossen  (G.,  D.,  z.  T.  H.4)  gefolgt  bin**) 
und  mich  nicht,  wie  die  neuern  Herausgeber,  dem  Vorgange  Fur  nival  Is  ange- 
schlossen  habe,  der  im  Six -Text  die  obigen  Fragmente  folgendermafien  zusammen- 
stellt  und  bezeichnet:  I.:  A;  II.  u.  VII.:  B;  VI.:  C;  III.:  D;  IV.:  E;  V.:  F;  VIII.: 
G;  IX,  Ma.:  H  (aus  unzureichendem  Grunde  vom  folgenden  getrennt);  IX,  Pe.:  I. 
Ich  habe  somit  dieselbe  Bahn  eingeschlagen,  die  der  verdienstvollste  Herausgeber  des 
1 8.  Jahrh.,  Tyrwhitt,  vorgezeichnet  hat,  wenn  auch  meine  Verszahlung,  besonders 
infolge  der  Mitberechnung  der  Prosageschichten  (von  15871  —  14671  und  18146  bis 
Ende)  nicht  genau  mit  der  seinen  ubereinstimmt.***) 

2.  Entwicklung  der  C.T. 

Die  Reihenfolge  der  Erzahlungen  und  ihre  Verbindung  zu  Gruppen  in  den  Hss. 
ist  indessen  nicht  dasselbe  wie  die  Reihenfolge  ihrer  Entstehung,  mit  der  wir  uns 
jetzt  etwas  beschaftigen  wollen.  Zu  diesem  Zwecke  miissen  wir  uns  nach  einigen 
historischen  Daten  umsehen.  Hierbei  gehen  wir  am  besten  von  Chaucers  f  Legend  o/ 
Good  Women''  (L.G.W.)  aus,  deren  Prolog  —  hier  gleichgiiltig,  in  welcher  der  beiden 
Redaktionen  —  fuglich  in  das  Jahr  1385  zu  setzen  ist.  In  der  bekannten  Stelle 
(V.  420  ff.)  za'hlt  der  Dichter,  um  sich  gegen  die  Vorwurfe  des  Liebesgottes  zu  ver- 
teidigen,  der  ihn  wegen  seiner  AngrifTe  auf  die  Frauen  in  seiner  Ubertragung  des 
Rosenromans  und  der  Bearbeitung  der  Geschichte  von  Troilus  und  Criseyde  tadelt, 
seine  bis  dahin  entstandenen  grofieren  Gedichte  auf,  in  denen  er  den  Preis  der  edlen 
Weiblichkeit  gesungen  habe.  Darunter  finden  wir  eins  von  Palamon  und  Arcitas,  den 
Helden  der  spateren  Erzahlung  des  Ritters,  und  eins  von  der  heiligen  Cacilie, 
deren  Legende  er  nachmals  die  zweite  Nonne  erzahlen  la'fit.  Hieraus  folgt  einmal, 
daO  Chaucer  zu  jener  Zeit  noch  nicht  mit  der  Verfassung  seiner  Canterbury-Geschichten 
beschaftigt  war,  und  zweitens,  daO  er  friiher  bearbeitete  Stoffe  spater  in  diese  Samm- 
lung  hinubernahm,  den  erstbezeichneten  hochstwahrscheinlichf)  nach  Umformung 
einer  urspriinglich  strophischen  Bearbeitung,  den  letzteren  genau  in  der  originellen 
Fassung.  DaO  aber  die  L.G.IV.  mit  den  C.T.  in  einem  gewissen  zeitlichen  Zusammen- 
hange  stand,  geht  daraus  hervor,  daO  der  Dichter  den  Rechtsgelehrten  (s.  v.  4480  ff.) 
im  Prolog  zu  seiner  Erzahlung  nachdriicklich  auf  dieses  Werk  verweisen  und  ihn 

*)  S.  dessen   'Evolution  of  the   Canterbury  Tales',    1903   (Ch.-Soc. ,   2.  Ser.  38)   und 
meine  Rezension  Engl.  Stud.  41,  S.  I27ff. 

**)  Vgl.  ten  Brink,   Gesch.  d.  engl.  Lit.,  II,  S.  155;  auch  Skeat  ist  neuerdings  von 
der  Richtigkeit  eines  solchen  Verfahrens  iiberzeugt  worden ;  vgl.  meine  'Comparison  etc.,  S.  5. 
***)  Doch  ist  neben  der  fortlaufenden  Zahlung  auch  die  Furnivalls  nach  Fragmenten 
auf  jeder  Spalte  notiert. 

f)  S.  meine  Besprechung  von  Tatlock ' s  '  The  Development  and  Chronology  of  Chaucer' 's 
Works'  (1907)  in  Anglia,  Beibl.  XX,  131  ff. 
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«Legenden»  aufzahlen  lafit,  die  er  wohl  geplant  haben  mochte,  aber  nachweislich  nie 
ausgefuhrt  hat.  Mit  dem  genannten  Datum  stimmt  ferner  iiberein,  dali  der  von 
unserm  Autor  gegen  Ende  der  Monk's  Tale  (V.  15  487  if.)*)  unter  den  Miinnern,  deren 
tragischen  Tod  er  beklagt,  angefuhrte  Barnabo  Visconti  im  December  1385  er- 
mordet  wurde:  chronologisch  das  jiingste  Ereignis  in  dieser  Erzahlung.  Genauer 
lafit  sich  dann  noch  die  Entstehung  des  Prologs  der  Frau  von  Bath  dadurch  be- 
stimmen,  dafi  wir  im  'Geleit  an  Bukton',  das  1396  anzusetzen  ist,  eine  deutliche 
Anspielung  hierauf  linden,  woraus  allerdings  nur  zu  folgern  ist,  dafi  dieses  Stuck  da- 
mals  bereits  fertig  war,  doch  nicht,  um  wieviel  fruher  es  geschrieben  wurde.  Weniger 
sicher,  wenn  auch  keineswegs  unwahrscheinlich,  sind  dann  gelegentliche  Anklange 
an  historische  Ereignisse  der  Jahre  1387  und  1388  an  verschiedenen  Stellen  der  C.T. 
(V.  5065  ff.,  887 iff.)**),  so  dafi  wir  also  annehmen  durfen,  dafi  Chaucer  um  diese 
Zeit  bereits  mit  seinem  groGten  Werke  beschaftigt  war,  welches  er,  offenbar  mit 
Unterbrechungen,  bis  zu  seinem  Tode  fortfuhrte.  Auch  mit  seinen  personlichen 
Verhaltnissen  wurde  eine  solche  dichterische  Tatigkeit  sehr  wohl  im  Einklang  stehen, 
da  er  1385  von  den  Lasten  seines  bisherigen  Amtes  befreit  wurde  und  1386  als 
"Knight  of  the  Shire',  als  Friedensrichter  und  Mitglied  des  Parlaments  fur  Kent  angefuhrt 
wird,  woraus  hervorgeht,  dafi  er  um  diese  Zeit  seinen  Wohnsitz  in  diese  Grafschaft 
verlegt  haben  mufi,  von  wo  aus  sich  ihm  am  ehesten  Gelegenheit  bot,  sich  einer 
Pilgerfahrt  nach  Canterbury  anzuschliefien  oder  doch  eine  solche  zu  beobachten. 

Schwieriger  schon  ist  es,  die  Entstehung szeit  der  bisher  noch  nicht  genannten  §  8 
Einzelerzahlungen  zu  bestimmen.  Jedenfalls  mussen  wir  aber  den  G.P.  und  die  mit 
ihm  eng  verbundenen  vier  Geschichten  ziemlich  an  den  Anfang  der  Bearbeitung  der 
C.T.  setzen,  da  der  Dichter  hier  die  spater  erzahlenden  Personen,  trefflich  charakte- 
risiert,  dem  Leser  vorstellt,  doch  bei  der  weiteren  Ausfuhrung  seines  Werkes  in 
einigen  Punkten  (s.  u.  a.  die  erwahnte  Zahl  der  in  Aussicht  genommenen  Erzahlungen) 
von  den  im  Prolog  gemachten  Angaben  abgewichen  ist.  Hier  konnten  uns  die  Be- 
rechnungen  nach  Chaucers  astronomischen  Andeutungen  (s.  V.  4425  und  i8o75ff.) 
eine  wertvolle  Beihilfe  zur  genaueren  Zeitbestimmung  liefern,  wenn  die  Beziehungen 
dieser  nicht  etwas  zu  unsicher  waren,  zumal  wir  nicht  wissen,  auf  wieviel  Tage  der 
Verfasser  sich  die  Wallfahrt  ausgedehnt  dachte,  noch  an  welchem  Tage  die  obigen 
Beobachtungen  gemacht  wurden.  Denn  wahrend  die  Hss.  E.  und  D.  1.  c.  den  28.  April 
bezeichnen,  fiihrt  H.4  den  13.,  He.  und  die  iibrigen  den  18.  dieses  Monats  an.***) 
Nehmen  wir  das  erstere  Datum  als  das  richtige  an  (wofur  die  Autoritat  jedoch  nicht  fest 
genug  begrundet  ist),  so  wurden  wir  zum  Jahre  1393  gelangen,  was  entschieden  zu 
spat  ist;  schenken  wir  dem  18.  mehr  Vertrauen,  so  kamen  wir  (wenn  wir  zweifel- 
haftere  Berechnungsarten  und  die  Ziffer  1 3  in  H.4  als  Schreibfehler  aufier  acht  lassen) 
auf  das  Jahr  1385,  welches  vielleicht  etwas  zu  fruh  erscheinen  mochte.  Da  auch 
die  vorhin  angegebenen  Jahreszahlen  nur  ungefahre  Anhaltspunkte  bieten,  mussen 
wir  wohl  darauf  verzichten,  zu  einem  feststehenden  Datum  der  einzelnen  Erzahlungen 
oder  Gruppen  zu  gelangen.  Immerhin  diirfte  die  Annahme,  dafi  Chaucer  in  der  Zeit 
von  etwa  1386  an  mit  der  Niederschrift  des  ersten  Fragments  beschaftigt  war,  auf 
keinen  ernstlichen  Widerspruch  stofien. 


*)  Hierhin  gehoren  nach  meiner  Auffassung  (s.  E.  Stud.  41,  135)  die  sog.  'Modern 
Instances',  wo  sie  die  Hss.  desA-Typs  als  spateren  Zusatz  des  Dichters  bringen,  wahrend 
sie  im  B-Typ  durch  Zufall  in  die  Mitte  geraten  sind. 

**)  S.  ten  Brink,  1.  c.,  S.  127  u.  162. 

***)  S.  meine  'Chronology  of  Ch.'s  Writings',   Ch.-Soc.,   2nd,  Sen  27,    S.  48 ff.;    doch 
halte  ich  meine  dortigen  Aufstellungen  nur  noch  teilweise  aufrecht. 
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I  9.  In  bezug  auf  einige  der  andern  Stikke  stehen  wir  insofern  auf  festerem  Boden, 

als  mehr  oder  weniger  wortliche  Ubereinstimmungen  oder  Anspielungen  einen  sicherern 
SchluB  auf  die  Prioritat  unter  ihnen  gewahren.  So  erseheri  wir  aus  der  Benutzung 
gewisser  Stellen  aus  dem  Melibeus*),  der  eine  ziemlich  genaue  Ubersetzung  einer 
franz.  Ubertragung  des  "Liber  consolationis  etc.5  von  Albertanus  Brixiensis  (1246) 
ist,  im  Mer.,  daB  dieser  Prosatraktat,  der  urspriinglich  vielleicht  fiir  den  Rechts- 
gelehrten  (s.  V.  4516)  bestimmt  war,  vor  der  Erzahlung  des  Kaufmanns  fertig  sein 
mufite.  Ebenso  muBte  Pe.,  die  auf  einer  ZusammenschweiBung  zweier  theologischen  Ab- 
handlungen  in  lat.  Sprache  beruht**),  vor  derselben  Geschichte  ,  wie  vor  Ph.,  Pa.,  W.B.,  So. 
und  vielleicht  noch  andern  Stiicken,  vollendet  sein,  da  die  in  diesen  sich  vorfindenden  An- 
klange  an  die  Erzahlung  des  Pfarrers  offenbar  von  dieser,  nicht  umgekehrt,  ausgehen. 
Da  ferner  Mer.  auf  W.B.  verweist,  und  Sh.  ursprunglich  wohl  der  Frau  von  Bath 
zugedacht  war  (V.  129245".),  so  scheinen  alle  diese  Stucke  in  einem  gewissen  Zu- 
sammenhange  zu  stehen,  d.  h.  die  Zeiten  ihrer  Abfassung  durfen  nicht  weit  vonein- 
ander  liegen  und  miiBten  mit  dem  schon  erwahnten  Jahre  1396  ihre  aufierste 
Grenze  finden. 

Da  sich  behufs  Datierung  der  iibrigen  Erzahlungen  nur  Vermutungen  aufstellen 
lassen,  will  ich  mit  einem  Verweise  auf  ten  Brinks  Literaturgeschichte  und  auf 
Tat  locks  schon  zitierte  Schrift  (Development  etc.),  die  manches  Anregende  in  dieser 
Hinsicht  bietet,  fiber  alle  weiteren  Einzelheiten  hinweggehen***)  und  nur  noch  den 
Versuchen  ten  Brinks  und  Skeats  gegenuber,  die  Geschichten  von  der  frommen  Kon- 
stanze  (M.L.)  und  der  geduldigen  Griseldis  (CL),  wie  auch  die  «Tragodien»  des 
Monchs  (Mo.)  in  eine  weit  fruhere  Periode  des  dichterischen  Schaffens  Chaucers  zu 
verlegen,  nochmals  hervorheben,  daB  wenn  irgendeine  dieser  vor  dem  Prolog  zur 
L.G.W.  emstanden  ware,  derDichter  schwerlich  vergessen  hatte,  sie  unter  seinen  dort 
aufgezahlten  Werken  anzufuhren,  zumal  besonders  die  beiden  ersten  wesentlich  dazu 
gedient  haben  wurden,  den  Zorn  des  Liebesgottes  zu  besanftigen. 

10.  Was  den    Grundgedanken     zum    Rah  men    seiner   Canter  bury-Geschichten 

betrifft,  so  liegt  es  nahe  genug,  Boccaccios  Decamerone  als  Vorbild  Chaucers  an- 
zunehmen,  da  dieser  ja  andere  Werke  des  Italieners  (Teseide,  Filostralo  u.  a.)  als 
Quellen  seiner  eigenen  Dichtungen  ausgiebig  benutzt  hat.  Indes  ist  eine  bewuBte 
Anlehnung  dieser  Art  nicht  streng  nachweisbar,  da  Chaucer  selbst  in  den  Stiicken, 
wo  er  ahnliche  Stoffe  wie  Boccaccio  behandelt,  weder  in  der  Darstellung  noch  irgend- 
wo  im  Wortlaut  mit  diesem  genau  ubereinstimmt  (uber  Griselda  s.  u.),  und  die 
Ahnlichkeiten  beider  mehr  in  nebensachlichen  Ziigen  bestehen,  die  sehr  wohl  auf  der 
Benutzung  derselben  Quellen  beruhen  konnen.  Hochstens  ware  eine  oberflachliche  Bekannt- 
schaft  des  englischen  Dichters  mit  dem  Decamerone  zuzugestehenf);  denn  eine  eingehende 
Lektiire  desselben  hatte  gewiB  greifbarere  Spuren  hinterlassen.  Und  warum  sollte  nicht 
-  da  wir  den  Einflufi  anderer  in  dieser  Weise  zusammengefugten  Werke  des  Mittelalters 
ebensowenig  strikte  belegen  konnen ff)  —  ohne  solche  auBere  Einwirkung  Chaucer 
ein  eigenes  Erlebnis,  eine  Pilgerfahrt,  auf  den  Gedanken  gebracht  haben,  von  ihm 
schon  verarbeitete  oder  gesammelte  Erzahlungsstoffe  in  einen  gemeinsamen  Rahmen 

*)  S.  E.  Koeppel,  Archiv  86,  S.  29*?.;  87,  S.  33ff. 

**)  S.  Kate  D.  Petersen,  The  Sources  of  the  Parsons  Tale,  Boston  1901.  (Ray- 
mund  de  Pennaforte's  Summa  castium  poenitenciae,  III;  Guil.  Peraldus'  Tractatus 
de  vidis.} 

***)  Bezuglich  einer  mutmafilichen  Einwirkung  personlicher  Lebensumstande  —  Ver- 
lust  seiner  Amter  usw.  —  auf  seine  dichterische  Tatigkeit,  s.  Kirk,  Life-Records,  IV, 
XXXV  ff.  und  meine  Chronology,  S.  68  f. 

f)  S.  L.  Morsbach,  Engl.  Stud.  42,  53ff.;  R.  Root,  ebd.  44,  iff. 
ff)  S.  Essays  on  Chaucer,  Ch.-S.,  2nd  Ser.  18,  S.  414$.  u.  Hammond,  1.  c.  S.  isoff. 
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zu  fassen?  Sind  nicht  auch  die  treffend  charakterisierten  Gestalten  der  Pilger,  die 
zahlreichen,  der  Wirklichkeit  abgelauschten,  zum  Teil  realistisch  derben  Ziige  seiner 
Darstellungsart,  das  Gesamtbild  des  echt  englischen  Lebens  und  Denkens  im  Mittel- 
alter  seine  eigene  Schopfung? 

3.  Quellen  der  C.T. 

Diese  will  ich  nur  kurz,  soweit  wie  bisher  bekannt,  namhaft  machen  und  es 
dem  wiftbegierigen  Leser  uberlassen,  weitere  Belehrung  in  MiB  Hammonds  ^ManuaP 
zu  suchen.  Nur  von  verhaltnismaOig  wenigen  Stiicken  ist  uns  die  direkte  Vor- 
lage  Chaucers  bekannt;  so  ist  die  Kn.T.,  eine  freie  Bearbeitung  von  Boccaccios 
*Teseid£,  dessen  lat.  Werke:  *De  casibus  virorum  et  feminarum  illustriun?  und 
*De  clans  mulieribus>  neben  Boethius'  *De  consolatione  philosopbiae*  und  Dante s 
*  Inferno*  er  fur  die  Erzahlung  des  Monches  benutzt  hat.  Im  M.L.  folgte  er 
hauptsachlich  der  franz.  Chronik  des  Nic.  Trivet,  in  Cl.  Petrarcas  lat.  Uber- 
setzung  von  Boccaccios  Novelle  von  Griselda  (Dec am.  X,  10),  in  ?/;.,  trotz 
seiner  Berufung  auf  Livius,  mehr  der  Darstellung  der  Virginiafabel  im  Roman  de  la 
Rose  und  vielleicht  auch  J.  Cowers  in  der  Confessio  Amantis.  In  der  Legende  von 
der  heiligen  Cacilie  (2^d  Nun)  war  im  wesentlichen  Jacobus  a  Voragine  sein 
Vorbild,  in  Ma.  meist  Ovid,  doch  wohl  auch  Gower.  Die  Quellen  der  beiden 
Prosaerzahlungen  sind  vorhin  schon  zitiert;  beziiglich  der  des  Pfarrers  will  ich  nur 
noch  bemerken;  dafi  die  von  einigen  angezweifelte  Echtheit  dieser  nach  neueren 
Untersuchungen*)  endgiiltig  erwiesen  ist;  nur  diirfte  die  'Retractalio'  ein  spateres  Ein- 
schiebsel  von  anderer  Hand  sein. 

Von  den  iibrigen  Stiicken  kennen  wir  zwar  nicht  Chaucers  unmittelbare  Vor- 
lage,  wohl  aber  mehr  oder  weniger  Analoga,  die  zum  Teil  orientalischen  Ursprungs 
sind  und  allmahlich  in  verschiedene  Sprachen  Europas  iibertragen  wurden.**)  Dies  ist 
der  Fall  bei  den  Erzahlungen  des  Kaufmanns,  des  Junkers,  des  Freisassen, 
des  Ablafikramers,  denen  Redaktionen  in  Gestalt  franz.  Fabliaux  oder  lat.  Ver- 
sionen  unserm  Dichter  am  nachsten  stehen  diirften.  Franz.  Fabliaux  liegen  auch  den 
Schwanken  des  Miillers,  des  Ver waiters  und  des  Seemanns  zugrunde, 
wahrend  die  Erzahlung  der  Frau  von  Bath  in  letzter  Linie  auf  irische  Marchen  zu- 
riickgeht,  und  die  des  Bettelmonchs  und  Biittels,  wie  auch  die  des  Dienst- 
manns  des  Kanonikus  mehr  auf  miindlicher  Uberlieferung  zu  beruhen  scheinen. 
Die  von  der  Abtissin  vorgetragene  Wundergeschichte  gehort  in  den  umfangreichen 
Kreis  der  Marienlegenden,  deren  Zweig  von  dem  von  Juden  ermordeten  Knablein 
gleichfalls  weit  verbreitet  war.  In  der  Travestie  von  Sir  Thopas  finden  sich  An- 
klange  an  verschiedene  megl.  Romanzen,  und  in  der  Erzahlung  des  Nonnen- 
priesters  erkennen  wir  leicht  ein  Moment  aus  der  Tiersage,  dessen  erhebliche  Er- 
weiterung  allerdings  Chaucers  eigenes  Werk  ist,  wie  auch  bei  den  iibrigen  Stiicken 
die  volkstiimliche  Einkleidung  und  Lokalisierung,  ofters  die  geschickte  Motivierung 
und  besonders  die  Detailmalerei  ihm  als  Verdienst  angerechnet  werden  mtissen.  Frei- 
lich  ist  er  auch  fur  die  nach  unserm  Geschmack  etwas  zu  langatmigen  gelehrten  Ex- 
kurse  und  moralisierenden  Betrachtungen  verantwortlich,  fur  die  er  nachweislich  ver 
schiedene  lat.  Autoren  des  Mittelalters,  wie  auch  Sentenzensammlungen  aus  klassischer 
Zeit  benutzt  hat.  Vor  allem  nennen  wir  hier  Innozenz  III.,  dessen  Traktat  "De. 
conteniptu  mund?  Chaucer  nach  eigener  Angabe  in  der  A-Redaktion  des  Prologs  zur 

*)  H.  Spies,  'Ch's  religiose  Grundstimmung  und  die  Echtheit  der  Parson's  Tale'  in 
'Studien  zur  engl.  Philologie'  (Halle  1913). 

**)  Als  besonders  eifrige  Forscher  auf  diesem  Gebiete  seien  W.  Clouston,  H.  Varn- 
hagen  und  E.  Koeppel  namhaft  gemacht. 
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L.G.W.  iibersetzt  hat,  und  aus  dem  wir  Zitate  an  verschiedenen  Stellen  wiederfmden 
(so  in  M.L.,  W.B.  ProL,  Pa.);  ferner  des  Hieronymus  Abhandlung  Adversus  (Contra) 
Jovinianum  (s.  W.B.  ProL,  Fra.)  und  erinnern  nochmals  an  die  schon  genannten 
Albertanus  Brixiensis,  Boethius,  den  franz.  Rosenroman  und  Dante,  wie 
er  auch  haufig,  doch  meist  wohl  indirekt,  die  Bib  el  zu  Rate  gezogen  hat,  mussen 
jedoch  darauf  verzichten,  an  dieser  Stelle  diejenigen  Schriftsteller  vollstandig  anzu- 
fuhren  (s.  Glossar  und  FuOnoten),  denen  er  nur  einzelne  Satze  oder  Spruche  ent- 
lehnt  hat,  und  von  denen  er  manchen  (wie  Juvenal,  Sueton)  erst  aus  zweiter 
Hand  (einem  tFhrikgium9)  oder  aus  seiner  direkten  Quelle  (so  im  Melibeus,  wo 
u.  a.  ofters  Catos  Distichen  und  des  Pseudo-Seneca  Sentenzen  zitiert  werden) 
kennen  gelernt  haben  wird.  Ebensowenig  sind  die  wiederholten  Verweise  auf  ver- 
schiedene  Kirchenvater  in  des  Pfarrers  Erzahlung  als  Friichte  der  eigenen  Belesenheit 
des  Dichters  anzusehen. 

4.  Ausgaben  der  C.T. 

Nach  der  Aufzahlung  der  wichtigsten  alteren  Ausgaben  von  Chaucers  Werken, 
insbesondere  der  C.  T.,  am  Eingange  dieser  Einleitung,  eriibrigt  es  noch,  sich  mit 
denjenigen  zu  beschaftigen,  welche  die  umfangreichen  Veroffentlichungen  der  Ch.-Soc. 
an  Texten  und  exegetischem  Material  sich  zunutze  machen  konnten.  Von  diesen  konnen 
auf  einen  eigenen,  mehr  wissenschaftlichen  Wert  nur  die  vollstandigen  Ausgaben  von 
W.  W.  S  k  e  a  t *)  und  von  W.  P  o  1 1  a  r  d  in  seinem  Beitrage  zur  Globe-Edition**),  wie  die  Aus 
gaben  einzelner  Teile  von  E.  Matzner,  tenBrink,J.  Zupitza  und  von  mir  Anspruch 
machen***),  wahrend  die  sonst  erschienenen  Editionen  einfache  Textabdrucke  fruherer 
sind  oder  nur  gewisse  Abschnitte,  meist  fur  die  Zwecke  engl.  und  amerik.  Schuien 
bearbeitet,  enthalten.  Der  bereits  genannte  Tyrwhitt  (177$ — 1778;  =  Tw.)  hatte 
seinem  Texte  zuerst  Hss.  des  A-Typus  zugrunde  gelegt,  wohingegen  Th.  Wright 
(Lond.  1847—1851;  =  Wr.)  und  R.  Morris  (Aldine  Poets,  Lond.  1866;  =  M.)  dem 
Harl.  Ms.  7334  (H.4)  einen  unverdienten  Vorzug  einraumten.f)  Es  war  daher  von 
Wichtigkeit,  daO  sowohl  Skeat  wie  Pollard  zu  der  Anschauung  Tyrwhitts  zuriick- 
kehrten  und  als  relativ  beste  Handschrift  Ellesmere  (E.)  wahlten,  die  dem  gleichen 
Typ,  wie  wir  gesehen  haben,  angehort.  Aber  statt  sich  ein  klares  Bild  vom  Ver- 
haltnis  der  ubrigen  Hss.  zu  dieser  und  untereinander  zu  machen,  sind  beide  mehrfach 
von  der  Lesart  des  £.-Ms.  abgewichen,  um  diejenige  bald  dieses,  bald  jenes  Codex 
oder  einer  andern  Hss.-Gruppe  an  deren  Stelle  zu  setzen.  Es  ist  freilich  nicht  zu 
leugnen,  daO  E.  ofters  offenbare  Fehler  des  Kopisten  zeigt  und  auch  sonst  nicht 
durchaus  zuverlassig  ist,  aber  dann  hatten  die  Falle,  wo  Korrekturen  notig  erschienen, 
genau  vermerkt  werden  mussen,  was  aber  in  der  Globe-Edition  und  in  Skeats  kleinerer 
Ausgabe  (bisweilen  auch  in  der  groOeren  zu  vermissen)  nur  hie  und  da  einmal  ge- 
schehen  ist ;  andrerseits  haben  diese  Herausgeber  mitunter  auch  dort  geandert,  wo  kein 
wirklicher  Zwang  vorlag.  Dazu  kommt  noch,  dafi  Skeat  eine  willkurlich  normalisierte 
Schreibweise  eingefiihrt  hat,  die  keinem  der  vorhandenen  Mss.  genau  entspricht,  so  daft 
sein  Text  ein  ganz  schiefes  Bild  von  der  Uberlieferung  bietet.  Pollard  gibt  die  Or 
thographic  von  E.  zwar  sorgfaltig  wieder,  doch  ist  auch  sein  Abdruck  nicht  uberall 
streng  diplomatisch  und  in  grammatischer  Hinsicht  nicht  immer  korrekt. 

*)  Oxford  1894,  6  Bde. ;  von  demselben :  Student's  Chaucer,  1895  u.  6. 
**)  London  1898  u.  6.;   s.    meine  Rezensionen  Archiv  102,  4iof£  u.  E.  St.  27,  ijff. 
***)  S.  Matzners  Altengl.  Sprachproben  (Wife  of  Bath,  Meliboeus),  Berl.  1867—69; 
Ausgaben  des  Prologs  von  ten  Brink,  Marb.  1874,  von  Zupitza,  Berl.  1882,  und  meine 
schon  zitierte  Ausgabe  des  Pardoner. 

f)  In  neuerer  Zeit  (1909)  hat  Skeat  sich  bemiiht,  darzutun,  dafi  diese  Hs.  eine 
vom  Dichter  revidierte  Redaktion  reprasentiere ;  vgl.  jedoch  Anglia,  Bbl.  XXII,  S.  266  ff. 
und  Tatlocks  Gegenschrift,  ebd. 
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Demgemafl  lag  ein  wirkliches  Bediirfnis  vor,  eine  handliche  Ausgabe  herzustellen,  5  H« 
welche  die  Anforderungen  einer  gewissenhaften  Textkritik  besser  befriedigt,  die  ich 
nach  jahrelangen  Vorstudien  im  vorliegenden  Werke  zu  liefern  bemiiht  gewesen  bin. 
Aber  wenn  ich  hiermit  den  Studierenden  der  neueren  Sprachen,  denen  meine 
Arbeit  vorzugsweise  zugedacht  ist,  auch  eine  willkommene  Gabe  zu  bieten  hoffe,  darf 
ich  nicht  vergessen  hervorzuheben,  dafi  ich  in  Wort-  und  Sacherklarungen  (s.  Glossar) 
meinen  Vorgangern,  namentlich  dem  in  der  Exegese  vortrefflichen  Skeat,  mancherlei 
Belehrung  verdanke,  wie  diese  selbst  viel  niitzliches  Material  fruheren  Editoren  em- 
lehnt  haben.  In  einigen  Fallen,  die  der  Fachmann  leicht  erkennen  wird,  bin  ich 
jedoch  in  der  Lage  gewesen,  neuere  Forschung  fur  meinen  Text  und  meine  Wort- 
erklarungen  verwerten  zu  konnen;  fur  diejenigen  Stellen,  an  denen  ich  aus  eigener 
Ansicht  gebessert  habe,  werde  ich  mich  jedoch  in  den  Englischen  Studien  zu 
rechtfertigen  suchen,  da  mir  hier  dazu  der  Raum  gebricht. 

5.  Einrichtung  der  vorliegenden  Ausgabe  der  C.T. 

Aus  dem  bisher  Gesagten  gehen  diejenigen  Grundsatze  hervor,  welche  mich  bei  S  I5- 
der  Herstellung  meiner  Ausgabe  geleitet  haben.  Wenn  ich  nun  aber  auch  bestrebt 
war,  den  Text  der  Ellesmere-Hs.,  die  am  vollstandigsten  erhahen  ist  und  die 
Sprache  und  Schreibweise  Chaucers  (auCer  dem  mehrfach  kontaminierten  Hengwrt- 
Ms.)  am  getreusten  wiederzugeben  scheint,  bis  auf  alle  Einzelheiten  genau  nach  dem 
von  Furnivall  im  Six-Text  veroffentlichten  Abdruck  *)  zu  reproduzieren,  so  mufite  ich 
freilich  ofters  von  diesem  Grundsatze  abweichen,  doch  nie,  ohne  jede  Anderung  als 
solche  gekennzeichnet  zu  haben.  Im  wesentlichen  habe  ich  jedoch  nur  da  eingegriffen, 
wo  der  Sinn  der  Stelle,  Grammatik  oder  Versbau**)  eine  Korrektur  mir  unbedingt  er- 
forderlich  zu  mache'n  schienen,  doch  dann  die  hinzugefugten  oder  veranderten  Worter 
und  Buchstaben  durch  kursiven  Druck  hervorgehoben,  die  zu  streichenden  durch 
eckige  Klammern  [  ]  eingeschlossen;  iiber  beides  aber  in  den  Varianten  kurze 
Rechenschaft  abgelegt,  so  dafi  derjenige,  nach  dessen  Ansicht  ich  hierin  zu  weit  ge- 
gangen  oder  zu  vorsichtig  gewesen  sein  sollte,  leicht  imstande  sein  wird,  das  nach 
seinem  Ermessen  Richtigere  an  die  Stelle  zu  setzen.  Doch  will  ich  noch  bemerken, 
dafi,  wenn  ich  gelegentlich  die  Lesart  geringerer  Hss.  aufgenommen  habe,  ich  mir 
stets  bewuih  war,  dafi  diese  nur  dort  als  autoritativ  gelten  konnen,  wo  sie  offenbare 
Versehen  der  besseren  (z.  B.  Fortlassung  eines  End-e)  vermeiden  oder  —  absichtlich 
oder  zufallig  —  iiberzeugend  korrigieren;  in  zweifelhafteren  Fallen  habe  ich  diese 
Lesarten  jedoch  nur  als  Notbehelf  betrachtet,  urn  die  betr.  Stelle  wenigstens  an- 
nahernd  so  herzustellen,  wie  sie  im  Originale  gelautet  haben  diirfte. 

Beziiglich  der  Orthographic  der  Hs.  lag  es  wohl  nahe,  eine  gleichmaCigere  S  l& 
Schreibweise  einzufuhren ;  doch  habe  ich  davon  Abstand  genommen,  da  der  hierdurch 
bedingte  haufige  Typenwechsel  den  Text  zu  buntscheckig  gestahet  hatte,  oder  die 
Verwendung  zahlreicher  Notizen  in  den  Lesarten,  deren  Beschrankung  mir  auferlegt 
war,  notwendig  geworden  ware.  Ich  habe  mich  daher  damit  begniigt,  das  Original 
nur  dort  zu  andern,  wo  es  mir  fur  die  Lesbarkeit  und  das  Verstandnis  meines  Textes 
unerlafilich  oder  forderlich  schien;  d.  h.  ich  habe  die  Verwendung  grofier  und  kleiner 
Anfangsbuchstaben  nach  jetzigem  Brauche  geregelt,  doch  durch  kursive  Schrift  das 
Urspriingliche  kenntlich  gemacht;  z.  B.  bedeutet  m  am  Anfang  des  Wortes,  dafi  die 
Hs.  hier  M  hat,  M,  daft  hier  m  steht;  nur  bei  den  sehr  haufig  vorkommenden  God 

*)  Flilgels  Korrekturen  nach  erneuter  Kollation  sind  stillschweigend  beriicksichtigt. 
**)  Ich  folge  hierin  im  wesentlichen  ten  Brinks  'Chaucer's  Sprache  und  Verskunst 
(dessen  Grundziige  ich  bei  jedem  Benutzer  meines  Buches  als  bekannt  voraussetze),    lasse 
jedoch  gelegentliches  Fehlen  des  Auftaktes  zu. 
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und  Crist  habe  ich  dies  unterlassen.  Ferner  habe  ich  die  moderne  Interpunktion 
nach  englischen  Grundsatzen  —  wie  es  mich  fur  einen  englischen  Autor  angemessen 
dunkte  —  eingefuhrt,  denn  die  Lesezeichen  der  Hs.  —  meist  Schragstriche,  welche  im 
Verse  vielleicht  die  Zasur  andeuten  sol  hen,  mitunter  gegen  Ende  haufiger  werdende 
Punkte,  seltener  eine  Art  von  Fragezeichen  —  sind  zu  unregelmaflig  und  teils  offenbar 
falsch  verwendet,  so  dafi  sie  die  Lektiire  des  Textes  eher  erschwert  als  gefordert  batten. 
Doch  habe  ich  an  zwei  langeren  Stellen  (Cook's  T.  V.  4323—420,  u.  Pers.  T.  19250^) 
wenigstens  eine  Probe  des  Gebrauchs  dieser  Zeichen  liefern  wollen.  Dagegen  habe 
ich  die  §-Zeichen  (^[)  als  charakteristisch  beibehalten  und  die  Bindestriche  des  Druckes 
der  Deutlichkeit  halber  vermehrt. 

I7«  Bedenklicher   war  es  aber   zu  entscheiden,    welches  Verfahren   mit   den  Quer- 

sirichen  und  Hakchen  an  den  Endkonsonanten  in  Furnivalls  Text  am  besten  einzu- 
schlagen  sei;  mitunter  bezeichnen  sie  wohl  ein  schwaches  End-e,  wie  auch  die  dort 
kursiv  gesetzten  -e  an  dieser  Stelle  eines  Wortes,  meist  sind  es  aber  gewifi  blofie 
Schriftverzierungen.  Ich  habe  nun  diese  so  angedeuteten  e  aufgenommen,  wo  sie 
grammatisch  oder  etymologisch  gerechtfertigt  sind,  in  zweifelhaften  Fallen  (z.  B.  hir 
als  Pron.  poss.  Sing.,  hire  als  Pron  pers.,  mitunter  poss.  Plur.)  in  runde  Klammern 
gesetzt,  sonst  jedoch  unberiicksichtigt  gekssen;  das  deutiich  ausgeschriebene  -e  aber 
eckig  umklammert,  wo  es  absolut  falsch  war,  also  nicht  geandert,  wo  seine  Ver- 
wendung  moglich  erscheint ;  z.  B.  in  den  Endungen  -yng  und  -ynge,  die  der  Dichter 
selbst,  wie  Reime  lehren,  nicht  streng  scheidet.  Den  Strich  uber  n  nach  voran- 
gehendem  a  oder  o  habe  ich,  dem  sonstigen  Gebrauch  der  Hs.  gemafi,  durch  kursives 
u  wiedergegeben  (-own,  -aunt). 

1 8.  Was  die  Ran  dg  loss  en  in  E..    ofters  auch    in  He.  D.,  seltener  in  andern  Hss. 
betrifft,   so  muOten  die  langeren  lateinischen  Zitate  —  besonders  in  M.L.,  W.B.  ProL, 
C/.,  Mer.  und  Pa.  —  in  einen  Anhang  verwiesen  werden,  da  sich  ihrer  Wiedergabe 
an  der  eigentlichen  (mit  einem  •{•)  markierten  Stelle  technische  Schwierigkeiten  in  den 
Weg   stellten.     Kiirzere  Noten   haben  unter  dem  Texte  ihren  Platz    gefunden.     Die 
Glossen  in  den   Prosastucken  konnten   eher  wegbleiben,    da  sie  nur  die  Namen  der 
sprechenden   Personen    (im  Mel.)   oder   der    zitierten  Autoritaten    und    (in  Pers.  T.) 
Hinweise  auf  den  Inhalt  bieten.     Da  aber  diese  zur  Ubersichtlichkeit  des  Zusammen- 
hanges    in    jenen    langen  Erzahlungen  einiges  beitragen,    habe  ich   die  Namen  oder 
Worte,  welche  die  unterdriickten  Randnoten  enthalten,  im  Texte  durch  gesperrten 
Druck  hervorgehoben,  obwohl  diese  nicht  immer  buchstablich  ubereinstimmen ;   z.  B. 
am  Rande :  nota  secundum  Gregorium,  im  Texte :  seint  Gregorie  usw. 

19.  Habe    ich   auf  diese  Weise   gesucht,    alle  Eigenheiten  des  E.-Ms.  moglichst 
festzuhalten,  so  verbot  doch  der  vereinbarte  Umfang  meines  Buches  eine  gleiche  Aus- 
fiihrlichkeit  bei  den  andern  Hss.     Ich  habe  mich  deshalb  darauf  beschrankt,   von 
den  letzteren  nur  diejenigen  Lesarten   zu   notieren,   welche    offenbare  Fehler   in  E. 
korrigieren  oder  sonst  bei  unsicheren  Varianten  in  Betracht  kommen  konnen.     Doch 
habe  ich  auch  in  Parenthesen  die  Falle  vermerkt,   wo   die  neueren  Herausgeber  (Sk. 
=  Skeat,   Gl.  =  Pollard  i.  d.  Globe-Ed.)   den  E.-Text  verlassen,  fragliche  Lesarten 
der  minderwertigen  Codices  bevorzugt  oder  eigene  Korrekturen  vorgenommen  haben. 
Mogen   sie  auf  diesem  Wege  in  manchen  Fallen  dem  Originate  naher  gelangt  sein, 
so  entbehrt  ein  solches  Verfahren   doch  der  sichern  Grundlage.     Hoffentlich   gelingt 
es  indessen  spaterer  Forschung,    dergleichen    zweifelhafte    Punkte    aufzuklaren,    doch 
wohl  nur,  wenn  ihr  noch  mehr  kritisch  gesichtete  Texte,  wie  der  folgende  es  zu  sein 
erstrebt,  zu  Gebote  stehen  werden. 

20.  Um  meine  Auffassung  des  Chaucerschen  Verses  in  den  C. T.,    der  die  Gleich- 
maOigkeit  der  romanischen  Metrik  nachahmt   und    keine   doppehe  Senkung  oder  das 
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Fehlen  einer  solchen  zulaflt,  deutlicher  zum  Ausdruck  zu  bringen  und  Ungeubten  das 
Lesen  dieser  Verse  zu  erleichtern,  habe  ich  unter  die  von  mir  als  metrisch  ver- 
stumraend  angesehenen  Buchstaben,  meist  das  tonlose  -e  im  Auslaut  oder  bei  mehr- 
silbigen  in  unbetonter  Mittelsilbe,  doch  auch  unter  andere  Laute,  so  unter  o  in  to  vor 
Vokalen,  einen  Punkt  gesetzt  (-e,  tQ,  ne,  the,  z.  B.  V.  12,  no,  927),  indes  nicht  in 
den  Fallen,  wo  dieses  Verstummen  die  Regel  ist,  d.  h.  vor  anlautendem  Vokal  und 
/;,  noch  in  haufiger  wiederkehrenden  Adjektiven,  Adverbien  und  Pronominibus  (owene, 
euene,  eucre,  neuere,  euery,  oure,  youre,  Irise,  tbise  usw.).*)  Dagegen  habe  ich  den 
Punkt  iiber  dem  e  verwandt,  wo  dieses  in  der  bezeichneten  Stellung  —  besonders 
da,  wo  der  gelegentlich  in  der  Verspause  eintretende  Hiatus  sich  nicht  vermeiden 
la'Dt  —  ausnahmsweise  lauten  mufi  (-e,  z.  B.  V.  219,  298,  1078).  Verschleifungen, 
meist  von unbetontem  -y  oder  -ie  (z.  B.  V.  150),  doch  auch  -u  (V.  975),  sind  durch  einen 
Bogen  angedeutet  (z.  B.  many*  a).  Verse  mit  fehlendem  Auftakt  durch  einen 
Akzent  auf  der  ersten  Silbe  (z.  B.  V.  131).  —  Tilgt  man  dann  noch  die  von  mir 
eckig  eingeklammerten  unfesten  -n  bei  Infinitiven  und  Partizipien  und  hie  und  da  ein 
uberniissiges  Formwort  (z.  B.  V.  140,  180,  260),  so  bleiben  verhaltnisma'Gig  nur  wenige 
Falle  iibrig,  wo  gegen  die  Gesamtuberlieferung  eine  Anderung  vorgenommen  werden 
miiGte,  die  gewohnlich  nahe  genug  Hegt,  doch,  wenn  sie  zweifelhaft  ist,  nur  in  den 
Noten  unter  dem  Texte  vorgeschlagen  wird. 

Der  Raumersparnis  wegen  habe  ich  den  Texterlauterungen  keinen  besonderen  §  21, 
Abschnitt  gewidmet,  sondern  dieselben,  an  die  betreffenden  Ausdrucke  oder  Namen 
anschliefiend,  in  knappster  Form  in  das  Glossar  verwiesen.  Aus  demselben  Grunde 
habe  ich  dort  alle  Worter  fortgelassen,  welche  jeder  Studierende  nach  seinen  Vor- 
kenntnissen  des  Englischen  oder  im  Notfalle  mit  Hilfe  eines  beliebigen  Lexikons  selbst 
ubertragen  kann,  und  habe  weder  etymologische  Notizen,  noch  bei  der  Angabe  der 
verschiedenen  Bedeutungen  Stellenverweise  hinzugesetzt,  doch  statt  letzterer  bei  mehr- 
deutigen  Ausdrucken  die  deutsche  Entsprechung  dem  jedesmaligen  Vorkommen  dieser 
anzupassen  gesucht,  wobei  mir  Hertzbergs  Ubersetzung  der  Canterbury-Geschichten, 
weniger  die  v.  Duhrings,  mitunter  gute  Dienste  geleistet  hat. 

Moge  das   so    eingerichtete  Werk   seinen  Zweck  erreichen   und  bei  den  Fach- 
genossen  eine  wohlwollende  Aufnahme  finden! 

J.  K. 

*)  Bei  unbetontem  -e  mit  folgender  Liquida  ist  Umstellung  anzunehmen ;  z.  B.  V.  400 
watre  he;  umgekehrt  nach  Muta  cum  liquida,  wo  dieses  -e  vor  Vokal  lauten  soil;  z.  B. 
V.  60  nobel  statt  noble.  Einsilbige  Geltung  von  euer  und  neiter  (=  (n)er?)  s.  z.  B.  V.  734. 
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Abkiirzungen :  A.A. :  Anelida  and  Arcite;  Ad.:  Ms.  Additional;  B.D. :  Book  of  the 
Duchesse :  Boeth. :  Boethius,  De  consolatione  [met. :  metrum ;  pr. :  prosa] ;  C. :  Corpus  Ms. ; 
C&. :  Christ  Church  Ms. ;  D.:  Ms.  Dd.  4.24  (Cambr.);  E.:  Ellesmere  Ms. ;  Edd. :  ,t?ercm§geber; 
Eg. :  Egerton  Ms. ;  etc. :  bie  ubrigen  &cmbfd}riften;  f . :  feltft,  feljlen;  G. :  Ms.  Gg.  4.27  (Cambr.) ; 
Gl.:  Globe  Edition;  H.»:  Harleian  Ms.  1758,  H.8:  7333,  H.<:  7334:  He.:  Hengwrt  Ms.; 
H.F. :  Hous  of  Fame;  £ff.:  $anbfd)riftett;  id.:  ebenfo;  L.:  Lansdowne  Ms.;  J. :  Ue3;  Lau. : 
Laud  Ms.;  L.G.W.:  Legend  of  Good  Women;  LI.:  Lichfield  Ms.;  M.:  Morris;  0.:  ofter; 
P. :  Petworth  Ms. ;  P.P. :  Parlement  of  Fowles ;  Ro. :  Royal  Ms. ;  R.Rose :  Roman  de  la  Rose ; 
Se.:  SeldenMs.;  Sk.:  Skeat;  81.:  SloaneMs.;  @fc*.:  <5#rurf)e  <Salamotti3;  t.Br.:  ten  Brink; 
Tw.:  Tyrwhitt;  [uber]:  Sfntetfrneargloffe;  &e*b.:  berberbt;  Wr.:  Wright. 

Die  eckige  Klammer  in  den  FuOnoten  schliefit  im  Text  fortzulassende  Worter  oder 
Buchstaben,  mitunter  kurze  Erklarungen  ein. 


I.  Fragment  (A). 

i.  The  General  Prologue.*) 
Whan  that  Aprille   with  hise   shoures 

soote 
The  droghte  of  March  hath  perced  to 

the   roote, 
And   bathed   euery  veyne   in   swich  li- 

cour, 

Of  which  vertu  engendred  is  the  flour; 
5  Whan    Zephirus    eek    with    his    swete 

breeth 

Inspired  hath  in  euery  holt  and  heeth 
The    tendre    croppes,    and    the    yonge 

sonne 

Hath  in  the  Ram  his  halfe  cours  yronne, 
And  smale  foweles  maken  melodye, 
10  That  slepen  al  the  nyght  with  open  [e]ye 
(So  priketh  hem  nature  in  hir  corages) : 
Thanne.    longen   folk   to   goon   on   pil 
grimages, 
And  palmeres,   for   to  seken   straunge 

strondes, 


To    feme    halwes,    kowthe    in    sondry 

londes ; 

And  specially  from  euery  shires  ende 
Of     Engelond     to     Caunturbury     they 

wende, 

The   hooly   blisful   martir  for   to  seke, 
That  hem  hath  holpen  whan  bat  they 

were   seeke. 

Bifil  that  in  that  seson  on  a  day, 
In  Southwerk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay, 
Redy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrymage 
To  Caunterbury  with  ful  deuout  corage, 
At  nyght  were  come  in  to  that  hostelrye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  ciompaignye 
Of   sondry   folk,    by  aventure    y-falle 
In  felaweshipe,  and  pilgrimes  were  they 

alle, 

That  toward  Caunterbury  wolden  ryde. 
The  chambres  and  the  stables   weren 

wyde, 

And  wel  we  weren  esed  atte  beste, 
And   shortly,   whan  the   sonne   was   to 

reste, 


*)  Here  bygynneth  (the)  Book  of  the  tales  of  Caunterbury  He.,  H.»,  Incipit  prologus 
fabularum  Cantuariensium  L.,  Here  b.  the  prolog  of  this  book,  etc.  Se.,  f.  E.,  etc.  — 
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So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  euerychon 
That  I  was  of  hir  felaweship(e)  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  ryse, 
To  take  oure  wey  ther-as  I  yow  deuyse. 
35  But  nathelees,  whil  I  haue  tyme  and 

space, 

Er  that  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace, 
Me  thynketh  it  acordaunt  to  resown 
To  telle  yow  al  the  condickmn 
Of  ech  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me, 
40  And  whiche  they  werew,  and  of  what 

degree, 
And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were 

inne, 
And  at  a  knyght  than  wol  I  first  bi- 

gynne. 
A  knyght  ther  was,  and  that  a  worthy 

man,  [^[Knyght 

That  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
45  To  riden  out,  he  loued  chiualrie, 

Trouthe  and  honour,  fredom  and  cur- 

teisie ; 

fful  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre, 
And  therto   hadde   he   riden,    no   man 

ferre, 

As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  in  Hethenesse, 
50  And   euere   honoured    for   his   worthy- 

nesse. 
*[At  Alisaundre  he  was  whan   it  was 

wonne ; 
fful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bi- 

gonne 

Abouen  alle  nacions  in  Pruce, 
In    Lettow    hadde    he    reysed    and    in 

Ruce, 

55  No  cristen  man  so  ofte  of  his  degree. 
In   Gernade   at   the   seege    eek   hadde 

he   be 

Of  Algezir,   and  ride[n]   in   Belmarye; 
At  Lyeys  was  he  and  at  Satalye, 
Whan   they  were   wonne,   and   in  the 

grete   See. 

60  At  many~a  noble  armee  hadde  he  be; 
At  mortal  batailles  hadde  he  been  fif- 

tene, 


And  foughten  for   oure  feith   at   Tra- 

myssene 

In  lystes  thries,  and  ay  slayn  his  foo. 
This  ilke  worthy  knyght  hadde  been  also 
Somtyme  with  the  lord  of  Palatye         65 
Agayn  another  hethen  in  Turkye, 
And  eueremoore  he  hadde  a  souereyn 

prys. 
And  though  J)at   he  were   worthy,   he 

was  wys, 

And  of  his  port  as  meeke  as  is  a  mayde. 
He   neuere  yet   no  vileynye   ne  sayde  70 
In  al  his  lyf,  vn-to  no  maner  wight, 
He  was  a  verray  parfit,  gentil  knyght. 
^[But  for  to  tellen  yow  of  his  array, 
His   hors  were[n]   goode,   but   he  was 

nat  gay; 

Of  /ustian  he  wered  a  gypon,  75 

A'l    bismotered   with   his    habergeon, 
ffor  he  was  late  ycome  from  his  viage, 
And  wente  for  to  doon  his  pilgrymage. 
With  hym  ther  was  his  sone,  a  yong 

Squier,  [f  Squier 

A    louyere    and    a   lusty    fcacheler,  80 

With  lokkes  crulle,  as  they  were  leyd 

in  presse. 

Of  twenty  yeer  of  age  he  was,  I  gesse; 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  euene  lengthe, 
And  wonderly  delyuere  and  of  greet 

strengthe, 
And  he  hadde  been  somtyme  in  chy-  85 

uachie 

In  fflaundres,  in  Artoys,  and  Pycardie, 
And  born  him  weel,  as  of  so  litel  space, 
In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace. 
Embrouded  was  he,  as  it  were  a  meede 
Al  ful  of  fresshe  floures,  whyte  and  90 

reede. 

Singynge  he  was  or  floytynge  al  the  day, 
He  was  as  fressh  as  is  the  Twonthe  of 

May. 
Short  was  his  gowne,  with  sleues  longe 

and  wyde; 
Wel  koude  he  sitte  on  hors  and  faire 

ryde. 
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95  He  koude  songes  make  and  wel  endite, 
luste  and   eek   daunce,  and  weel  pur- 

treye  and  write. 
So  hoote  he  louede,  that   by  nyghter- 

tale 
He     slepte     namoore     than     dooth     a 

nyghtyngale. 

Curteis  he  was,  lowely,  and  seruysable, 

00  And  carf  biforn  his  fader  at  the  table. 

A    Yeman    hadde    he,     and    seruantz 

namo  [^[  Yeman 

At  that  tyme,  for  hym  liste  ride  soo; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  hood  of 

grene; 

A  sheef  of  pecok  arwes,  bright  and  kene, 
05  Vnder  his  belt  he  bar  ful  thriftily. 
Wel  koude  he  dresse  his  takel  yemanly; 
Hise  arwes  drouped  noght  with  fetheres 

lowe, 
And   in   his   hand   he   baar  a   myghty 

bo  we. 
A   not-heed   hadde    he,    with    a    broun 

visage ; 
10  Of   woodecraft   wel    koude    he    al    the 

vsage. 

Vp-on  his  arm  he  baar  a  gay  bracer, 
And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler, 
And  on  that  oother  syde  a  gay  daggere, 
Harneised  wel  and  sharp  as  point  of 

spere; 
15  A   Cristophere   on   his   brest    of   siluer 

sheene. 
An  horn  he  bar,   the  bawdryk  was  of 

grene; 

A  /orster  was  he  soothly,  as  I  gesse. 
Ther  was  also  a  wonne,  a  Prio- 

resse,  [^[Prioresse 

That  of   hir  smylyng    was   ful   symple 

and  coy; 
20  Hir  gretteste  ooth  was  but  by  seinte 

Loy, 

And  she  was  cleped  madame  Eglentyne. 
fful  weel  she  soong  the  seruice  dyuyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  ful  seme[e]ly, 


And   frenssh    she    spak    ful    faire   and 

fetisly 

After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe, 
ffor  frenssh  of  Parys  was  to  hir(e) 

vnknowe. 

At  mete  wel  ytaught  was  she  with-alle; 
She  leet  no  morsel  from  hir  lippes  falle, 
Ne  wette  hir  fyngres  in  hir  sauce  depe; 
Wel  koude  she  carie^a  morsel  and 

wel  kepe, 

That  no  drope  ne  fille  vpon  hir  brist — 
In  curteisie  was  set  ful  muche[l]  hir  list; 
Hirje]  ouer-lippe  wyped  she  so  clene, 
That  in  hir  coppe  ther  was  no  ferth- 

yng  sene 
Of  grece,  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hir 

draughte. 

fful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  raughte, 
And  sikerly  she  was  of  greet  desport, 
And  ful  plesaunt,  and  amyable  of  port, 
And  peyned  hir(e)  to  countrefete  cheere 
Of  court,  and  [to]  been  estatlich  of 

manere, 

And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  reuerence. 
But  for  to  speken  of  hir  conscience, 
She  was  so   charitable  and   so  pitous, 
She  wolde  wepe   if  that   she  saugh  a 

mous 
Kaught   in  a   trappe,   if   it  were   deed 

or  bledde. 
Of  smale  houndes  hadde  she  J>at  she 

fedde 
With  rosted  flessh,  or  milk  and  wastel 

breed, 
But   soore   wepte   she,   if   any~of   hem 

were  deed, 

Or  if  men  smoot  it  with  a  yerde  smerte, 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte. 
fful  semyly  hir  wympul  pynched  was; 
Hir[e]  nose  tretys,  hir  [ejye'n  greye 

as   glas, 
Hir  mouth  ful  srnal  and  ther-to  softe 

and  reed, 
But,  sikerly,  she  hadde  a  fair  forheed, 
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55  It    was    almoost    a    spanne    brood,    I 

trowe  ; 

ffor,  hardily,  she  was  nat  vnder-growe. 
fful  fetys  was  hir  cloke,  as  I  was  war; 
Of  smal  coral  aboute  hir  arm  she  bar 
A  peire  of  bedes,  gauded  al  with  grene, 
60  And  ther-on  heng  a  brooch  of  gold  ful 

sheene, 

On  which  ther  was  first  write  a  crown 
ed   A, 

And  after:  'Amor  vincit  omnia*. 
Another  Nonne  with  hir(e)  hadde  she, 

[^[Nonne 
That  was  hir[e]  chapeleyne,  and  preestes 

thre.  [^[preestes 

65  A  Monk  ther  was,  a  fair  for  the  mais- 

trie,  [^[Monk 

An  outrider(e),   that  louede  venerie, 
A  manly  man,  to  been  an  abbot  able, 
fful  many~a  deyntee  hors  hadde  he  in 

stable, 
And  whan  he  rood,   men  myghte  his 

brydel   heere 
70  Gynglen    in     a    whistlynge    wynd    als 

cleere 

And  eek  as  loude  as  dooth  f)e  chapel- 
belle, 
Ther-as  this  lord  was  keper(e)   of  the 

celle; 
The  reule  of  seint  Maure  or  of  seint 

Beneit, 
By  cause  that  it  was  old  and  som-del 

streit, 

75  This  ilke  Monk  leet  olde  thynges  pace, 
And  heeld   after   the   newe   world   the 

space. 

He  yaf  nat  of  that  text  a  pulled  hen, 
That  seith  that  hunters  be[th]  nat  hooly 

men, 

Ne  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  rewZelees, 

80  Is  likned  til  a  fissh  [hat]  is  waterlees, 

That   is  to   seyn :  a  monk  out  of  his 

cloystre. 
But  thilke  text  heeld  he  nat  worth  an 

oystre, 


A'nd    I   seyde   his  opinion   was   good; 
What  sholde  he  studie~and  make  hym- 

seluen  wood 
Vpon    a    book    in    cloystre    alwey     to  85 

poure, 
Or  swynken  with  his  handes,  and  la- 

boure 
As  Austyn  bit?    .How  shal  the  world 

be  serued? 
Lat  Austyn  haue  his  [owene]  swynk  to 

him  reserued! 

Therfore    he   was    a   prikasour    aright. 
Grehoundes     he    hadde     as    swift     as  90 

fowel  in  flight; 
Of   prikyng   and    of   huntyng    for   the 

hare 
Was  al  his  lust,  for  no  cost  wolde  he 

spare. 
I    seigh    his    sleues    ypurfiled    at    the 

hond 
With  grys,  and  that  the  fyneste  of  a 

lond; 
And,    for    to    festne    his    hood    vnder  95 

his   chyn, 
He    hadde    of    gold    [yjwroght    a    ful 

curious    pyn, 
A  loue-knotte  in  the  gretter  ende  ther 

was. 
His    heed    was    balled,    J>at    shoon    as 

any  glas, 
And  eek   his   face   as    it   hadde    been 

enoynt. 
He   was   a   lord   ful   fat   and   in  good  00 

poynt, 
Hise  [ejye'n  stepe  and  rollynge  in  his- 

heed, 

That  stemed  as  a  forneys  of  a  leed; 
Hise  bootes  souple,  his  hors  in  greet 

estaat : 

Now  certeinly,  he  was  a  fair  prelaat; 
He  was  nat  pale  as  a  forpyned  goost.  05 
A  fat  swan  loued  he  best  of  any  roost. 
His  palfrey  was  as  broun  as  is  a  berye. 
A  ffrere  ther  was,  a  wantown[e]  and 

a  merye,  [<|[ffrere 
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A  lymytour,  a  ful  solempne   man; 
10  In  alle  the   ordres   foure   is  noon  J>at 

kan 

So  muchel  of  daliaimce  and   fair  Ian- 
gage. 

He  hadde  maad  ful  many^a  manage 
Of  yonge  wommen  at  his  owene  cost. 
Vn-to  his  ordre  he  was  a  noble  post, 
15  And  wel  biloued  and  famulier  was  he 
With  frankeleyns  ouer-al  in  his  contree, 
A'nd  with  worthy  wommen  of  the  toun  ; 
ffor   he   hadde    power  of   confessioun, 
As  seyde  hym-self,  moore  than  a  curat, 
20  ffor  of  his   ordre  he   was  licenciat. 
fful  swetely  herde  he  confessiown, 
And   plesaunt  was   his  absoluckwn. 
He  was  an  esy  man  to  yeue  penaunce 
Ther-as  he  wiste  to  haue  a  good  pit- 

aunce ; 

25  ffor  vnto  a  poure  ordre  for  to  yiue 
Is  signe  J>at  a  man  is  wel  yshryue; 
ffor,  if  he  yaf,  he  dorste  make  avaunt 
He  wiste  that  a  man  was  repentaunt; 
ffor  many~a  man  so  hard[e]  is  of  his 

herte, 
30  He  may  nat  wepe  al-thogh  hym  soore 

smerte. 
Therfore    in    stede    of    wepynge     and 

preyeres 
Men   moote   yeue   siluer  to   the   poure 

freres. 

His  typet  was  ay  farsed  ful  of  knyues 

And  pynnes,  for  to  yeuen  yonge  wyues. 

35  And,  certeinly,  he  hadde  a  murye  note; 

Wel  koude  he  synge  and  pleyen  on  a 

rote; 

Of  yeddynges  he  baar  outrely  the  pris. 

His  nekke  whit  was  as  the  flour-delys, 

Ther-to  he  strong  was  as  a  champiown. 

40  He  knew   the   teuernes  wel   in  al  the 

toun, 

And  euerich   ftostiler   and   tfappestere 
Bet  than  a  lazar  or  a  beggestere; 


ffor  vn-to  swich  a  worthy   man  as  he 
Acorded    nat,    as    by    his    facultee, 
To  haue  with  sike  lazars  aqueyntaztnce ;  4£ 
It  is  nat  honeste,  it  may  nat  avatmce 
ff6r  to  deelen  with  no  swich  poraille, 
But   al   with   riche  and   selleres   of  vi- 

taille. 

And  ouer-al,  ther-as  profit  sholde  arise, 
Curteis  he  was  and  lowely  of  seruyse,  5C 
Ther  nas  no  man  nowher  so  vertuous. 
He    was    the    beste    begger(e)    in    his 

hous  ; 
ffor   thogh    a    wydwe    hadde    noght    a 

sho — 

So  plesaunt  was  his  'In  principio' — , 
Yet  wolde  he  haue  a  ferthyng  er  he  5f 

wente. 
His   purchas  was   wel   bettre   than   his 

rente ; 
And  rage  he  koude  as  it  were  right  a 

whelp(e). 
In   loue-dayes   ther   koude   he    muchel 

help(e), 

ffor  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  cloysterer 
With  [a]  thredbare  cope,  as  is  a  poure  6( 

scoler, 

But  he  was  lyk  a  maister  or  a  pope. 
Of  double  worstede  was  his  semycope, 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out  of  the 

presse. 
Somwhat   he   lipsed   for   his   wantown- 

esse, 
To  make  his  englissh  sweete  vp-on  his  6' 

tonge ; 
And    in    his    harpyng,    whan    J>at    he 

hadde   songe, 

Hise  [e]yen  twynkled  in  his  heed,  aryght 
As  doon  the  sterres  in  the  frosty  nyght. 
This  worthy  lymytour  was  cleped  Hu- 

berd. 
A   Marchant   was   ther  with   a   forked  7C 

berd,  [^[Marchant 

I'n  raotlee,  and  hye  on  horse  he  sat, 
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Vp-on  his  heed  a  fflaundryssh  6euer[e]- 

hat; 

Hise   bootes   clasped  faire  and   fetisly. 

Hise    resons   he    spak   ful    solempnely, 

75  Sownynge  alway  thencrees  of  his  wyn- 

nyng. 
He  wolde  the  see  were   kept  for  any 

thing 

Bitwixe    Middelburgh   and    Orewelle. 
Wei  koude   he   in  eschaunge   sheeldes 

selle. 

This  worthy  man  ful  wel  his  wit  bisette, 
80  Ther   wiste    no    wight   hat    he    was   in 

dette, 

So  [ejstatly  was  he,  of  his  gouernaunce, 
With     his    bargaynes     and    with     his 

cheuyssaunce. 
ffor  sothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with- 

alle, 
But— sooth  to  seyn — I   noot  how  men 

hym  calle. 

85  A    Clerk   ther   was   of   Oxenford   also, 

[f  Clerk  of  Oxenford 

That    vn-to    logyk    hadde    longe    ygo; 

As  leene   was   his   hors   as   is   a  rake, 

And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  vndertake, 

But  looked  holwe,  and  ther-to  sobrely. 

90  fful  thredbare  was  his  ouereste  courte- 

PY» 

ffor  he  hadde  gete[n]  hym  yet  no  bene 
fice, 

Ne  was  so  worldly  for  to  haue  office. 

ffor  hym  was  leuere  haue  at  his  beddes 
heed 

Twenty  bookes,  clad  in  blak  or  reed, 
95  Of  Aristotle   and   his  philosophic 

Than   robes   riche,    or   fithele,    or   gay 
sautrie. 

But  al  be  that  he  was  a  philosophre, 

Yet  hadde  he   but  litel  gold  in  cofre, 

But  al  hat  he  myghte  of  his  freendes 

hente, 

00  On    bookes    and    his    lernynge    he    it 
spente, 

And  bisily  gan  for  the  soules  preye 


Of    hem    hat    yaf    hym    wher-with    to 

scoleye. 
Of    studie    took    he    moost    cure    and 

moost  heede; 
Noght  o  word  spak  he  moore  than  was 

neede, 
And     that    was    seyd    in    forme     and  05 

reuerence, 
And   short   and    quyk,   and   ful   of   hy 

sentence; 
Sownynge     in    moral    vertu    was     his 

speche, 
And  gladly  wolde  he  lerne,  and  gladly 

teche. 

A  Sergeant  of  the  Lawe,  war  and  wys, 
[^[Sergeant  of  lawe 

That  often  hadde  been  at  the  parvys,  10 
Ther  was  also,  ful  riche  of  excellence. 
Discreet  he  was  and  of  greet  reuerence; 
He  semed  swich,   hise  wordes  werefn] 

so  wise. 

Justice    he    was    ful    often    in    assise, 
By  patente  and  by  pleyn  commissioun,  15 
ffor    his    science    and    for    his    heigh 

renoun ; 

Of  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  oon. 
So    greet    a    purchasour    was    nowher 

noon; 

Al  was  fee  symple  to  hym  in  effect, 
His  purchasyng  myghte  nat  been  infect.  20 
Nowher  so  bisy^a  man  as  he  ther  nas, 
And  yet  he  semed  bisier  than  he  was. 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  doomes 

alle 
That  from  the  tyme  of  kyng  William 

were  [y]falle. 
Ther-to  he  koude  endite  and  make  a  25 

thyng; 
Ther  koude  no  wight  pynchefn]  at  his 

writyng, 
And  euery  statut   koude  he   pleyn  by 

rote. 

He  rood  but  hoomly  in  a  medlee  'cote, 
Girt  with  a   ceint  of   silk  with  barres 

smale ; 
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30  Of   his    array   telle    I    no   lenger   tale. 

A  ffrankeleyn  was  in  his  compaignye. 

[^[ffrankeleyn 

Whit  was  his  heed  as  is  a  dayesye, 
Of  his  complexkwn  he  was  sangwyn. 
Wei  loued  he  by  the  morwe  a  sop(e) 

in   wyn; 

35  To  lyuen  in  delit  was  euere  his  wone, 
For   he   was   Epicurus   owene   sone, 
That   heeld   opiniown   that   pleyn   delit 
Was  verray  felicitee   parfit. 
An    housholder(e),    and    that    a    greet, 

was  he, 

40  Seint    Julian    was    he    in    his    contree. 
His    breed,    his    ale   was    alweys    after 

oon; 
A    bettre    envyned    man    was    neuere 

noon; 
With-oute    bake-mete    was    neuere    his 

hous 
Of  fissh  and  flessh,  and  that  so  plen- 

teuous, 
45  It   snewed   in    his   hous    of   mete   and 

drynke, 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  men  koude  thynke. 
After  the  sondry  sesons  of  the  yeer, 
So  chaunged  he  his  mete  and  his 

soper. 
fful  many~a  fat  partrich  hadde  he  in 

wuwe, 
50  And  many^a  frreem  and  many^a  luce 

in  stuwe. 

Wo  was  his  cook  but  if  his  sauce  were 
Poynaunt  and  sharp,  and  redy  al  his 

geere. 

His  table  dormaunt  in  his  halle  alway 

Stood  redy  couered  al  the  longe  day. 

55  At  sessiowns  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire; 

fful  ofte  tyme  he  was  knyght  of  the 

shire. 

An  anlaas  and  a  gipser,  al  of  silk, 
Heeng   at   his    girdel,    whit   as   morne 

milk. 
A  shirreue  hadde  he  been  and  a  coun- 

tour; 


Was  nowher  swich  a  worthy  vauasour.  6 

An  J?aberdassher(e)  and  a   Carpenter, 

[^[Haberdasshere,  Carpenter 

A    Webbe,    a    Dyere,    and    a    Tapycer 

[^[Webbe,   Dyere,   Tapicer 

Were  with  vs,  clothed  alle  in  o  lyueree 

Of   a   solempne    and    [a]    greet   frater- 

nitee. 
fful  fressh  and  newe  hir  geere  apiked  6 

was; 
Hir   knyues   were   chaped   noght    with 

bras, 
But  al  with  siluer,  wroght  ful  clene  and 

weel 
Hir(e)   girdles  and  hir  pouches   euery- 

deel. 

Wei  semed  ech  of  hem  a  fair  burgeys 
To   sitten  in  a  yeldehalle  on  a  deys;  7 
E'uerich   for  the   wisdom  hat   he   kan 
Was  shaply  for  to  been  an  alderman; 
ffor  catel  hadde  they  ynogh  and  rente, 
And  eek  hir  wyues  wolde  it  wel  assente, 
And  elles  certeyn  were  they  to  blame:  7 
It  is  ful  fair  to  been  ycleped  ma  dame, 
And  goon  to   vigilies  al   bifore, 
And    haue   a   mantel   roialliche    ybore. 
A  Cook  they  hadde  with  hem  for  the 

nones,  [^[Cook 

To   boille  the   chiknes  with   the  wary-  8' 

bones, 
And  poudre-warchant  tart,   and  galyn- 

gale. 
Wel   koude   he   knowe  a   draughte   of 

Londown    ale ; 
He  koude  rooste,  and  sethe,  and  boille, 

and  frye, 

Maken  wortreux,  and  wel  bake  a  pye. 
But  greet  harm  was  it,  as  it  thoughte  8J 

me, 
That   on   his    shyne   a   mormal   hadde 

he; 
ffor  blankmanger,   that  made  he  with 

the    beste. 
A  Shipman  was  ther,  wonynge  fer  by 

weste;  [f  Shipman 
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ffor  aught   I   woot,   he   was  of  Derte- 

mouthe. 

90  He  rood  vpon  a  rouncy,  as  he  kouthe, 
I'n  a  gowne  of  faldyng  to  the  knee. 
A  dagger(e)  hangynge  on  a  laas  hadde 

he 
Aboute     his     nekke     vnder    his      arm 

adoun. 
The  hoote  somer  hadde  maad  his  hewe 

al  broun, 

95  And,  certeinly,  he  was  a  good  felawe. 
fful  many~a  draughte  of  wyn  hadde 

he    drawe 

ffro  Burdeuxward,  whil  that  the  chap 
man  sleep. 

Of  nyce  conscience  took  he  no  keep; 
If  J)at  he  faught,  and  hadde  the  hyer 

hond, 
00  By  watr*  he  sente  hem  hoom  to  euery 

lond. 
But    of    his    craft    to    rekene    wel    his 

tydes, 
Hise   stremes   and   hise  daungers   hym 

bisides, 

His  herberwe  and  his  moone,  his  lode- 
menage, 
Ther   nas   noon   swich   from    Hulle   to 

Cartage. 

05  Hardy  he  was  and  wys  to  vndertake; 
With  many~a  tempest  hadde  his  berd 

been  shake. 

He  knew  alle  the  hauenes,  as  they  were 
ffro  Gootlond  to  the  Cape  of  ffynystere, 
And  euery  cryke  in  Britaigne  and  in 

Spayne. 

10  His  &arge  ycleped  was  the  Maudelayne. 

With  vs  ther  wate  a  Doctour  of  Phisik; 

[^[Doctour  of  Phisik 

In  al  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon  hym 

lik 

To  speke  of  phisik  and  of  surgerye, 
ffor  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye. 
15  He  kepte  his  pacient  a  ful  greet  deel 
In  houres  by  his  magyk  natureel; 
Wel  koude  he  fortunen  the  ascendent 
Of  hise  ymages  for  his  pacient. 


He  knew  the  cause  of  euerich  maladye, 
Were   it  of  hoot,   or  cold,   or  moyste,  20 

or  drye, 
And   where   [they]    engendred,   and   of 

what    humour ; 

He   was  a   verray  parfit   praktisour. 
The   cause   yknowe   and   of   his   harm 

the    roote, 

Anon  he  yaf  the  sike  man  his  boote. 
fful   redy  hadde   he   hise   apothecaries  25 
To  sende  him  drogges  and  hise  letuaries ; 
ffor   ech  of  hem  made   oother  for  to 

wynne, 
Hir    frendshipe    nas    nat    newe    to    bi- 

gynne. 

Wel  knew  he   the  olde   Esculapius, 
And   Deyscorides,    and   eek   Rufus,        30 
Olde    Ypocras,    Haly,    and    Galyen, 
Serapion,  Razis,  and  Auycen, 
Auerrois,  Damascien,  and  Constantyn, 
Bernard,  and  Gatesden,  and  Gilbertyn. 
Of  his  diete  mesurable  was  he,  35 

ffor   it   was    of   no    superfluitee, 
But  of  greet  norissyng  and  digestible. 
His  studie  was  but  litel  on  the  Bible. 
In  sangwyn  and  in  pers  he  clad  was 

al, 

Lyned   with    foffata    and   with    sendal.  40 
And  yet  he  was  but  esy  of  dispence; 
He   kepte   that   he   wan   in  pestilence, 
ffor  gold  in  phisik  is  a  cordial; 
Therfore  he  louede  gold  in  special. 
A  good  Wif  was  ther  of  biside  Bathe,  45 

[f  The   goode  Wif   of  Bathe 
But    she    was    som-del    deef,    and    hat 

was  scathe. 
Of  clooth-makyng  she  hadde  swich  an 

haunt, 

She  passed  hem  of  Ypres  and  of  Gaunt. 
In    ai    the    parisshe    wif    ne    was    ther 

noon 
That  to  the  offrynge  bifore  hir(e)  sholde  50 

goon, 
And   if  ther   dide,   certeyn,   so  wrooth 

was  she, 
That  she  was  out  of  alle  charitee. 
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Hir    couerchiefs    ful    fyne    were[n]    of 

ground — 
I    dorste     swere     they     weyeden     ten 

pound — , 
55  That   on   a   /Sonday   were[n]    vpon   hir 

heed. 

Hir  hosen  weren  of  fyn  scarlet  reed, 
fful  streite  yteyd,  and  shoes  ful  moyste 

and   newe. 
Boold  was  hir  face  and  fair,  and  reed 

of  hewe. 

She  was  a  worthy  womman  al  hir  lyue; 
60  Housbondes  at  chirche-dore  she  hadde 

fyue, 
Withouten      oother      compaignye       in 

youthe — 
But    ther-of    nedeth    nat    to    speke    as 

nowthe  ; 
And     thries    hadde    she    been    at    le- 

rusalem. 
She    hadde    passed    many~a    straunge 

strem  ; 
65  At  Rome  she  hadde  been  and  at  Bo- 

loigne, 
In   Galice   at   Seint   lame   and   at   Co- 

loigne : 
She  koude  muchefl]  of  wandrynge  by 

the  weye. 

Gat-tothed  was  she,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
Vp-on  an   ambler(e)   esily  she   sat, 
70  Ywympled   wel,    and    on   hir    heed   an 

hat 

As  brood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe; 
A  foot-mantel  aboute  hir  hipes  large, 
And  on  hire  feet  a  paire  of  spores 

sharpe. 
In  felaweship(e)  wel  koude  she  laughe 

and  carpe; 
75  Of    remedies    of    loue    she    knew    per 

chaunce, 
For   she   koude    of   that    art   the   olde 

daunce. 

A  good-man  was  ther  of  religioun, 
And  was  a  poure  Persotm  of  a  toun, 
[^[Perscmn   of   a   toun 


But    riche    he    was    of    hooly    thought 

and  werk. 

He   was   also   a   lerned    man,   a   clerk,  8C 
That     Cristes    gospel     trewely     wolde 

preche, 
Hise     parisshens     deuoutly    wolde     he 

teche. 

Benygne  he  was  and  wonder  diligent, 
And  in  aduersitee  ful  pacient, 
A'nd  swich  he  was  preued  ofte  sithes.  85 
fful  looth  were  hym  to  cursen  for  hise 

tithes, 
But    rather    wolde    he    yeuen,    out    of 

doute, 

Vn-to  hise  poure   parisshens  aboute 
Of   his   offryng,   and   eek   of   his   sub- 

staunce ; 
He    koude    in    litel   thyng    haue    suffi-  9C 

saunce. 
Wyd  was  his  parisshe,  and  houses  fer 

a-sonder, 

But  he  ne  lafte  nat,  for  reyn  ne  thonder, 
In  siknesse  nor  in  meschief  to  visite 
The  ferreste  in  his  parisshe,  muche 

and   lite, 

Vp-on  his  feet,  and  in  his  hand  a  staf.  9£ 
This  noble  ensample  to  hise  sheep  he 

yaf, 
That  firste  he  wroghte,  and  afterward 

[that]  he  taughte; 
Out    of    the     gospel    he    tho     wordes 

caughte, 

And  this  figure  he  added  eek  ther-to: 
That,  if  gold  ruste,  what  shal  e'ren  OC 

doo? 
For  if  a  preest  be  foul  on  whom  we 

truste, 

No  wonder  is  a  lewed  man  to  ruste, 
And  shame  it  is,  if  a  prest  take  keep, 
A  shiten  shepherde  and  a  clene  sheep. 
Wel  oghte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  05 

yiue 
By   his    clennesse    how   {)at    his   sheep 

sholde    lyue. 
He  sette   nat   his   benefice   to   hyre, 
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And  leet  his  sheep  encombred  in  the 

myre, 

And  ran  to  Londown  vn-to  seinte  Poules 

10  To  seken  hym  a  chaunterie  for  soules, 

Or   with   a    bretherhed   to    been   with- 

holde, 
But  dwelleth  at  hoom,  and  kepeth  wel 

his    folde, 
So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  mys- 

carie. 
He   was    a    shepherde,    [and]    noght   a 

wercenarie, 
15  And   though   he   hooly  were   and  ver- 

tuous, 

He  was  to  synful  man  nat  despitous, 
Ne  of  his  speche  daungerous  ne 

digne, 

But  in  his  techyng  discreet  and  benygne; 
drawen  folk  to  heuene  by  fairnesse, 
good  ensample,  this  was  his  bi- 

synesse, 

But    it    were    any   persone    obstinat, 
What-so   he   were,   of   heigh   or  lough 

estat, 
Hym    wolde    he    snybben   sharply    for 

the  nonys : 
A    bettre    prest    I    trowe    J)at    nowher 

noon  ys; 
25  He  waiteth  after  no  pompe  and  reue- 

rence, 

Ne  maked  him  a  spiced  conscience, 
But    Cristes    loore    and    hise    Apostles 

twelue 
He    taughte,    but    first    he    folwed    it 

hym-selue. 
With  hym  ther  was  a   Plowman,   was 

his    brother,         [*[  Plowman 
30  That  hadde  ylad  of  dong  ful  many^a 

f  other. 

A  trewe  swynker(e)  and  a  good  was  he, 
Lyuynge  in  pees  and  parfit  charitee; 
God  loued  he  best  with  al  his  hoole 

herte 


At   alle   tymes,    thogh   hym   gamed  or 

smerte, 
And  thanne  his  neighebor[e],  right  as  35 

hym-selue. 
He  wolde  thresshe  and  ther-to  dyke  and 

delue, 

For  Cristes  sake,  for  euery  poure  wight 
Withouten  hire,  if  it  lay  in  his  myght. 
Hise  tithes  payde  he  ful  faire  and 

wel, 
Bothe    of    his    propre    swynk    and    his  40 

catel. 

In    a    tabard    he    rood    vpon    a   were. 
!    Ther  was  also  a  Reue  and  a  Millere, 

[fMillere 

A    Somnour   and   a    Pardoner    also, 
A    Maunciple   and    my-self — ther   were 

namo. 
*[The    Miller(e)    was    a   stout    carl   for  45 

the    nones ; 
Ful  byg  he  was  of  brawn  and  eek  of 

bones. 
That   proued  wel,   for  ouer-al   ther  he 

cam, 
At    wrastlynge    he    wolde    haue    alwey 

the    ram. 
1   He  was  short-sholdred,  brood,  a  thikke 

knarre, 
Ther  was  no  dore  J>at  he  wolde  heue  50 

of  harre, 
Or    breke    it    at   a    rennyng    with    his 

heed. 

His  berd  as  any  sowe  or  fox  was  reed 
And  therto  brood,  as  though  it  were  a 

spade. 
Vp-on   the   cop   right   of    his    nose   he 

hade 
A  werte,   and  ther-on  stood  a  toft  of  55 

herys, 

Reed  as  the  brustles  of  a  sowes  erys; 
Hise  nosethirles  blake  were  and  wyde. 
A  swerd  and  [a]  bokeler  bar  he  by 

his    syde. 
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i.  The  General  Prologue. 


559—612 


His    mouth   as    greet   was    as   a   greet 

forneys. 

60  He  was  a  ^angler(e)  and  a  goliardeys, 
And    that    was    moost    of    synne    and 

harlotries. 
Wei  koude  he  stelen  corn,  and  tollen 

thries, 
And  yet  he  hadde  a  thombe  of  gold, 

pardee. 

A  whit  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he ; 
65  A  baggepipe  wel  koude  he  blowe  and 

sowne, 
And    ther-with-al    he    broghte    vs    out 

of    towne. 
A    gentil    Maunciple    was    ther    of    a 

temple,  [^[Maunciple 

Of     which     ochatours      myghte     take 

exemple 

ffor  to  be  wise  in  byynge  of  vitaille; 
70  ffor   wheither   that   he   payde   or   took 

by   taille, 

Algate    he    wayted    so    in    his    achaat, 
That   he  was   ay   biforn   and   in   good 

staat. 
Now   is   nat    that   of    God   a   ful   fair 

grace 
That   swich  a  lewed   mannes   wit  shal 

pace 
75  The    wisdom    of    an    heep    of    lerned 

men? 
Of  maistres  hadde  he  mo  than  thries 

ten, 
That     were[n]     of     lawe     expert     and 

curious, 
Of  whiche  J)er  were[n]   a   duszeyne  in 

that   hous, 
Worthy  to  been  stywardes  of  rente  and 

lond 

80  Of  any  lord  that  is   in  Engelond, 
To   make[n]   hym  lyue   by   his   propre 

good 
In    honour    dettelees,    but    if    he    were 

wood, 

Or  lyue  as  scarsly  as  hym  list  desire, 
And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire 
85  In  any  caas  J)at  myghte  falle  or  happe: 


And  yet   this   manciple  sette   hir  aller 

cappe. 

The  Reue  was  a  sclendre  colerik  man; 

[^[Reue 
His    berd   was    shaue    as    ny    as    euer 

he  kan; 
His   heer  was    by   his    erys   ful   round 

yschorn. 

His  top  was  doked  lyk  a  preest  biforn.  9( 
fful  longe  were  his  legges  and  ful  lene, 
Ylyk   a  staf,   ther  was   no  calf  ysene: 
Wel   koude   he   kepe   a   gerner  and  a 

bynne, 
Ther  was  noon  auditour  koude  of  him 

wynne. 
Wel  wiste  he  by  the   droghte  and  by  9« 

the   reyn 
The  yeldynge  of  his  seed  and  of  his 

greyn. 

His  lordes  sheep,  his  neet,  his  dayerye, 
His    swyn,    his    hors,    his    stoor,    and 

his  pultrye 

Was  hoolly  in  this  Reues   gouernyng. 
And  by  his  couenant  yaf  the  rekenyng,  Q( 
Syn  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of 

age; 
Ther   koude   no   man   brynge   hym   in 

arrerage. 
Ther  nas  baillif,  ne  hierde,  nor  oother 

hyne 
That  he  ne  knew  his  sleighte  and  his 

couyne ; 
They   were   adrad   of   hym    as   of   the  Qi 

deeth. 
His    wonyng   was    ful   faire    vp-on   an 

heeth, 
With    grene    trees    shadwed    was     his 

place. 
He   koude    bettre    than    his    lord    pur- 

chace. 

fful   riche   he   was   astored    pryuely; 
His  lord  wel  koude  he  plesen  subtilly  K 
To  yeue  and  lene  hym  of  his  owene 

good, 
And  haue  a  thank,  and   yet  a  gowne 

and   hood. 


559.  as  greet]  as  wyde  H.4  (GL).     73.  fair]  greet  He.     77.  weren  E.He.L.     78.  weren 
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i.  The  General  Prologue. 


In    youthe    he    hadde    lerned    a    good 

myster : 

He    was   a    wel   good    wrighte,    a   car 
penter. 

15  This  Reue  sat  vp-on  a  ful  good  stot, 
That  was  al  pomely  grey,  and  highte 

Scot. 

A  long  surcote  of  pers  vp-on  he  hade, 
And  by  his  syde  he  baar  a  rusty  blade. 
Of  Northfolk  was  this  Reue  of  which 

I    telle, 

20  Biside  a  toun  men  clepen  Baldeswelle. 
Tukketi  he  was,  as  is  a  frere,  aboute, 
And  euere  he  rood  the  hyndreste  of 

oure    route. 
A  Somonour  was  ther  with  vs  in  that 

place,  [  ^[  Somonour 

That    hadde    a    fyr-reed    Cherubynnes 

face  ; 
25  ffor    sawcefleem    he    was,    with    [ejyen 

narwe. 
As   hoot   he   was   and   lecherous   as   a 

sparwe, 
With    scaled    browes    blake    and    piled 

berd; 

Of  his  visage   children  were   aferd. 
Ther  nas  quyk-siluer,  lytarge,  ne  brym- 

stoon, 

30  Boras,  ceruce,  ne  oille  of  dartre  noon, 
Ne  oynement  that  wolde  dense  and 

byte, 
That  hym  myghte  helpen  of  the  whelkes 

white, 
Nor   of   the    knobbes    sittynge    on   his 

chekes. 
Wel    loued    he    garleek,    oynons,    and 

eek   lekes, 
35  And  for  to  drynken  strong  wyn,  reed 

as    blood. 
Thanne   wolde   he    speke   and    crie   as 

he  were  wood; 
And  whan  JDat  he  wel  dronken  hadd§ 

the   wyn, 
Than   wolde    he    speke    no    word    but 

latyn. 
A  fewe  termes  hadde  he,  two  or  thre, 


That   he   had   lerned   out    of   som   de-  40 

cree  — 

No  wonder  is,  he  herde  it  al  the  day. 
And  eek  ye  knowen  wel  how  J)at  a  *ay 
Kan  clepen  'watte'  as  wel  as  kan  the 

pope. 
But    who    so    koude    in    oother    thyng 

hym    grope, 
Thanne   hadde  he   spent  al   his  philo-  45 

sophie ; 
Ay    'questio    quid    iuris'    wolde    he 

crie. 

He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kynde, 
A  bettre  felawe  sholde  men  noght 

fynde. 

He  wolde  suffre,  for  a  quart  of  wyn, 
A  good  felawe  to  haue  his  concubyn  50 
A  twelf-monthe,  and  excuse  hym  atte 

fulle. 
And    priuely    a    fynch    eek    koude    he 

pulle, 

And  if  he  foond  owher  a  good  felawe, 
He  wolde  techen  him  to  haue  noon 

awe 

In  swich  caas  of  the  Ercedekenes  curs,  55 
But    if   a    mannes   soule    were    in   his 

purs; 
ffor  in  his  purs  he  sholde  ypunysshed 

be; 
'Purs  is  the  Ercedekenes  helle/  seyde 

he. 

But  wel  I  woot  he  lyed  right  in  dede; 
Of  cursyng  oghte  ech  gilty  man  him  60 

drede — 
ffor  curs  wol  slee,  right  as  assoillyng 

sauith — 
And    also    ware    him    of    a    'Signifi- 

cauit.' 

In  daunger  hadde  he,  at  his  owene  gise, 
The  yonge  girles  of  the  diocise, 
And  knew  hir  conseil,  and  was  al  hir  65 

reed. 

A  gerland  hadde  he  set  vp-on  his  heed 
As  greet  as  it  were  for  an  ale-stake; 
A  bokeleer  hadde  he  maad  him  of 

a  cake. 
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669—723 


With    hym    ther    was     a    gentil    Par 
doner  [^[Pardoner 
70  Of    Rounciuale,    his    freend    and     his 

compeer, 
That  streight  was  comen  fro  the  court 

of  Rome, 
fful  loude  he  soong:  'Com  hider,  loue, 

to  me;' 
This  Somonour  bar  to  hym  a  stif  bur- 

doun, 
Was  neuere  trompe  of  half  so  greet  a 

soun. 
75  This    Pardoner    hadde    heer   as    yelow 

as   wex, 
But  smothe  it  heeng  as  dooth  a  strike 

of  flex, 
By  ounces   henge   hise   lokkes   J>at   he 

hadde, 
And   ther-with   he    hise   shuldres   ouer- 

spradde, 
But    thynne    it    lay,    by    colpons    oon 

and    oon  ; 

80  But  hood  for  iolitee  wered  he  noon, 
For  it  was  trussed  vp  in  his  walet. 
Hym  thoughte  he  rood  al  of  the  newe 

fet, 
Discheuelee,   saue   his   cappe,   he   rood 

al  bare. 
Swiche  glarynge  [ejyen  hadde  he  as  an 

hare. 
85  A  vernycle  hadde  he  sowed  vp-on  his 

cappe, 

Hfs    walet    biforn    hym    in    his    lappe, 
Bret-ful  of  pardown,  come[n]  from  Rome 

al  hoot. 
A  voys   he   hadde  as   smal  as  hath  a 

goot, 
No  berd  hadde  he,   ne   neuere  sholde 

haue, 

?0  As  smothe  it  was  as  it  were  late  shaue ; 
I  trowe  he  werie  a  geldyng  or  a  mare. 
But  of  his  craft  fro  Berwyk  in-to  Ware 
Ne  was  ther  swich  another  pardoner; 
ffor  in  his  male  he  hadde  a  pilwe-beer 


Which   JDat,    he   seyde,   was   oure   lady  95 

veyl. 
He    seyde    he    hadde   a    gobet   of   the 

seyl 
That   seint   Peter   hadde  whan   J>at   he 

wente 

Vp-on  the  see,  til  Ihesu  Crist  hym  hente. 
He   hadde   a    croys   of    latown    ful  of 

stones, 

And  in  a  glas  he  hadde  pigges  bones.  00 
But  with  thise  relikes,  whan  J>at  he  fond 
A  poure  person  dwellynge  vp-on  lond, 
Vp-on  a  day  he  gat  hym  moore  moneye 
Than  J)at   the   person   gat   in  wonthes 

tweye. 
And    thus,    with    feyned    flaterye    and  05 

zapes, 
He  made  the  person  and  the  peple  hise 

apes. 

But  trewely  to  tellen  atte  laste, 
He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecclesiaste; 
Wei   koude    he    rede    a    lessown   or   a 

storie, 

But    alderbest    he    song   an    offertorie.  10 
ffor  wel.  he  wiste,  whan  |)at  song  was 

songe, 
He   moste   preche,    and   wel   affile   his 

tonge 

To  wynne  siluer,  as  he  ful  wel  koude; 
Therefore   he   song   the   murierly   and 

loude. 
NOw   haue   I   toold   you,   shortly   in  a  15 

clause, 
The   staat,    tharray,    the   nombre,    and 

eek   the   cause 
Why    J)at    assembled    was    this     com- 

paignye 

In  Southwerk  at  this  gentil  hostelrye, 
That  highte  the  Tabard,  faste  by  the 

Bette. 

But  now  is  tyme  to   yow  for  to  telle  20 
How  that  we  baren  vs  that  ilke  nyght, 
Whan  we  were  in  that  hostelrie  alyght. 
And  after  wol  I  telle  of  oure  viage 
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And    al    the    remenaunt    of    oure    pil 
grimage. 
25  But   first    I    praye   yow,    of   youre   cur- 

teisye, 

That    ye    narette    it   nat    my   vileynye, 
Thogh    J)at    I    pleynly    speke    in    this 

mateere 

To  telle  yow  hir  wordes  and  hir  cheere, 
Ne  thogh  I  speke  hir  wordes  proprely. 
30  ffor   this    ye    knowen   al-so    wel    as    I, 
Who-so  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man, 
He    moot[e]    reherce,    as    ny    as    euere 

he   kan, 

Euerich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
Al    speke    he    neu^r    so    rudeliche    or 

large, 

35  Or  ellis  he  moot  telle  his  tale  vntrewe, 
Or     feyne    thyng,     or    fynde     wordes 

newe. 
He   may  nat   spare,   al-thogh   he   were 

his    brother, 

He  moot  as  wel  seye  o  word  as  another. 
Crist  spak  hym-self  ful  brode  in  hooly 

writ, 

40  And,   wel   ye   woot,   no   vileynye   is  it. 
Eek  Plato  seith — who-so  Ipat  kan  hym 

rede — 
'The   wordes    moote    be   cosyn   to   the 

dede.' 

Also  I  preye  yow  to  foryeue  it  me, 
Al  haue  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
45  Heere  in  this  tale  as  J>at  they  sholde 

stonde ; 
My   wit   is    short,   ye   may   wel   vnder- 

stonde. 
*[  Greet    chiere    made    oure    hoost    vs 

euerichon, 

And  to  the  soper  sette  he  vs  anon; 
He  serued  vs  with  vitaille  at  the  beste. 
50  Strong  was  the  wyn,  and  wel  to  drynke 

vs  leste. 
A  semely  man  oure  hooste  was  with- 

alle 
ffor   to    been    a   warchal    in   an   halle. 


A  large  man  he  was  with  [e]yen  stepe; 
A  fairer  frurgeys  was  ther  noon  in 

Chepe, 
Boold  of  his  speche,  and  wys,  and  wel[l]  55 

ytaught, 
And    of    manhod    hym    lakkede    right 

naught. 

Eek  therto  he  was  right  a  myrie  man, 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he   bigan, 
And   spak  of   myrthe  amonges   othere 

thynges, 
Whan  that  we  hadde  maad  oure  reken-  60 

ynges, 
And  seyde  thus :  'Now,  lordynges,  trew- 

ely, 

Ye  been  to  me  right  welcome  hertely. 
ffor,  by  my  trouthe,  if  that  I  shal  nat 

lye, 
l~ne  saugh  [nat]  this  yeer  so  myrie^a 

compaignye 

Atones  in  this  herberwe  as  is  now;         65 
ffayn  wolde  I  doon  yow  myrthe,  wiste 

I  how? 
And    of    a    myrthe    I    am    right    now 

bythoght, 
To   doon   yow    ese,   and    it   shal   coste 

noght. 
*[[Ye   goon  to    Caunterbury — God   yow 

speede ! 
The    blisful    martir    quite    yow    youre  70 

meede! — 
And  wel   I   woot,   as   ye   goon  by  the 

weye, 

Ye  shapen  yow  to  talen  and  to  pleye; 
ffor,  trewely,  confort  ne  myrthe  is  noon 
To  ride  by  the  weye  doumb  as  the 

stoon. 

And  therfore  wol  I  maken  yow  disport,  75 
As    I    seyde   erst,   and   doon  yow  som 

confort, 

And  if  yow  liketh  alle,  by  oon  assent, 
ffor  to  stonden  at  my  iuggement, 
And    for    to    werken    as    I    shal    yow 

seye, 
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780-835 


80  To-morwe,  whan  ye  riden  by  the  weye, 
Now  by  my  fader  soule,  that  is  deed, 
But  [if]  ye  be  myrie,~I  wol  yeue  yow 

myn  heed. 
(^f)Hoold    vp    youre    hond    withouten 

moore  speche!' 

Oure  conseil  was  nat  longe  for  to  seche  ; 
85  Vs    thoughte    it    was    noght    worth    to 

make   it  wys, 
And   graunted   hym   wit/a-outen   moore 

auys, 
And  bade  him  seye  his  voirdit  as  hym 

leste. 
^f' Lordynges,'  quod  he,  'now  herkneth 

for  the  beste, 
But   taak   it   nought,    I    preye   yow,   in 

desdeyn ! 
90  This  is  the  poynt,  to  speken  short  and 

pleyn, 
That  ech  of  yow,  to  shorte  with  oure 

weye, 

In  this  viage  shal  telle  tales  tweye 
To  Caunterburyward,  I  mene  it  so, 
And  homward  he  shal  tellen  othere  two 
95  Of  auentures  that  whilom  han  bifalle; 
And  which  of  yow  that  bereth  hym 

best  of  alle — 

That  is  to  seyn,  that  telleth  in  this  caas 
Tales  of  best  sentence  and  moost 

solaas — 

Shal  haue  a  soper  at   oure  aller  cost 
00  Heere   in   this   place,   sittynge    by  this 

post, 
Whan  that  we  come  agayn  fro  Caunter- 

bury; 

And,  for  to  make  yow  the  moore  mury, 
I  wol  my-seluen  goodly  with  yow  ryde, 
Right  at  myn  owene  cost,  and  be  youre 

gyde, 
05  And  who-so  wole  my  ^uggement  with- 

seye 
Shal  paye  al  that  we  spenden  by  the 

weye. 


And   if   ye   vouche-sauf  that   it   be  so, 
TeHe  me  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
And   I   wol   erly  shape   me  therfore.' 
^[This  thyng  was  graunted,   and  oure  10 

othes    swore 
With  ful  glad  herte,  and  preyden  hym 

also 
That  he  wolde  vouche-sauf  for   to  do 

so, 
And  that   he  wolde  been   oure   gouer- 

nour, 

And  of  oure  tales  nige  and  reportour, 
And   sette   a  soper  at   a  certeyn  pris,  15 
And  we  wol  reuled  been  at  his  deuys 
flf)  In  heigh  and  lough,  and  thus,  by  oon 

assent, 

We    been   acorded    to   his    'iuggement. 
And  ther-vp-on  the  wyn  was  fet  anon; 
We  dronken,  and  to  reste  wente  echon,  20 
With-outen   any   lenger    taryynge. 
Amorwe,    whan    ]mt    day    gan    for    to 

sprynge, 
Vp    roos    oure    hoost,    and    was    oure 

aller    cok, 

And  gadrede  vs  togidre  alle  in  a  flok, 
And  forth  we  ride[n],  a  litel  moore  25 

than  paas, 

Vn-to  the  wateryng  of  Seint  Thomas, 
And  ther  oure  hoost  bigan  his  hors 

areste, 
And    seyde,    '.Lordynges,    herkneth,    if 

yow   leste ! 
If  Ye  woot  youre  foreward,  and  it  yow 

recorde, 

If  euen-song  and  morwe-song  accorde;  30 
Lat   se   now   who  shal   telle   the  firste 

tale! 

As  euere  mote  I  drynke  wyn  or  ale, 
Who-so  be  rebel  to  my  iuggement, 
Shal  paye  for  al  bat  by  the  wey  is 

spent. 
Now    draweth    cut,    er    J)at    we    ferrer  35 

twynne. 
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He  which  hat  hath  the  shorteste  shal 

bigynne.' 
'Sire   JCnyght,'   quod   he,    'my   mayster 

and  my  lord, 
Now    draweth    cut,    for    that    is    myn 

accord.' 
'Cometh    neer,'     quod    he,    'my     lady 

Prioresse, 
40  And  ye,  sire  Clerk,  lat  be  your  shame- 

fastnesse, 
Ne    studieth    noght!     Leye    hond     to, 

euery  man!' 

Anon    to    drawen    euery   wight    bigan, 

And,  shortly  for  to  tellen  as  it  was — 

Were  it  by  auenture,  or  sort,  or  cas — 

45  The  sothe   is  this:   the   cut  fil  to  the 

Jinyght, 
Of    which    ful    blithe    and    glad    was 

euery  wyght, 
And   telle    he    moste    his    tale   as   was 

resown, 

By  foreward  and  by  composiciown, 
As  ye  han  herd.    What  nedeth  wordes 

mo? 
50  And   whan  this   goode-man  saugh   J>at 

it   was   so, 

As  he  that  wys  was  and  obedient 
To    kepe    his    foreward    by    his     free 

assent, 
He    seyde,    '$yn    I    shal    bigynne    the 

game, 
What,  welcome  be  the  cut,  a  Goddes 

name! 
55  Now  lat   us  ryde,  and  herkneth  what 

I  seye.' 
And  with  that  word  we  ryden  forth  oure 

weye, 

And  he  bigan  with  right  a  myrie  cheere 
His  tale  anon,  and  seyde  in  this  ma- 

nere: 
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lamque  domos  patrias  Scithice  post 
aspera    gentis    prelia    laurigero    &c. 

^[  Heere  bigynneth  the  knyghtes  tale. 

Whilom,  as  olde  stories  tellen  vs, 
Ther   was   a   due   J)at   highte   Theseus;  60 
Of  Atthenes  he  was  lord  and  gouernour 
And  in  his  tyme  swich  a  conquerour, 
That  gretter  was  ther  noon  vnder  the 

sonne. 
fful    many~a   riche    contree    hadde    he 

wonne ; 
What  with  his  wysdom  and  his  chiual-  65 

rie, 

He  conquered  al  the  regne  of  ffemenye, 
That  whilom  was  ycleped  Scithia, 
And   weddede   the    quene    Ypolita, 
And    broghte    hir(e)    hoom    with    hym 

in  his  contree 
With  muchel  glorie~and  greet  solemp-  70 

nytee, 

And  eek  hir  faire  suster  Emelye. 
And  thus   with   victorie~and  with   me- 

lodye 

Lete  I  this  noble  due  to  Atthenes  ryde, 
And  al  his  hoost  in  armes  hym  bisyde. 
^f  And  certes,  if  it  nere  to  long  to  heere,  75 
I   wolde  haue  toold  yow  fully  the  ma- 

nere 

How  wonnen  was  the  regne  of  ffemenye 
By  Theseus  and  by  his  chiualrye, 
And  of  the  grete  bataille  for  the  nones 
Bitwixen    Atthenes    and    Amazones;       80 
And  how  asseged  was  Ypolita, 
The  faire  hardy  queene  of  Scithia, 
And  of  the  feste  J>at  was  at  hir  wed- 

dynge, 
And  of  the  tempest  at  hir  hoom  com- 

ynge. 
|    But    al    that    thyng    I    moot    as    now  85 

forbere, 

I  haue,  God  woot,  a  large  feeld  to  ere, 
And     wayke    been    the    oxen    in     my 

plough — 


841.  leye  G.L.  54.  a]  in  He.D.,  one  L.  58.  in  this  manere  E.H.4,  on  |)is  m.  D., 
as  ye  may  heere  He.,  etc.  —  Jamque  domos,  etc.:  Statius,  Theb.  XII,  519.  —  59 — 64.  SI. 
flit  G.  68.  weddede  C.H.'SL,  wedded  E.,  etc.  71.  faire]  yonge  He.,  etc.  (Sk.)  [cp.  972]. 
76.  han  told  §ow  H.*  (Sk.,  Gl.),  yow  haue  toold  E.,  yow  f.  He.,  etc. 


28 


2.  The  Knyghtes  Tale. 


888—944 


The    remenant    of    the    tale    is    long 

ynough. 
I    wol    nat    letten    eek    noon    of    this 

route : 

90  Lat  euery  felawe  telle  his  tale  aboute, 
And   lat   se    now   who   shal   the   soper 

wynne ! 

And  ther  I  lefte  I  wol  ageyn  bigynne. 
This  due,  of  whom  I  make  mencioun, 
Whan  he  was  come  almoost  vn-to  the 

toun 

95  In  al  his  wele  and  in  his  mooste  pride, 
He    was    war,    as    he    caste    his    [e]ye 

aside, 
Where  that  ther  kneled  in  the  heighe 

weye 
A    compaignye    of    ladyes,    tweye    and 

tweye, 

Ech  after  oother,  clad  in  clothes  blake, 
00  But  swich  a  cry  and  swich  a  wo  they 

make, 

That  in  this  world  nys  creature  lyuynge 
That  herde  swich  another  wayment- 

ynge; 
And    of    this    cry    they    nolde    neuere 

stenten, 

Til  they  the  reynes  of  his  brydel  henten. 
05  ^['What    folk    been    ye,    that    at    myn 

horn   comynge 

Perturben  so  my  feste  with  criynge,' 
Quod  Theseus,  'haue  ye  so  greet  enuye 
Of  myn  honour,  JDat  thus  compleyne  and 

crye? 
!Or     who     hath     yow     mysboden      or 

offended  ? 

10  And  telleth  me*  if  it  may  be  amended, 
And  why  {>at  ye  been  clothed  thus  in 

blak?' 

^[The  eldeste  lady  of  hem  alle  spak, 
Whan  she  hadde  swowned  with  a  deedly 

cheere, 
That   it   was    routhe   for   to   seen   and 

heere, 
15  And   seyde,    'Lord,    to   whom   f fortune 

hath  yiuen 
Victorie~and  as  a  conquerour  to  lyuen, 


Nat  greueth  vs  youre  glorie~and  youre 

honour, 

But    we    biseken    mercy    and    socour. 
Haue    mercy    on    oure    wo    and    oure 

distresse ! 
Som  drope  of   pitee,   thurgh   thy  gen-  20 

tillesse, 
Vp-on  vs  wrecched  wommen  lat  thou 

falle! 
ffor   certes,    lord,    ther   is    noon   of   vs 

alle, 
That  she  ne  hath  been  a  duchesse  or 

a    queene. 
Now    be    we    caytyues,    as    it    is    wel 

scene, 
Thanked    be    ffortune    and     hir    false  25 

wheel, 

That  noon  estat   assureth  to   be  weel. 
And  certes,  lord,  to  abyden  youre  pre 
sence, 
Heere  in  the  temple  of  the  goddesse 

Clemence 
We    han    ben    waitynge    al    this    four- 

tenyght. 
Now   help   vs,    lord,    sith    it   is   in   thy  30 

myght ! 
•p  wrecche,  which  J)at  wepe  and  crie 

thus, 

Was  whilom  wyf  to  kyng   Cappaneus, 
That  starf  at  Thebes— cursed  be  that 

day! 

And  alle  we,  that  been  in  this  array, 
And   maken   al   this   lamentacioun,          35 
We  losten  alle  oure  housbondes  at  that 

toun, 

Whil   that   the   seege  ther   aboute  lay. 
And   yet   now   the   olde    Creon — weila- 

way ! 

That  lord  is  now  of  Thebes  the  Citee, 
ffulfild   of   ^re    and    of   zniquitee,  40 

He,    for   despit   and   for   his   tirannye, 
To   do   the   dede   bodyes   vileynye 
Of  alle  oure  lordes,  whiche  that  been 

slawe, 
[He]  hath  alle  the  bodyes  on  an  heep 

ydrawe, 
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45  And    wol    nat    suffren    hem,    by    noon 

assent, 

Neither  to  been  yburyed  nor  ybrent, 
But  maketh  houndes  ete  hem  in  despit.' 
And  with  that  word,  with-outen  moore 

respit, 

They  fillen  gruf,   and  criden   pitously: 
50  'Haue   on  vs   wrecched  wommen   som 

mercy, 
And    lat    oure    sorwe    synken    in    thyn 

herte !' 
^[This  gentil  due  doun  from  his  courser 

sterte 
With  herte  pitous,  whan  he  herde  hem 

speke. 
Hym    thoughte    J)at    his    herte    wolde 

breke, 
55  Whan  he  saugh  hem  so  pitous  and  so 

maat 

That  whilom  weren  of  so  greet  estaat; 
And  in  his  armes  he  hem  alle  vp  hente, 
And  hem  conforteth  in  ful  good  entente, 
And  swoor  his  ooth,  as  he  was  trewe 

knyght, 

60  He  wolde  doon  so  ferforthly  his  myght 
Vp-on  the  tiraunt  Creon,  hem  to  wreke, 
That  al[l]  the  peple  of  Grece  sholde 

speke 

How  Creon  was  of  Theseus  yserued, 
As  he  J)at  hadde  his  deeth  ful  wel 

deserued. 
65  And     right    anoon,    with-outen    moore 

abood, 

His  &aner  he  desplayeth,  and  forth  rood 
To  Thebesward,  and  al  his  hoost  bi- 

side, 

No  neer  Atthenes  wolde  he  go  ne  ride, 
Ne  take  his  ese  fully   half  a  day, 
70  But    onward    on    his    wey    that    nyght 

he  lay, 

And  sente  anon  Ypolita  the  queene 
And  Emelye,  hir  yonge  suster  sheene, 
Vn-to  the  toun  of  Atthenes  to  dwelle, 
And  forth  he  rit — ther  is   namoore  to 

telle. 
75  The   rede   statue~of   Mars,   with   spere 

and  targe, 


So  shyneth  in  his  white  baner  large, 
That  alle  the  feeldes  glyteren  vp  and 

doun; 

And  by  his  franer  born  is  his  penoun 
Of  gold  ful  riche,  in  which  ther  was 

ybete 
The   Mynotaur,   which   that   he   slough  80 

in  Crete. 
^[Thus  rit  this  due,  thus  rit  this  con- 

querour, 
And    in    his    hoost    of    chiualrie    the 

flour, 

Til  J)at  he  cam  to  Thebes,  and  alighte 
ffaire  in  a  feeld  ther-as  he  thoughte 

fighte. 

But  shortly  for  to  speken  of  this  thyng,  85 
With  Creon,  which  J)at  was  of  Thebes 

kyng, 
He    f aught,    and    slough    hym    manly 

as  a  knyght 
In   pleyn   bataille,   and  putte   the  folk 

to    flyght, 

And  by  assaut  he  wan  the  citee  after, 
And  rente  adoun  bothe  wal[l],  and  90 

sparre,  and  rafter; 

And  to  the  ladyes  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of  hir  housbonde.s,  that 

were[n]    slayn, 
To    doon    obsequies,    as    was    tho    the 

gyse. 

But  it  were  al  to  longe  for  to  deuyse 
The  grete  clamour  and  the  wayment-  95 

ynge 

That  the  ladyes  made  at  the  brennynge 
O'f  the  bodies,  and  the  grete  honour 
That  Theseus,  the  noble  conquerour, 
Dooth  to  the  ladyes,  whan  they  from 

hym  wente, 

But  shortly  for  to  telle  is  myn  entente.  00 
^[Whan     J)at    this    worthy    due,     this 

Theseus, 
Hath  Creon  slayn,  and  wonne  Thebes 

thus, 
Stille   in  that   feeld   he   took  al   nyght 

his  reste, 
And  dide  with  al  the  contree  as  hym 

leste. 
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05  ^[To  ransake  in  the  taas  of  [the]  bodyes 

dede, 
Hem  for  to  strepe  of  harneys  and  of 

wede, 

The  pilours  diden   bisynesse  and  cure 
After    the    bataille    and    disconfiture. 
And    so    bifel    J)at    in    the    taas     they 

founde, 
10  Thurgh-girt  with  many^a  greuous  blody 

wounde, 
Two  yonge  knyghtes  liggynge  by  and 

by, 

Bothe  in  oon  armes,  wroght  ful  richely, 
Of  whiche  two  Arcita  highte  that  oon, 
A'nd  that  oother  knyght  highte  Pala- 

mon. 

15  Nat  fully  quyke,  ne  fully  dede  they  were, 
But  by  here  cote-ar mures  and   by  hir 

gere 

The  heraudes  knewe  hem  best  in  spe 
cial 

As  they  J)at  weren  of  the  blood  roial 

Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  yborn. 

20  Out  of  the  taas  the   pilours  han  hem 

torn, 
And   han   hem   caried   softe   vn-to   the 

tente 
Of   Theseus,    and    ful    soone    he    hem 

sente 

To    Atthenes,    to    dwellen    in    prisotm 
Perpetually,   he  nolde  no  raunsotm. 
25  And  whan  this  worthy  due  hath  thus 

ydon, 
He  took  his  hoost,  and  hoom  he  rood 

anon, 

With  laurer  crowned  as  a  conquerour, 
And  ther  he  lyueth  in  ioye  and  in 

honour 
Terme   of    lyue — what    nedeth    wordes 

mo? — , 

30  And  in  a  tour,  in  angwissh  and  in  wo, 
This  Palamon  and  his  felawe  Arcite 
ffor  eueremoore,  ther  may  no  gold  hem 

quite. 


*fThws  passeth  yeer  by  yeer  and  day 

by  day, 

Til[l]  it  fil  ones,  in  a  morwe  of  May, 
That   Emelye,   J>at  fairer  was   to  sene  35 
Than  is  the  lylie~vpon  his  stalke  grene, 
And  fressher  than  the  May  with  floures 

newe — 
ffor    with    the    rose-colour    stroof     hir 

hewe, 
I    rioot   which   was   the   fyner   of   hem 

two — 
Er   it  were   day,   as   was   hir  wone  to  40 

do, 

She   was   arisen   and   al    redy   dight — 
ffor    May    wol[e]    haue    no    slogardrie 

a-nyght. 

The  sesosm  priketh  euery  gentil  herte, 
And  maketh  hym  out  of  his  sleep  to 

sterte, 
And    seith,    'Arys,    and    do    thyn    ob-  45 

seruaztnce !' 

This     maked     Emelye    haue     remem 
brance 
To  doon  honour  to  May,   and  for  to 

ryse. 

Yclothed  was  she  fressh,  for  to  deuyse; 
Hir  yelow  heer  was  broyded  in  a  tresse 
Bihynde  hir  bak,  a  yerde  long,  I  gesse ;  50 
And  in  the  gardyn,  at  the  sonne  vp-riste, 
She  walketh  vp  and  doun,  and,  as  hir(e) 

liste, 
She  gadereth  floures,  party  white  and 

rede, 

To  make  a  subtil  gerland  for  hir  hede, 
And    as    an    aungel    heuenysshly    she  55 

soong. 
The  grcte  tour,  ]}at  was  so  thikke  and 

stroong, 
Which    of    the    castel    was    the    chief 

dongeown — 

Ther-as  the  knyghtes  weren  in  prisown 
Of    whiche    I    tolde    yow,    and    tellen 

shal— 
Was  euene  ioynant  to  the  gardyn  wal,  60 


1005.  [the]  f.  He.G.H.*;  taas]  caas  C.P.L.H.*  (id.  1009,  1020  [chaas  H.«]).  22.  he  ful 
soone  He.C.P.L.  (Sk.),  he  f.  G.  26.  rood  E.,  ryt  He.,  etc.  29.  his  lyf  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  Gl.); 
his  f.  E.G.  [SSgt.  17707.]  31.  Dwellen  this  P.  and  eek  A.  He.C.P.L.  (Sk.),  Dwellen  thise 
P.  and  his  f.  A.  Eg.  33.  This:  atte  &ff.  it.  Edd.  39.  fyner  E.G.H.*,  feireste  L.,  fairer  He., 
etc.  (Sk.).  42.  slogardrie  E.Eg.,  slogardye  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  44.  hym  E.Eg.H.*,  it  He.,  etc. 
46.  maked  E.H.*,  meyde  Eg.,  maketh  He.,  etc.  55.  heueneliche  G.Eg.,  heuenly  P.H.4  (Sk.). 


!O6l — 112! 


2.  The  Knyghtes  Tale. 


Ther-as   this    Emelye    hadde   hir    pley- 

yng[e]. 
Bright  was  the  sonne,  and  cleer  that 

morwenyng[e] ; 

And    [this]    Palamcmn,    this   woful    pri 
soner, 

As  was  his  wone,  bi  leue  of  his  gayler, 
65  Was  rise[n],  and  romed  in  a  chambre 

an-heigh, 

In  which  he  al  the  noble  citee  seigh, 
And  eek  the  gardyn,  ful  of  braunches 

grene, 

Ther-as  this  fresshe  Emelye  the  sheene 
Was  in  hir[e]  walk,  and  romed  vp  and 

doun. 

70  This  sorweful  prisoner,  this  Palamoun, 
Goth  in  the  chambre  romynge  to  and 

fro, 
And  to  hym-self  compleynynge  of  his 

wo; 
That  he  was  born,  ful  ofte  he  seyde, 

'alias!' 

And  so  bifel,  by  auenture  or  cas, 
75  That    thurgh     a    wyndow,    thikke     of 

many~a  barre 

Of  iren,  greet  and  square  as  any  sparre, 
He    cast    his    [e]ye   vpon    Emelya, 
And  ther-with-al  he  bleynte,  and  cride, 

'A!' 
As  though  he  stongen  were  vn-to  the 

herte. 

80  And  with  that  cry  Arcite  anon  vp  sterte, 
And  seyde,    'Cosyn   myn,   what   eyleth 

thee, 

That  art  so  pale  and  deedly  on  to  see? 
Why  cridestow?    who  hath  thee  doon 

offence  ? 

ffor  Goddes  loue,  taak  al  in  pacience 
85  Oure  prisown,  for  it  may  noon  oother 

be. 

Fortune  hath  yeue[n]  vs  this  aduersitee; 
Som  wikke  aspect  or  disposiciown 
Of  Saturne,   by  sum  constellaciown, 
Hath    yeue[n]    vs    this,    al-though    we 

hadde    it    sworn; 


]    So  stood  the  heuene  whan  J)at  we  were  90 

born; 
We   mo[s]te   endure — this   is  the   short 

and    playn.' 
^[This   Palamon   answerde,    and   seyde 

agayn, 

'Cosyn,   for  sothe,  of  this   opiniown 
Thow   hast   a   veyn  ymaginaciown. 
This    prison    caused    me    nat    for    to  95 

crye, 
But   I   was   hurt  right   now  thurgh-out 

myn  [e]ye 

In-to  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  bane  be. 
The  fairnesse   of  that  lady   hat   I   see 
Yond  in  the  gardyn  romen  to  and  fro 
Is  cause  of  al  my  criyng  and  my  wo.  00 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  or  god- 

desse, 

But  Venus  is  it  soothly,  as  I  gesse.' 
And  ther-with-al  on  knees  doun  he  fil, 
And  seyde,  'Venus,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Yow  in  this  gardyn  thus  to  transfigure,  05 
Bifore  me,  sorweful  wrecche  creature, 
Out  of  this  prisown  help  J)at  we  may 

scapen, 

And  if  so  be  my  destynee  be  shapen 
By  eterne  word  to  dyen  in  prisown, 
Of  oure  lynage  haue  som  compassiown,  10 
That  is  so  lowe  ybroght  by  tirannye!' 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  gan  espye 
Wher-as  this  lady  romed  to  and  fro; 
And  with  that  sighte  hir  beautee  hurte 

hym  so, 
That,    if   that    Palamon   was   wounded  15 

sore, 
Arcite    is    hurt    as    moche    as    he,    or 

moore. 

And  with  a  sigh  he  seyde  pitously, 
'The  fresshe  beautee  sleeth  me  sodeynly 
Of  hir(e)  that  rometh  in  the  yonder 

place. 
And    but    I    haue    hir    mercy   and    hir  20 

grace, 
That    I    may    seen    hir(e)    atte    leeste 

weye, 
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I   nam   but   deed — ther   is   namoore   to 

seye.' 
^[This   Palamon,  whan  he  tho  wordes 

herde, 

Dispitously   he   looked,    and  answerde, 
25  'Wheither  seistow  this  in  ernest  or  in 

pley?' 
^['Nay,'    quod    Arcite,    'in    ernest,    by 

my  fey! 
God  help(e)   me   so — me  list   ful  yuele 

pleye !' 
^[This  Palamon  gan  knytte  his  browes 

tweye  ; 
'It   nere,'   quod   he,    'to   thee   no   greet 

honour 

30  ffor  to   be  fals,   ne   for  to   be  traitour 
To    me,    J>at    am    thy    cosyn    and    thy 

brother 
Ysworn   ful    depe,    and   ech    of   vs    til 

oother, 

That,  neuere  for  to  dyen  in  the  peyne, 

Til  |)at  deeth  departe  shal  vs  tweyne, 

35  Neither  of  vs  in  loue  to  hyndrew  oother; 

Ne    in    noon    oother    cas,     my    leeue 

brother, 
But  J>at  thou  sholdest  trewely  forthren 

me 

In  euery  cas,  as  I  shal  forthren  thee: 
This    was    thyn    ooth    and    myn    also, 

certeyn, 
40  I    wool    right    wel — thou    darst    it    nat 

withseyn ! 

Thus  artow  of  my  conseil,  out  of  doute. 
And    now    thow    woldest    falsly    been 

aboute 
To   loue   my   lady,   whom    I   loue   and 

serue, 

And  euere  shal  til  J>at  myn  herte  sterue. 
45  Nay    certes,    false    Arcite,    thow    shalt 

nat   so ! 
I    loued    hir(e)    first,    and    tolde    thee 

my   wo 
As  to  my  conseil,  and  [to]  my  brother 

sworn 


To  forthre  me,  as  I  haue  toold  biforn, 
ffor  which  thou  art  ybounden  as  a 

knyght 

To  helpen  me,  if  it  lay  in  thy  myght,  5C 
Or   elles   artow   fals,    I    dar  wel   seyn.' 
^[This  Arcite  ful  proudly  spak  ageyn: 
'Thow  shalt,'   quod   he,   be   rather  fals 

than    I; 

And  thou  art  fals,  I  telle  thee  outrely; 
ffor  par  amour  I  loued  hir(e)  first  er  5= 

thow. 
What  wiltow  seyn?    Thou  wistest   nat 

yet  now 
Wheither  she   be   a  womman   or  god- 

desse ! 

Thyn  is  affecciozm  of  hoolynesse, 
And  myn  is  loue  as  to  a  creature, 
ffor  which  I  tolde  thee  myn  auenture  6C 
As    to    my    cosyn    and     my    brother 

sworn. 

I  pose  that  thow  louedest  hir(e)  biforn; 
Wostow  nat  wel  the  olde  clerkes  sawe 
That  'who  shal  yeue  a  louere  any 

lawe?' 

Loue   is   a    gretter   lawe,    by   my   pan,  65 
Than  may  be  yeue  of  any  erthely  man. 
And   therfore    positif    lawe   and    swich 

decree 
Is    broke[n]    al    day   for    loue,    in   ech 

degree. 
A  man  moot  nedes  loue,   maugree  his 

heed; 
He  may  not  fleen  it,  thogh  he  sholde  70 

be   deed, 
Al  be  she  mayde,  or  wydwe,  or  elles 

wyf. 

And  eek  it  is  nat  likly  al  thy  lyf 
To     stonden     in     hir    grace — namoore 

shal    I; 

ffor  wel  thou  woost  thy-seluen  verraily 
That  thou  and  I  be  dampned  to  prisown  75 
Perpetually,    vs    gaineth    no    raunsown. 
We  stryue[n]  as  dide  the  houndes  for 

the  boon. 
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They  foughte  al  day,  and  yet  hir  part 

was    noon : 
Ther  com  a  kyte,  whil  they  were[n]  so 

wrothe, 
80  And  baar  away  the  boon  bitwixe  hem 

bothe. 
And  therfore,  at  the  kynges  court,  my 

brother, 
E'ch   man  for  hym-self — ther  is   noon 

oother. 
Loue   if  thee   list,   for   I   loue  and  ay 

shal; 

And  soothly,  leeue  brother,  this  is  al. 
85  Heere   in   this   prisowi   moote   we   en 
dure, 

And  euerich  of  vs  take  his  auenture!' 
^[  Greet  was  the  strif  and  long  bitwix 

hem  tweye, 

If  that  I  hadde  leyser  for  to  seye. 
But  to  theffect.  it  happed  on  a  day — 
90  To  telle  it  yow  as  shortly  as  I  may — 
A  worthy  due  that  highte  Perotheus, 
That  felawe  was  vn-to  due  Theseus 
Syn  thilke  day  that  they  were  children 

lite, 
Was  come  to  Atthenes,  his  felawe  to 

visite, 

95  And  for  to  pleye  as  he  was  won£  to  do; 
ffor  in  this  world  he  loued  no  man  so, 
And  he  loued  hym  als  tendrely  agayn. 
So  wel  they  louede,  as  olde  bookes 

sayn, 
That,  whan  hat  oon  was  deed,  soothly 

to  telle, 
00  His   felawe   wente,    and   soughte    hym 

doun    in    helle — 

But  of  that  storie  list  me  nat  to  write. 
Due   Perotheus   loued   wel   Arcite, 
And  hadde  hym  knowe  at  Thebes  yeer 

by  yere; 

And   finally,   at   requeste   and   preyere 
05  Of    Perotheus,    with-oute[n]    any   raun- 

sown, 

Due  Theseus  hym  leet  out  of  prisown, 
ffrely    to    goon    wher    hat    hym    lyste 

ouer-al, 


In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  yow  tellen  shal. 
^[This  was  the  forward,  pleynly  for 

tendite, 

Bitwixen    Theseus    and    hym,    Arcite:  10 
That  if  so  were  hat  Arcite  were  yfounde 
Euere  in  his-lif,  by  day,  or  nyght,  or 

stounde, 

In  any  contree  of  this  Theseus, 
And  he  were  caught,   it  was  acorded 

thus: 
That  with  a  swerd  he  sholde  lese  his  15 

heed. 

Ther  nas  noon  oother  remedie  ne  reed, 
But  taketh  his  leue,  and  homward  he 

hym    spedde. 
Lat   hym   be   war:    his    nekke   lith   to 

wedde ! 
^[How    greet    a    sorwe    suffreth     now 

Arcite ! 
The     deeth     he     feeleth     thurgh     his  20 

herte   smyte ; 

He  wepeth,  wayleth,  crieth  pitously; 
To  sleen  hym-self  he  waiteth  priuely. 
He  seyde,  "Alias  that  day  J)at  I  was 

born! 

Now  is  my  prisown  worse  than  biforn, 
Now  is  me  shape  eternally  to  dwelle,  25 
Nat   in   my    purgatorie,    but   in   helle. 
Alias,  hat  euer?  knew  I  Perotheus  1 
ffor  elles  hadde  I  dwelled  with  Theseus, 
Yfetered    in    his    prisown    eueremo, 
Thanne  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat  30 

in  wo. 
Oonly  the  sighte   of  hir(e)   whom  J>at 

I   serue — 
Though   hat   I    neuere   hir   grace   may 

deserue — 
Wolde   han  suffised  right  ynough  for 

me. 

O    deere    cosyn,    Palamon,'    quod    he, 
'Thyn  is  the  victorie~of  this  auenture!  35 
fful   blisfully  in  prison  maistow   dure! 
In  prisown?    Certes  nay,   but  in  Para- 

dys! 
Wel   hath   ffortune    y-turned   thee    the 

dys, 
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That  hast  the  sighte  of   hir(e),  and   I 

thabsence. 
40  ffor    possible    is,    syn    thou    hast     hir 

presence, 
And  art  a   knyght,   a   worthy  and  an 

able, 
That     by    som    cas,    syn    ffortune     is 

chaungeable, 
Thow    maist    to    thy    desir   som   tyme 

atteyne. 

But  I,  jjat  am  exiled  and  bareyne 
45  Of  alle  grace,  and  in  so  greet  dispeir, 
That  ther  nys  erthe,  water,  fir,  ne  eir, 
Ne  creature  J)at  of  hem  maked  is, 
That  may  me   heele,  or   doon  confort 

in  this — 
Wei  oughte   I  sterue  in  wanhope  and 

distresse. 
50  ffarwel,  my  lif,  my  lust,  and  my  glad- 

nesse ! 

^f  Alias,  why  pleynen  folk  so   in  com 
mune 

On   puruieaunce   of    God,   or   of   ffor 
tune, 
That  yeueth  hem  ful  ofte  in  many^a 

gyse 
Wei    bettre    than    they    kan    hem-self 

deuyse  ? 

55  Som  man  desireth  for  to  han  richesse, 
That  cause  is  of  his  moerdre  or  greet 

siknesse ; 
And  som  man  wolde  out  of  his  prisown 

fayn, 
That    in   his    hous    is    of    his    meynee 

slayn. 

Infinite  harmes  been  in  this  mateerel 
60  We  witen  nat   what   thyng  we   preyen 

heere ; 
We  fare[n]  as  he  that  dronke  is  as  a 

wous. 
A  dronke  man  woot  wel  Q)at]  he  hath 

an  hous, 
But    he    noot    which    the    righte    wey 

is    thider, 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider ; 


And  certes,  in  this  world  so  faren  we.  65 
We   seken   faste    after   felicitee, 
But  we  goon  wrong  ful  often,  trewely. 
Thus  may  we  seyen  alle,  and  namely  I, 
That  wende  and  hadde  a  greet  opiniown 
That,   if   I    myghte   escapen   from  pri-  70 

sown, 
Thanne    hadde    I    been    in    ioye    and 

perfit    heele, 

Ther  now  I  am  exiled  fro  my  wele. 
Syn  J>at  I  may  nat  seen  you,  Emelye, 
I  nam  but  deed — ther  nys  no  remedye.' 
^[Vp-on  that  oother  syde  Palamon,  75 
Whan  hat  he  wiste  Arcite  was  agon, 
Swich  sorwe  he  maketh,  hat  the  grete 

tour 

Resouned  of  his  youlyng  and  clamour; 
The  pure  fettres  on  his   shynes   grete 
Werejn]  of  his  bittre  salte  teeres  wete.  8C 
'Alias/    quod   he,    'Arcita,    cosyn    myn, 
Of  al  oure  strif,   God  woot,  the  fruyt 

is   thyn. 
Thow  walkest  now   in  Thebes   at  thy 

large, 

And  of  my  wo  thow  yeuest  litel  charge. 
Thou    mayst,    syn    thou    hast   wysdom  8£ 

and  manhede, 
Assemblen  al[le]  the  folk  of  oure  kynre- 

de, 
And   make   a   werre   so   sharp   on  this 

citee, 

That,  by  som  auenture  or  som  tretee, 
Thow   mayst   haue   hir(e)   to   lady  and 

to  wyf 
For    whom    J)at    I    most?    nedes    lese  9C 

my  lyf. 

ffor  as   by   wey   of   possibilitee, 
Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large,  of  prisotm 

free, 

And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  auauntage 
Moore   than   is    myn,   J>at   sterue   here 

in  a  cage; 
ffor   I   moot  wepe   and   wayle,   whil   I  9f 

lyue, 
With  al  the  wo  J)at  prison  may  me  yz'ue, 
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And  eek  with  peyne  J>at  loue  me  yeueth 

also, 
That  doubleth  al  my  torment  and  my 

wo.' 

Ther-with  the  fyr  of  talousie  vp-sterte 
00  With-inne    his    brest,    and    hente    hym 

by   the   herte 

So  woodly,  that  he  lyk  was  to  biholde 
The  fcoxtree,  or  the  asshen  dede  and- 

colde. 
^Thanne  seyde  he,  '0  crueel  goddes, 

}>at    gouerne 
This    world    with    byndyng    of    youre 

word    eterne, 

05  And  writen  in  the  table  of  atthamaunt 
Youre     parlement     and     youre     eterne 

graunt ! 
What    is    mankynde    moore   vn-to    you 

holde 
Than  is  the  sheep  })at  rouketh  in  the 

folde? 
ffor    slayn    is    man    right    as    another 

beest, 

10  And  dwelleth  eek  in  prison  and  arreest, 
And  hath  siknesse  and  greet  aduersitee, 
And  ofte  tymes  giltelees,  pardee? 
^[What  gouernance  is  in  this  prescience, 
That  giltelees  tormenteth  innocence? 
15  And  yet  encresseth  this  al  my  pe- 

naunce, 
That    man   is    bounden   to    his   obser- 

vaunce 

ffor  Goddes  sake,  to  letten  of  his  wille, 
Ther-as  a  beest  may  al  his  lust  fulfille. 
And  whan  a  beest  is  deed,  he  hath 

no   peyne, 
20  But   after   his   deeth   man   moot   wepe 

and   pleyne, 
Though  in  this  world  he  haue  care  and 

wo; 

Withouten  doute,  it  may  stonden  so. 
The  answere  of  this  lete  I  to  dyuynys, 
But  wel[l]  I  woot  J>at  in  this  world  greet 

pyne  ys. 
25  Alias!     I    se   a   serpent   or   a   theef, 


That    many~a    trewe    man    hath    doon 

mescheef, 
Goon    at    his    large,    and    where    hym 

list  may  turne, 
But    I    moot    been   in   prisown   thurgh 

Saturne, 
And  eek  thurgh  Juno,  «alous  and  eek 

wood, 
That    hath    destroyed    wel    ny    al    the  30 

blood 

Of  Thebes,  with  hise  waste  walles  wyde  ; 
And  Fenus  sleeth  me  on  that  oother 

syde 

ffor  talousie  and  fere  of  hym,  Arcite.' 
^[Now    wol    I    stynte    of    Palamon    a 

lite, 
And    lete    hym    in    his    prisown    stille  35 

dwelle, 

And  of  Arcita  forth  I   wol  yow  telle. 
*[The  sommer  passeth,  and  the  nyghtes 

longe 
Encressen     double     wise     the     peynes 

stronge 

Bothe  of  the  louere  and  the  prisoner — 
I  noot  which  hath  the  wofuller  mester.  40 
ffor,    shortly    for    to    seyn,    this    Pala- 

mown 

Perpetually   is   dampned   to   prisown, 
In  cheynes  and  in  fettres  to  been  deed; 
And   Arcite    is    exiled    vpon    his    heed 
ffor  euere-mo,  as  out  of  that  contree,  45 
Ne   neuere-mo   he    shal   his    lady   see. 
Yow  loueres  axe  I  now  this  questiown: 
Who  hath  the  worse,  Arcite  or  Pala- 

mown? 
That  oon  may  seen  his  lady  day  by 

day, 

But  in  prison  he  moot   dwelle  alway;  50 
That  oother  wher   hym  list   may  ride 

or  go, 

But  seen  his  lady  shal  he  neuere-mo. 

Now  demeth  as  yow  liste,  ye  that  kan, 

ffor   I   wol   telle  forth   as   I    bigah. 

^Explicit  prima  Pars*) 

*[  Scqnitur   pars    secunda. 
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55  Whan   that   Arcite    to   Thebes    comen 

was, 
fful  ofte  a  day  he  swelte,  and  seyde, 

'alias' ! 

ffor  seen  his  lady  shal  he  neuere-mo; 
And   shortly   to   concluden   al   his   wo, 
So    muche   sorwe    hadde    neuere    crea 
ture 
60  That  is,  or  shal,  whil  J>at  the  world  may 

dure. 
His  sleep,  his  mete,  his  drynke  is  hym 

biraft, 
That  lene  he  wex[eth]  and  drye  as  is 

a  shaft; 
Hise    [e]yen   holwe,    and   grisly   to   bi- 

holde, 
His   hewe   falow   and   pale   as   osshen 

colde, 

65  And  solitarie~he  was  and  euere  allone, 
And  waillynge  al  the  nyght,  makynge 

his   mone. 

And  if  he  herde  song  or  instrument, 
Thanne  wolde  he  wepe,  he  myghte  nat 

be   stent. 
So    feble    eek    were    hise    spiritz    and 

so  lowe, 
70  And  chaunged  so,  that  no  man  koude 

knowe 
His  speche  nor  his  voys,  though  men 

it   herde, 
And  in  his  geere  for  al  the  world  he 

ferde, 

Nat   oonly  lik   the   loueris   maladye 
Of    Hereos,     but    rather    lyk    wanye, 

[^  Mania 

75  Engendred  of  humour   malencolik 
Biforn,   his   owene   celle  fantastik; 
And  shortly,  turned  was  al  vp  so  doun 
Bothe   habit   and   eek  disposicioun 
Of  hym,  this  woful  louere  daun  Arcite. 
80  ^[What    sholde    I    al    day    of    his    wo 

endite  ? 

Whan  he  endured  hadde  a  yeer  or  two 
This    crueel   torment,    and    this    peyne 

and  woo 
At  Thebes  in  his  contree,  as  I  seyde, 


Vp-on   a   nyght,    in   sleep   as   he   hym 

leyde, 
Hym   thoughte   how   that   the   wynged  85 

god  Mercuric 
Biforn  hym  stood,  and  bad  hym  to  ba 

murie. 
His   slepy  yerde   in  hond   he   bar  vp- 

righte, 
An    hat    he    werede    vp-on    hise    heris 

brighte ; 
Arrayed    was    this    god,    as    he     took 

keep, 
As  he  was  whan  }>at  Argus  took  his  90 

sleep, 
And    seyde    hym    thus,    To    Atthenes 

shaltou  wende; 

Ther  is  thee  shapen  of  thy  wo  an  ende.' 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  wook  and 

sterte. 

'Now  trewely,  hou  soore  J)at  me  smerte,' 
Quod  he,  'to  Atthenes  right  now  wol  I  95 

fare,- 
Ne  for  the  drede  of  deeth  shal  I  nat 

spare 

To  se  my  lady  that  I  loue  and  serue; 
In  hir  presence  I  recche  nat  to  sterue.' 
^[And  with  that  word  he  caughte  a 

greet    wirour, 
And  saugh  pat   chaunged  was   al   his  00 

colour, 
And  saugh  his  visage  al  in  [an]other 

kynde ; 
And    right    anon    it    ran    hym    in    his 

mynde, 

That,   sith  his  face  was  so  disfigured 
Of   malady?   the   which   he   hadde   en 
dured, 
He   myghte   wel,    if   pat    he    bar   hym  05 

lowe, 

Lyue  in  Atthenes  eueremoore  vnknowe, 
And  seen  his  lady  wel  ny  day  by  day. 
And  right  anon  he  chaunged  his  array, 
And  cladde  hym  as  a  poure  laborer, 
And  all  allone,  saue  oonly  a  squier  10 
That  knew  his  priuetee  and  al  his  cas, 
Which  was  disgised  pourely,  as  he  was, 
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To    Atthenes    is    he    goon    the    nexte 

way; 

And  to  the  court  he  wente  vp-on  a  day, 

15  And  at  the  gate  he  profreth  his  seruyse 

To    drugge   and    drawe,    what-so   men 

wol   deuyse. 
And,    shortly    of    this    matere    for    to 

seyn, 

He   fil   in   office   with   a   chamberleyn 
The    which    J)at    dwellynge    was    with 

Emelye; 
20  ffor    he    was    wys,    and    koude    soone 

espye 
Of  euery  seruawnt  which  that  serueth 

here. 
Wei  koude  he  hewen  wode,  and  water 

here; 
ffor  he  was  yong  and  myghty  for  the 

nones, 
And  ther-to  he  was  long  and  big  of 

bones, 
25  To    doon    that    any    wight    kan    hym 

deuyse. 

A  yeer  or  two  he  was  in  this  seruyse 
Page  of  the   chambre   of   Emelye  the 

brighte, 

And  Philostrate  he  seyde  JDat  he  highte. 

But  half  so  wel  biloued  a  man  as  he 

30  Ne   was   ther   neuere   in   court   of   his 

degree. 

He   was   so    gentil   of   condicioun, 
That   thurghout   al   the   court   was   his 

renoun. 

They  seyden  that   it  were   a  charitee, 
That    Theseus    wolde    enhauncen     his 

degree, 

35  And  putten  hym  in  worshipful  seruyse, 
Ther-as  he  myghte  his  vertu  exercise. 
And  thus  with-mne  a  while  his  name 

is  spronge 
Bothe   of   hise    dedes   and    his   goode 

tonge, 

That  Theseus  hath  taken  hym  so  neer, 
40  That   of   his   chambre   he    made   hym 

a  squier, 
And    gaf    him    gold    to    mayntene    his 

degree. 


And    eek    men    broghte    hym    out    of 

his  contree, 
ffrom    yeer    to    yeer,    ful    priuely    his 

rente, 

But  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  spente, 
That  no  man  wondred  how  J)at  he  it  45 

hadde. 
And  thre  yeer  in  this  wise  his  lif  he 

ladde, 
And  bar  hym  so  in  pees  and  eek  in 

werre, 
Ther  was   no   man  J)at   Theseus   hath 

derre ; 

And  in  this  bliss  e  lete   I  now  Arcite, 
And  speke  I  wol[e]  of  Palamon  a  lite.  50 
IN  derknesse  and  horrible  and  strong 

prison 

Thise  seuen  yeer  hath  seten  Palamon, 
fforpyned,  what  for  wo  and  for  distresse. 
Who  feeleth  double  soor  and  heuy- 

nesse 
But    Palamon,    that    loue    destreyneth  55 

so, 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  goth  for 

wo? 

And  eek  ther-to  he  is  a  prisoner 
Perpetually,    noght    oonly    for    a    yer. 
^"Who   koude   ryme   in  englyssh   pro- 

prely 
His  martirdom?    ffor  sothe,  it  am  nat  60" 

I; 

Therfore  I  passe  as  lightly  as  I  may. 
^flt  fel  that  in  the  seuenthe  yer,  in 

May, 

The  thridde  nyght,  as  olde  bookes  seyn, 
That  al  this  storie  tellen  moore  pleyn, 
Were  it  by  auenture  or  destynee —       65 
As   whari  a   thyng   is   shapen,   it   shal 

be- 
That,  soone  after  the  mydnyght,  Pala- 

mottn, 
By  helpyng  of  a  freend,  brak  his  pri- 

sown, 
(f)And   fleeth   the   citee,   faste   as   he 

may  go. 
ffor  he  had[e]  yeue  his  gayler  drynke  70 
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Of  a  clarree,  maad  of  a  certeyn  wyn 
With  wercotikes  and  opie^of  Thebes 

fyn, 
That    al    that    nyght,    thogh    J>at    men 

wolde    hym    shake, 

The  gayler  sleep,  he  myghte  nat  awake. 
75  *[And  thus  he  fleeth  as  faste  as  euere 

he  may. 
The    nyght    was    short,    and    faste    by 

the  day, 
That    nedes-cost    he    moot    hym-seluen 

hyde; 

And  til  a  groue  faste  ther  bisyde, 
With  dredeful  foot,  thanne  stalketh 

Palamon. 

80  ffor  shortly,   this  was  his   opinion, 
That  in  that  groue  he  wolde  hym  hyde 

al  day, 
And  in  the  nyght  thanne  wolde  he  take 

his  way 
To   Thebes-ward,   his   freendes   for   to 

preye 

On  Theseus  to  helpe  hym  to  werreye. 
85  And  shortly,  outher  he  wolde  lese  his 

lif, 

Or  wynnen  Emelye  vn-to  his  wyf. 
This  is  theffect  and  his  entente  pleyn. 
^fNow   wol    I    turne   to   Arcite   ageyn, 
That   litel   wiste   how   ny   J)at   was   his 

care, 
90  Til  jpat  ffortune  had  broght  him  in  the 

snare. 

The   bisy  larke,   messager  of   day, 
Salueth   in  hir  song  the   morwe  gray, 
And  firy  Phebus  riseth  vp  so  brighte, 
That   al    the    Orient   Jaugheth    of   the 

lighte, 
95  And  with  hise   stremes   dryeth   in  the 

greues 
The    siluer   dropes,    hangynge    on    the 

leues. 

And  Arcita,  that  [is]  in  the  court  roial 
With  Theseus  [h]is  squier  principal, 
Is  risen,  and  looketh  on  the  myrie 

day; 


And,   for  to   doon  his   obseruaunce  to  00 

May, 

Remembrynge  on  the  point  of  his  desir, 
He  on  a  courser,  startlynge  as  the 

fir, 

Is  ride[n]  in-to  the  feeldes  hym  to  pleye, 
Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  myle  or 

tweye ; 
And  to  the  groue  of  which  J>at  I  yow  05 

tolde, 

By  auenture,  his  wey  he  gan  to  holde, 
To  maken  hym  a  gerland  of  the  greues, 
Were  it  of  wodebynde  or  hawethorn 

leues, 
And  loude   he   song  ageyn   the  sonne 

shene : 
'May,    with   alle    thy   floures    and   thy  10 

grene, 

Wei-come  be  thou,  faire  fresshe  May, 
In  hope  J)at  I  som  grene  gete  mayl' 
And  from  his  courser,  with  a  lusty 

herte, 

In-to    the   groue   ful   hastily   he   sterte, 
And  in  a  path  he  rometh  vp  and  doun,   15 
Ther-as  by  auenture  this  Palamown 
Was  in  a  bussh,  that  no  man  myghte 

hym    se ; 
ffor  score  afered  of  his  deeth  [thanne] 

was   he; 

No-thyng  ne  knew  he  that  it  was  Ar 
cite— 
God  woot,  he  wolde  haue  trowed  it  ful  20 

lite,— 
But    sooth    is    seyd    (go    sithen    many 

yeres) 
That  feeld  hath  [e]yen,  and  the  wode 

hath   eres. 

It  is  ful  fair  a  man  to  bere  hym  euene, 
ffor  al-day  meeteth  men  at  vnset 

steuene. 

fful    litel    woot    Arcite    of    his    felawe,  25 
That    was    so    ny    to    herknen    al    his 

sawe ; 
ffor   in   the    bussh   he   sitteth   now  ful 
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^[Whan  JDat  Arcite  hadde  romed  al  his 

fille, 

And  songen  al  the  roundel   lustily, 
30  In-to    a    studie~he    fil    al    sodeynly, 
As  doon  thise  loueres  in  hir  queynte 

geres : 
Now  in  the  crop(e),  now  doun  in  the 

breres, 
Now    vp,    now    doun,    as    boket    in   a 

welle, 
Right    as    the    yfriday,    soothly    for    to 

telle, 

35  Now  it  shyneth,  now  it  reyneth  faster 
Right  so  kan  geery  Venus  ouer-caste 
The  hertes  of  hir  folk;  right  as  hir 

day 
Is    gereful,    right    so    chaungeth     she 

array. 

Selde  is  the  /friday  al  the  wowke  ylike. 
40  ^[Whan  JDat  Arcite  had  songe,  he  gan 

to   sike, 
And   sette   hym    doun   with-outen   any 

moore. 
'Alias,'    quod   he,    'that   day   J)at    I  was 

bore! 

How  longe,   luno,  thurgh  thy  crueltee 
Woltow    werreyen    Thebes    the    citee? 
45  Alias!    ybroght   is   to  confuskwn 

The   blood   roial   of   Cadme   and   Am- 

phkwn, 
Of   Cadmus,   which  J)at  was   the  firste 

man  [^Cadmus 

That   Thebes   bulte,   or  first   the  toun 

bigan, 
And    of    the    citee    first    was    crouned 

kyng. 

50  Of  his  lynage  am  I  and  his  of-spryng 
By  verray  ligne,  as  of  the  stok  roial, 
And  now  I  am  so  caytyf  and  so 

thral, 

That    he    that    is    my    mortal    enemy, 

I    serue    hym    as    his    squier    pourely. 

55  And    yet   dooth    luno    me   wel    moore 

shame ; 

ffor  I  dar  noght  biknowe  myn  owene 
name; 


But  ther-as   I  was  wont  to  highte  Ar 
cite, 
Now  highte  I  Philostrate,  noght  worth 

a    myte. 

Alias,  thou  felle  Mars,  alias  luno! 
Thus   hath   your   ire   oure   kynrede   al  60 

fordo, 
Saue    oonly    me    and    wrecched    Pala- 

mown, 

That    Theseus    martireth    in    prisown; 
And  ouer  al  this,  to  sleen  me  outrely, 
Loue  hath  his  firy  dart  so  brennyngly 
Ystiked  thurgh  my  trewe  careful  herte,  65 
That  shapen  was  my  deeth  erst,  than 

my   sherte. 

Ye  sleen  me  with  youre  [ejye'n,  Emelye, 
Ye  been  the  cause  wherfore  J>at  I  dye. 
Of  al  the  remenant  of  myn  oother 

care 

Ne  sette  I  nat  the  montance  of  a  tare,  70 
So  J)at   I   koude  doon  aught  to  youre 

plesaunce.' 
And   with   that   word   he    fil   doun   in 

a   traunce 

A  longe  tyme,  and  after  he  vp-sterte. 
fThis  Palamon,  })at  thoughte  J)at 

thurgh   his   herte 
He    felte    a    coold    swerd    sodeynliche  75 

glyde, 
ffor  tie  he  quook,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

byde. 
And    whan    J>at    he    had    herd   Arcites 

tale, 
As  he  were  wood,  with  face  deed  and 

pale, 
He   stirte  hym  vp  out   of  the   buskes 

thikke, 

And  seide,  'Arcite,  false  traytour  wikke !  80 
Now  artow  hent  that  louest   my  lady 

so, 
ffor   whom   jiat    I   haue   al   this  peyne 

and  wo, 
And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  conseil 

sworn, 
As    I    ful    ofte    haue    seyd    thee    heer 

biforn, 
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85  And  hast  byiaped  heere  due  Theseus, 
And    falsly   chaunged    hast   thy    name 

thus: 

I  wol  be  deed,  or  elles  thou  shalt  dye, 
Thou  shalt  nat  loue  my  lady  Emelye; 
But  I  wol  loue  hire  oonly,  and  namo! 
90  ffor  I  am  Palamon,  thy  mortal  foo, 
And  though  hat  I  no  wepene  haue  in 

this   place, 

But  out  of  prison  am  astert  by  grace, 
I   drede  noght   hat  outher   thow  shalt 

dye, 

Or   thou   ne   shalt   nat   louen   Emelye. 
95  Chees  which  thou  wolt,  or  thou  shalt 

nat   asterte.' 

^[This  Arcite,  with  ful  despitous  herte, 
Whan  he  hym  knew,  and  hadde  his  tale 

herd, 
As     fiers     as     leon     pulled     out     his 

swerd, 

And  seyde  thus :  'J3y  God  hat  sit  aboue ! 
00  Nere  it  })at  thou  art  sik  and  wood  for 

loue, 
And  eek  hat  thow  no  wepne  hast  in 

this   place, 
Thou  sholdest  neuere  out  of  this  groue 

pace, 
That   thou   ne   sholdest   dyen   of   myn 

hond! 

ffor  I  defye  the  seurete  and  the  bond 
05  Which  that  thou  seist  J>at  I  haue  maad 

to    thee. 
What,  verray  fool,  thynke  wel  hat  loue 

is  fre! 
And  I  wol  loue  hir(e)  mawgree  al  thy 

myght. 
But  for  as   muche  thou  art  a  worthy 

knyght, 
And  wilnest  to   darreyne  hire   by  ba- 

taille, 
10  Haue    heer    my    trouthe!    tomorwe    I 

wol  nat  faile, 

With-oute  wityng  of  any~bother  wight, 
That    heere    I    wol    be    founden    as   a 

knyght, 


And  bryngen  harneys  right  ynough  for 

thee  ; 
And    chees    the    beste,    and    leue    the 

worste  for  me. 
And  mete  and  drynke  this  nyght  wol  15 

I   brynge 
Ynough  for  thee,  and  clothes  for  thy 

beddynge. 

And  if  so  be  that  thou  my  lady  wynne, 
And  sle  me  in  this  wode  ther  I  am 

tnne, 
Thow  mayst  wel  haue  thy  lady,  as  for 

me.' 
^[This  Palamon  answerde,  'I  graunte  it  20 

thee.' 
And     thus     they     been     departed     til 

amorwe, 
Whan  ech  of  hem  had  leyd  his  feith 

to  borwe. 

O  Cupide,  out  of  alle  charitee! 
O  regne,  hat  wolt  no  felawe  haue  with 

thee! 

fful  sooth  is  seyd  hat  loue  ne  lordshipe  25 
Wol     noght,     hir    thankes,     haue     no 

f  elaweshipe : 

Wel  fynden  that  Arcite  and  Palamon. 
Arcite  is  ride[n]  anon  vn-to  the  toun; 
And  on  the  morwe,  er  it  were  dayes 

light, 

fful  priuely  two  harneys  hath  he  dight,  30 
Bothe  suffisaunt  and  mete  to  darreyne 
The   bataille  in  the  feeld   bitwix  hem 

tweyne. 
And   on   his    hors,   allone    as    he   was 

born, 

He  carieth  al  the  harneys  hym  biforn. 
And  in  the  groue,  at  tyme  and  place  35 

yset, 

This  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  ben  met. 
To  chaungen  gan  the  colour  in  hir 

face, 
Right    as    the    hunters    in    the    regne 

of  Trace, 
That    stondeth    at    the    gappe    with    a 

spere, 
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40  Whan  hunted  is  the  leon  or  the  here, 

And  hereth  hym  come  russhynge  in 
the  greues, 

And  breketh  bothe  bowes  and  the 
leues, 

And  thynketh:  'JBfeere  cometh  my  mor 
tal  enemy  1 

With-oute  faile,  he  moot  be  deed  or  I; 
45  ffor  outher  I  moot  sleen  hym  at  the 
gappe, 

Or  he  moot  sleen  me,  if  pat  me  mys- 
happe :' 

So  ferden  they  in  chaungyng  of  hir 
hewe, 

As  fer  as  euerich  of  hem  oother  knewe. 

^[Ther  nas  no  good  day,  ne  no  saluyng, 
50  But  streight,  with-outen  word  or  rehers- 

yng, 

Euerich   of   hem    heelp   for   to  armen 

oother, 
As    freencfly    as    he    were    his    owene 

brother. 
And    after    that,    with    sharpe     speres 

stronge, 
They    foynen    ech    at    oother    wonder 

longe. 

55  Thou  myghtest  wene  that  this  Palamon 
I'n   his    fightyng   were   a    wood   leon, 
And  as  a  crueel  /igre  was  Arcite. 
As  wilde   bores   gonne  they  to  smyte 
That    frothen    whit    as    foom    for    tre 

wood — 
60  Vp  to  the  anclefe]  foghte  they  in  hir 

blood. 

^[And  in  this  wise  I  lete  hem  fight 
yng  dwelle, 

And  forth  I  wol[e]  of  Theseus  yow  telle. 
The   destinee,   winistre   general, 
That    executeth    in    the   world    ouer-al 
65  The   purueiaunce  that   God  hath  seyn 

biforn, 
So  strong  it  is,  pat  though  the  world 

had  sworn 

The  contrarie~of  a  thyng  by  ye  or  nay, 
Yet  somtyme  it  shal  fallen  on  a  day 


That  falleth  nat  eft  with-mne  a  thou 
sand  yeer[ej; 

ffor,    certeinly,    oure    appetites   heer[e],  70 
Be  it  of  werre,  or  pees,  or  hate,  or  loue, 
Al  is  this  reuled  by  the  sighte  aboue. 
^[  This  mene  I  now  by  myghty  Theseus, 
That  for  to  hunten  is  so  desirus, 
And  namely  at  the  grete  hert  in  May,  75 
That  in  his  bed  ther  daweth  hym  no 

day, 

That  he  nys  clad,  and  redy  for  to  ryde 
With  hunte  and  horn,  and  houndes  hym 

bisyde ; 

ffor  in  his  huntyng  hath  he  swich  delit, 
That  it  is  al  his  ioye  and  appetit          80 
To  been  hym-self  the  grete  hertes  bane; 
ffor  after  Mars  he  serueth  now  Dyane. 
*[[Cleer  was  the  day,  as   I  hau?  toold 

er   this, 

And  Theseus,  with  alle  ioye  and  blis, 
With    his    Ypolita,    the    faire    queene,  85 
And  Emelye,  clothed  al  in  grene, 
On  huntyng  be  they  riden  roially; 
And  to  the  groue  that  stood  ful  faste 

by, 
In   which   ther   was   an   hert,   as   men 

hym  tolde, 
Due   Theseus   the   streighte   wey   hath  90 

holde, 
And  to  the  launde  he  rideth  hym  ful 

right, 
ffor  thider  was  the  hert  wont  haue  his 

flight, 
And  ouer  a  brook  and  so  forth  in  his 

weye 
This  due  wol  han  a  cours  at  hym  or 

tweye 
With  houndes  swiche  as  hym  liste  co-  95 

maunde. 
^[And  whan  this  due  was  come  vn-to 

the  launde, 

Vnder  the  sonne  he  looketh,  and  anon 
He  was  war  of  Arcite  and  Palamon, 
That  foughten  breme,  as  it  were  bores 

two. 
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00  The  brighte  swerdes  wenten  to  and  fro 
So  hidously,  that  with  the  leeste  strook 
It  semed  as  it  wolde  felle  an  ook. 
But   what   they   were,   no-thyng   he   ne 

woot. 
This   due   his   courser  with   his   spores 

smoot, 

05  And  at  a  stert  he  was  bitwix  hem  two, 
And  pulled  out  a  swerd,  and  cride, 

'#00! 
Namoore  vp  [on]  peyne  of  lesynge  of 

youre  heed! 
By   myghty   Mars!     he   shal    anon   be 

deed 
That   smyteth  any   strook  that    I   may 

seen. 
10  But  telleth  me  what  mystier[s]  men  ye 

been, 

That  been  so  hardy  for  to  fighten  heere 
With-outen  iuge  or  oother  officere, 
As    it   were    in   a    lystes   roially? 
^[This    Palamon   answerde   hastily, 
15  And  seyde,  *$ire,  what  nedeth  wordes 

mo? 
We    haue    the    deeth    deserued    bothe 

two. 
Two    woful    wrecches    been    we,     two 

caytyues 
That   been  encombred   of  oure   owene 

lyues, 
And   as  thou   art  a   rightful  lord  and 

»uge, 

20  Ne  yif  vs  neither  mercy  ne  refuge. 
But  sle  me  first,  for  seinte  charitee, 
But  sle  my  felawe  eek  as  wel  as  me; 
Or  sle  hym  first,  for  though  thow 

knowejst]    it   lite, 

This  is  thy  mortal  foo,  this  is  Arcite, 
25  That  fro  thy  lond  is  banysshed  on  his 

heed, 
ffor    which    he    hath    deserued    to    be 

deed. 

ffor  this  is  he  J>at  cam  vn-tb  thy  gate, 
And  seyde  }>at  he  highte  Philostrate. 
Thus  hath  he  iaped  thee  ful  many^a 

yer, 
30  And  thou  hast   maked  hym  thy  chief 

squier, 


And    this    is    he    that    loueth    Emelye. 
ffor  sith  the   day  is   come   |>at   I   shal 

dye, 

I   make  pleynly  my  confessioim 
That  I  am  thilke  woful  Palamown 
That  hath  thy  prisown  broken  wikkedly :  35 
I  am  thy  mortal  foo,  and  it  am  I 
That     loueth    so     hoote    Emelye     the 

brighte, 

That   I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte; 
Wherfore  I  axe  deeth  and  my  a'uwise — 
But   sle  my  felawe  in  the  same  wise,  40 
ffor    bothe    han    we    deserued    to    be 

slayn !' 
^[This     worthy     due    answerde     anon 

agayn, 

And  seyde,  'This  is  a  short  conclusiown: 
Youre    owene    mouth    by    youre    con- 

fessioim 
Hath  dampned  yow,   and   I   wol  it  re-  45 

corde. 
It  nedeth  noght  to  pyne  yow  with  the 

corde, 
Ye  shal  be  deed,  by  myghty  Mars  the 

rede!' 
^[The   queene   anon,   for  verray   worn- 

manhede, 

Gan  for  to  wepe,  and  so  dide  Emelye, 
And  all?  the  ladyes  in  the  compaignye.  50 
Greet  pitee  was  it,  as  it  thoughte  hem 

alle, 
That    euere    swich    a    chaunce    sholde 

falle; 
ffor    gentil-men    they    were    of    greet 

estaat, 
And    no-thyng    but    for   loue    was    this 

debaat — 
And   saugh   hir   blody  woundes,    wyde  55 

and    soore. 
And     alle    crieden,    bothe    lasse     and 

moore, 
'Haue  mercy,   ford,  vp-on  vs  wommen 

alter 
And    on    hir    bare    knees    adoun    they 

falle, 
And  wolde   haue   kist   his   feet   ther-as 

he  stood; 
Til  at  the  laste  aslaked  was  his  mood,  60 
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ffor  pitee  renneth  soone  in  gentil  herte. 
And  though  he  first  for  ire  quook 

and  sterte, 

He  hath  considered,  shortly  in  a  clause, 
The  trespas  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  the 

cause, 
65  And    al-though    J)at    his    ire    hir     gilt 

accused, 

Yet   in   his   resoun  he    hem   bothe  ex 
cused, 

And  thus  he  thoghte  wel  J)at  euery  man 
Wol  helpe  hym-self  in  loue,  if  that 

he  kan, 
And  eek  deliuere  hym-self  out  of  pri- 

s'OM-n ; 

70  And  eek  his  herte  hadde  compassiown 
Of    wommen,    for    they    wepen    euere 

in   oon; 
And   in   his   gentil   herte   he   thoughte 

anon, 

And  softe  vn-to  hym-self  he  seyde,  'ffy 

Vp-on  a  lord  that  wol  haue  no  mercy! 

75  But   been  a  leon,  bothe   in  word  and 

dede, 
To  hem  |)at  been  in  repentazmce  and 

drede, 

As  wel  as   to  a   proud  despitous   man 
That  wol  maynteyne  that  he  first  bigan : 
That  lord  hath  litel  of  discreciown, 
80  That   in  swich   cas  kan   no   diuisiown, 
But  weyeth  pride  and  humblesse  after 

oon.' 

And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thus  agoon, 
He  gan  to  looken  vp  with  [e]yen  lighte, 
And  spak  thise  same  wordes  al  on 

highte : 

85  'f'The   god   of   loue,   a,    benedicitel 
How    myghty   and    how   greet    a   lord 

is  he! 
Ayeyns  his  myght  there  gayneth  none 

obstacles, 
He    may    be    cleped    a    god    for    hise 

myracles ; 

ffor  he  kan  maken,  at  his  owene  gyse, 

90  Of  euerich  herte  as  J>at  hym  list  diuyse. 

Lo  heere  this  Arcite  and  this  Palamown, 

That  quitly  weren  out  of  my  prisown, 


And     myghte    han    lyued    in    Thebes 

roially, 

And  wite[n]  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy, 
And  J)at  hir  deth  lith  in  my  myght  95 

also — 
And  yet  hath  loue,  maugree  hir  [ejyen 

two, 

Br6ght   hem   hyder   bothe   for  to  dye. 
Now  looketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye  ? 
Who  may  been  a  fooZ  but  if  he  loue? 
Bihoold,  for  Goddes  sake,  JDat  sit  aboue !  00 
Se  how  they  blede!  be  they  noght  wel 

arrayed  ? 
Thus  hath  hir  lord,  the  god  of  loue, 

ypayed 

Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  seruyse, 
And  yet  they  wenen  for  to  been  ful 

wyse 
That  seruen  loue  for  aught  that  may  05 

bifalle. 

But  this  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle, 
That  she  for  whom  they  han  this 

iolitee 
Kan    hem    ther-fore    as    muche    thank 

as    me. 
She    woot    namoore    of   al    this    hoote 

fare, 
By   God,   than  woot  a  cokkow  of  an  10 

hare. 
But  al[l]  moot  ben  assayed,  hoot  and 

coold, 
A  man  moot  ben  a  fool,  or  yong  or 

oold. 

I  woot  it  by  my-self  ful  yore  agon; 
ffor  in  my  tyme  a  seruant  was  I  oon. 
And  therfore,  syn  I  knowe  of  loues  15 

peyne, 
And   woot    hou   soore   it   kan   a   man 

distreyne, 
As    he   J>at    hath   ben   caught   ofte   in 

his  laas: 

I  yow  foryeue  al  hoolly  this  trespaas 
At  requeste  of  the  queene,  {>at  kneleth 

heere, 

And  eek  of  Emelye,  my  suster  deere.  20 
And    ye    shul    bothe    anon    vn-to    me 

swere 
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That    neuere-mo    ye    shal    my    contree 

dere, 
Ne   make   werre   vp-on   me,    nyght   ne 

day, 
But   been   my  freendes   in  al  that  ye 

may. 

25  I  yow  foryeue  this  trespas  euery-deel.' 
And  they  him  sworejn]  his  axyng  faire 

and    weel, 
And   hym  of  lordshipe  and  of  mercy 

preyde, 
And  he  hem  graunteth  grace,  and  thus 

he  seyde: 

'To  speke  of  roial  lynage  and  richesse, 
30  Though  J>at  she  were  a  queene  or  a 

princesse, 
Ech   of   you    bothe   is    worthy,    doute- 

lees, 
To  wedden  whan  tyme  is;  but  nathe- 

lees 

I   speke  as   for  my   suster   Emelye, 
ffor     whom    ye    haue    this    strif     and 

aalousye. 
35  Ye  woot  your-self,  she  may  nat  wedden 

two 

Atones,  though  ye  fighten  eueremo; 
That  oon  of  you,  al  be  hym  looth  or 

leef, 

He  moot  go  pipen  in  an  yuy-leef; 
This  is  to  seyn:  she  may  nat  now  han 

bothe, 
40  Al    be    ye    neuer    so    ialouse,    ne    so 

wrothe. 

And  for-thy  I  yow  putte  in  this  degree, 
That  ech  of  yow  shal  haue  his  destynee 
As  hym  is  shape,  and  herkneth  in  what 

wyse; 
Lo,    heere   your   ende   of   that    I   shal 

deuyse : 

45  My  wyl   is   this,   for   plat  conclusion, 
With-outen   any   re[p]plicaciown — 
If    that    you    liketh    tak[e]    it    for    the 

beste— 
That  euerich  of  you  shal  goon  where 

hym   leste 


ffrely,  with-outen  raunson  or  daunger. 
And  this  day  fifty  wykes  fer  ne  ner,  5C 
Eeuerich  of  you  shal  brynge  an  hun 
dred   knyghtes 

Armed  for  lystes  vp  at  alle  rightes, 
(^f)Al  redy  to  darreyne  hire  by  ba- 

taille. 

And  this  bihote  I  yow,  with-outen  faille 
Vp-on  my  trouthe,  and  as  I  am  a  55 

knyght, 
That  wheither  of  you  bothe  J>at  hath 

myght — 
This   is  to   seyn:  that  wheither  he  or 

thow 
May   with   his   hundred,   as    I   spak  of 

now, 
Sleen    his   contrarie^or    out   of    lystes 

dryue — 

Thanne   shal   I   yeue  Emelya  to  wyue  6C 
To  whom  }>at  ffortune  yeueth  so  fair  a 

grace. 

Tho  lystes  shal  I  maken  in  this  place, 
And  God  so  wisly  on  my  soule  rewe, 
As  I  shal  euene  iuge  been  and  trewe, 
Ye  shul  noon  oother  ende  with  me  65 

maken, 
That  oon  of  yow  ne  shal  be  deed  or 

taken. 

And  if  yow  thynketh  this  is  weel  ysayd, 
Seyeth  youre  auys,  and  holdeth  you 

apayd : 
This    is    youre    ende    and    youre    con- 

clusiown.' 
^[Who   looketh  lightly   now   but   Pala-  70 

mown? 

Who  spryngeth  vp  for  ioye  but  Arcite? 
Who  kouthe  tellew,  or  who  kouthe 

endite 

The  ioye  J)at  is  maked  in  the  place 
Whan  Theseus  hath  doon  so  fair  a 

grace? 
But  doun  on  knees  wente  euery  maner  75 

wight, 
And    thonken   hym   with   al    hir   herte 

and  myght, 
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And  namely  the  Thebans  often  sithe. 
And  thus  with  good  hope  and  with 

herte  blithe 
They   take[n]    hir   leue,   and    homward 

gonne    they   ride 

80  To  Thebes,  with  hise  olde  walles  wyde. 
^Explicit  secunda  pars. 
^Sequitur  pars  tercia. 
I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  it  necligence 
If   I   foryete  to  tellen   the  dispence 
Of   Theseus,   that   gooth   so    bisily 
To   maken  vp  the  lystes  roially; 
85  That  swich  a  noble  theatre  as  it  was, 
I    dar   wel    seyen,    in    this    world   ther 

nas. 

The  circuit  a  myle  was  aboute, 
Walled  of  stoon,  and  dyched  al  with- 

oute. 
Round    was   the    shap,    in    manere   of 

compaas, 
90  fful   of   degrees,   the   heighte   of  sixty 

pas, 

That,  whan  a  man  was  set  on  o  degree, 
He  lette  nat  his  felawe  for  to  see. 
^[Estward  ther  stood  a  gate  of  ?war- 

bul    whit, 
Westward  right  swich  another  in  the 

opposit ; 
95  *[And   shortly  to   concluden:  swich   a 

place 

Was  noon  in  erthe,  as  in  so  litel  space ; 
ffor  in  the  lond  ther  was  no  crafty 

man 

That  geometric  or  ars-wetrik  kan, 
Ne  potreitour,  ne  keruer(e)  of  ymages 
00  That   Theseus   ne   yaf  hym   mete   and 

wages, 

The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  deuyse; 
And,  for  to  doon  his  ryte  and  sacrifise, 
He  estward  hath,  vp-on  the  gate  aboue, 
In  worshipe  of  Venus,  goddesse  of  loue, 
05  Doon  make  an  outer  and  an  oratorie. 
And  on  the  westward  side,  in  memorie 


Of  Mars,  he  maked  hath  right  swich 

another, 

That   coste   largely   of   gold    a   fother. 
And    worthward,    in    a    touret    on    the 

wal, 

Of  alabastre  whit  and  reed  coral,          10 
An  oratorie,  riche  for  to  see, 
In  worship(e)  of  Dyane  of  chastitee 
Hath   Theseus   doon   wroght   in   noble 

wyse. 

^[But  yet  hadde  I  foryeten  to  deuyse 
The    noble   keruyng   and   the   portrei-  15 

tures, 
The   shap,   the   contenaunce,   and   the 

figures 

That  weren  in  thise  oratories  thre. 
^f first  in  the  temple  of  Venus  maystow 

se, 
Wroght  on  the  wal,  ful  pitous  to  bi- 

holde, 

The  broken  slepes  and  the  sikes  colde,  20 
The   sacred   teeris   and   the   wayment- 

ynge, 

The  firy  strokes  of  the  desirynge, 
That   loues   seruauntz    in   this    lyf   en- 

duren ; 

The  othes  that  her  couenantz  assuren; 
Plesaunce  and  hope,   desir,  foolhardy-  25 

nesse, 

Beautee  and  youthe,  bauderie,  richesse, 
Charmes  and  force,  lesynges,  flaterye, 
Despense,    bisynesse,   and   ialousye, 
That  wered  of  yelewe  gooldes  a  ger- 

land, 

A'nd  a  cokkow  sittynge  on  hir  hand;  30 
ffestes,    wistrumentz,    caroles,    daunces, 
Lust  and  array,   and  alle  the  circum- 

staunces 
Of  loue,  whiche  J)at  I  rekned  haue  and 

[rekne]  shal, 

By  ordre  weren  peynted  on  the  wal, 
And  mo  than  I  kan  make  of  menciown.  35 
ffor  soothly,  al  the  mount  of  Citherown, 
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Ther    Venus   hath   hir   principal    dwel- 

lynge, 
Was    shewed    on    the    wal    in  portrey- 


40  With  al  the  gardyn  and  the  lustynesse. 
Nat  was  foryete[n]  the  porter  Ydel- 

nesse, 

Ne  Narcissus  the  faire  of  yore  agon, 
Ne  yet  the  folye  of  kyng  Salamon, 
(*[)And  eek  the  grete  strengthe  of  Er- 

cules, 

Thenchauntementz  of  Medea  and  Circes, 
45  Ne    of   Turnus,    with   the    hardy   fiers 

corage, 

The  riche  Cresus,  kaytyf  in  seruage, 
Thus  may  ye  seen  j>at  wysdom  ne 

richesse, 
Beaute    ne    sleighte,    strengthe,    hardy- 

nesse 

Ne  may  with  Venus  holde  champartie; 
50  ffor  as  hire  list  the  world  than  may  she 

gye. 

Lo,   alle  thise  folk  so  caught  were  in 

hir  las, 

Til  they  for  wo  ful  ofte  seyde,  'alias  I* 
Suffiseth  heere  ensamples  oon  or  two, 
And  though  I  koude  rekene  a  thou 

sand    mo. 

55  The  statue^of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  se, 
Was  naked,  fletynge  in  the  large  see, 
And  fro  the  nauele  doun  al  couered 

was 
With  wawes  grene,  and  brighte  as  any 

glas. 

A  citole  in  hir  right  hond  hadde  she, 

60  And  on  hir  heed,  ful  semely  for  to  se, 

A   rose-gerland,   fressh   and   wel   smel- 

lynge; 

Aboue  hir  heed  hir  dowues  flikerynge. 
Biforn  hir(e)  stood  hir  sone  Cupido; 
Vp-on  his  shuldres  wynges  hadde  he 

two, 
65  And    blynd    he    was,    as    it    is    often 

scene  ; 


A  bowe  he  bar  and  arwes  brighte  and 

kene. 
•[Why  sholde  I  noght  as  wel  eek  telle 

yow  al 

The  portreiture  that  was  vp-on  the  wal 
With-inne  the  temple  of  myghty  Mars 

the    rede  ? 
Al  peynted  was  the  wal,  in  lengthe  and  70 

brede, 

Lyk  to  the   estres  of   the   grisly  place 
That  highte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars 

in  Trace, 

In  thilke   colde,    frosty  regiown 
Ther-as  Mars  hath  his  souereyn  man- 

siown. 

^[f first  on  the  wal  was  peynted  a  forest,  75 
In  which  ther  dwelleth  neither  man  ne 

best, 

With  knotty,  knarry,  bareyne  trees  olde, 
Of  stubbes  sharpe,  and  hidouse  to  bi- 

holde, 
In    which    ther    ran   a    rumbel    and   a 

swough, 
As    though    a    storm    sholde     bresten  80 

euery  bough; 
And  dounward  from  an  hille,  vnder  a 

bente, 
Ther  stood  the  temple  of  Mars  army- 

potente, 
Wroght  al  of   burned  steel,   of  which 

the  entree 
Was  long  and  streit,  and  gastly  for  to 

see; 
And  ther-out  cam[e]  a  rage  and  such[e]  85 

a  veze, 

That  it  made  al  the  gate  for  to  rese. 
The    worthren    light    in    at    the    dores 

shoon, 
ffor  wyndowe  on  the  wal  ne  was  ther 

noon, 
Thurgh  which  men  myghten  any  light 

discerne. 

The  dores  were  al  of  adamant  eterne,  90 
Yclenched  ouerthwart  and  endelong 
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With  iren  tough;  and  for  to  make  it 

strong, 

Euery  pyler,  the  temple  to  sustene, 
Was  tonne  greet,  of  t'ren  bright  and 

shene. 
95  ^[Ther  saugh  I  first  the  dirke  ymagin- 

yng 

Of  felonye  and  al  the  compassyng: 
The  crueel  ire,  reed  as  any  glede; 
The  pykepurs,  and  eek  the  pale  drede; 
The  smyler(e),  with  the  knyf  vnder 

the   cloke; 
00  The  shepne,  brennynge  with  the  blake 

smoke ; 
The  tresown  of  the  mordryngfe]  in  the 

bedde; 
The    open    werre,     with    woundes     al 

bibledde; 
Contek,    with    blody    knyf   and    sharp 

manace : 

Al  ful  of  chirkyng  was  that  sory  place. 
05  ^[The   sleer(e)   of   hym-self   yet   saugh 

I  ther; 
His    herte-blood    hath    bathed    al    his 

heer  ; 

The  nayl,  ydryuen  in  the  shode  a-nyght ; 
The  colde  deeth,  with  mouth  gapyng 

vp-right. 

Amyddes  of  the  temple  sat  meschaunce, 

10  With  disconfort  and  sory  contenaunce. 

^[Yet    saugh    I    woodnesse,    laughynge 

in  his  rage; 
Armed    compleint,    out-hees,    and   fiers 

outrage ; 
The   careyne   in   the   busk,    with   throt 

ycorue, 
A   thousand   slayn,    and   nat    [oon]    of 

qualm    ystorue ; 
15  The   tiraunt,   with   the   pray    by   force 

yraft; 
The  toun  destroyed,  ther  was  no-thyng 

laft. 
^Yet  saugh  I   brent  the  shippes  hop- 

pesteres; 


The    hunte    strangled    with    the    wilde 

beres ; 
The    sowe    freten    the    child    right    in 

the  cradel; 

The  cook  yscalt  for  al  his  longe  ladel.  20 
^[Noght   was   foryete[n]    by  the   infor- 

tune  of  Marte 

The  cartere  ouer-ryden  with  his  carte, 
Vnder  the  wheel  ful  lowe  he  lay  adoun. 
^[Ther  were  also  of  Martes  diuisioun 
The  harbour,  and  the  6ocher,  and  the  25 

smyth, 
That    forgeth    sharpe    swerdes    on    his 

styth. 

^[And  al  aboue,  depeynted  in  a  tour, 
Saugh  I  conquest  sittynge  in  greet 

honour, 

With  the  sharpe  swerd  ouer  his  heed 
Hangynge   by  a  soutil  twynes  threed.  30 
^[Depeynted  was  the  slaughtre  of  lu- 

lius, 

Of  grete  Nero,  and  of  Antonius; 
Al  be  f)at  thilke  tyme  they  were  vnborn, 
Yet  was  hir  deeth  depeynted  ther  biforn 
By   manasynge  of   Mars,   right   by  fi-  35 

gure; 

So  was  it  shewed  in  that  portreiture, 
As  is  depeynt[ed]  in  the  cercZes  aboue 
Who  shal  be  slayn,  or  elles  deed  for 

loue. 

Suffiseth  oon  ensample  in  stories  olde — 
I  may  nat  rekene  hem  alle,  though  40 

I  wolde. 

The  statue~of  Mars  vp-on  a  carte  stood 
Armed,  and  looked  grym  as  he  were 

wood; 
And   ouer   his    heed   ther   shynen   two 

figures 

Of  sterres,  that  been  cleped  in  scrip 
tures, 

That  oon  Puella,  that  oother  Rubeus.  45 
This  god  of  armes  was  arrayed  thus: 
A  wolf  ther  stood  biforn  hym  at  his 

feet 
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With   [ejye'n   rede,   and   of   a   man  he 

eet. 
With  soutil  pencel  was  depeynt[ed]  this 

storie 
50  In    redoutynge    of    Mars    and    of    his 

glorie. 
NOw    to    the    temple    of    Dyane     the 

chaste, 

As  shortly  as  I  kan,  I  wol  me  haste 
To  telle  yow  al  the  descripsioun. 
Depeynted  been  the  walles  vp  and  doun 
55  Of  huntyng  and  of  shamefast  chastitee. 
^[Ther  saugh  I  how  woful  Calistopee, 
Whan  J)at  Diane  agreued  was  with 

here, 
Was    turned    from    a    womman    t(l    a 

6ere, 
And   after   was    she   maad   the   loode- 

sterre : 
60  Thus    was    it    peynt[ed],    I    kan    seye 

yow  no  ferre. 
Hir  sone  is  eek  a  sterre,  as  men  may 

see. 
^[Ther    saugh    I    Dane    yturned    til    a 

tree— 

I  mene  nat  the  goddesse  Diane, 
But  Penneus  doughter,  which  J>at  highte 

Dane—; 
65  f  Ther     saugh     I     Attheon,     an     hert 

ymaked 
ffor   vengeawnce   J>at   he   saugh   Diane 

al    naked. 
I    saugh   how   J>at   hise   houndes   haue 

hym  caught 
And  freeten  hym,   for  J)at  they  knew 

hym   naught. 

If  Yet  peynted  was  a  litel  forther-moor 
70  How    Atthalaunte    hunted     the     wilde 

boor, 

And  Meleagree,  and  many"another  mo, 
ffor  which   Dyane  wroghte   hym   care 

and   wo. 
^[Ther  saugh  I  many^another  wonder 

storie, 
The  whiche  me  list  nat  drawen  to  me- 

morie. 


^[This   goddesse   on  an  hert   ful   [wel]  75 

hye   sect, 

With  smale  houndes  al  aboute  hir  feet, 
And  vndernethe  hir  feet  she  hadde 

a  moone; 
Wexynge    it    was,    and    sholde    wanye 

soone. 

In  gaude  grene  hir  statue  clothed  was, 
With  bowe  in  honde,  and  arwes  in  a  8C 

cas. 

Hir  [e]yen  caste  she  ful  lowe  adoun, 
Ther  Pluto  hath  his  derke  regioun. 
^[A  womman  trauaillynge  was  hir(e) 

bif  orn ; 
But,    for   hir   child   so   longe   was   vn- 

born, 

fful    pitously    Lucyna    gan    she    calle,  85 
And  seyde,  'Help,  for  thou  mayst  best 

of  alle!' 
Wel    koude    he    peynten    lifly    that    it 

wroghte ; 
With    many^a    floryn    he    the    hewes 

boghte. 

NOw  been  the  lystes  maad,  and  The 
seus, 

That  at  his  grete  cost  arrayed  thus       9C 
The    temples    and    the    theatre    euery- 

deel, 
Whan  it  was  doon,  hym  lyked  wonder 

weel. 

But  stynte  I  wol[e]  of  Theseus  a  lite. 
And  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite. 
^[The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retourn-  95 

ynge, 
That      euerich      sholde     an     hundred 

knyghtes   brynge, 
The    bataille    to    darreyne,    as    I    yow 

tolde ; 
And  til  Athenes,  hir  couenantjz]  for  to 

holde, 
Hath  euerich  of  hem  broght  an  hundred 

knyghtes, 

Wel  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes ;  00 
And  sikerly,  ther  trowed  many~a  man 
That  neuere  sithen  that  the  world  bi- 

gan, 
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As  for  to  speke  of  knyghthod  of  hir 

bond, 

As  fer  as  God  hath  maked  see  or  lond, 

05  Nas  of  so  fewe  so  noble  a  compaignye. 

ffor  euery  wight  that  louede  chiualrye, 

And  wolde,  his  thankes,  nan  a  passant 

name, 
Hath   preyed  J>at   he  myghte   been  of 

that  game, 
And  wel  was  hym  that  ther-to  chosen 

was! 

10  ffor  if  ther  fille  to  morwe  swich  a  caas, 
Ye  knowen  wel  J>at  euery  lusty  knyght 
That  loueth  paramours,  and  hath  his 

myght — 

Were  it  in  Engelond  or  elles-where — 
They  wolde,  hir  thankes,  wilnen  to  be 

there, 

15  To  fighte  for  a  lady — benedicitee! 
It  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  see! 
^[And  right  so  ferden  they  with  Pala- 

mon. 
With  hym  ther  wenten  knyghtes  many 

on; 
Somme    wol    ben    armed    in    an    hau- 

bergeon 
20  And    in    bristplate,    and    in    a    light 

gypon; 
And  somme  woln  haue  a  paire  plates 

large; 
And  somme  woln  haue  a  Pruce-sheeld 

or  a  targe; 
Somme  woln  ben  armed  on  hir  legges 

weel, 
And  haue  an  ax,  and  somme  a  rwace 

of  steel: 

25  Ther  is  no  newe  gyse  that  it  nas  old. 
A'rmed  were  they,  as  I  haue  yow 

told, 

E'uerych  after  his  opiniown. 
Ther  maistow  seen,  comynge  with  Pala- 

mon, 
Lygurge   hym-self;   the   grete  kyng   of 

Trace. 
30  Blak  was  his  berd,  and  manly  was  his 

face; 


The  cercles  of  hise  [e]yen  in  his  heed, 
They  gloweden  bitwyxen  yelow  and  reed, 
And  lyk  a  grifphon  looked  he  aboute. 
With  kempe  heeris  on  hise  browes 

stoute ; 
Hise  lymes  grete,  hise  brawnes  harde  35 

and    stronge, 
Hise  shuldres  brode,  hise  armes  rounde 

and  longe; 

And,  as  the  gyse  was  in  his  contree, 
fful  hye  vpon  a  chaar  of  gold  stood 

he, 

With  foure  white  boles  in  the  trays. 
In  stede  of  cote-armure  ouer  his  har-  40 

nays, 
With    nayles    yelewe    and    brighte    as 

any  gold, 

He  haddea&eres  skyn,  colblak,  for-old. 
His  longe  heer  was  kembd  bihynde  his 

bak, 
As  any  rauenes   fethere  it   shoon  for- 

blak; 
A  wrethe  of  gold,  arm-greet,  of  huge  45 

wighte 

Vpon  his  heed,  set  ful  of  stones  brighte, 
Of  fyne  rubyes,  and  of  dyamauntz. 
Aboute  his  chaar  ther  wenten  white 

alauntz, 

Twenty  and  mo,  as  grete  as  any  steer, 
To  hunten  at  the  leon  or  [or]  the  deer,  50 
And    folwed    hym,    with    mosel     faste 

ybounde, 
Colered    of   gold,    and   tourettes   fyled 

rounde. 
An   hundred   lordes    hadde   he    in   his 

route, 
Armed  ful  wel,  with  hertes  stierne  and 

stoute. 

With  Arcita,  in  stories  as  men  fynde,  55 
The  grete  Emetreus,  the  kyng  of  Inde, 
Vp-on  a  steede   bay  trapped  in  steel, 
Couered    in   clooth    of   gold,    dyapred 

weel, 
Cam  ridynge   lyk   the   god   of  armes, 

Mars; 
His  cote-armure  was  of  clooth  of  Tars,  60 
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Couched  with  perles  white,  and  rounde 

and  grete; 
His    sadel    was    of    brend    gold    newe 

ybete; 

A'  wantel  vpon  his  shulder  hangynge, 
Brat-ful  of  mbyes  rede,  as  fyr  spark- 

lynge. 

65  His  crispe  heer  lyk  rynges  was  yronne, 
And  that  was  yelow,  and  glytered  as  the 

sonne ; 
His  nose  was  heigh,  his  [e]yen  bright 

citryn, 
His  lippes  rounde;  his  colour  was  san- 

gwyn; 

A  fewe  frakenes  in  his  face  yspreynd, 
70  Bitwixen      yelow     and     somdel      blak 

ymeynd ; 

And  as  a  leon  he   his  lookyng  caste. 
Of   fyue   and   twenty   yeer   his   age    I 

caste  ; 
His    berd    was    wel    bigonne    for    to 

sprynge; 

His  voys  was  as  a  trompe  thonderynge. 
75  Vp-on    his    heed    he   wered    of   laurer 

grene 
A    gerland,    fressh    and    lusty    for    to 

sene; 

Vp-on  his  hand  he  bar,  for  his  deduyt, 
An  egle  tame,   as  any  lilye  whyt. 
An  hundred  lordes  hadde  he  with  hym 

there, 
80  Al  armed,   saue  hir  heddes,   in  al  hir 

gere, 

fful  richely  in  alle  maner  thynges* 
ffor     trusteth     wel    J>at    dukes,     erles, 

kynges 
Were    gadered    in    this    noble    com- 

paignye, 

ffor  loue  and  for  encrees  of  chiualrye. 
85  Aboute   this   kyng   ther   ran   on   euery 

part 

fful   many^a   tame   leon   and   leopard. 
And  in  this  wise  thise  lordes,  alle  and 

some, 
Been  on  the  Sonday  to  the  citee  come 


Aboute  pryme,  and  in  the  toun  alight. 
^[This   Theseus,  this   due,  this  worthy  9C 

knyght, 
Whan    he   had    broght   hem    in-to   his 

citee, 

And  inned  hem,  euerich  in  his  degree, 
He   festeth   hem,   and   dooth   so   greet 

labour 

To  esen  hem  and  doon  hem  al  honour, 
That  yet  men  weneth  J>at  no  manwes  wit  95 
Of  noon  estaat  ne  koude  amenden  it. 
^[The  wynstralcye,  the  seruice  at  the 

feeste, 
The    grete   yiftes    to   the    meeste    and 

leeste, 

The    riche    array    of    Theseus    paleys; 
Ne  who  sat  first  ne  last  vp-on  the  deys;  OC 
What  ladyes  fairest  been  or  best  daunc- 


Or  which  of  hem  kan  carole  best  and 

synge, 
Ne    who    moost    felyngly    speketh    of 

loue; 
What    haukes    sitten    on    the    perche 

aboue, 
What    houndes    liggen    in    the    floor  05 

adoun  — 

Of  al  this  make  I   now  no  mencioun, 
But  al  theffect,  that  thynketh  me  the 

beste: 
Now  cometh  the  point,  and  herkneth 

if  yow  leste. 
The   Monday   nyght,    er   day   bigan  to 

sprynge, 

Whan  Palamon  the  larke  herde  synge  —  10 
Al-though  it  nere   nat  day   by  houres 

two, 

Yet  song  the  larke,  and  Palamon  also  — 
With  hooly  herte  and  with  an  heigh 

corage, 

He  roos  to  wenden  on  his  pilgrymage 
Vn-to    the    blisful    Cither  ea   benigne—  15 
I  mene  Venus,  honurable  and  digne  — 
And  in  hir  house  he  walketh  forth  a- 

paas 
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Vn-to    the    lystes,    ther    hir[e]    temple 

was, 
And  doun  he  kneleth  with  ful  humble 

cheere 
20  And    herte    soor,    and    seyde    in    this 

manere : 

[^The  prey  ere  of  Palamon. 

[^to  Venus  goddesse  of  loue, 
'Faireste  of  faire,  o  lady  myn  Venus, 
Doughter  to  loue  and  spouse  of  Vul- 

canus, 
Thow  glader(e)  of  the  Mount  of  Cithe- 

ron! 

ffor  thilke  loue  thow  haddest  to  Adoon, 

25  Haue  pitee  of  my  bittre  teeris  smerte, 

And  taak  myn  humble  preyere  at  thyn 

herte ! 

Alias !    I  ne  haue  no  langage  to  telle 
Theffectes    ne    the    tormentz    of    myn 

belle. 
Myn  herte  may  myne  harmes  nat  bi- 

wreye, 

30  I  am  so  confus,  that  I  kan  noght  seye 
But  mercy,  lady  bright,  that  knowest 

weele 
My   thought,   and   seest   what   harmes 

£at    I    feele! 
Considere  al  this,  and  rewe  vp-on  my 

soore 

As    wisly    as    I    shal    for    eueremoore, 
35  Emforth  my  myght,  thy  trewe  seruant 

be, 

And  holden  werre  alwey  with  chastitee : 
That   make    I    myn   auow,    so   ye   me 

helpe. 

I   kepe  noght  of  armes  for  to  yelpe., 
Ne    I    ne    axe    nat   tomorwe   to    haue. 

victorie, 

40  Ne  renoun  in  this  cas,  ne  veyne-glorie 
Of  pris  of  armes  blowen  vp  and  doun, 
But  I  wolde  haue  fully  possessioun 
Of  Emelye,  and  dye  in  thy  seruyse — 
ffynd  thow  the  manere  hou,  and  in 

what  wysel 
45  I  recche  nat  but  it  may  bettre  be 


To  haue  victorie~of   hem,   or  they  of 

me, 
So    that    I    haue    my    lady    in    myne 

armes. 
ffor  though  so  be  that  Mars  is  god  of 

armes, 

Youre  vertu  is  so  greet  in  heu?ne  aboue, 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  haue.  my  50 

loue. 

^[Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  eueremo, 
And  on  thyn  auter,  where  I  ride  or  go, 
I  wol  doon  sacrifice,  and  fires  beete. 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  sweete, 
Thanne  preye  I  thee,  tomorwe  with  a  55 

spere 

That  Arcita  me  thurgh  the  herte  bere: 
Thanne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  haue 

lost    my   lyf, 
Though  that  Arcita  wynne  hir(e)  to  his 

wyf. 

This  is  theff ect  and  ende  of  my  preyere : 
Yif  me  my  loue,  thow  blisful  lady  60 

deere !' 

^Whan  the  orison  was  doon  of  Pala 
mon, 

His  sacrifice  he  dide,  and  that  anon 
fful  pitously,  with  alle  circumstawnces, 
Al  telle  I  noght  as  now  hise  obseruaun- 

ces. 
But    atte    laste    the    statue~of    Venus  65 

shook, 

And  made  a  signe,  wher-by  hat  he  took 
That  his  preyere  accepted  was  that 

day; 

ffor  thogh  the  signe  shewed  a  delay, 
Yet  wiste  he  wel  J>at  graunted  was  his 

boone, 
And   with   glad   herte   he   wente   hym  70 

hoom   ful   soone. 

The  thridde  houre  in-equal  that  Pala 
mon 

Bigan  to  Venus  temple  for  to  gon, 
Vp  roos  the  sonne,  and  vp  roos 

Emelye, 
And  to  the  temple  of  Dyane  gan  hye. 
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75  Hir  maydens  JDat  she  thider  with  hir(e) 

ladde, 

fful  redily  with  hem  the  fyr  they  ftadde, 
Thencens,   the  clothes,   and  the  reme- 

nant  al 

That  to  the  sacrifice  longen  shal: 
The  homes  fulle  of  weeth,  as  was  the 

gyse— 
80  Ther  lakked  noght  to  doon  hir  sacri- 

fise. 
^[Smokynge  the  temple,  ful  of  clothes 

faire, 

This  Emelye,  with  herte  debonaire. 
Hir  body  wessh  with  water  of  a  welle. 
But  hou  she   dide  hir  ryte   I   dar  nat 

telle, 
85  But  it  be  any-thing  in  general; 

And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  heeren  al. 
To   hym  J>at    meneth   wel   it   were   no 

charge, 
But    it    is    good   a    man    been   at    his 

large. 
^[Hir    bright  e    heer    was    kempd,    vn- 

tressed  al; 

90  A   coroune  of  a  grene   ook  cerial 
Vp-on   hir   heed   was  set   ful  fair  and 

meete. 

Two  fyres  on  the  auter  gan  she  beete, 
And    dide   hir   thynges,   as    men    may 

biholde 
In  Stace  of  Thebes  and  thise  bookes 

olde. 
95  Whan  kyndled  was  the  fyr  with  pitous 

cheere, 
Vn-to  Dyane  she  spak  as  ye  may  heere : 

[^The  prey  ere  of  Emelye  to 

dyane  goddesse  of  Maydens. 
'O  chaste  goddesse  of  the  wodes  grene, 
To  whom  bothe  heuene  and  erthe  and 

see    is    sene, 
Queene  of  the  regne  of  Pluto  derk  and 

lowe, 
00  Goddesse  of  maydens,  that  myn  herte 

hast   knowe 
fful   many~a   yeer,   and  woost   what   I 

desire — 


As  keep(e)  me  fro  thy  vengeawnce  and 

thyn  ire, 

That  Attheon  aboughte  cruelly! 
Chaste   goddesse  1   wel   wostow  J>at   I 
DesirQ    to    ben   a   mayden   al    my   lyf,  05 
Ne  neuere  wol   I   be   no  loue  ne  wyf. 
I    am,    thow    woost,    yet    of    thy   com- 

paignye 
A     mayde,    and    loue    huntynge    and 

venerye, 

And  for  to  walken  in  the  wojdes  wilde, 
And  noght  to  ben  a  wyf,  and  be  with  10 

childe; 
Noght  wol  I  knowe  the  compaignye  of 

man. 
Now  help  me,  lady,  sith  ye  may  and 

kan, 
ffor  tho  thre  formes  {>at  thou  hast  in 

thee! 
And    Palamon,    that    hath    swich    loue 

to  me, 
And    eek    Arcite,    that    loueth    me    so  15 

soore, 
This     grace    I    preye    thee     with-oute 

moore, 
As  sende  loue  and  pees   bitwixe  hem 

two; 

And  fro  me  turne  awey  hir  hertes  so, 
That  al  hir  hoote  loue  and  hir  desir, 
And  al  hir   bisy  torment,   and  hir  fir  2C 
Be  queynt,  or  turned  in  another  place. 
And  if  so  be  thou  wolt  do  me  no  grace, 
Or  if  my  destynee  be  shapen  so, 
That   I   shal  nedes  haue  oon  of  hem 

two, 
As  sende  me  hym  {>at  moost  desireth  25 

me. 

Bihoold,    goddesse   of   clene   chastitee, 
The    bittre   teeris   that   on   my  chekes 

fallel' 
Syn  thou  art  mayde  and  kepere  of  vs 

alle, 
My   maydenhede   thou    kepe   and   wel 

conserue, 
And  whil  I  lyue  a  mayde  I  wol  thee  3C 

serue !' 


thisel   othere 
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S3 


•[The    fires    brenne    vp-on    the    auter 

cleere, 

Whil  Emelye  was  thus  in  hir  preyere. 
But     sodeynly     she     saugh     a     sighte 

queynte  : 

ffor  right  anon  oon  of  the  fyres  queynte, 

35  And  quyked  again,  and  after  that  anon 

That  oother  fyr  was  queynt  and  al  agon, 

And  as  it  queynte,  it  made  a  whistel- 


As    doon    thise    wete    brondes    in    hir 

brennynge, 
And    at    the    brondes    ende    out    ran 

anon, 

40  As  it  were  blody  dropes  many  oon, 
ffor  which  so  score  agast  was  Emelye, 
That  she  was  wel  ny  mad,  and  gan  to 

crye; 

ffor   she    ne   wiste   what   it   signyfied. 
But  oonly  for  the  feere  thus  hath  she 

cried, 
45  And    weep,    that    it   was    pitee    for   to 

heere. 

And   ther-with-al   Dyane    gan   appeere, 
With    bowe    in    honde,    right    as     an 

hunteresse, 
And  seyde,  'JDoghter,  stynte  thyn  heuy- 

nesse  ! 

[*$The  answer  e  of  Dyane 
ffito  Emelye. 

Among  the  goddes  hye  it  is  affermed, 
50  And  by  eterne  word  write[n]  and  con- 

fermed 
Thou  shalt  ben  wedded  vn-to  oon  of 

tho 
That  han  for  thee  so  muchel  care  and 

wo; 
But   vn-to  which   of  hem,    I   may  nat 

telle. 

ffarwel!  for  I  ne  may  no  lenger  dwelle. 
55  The  fires  whiche   that  on   myn  auter 

brenne 
Shulle  thee  declarer,  er  that  thou  go 

henne, 

Thyn  auenture  of  loue,  as  in  this  cas.' 
And  with  that  word  the  arwes  in  the 

caas 


Of    the    goddesse    clateren    faste    and 

rynge. 
And    forth    she    wente,    and    made    a  60 

vanysshynge, 

ffor   which   this    Emelye  astoned   was, 
And  seyde,  What  amounteth  this,  alias  ? 
I   putte  me  in  thy  protecciozm, 
Dyane,   and  in  thy  disposicioitn.' 
And   hoom   she    goth   anon   the   nexte  65 

weye. 
This    is    theffect,    ther   is    namoore    to 

seye. 

The  nexte  houre  of  Mars  folwynge  this, 
Arcite   vn-to   the   temple   walked   is 
Of  fierse   Mars,   to   doon   his  sacrifise 
With  alle  the  rytes  of  his  payen  wyse.  70 
With  pitous  herte  and  heigh  deuociown, 
Right  thus  to  Mars  he  seyde  his  orisown : 

[^The   orison  of   Arcite 

[*$to  Mars  god  of  Armes. 
'O  stronge  god,  that  in  the  regnes  colde 
Of  Trace  honoured  art  and  lord  y- 

holde, 
(^[)And  hast  in  euery  regne  and  euery  75 

lond 

Of  armes  al  the  brydel  in  thyn  hond, 
And  hem  fortunest  as  thee  lyst  deuyse, 
Accepte  of  me  my  pitous  sacrifise! 
If  so  be  that  my  youthe  may  deserue, 
And  J)at  my  myght  be  worthy  for  to  80 

serue 
Thy  godhede,  J>at  I  may  been  oon  of 

thyne : 
Thanne    preye    I    thee   to    rewe   vp-on 

my  pyne. 

ffor  thilke  peyne  and  thilke  hoote  fir 
In    which    thou    whilom    brendest    for 

desir, 

Whan    |>at   thow    vsedest   the    beautee  85 
Of  faire  yonge  fresshe  Venus  free, 
And    haddest    hir(e)    in   armes    at    thy 

wille — 

Al-though  thee  ones  on  a  tyme  mysfille, 
Whan  Vulcanus  hadde  caught  thee  in 

his    las, 
And  foond  thee  liggynge  by  his  wyf,  90 

alias!— 
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ffor  thilke  sorwe  that  was  in  thyn  herte, 
Haue  routhe  as  wel  vp-on  my  peynes 

smerte ! 
I  am  yong  and  vnkonnynge,  as  thow 

woost, 
And,   as   I   trowe,  with   loue  offended 

moost 

95  That    euere    was    any    lyues    creature, 
ffor  she  J>at  dooth  me  al  this  wo  en 
dure 
Ne  reccheth  neuere  wher   I   synke  or 

fleete, 
And   wel    I    woot,    er    she    me   mercy 

heete, 
I  moot  with  strengthe  wynne  hir(e)  in 

the   place; 
00  And    wel    I    woot    withouten    help    or 

grace 
Of  thee   ne   may  my  strengthe  noght 

auaille. 
TharniQ    help    me,    lord,    tomorwe    in 

my  bataille 

For  thilke  fyr  that  whilom  brente  thee, 

As  wel  as  thilke  fyr  now  brenneth  me, 

05  And  do  that  I  tomorwe  haue  victorie: 

Myn  be  the  trauaille,  and  thyn  be  the 

glorie ! 
Thy     souereyn    temple    wol    I    moost 

honouren 

Of  any  place,  and  alwey  moost  labouren 
In   thy   plesawnce   and   in   thy   craftes 

stronge ; 
10  And   in   thy   temple    I    wol   my   baner 

honge, 

And  alle  the  armes  of  my  compaignye; 
And  euere-mo,  vn-to  that  day  I  dye, 
Eterne  fir  I  wol  biforn  thee  fynde, 
And  eek  to  this  auow  I  wol  me  bynde: 
15  My  beerd,  myn  heer,  that  hongeth  long 

adoun, 

That    neuere    yet    ne    felte    offensioun 
Of    rasour    nor    of    shere,    I  wol    thee 

y*ue, 

And  ben  thy  trewe  seruant  whil  I  lyue. 
Now,     lord,    haue    routhe    vp-on     my 

sorwes    soore, 


Yif  me  [the]  victorie,~I  aske  thee  na-  2( 

moore  I* 

The  preyere  stynt  of  Arcita  the  stronge, 
The  rynges  on  the  temple  dore  that 

honge 

And  eek  the  dores  clatereden  ful  faste, 
Of  which  Arcita  som-what  hym  agaste. 
The  fyres  brende[n]  vp-on  the  outer  2 

brighte, 

That  it  gan  al  the  temple  for  to  lighte, 
And  sweete  smel  the  ground  anon  vp- 

yaf; 

And  Arcita  anon  his  hand  vp-haf, 
And    moore    encens    in-to   the    fyr    he 

caste, 

With  othere  rytes   mo,   and  atte  laste  3 
The  statue^of  Mars  bigan  his  hauberk 

rynge, 
And  with  that  soun  he  herde  a  mur- 

murynge 
fful   lowe   and   dym,   and   seyde   thus: 

'Victorie,1 
ffor    which    he    yaf    to    Mars    honour 

and  glorie. 
And  thus  with  ioye  and  hope  wel  to  3 

fare, 

Arcite  anon  vn-to  his  in  is  fare, 
As    fayn   as    fowel    is    of   the    brighte 

sonne. 
^[And   right   anon   swich   strif   ther   is 

bigonne 
For   thilke    grauntyng    in   the    heuene 

aboue 

Bitwixe   Venus,   the   goddesse  of  love,  4 
And    Mars,    the    stierne    god    armypo- 

tente, 

That  luppiter  was  bisy  it  to  stente; 
Til  that  the  pale  Saturnus,  the  colde, 
That  knew  so  manye^of  auentures  olde, 
ffoond  in  his  olde  experience  an[d]  4 

art, 
That  he  ful  soone  hath   plesed  euery 

part. 
As    sooth    is    seyd,    elde    hath     greet 

auantage ; 
In   elde  is   bothe  wysdom  and  vsage; 
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Men  may  the  olde  at-renne,  and  noght 

at-rede. 
50  Saturne     anon,    to    stynten    strif    and 

drede — 

Al  be  it  that  it  is  agayn  his  kynde — , 
Of  al  this  strif  he  gan  remedie  fynde. 
^['My  deere  doghter  Venus,'  quod  Sa 
turne, 
'My  cours,  that  hath  so  wyde  for  to 

turne, 

55  Hath  moore  power  than  woot  any  man. 
Myn   is  the   drenchyng  in  the  see  so 

wan; 

Myn  is  the  prison  in  the  derke  cote; 
Myn  [is]  the  stranglyng  and  hangyng 

by  the  throte, 

The  murmure  and  the  cherles  rebellyng, 
60  The  groynyng[e]  and  the  pryue[e]  em- 

poysonyng. 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  correcckwn, 
Whil  I  dwelle  in  signe  of  the  leown. 
Myn  is  the  ruyne  of  the  hye  halles, 
The  fallynge  of  the  toures  and  of  the 

walles 

65  Vpon   the   ?wynour   or   the    carpenter. 
I  slow  Sampsown,  shakynge  the  piler; 
And   myne   be  the  maladyes   oolde, 
The  derke  tresons,  and  the  castes  olde. 
My  lookyng  is  the  fader  of  pestilence. 
70  Now  weep  namoore,   I  shal  doon  dili 
gence 
That    Palamon,    that    is    thyn     owene 

knyght, 
Shal  haue  his  lady,  as  thou  hast  him 

hight. 
Though   Mars  shal   helpe   his   knyght, 

yet   nathelees 
Bitwixe  yow  ther  moot  be  som  tyme. 

pees, 

75  Al    be   ye    noght   of   o    complecciown, 
That    causeth    al-day    swich    diuisiown. 
I  am  thyn  aiel,  redy  at  thy  wille; 
Weep   now   namoore,    I   wol   thy   lust 

fulfille!' 
^[Now   wol    I    stynten  of   the   goddes 

above, 


Of   Mars   and   of  Venus,    goddesse   of  80 

love, 

And  telle  yow,  as  pleynly  as  I  kan, 
The  grete  effect,  for  which  that  I 

bygan. 

^Explicit   tercia    pars. 

^Sequitur  pars  quarta. 

Greet  was  the  feeste  in  Atthenes  that 

day, 

And  eek  the  lusty  seson  of  that  May 
Made  euery  wight  to  been  in  such  85 

plesaunce, 
That  al  that  Monday  Austen  they  and 

daunce, 

And  spenten  it  in  Venus  heigh  seruyse. 
And  by  the  cause  that  they  sholde 

ryse 

E'erly,    for    to    seen    the    grete    fight, 
Vn-to  hir  reste  wenten  they  at  nyght;  90 
And  on  the  morwe,  whan  J)at  day  gan 

sprynge, 
Of  hors  and  harneys  noyse  and  clater- 

ynge 

Ther   was   in   hostelryes   al   aboute; 
And  to  the  paleys  rood  ther  many~a 

route 

Of  lordes  vp-on  steedes  and  palfreys.  95 
Ther  maistow  seen  deuisynge  of  har 
neys 
So  vnkouth  and  so  riche,  and  wroght 

so    weel 
Of   goldsmythrye,    of   browdynge,   and 

of  steel; 
The    sheeldes     brighte,    testeres,     and 

trappures, 
Gold-hewen    helmes,    hauberkes,    cote-  00 

ormures ; 

Lordes  in  paramentz  on  hir  courseres; 
Knyghtes  of  retenue,  and  eek  squieres, 
Nailynge  the  speres,  and  helmes  boke- 

lynge; 
Giggynge    of    sheeldes,    with    layneres 

lacynge; 
There  as  nede  is,  they  weren  no-thyng  05 

ydel; 
The  fomy  steedes,  on  the  golden  brydel 
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Gnawynge,  and  faste  the  armurers  also, 
With  fyle  and  hamer,  prikynge  to  and 

fro; 
Yemen  on  foote,  and  communes  many 

oon 
10  With  shorte  staues,  thikke  as  they  may 

goon; 

Pypes,    trompes,    wakerers,    elariounes, 
That     in    the    bataille    blowen     blody 

sounes  ; 

The  paleys  ful  of  peples  vp  and  doun, 
Heere    thre,    ther    ten,    holdynge     hir 

questiown, 
15  Dyuynynge  of  thise  Thebane  knyghtes 

two. 
Somme   seyden  thus,   somme  seyde   it 

shal  be  so; 
Somme  helden  with  hym  with  the  blake 

berd; 
Somme   with   the   balled,   somme   with 

the  thikke-herd; 
Somme  seyde  he  looked  grymme,  and 

he  wolde  fyghte; 
20  He  hath  a  sparth  of  twenty  pound  of 

wighte. 

Thus  was  the   halle  ful  of  diuynynge 
Longe    after    that    the    sonne    gan    to 

sprynge. 
The  grete  Theseus,  that  of  his  sleep(e) 

awaked 
With   wynstralcie   and   noyse   JDat   was 

maked, 
25  Heeld  yet  the  chambre  of  his  paleys 

riche, 
Til  that  the  Thebane  knyghtes,  bothe 

yliche 

Honoured,    were    in-to    the    paleys   fet. 
Due  Theseus  was  at  a  wyndow  set, 
Arrayed    right   as    he   were   a   god   in 

trone. 
30  The    peple    preesseth    thiderward     ful 

soone 
Hym    for    to    seen,    and    doon    heigh 

reuerence, 


And  eek  to  herkne  his   heste  and  his 

sentence. 
^[An   heraud   on   a   scaffold   made  an 

'Oo!' 

Til  al  the  noyse  of  peple  was  ydo. 
And  whan  he  saugh  the  peple  of  noyse  35 

al  stille, 

Tho  showed  he  the  myghty  dukes  wille : 
^['The  lord  hath  of  his  heih  discreciown 
Considered  that  it  were  destrucckwn 
To  gentil  blood  to  fighten  in  the  gyse 
Of  mortal  bataille  now  in  this  emprise.  40 
Wherfore,  to  shapen  J)at  they  shal  nat 

dye, 

He  wol[de]  his  firste  purpos  modifye. 
^[No  man  ther-fore,  vp  peyne  of  los 

of  lyf, 
No    maner    shot,    ne    polax,    ne    short 

knyf 

In-to  the  lystes  sende,  ne  thider  brynge;  45 
Ne  short  swerd  for  to  stoke,  with  poynt 

bitynge, 

No  man  ne  drawe,  ne  bere  by  his  syde; 
Ne  no  man  shal  vn-to  his  felawe  ryde 
But  o  cours  with  a  sharp(e)  ygrounde 

spere ; 
ffoyne,  if  hym  list,  on  foote,  hym-self  50 

to  were; 
And   he   that    is   at   meschief   shal   be 

take, 
And  noght  slayn,  but  be  broght  vn-to 

the  stake 

That  shal  be  ordeyned  on  either  syde, 
But  thider  he  shal  by  force,  and  there 

abyde. 

^[And  if  so  be  the  chewetayn  be  take  55 
On  outher  syde,  or  elles  sleen  his  make, 
No   lenger   shal   the   turneiynge    laste, 
God  spede  you!  gooth  forth,  and  leye 

on  faste! 
With  long  swerd  and  with  mace[s]  fight- 

eth    youre   fille. 
Gooth  now  youre  wey — this  is  the  lordes  60 

wille.' 
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The  voys  of  peple  touchede  the  heuene, 
So  loude  cride  they  with  murie  steuene : 
'God  saue  swich  a  lord,  that  is  so  good! 
He  wilneth  no  destruccion  of  blood.' 
65  Vp  goon  the  trompes  and  the  melodye, 
And  to  the  lystes  rit  the  compaignye 
By  ordinance,  thurgh-out  the  citee  large. 
Hanged  with  clooth  of  gold,  and  nat 

with    sarge. 
^[fful   lik   a   lord   this    noble   due   gan 

ryde, 

70  Thise  two  Thebanes  vp-on  either  side; 
And  after  rood  the  queene  and  Emelye, 
And  after  that  another  compaignye 
Of  oon  and   oother,  after   hir  degree. 
And  thus   they   passen  thurgh-out   the 

citee, 

75  And  to  the  lystes  come  they  by  tyme. 
It  nas  not  of  the  day  yet  fully  pryme, 
Whan  set  was  Theseus  ful  riche  and 

hye, 

Ypolita  the  queene  and  Emelye, 
And   othere   ladys    in   degrees   aboute. 
80  Vn-to  the  seet[t]es  preeseth  al  the  route, 
And  westward,  thurgh  the  gates  vnder 

Marte, 
Arcite,    and    eek    the    hondred    of    his 

parte, 

With  baner  reed  is  entred  right  anon; 

^[And  in  that  selue  moment  Palamon 

85  Is  vnder  Venus,  estward  in  the  place, 

With  Saner  whyt  and  hardy  chiere  and 

face. 

In  al  the  world  to  seken  vp  and  doun, 
So   euene,   with-oute[n]   variacioun, 
Ther  nere  swiche  compaignyes  tweye; 
90  ffor  ther  was  noon  so  wys  hat  koude 

seye 

That  any  hadde  of  oother  auauntage 
Of  worthynesse,  ne  of  estaat,  ne  age, 
So  euene  were  they  chosen,  for  to 

gesse, 
And    in    two    renges    faire    they    hem 

dresse. 
95  ^[Whan     £>at     hir     names     rad     were 

euerichon, 


That  in  hir  nombre  gyle  were  ther  noon, 
Tho  were  the  gates  shet,  and  cried  was 

loude : 
'Do  now  youre  deuoir,  yonge  knyghtes 

proude  1' 
*[The   heraudes   lefte   hir   prikyng   vp 

and   doun, 

Now  ryngen  trompes  loude  and  clarioun.  00 
Ther  is  namoore  to  seyn,  but  west  and 

cst 

In  goon  the  speres  ful  sadly  in  arrest, 
In   gooth   the   sharpe   spore   in-to   the 

syde, 
Ther  seen  men  who  kan  «uste  and  who 

kan  ryde! 
Ther   shyueren  shaftes   vp-on  sheeldes  05 

thikke; 
He  feeleth  thurgh  the  herte-spoon  the 

prikke. 
Vp    spryngen    speres    twenty    foot    on 

highte ; 
Out    goon   the    swerdes   as    the   siluer 

brighte  ; 

The  helmes  they  tohewen  and  toshrede ; 
Out  brest  the  blood  with  stierne  stremes  10 

rede  ; 
With   mighty   mace[s]    the   bones   they 

tobreste ; 
He  thurgh  the  thikkeste  of  the  throng 

gan  threste. 
Ther    stomblen    steedes    stronge,     and 

doun  gooth  al! 

He  rolleth  vnder  foot  as  dooth  a  bal; 
He     foyneth    on    his     feet     with     his  15 

tronchotm, 
And    he    hym    hurtleth   with    his    hors 

adoun; 
He  thurgh  the  body^is  hurt  and  sithe[n] 

ytake, 
Maugree  his  heed,  and  broght  vn-to  the 

stake, 
As  forward  was;  right  ther  he  moste 

abyde ; 

Another   lad   is   on  that   oother   syde.  20 
som-tyme    dooth    hem   Theseus 

to   reste, 
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Hem    to    refresshe[n]    and    drynken    if 

hem   leste. 

fful  ofte  a  day  han  thise  Thebanes  two 
Togydre  ymet,  and  wroght  his  felawe 

wo; 
25  Vnhorsed    hath    eech    oother    of    hem 

tweye. 
Ther    nas    [no]    fygre    in   the    vale   of 

Galgopheye, 
Whan  J)at  hir  whelp  is   stole  whan  it 

is    lite, 

So   crueel   on   the   hunte   as   is  Arcite 
ffor  telous  herte  vpon  this  Palamon, 
30  Ne   in  Belmarye  ther  nys   so  fel  Icon 
That    hunted    is,    or    for    his    hunger 

wood, 

Ne  of  his  praye  desireth  so  the  blood 

As    Palamon   to   sleen   his   foo   Arcite. 

The  ielous  strokes  on  hir  helmes  byte, 

35  Out  renneth  blood  on  bothe  hir  sydes 

rede. 
^[Som-tyme  an  ende  ther  is   of  euery 

dede; 

ffor,  er  the  sonne  vn-to  the  reste  wente, 

The  stronge  kyng  Emetreus  gan  hente 

This  Palamon  as  he  faught  with  Arcite, 

40  And  made  his  swerd  depe  in  his  flessh 

to   byte, 

And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take 
Vnyolden,  and  ydrawe  vn  to  the  stake. 
And  in  the  rescus  of  this  Palamown 
The  stronge  kyng  Xygurge  is  born 

adoun, 
45  And      kyng     Emetreus,     for     al      his 

strengthe, 
Is    born   out    of   his    sadel   a   swerdes 

lengthe : 
So    hitte    hym    Palamon    er    he    were 

take, 
But   al   for   noght — he  was    broght   to 

the   stake. 
His    hardy    herte    myghte    hym    helpe 

naught : 
50  He    moste   abyde,    whan  that    he   was 

caught 


By  force  and  eek  by  composiciown. 
^[Who  sorweth  now  but  woful  Pala- 

mown, 
That    moot    namoore    goon    agayn    to 

f  ighte  ? 
And  whan  J)at  Theseus  hadde  seyn  this 

sighte, 

Vn-to  the  folk  J>at  foghten  thus  echon  55 
He    cryde,    '.Hoo!    namoore!    for    it   is 

doon. 

^[1  wol  be  trewe  a'uge  and  no  partie. 
Arcite  of  Thebes  shal  haue  Emelie,. 
That  by  his  fortune  hath  hir(e)  faire 

ywonne.' 

Anon  ther  is  a  noyse  of  peple  bigonne  60 
ffor  ioye  of  this  so  loude  and  heighe 

with-alle, 

It  semed  that  the  lystes  sholde  falle. 
What  kan  now  faire  Fenus  doon  aboue  ? 
What  seith  she  now?  What  dooth  this 

queene  of  loue 

But  wepeth  so  for  wantynge  of  hir  wille,  65 
Til  that  hir  teeres  in  the  lystes  fille? 
She  seyde,  4I  am  ashamed,  doutelees!' 
^j  Saturnus  seyde,  'Doghter,  hoold  thy 

pees! 
Mars   hath   his  wille,   his   knyght  hath 

al  his  boone, 
And,   by  myn   heed!   thow   shalt   been  70 

esed  soone.' 
The  trompes,  with  the  loude  wynstral- 

cie, 
The  heraudes,  that  ful  loude  yolle  and 

crie, 
Been    in   hir   wele   for    ioye    of   Daun 

Arcite. 
But  herkneth  me,  and  stynteth  now  a 

lite, 

Which  a  myracle  ther  bifel  anon!          75 
^[This  fierse  Arcite  hath  of  his  helm 

ydon, 
And   on   a   courser,   for   to   shewe   his 

face, 

He  priketh  endelong  the  large  place, 
Lokynge  vpward  vp-on  Emelye, 
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80  And  she  agayn  hym  caste  a  freendlich 

[ejye, 
And   was   al    his   in   chiere   as   in   hir 

herte. 
^[Out  of  the  ground  a   furie^'nfernal 

sterte, 

ffrom  Pluto  sent  at  requeste  of  Saturne, 
ffor   which   his    hors   for   fere    gan  to 

turne, 
85  And   leep   aside,    and  foundred   as   he 

leep; 

And   er  that   Arcite   may   taken  keep, 
He  pighte   hym  on  the   pomel  of  his 

heed, 
That  in  the  place  he  lay  as  he  were 

deed, 
His    brest    tobrosten    with    his    sadel- 

bowe. 

90  As  blak  he  lay  as  any  cole  or  crowe, 
So  was  the  blood  yronnen  in  his  face. 
Anon  he  was  yborn  out  of  the  place, 
With  herte  soor,  to  Theseus  paleys. 
Tho  was  he  koruen  out  of  his  harneys, 
95  And  in  a  bed  ybrought  ful  faire  and 

blyue, 

ffor  he  was  yet  in  memorie^and  alyue, 
And  alwey  criynge  after  Emelye. 
^[Duc  Theseus,  with  al  his  compaignye, 
Is  comen  hoom  to  Atthenes,  his  citee, 
00  With  alle  blisse  and  greet  solempnitee. 
Al  be  it  that  this  auenture  was  falle, 
He  nolde  noght  disconforten  hem  alle. 
Men  seyde  eek  that  Arcite  shal  nat 

dye, 

He  shal  been  heeled  of  his  maladye. 
05  ^[And  of  another  thyng  they  were[n] 

as  fayn: 

That  of  hem  alle  was  ther  noon  yslayn, 
Al  were  they  score  yhurt,  and  namely 

oon, 
That  with  a  sper§  was  thirled  his  brest- 

boon. 


To  othere  woundes  and  to  broken  armes 
Somme    hadden    salues,     and    somme  10 

hadden  charmes; 

ffermacies  of  herbes  and  eek  saue 
They  dronken,  for  they  wolde  hir  lymes 

haue; 
ffor  which  this   noble  due,   as  he  wel 

kan, 

Conforteth  and  honoureth  euery  man, 
And  made  reuel  al  the  longe  nyght        15 
Vn-to  the  straunge  lordes,  as  was  right. 
Ne  ther  was  holden  no  disconfitynge, 
But  as  a  iustes  or  a  tourneiynge. 
ffor  soothly,  ther  was  no  disconfiture, 
ffor  fallyng  nys  nat  but  an  auenture,  20 
Ne  to  be  lad  by  force  vn-to  the  stake 
Vnyolden,    and   with    twenty   knyghtes 

take, 

O'    persone    allone,    with-outen   mo, 
And  haryed  forth  by  arme,   foot,  and 

too, 
And  eek  his  steede  dryuen  forth  with  25 

staues 
With  footmen,   bothe   yemen  and   eek 

knaues, 

It    nas   aretted    hym   no   vileynye; 
Ther  may  no  man  clepen  it  cowardye. 
*[ffor    which    anon    due    Theseus    leet 

crye, 

To    stynten    alle    rancour   and    enuye,  30 
The  gree  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  oother, 
And    eyther    syde     ylik     as     ootheres 

brother ; 

Ad    yaf   hem    yiftes   after    hir   degree, 
And  fully  heeld  a  feeste  dayes  three; 
And   conuoyed   the   kynges   worthily     35 
Out  of  his  toun  a  wurnee  largely, 
And  hoom  wente  euery  man  the  righte 

way — 
Ther  was  namoore,  but  *far[e]wel,  haue 

good  day!' 
Of  this  bataille  I  wol  namoore  endite, 
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40  But  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcyte. 
Swelleth  the  brest  of  ^Lrcite,   and  the 

soore 
Encreesseth    at    his    herte    moore    and 

moore. 
The    clothered    blood,    for    any    leche- 

craft, 

Corrupteth,   and  is   in  his   bouk  ylaft, 
45  That    neither   veyne-blood,    ne   ventus- 

ynge, 
Ne    drynke    of    herbes    may    ben    his 

helpynge. 

The  vertu  expulsif,  or  animal, 
ffro   thilke  vertu  cleped  natural 
Ne  may  the  venym  voyden,  ne  expelle. 
50  The  pipes  of  his  longes  gonne  to  swelle, 
And  euery  lacerte  in  his   brest  adoun 
Is  shent  with  venym  and  corrupciown. 
Hym  gayneth  neither,  for  to  gete  his 

lif, 

Vomyt  vpward,  ne  dounward  laxatif — 
55  Al  is  tobrosten  thilke  regioun. 
Nature  hath  now  no  dominacioun, 
And    certeinly,    ther    Nature    wol    nat 

wirche, 
ffar[e]-wel  phisikl   go   ber  the   man  to 

chirche ! 

This  al  and  som,  that  Arcita  moot  dye; 
60  ffor  which  he  sendeth  after  Emelye 
And  Palamon,  that  was  his  cosyn  deere. 
Thanne  seyde  he  thus,  as  ye  shal  after 

heere: 
^['Naught  may  the  woful  spirit  in  myn 

herte 
Declare    o    point    of    alle    my    sorwes 

smerte 

65  To  yow,  my  lady,  that  I  loue  moost. 
But  I  biquethe  the  seruyce  of  my  goost 
To  yow  abouen  euery  creature, 
Syn  J>at  my  lyf  ne  may  no  lenger  dure. 
Alias,  the  wo!  alias,  the  peynes  stronge 
70  That  I  for  yow  haue  suffred,  and  so 

longe  1 

Alias,   the  deeth!   alias,   myn   Emelye  1 
Alias,  departynge  of  oure  compaignyel 


Alias,    myn   hertes    queene!    alias,    my 

wyf, 

Myn  hertes  lady,  endere  of  my  lyf! 
What  is  this  world?  what  asketh  men  75 

to  haue? 
Now  with  his   loue,   now  in  his  colde 

graue 

Allone,    with-outen   any   compaignye! 
ffar[e]-wel,  my  swete  foo,  myn  Emelye! 
And  softe  taak  me  in  youre  armes  tweye 
ffor  loue  of  God,  and   herkneth  what  80 

I    seye : 

I   haue   heer  with  my  cosyn  Palamon 
Had   strif   and    rancour,    many~a    day 

agon, 

ffor  loue  of  yow  and  for  my  ialousye. 
And   luppiter  so  wys   my  soule  gye 
To   speken  of  a  seruaunt  proprely,        85 
With    alle    circumstances    trewely — 
That  is  to  seyn  trouthe,  honour,  knyght- 

hede, 
Wysdom,  humblesse,  estaat,  and  heigh 

kynrede 
ffredom,   and   al   that   longeth   to   that 

art— 

So  luppiter  haue  of  my  soule  part,       90 
As  in  this  world  right  now  ne  knowe  I 

non 

So   worthy  to   ben  loued  as  Palamon, 
That    serueth    yow,    and   wol    doon   al 

his   lyf, 

And  if  that  euere  ye  shul  ben  a  wyf, 
fforyet   nat   Palamon,   the   gentil-man!'  95 
And   with  that  word  his  speche  faille 

gan; 
ffor  from  his  feet  vp  to  his  brest  was 

come 
The   coold  of  deeth,   that   hadde   hym 

ouercome, 
And  yet  moore-ouer  [for]  in  hise  armes 

two 

The  vital  strengthe  is  lost  and  al  ago.  00 
Oonly  the  intellect,   with-outen  moore, 
That  dwelled  in  his  herte  syk  and  soore, 
Gan  faillen,  whan  the  herte  felte  deeth, 


2741.  Explicit  secunda  pars,  etc.  He.  50.  gan  He.C.P.L.H.4  52—55.  Eg.  fur  D. 
56.  now  f.  He.G.C.P.L.  64.  o  E.,  on  G.,  a  He.,  etc.  68.  ne  Tw.  Gl. ;  f .  fonft.  75.  axeth 
He.,  axed  C.,  asken  D.,  etc.  77—80.  f.  He.D.  (in  Eg.).  86.  circumstaunces  alle 
He.D.C.P.L.  87.  seyne  G.L.;  and  knighthede  C.P.H.*  (Sk.,  Gl.).  97.  ffor]  And  E.;  feet] 
herte  E.G.H.*  99.  [for]  f.  H.«  (Sk.,  GL).  2803.  when  E. 


2804—2860 


2.  The  Knyghtes  Tale. 


61 


Dusked    hise    [e]yen    two,    and    failled 

breeth. 

05  But  on  his  lady  yet  caste  he  his  [e]ye — 
His  laste  word  was  'mercy,  Emelye  I' 
His  spirit  chaunged  hous,  and  wente 

ther 
As    I    cam   neuere — I   kan   nat   tellen, 

wher. 

Therfore  I  stynte — I  nam  no  diuinistre; 

10  Of  soules  fynde  I  nat  in  my  registre, 

Ne  me  ne  list  thilke  opinions  to  telle 

Of  hern,  though  J>at  they  writen  wher 

they    dwelle. 
Arcite    is    coold,    ther   Mars    his    soule 

gye! 

Now   wol   I    speken  forth   of  Emelye. 
15  Shrighte    Emelye,    and    howleth    Pala- 

mon, 

And  Theseus  his  suster  took  anon 
Swownynge,    and    baar    hir(e)    fro    the 

corps  away. 

What  helpeth  it  to  tarien  forth  the  day, 
To  tellen  how  she  weep  bothe  cue 

and  morwe? 
20  ffor  in  swich  cas  wommen  haue  swich 

sorwe, 
Whan   f)at   hir   housbondes   been   from 

hem  ago, 
That  for  the  moore  part  they  sorwen 

so, 

Or   ellis   fallen   in  swich   maladye, 
That   at  the  laste  certeinly  they  dye. 
25  ^[Infinite    been    the    sorvves    and    the 

teeres 

Of  olde  folk  and  eek  of  tendre  yeeres 
In  al  the  toun  for  deeth  of  this  Theban; 
ffor  hym  ther  wepeth  bothe  child  and 

man. 
So  greet  a  wepyng  was  ther  noon,  cer- 

tayn, 
30  Whan    Ector    was    ybroght    al    fressh 

yslayn 
To    Troye ;    alias !    the    pitee    jpat    was 

ther, 


Cracchynge    of    chekes,    rentynge    eek 

of  heer! 

'Why  woldestow  be  deed,'  thise  worn- 
men   crye, 

'And  haddest  gold  ynough  and  Emelye  ?' 
1"N6  man  myghte  gladen  Theseus,       35 
Sauynge  his  olde  fader  Egeus, 
That  knew  this  worldes  transmutaciown, 
A's   he   hadde   seyn   it   vp   and   doun, 
loye  after  wo,  and  wo  after  gladnesse, 
And   shewed   hem   ensamples   and   lik-  40 

nesse. 
'Right  as  ther  dyed  neuere  man,'  quod 

he, 
'That   he   ne   lyuede   in   erthe   in  som 

degree, 
Right  so  ther  lyuede  neuer  man',  he 

seyde 
'In  al  this  world  {)at  som  tyme  he  ne 

deyde ; 
This   world   nys   but  a  thurghfare  ful  45 

of  wo, 
And  we   been   pilgrymes,   passynge   to 

and  fro. 
Deeth    is    an    ende   of    euery   worldes 

soore.' 
And  ouer  al  this  yet  seyde  he  muchel 

moore 

To   this   effect,   ful  wisely   to   enhorte 
The  peple,  that  they  sholde  hem  recon-  50 

forte. 

Due    Theseus,    with   al   his    bisy   cure, 
Caste  now  wher  that  the  sepulture 
Of  goode  Arcite  may  best  ymaked  be, 
And  eek  moost  honurable  in  his  degree. 
And  at  the  laste  he  took  conclusion  55 
That  ther-as  first  Arcite  and  Palamown 
Hadden  for  loue  the  bataille  hem  bi- 

twene, 
That  in  that  selue  groue,  swoote  and 

grene, 

Ther-as  he  hadde  hise  amorouse  desires, 
His  compleynte,  and  for  loue  hise  hoote  60 

fires,  ' 
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He   wolde    make    a   fyr    in   which   the 

office 

f funeral  he  myghte  al  accomplice; 
And  leet  comande  anon  to  hakke  and 

hewe 
The    okes    olde,    and    leye    hem    on 

a  rewe 

65  In  colpons,  wel  arrayed  for  to  brenne. 
Hise  officers  with  swifte  feet  they  renne, 
And  fyde[n]  anon  at  his  comandement. 
And  after  this  Theseus  hath  ysent 
After  a  beere,  and  it  al  ouer-spradde 
70  With  clooth  of  gold,  the  richeste  J)at 

he  hadde; 

And  of  the  same  suyte  he  cladde  Arcite. 
Vp-on    hise    hondes    hadde    he    gloues 

white ; 
Eek  on  his  heed  a  coroune  of  laurer 

grene, 
And   in  his   hond  a   swerd  ful   bright 

and   kene. 
75  He  leyde  hym,  bare  the  visage,  on  the 

beere ; 
Ther-with   he  weep   that  pitee   was  to 

heere, 
And,   for  the   peple  sholde   seen  hym 

alle, 
Whan  it  was  day,  he  broghte  hym  to 

the  halle, 

That  roreth  of  the  criyng  and  the  soun. 
80  f  Tho    cam   this   woful   Theban    Pala- 

mown, 
With   flotery   berd   and  rugged   asshy 

heeres, 
In    clothes    blake,    ydropped    al    with 

teeres, 
And     passynge     othere     of    wepynge, 

Emelye, 

The  rewefulleste  of  al  the  compaignye. 

85  In  as  muche  as  the  seruyce  sholde  be 

The    moore    noble    and    riche    in    his 

degree, 
Due    Theseus   leet   forth   thre    steedes 

brynge, 


That   trapped  were   in  steel   al   gliter- 

ynge, 
And  couered  with  the  armes  of  daun 

Arcite. 
Vp-on  thise  steedes  that  were  grete  and  90 

white, 
Ther  sitten  folk,   of  whiche  oon  baar 

his  sheeld, 

Another  his  spere  in 'his  hondes  heeld, 
The  thridde  baar  with  hym  his  bowe 

Turkeys— 
Of  brend  gold  was  the  caas,  and  eek 

the   harneys — , 
And  riden  forth   a-paas  with   sorweful  95 

cheere 
Toward   the   groue,    as   ye    shul   after 

heere. 
The  nobleste  of  the  Grekes  that  ther 

were 

Vp-on  hir  shuldres  caryeden  the  beere, 
With   slak   paas   and   [ejyen   rede   and 

wete, 
Thurgh-out   the   citee   by  the   maister-  00 

strete, 
That    sprad    was    al    with    blak,    and 

wonder  hye 

Right  of  the  same  is  the  strete  ywrye. 
Vp-on    the    right    hond    wente    old[e] 

Egeus, 

And  on  that  oother  syde  due  Theseus, 
With  vessel  in  hir  hand  of  gold  ful  fyn,  05 
Al  ful  of  hony,  wilk,  and  blood,  and 

wyn; 

Eek    Palamon,    with     ful    greet    com 
paignye, 

And  after  that  cam  woful  Emelye 
With  fyr  in  honde,  as  was  that  tyme 

the    gyse, 

To   do   the   office   of   funeral   seruyse.  10 
Heigh   labour   and   ful   greet   apparail- 

lynge 

Was  at  the  seruice  and  the  f  yr-makynge, 
That   with   his    grene   top   the   heuene 

raughte, 
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And  twenty  fadme  of  brede  the  armes 

straughte ; 
15  This  is  to  seyn:  the  bovves  were[n]  so 

brode. 
Of  stree  first  ther  was  leyd  ful  many^a 

lode; 
But    how    the    fyr    was    maked    vp-on 

highte, 

Ne  eek  the  names'  that  the  trees  highte, 
As  ook,  firre,  birch,  aspe,  alder,  holm, 

popeler, 
20  Wylwe,  elm,  plane,  ossh,  box,  chasteyn, 

lynde,    laurer, 
Mapul,  thorn,  bech,  hasel,  ew,  whippel- 

tree; 
How   they   were[n]    feld,    shal    nat   be 

toold  for  me; 
Ne    hou   the    goddes   ronnen   vp   and 

doun, 

Disherited  of  hir  habitacioun, 
25  In  whichfe]  they  woneden  in  reste  and 

pees, 

Nymphes,   ffawnes,   and   amadrides; 
Ne   hou  the   beestes  and   the   briddes 

alle 
ffledden  for  fere,  whan  the  wode  was 

falle; 
Ne  how  the  ground  agast  was  of  the 

light, 
30  That  was  nat  wont  to  seen  the  sonne 

bright; 
Ne  how  the  fyr  was  couched  first  with 

stree, 
And  thanne  with  drye  stokkes  cloue[n] 

a-thre, 
And  thanne  with  grene  wode  and  spi- 

cerye, 
And  thanne  with  clooth  of  gold  and 

with  perrye, 
35  And     gerlandes,     hangynge     with    ful 

many~a   flour, 
The  rairre,  thencens,  with  al  so  greet 

odour ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this; 


Ne  what  richesse  aboute  his  body  is; 
Ne  how  that  Emelye,  as  was  the  gyse, 
Putte  in  the  fyr  of  funeral  seruyse;       40 
Ne  how  she  swowned  whan  men  made 

the  fyr; 
Ne   what  she   spak,   ne   what  was   hir 

desir[e] ; 
Ne  what  ieweles    men    in    the    fyr(e) 

caste, 
Whan  J>at  the  fyr  was  greet,  and  brente 

faste; 
^Ne  how  somme  caste  hir  sheeld,  and  45 

somme  hir  spere, 
And    of    hire    vestimentz,    whiche    J>at 

they  were, 
And   coppes   ful[l]   of  wyn,   and  wilk, 

and  blood 
In-to  the  fyr,   that   brente   as  it  were 

wood; 

Ne  how  the  Grekes,  with  an  huge  route, 
Tories  riden  al  the  place  aboute  50 

Vp-on  the  left  hand,  with  a  loud  shout- 

ynge, 

And  thries  with  hir  speres  claterynge, 
And  thries  how  the  ladyes  gonne  crye; 
And  how  J>at  lad  was  homward  Emelye ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  is  brent  to  asshen  55 

colde; 

Ne*  how  that  lych-wake  was  yholde 
Al   thilke   nyght;   ne  how   the   Orrekes 

pleye 
The    wake-pleyes;    ne    kepe    I    nat    to 

seye 
Who  wrastleth   best  naked,  with  oille 

enoynt, 
Ne   who   that    baar   hym    best   in   no  60 

disioynt. 
^[1  wol  nat  tellen  eek  how  that  they 

goon 
Room   til  Atthenes,   whan  the   pley  is 

doon, 
But   shortly  to   the   point   thanne   wol 

I   wende, 
And  maken  of  my  longe  tale  an  ende. 
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65  By  processe  and  by  lengthe  of  certeyn 

yeres, 
Al   styntyd   is   the   mornynge   and   the 

teres 

Of  (rrekes  by  oon  general  assent. 
Thanne   semed   me   ther  was   a   parle- 

ment 
At   Atthenes  vpon   certein  poyntz   and 

caas, 

70  Among  the  whiche  poyntz  yspoken  was 
To  haue  with  certein  contrees  alliawnce, 
And  have  fully  of  Thebans  obeissatmce ; 
ffor  which  this  noble  Theseus  anon 
Leet  senden  after  gentil  Palamon, 
75  Vnwist   of   hym   what   was    the   cause 

and  why. 

But  in  hise  blake  clothes  sorwefully 
He  cam  at  his  comandement  in  hye; 
The    sente    Theseus    for    Emelye. 
Whan  they  were  set,  and  hust  was  al 

the  place, 

30  And  Theseus  abiden  hadde  a  space 
Er  any  word  cam  from  his  wise  brest, 
Hise    [ejyen  sette   he   ther-as   was   his 

lest, 

And  with  a  sad  visage  he  siked  stille, 
And  after  that  right  thus  he  seyde  his 

wille : 

35  'The  firste  moeuere  of  the  cause  aboue, 
Whan  he  first  made  the  faire  cheyne 

of  loue, 
Greet  was  theffect,  and  heigh  was  his 

entente. 
Wei   wiste   he   why,   and   what  ther-of 

he   mente  ; 
ffor  with  that  faire  cheyne  of  loue  he 

bond 
?0  The  fyr,  the  eyr,  the  water,  and  the 

lond 
In    certeyn    boundes,    that    they    may 

nat  flee. 
That     same     prince     and    that     same 

moeuere,'   quod   he, 


'Hath  stablissed  in  this  wrecched  world 

adoun 

Certeyne    dayes    and    duracioun 
To  al  that  is  engendred  in  this  place,  95 
Ouer    the    whiche    day   they    may    nat 

pace, 
Al    mowe    they    yet    tho    dayes    wel 

abregge— 
Ther    nedeth     noght    noon    auctoritee 

allegge, 

ffor  it  is  preeued  by  experience, 
But  that  me  list  declaren  my  sentence.  00 
Thanne    may   men   by  this   ordre   wel 

discerne 
That    thilke    moeuere    stable    is    and 

eterne. 
Wel    may    men    knowe,    but    it    be    a 

fool, 
That    euery    part    dirryueth    from    his 

hool  ; 

ff6r  nature  hath  takejn]  his  bigynnyng  05 
Of  no  partie  or  [of]  cantel  of  a  thyng, 
But  of  a  thyng  that  parfit  is  and  stable, 
Descendynge  so,  til  it  be  corrumpable. 
And  therfore,  of  his  wise  purueiaunce, 
He  hath  so  wel  biset  his  ordinaunce,  10 
That   speces  of  thynges   and   progres- 

siouns 

Shullen   enduren   by   successiouns, 
And  nat  eterne  be,  with-outen  [any]  lye : 
This    maistow    vnderstonde,    and   seen 

at  [e]ye. 
Loo    the    ook,    J)at    hath    so    long     a  15 

norisshynge       [^Exemplum 
ffrom     tyme     J>at     it    first     bigynneth 

sprynge, 
And   hath   so   long  a   lif,   as   we   may 

see, 

Yet    at   the   laste   wasted    is   the   tree. 
*j[  Considereth  eek  how  that  the  harde 

stoon  [^Exemplum 

Vnder  oure  feet,  on  which  we  trede  and  20 

goon, 
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Yit  wastet'h  it  as  it  lyth  by  the  weye. 
The  brode  ryuer  somtyme  wexeth 

dreye; 
The    grete    toiwes    se    we    wane    and 

wende; 
Thanne   may  ye   se   jpat   al   this   thyng 

hath   ende. 
25  ^[Of  man  and  womman  seen  we  wel 

also, 

That  nedes  in  oon  of  thise  termes  two — 
This  is  to  seyn :  in  youthe  or  elles  age — 
He  moot  be  deed,  the  kyng  as  shal 

a    page; 

Som  in  his  bed,  som  in  the  depe  see, 

30  Som  in  the  large  feeld,  as  men  may  se. 

Ther  helpeth  noght,  al  goth  that  ilke 

weye : 
Thanne    may    I    seyen    al    this    thyng 

moot  deye. 
^[What   maketh   this   but    luppiter  the 

kyng, 

That  is  prince  and  cause  of  alle  thyng, 

35  Conuertynge  al  vn-to  his  propre  welle 

ffrom    which    it    is    dirryued,    sooth    to 

telle? 

And  here  agayns  no  creature  on  lyue, 
Of  no  degree,  auailleth  for  to  stryue. 
^f  Thanne  is  it  wysdom,  as  it  thynketh 

me, 
40  To  maken  vertu  of  necessitee, 

(^[)And  take  it  weel  that  we  may  nat 

eschue, 

And  namely  that  to  vs  alle  is  due; 
And  who-so  gruccheth  ought,  he  dooth 

folye, 

And  rebel  is  to  hym  thai  al  may  gye. 
45  And  certeinly  a  man  hath  moost  honour 
To  dyen  in  his  excellence  and  flour, 
Whan  he  is  siker  of  his  goode  name; 
Thanne  hath  he  doon  his  freend,  ne 

hym,    no    shame, 
And   gladder  oghte    his   freend    be   of 

his  deeth, 


Whan    with    honour    vp-yolden    is    his  50 

breeth, 
Than    whan    his    name   apalled    is    for 

age, 

ffor    al    forgeten    is    his    vassellage. 
Thanne    is    it    best,    as    for    a   worthy 

fame, 

To  dyen  whan  })at  he  is  best  of  name. 
5  The  contrarie~of  al  this  is  wilful-  55 

nesse ; 
Why  grucchen  we  ?  Why  haue  we  heuy- 

nesse 

That  good[e]  Arcyte,  of  chiualrie  flour, 
Departed  is  with  duetee  and  honour 
Out  of  this  foule  prisown  of  this  lyf? 
Why  grucchen  heere  his  cosyn  and  his  60 

wyf 

Of  his  wel-fare  that  loued  hem  so  weel? 
Kan  he  hem  thank?  Nay,  God  woot, 

neuer-a-deel, 
That  bothe  his  soule  and  eek  hem-self 

offende, 
And    yet    they    mowe    hir    lustes    nat 

amende. 
What  may  I  conclude[n]  of  this  longe  65 

serye 

But,  after  wo,  I  rede  vs  to  be  merye, 
And  thanken  luppiter  of  al  his  grace? 
And  er  that  we  departen  from  this 

place, 

I  rede  }>at  we  make  of  sorwes  two 
O    parfit   ioye,    lastynge   eueremo;          70 
And   looketh   now,   wher   moost   sorwe 

is  her-inne, 
Ther    wol    we    first   amenden    and    bi- 

gynne. 
Suster,'    quod    he,    'this    is    my     fulle 

assent, 

With  al  thavys  heere  of  my  parlement, 
That  gentil  Palamon,  youre  owene  75 

knyght, 
That  serueth  yow  with  wille,  herte,  and 

myght, 
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And  euere  hath  doon,  syn  Jjat  ye  first 

hym    knewe, 
That  ye  shul  of  youre  grace  vp-on  hym 

rewe, 
And    taken    hym    for    housbonde    and 

for   lord. 
D  Lene  me  youre  hond,  for  this  is  oure 

accord, 

Lat  se  now  of  youre  womanly  pitee ! 
He  is  a  kynges  brother  sone,  pardee! 
And  though  he  were  a  poure  bacheler, 
Syn  he  hath  serued  yow  so  many^a 

yeer, 

5  And  had  for  yow  so  greet  oduersitee, 
It  mooste  been  considered,  leeueth  me; 
ffor  gentil  mercy  oghte  to  passen  right.' 
^[Thanne  seyde  he  thus  to  Palamon 

ful  right: 

'I    trowe   ther    nedeth   litel    sermonyng 

}  To   make   yow   assente  to   this   thyng. 

Com  neer,  and  taak  youre  lady  by  the 

hond !' 

Bitwixen  hem  was  maad  anon  the  bond 
That   highte   matrimoigne   or   manage, 
By  al  the  conseil  and  the  fraronage. 
3  ^[And  thus  with  alle  blisse  and  melodye 
Hath    Palamon    ywedded    Emelye, 
And  God,  J)at  al  this  wyde  world  hath 

wroght, 
Sende  hym  his  loue  that  hath  it  deere 

aboght. 

ffor  now  is  Palamon  in  alle  wele, 
)  Lyuynge  in  blisse,  in  richesse,  and  in 

heele, 

And  Emelye  hym  loueth  so  tendrely, 
And  he  hir(e)  serueth  also  gentilly, 
That  neuere  was  ther  no  word  hem 

bitwene 

Of  jalousie  or  any  oother  tene. 
5  Thus    endeth    Palamon    and   Emelye, 
And  God  saue  al  this  faire  compaignye ! 

Amen. 
ffHeere  is  ended  the  knyghtes  tale. 


3.  The  Milleres  Tale, 
a)  (Prologue.) 

^[Heere  folwen  the  wordes  bitwene 
the  boost*)  and  the  Millere. 

Whan   that   the   knyght   had   thus   his 

tale  ytoold, 

In  al  the  route  nas  ther  yong  ne  oold 
That  he  ne  seyde  it  was  a  noble  storie, 
And  worthy  for  to  drawen  to  memorie,  10 
And  namely  the  gentils  euerichon. 
Oure  hooste  lough,  and  swoor,  'So  moot 

I  gon! 
This    gooth    aright!    vnbokeled    is    the 

wale. 

Lat  se  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale? 
ffor  trewely,  the  game  is  wel  bigonne.  15 
Now   telleth    on,    sir(e)    Monk,    if   that 

ye    konne, 
Sumwhat    to    quite    with   the    knyghtes 

tale.' 
The  Miller(e),  that  for-dronken  was  al 

pale, 

So  that  vnnethe  vp-on  his  hors  he  sat, 
He  nolde  aualen  neither  hood  ne  hat,  20 
Ne   abyde    no    man   for    his    curteisie, 
But    in   Pilates    voys    he    gan   to   crie, 
And   swoor   by   armes,   and    by   blood 

and  bones: 

'I    kan    a   noble    tale    for    the    nones, 
With    which    I     wol    now     quite     the  25 

knyghtes  tale!' 
Oure  hooste  saugh  that  he  was  dronke 

of  ale, 
And   seyde,    'Abyd,   Robyn,    my   leeue 

brother ! 
Som    bettre    man    shal    telle    vs    first 

another. 

Abyd[e],   and  lat   vs  werken   thriftily!' 
^['By    Goddes    soul?,'    quod    he,    'that  30 

wol  nat   I ! 

ffor  I  wol  speke,  or  elles  go  my  wey.' 
Oure  hoost  answerde,  'Telle  on  a  deuele 

wey! 


3077.  J)at:  Ttur  E.  80.  Leue?  E.  88.  ful  right]  the  knyght  He.D.C.P.L.  91.  taketh 
He.D.P.L.  97.  wyde  f.  He.D.C.P.L.  98.  hath  f.  E.  3102.  also  H.«,  so  E.,  etc.  03.  neuere 
f.  He.D.C.L.  —  *)  The  prologe  of  the  Milleres  tale  He.,  The  p.  of  the  M.  D.,  f.  G.  —  08.  route] 
compaignie  He.D.C.P.L.;  ne  was  E.D.  12.  hooste  P.L.,  hoost  E.,  etc.;  togl.  3126  (oste  L., 
f.  P.);  po  lowh  H.*  16.  on  E.,  now  H.*,  ye  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  26.  saugh  wel  how  dronke 
he  was  H.«  27.  my  f.  He.D.C.P.L.  32.  tel  E.He.H.*,  seye  P.  [tofll.  3431]. 


3153—5191 


3.  The  Milleres  Tale. 


67 


Thou  art  a  fool,  thy  wit  is  ouercome!' 
^f'Now    herkneth,'    quod    the    Millere, 

'alle  and  some! 

35  But   first    I    make   a    protestacioun 
That    I    am    dronke,    I    knowe    it    by 

my  soun; 
And   therfore,    if   that    I    mysspeke   or 

seye, 
Wyte  it  the  ale  of   Southwerk,    I   you 

preye. 

ffor   I   wol   telle  a   legende  and  a  lyf 

40  Bothe  of  a  carpenter  and  of  his  wyf, 

How  that  a  clerk  hath  set  the  wrightes 

cappe.' 
The  Reue  answerde,  and  seyde,  '/Stynte 

thy   clappei 

Lat   be   thy   lewed   dronken    harlotrye! 

It    is   a   synne   and    eek   a   greet   folye 

45  To  apreyen  any  man  or  hym  defame, 

And   eek   to    bryngen   wyues    in   swich 

fame  ; 
Thou,  mayst  ynogh  of  othere   thynges 

seyn.' 
*[This   dronke   Millere   spak  ful   soone 

ageyn, 

And  seyde,  'Leue  brother  Osewold, 
50  Who  hath  no  wyf,  he  is  no  cokewold. 
But  I   seye  nat  therfore  that  thou  art 

oon; 

Ther  been  ful  goode  wyues  many  oon, 
And   euere   a   thousand   goode    ayeyns 

oon   badde, 
That    knowestow    wel    thy-self,    but    if 

thou    madde. 

55  Why  artow  angry  with  my  tale  now  ? 
I  haue  a  wyf,  pardee,  as  wel  as  thow; 
Yet  nolde  I,  for  the  oxen  in  my  plogh, 
Taken  vp-on  me  moore  than  ynogh, 
As  demen  of  my-self  that  I  were  oon; 
60  I  wol  bileue  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  housbonde  shal  nat  been  mquisityf 
Of  Goddes  pryuetee,  nor  of  his  wyf; 
So  he  may  fynde  Goddes  foyson  there, 
O'f  the  remenant  nedeth  nat  enquere.' 


^[What  sholde  I  moore  seyn?  but  this  65 

Miller(e), 
He  nolde  his  wordes  for  no  man  for- 

bere, 

But  tolde  his  cherles  tale  in  his  manere. 
Mathynketh  that  I  shal  reherce  it  . 

heere ; 
And    ther-fore    euery    gentil    wight    I 

preye, 
ffor   Goddes   loue,    demeth   nat   that   I  70 

seye 
Of    yuel    entente,     but    that     I    moot 

reherce 

Hir  tales  alle,  be  they  bettre  or  werse, 
Or  elles  falsen  som  of  my  mateere; 
And  therfore,  who-so  list  it  nat  yheere, 
Turne  ouer  the  leef,  and  chese  another  75 

tale, 
ffor   he   shal   fynde   ynowe,    grete  and 

smaie, 
Of    storial    thyng    that    toucheth    gen- 

tillesse, 

And  eek  moralitee  and  hoolynesse. 
Blameth  nat  me  if  that  ye  chese  amys; 
The  Millere  is  a  cherl,   ye  knowe  wel  80 

this; 
So   was  the   Reue,   and   othere  manye 

mo, 

And  harlotrie  they  tolden  bothe  two. 
Auyseth  yow,  putteth  me  out  of  blame, 
And  eek  men  shal  nat  make[n]  ernest 

of    game. 

b)  ^[Heere  bigynneth  the  Millere 
his  tale. 

Whilom  ther  was  dwellynge  at  Oxen-  85 

ford 

A  riche  gnof,  that  gestes  heeld  to  bord. 
And  of  his  craft  he  was  a  carpenter. 
With  hym  ther  was  dwellynge  a  poure 

scoler, 

Hadde  lerned  art,  but  al  his  fantasye 
Was    turned    for    to    lerne    astrologye,  90 
And  koude  a   certeyn   of   conclusions 
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To  demen  by  mterrogacicwns, 

If  J)at  men  asked  hym  in  certein  houres 

Whan  J>at  men  sholde  haue  droghte  or 

elles    shoures, 
?5  Or    if    men    asked    hym    what    sholde 

bifalle 
Of  euery-thyng — I  may  nat  rekene  hem 

alle. 

^[This  clerk  was  cleped  hende  Nicho 
las; 

Of  deerne  loue  he  koude  and  of  solas, 
And    ther-to    he    was    sleigh    and    ful 

priuee, 

)0  And   lyk  a   mayden  meke   for  to  see. 
A  chambre  hadde  he  in  that  hostelrye 
Allone,  with-outen  any  compaignye, 
fful  fetisly  ydight  with  herbes  swoote, 
And  he  hym-self  as   sweete   as   is  the 

roote 
)5  Of  lycorys  or  any  cetewale. 

His  Almageste  and  bookes  grete  and 

smale, 

His    astrelabie,    longynge    for    his    art, 

His   augrym  stones  layen  faire  a-part, 

On  shelues  couched  at  his  beddes  heed ; 

10  His    presse    ycovered    with    a   faldyng 

reed. 

And  al[l]  aboue  ther  lay  a  gay  sautrie, 
On  which  he  made  a-nyghtes  melodic 
So  swetely,  that  al  the  chambre  rong: 
And  'An gel  us  ad  virginem*  he  song, 
15  And  after  that  he  song  the  kynges 

noote ; 

fful  often  blessed  was  his  myrie  throte, 
And   thus   this   sweete   clerk   his   tyme 

spente 
After   hise   freendes   fyndyng    and   his 

rente. 
^[This   carpenter   hadde   wedded   newe 

a  wyf, 
20  Which  that  he  louede  moore  than  his 

lyf. 

Of  XVIII.  yeer  she  was  of  age; 
lalous  he  was,  and  heeld  hir(e)  narwe 

in    cage, 


ffor  she  was  yong  and  wylde,  and  he 

was  old, 

And  demed  hym-self  been  lik  a  coke- 
wold. 
He  knew  nat  Catoun,  for  his  wit  was  25 

rude, 
That  bad  man  sholde  wedde  his  simy- 

litude : 

Men  sholde  wedden  after  hir  estaat, 
ffor  youthe  and  elde  is  often  at  debaat. 
But  sith  that  he  was  fallen  in  the 

snare, 
He  moste  endure,   as  oother  folk,  his  30 

care. 
Affair  was  this   yonge  wyf,   and  ther- 

with-al, 

As  any  wezele,  hir  body  gent  and  smal. 
A  ceynt  she  werede,  ybarred  al  of 

silk, 

A  barmeclooth,  as  whit  as  morne-wilk, 
Vp-on  hir  lendes,  ful  of  many~a  goore;  35 
Whit   was   hir   smok,   and    broyden   al 

bifoore 

And  eek  hihynde  on  hir  coler  aboute, 
Of  colblak  silk,  with-inne  and  eek  with- 

oute. 

The   tapes   of   hir   white   voluper 
Were  of  the  same  suyte  of  hir  coler;  40 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk  and  set  ful  hye, 
And  sikerly  she  hadde  a  likerous  [e]ye. 
fful   smale  ypulled  were  hir(e)   browes 

two, 
And  tho  were  bent  and  blake  as  any 

sloo. 

She   was   ful   moore   blisful   on  to   see  45 
Than  is  the  newe  pereionette  tree, 
And    softer    than    the    wolle    is    of   a 

wether; 
And    by   hir    girdel   heeng   a    purs   of 

lether, 
Tasseled  with  grene,   and  perled  with 

latoun : 

In  al  this  world,  to  seken  vp  and  doun,  50 
There  nas  no  man  so  wys  J>at  kouda 

thenche 
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So  gay  a  popelote,  or  swich  a  wenche. 
fful   brighter  was   she  shynyng   of  hir 

hewe 
Than   in  the   Tour  the   noble  yforged 

newe. 
55  ^[But  of  hir  song,  it  was  as  loude  and 

yerne 

As  any  swalwe   sittynge  on   a   berne; 
Ther-to    she   koude    skippe   and    make 

game 

As  any  kyde  or  calf,  folwynge  his  dame. 
Hir    mouth   was    sweete   as    bragot   or 

the  weeth, 
60  Or   hoord   of   apples,   leyd    in   hey   or 

heeth. 

Wynsynge  she  was,  as  is   a  ioly  colt, 
Long  as  a  wast,  and   vpright[e]  as  a 

bolt. 
A    brooch   sche    baar   vp-on    hir   loue- 

coler, 

As  brood  as  is  the  boos  of  a  bokeler. 
65  Hir  shoes  were  laced  on  hir  legges  hye. 
She  was  a  prymerole,  a  piggesnye, 
ffor  any  lord  to  leggen  in  his  bedde, 
Or  yet  for  any  good  yeman  to  wedde. 
NOw,  sire,  and  eft,  sire,  so  bifel  the 

cas, 

70  That    on   a    day   this    hende    Nicholas 
ffil   with  this   yonge  wyf  to  rage  and 

pleye, 
Whil     that     hir     housbonde     was     at 

Oseneye, 
As    clerkes    ben    ful    subtile    and    ful 

queynte ; 
And  priuely  he  caughte  hir(e)   by  the 

queynte, 
75  And  seyde,   'Ywis   but  if  ich  haue  my 

wille, 
ffor   deerne   loue   of  thee,    lemman,    I 

spille' — 
And  heeld  hir(e)  harde  by  the  haunche- 

bones, 

And  seyde,  '.Lemman,  loue  me  al  atones, 

Or    I   wol   dyen,   also    God   me   saue!' 

80  And  she  sproong  as  a  colt  doth  in  the 

traue. 


And   with   hir   heed   sche  .wryed   faste 

awey, 
And  seyde,   'I   wol  nat  kisse  thee,   by 

my  fey! 

Why,  lac  be,  quod  ich,  lat  be,  Nicholas! 
Or  I  wol  crie  "out,  harrow,  and  alias !" 
Do  wey  youre  handes  for  youre  cur-  85 

teisye !' 

1[This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  for  to  crye, 
And  spak  so  faire,  and  profred  hir(e) 

so    faste, 
That  she  hir  loue  hym  graunted  atte 

laste, 
And  swoor  hir  ooth  by  seint  Thomas 

of  Kent, 

That  she  wol  been  at  his  comandement,  90 
Whan  JDat  she  may  hir  leyser  wel  espie : 
'Myn  housbonde  is  so  ful  of  ialousie, 
That,  but  ye  wayte  wel  and  been  priuee, 
I    woot    right    wel    I    nam   but   deed,' 

quod    she. 
'Ye  moste  been  ful  deerne,  as  in  this  95 

cas.' 
^['Nay,  ther-of  care  thee  noght,'  quod 

Nicholas, 

'A  clerk  hadde  litherly  biset  his  whyle 
But  if  he  koude  a  carpenter  bigyle.' 
And  thus  they  been  accorded  and 

ysworn 
To    wayte    a    tyme,    as    I    haue    told  00 

biforn. 
^[Whan  Nicholas  had  doon  thus  eueri- 

deel, 
And   thakked   hire    aboute   the    lendes 

weel, 
He    kist    hire    sweete,    and    taketh   his 

sawtrie, 

And  pleyeth  faste,  and  maketh  melodie. 
Thanne  fil  it  thus,  J>at  to  the  paryssh  05 

chirche, 

Cristes  owene  werkes  for  to  wirche. 
This  goode  wyf  went  on  an  haliday. 
Hir  forheed  shoon  as  bright  as  any 

day, 
So   was   it  wasshen  whan   she  leet  hir 

werk. 
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.0  ^[Now    was    ther    of    that    chirche    a 

parissh    clerk, 

The  which  that  was  ycleped  Absolon. 
Crul  was  his  heer,  and  as  the  gold  it 

shoon, 
And    strouted    as    a    fanne,    large    and 

brode ; 
fful    streight    and    euene    lay    his    ioly 

shode ; 
5  His  rode  was  reed,  hise  [ejye'n  greye  as 

goos; 
With    Powles    wyndow    coruen    on    his 

shoos, 

In  hoses  rede   he  wente  fetisly. 
Yclad    he   was    ful   smal    and   proprely 
Al  in  a  kirtel  of  a  lyght  waget, 
:0  fful  faire  and  thikke  been  the  poyntes 

set; 

And  ther-vp-on  he  hadde  a  gay  surplys, 
As  whit  as  is  the  blosme  vp-on  the  rys. 
A  myrie  child  he  was,  so  God  me 

saue. 
Wei  koude  he  laten  blood,  and  clippe, 

and  shaue, 
5  And  make[n]  a  chartre  of  lond  or  acquit- 

aunce. 
In  twenty  manere  koude  he  trippe  and 

daunce — 

After  the  scole  of  Oxenforde  tho — 
And  with  his  legges  casten  to  and  fro, 
And    pleyen    songes    on   a    smal[l]    ru- 

bible; 
0  Ther-to  he  song  som-tyme  a  loud  quy- 

nyble, 
And    as    wel    koude    he    pleye    on   his 

giterne. 

In  al  the  toun  nas  frrewhous  ne  iauerne 
That   he   ne   visited   with   his   solas, 
Ther  any  gaylard   teppestere  was. 
5  But,    sooth    to    seyn,    he    was    somdel 

squaymous 

Of  fartyng,  and  of  speche  daungerous. 
^[This  Absolon,  jpat  iolif  was  and  gay, 
Gooth  with  a  sencer  on  the  haliday, 
Sensynge  the  wyues  of  the  parisshe 

faste, 


And   many~a   louely  look   on   hem  he  40 

caste, 

And  namely  on  this  carpenteres  wyf; 
To  loke  on  hir(e)  hym  thoughte  a 

myrie  lyf, 
She   was   so   propre,   and   sweete,   and 

likerous ; 
I    dar  wel   seyn,   if  she  hadde  been  a 

mous, 
And   he   a   cat,   he   wolde   hir(e)   hente  45 

anon. 

^This  parissh  clerk,  this  ioly  Absolon, 
Hath  in  his  herte  swich  a  loue-long- 

ynge, 

That  of  no  wyf  took  he  noon  offrynge; 
ffor  curteisie,  he  seyde,  he  wolde  noon. 
The  moone,  whan  it  was  nyght,  ful  50 

brighte  shoon, 

And  Absolon  his  gyterne  hath  ytake, 
ffor  paramours  he  thoghte  for  to  wake; 
And  forth  he  gooth,  iolif  and  amorous, 
Til  he  cam  to  the  carpenteres  hous, 
A  litel  after  cokkes  hadde  ycrowe,  55 
And  dressed  hym  vp  by  a  shotwyn- 

dowe 

That  was  vp-on  the  carpenteres  wal. 
He  syngeth  in  his  voys  gentil  and 

smal: 

'Now,    deere   lady,    if  thy   wille   be, 
I    praye  yow  that   ye   wole   thynke  on  60 

me,' 

fful  wel  acordaunt  to  his  gyternynge. 
This  carpenter  awook,  and  herde  synge, 
And  spak  vn-to  his  wyf,  and  seyde 

anon, 

'What,  Alison,  herestow  nat  Absolon, 
That  chaunteth  thus  vnder  oure  boures  65 

wal?' 
And  she  answerde  hir  housbonde  ther- 

with-al : 
'Yis,  God  woot,  lohn,  I  heere  it  euery- 

del.' 
^[This  passeth  forth — what  wol  ye  bet 

than  weel  ? — 
ffro    day    to    day    [to    day]    this    ioly 

Absolon 
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70  So    woweth    hir(e),    that    hym    is    wo- 

bigon. 
He   waketh   al   the   nyght   and   al   the 

day; 
He    kembeth    hise    lokkes    brode,    and 

made    hym    gay ; 
He  woweth  hir(e)  by  meenes  and  broc- 

age, 
And  swoor  he  wolde   been  hir  owene 

page; 
75  He    syngeth,    brokkynge    as    a    nyght- 

yngale ; 
He    sente    hir(e)    pyment,    raeeth,    and 

spiced  ale, 
And   wafres,    pipyng   hoot   out    of   the 

gleede, 
And  for  she  was  of  toune,  he  profreth 

meede  ; 
ffor    som    folk    wol    ben    wonnen    for 

richesse, 
80  And  somme  for  strokes,  and  somme  for 

gentillesse. 
*[Somtyme,    to    shewe    his    lightnesse 

and  maistrye, 
He  pleyeth  Herodes  [vp]  on  a  scaffold 

hye. 
But    what    auailleth    hym    as    in    this 

cas? 

She    loueth    so    this    hende    Nicholas, 
85  That  Absolon  may   blowe  the   bukkes 

horn: 

He  ne  hadde  for  his  labour  but  a  scorn; 
And  thus  she  maketh  Absolon  hir  ope, 
And  al  his  ernest  turneth  til  a  aape. 
fful  sooth  is  this  prouerbe,  it  is  no 

lye; 
90  Men  seyn  right  thus:  'Alwey  the  nye 

slye 

Maketh  the  ferre  leeue  to  be  looth.' 
ffor  though  that  Absolon  be  wood  or 

wrooth, 
By    cause   that    he    fer    was    from    hir 

sighte, 

This  nye  Nicholas  stood  in  his  lighte. 
95  NOw  ber[e]  thee  wel,  thou  hende  Nicho 
las! 


ffor    Absolon    may    waille    and    synge 

'alias !' 

And  so  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday, 
This    carpenter   was    goon   til    Osenay, 
And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun 
Acorded  been  to  this  conclusioun,          00 
That  Nicholas  shal  shapen  hym  a  wyle 
This  sely  ialous  housbonde  to  bigyle; 
And,  if  so  be  the  game  wente  aright, 
She  sholde  slepen  in  his  arm  al  nyght; 
ffor  this  was  his  desir  and  hir(e)  also.  05 
And  right  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
This    Nicholas   no   lenger  wolde   tarie, 
But  dooth  ful  softe  vn-to  his  chambre 

carie 
Bothe  mete  and  drynke  for  a  day  or 

tweye, 
And   to  hir   housbonde   bad   hir(e)  for  10 

to   seye, 

If  that  he  axed  after  Nicholas, 
She   sholde   sey§   she   nyste   where   he 

was, 
Of  al  that  day  she  saugh  hym  nat  with 

[e]ye; 

She   trowed  that   he  was   in   maladye, 
ffor  for  no  cry  hir  mayde  koude  hym  15 

calle, 
He     nolde     answere     for    thyng     that 

myghte    falle. 

^[This    passeth    forth    al    thilke    Sater 
day, 
That    Nicholas    stille    in    his    chambre 

lay, 
And  eet  and  sleep,  or  dide  what  hym 

leste, 
Til   Sonday,   that   the  sonne   gooth  to  20 

reste. 
^[This  sely  carpenter  hath  greet  mer- 

ueyle 
Of    Nicholas,    or   what   thyng    myghte 

hym  eyle, 
And    seyde,    'I    am    adrad,    by    Seint 

Thomas, 

It  stondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas — 
God   shilde   that    he    deyde    sodeynlyl  25 
This   world   is    now   ful    tikel,    sikerly; 
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I  saugh  to-day  a  cors  yborn  to  chirche 
That  now  on  Monday  last  I  saugh 

hym    wirche. 
^[Go    vp,'    quod    he    vn-to    his    knaue 

anoon, 
D  'Clepe  at  his  dore,   or  knokke  with  a 

stoon, 

Looke  how  it  is,  and  telle  me  boldely.' 
^[This  knaue  gooth  him  vp  ful  sturdily, 
And  at  the  chambre-dore  whil  that 

he  stood, 
He  cride  and  knokked  as  that  he  were 

wood: 
5  'What,  how!  what  do  ye,  maister  Nicho- 

lay? 

How  may  ye  slepen  al  the  longe  day?' 
•[[But  al  for  noght — he  herde  nat  a 

word. 
An   hole   he    foond   ful    lowe   vp-on  a 

bord, 
Ther-as    the    cat    was    wont   in   for   to 

crepe ; 
)  And    at    that    hole    he    looked    in   ful 

depe, 
And  at  the  laste  he   hadde  of  hym  a 

sighte. 
This    Nicholas   sat    capynge   euere    vp- 

righte, 

As  he  had  kiked  on  the  newe  moone. 
Adoun  he  gooth,  and  tolde  his  maister 

soone 

>  In  what  array  he  saugh  that  ilke  man. 
^[This  carpenter  to  blessen  hym  bigan, 
And    seyde,    '.Help   vs,    seinte    ffrydes- 

wyde! 

A  man  woot  litel  what  hym  shal  bityde. 
This  man  is  falle  with  his  astromye 
)  In  som  woodnesse  or  in  som  agonye. 
I  thoghte  ay  wel  how  that  it  sholde  be ! 
Men    sholde    nat     knowe    of    Goddes 

pryuetee. 

Ye,   blessed  be  alwey  a  lewed  man 
That  noght  but  oonly  his  bileue  kan! 

>  So  ferde  another  clerk  with  astromye: 


He  walked  in  the  feeldes  for  to  prye 
Vp-on    the    sterres,    what    ther    sholde 

bifalle, 

Til   he   was   in   a   warleput   yfalle; 
He  saugh  nat  that;  but  yet,  by  seint 

Thomas ! 

Me    reweth   soore    of   hende    Nicholas.  60 
He    shal    be    rated    of    his    studiyng, 
If  that  I  may,  by  Ihesus,  heuene  kyng! 
^[Get    me   a   staf,   that    I    may   vnder- 

spore, 
Whil   |>at  thou,   Robyn,   heuest   of  the 

dore. 
He    shal    out    of    his    studiyng,    as    I  65 

gesse !' 
And  to  the  chambre  dore  he  gan  hym 

dresse. 
His   knaue   was   a  strong  carl  for  the 

noones, 

And  by  the  haspe  he  haaf  it  of  atones ; 
In-to  the  floor  the  dore  fil  anon. 
This  Nicholas  sat  ay  as  stille  as  stoon,  70 
And  euere  caped  vpward  in-to  the  eir. 
This  carpenter  wende  he  were  in  despeir, 
And  hente  hym  by  the  sholdres  myghti- 

ly, 

And  shook  hym  harde,  and  cride  spi- 

tously, 
'What,     Nicholay!    what,    how!    what,  75 

looke  adoun! 
Awak[e],    and   thenke   on    Cristes    pas- 

sioun! 
I    crouche    thee    from    clues    and    fro 

wightes !' 
Ther-with  the  nyghtspel  seyde  he  anon- 

rightes 

On   foure   halues   of  the   hous   aboute, 
And    on   the    thresshfold   of    the    dore  80 

with-oute : 

'Ihesu   Crist   and   seinte   Benedight! 
Bldsse    this    hous    from    euery    wikked 

wight ! 
ffor    nyghtes    uerye,    the    white    pater 

noster; 
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75 


Where  wentestow,  seint  Petres  soster?' 

85  ^[And   atte   laste   this   hende    Nicholas 

Gan  for  to  sike  score,  and  seyde,  ' Alias ! 

Shal    al    this    world    be    lost    eftsoones 

now?' 
•[This  carpenter  answerde,  'What  sey- 

stow? 
What  I  thenke  on  God,  as  we  doon,  men 

J)at    swynke !' 
90  ^[This  Nicholas  answerde,  '.Fecche  me 

drynke ! 

And  after  wol   I   speke  in  pryuetee 
Of    certeyn    thyng    that    toucheth    me 

and    thee; 

I    wol   telle   it   noon   oother   man,   cer 
teyn.' 
^[This  carpenter  goth  doun,  and  comth 

ageyn, 
95  And    broghte    of    myghty   ale    a   large 

quart. 
And  whan  J)at  ech  of  hem  had  dronke 

his  part, 

This  Nicholas  his  dore  faste  shette, 
And  doun  the  carpenter  by  hym  he 

sette. 
^[He    seyde,    'lohn,    myn    hooste    lief 

and    deere, 
00  Thou    shalt    vp-on    thy    trouthe    swere 

me    heere 
That  to  no  wight  thou  shalt  this  con- 

seil  wreye; 

ffor  it  is  Cristes  conseil  that  I  seye, 
And  if  thou  telle  man,'  thou  art  forlore, 
ffor  this  vengaunce  thou  shalt  han 

therfore, 
05  That,    if    thou    wreye    me,    thou    shalt 

be    wood.' 
'Nay,    Crist   forbede    it,    for   his   hooly 

blood!' 
Quod   tho   this   sely   man,    'I    nam   no 

labbe, 
Ne,   though   I    seye,    I    am  nat  lief  to 

gabbe. 
Seye  what  thou  wolt,   I  shal  it  neuere 

telle 


To  child  ne  wyf,  by  hym  that  harwed  10 

helle!' 
'NOw    lohn,'    quod    Nicholas,    '1    wol 

nat  lye, 

I  have  yfounde  in  myn  astrologye, 
As  I  haue  looked  in  the  moone  bright, 
That  now  a  JV/onday  next,  at  quarter 

nyght, 
Shal  falle  a  reyn,  and  that  so  wilde  and  15 

wood, 
That  half  so  greet  was  neuere  Noees 

flood. 
This  world,'  he  seyde,  'in  lasse  than  an 

hour 
Shal    al    be    dreynt,    so    hidous    is   the 

shour : 
Thus  shal  mankynde  drenche,  and  lese 

hir  lyf.' 
^[This  carpenter  answerde,   '^llas,   my  20 

wyf! 
And    shal    she    drenche?    alias,     myn 

Alisoun!' 

ffor  sorwe  of  this  he  fil  almoost  adoun, 
And  seyde,  'Is  ther  no  remedie^in  this 

cas?' 
•['Why,    yis,    for    gode/    quod    hende 

Nicholas, 
'If   thou  wolt   werken  after   loore   and  25 

reed. 
Thou   mayst   nat  werke[n]  after  thyne 

owene  heed; 
ffor  thus  seith   Salomon,  that  was  ful 

trewe, 
"Werke  al  by  conseil,  and  thou  shalt 

nat   rewe." 
And    if    thou    werken    wolt    by    good 

conseil, 

I  vndertake,  with-outen  wast  and  seyl,  30 
Yet  shal   I  sauen  hir(e)  and  thee  and 

me. 

Hastow  nat  herd  hou  saued  was  Noe, 
Whan  J)at  oure  .Lord  hadde  warned 

hym    biforn 
That   al   the   world  with   water  sholde 

be    lorn  ?' 
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55  ^f'Yis,'  quod  this  carpenter,  'ful  yoore 

ago.' 
^f'Hastou    nat    herd,'    quod    Nicholas, 

'also 
The    sorwe    of    Noe    with    his    felawe- 

shipe, 
Er  J)at  he  myghte  brynge  his  wyf  to 

shipe  ? 
Hym  hadde  be  leuere,  I  dar  wel  vnder- 

take, 
10  At  thilke  tyme  than  alle  hise  wetheres 

blake, 
That    she    hadde    had    a    ship    hir-self 

allone; 
And    ther-fore,    woostou,    what    is    best 

to    doone  ? 
This   asketh    haste,    and   of   an    hastif 

thyng 
Men   may   nat   preche   or   maken   tari- 


45  ^[Anon  go  gete  vs  faste  in-to  this  in. 
A  knedyng-trogh,  or  ellis  a  kymelyn 
ffor  ech  of  vs,  but  loke  J>at  they  be 

large, 
In  whiche  we  mowe  swymme  as  in  a 

barge, 

And  han  ther-anne  vitaille  suffisant 
50  But   for   a   day  —  fy   on   the   remenantl 
The  water  shal  aslake  and  goon  away 
Aboute    pryme    vp-on    the    nexte    day. 
But  Robyn  may  nat  wite  of  this,  thy 

knaue, 
Ne   eek   thy   mayde    Gille    I    may   nat 

saue. 
55  Axe    nat   why,    for   though    thou   aske 

me, 

I    wol   nat   tellen   Goddes   pryuetee. 
Suffiseth  thee,  but  if  thy  wittes  madde, 
To  han  as  greet  a  grace  as  Noe  hadde. 
Thy    wyf    shal    I    wel    sauen,    out    of 

doute. 
60  Go  now  thy  wey,  and  speede  thee  heer 

aboute. 
*[But  whan   thou   hast   for   hir(e)   and 

thee    and    me 
Ygeten   vs   thise   knedyng-tubbes   thre, 


Thanne  shallow  hange  hem  in  the  roof 

ful   hye, 

That  no  man  of  oure  purueiaunce  spye. 
And  whan  thou  thus   hast   doon  as   I  65 

haue    seyd, 
And    hast   oure    vitaille    faire    in    hem 

yleyd, 
And    eek   an    ax   to    smyte    the   corde 

atwo, 
Whan   J>at   the   water   comth,   that  we 

may  go, 
And    broke    an    hole    an-heigh    vp-on 

the    gable 

Vnto  the  gardynward,  ouer  the  stable,  70 
That   we  may  frely  passen  forth  oure 

way, 
Whan    ]Dat    the    grete    shour    is    goon 

away : 
Thanne    shaUow   swymme   as   myrie,~I 

vndertake, 
As    dooth    the    white    doke    after    hir 

drake. 
Tha:ine  wol  I  clepe,  ".How  Alison,  how  75 

lohn! 
Be    myrie,    for    the    flood    wol    passe 

anon!" 
And    thou    wolt    seyn    ".Hayl,    maister 

Nicholay! 
Good    morwe!    I    se   thee    wel,    for   it 

is   day." 
And  thanne  shul  we  be  lordes  al  oure 

lyf 

Of  al  the  world,  as  Noe  and  his  wyf.  80 
^[But    of    o    thyng    I    warne    thee    ful 

right : 

Be  wel  auysed  on  that  ilke  nyght 
That  we  ben  entred  in-to  shippes  bord, 
That  noon  of  vs  ne  speke  nat  a  word, 
Ne   clepe,    ne    crie,    but    be[en]    in   his  85 

preyere ; 

ffor  it  is  Goddes  owene  heeste  deere. 
*[Thy  wyf  and  thou  moote  hange  fer 

atwynne, 

ffor  that  bitwixe  yow  shal  be  no  synne, 
Na-moore  in  lookyng  than  ther  shal  in> 

deede, 
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90  This   ordinance   is   seyd,   so    God  thee 

speede ! 
Tomorwe  at  nyght,  whan  folk  ben  alle 

aslepe, 
In-to     oure     knedyng-tubbes     wol     we 

crepe, 

And  sitten  there,  abidyng  Goddes  grace. 
Go    now   thy   wey!    I    haue   no   lenger 

space 

95  To  make  of  this  no  lenger  sermonyng. 
Men  seyn  thus:  "Sende  the  wise,  and 

seye   no-thyng.' 
Thou   art   so   wys,   it   nedeth  thee  nat 

to  feche. 
Go    saue    oure    lyf,    and    that    I    the 

biseche.' 
^[This    sely    carpenter    goth    forth    his 

wey; 

00  fful  ofte  he  seith  'alias  and  weylawey,' 
And  to  his  wyf  he  tolde  his  pryuetee, 
And  she  was  war,  and  knew  it  bet 

than   he 
What  al  this  queynte  cast  was  for  to 

seye. 
But  nathelees  she  ferde  as  she  wolde 

deye, 
05  And   seyde,    'Alias,    go   forth   thy  wey 

anon, 
Help    vs    to    scape,    or    we    been    lost 

echon! 

I  am  thy  trewe,  verray  wedded  wyf — 
Go,    deere    spouse,    and    help    to   saue 

oure    lyf!' 

Lo,  which  a  greet  thyng  is  affecckmnj 

[^Auctor 

10  Men  may  dyen  of  ymaginaciown, 
So  depe  may  impressknm  be  take ! 
This    sely   carpenter    bigynneth   quake, 
Hym    thynketh   verraily    that    he    may 

see 
Noees    flood    come    walwynge    as    the 

see 

15  To  drenchen  Alisoun,  his  hony  deere;. 
He  wepeth,  weyleth,  maketh  sory 

cheere ; 


He  siketh  with  ful  many~a  sory  swogh; 
He  gooth,  and  geteth  hym  a  knedyng- 

trogh, 
And  after  that  a  tubbe  and  a  kyme- 

lyn, 

And   pryuely  he   sente  hem   to  his  in,  20 
And  heng  hem  in  the  roof  in  pryuetee. 
His    owene    hand    than   made    laddres 

thre, 
To    clymben    by    the    ronges    and    the 

stalkes 

In-to  the  tubbes  hangynge  in  the  balkes, 
And    hem   vitailleth,    bothe   trogh   and  25 

tubbe, 
With  breed  and  chese,  and  good  ale  in 

a  aubbe, 

Suffisynge   right  ynogh  as  for  a  day. 
But    er   that    he    hadde    maad   al   this 

array, 
He  sente  his  knaue,  and  eek  his  wenche 

also 

Vp-on  his  nede  to  .London  for  to  go;  30 
And  on  the  Monday,  whan  it  drow  to 

nyght, 
He   shette   his    dore   with-oute    candel- 

lyght, 

And  dresseth  alle  thyng  as  it  shal  be. 
And    shortly:    vp    they    clomben    alle 

thre; 

They   sitten  stille   wel  a  furlong  way.  35 
^['Now,     Pater     noster — clom,'     seyde 

Nicholay. 
And    'clom'    quod    lohn,    and     'clom' 

seyde    Alisoun. 

This    carpenter    seyde    his    deuocioun, 
And    stille    he    sit,    and    biddeth     his 

preyere, 

Awaitynge  on  the  reyn,  if  he  it  heere.  40 
^The   dede  sleep,  for  wery  bisynesse, 
ffil  on  this  carpenter,  right  as  I  gesse, 
Aboute    corfew-tyme    or    litel    moore. 
ffor  trauaille  of  his  goost  he  groneth 

soore, 
And  eft  he  routeth,  for  his  heed  mys-  45 

lay. 
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Doun  of  the  laddre  stalketh  Nicholay 
And     Alisoun — ful     softe     adoun     she 

spedde ; 
With-outen   wordes   mo    they   goon   to 

bedde. 

Ther-as  the  carpenter   is  wont   to  lye, 
50  Ther  was  the  reuel  and  the  melodye, 
And  thus  lyth  Alison  and   Nicholas 
In   bisynesse  of   myrthe  and   of  solas, 
Til    that    the    belle   of    laudes    gan   to 

rynge, 

And  freres  in  the  chauncel  gonne  synge. 
55  This    parish    clerk,    this    amorous    Ab- 

solon, 

That    is   for   loue   alwey   so   wo-bigon, 
Vp-on  the  Monday  was  at  Oseneye 
With  [a]  compaignye,  hym  to  disporte 

and   pleye, 

And  axed  vp-on  cas  a  cloisterer 
30  fful   priuely   after   lohn   the   carpenter; 
And  he  drough  hym  a-part  out  of  the 

chirche, 
And    seyde,    'I    noot,    I    saugh     hym 

heere    nat    wirche 
Syn    Saterday — I    trowe    that    he     be 

went 
ffor  tymber  ther  cure  abbot  hath  hym 

sent; 

i>5  ffor  he  is  wont  for  tymber  for  to  go, 
And  'dwellen  at  the  grange  a  day  or 

two; 

Or   elles  he   is  at   his  hous,  certeyn — 
Wher(e)  that  he  be,  I  kan  nat  soothly 

seyn.' 

ffThis  Absolon  ful  ioly  was  and  light, 
?0  And   thoghte,    '^Vow   is   tyme   wake   al 

nyght  1 

ffor,  sikirly,  I  saugh  hym  nat  stirynge 
Aboute    his    dor§    syn    day    bigan    to 

sprynge. 
^[So  moot  I   thryue,    I  shal  at   cokkes 

crowe 

fful  pryuely  knokkew  at  his   wyndowe 
'5  That   stant  ful   lowe  vp-on   his   boures 

wal. 
To  Alison  now  wol  I  tellen  al 


My  loue-longynge,   for  yet   I   shal  nat 
mysse 

That    at   the    leste   wey    I    shal    hir(e) 
kisse. 

Som   maner  confort  shal   I   haue,  par- 
fay! 

My   mouth   hath   icched   al   this   longe  80 
day: 

That   is  a  signe  of  kissyng  atte  leste; 

Al    nyght    me    mette    eek    I    was   at   a 
feeste. 

Therfore    I   wol   goon  slepe   an  houre 
or    tweye, 

And  al  the  nyght  thanne  wol   I  wake 
and  pleye.' 

Whan  that  the  firste  cok  hath  crowe,  85 
anon 

Vp  rist  this  ioly  louer(e)  Absolon, 

And  'hym  arraieth  gay,  at  poynt  deuys, 

But  first  he  cheweth  greyn  and  lycorys 

To  smellen  sweete,  er  he  hadde  kembd 
his    heer. 

Vnder  his  tonge  a  trewe-loue  he  beer;  90 

ffor  ther-by  wende  he  to  ben  gracious. 

He    rometh    to    the    carpenteres    hous, 

And  stille  he  stant  vnder  the  shot-wyn- 
dowe — 

Vn-to    his    brist    it   raughte,    it   was   so 
lowe — , 

And  'softe  he  knokketh  with   a  semy-  95 
soun: 

'What   do   ye,   hony-comb,   sweete   Ali 
soun, 

My  faire  bryd,  my  sweete  cynamome? 

Awaketh,    lemman    myn,    and   speketh 
to    me! 

Wei    litel    thynken    ye    vp-on    my    wo, 

That  for  youre  loue  I  swete  ther  I  go.  00 

No    wonder    is    thogh    that    I    swelte 
and   swete, 

I    moorne   as   dooth   a   lamb   after   the 
tete. 

Ywis,    lemman,     I    haue    swich     loue- 
longynge, 

That  lik  a  turtel  trewe  is  my  moorn- 
ynge, 
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05  I  may  nat  etc  na-moore  than  a  mayde.' 
^['Go  fro  the  wyndow,  lakke-fool!'  she 

sayde, 
'As  "helpe  me  (rod!  it  wol  nat  be  "com 

pa  me;" 
I    loue   another — and   elles    I    were   to 

blame—  ' 

Wei  bet  than  thee,  by  Ihesu,  Absolon! 
10  Go  forth   thy   wey,   or    I   wol  caste   a 

ston, 

And  lat  me  slepe,  a  twenty  deuel  wey  I' 
^[ 'Alias,'    quod    Absolon,    'and    weyla- 

way, 

That  trewe  loue  was  euere  so  yuel  biset ! 

Thanne  kysse  me,  syn  it  may  be  no  bet, 

15  ffor   Ihesus  loue,   and  for  the  loue  of 

me!' 
^['Wiltow  thanne   go   thy  wey?'    quod 

she. 

^['Ye  certes,  lemman,'  quod  this  Abso 
lon. 
^['Thanne  make  thee  redy,'  quod  she, 

'I  come  anon.' 

And   vn-to    Nicholas    she    seyde    stille, 
20  'Now    hust!    and    thou    shalt    laughen 

al  thy  fille.' 
*|[This    Absolon    doun    sette    hym    on 

his   knees, 

And  seyde,  'I  am  lord  at  alle  degrees; 
ffor    after    this    I    hope    ther    cometh 

moore. 
Lemman,  thy  grace,  and,  sweete  bryd, 

thyn   core !' 
25  ^The  wyndow  she  vndoth,  and  that  in 

haste, 
'Haue    do,'    quod    she,    'com    of,    and 

speede    thee    faste, 

Lest  that  oure  weighebores  thee  espie.' 
^[This  Absolon  gan  wype  his  mouth  ful 

drie. 
Dirk  was  the  nyght  as  pich,  or  as  the 

cole  ; 
30  And  at  the  wyndow  out  she  pwtte  hir 

hole. 
And  Absolon — hym  fil  no  bet  ne  wers — 


But  with  his  mouth  he  kiste  hir  naked 

ers 

fful  sauourly,    er  he   was   war  of  this. 
Abak   he   stirte,    and   thoughte    it   was 

amys, 
ffor  wel  he  wiste  a  womman  hath  no  35 

berd. 
He  felte   a   thyng  al   rough  and  long 

yherd, 
And   seyde,    'ffy,    alias !    what    haue    I 

do?' 
^[ 'Tehee!'    quod    she,    and    clapte    the 

wyndow  to, 

And  Absolon  gooth  forth  a  sory  pas.  40 
^['A    berd,    a    berd!'    quod   hende    Ni 
cholas, 
'By    Goddes   corpus !    this    gooth    faire 

and   weel.' 

^[This  sely  Absolon  herde  euery-deel, 
And   on   his    lippe   he    gan   for   anger 

byte, 
And    to    hym-self    he    seyde,    'I    shal 

thee  quyte!' 
^[Who  rubbeth  now,  who  froteth  now  45 

his  lippes 
With  dust,  with  sond,  with  straw,  with 

clooth,   with   chippes 
But  Absolon  ?— that  seith  ful  of te,  'Alias  I 
My  soule  bitake  I  vn-to  Sathanas, 
But  me  were  leuere  than  al  this  toun,' 

quod  he, 

'Of  this   despit   awroken  for   to   be.        50 
Alias,'    quod    he,    'alias,    I    ne    hadde 

ybleynt !' 

His  hoote  loue  was  coold  and  al  yqueynt; 
ffor  fro  that  tyme  that  he  hadde  kist[e] 

hir   ers, 

Of  paramours  he  sette  nat  a  kers; 
ffor  he  was  heeled  of  his  maladie.        55 
fful  ofte  paramours  he  gan  deffie, 
And   weep    as    dooth   a   child   that   is 

ybete. 

A  softe  paas  he  wente  ouer  the  strete 
Vn-til     a     smyth     men     cleped     daun 

Gerueys, 
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50  That    in    his    forge    smythed    plough- 

harneys, 

He  sharpeth  shaar  and  kultour  bisily. 
This    Absolon    knokketh    al    esily, 
And  seyde,   Tndo,   Gerueys,   and  that 

anon!' 
^T'What?    who    artow?'     'I    am    heere, 

Absolon.' 

35  'What,  Absolon,  for  Cristes  swete  tree! 
Why  rise  ye  so  rathe?  Ey,  benedicitee! 
What  eyleth  yow?  Som  gay  gerl,  God 

it  woot, 
Hath  broght  yow  thus  vp-on  the  viri- 

toot. 
By   seinte   iVbte,    ye   woot   wel   what    I 

mene!' 

fO  ^[This  Absolon  ne  roghte  nat  a  bene 
Of  al  his  pley,  no  word  agayn  he 

yaf; 

He  hadde  moore  tow  on  his  distaf 
Than  Gerueys  knew,  and  seyde,  '/freend 

so  deere, 
That   hoote   kultour   in   the   chymenee 

heere, 
75  As    lene    it    me,    I    haue    ther-with    to 

doone, 
And   I   wol   brynge   it   thee   agayn  ful 

soone.' 
^[Gerueys    answerde,    'Certes,    were    it 

gold, 

Or   in   a   poke   nobles   alle  vntold, 
Thou    sholdest    have,    as    I    am    trewe 

smyth  ; 

30  Ey,  Cristes  foo,  what  wol  ye  do  ther- 
with  ?' 

'Ther-of,'  quod  Absolon,  'be  as  be  may, 
I  shal  wel  telle  it  thee  to-morwe  day,' 
And  caughte  the  kultour  by  the  colde 

stele, 
fful   softe   out   at  the   dore  he  gan  to 

stele, 

35  And  wente  vn-to  the  carpenteres  wal. 
He  cogheth  first,  and  knokketh  ther- 

with-al 
Vp-on  the  wyndowe,   right  as   he  dide 

er. 


^[This  Alison  answerde,  'Who  is  ther 
That  knokketh  so?  I  warante  it  a 

theef.1 
^['Why,  nay,'  quod  he,  'God  woot,  my  90 

sweete  leef! 

I  am  thyn  Absolon,  my  deerelyng. 
Of  gold,'  quod  he,  'I  haue  thee  broght 

a   ryng; 
My    mooder    yaf    it    me,    so    God    me 

saue! 

fful  fyn  it  is,  and  ther-to  wel  ygraue: 
This  wol  I  yeue  thee  if  thou  me  95 

kisse.' 

^[This  Nicholas  was  risen  for  to  pisse, 
And  thoughte  he  wolde  amenden  al  the 

iape, 

He  sholde  kisse  his  ers  er  that  he  scape. 
And  vp  the  wyndowe  dide  he  hastily, 
And    out    his    ers    he    putteth    pryuely  00 
Ouer  the   buttok   to  the   haunche-bon. 
And  ther-with  spak  this  clerk,  this  Abso 
lon: 
'Spek,  sweete  bryd,   I   noot  nat  where 

thou  art.' 

^[This    Nicholas   anon    leet   fie    a   fart 
As  greet  as  it  had  been  a  thonder-dent,  05 
That  with  the  strook  he  was  almoost 

yblent ; 

And  he  was  redy  with  his  a'ren  hoot, 
And  Nicholas  amydde  the  ers  he  smoot. 
^[Of  gooth  the  skyn  an  hande-brede 

aboute  1 

The  hoote  kultour  brende  so  his  toute,  10 
And   for   the   smert   he   wende   for   to 

dye. 
As  he  were  wood,  for  wo  he  gan  to 

crye, 
'Help!  water,  water!  help,  for  Goddes 

herte !' 
^[This    carpenter   out    of   his    slomber 

sterte, 
And    herde    oon    crien    'water,'    as    he  15 

were  wood, 
And  thoughte,  'Alias,  now  comthNowelis 

flood!' 
He  sit  hym  vp  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


79 


And  with  his  ax  he  smoot  the  corde 

atwo, 
And  doun  gooth  al — he  foond  neither 

to   selle 

20  Ne  breed  ne  ale,  til  he  cam  to  the  selle 
Vp-on    the    floor,    and    ther    aswowne 

he    lay. 

^fVp  stirte  hire  Alison  and  Nicholay, 
And  criden  'Out  and  harrow!'  in  the 

strete. 
The     neighebores,     bothe     smale    and 

grete, 

25  In  ronnen  for  to  gauren  on  this  man. 
That   yet  aswowne   he  lay   bothe   pale 

and  wan; 
ffor  with  the  fal  he  brosten  hadde  his 

arm. 
But  stonde  he  moste  vn-to  his  owene 

harm; 
ffor  whan  he  spak,  he  was  anon  bore 

doun 

30  With   hende   Nicholas   and  Alisoun. 
They   tolden   euery   man  that   he   was 

wood, 

He  was  agast  so  of  'Nowelis'  flood 
Thurgh  fantasie,  that  of  his  vanytee 
He  hadde  yboght  hym  knedyng-tubbes 

thre, 
35  And    hadde   hem    hanged   in   the   roof 

aboue, 
And  J>at  he  preyde   hem,  for  Goddes 

loue, 

To  sitten  in  the  roof  par  compaignye. 
The  folk  gan  laughen  at  his  fantasye. 
In-to  the  roof  they  kiken,  and  they 

cape, 

•40  And  turned  al  his  harm  vn-to  a  iape; 
ffor    what-so    J)at    this    carpenter    ans- 

werde, 
It   was   for   noght,   no   man  his  reson 

herde. 
With    othes    grete    he    was    so    sworn 

adoun, 
That  he  was  holde  wood  in  al  the  toun. 


ffor   euery  clerk   anonright   heeld   with  45 

oother; 
They  seyde,  'The -man  was  wood,  my 

leeue    broother;' 
And  euery  wight  gan  laughen  of  this 

stryf. 

Thus  swyued  was  this  carpenteres  wyf 
ffor   al    his   kepyng  and    his   aalousye; 
And  Absolon  hath  kist  hir  nether  [ejye,  50 
And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  the  towte. 
This  tale  is  doon,  and  God  saue  al  the 

rowte ! 
•[Heere  endeth  the  Millere  his  tale. 


4.  The  Reues  Tale, 
a)  ^[The  prologe  of  the  Reues  tale. 

Whan    folk    hadde    laughen    at    this 

nyce  cas 

Of  Absolon  and  hende  Nicholas, 
Diuerse    folk    diuersely    they   seyde;        55 
But  for  the  moore  part  they  loughe  and 

pleyde. 
Ne  at  this  tale   I  saugh  no  man  hym 

greue, 

But  it  were  oonly  Osewold,  the  Reue. 
By-cause  he  was  of  carpenteres  craft, 
A  litel  ire  is  in  his  herte  ylaft;  60 

He  gan  to  grucche,  and   blamed  it  a 

lite. 
^T'So  theek,'  quod  he,   'ful  wel  koude 

I   yow  quite 

With  bleryng  of  a  proud  willeres  [e]ye, 
If  that  me  liste  speke  of  ribaudye. 
But  ik  am  oold,  me  list  no  ,pley  for  65 

age: 
Gras-tyme  is  doon,   my  fodder  is  now 

forage, 

This  white  top  writeth  myne  olde  yeris, 
Myn  herte  is  mowled  also  as  myne 

heris, 

But  if  I  fare  as  dooth  an  openers; 
^[That  ilke  fruyt  is  euer  leng  the  wers,  70 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


3871  —  3924 


Til    it    be    rote[n]    in    Twullok     or     in 

stree. 

We  olde  men,  I  drede,  so  fare  we: 
Til  we  be  roten  kan  we  nat  be  rype, 
We  hoppen  ay,  whil  that  the  world 

wol   pype ; 
75  ffor   in  cure  wyl  ther  stiketh  euere  a 

nayl, 
To   haue   an   hoor   heed   and  a   grene 

tayl, 
As  hath  a  leek;  for  thogh  oure  myght 

be  goon, 

Oure  wyl  desireth  folie  euere  in  oon; 
ffor  whan  we  may  nat  doon,  than  wol 

we  speke, 

80  Yet  in  oure  asshen  olde  is  fyr  yreke. 
•fffoure  gleedes  han  we,  whiche  I  shal 

deuyse : 

Avauntyng,    liyng,    anger,    coueitise; 
Thise  foure  sparkles  longen  vn-to  eelde. 
Oure   olde   lemes   mowe  wel   been  vn- 

weelde, 
85  But    wyl    ne    shal   nat    faillen,    that   i? 

sooth. 

And  yet  ik  haue  alwey  a  coltes  tooth, 
As  many^a  yeer  as  it  is  passed  henne, 
Syn  that  my  tappe  of  lif  bigan  .to 

renne. 

ffor  sikerly,  whan  I  was  bore,  anon 
90  Deeth  drough  the  tappe  of  lyf,  and  leet 

it    gon. 
And    euer    sithe    hath    so    the     tappe 

yronne, 

Til  that  almoost  al  empty  is  the  tonne. 
The  streem  of  lyf  now  droppeth  on  the 

chymbe, 
The    sely   tonge    may   wel    rynge   and 

chymbe 
95  Of    wrecchednesse    that    passed    is    ful 

yoore; 
With    olde    folk,    saue    dotage,    is    na- 

moore.' 
Whan    that    oure    hoost    hadde    herd 

this  sermonyng, 
He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as,  a  kyng; 


He    seide,    'What    amounteth    al    this 

wit? 
What   shul   we    speke   alday   of   hooly  00 

writ? 

The  deuel  made  a  reue  for  to  preche, 
And  of  a  souter(e)  shipman  or  a  leche. 
Sey?  forth  thy  tale,  and  tarie  nat  the 

tyme; 

Lo  Depeford ! — and  it  is  half  wey  pryme. 
Lo  Grenewych!  ther  many~a  shrewe  is  05 

inne. 

It  were  al  tyme  thy  tale  to  bigynne!' 
'NOw,  sires,'  quod  this  Osewold  the 

Reue, 

'I  pray?  yow  alle  that  ye  nat  yow  greue, 
Thogh  I  answere,  and  somdeel  sette 

his    howue ; 
ffor    leueful    is    with    force    force    of-  1C 

showue. 
<f[This  dronke  Miller(e)  hath  ytoold  vs 

heer 

How  that  bigyled  was  a  carpenteer, 
Perauenture    in   scorn,   for   I    am   oon, 
And,  by  youre  leue,  I  shal  hym  quite 

anoon ; 
Right    in    this    cherles    termes    wol    I   15 

speke. 

I  praye  to  God  his  nekke  mote  breke! 
He  kan  wel  in  myn  [e]ye  seen  a 

stalke, 
But   in  his  owene  he  kan  nat  seen  a 

balke.' 

b)  *[Heere  bigynneth  the  Reues  tale. 

At  Trumpyngkmn,  nat  fer  fro  Cante- 

brigge, 
Ther  gooth  a  brook,  and  ouer  that  a  2C 

brigge, 
Vp-on   the  whiche   brook  ther   stant  a 

welle ; 
And   this   is    verray   sooth   J)at    I    yow 

telle. 
A  raillere  was  ther  dwellynge  many^a 

day; 
As  eny  pecok  he  was  proud  and  gay. 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


25  Pipen  he  koude,  and  fisshe,  and  nettes 

beete, 
And  turne  coppes,  and  wel  wrastle  and 

sheete; 

And  by  his  belt  he  baar  a  long  panade, 
And  of  a  swerd  ful  trenchant  was  the 

blade; 

A  ioly  popper(e)  baar  he  in  his  pouche  : 
30  Ther    was    no    man,    for    peril,    dorste 

hym  touche; 
A    Scheffeld    thwitel    baar    he    in    his 

hose. 
Round  was  his  face,  and  camuse  was 

his    nose; 

As    piled    as    an    ape    was    his    skulle. 

He    was    a    market-beter(e)    atte    fulle; 

35  Ther  dorste  no  wight  hand  vp-on  hym 

legge, 
That    he    ne    swoor    he    sholde    anon 

abegge. 
A   theef   he   was  of   corn  and   eek   of 


And  that  a  sly,  and  vsaunt  for  to  stele. 
His   name   was   hoote   'deynous    Syme- 

kyn.' 

40  A  wyf  he  hadde,  ycome[n]  of  noble  kyn  : 
The  person  of  the  toun  hir  fader  was; 
With  hir(e)  he  yaf  ful  many~a  panna 

of    bras 
ffor  that  Symkyn  sholde  in  his  blood 

allye.     ' 

She    was    yfostred    in    a    wonnerye, 
45  ffor    Symkyn    wolde    no    wyf,    as    he 

sayde, 
But    [if]    she   were   wel    ynorissed   and 

a    mayde, 

To   sauen  his   estaat  of  yomanrye; 
And   she   was    proud   and   peert   as   is 

a    pye. 
A    ful   fair    sighte    was    it   vp-on   hem 

two; 

50  On  haly-dayes  biforn  hir(e)  wolde  he  go 
With  his  typet  boundew  aboute  his 

heed, 


And  she  cam  after  in  a  gyte  of  reed, 
And  Symkyn  hadde  hosen  of  the  same. 
Ther  dorste  no  wight  clepen  hir(e)  but 

'dame;' 
Was    noon    so    hardy    that    wente    by  55 

the  weye 
That   with  hir(e)   dorste  rage   or  ones 

pleye, 

But  if  he  wold§  be  slayn  of  Symekyn 
With  panade,  or  with  knyf,  or  boide- 

kyn. 

ffor  'ialous  folk  ben  perilous  eueremo, 
Algate.  they  wolde  hir(e)  wyues  wenden  60 

so. 
And  eek,  for  she  was  somdel  smoter- 

lich, 

She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich, 
As  ful  of  hoker  and  of  bisemare. 
Hire  thoughte  pat  a  lady  sholde  hir(e) 

spare, 

What  for  hir  kynrede  and  hir  nortelrie  65 
That  she  hadde  lerned  in  the  wonnerie. 
^f  A   doghter  hadde  they  bitwixe  hem 

two 

Of  twenty  yeer,  with-outen  any  mo, 
Sauynge  a  child  pat  was  of  half  yeer 

age, 

In  cradel  it  lay,  and  was  a  propre  page.  70 
This  wenche  thikke  and  wel  ygrowen 

•  •      was, 

With  kamuse  nose,  and  [ejye'n  greye  as 

glas, 
Buttokes  brode,  and  brestes  rounde  and 

hye; 
But  right  fair  was  hir  heer,  I  wol  nat 

lye. 
^[This    person    of    the    toun,    for    she  75 

was  feir, 
In    purpos    was    to    maken    hir(e)    his 

heir 

Bothe  of  his  catel  and  his  wesuage, 
And  straunge  he  made  it  of  hir  mariage. 
His  purpos  was  for  to  bistowe  hir(e) 

hye 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


3980—4030 


80  In-to  som  worthy  blood  of  auncetrye. 
ffor  hooly  chirc-hes  good  moot  been 

despended 

On   hooly   chirches   blood   that   is   de 
scended; 
Therfore    he    wolde    his    hooly    blood 

honoure, 
Though  that  he  hooly  chirche   sholde 

devoure. 
85  Gret  sokene  hath  this  willer(e),  out  of 

doute, 
With  whete   and   wait  of   al  the  land 

aboute, 
And  nameliche  ther  was  a  greet  Col- 

legge, 
Men  clepe[n]  the  Soler-halle  at  Cante- 

bregge; 
Ther  was  hir  whete  and  eek  hir  malt 

ygrounde. 

90  And  on  a  day  it  happed  in  a  stounde, 
Sik  lay  the  waunciple  on  a  maladye — 
Men  wenden  wisly  that  he  sholde  dye — , 
ffor  which  this  willere  stal  bothe  mele 

and  corn 

An  hundred  tyme   moore  than   biforn 

95  (ffor  ther-biforn  he  stal   but  curteisly, 

But  now  he  was  a  theef  outrageously), 

ffor   which   the    wardeyn   chidde,    and 

made  fare. 
But   ther-of   sette    the   miller(e)    nat*  a 

tare, 
He   craketh   boost,    and   swoor   it   was 

nat   so. 
00  ^[Thanne  were  ther  yonge  poure  clerkes 

two, 
That    dwelten   in   this   halle    of   which 

I    seye. 
Testif    they    were,    and    lusty    for    to 

pleye, 
And,  oonly  for  hir  myrthe  and  reueZ- 

rye, 

Vp-on    the    wardeyn    bisily    they    crye 
05  To  yeue  hem  leue  but  a  litel  stounde, 


To  goon  to  wille,   and   seen  hir  corn 

ygrounde, 

And  hardily  they  dorste  leye  hir  nekke, 
The  ?mller(e)  sholde  nat  stele  hem  half 

a  pekke 
Of  corn  by  sleighte,  ne  by  force  hem 

reue; 
And  at  the  laste  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  1C 

leue. 
lohn  highte  that  oon,  and  Aleyn  heet 

that  oother; 
Of  o  toun  were  they  born,  that  highte 

Strother, 
ffer    in    the    North— I    kan    nat    telle 

where. 

^[This  Aleyn  maketh  redy  al  his  gere, 
And  on  an  hors  the  sak  he  caste  anon.  15 
fforth  goth  Aleyn  the  clerk,  and  also 

lohn, 
With  good  swerd  and  bokeler  by  hir 

side, 
lohn   knew   the   wey,   hem   nedede   no 

gyde; 
And   at   the   raille   the    sak   adoun   he 

layth. 
Aleyn    spak    first,    '^Ll    hayl,    Symond,  20 

yfayth ! 
Hou  fares  thy  faire  doghter   and  thy 

wyf  ?' 
If  'Aleyn,  welcome/  quod  Symkyn,  'by 

my  lyf! 
And  lohn  also!  how  now,  what  do  ye 

heer?' 
^f 'Symond,'  quod  lohn,  'by  God,  nede 

has   na  peer! 
Hym    boes   serue    hym-selne   that    has  25 

na   swayn, 

Or  elles  he  is  a  fool,  as  clerkes  sayn. 
Oure  manciple — I  hope  he  wil  be  deed, 
Swa  werkes  ay  the  wanges  in  his  heed; 
And  forthy  is  I  come,  and  eek  Alayn, 
To  grynde  oure  corn,  and  carie^it  ham  30 

agayn; 
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4031 — 


4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


I    praye    vow,    spede    vs    heythen    that 

ye    may.' 
•pit    shal    be    doon/    quod    Symkyn, 

'by  my  fay! 
What  wol  ye   doon  whil  that  it  is  in 

hande  ?' 
^T'By    God,   right   by  the   hopur  wil   I 

stande,' 
35  Quod  lohn,  'and  se  how  that  the  corn 

gas    in. 

Yet  saugh  I  neuere,  by  my  fader  kyn! 
How   that   the    hopur   wagges   til   and 

fra.' 

^[  Aleyn  answerde,  'lohan,  wiltow  swa? 
Thanne  wil  I  be  bynethe,  by  my  croun ! 
40  And  se  how  J)at  the  mele  falles  doun 
In-to  the  trough:  that  sal  be  my  disport, 
ffor  lohn,  yfaith,  I  may  been  of  your(e) 

sort, 

I   is  as  ille  a  willer(e)  as  are  ye.' 
^[This  Tmller(e)  smyled  of  hir  nycetee, 
45  And    thoghte,    'Al    this    nys    doon   but 

for  a  wyle; 
They    wene    J>at    no    man    may    hem 

bigile, 
But    by    my    thrift,    yet    shal    I    blere 

hir  [e]ye 

ffor  al  the  sleighte  in  hir  philosophye! 
The   moore   queynte   crekes  that   they 

make, 

50  The  moore  wol   I   stele  whan  I  take; 
In  stide  of  flour  yet  wol  I  yeue  hem 

bren. 
"The     gretteste     clerkes     been     noght 

wisest   men," 
As  whilom  to  the  wolf  thus  spak  the 

ware. 

Of  al  hir  art  I  counte  noght  a  tare!' 

55  ^[Out  at  the  dore  he  gooth  ful  pryuely, 

Whan  JDat  he  saugh  his  tyme,  softely; 

He   looketh  vp  and  doun  til  he  hath 

founde 
The     clerkes     hors,     ther-as    it     stood 

ybounde 


Bihynde    the    raille,    vnder    a    lewesel, 
And  to  the  hors  he  goth  hym  faire  and  60 

wel; 

He  strepeth  of  the  brydel  right  anon, 
And    whan    the     hors    was     laus,     he 

gynneth  gon 

Toward  the  fen,  ther  wilde  mares  renne, 
fforth  with  'wehee !'  thurgh  thikke  and 

thurgh  thenne. 
^[This  miller(e)  gooth  agayn,  no  word  65 

he   eeyde, 
But  dooth  his  note,  and  with  the  clerkes 

pleyde, 
Til  that  hir  corn  was  faire  and  weel 

ygrounde. 
And    whan    the     wele    is    saked    and 

ybounde, 
This  lohn  goth  out,  and  fynt  his  hors 

away, 

And  gan  to  crie,  'Harrow  and  weilaway!  70 
Oure  hors  is  lorn!    Alayn,  for  Goddes 

banes, 
Step(e)  on  thy  feet,  com  out,  man,  al 

atanes ! 
Alias!    our    wardeyn    has    his    palfrey 

lorn !' 
This  Aleyn  al  forgat  bothe  wele  and 

corn, 
Al   was   out    of    his   mynde   his    hous-  75 

bondrie. 
'What?    whilk    way    is    he    geen?'    he 

gan  to  crie. 
^The  wyf  corn  lepynge  inward  with' 

a  ren; 
She  seyde,  '^llas!  youre  hors  goth  to 

the  fen 
With  wilde  mares  as  faste  as  he  may 

go! 
Vnthank  come  on  his  hand  that  boond  80 

hym   so, 
And    he    J>at    bettre    sholde    han   knyt 

the  reyne!' 
^[ 'Alias!'  quod  lohn,  'Aleyn,  for  Cristes 

peyne, 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


4083—4129 


Laye  -doun  thy  swerd,   and   I  wil  myn 

alswa !   • 

I  is  ful  wight,  God  waat,  as  is  a  raa; 
85  By    God    herte,    he    sal    nat   scape   vs 

bathe! 
Why    nadstow    pit    the    capul    in    the 

lathe? 
Ilhayl,     by    God,    Aleyn,    thou    is     a 

fonne !' 

^[Thise  sely  clerkes  han  ful  faste  yronne 
To-ward  the  fen,  bothe  Aleyn  and  eek 

lohn. 
90  <f[And   whan    the    willer(e)    saugh    J)at 

they  were  gon, 
He   half   a    busshel   of   hir   flour   hath 

take, 
And    bad   his    wyf   go    knede    it   in    a 

cake. 
He   seyde,    'I    trowe   the   clerkes   were 

aferd, 
Yet    kan    a   miller(e)    make    a    clerkes 

berd, 
95  ffor  al  his  art — now  lat  hem  goon  hir 

weye! 
Lo !  wher  they  goon !  ye,  lat  the  children 

pleye. 
They  gete  hym  nat  so  lightly,  by  my 

croun !' 
^[Thise    sely    clerkes    rennen    vp    and 

doun 
With    'keepe,    keepe!      stand,     stand!, 

iossa,   warderere! 
00  Ga,  whistle  thou  1  and  I  sal  kepe  hym 

heere !' 

But  shortly,  til  that  it  was  verray  nyght, 
They   koude    nat,    though    they    do    al 

hir    myght, 
Hir    capul    cacche,    he    ran    alwey    so 

faste, 
Til  in  a  dych  they  caughte  hym  atte 

laste. 
05  Wery    and    weet,    as    beest    is    in    the 

reyn, 


Comth  sely  lohn,  and  with  him  comth 

Aleyn. 
'Alias,'    quod    lohn,    'the    day    that    I 

was  born! 
Now    are    we    dryue    til    hethyng    and- 

til    scorn! 
Oure   corn   is   stoln,   me   wil  vs   fooles 

calle, 
Bathe   the   wardeyn   and   oure   felawes  10 

alle, 

And  namely  the  willer(e),  weylaway!' 
^[Thus  pleyneth  lohn,  as  he  gooth  by 

the  way 
Toward  the  mille,   and  .Bayard  in  his 

hond. 
The   willer(e)    sittynge    by   the    fyr    he 

fond, 
ffor  it  was  nyght,  and  forther  myghte  15 

they   noght, 
But  for  the  loue  of  God  han  hym  bi- 

soght 
Of   herberwe    and    of   ese,    as   for   hir 

peny. 
^[The    willere    seyde    agayn,    'If   ther 

be    eny, 
Swich  as  it  is,  yet  shal  ye  haue  youre 

part. 
Myn  hous  is  streit,  but  ye  han  lerned  20 

art, 

Ye  konne  by  arguments  make  a  place 
A  myle  brood  of  twenty  foot  of  space. 
Lat  se  now  if  this  place  may  suffise, 
Or  make  it  rowm  with  speche,  as  in 

youre  gise.' 
'NOw  Symond,'  seyde   lohn,   'by  seint  25 

Cutberd ! 
Ay  is  thou  myrie,~and  this  is  faire  ans- 

werd. 
I  haue  herd  seyd,  "man  sal  taa  of  twa 

thynges 
Slyk  as  he  fyndes,  or  taa  slyk  as  he 

brynges." 
But  specially  I  praye  thee,  hooste  deere, 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


30  Get  vs  som  mete  and  drynke,  and  make 

vs    cheere, 

And  we  wil   payen  trewely   atte  fulle; 
With     empty    hand    men     may    none 

haukes   tulle: 
Loo,    heere    oure    siluer,    redy    for    to 

spende.' 
•[This  miller(e)  in-to  toun  his  doghter 

sende 
35  ffor  ale  and  breed,  and  rested  hem  a 

goos, 
And  boond  hir  hors,  it  sholde  nat  goon 

loos; 
And  in  his  owene  chambre  hem  made 

a  bed, 
With    sheetes   and    with   chalons    faire 

yspred, 
Noght    from    his    owene    bed    ten   foot 

or   twelue. 
40  His   doghter   hadde   a   bed   al   by  hir- 

selue, 
Right    in    the    same   chambre    by   and 

by; 

It  myghte  be  no  bet,  and  cause  why? 
Ther  was  no  rommer  herberwe  in  the 

place. 
They  soupen,  and  they  speke  hem  to 

solace, 
45  And    drynkew    euere    strong    ale    atte 

beste. 

Aboute  mydnyght  wente  they  to  reste. 
*j[Wel    hath    this    willer(e)    vernysshed 

his  heed; 
fful  pale  he  was  for-dronken,  and  nat 

reed. 
He    yexeth,    and    he    speketh    thurgh 

the  nose, 
50  As  he  were  on  the  quakke  or  on  the 

pose. 
To  bedde  he  goth,  and  with  hym  goth 

his  wyf; 
As   any   ia.y   she   light   was   and   iolyf: 


So  was   hir   ioly   whistle   wel   y-wet. 
The   cradel    at    hir   beddes    feet   is    set 
To   rokken,   and   to   yeue   the  child  to  55 

sowke. 
And  whan  J>at  dronken  al  was  in  the 

crowke, 

To  bedde  wente  the  doghter  right  anon, 
To  bedde  wente  Aleyn,  and  also  lohn; 
Ther  nas  na-moore,  hem  nedede  no 

dwale. 
This   miller(e)    hath   so    wisely    bibbed  60 

ale, 
That    as    an    hors    he    fnorteth    in    his 

sleep, 
Ne    of    his    tayl    bihynde    he    took   no 

keep. 

His  wyf  bar  hi'm  a  burdon,  a  ful  strong, 
Men  myghte  hir  rowtyng  heere  two 

furlong ; 
The  wenche  rowteth  eek  par  compaig-  65 

nye. 
*f[  Aleyn  the  clerk,  that  herd?  this  me- 

lodye, 

He  poked  lohn,  and  seyde,  '$lepestow? 
Herdtow  euere  slyk  a  sang  er  now? 
Lo,  whilk  a  cowplyng  is  ymel  hem 

alle! 

A  wilde  fyr  vp-on  thair   bodyes  fallel  70 
Wha  herkned  euere  slyk  a  ferly  thyng  ? 
Ye,    they    sal    haue    the    flour    of     il 

endyng! 
This    lange    nyght    ther    tydes    me    na 

reste, 

But  yet  nafors,  al  sal  be  for  the  beste; 
ffor,  lohn,'  seyde  he,  'als  euere  moote  75 

I  thryue! 

If  J)at  I  may,  yon  wenche  wil  I  swyue. 
Som  esement  has  lawe  yshapen  vs; 
ffor,  lohn,  ther  is  a  lawe  that  says 

thus  : 

"That  gif  a  man  in  a  point  be  ygreued, 
That  in  another  he  sal  be  releued."  80 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


4181—4234 


Oure    corn    is    stoln,    soothly   it    is    ne 

nay, 

And  we  ban  had  an  il  fit  al  this  day; 
And  syn  I  sal  haue  neen  amendement, 
Agayn  my  los,  I  wil  haue  esement. 
35  By  God  sale!  it  sal  neen  other  bee!' 
^[This  lohn  answerde  'Alayn,  auyse 

thee! 
This   willer(e)   is    a   perilous    man,'    he 

seyde, 

'And  gif  that  he  out  of  his  sleep  abreyde, 

He  myghte  doon  vs  bathe  a  vileynye.' 

?0  ^[Aleyn  answerde,   'I   counte  hym   nat 

a   flye!' 
And  vp  he  rist,  and  by  the  wenche  he 

crepte. 
This   wenche   lay   vp-righte,   and   faste 

slepte, 

Til  he  so  ny  was  er  she  myghte  espie, 

That  it  had  been  to  late  for  to  crie; 

?5  And    shortly    for    to    seyn,    they   were 

aton. 
Now    pleye,    Aleyn,    for    I    wol    speke 

of  lohn. 
This   lohn  lith  stille  a  furlong  wey  or 

two, 
And  to  hym-self  he  maketh  routhe  and 

wo. 
'Alias,'    quod    he,    'this    is    a    wikked 

zape ! 

DO  Now  may  I  seyn  that  I  is  but  an  ape. 
Yet   has   my   felawe   som-what   for   his 

harm, 
He    has    the    willeris    doghter    in    his 

arm. 
He   auntred   hym,   and   has   his   nedes 

sped, 

And    I   lye   as   a   draf-sek  in   my   bed. 
D5  And   when   this    iape   is    tald   another 

day, 

I  sal  been  halde  a  daf,  a  cokenay. 
I  wil  arise,  and  auntre  it,  by  my  fayth! 
"Vnhardy  is  vnseely,"  thus  men  sayth.' 
And  vp  he  roos,  and  softely  he  wente 


Vn-to  the  cradel,   and   in   his   hand  it  10 

hente, 

And  baar  it  softe  vn-to  his  beddes  feet. 
^[Soone  after  this  the  wyf  hir  rowtyng 

leet, 
And  gan  awake,  and  wente  hir(e)  out 

to   pisse, 
And   cam   agayn,   and   gan   hir   cradel 

mysse, 
And   groped   heer   and   ther,    but   she  15 

foond   noon. 
'Alias,'    quod    she,    'I    hadde    almoost 

mysgoon ! 
I    hadde   almoost   goon  to   the  clerkes 

bed— 
Ey   benedicite,   thanne    hadde    I    foule 

y-sped!' 
And  forth  she  gooth  til  she  the  cradel 

fond  ; 
She    gropeth    alwey    forther    with    hir  20 

hond, 
And  foond  the  bed,  and  thoghte  noght 

but    good, 

By  cause  that  the  cradel   by  it  stood, 
And   nyste  wher   she   was,   for   it  was 

derk. 
But,  faire  and  wel — she  creep  in  to  the 

clerk, 
And    lith    ful    stille,    and    wolde    han  25 

caught   a  sleep. 
With-mne  a  whil$  this  lohn  the  clerk 

vp  leep, 
And   on   this    goode   wyf   he   leith   on 

soore. 
So    myrie^a    fit    hadde    she    nat     ful 

yoore 1 
He    priketh    harde    and    soore    as    he 

were    mad. 

This  ioly  lyf  han  thise  two  clerkes  lad,  30 
Til  that  the  thridde  cok  bigan  to  synge. 
*[Aleyn  wax  wery  in  the   dawenynge, 
ffor  he  had  swonken  al  the  longe  nyght, 
And  seyde,  'Far[e]-weel,  Malyne,  sweete 

wight ! 
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4.  The  Reues  Tale. 


35  The    day    is    come  —  I    may    no    lenger 

byde. 

But  eueremo,  wher-so  I  go  or  ryde, 
I  is  thyn  awen  clerk,  swa  haue  I  seel.' 
^['Now,  deere  lemman,'  quod  she,  'go, 

far[e]weel  ! 
But   er  thow  go,  o   thyng   I  wol  thee 

telle  : 
40  Whan  that  thou  wendest  homward  by 

the   fwelle, 
Right    at    the    entree   of    the   dore    bi- 

hynde, 
Thou   shalt   a   cake   of   half  a   busshel 

fynde, 

That  was  ymaked  of  thyn  owene  mele, 
Which  that  I  heelp  my  fader  for  to 

stele. 
45  And,  goode  lemman,  God  thee  saue  and 

kepe  !' 
And  with  that  word  almoost  she  gan 

to  wepe. 
Aleyn  vp  rist,   and  thoughte,    'Er  J>at 

it   dawe, 

I  wol  go  crepen  in.  by  my  felawe,' 
And    fond    the    cradel    with    his    hand 

anon. 
50  'By  God,'   thoughte   he,    'al  wrang!     I 

have    mysgon, 
Myn    heed    is    toty    of    my    swynk    to- 

nyght, 

That  makes  me  that  I  ga  nat  aright. 
I  wat  wel  by  the  cradel  I  haue  mysga. 
Heere  lyes  the  millere,  and  his  wyf 


55  And    forth    he    goth,    a    twenty    deuel 

way, 
Vn-to    the    bed    ther-as    the    willer(e) 

lay. 
He  wende  have  cropen  by  his  felawe 

lohn, 

And  by  the  willere  in  he  creep  anon, 
60  And  caughte  hym  by  the  nekke,  and 

softe  he  spak; 
He   seyde,    'Thou   lohn!   thou  swynes- 

heed,  awak, 


ffor   Cristes   saule,   and  heere   a  noble 

game  1 
ffor   by  that   lord  that   called   is  seint 

lame, 

As  I  haue  thries  in  this  shorte  nyght 
Swyued   the   willeres   doghter   bolt   vp- 

right, 
Whil    thow    hast,    as    a    coward,    been  65 

agast.' 
*['Ye,  false  harlot,'  quod  the  miller(e), 

'hast? 

A!  false  traitour,  false  clerk!'  quod  he, 
'Thow     shalt     be     deed,     by     Goddes 

dignitee ! 

Who  dorste  be  so  boold  to  disparage 
My    doghter,    that    is    come    of    swich  70 

lynage  ?' 
And    by    the    throte-bolle    he    caughte 

Alayn, 

And  he  hente  hym  despitously  agayn, 
And  on  the  nose  he  smoot  hym  with 

his    fest — 
Doun  ran  the  blody  streem  vp-on  his 

brest, 
And  in  the  floor,  with  nose  and  mouth  75 

to-broke, 
They  walwe  as  doon  two  pigges  in  a 

poke; 
And  vp  they   goon,   and    doun '  agayn 

anon, 
Til    that    the    willer(e)    sporned    at    a 

stoon, 
And    doun   he    fil    bakward    vp-on   his 

wyf, 

That  wiste  no-thyng  of  this  nyce  stryf;  80 
ffor  she  was  falle  aslepe  a  lite  wight 
With  lohn  the  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al    nyght, 
And  with  the  fal  out  of  hir  sleep  she 

breyde. 
'Help!    hooly     croys    of    Bromeholml' 

she  seyde, 

'In  manus  tuas,  Lord,  to  thee  I  callel  85 
Awak,    Symond!    the    feend    is    on   vs 

falle! 
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5.  The  Cokes  Tale. 


4287-4337 


Myn    herte    is    broken — help!     I    nam 

but    deed — 
Ther  lyth  oon  [vp]  on  my  wombe  and 

on  myn  heed — 
Help,    Symkyn!    for    the    false    clerkes 

fighte !' 
90  *[This    lohn    stirte    vp    as    soone    as 

euer  he  myghte, 

And  gaspeth  by  the  walles  to  and  fro 
To  fynde  a  staf,  and  she  stirte  vp  also, 
And  knew[e]  .the  estres  bet  than  dide 

this    lohn, 

And  by  the  wal  a  staf  she  foond  anon, 
95  And    saugh    a    litel    shymeryng    of    a 

light; 
ffor   at   an   hole   in   shoon  the   moone 

bright, 
And  by  that  light  she  saugh  hem  bothe 

two, 

But  sikerly  she  nyste  who  was  who, 
But  as  she  saugh  a  whit  thyng  in  hir 

[e]ye. 
00  And   whan    she    gan   the    white    thyng 

espye, 
She   wende   the    clerk   hadde    wered   a 

volupeer, 
And  with  the  staf  she  drough  ay  neer 

and    neer, 
And  wende  han  hit  this  Aleyn  at  the 

fulle, 
And  smoot  the  willer(e)  on  the  pyled 

skulle, 
05  And  doun  he  gooth,  and  cride,  '.Harrow, 

I    dye!' 
Thise  clerkes  beete  hym  weel,  and  lete 

hym    lye, 
And  greythen  hem,  and  tooke  hir  hors 

anon, 
And  eek  hir  mele,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon; 
And   at    the   mille   yet    they   tooke   hir 

cake 

10  Of  half  a  busshel  flour,  ful  wel  ybake. 
Thus  is  the  proude  ?mller(e)  wel  ybete, 
And  hath  ylost  the  gryndynge  of  the 

whete, 
And   payed   for   the   soper   euerideel 


Of  Aleyn  and  of  lohn,  |)at  bette  hym 

weel; 
His   wyf   is    swyued,    and    his    doghter   15 

als. 

Lo,   swich  it  is  a  miller(e)  to  be  fals! 
And    therfore    this    prouerbe    is    seyd 

ful    sooth : 
'Hym    thar    nat    wene    wel    that    yuele 

dooth'— 

A    gylour    shal    hym-self    bigyled    be. 
And  God,  J)at  sitteth  heighe  in  Trinitee,  20 
Saue    al    this    compaignye,    grete    and 

smale ! 
Thus  have  I   quyt  the  Miller(e)  in  my 

tale.— 

*[  Heere  is  ended  the  Reues  tale. 


5.  The  Cokes  Tale, 
a)  ^[The  prologe  of  the  Cokes  Tale. 

The  Cook  of  Londotm/,  whil  [that]  the 

Reue  spak, 
ffor  ioye  him  thoughte/he  clawed  him 

on  the  bak. 
'Ha. ha.'    quod    he/,    'for    Cristes    pas-  25 

siown ! 
This    Miller(e)     hadde    a    sharp     con- 

cluskmn 

Vp-on  his  argument  of  herbergage. 
Wel    seyde    Salomon    in    his    langage : 
"Ne  brynge  nat  euery  man  in-to  thyn 

hous," 
ffor   herberwyng[e]   by   nyghte   is   peri-  30 

lous. 

Wel    oghte    a  man/auysed    for   to    be, 
Whom  that  he  broghte/ in-to  his  pryue- 

tee. 
I  pray?  to  God /so  yeue  me  sorwe  and 

care, 
If    euere,    sitthe/I    highte    Hogge    of 

Ware, 
Herde    I    a    willer(e)    bettre    yset     a-  35 

werk ! 
He    hadde    a    aape    of    malice    in    the 

derk. 
But  God  forbede/that  we  stynte  heere! 
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5.  The  Cokes  Tale. 


And    therfore/,    if    ye    vouche-sauf    to 

heere 

A  tale  of  me/,  that  am  a  poure  man, 
40  I    wol   yow   telle/,   as   wel   as   euere   I 

kan, 

A  litel  iape/that  fil  in  oure  citee. 
*[Oure  hoost  ansvverde/,  and  seide,   'I 

graunte    it    thee ! 
Now    telle    on,    Roger/,    looke    that    it 

be    good ! 

ffor  many~a  pastee/hastow  laten  blood, 
45  And    many^a    lakke-of-Douere    hastow 

soold 
That  hath  been/twies  hoot  and  twies 

coold ; 
Of     many^a     pilgrym/ hastow    Cristes 

curs  ; 
ffor  of  thy   percely/yet  they  fare  the 

wors 
That  they  han  eten/with  thy  stubbel- 

goos; 

50  ffor  in  thy  shoppe/is  many^a  flye  loos. 
Now    telle    on/,    gentil   Roger    by   thy 

name, 
But   yet   I    praye  thee/,    be   nat  .wroth 

for    game ; 
A   man   may   seye   ful   sooth /in   game 

and    pley.' 
If'Thou  seist  ful  sooth/,'  quod  Roger, 

'by  my  fey! 
55  But  "sooth  pley,  quaad  pley"/,  as  the 

.Flemyng  seith. 
And   ther-fore/,    Kerry   Bailly,   by   thy 

feith, 
Be  thou  nat  wrooth/,  er  we  departen 

heer, 
Though    that   my   tale /be   of   a   ftosti- 

leer. 

But    nathelees/I    wol    nat    telle    it   yit, 
60  But  er  we   parte/,   ywis   thou  shalt  be 

quit/.' 
And  ther-with-al/ he  lough,   and  made 

cheere, 
And   seyde   his   tale,   as   ye  shul  after 

heere. 


b)  ^[  Heere  bigynneth  the  Cookes  tale. 

A    Prentys    whilom    dwelled    in    oure 

citee, 

And  of  a  craft  of  vitailliers  was  hee; 
Gaiilard  he  was /as  goldfynch  in  the  65 

shawe, 
Broun  as  a  berye/,  a  propre  short  fe- 

lawe, 

With  lokkes  blake/,  ykempd  ful  fetisly. 
Dauncen   he  koude /so   wel  and   iolily, 
That  he  was  cleped  Perkyn  Reuelour. 
He  was /as  ful  of  loue  and  paramour  70 
As  is  the  hyve/ful  of  hony  sweete; 
Wel  was  the  wenche/with  hym  myghte 

meete ! 
At  euery  bridale/ wolde  he  synge  and 

hoppe; 
He    loved    bet    the    teuerne    than    the 

shoppe. 
^[  if  or /whan    ther/any   ridyng    was    in  75 

Chepe, 
Out    of    the    shoppe /thider    wolde    he 

lepe; 

Til  'that  he  hadde/al  the  sighte  yseyn, 
And  daunced  wel/,  he  wolde  nat  come 

ayeyn, 
And    gadered    hym /a    meynee    of    his 

sort 
To  hoppe  and  synge/,  and  maken  swich  80 

disport. 
And   ther/they   setten    steuene   for    to 

meete 

To  pleyen/at  the  dys  in  swich  a  streete; 
ffor  in  the  toun  ne  was  ther  no  prentys 
That  fairer  koude  caste /a  paire  of  dys 
Than  Perkyn  koude/,  and  ther-to  he  85 

was  free 

Of  his  dispense /in  place  of  pryuetee. 
That  fond  his  maister  wel  in  his  chaf- 

fare; 
ffor  often  tyme/he  foond  his   box  ful 

bare. 

ffor    sikerly/a    prentys    reuelour, 
That  haunteth  dys/,  riot,  or  paramour,  90 
His  maister /shal  it  in  his  shoppe  abye, 
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Al  haue  he /no  part  of  the  wynstralcye  ; 
ffor  thefte  and  riot,  they  been  conuer- 

tible, 
Al  konne  he   pleye   on  gyterne/or  ri- 

bible. 

95  Reuel  and  trouthe/,  as  in  a  lowe  degree, 
They  been  ful  wrothe  al  day/,  as  men 

may  see. 
^[This    ioly    prentys/with    his    maister 

bood, 

Til  he  were  ny/out  of  his  prentishood, 
Al  were  he  snybbed/bothe  erly  and 

late, 
00  And  somtyme/lad  with  reuel  to  Newe- 

gate. 

But  atte  laste/his  maister  hym  bithoghte 
Vp-on  a  day/,  whan  he  his  papir  soghte, 
Of  a  prouerbe/that  seith  this  same 

word: 

'Wei  bet  is  roten  oppul/out  of  hoord 
05  Than  JDat/it  rotie  al  the  remenaunt.' 
^[So  fareth  it  by  a  riotous  seruaunt: 
It  is  wel  lasse  harm /to  lete  hym  pace 
Than  he  shende/alle  the  seruantz  in  the 

place. 
Therfore/his    maister /yaf    hym    acqui- 

tance, 
10  And  bad  hym  go /with  sorwe  and  with 

meschance; 
And  thus  this   ioly  prentys/hadde   his 

leue. 
Now   lat    hym    riote   al    the    nyght/or 

leue! 
And  for  ther   is  no   theef/with-oute  a 

lowke, 
That   helpeth   hym /to    wasten   and   to 

sov/ke 

15  Of  that  he  brybe  kan/,  or  borwe  may, 
Anon  he  sente  his  bed /and  his  array 
Vn-to   a    compeer /of    his    owene    sort, 
That  louede  dys/,  and  reuel,  and  dis 
port, 


[B  i— 18] 
And  hadde  a  wyf /,  that  heeld  for  con- 

tenance 
A  shoppe/,  and  swyued  for  hir  suste-  20 

nance. 


II.  Fragment  (B),  V.  £—1131.*) 

6.  The  Mannes  Tale  of  Lawe. 

a)  ^[The  wordes  of  the  Hoost  to  the 
compaignye. 

Ovre  hooste  saugh  wel  that  the  brighte 

sonne 

The  ark  of  his  artificial  day  hath  ronne 
The  ferthe  part,  and  half  an  houre  and 

moore, 
And   though  he  were   nat   depe  ystert 

in  loore, 
He  wiste  it  was  the  eighte-and-twentithe  25 

day 

Of   Aprill,    that    is   messager    to    May, 
And    saugh    wel    that    the    shadwe    of 

euery  tree 

Was,  as  in  lengthe,  the  same  quantitee 
That  was  the  body~erect  that   caused 

it. 
And  ther-fore  by  the  shadwe  he  took  30 

his    wit 
That  Phebus,  which  £at  shoon  so  clere 

and    brighte, 
Degrees  was  fyue-and-fourty  clombe  on 

highte, 

And  for  that  day,  as    in  that  latitude, 
It    was    ten    at    the    clokke,    he    gan 

conclude — 

And  sodeynly  he  plighte  his  hors  aboute.  35 
^['Lordynges,'  quod  he,  'I  warne  vow, 

al  this  route: 

The  fourthe  party  of  this  day  is  gon. 
Now,    for    the    loue    of    God    and    of 

Seint    lohn, 
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6.  The  Mannes  Tale  of  Lawe. 


[B  19-44] 

Leseth  no  tyme  as  ferforth  as  ye  may! 
40  Lordynges,    the    tyme    wasteth    nyght 

and    day, 
And  steleth  from  vs — what  pryuely  slep- 

ynge, 
And  what  thurgh  necgligence  in  oure 

wakynge — 
As  dooth  the  streem  that  turneth  neuere 

agayn, 
Descendynge   fro   the   montaigne   in-to 

playn. 

45  ^Wel   kan   Senec   and  many^a   philo 
sophic 
Biwaillen    tyme    moore    than    gold    in 

cof  re ; 

"ffor  losse  of  catel  may  recouered  be, 
But  losse  of  tyme  shendeth  vs,"  quod 

he, 

It  wol  nat  come  agayn,  with-outen  drede,    I 
50  Namoore  than  wol[e]  Malkynes  mayden- 

hede, 
Whan  she  hath  lost  it  in  hir  wantown- 

wesse ! 

Lat  vs  nat  mowlen  thus  in  ydelnesse! 
^[Sir(e)  man-of-lawe,'  quod  he,  'so  haue 

ye  blis! 

Telle   vs   a   tale   anon,    as   forward   is; 
55  Ye  been  submytted  thurgh  youre  free 

assent 
To  stonden  in  this  cas   at  my  augge- 

ment. 

Acquiteth  yow  now  of  youre  biheeste, 
Thanne  haue  ye  do  youre  deuoir  atte 

leeste.' 
*[f'Hooste/    quod    he,    'depardieux,    ich 

assente ! 

60  To  breke  forward  is  nat  myn  entente; 
Biheste    is    dette,    and    I    wol[e]    holde 

fayn 

Al  my  biheste — I  kan  no  bettre  sayn; 
ffor    swich    lawe    as    [a]    man    yeueth 

another   wight, 
He  sholde  hym-seluen  vsen  it  by  right. 


[B  45-76] 
Thus    wol[e]    oure   text;    but    nathelees  65 

certeyn, 

I  kan  right  now  no  thrifty  tale  seyn 
That  Chaucer,  thogh  he  kan  but  lewedly 
On  metres  and  on  rymyng  craftily, 
Hath  seyd  hem  in  swich  englissh  as  he 

kan 

Of  olde  tyme,  as  knoweth  many^a  man.  70 
And  if  he  haue  noght  seyd  hem,  leue 

brother, 

In  o  book,  he  hath  seyd  hem  in  another, 
ffor  he  hath  toold  of  loueris  vp  and 

doun 

Mo  than  Ouide  made  of  mencioun 
In   hise   episteles,    that   been   ful   olde.  75 
What    sholde    I    tellew    hem    syn   they 

ben  tolde? 
^[In    youthe    he    made    of    Ceys    and 

Alcione, 
And  sittheft  hath  he  spoke[n]  of  euerich- 

one 

Thise  noble  wyues  and  th»se  loueris  eke. 
Who-so  that  wole  his  large  volume  80 

seke, 

Cleped  the  seintes  legende  of  Cupide, 
Ther  may  he  seen  the  large  woundes 

wyde 

Of   Lucresse   and   of   Babilan   Tisbee; 
The  swerd  of  Dido  for  the  false  Enee; 
The  tree  of  Phillis  for  hir  Demophon;  85 
The  pleinte  of  Diam're  and  of  Hermyon, 
Of  Adriane  and  of  Isiphilee; 
The  bareyne  yle  stondynge  in  the  see; 
The    dreynte    Leandre    for    his    Erro; 
The  teeris  of  Eleyne,  and  eek  the  wo  90 
Of   Brixseyde  and  of  thee,    Ladomya; 
The   crueltee   of  thee,   queene    Medea, 
Thy    litel    children    hangynge    by    the 

hals 

ffor  thy  lason,  that  was  in  loue  so  fals ! 
O    Ypermystra,    Penelope,    Alceste,          95 
Youre  wifhede  he  comendeth  with  the 

beste ! 
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[B  77-105] 

*[But    certeinly,    no    word    ne    writeth 

he 

Of  thilke  wikke  ensample  of  Canacee, 

That  loued  hir  owene  brother  synfully, 

00  Of    swiche    cursed    stories    I    sey    fy! 

Or    ellis    of    Tyro    Appollonius, 

How  that  the   cursed  kyng  Antiochus 

Birafte  his  doghter  of  hir  maydenhede, 

That  is  so  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede, 

05  Whan   he   hire   threw  vp-on   the   paue- 

ment. 

And  therfore  he,  of  ful  auysement, 
Nolde    neuere    write    in    none    of    his 

sermons 

Of  swiche  vnkynde  abhomynacions ; 
Ne  I  wol  noon  reherce,  if  that  I  may. 
10  *[But  of  my  tale  how  shal[l]  I  doon  this 

day? 

Me  weere  looth  be  likned,  doutelees, 
To  Muses  that  men  clepe  Pierides — 
Metamorphosios  woot  what  I  mene. 
But  nathelees,  I  recche  noght  a  bene 
15  Though  I  come  after  hym  with  hawe- 

bake. 
I   speke   in  prose,   and   lat  hym  rymes 

make.' 
And  with  that  word  he,  with  a  sobre 

cheere, 
Bigan  his  tale,  as  ye  shal  after  heere. 

b)  ^[The  prologe  of  the  mannes  tale 
of  lawe. 

O  hateful  harm,  condicion  of  pouertel 
20  With   thurst,   with   coold,   with   hunger 

so  confoundid! 
To   asken  help   thee   shameth   in   thyn 

herte ; 
If    thou    noon    aske,    so    soore    artow 

ywoundid, 
That    verray   nede    vnvvrappeth   al    thy 

wounde    hid. 
Maugree    thyn    heed,    thou    most    for 

indigence 
25  Or  stele  or  begge,   or  borwe  thy  des- 

pence. 


[B  106-133] 

Thow    blamest    Crist,    and    seist    ful 

bitterly 

He    mysdeparteth   richesse    temporal; 
Thy     neighebor[e]     thou     wytest     syn- 

fully, 
And    seist    thou    hast    to    lite,    and   he 

hath   al. 
'Parfay,'    seistow,    'somtyme   he   rekene  3( 

shal, 
Whan    that    his    tayl    shal    brennen   in 

the   gleede, 
ffor    he    noght    helpeth    needfulle     in 

hir   neede.' 
Herke,  what  is  the  sentence  of  the 

wise! 

'Bet   is  to  dyen  than  haue  mdigence.' 
Thy  selue  neighebor  wol  thee  despise,  3J 
If  thou  be  poure,  farwel  thy  reuerence! 
Yet   of  the   wise   man   tak[e]   this  sen 
tence  : 

'A'lle  dayes  of  poure  men  been  wikke.' 
Be  war  therfore,  er  thou  come  to  that 

prikke ! 
If  thou  be  poure,  thy  brother  hateth  4( 

thee, 
And  alle  thy  freendes  fleen  from  thee, 

alias ! 
O   riche  marchauntz,  ful  of  wele  been 

yee, 

0  noble,  o  prudent  folk,  as  in  this  cas ! 
Youre  bagges  been  nat  fild  with  ambes 

as, 
But    with    sys    synk,    that    renneth    for  45 

youre    chaunce ; 

At  Cristemasse  myrie  may  ye  daunce ! 
Ye   seken   lond   and   see   for   yowre 

wynnynges ; 

As  wise  folk  ye  knowen  al[l]  thestaat 
Of  regnes;  ye  been  fadres  of  tidynges 
And  tales,  bothe  of  pees  and  of  debaat.  5C 

1  were    right    now    of    tales    desolaat 
Nere  that  a  marchant — goon  is  many~a 

yeere — 

Me  taughte  a  tale,  which  that  ye  shal 
heere. 
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[B  134-158] 

c)    ^[Heere    begynneth    the    man    of 
lawe    his   talc.*) 

In    Surrye    whilom    dwelte    a    com- 

paignye 
55  Of   chapmen   riche,    and   therto    sadde 

and    trewe, 

That    wyde-where   senten    hir   spicerye, 
Clothes    of   gold,    and   satyns    riche   of 

hewe. 
Hir    chaffare    was    so    thrifty    and    so 

newe, 
That    euery    wight    hath    deyntee     to 

chaffare 
60  With  hem,  and  eek  to  sellen  hem  hir 

ware. 
Now  fil  it  that  the  maistres  of  that 

sort 

Han  shapen  hem  to  Rome  for  to  wende, 

'      Were  it  for  chapmanhode  or  for  disport. 

Noon  oother  message  wolde  they  thider 

sende, 
65  But    come[n]    hem-self    to    Rome,    this 

is  the  ende; 
And  in  swich  place  as  thoughte  hem 

auantage 
ffor  hir  entente,  they  take  hir  herber- 

gage. 
^[Soiourmed  han  thise  warchantz  in 

that    toun 

A  certein  tyme,  as  fil  to  hir[e]  plesance, 

70  And    so    bifel   that   thexcellent    renoun 

Of     the     emperoures     doghter,     dame 

distance, 

Reported  was,  with  euery  circumstance, 
Vn-to  thise  Surryen  marchantz  in  swich 

[a]  wyse 

ffro  day  to  day,  as  I  shal  yow  deuyse. 
75        ^[This    was    the    commune    voys    of 

euery    man: 
'Oure    emperour    of    Rome — God    hym 

see! — 
A    doghter   hath    that,    syn    the   world 

bigan, 

To    rekene    as    wel    hir    goodnesse    as 
beautee, 


[15   159-187] 

Nas   neuere  swich  another  as   is  shee. 
I  preye  to  God  in  honour  hir(e)  susteene,  80 
And   wolde    she    were    of   al[l]    Europe 

the   queene! 
In  hir(e)  is  heigh  beautee  with-oute 

pride, 

Yowthe  with-oute  grenehede  or  f olye ; 
To  alle  hir(e)  werkes  vertu  is  hir  gyde; 
Humblesse  hath  slayn  in  hir(e)  al  85 

tirannye  ; 

She   is  wirour  of  alle  curteisye; 
Hir  herte  is  verray  chambre  of  hooly- 

nesse, 
Hir    hand,    ministre   of   fredom   for   al- 

messe.' 
And  al  this  voys  was  sooth,  as  God 

is  trewe. 

But  now  to  purpos  lat  vs  turne  agayn.  90 
Thise  warchantz  han  doon  fraught  hir 

shippes    newe, 
And  whan  they  han  this  blisful  mayden 

sayn, 
Hoom   to   Surrye   been   they   went  ful 

fayn, 
And  doon  hir  nedes  as  they  han  doon 

yoore, 
And  lyue[n]   in  wele — I   kan  seye  yow  95 

namoore. 
^[Now    fil    it    that    thise    marchantz 

stode  in  grace 

Of  hym  that  was  the  sowdan  of  Surrye; 
ffor  whan  they  came  from  any  strange 

place, 

He    wolde,    of    his    benigne    curteisye, 
Make  hem  good  chiere,  and  bisily  espye  00 
Tidynges  of  sondry  regnes,  for  to  leere 
The  wondres  that  they  myghte  seen  or 

heere. 

Amonges    othere    thynges    specially, 
Thise  marchantz  han  him  toold  of  dame 

Custance 

So  greet  noblesse  in  ernest,  ceriously,  05 
That  this  sowdan  hath  caught  so  greet 

plesance 
To  han  hir  figure  in  his  remembrance, 


*)  Sftur  in  E.  —  4565.  cam(e)  L.H.4,  comen  E.,  etc.  70.  And  E.D.,  But  He.,  etc. 
71.  themperourys  G.H.4  (Sk.),  the  Emperoures  D.  (Gl.),  the  Emperours  E.He.,  J)e  Emperour 
C.P.L.  73.  [a]  E.D.,  f.  He.,  etc.  81.  [SRanbttOte]  Europa  est  tercia  pars  mundi;  KittQere 
lat.  Qttoffen,  im  fofg.  burd)  t)  fcejeidjnet,  f.  im  Slnljang.  98.  coome  He.G.D.H.4,  came  C.P., 
cam  E.L.  4605.  jTtber  ceriously]  i.  ceriose  E.He. 
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[B  188—219] 

That  al[l]  his  lust  and  al  his  bisy  cure 
Was   for   to   loue   hir(e)   while   his   lyf 

may   dure. 

10        Parauenture  in  thilke  large  book 
Which   J)at   men   clepe   the    heuene   y- 

writen  was 
With  sterres,  whan  that  he  his  birthe 

took, 
That  he  for  loue  sholde  han  his  deeth — 

alias ! 

For  in  the  sterres,  clerer  than  is  glas, 
15  Is  writen — God  woot  who-so  koude  it 

rede — 
The    deeth    of    euery    man,    withouten 

drede. 
In   sterres   many^a   wynter   ther   bi- 

fornf) 
Was     write[n]     the     deeth     of     Ector, 

Archilles, 

Of  Pompei,  lulius,  er  they  were  born; 

20  The   strif  of   Thebes,   and   of  Ercules, 

Of  Sampson,  Turnus,  and  of  Socrates 

The  deeth;  but  mennes  wittes  ben  so 

dulle, 

That  no  wight  kan  wel  rede  it  atte  fulle. 
^[This  sowdan  for  his  priuee  conseil 

sente, 

25  And,  shortly  of  this  matiere  for  to  pace, 
He  hath  to  hem  declared  his  entente, 
And  seyde  hem  certein,  but  he  myghte 

haue   grace 

To  han  Custance  with-inne*  a  litel  space, 
He  nas  but  deed,  and  charged  hem  in 

hye 

30  To   shapen  for   his   lyf   som  remedye. 
^[Diuerse  men  diuerse  thynges  seyd- 

en; 

They  argumenten,  casten  vp  and  doun, 
Many~a  subtil  resoun  forth  they  leyden ; 
They  speke[n]  of  magyk  and  abuskntn, 
35  But    finally,    as    in    conclusioun, 

They  kan  nat  seen  in  that  noon  auan- 

tage, 

Ne  in  noon  oother  wey,  saue  mariage. 
Thanne   sawe   they   ther-inne   swich 

difficultee 
By  wey  of  reson,  for  to  speke  al  playn, 


[B  220—250] 

By  cause  that  ther  was  swich  diuersitee  4C 
Bitwene    hir    bothe    lawes,    that    they 

sayn 
They    trowe    J)at    'no    cristene    prince 

wolde    fayn 
Wedden    his    child    vnder   oure    lawes 

sweete, 
That  vs  were  taught  by  Mahoun,  oure 

prophete.' 
^[And  he  answerde,  '.Bather  than  I  45 

lese 

Custance,  I  wol  be  cristned,  doutelees; 
I  moot  been  hires,  I  may  noon  oother 

chese. 
I    preye   yow,   hoold   youre   argumentz 

in   pees, 
Saueth  my  lyf,  and  beth  noght  recche- 

lees 
Fo   geten   hir(e)   that   hath   my   lyf  in  5C 

cure ; 

For  in  this  wo  I  may  nat  longe  endure.' 
^[What   nedeth   gretter   dilataciown? 
I    seye,    by   tretys   and   embassadrie, 
And   by  the   popes   mediaciown, 
And  al  the  chirche,  and  al  the  chiualrie,  55 
That,    in   destrucciown    of   maumettrie, 
And  in  encrees  of  Cristes  lawe  deere, 
They  been  acorded  so  as  ye  shal  heere : 
Plow  that  the  sowdan  and  his  baro 
nage, 

And  alle  hise  liges  sholde  ycristned  be,  6C 
And  he  shal  han  Custance  in  mariage, 
And   certein  gold— I   noot  what  quan- 

titee — 

And  heer-to  founden  sufficient  suretee; 
This  same  accord  was  sworn  on  eyther 

syde. 
Now,    faire    Custance,    almyghty    God  65 

thee  gyde! 
^[Now  wolde  som  men  waiten,  as  I 

gesse, 

That  I  sholde  tellen  al  the  purueiance 
That  themperour  of  his  grete  noblesse 
Hath  shapen  for  his  doghter,  dame 

Custance. 
Wel   may  men  knowe[n]   Jjat   so  greet  70 

ordinance 


4611.  clipe  E. ;  men  clepe]  cleped  is  G.P.,  is  cl.  H.4,  Jbei  cleped  C.,  cleped  L. 
18.  write  C.H.*  31:  toflt.  9345,  10518.  51.  no  lenger  dure  H.4  61.  [I.  haue  (G.D.P.L.H.4)? 
ober  fiiot?!  70.  knowe  G.C.P.H.4  (Sk.). 


4671—4726 

B  251—279] 

May   no   man   tellen   in   a   litel   clause, 

As  was  arrayed  for  so   heigh  a  cause. 

Bisshopes    been    shapen   with    hir(e) 

for    to    wende, 

L6rdes,  ladies,  knyghtes  of  renoun, 
75  And    oother    folk    ynogh — this    is    the 

ende. 

And    notified    is    thurgh-out    the    toun 

That  euery  wight  with  greet  deuocioun 

Sholde  preyen  Crist  that  he  this  manage 

Receyue  in  gree,  and  spede  this  viage. 

80       ^[The   day  is  comen  of  hir  depart- 

ynge— 

I  seye:  the  woful  day  fatal  is  come — , 
That  ther  may  be  no  lenger  tariynge, 
But  forthward  they  hem  dressen,  alle 

and   some. 
Custance,  J)at  was  with  sorwe  al  ouer- 

come,  . 
85  fful   pale   arist,   and  dresseth   hir(e)  to 

wende ; 
ffor  wel  she  seeth  ther  is  noon  oother 

ende. 
Alias!  what  wonder  is  it  thogh  she 

wepte 

That  shal  be  sent  to  strange  nacioun 
ffro  freendes,  }mt  so  tendrely  hir(e) 

kepte. 

90  And  to  be  bounden  vnder  subiecckmn 
Of  oon  she  knoweth  nat  his  condiciown ! 
Housbondes  been  alle  goode,  and  han 

been  yoore, 
That  knowen  wyues — I  dar  saye  [yow] 

na-moore. 
*[ 'f  fader/   she  seyde,   'thy  wrecched 

child    Custance, 
95  Thy    yonge    doghter,    fostred    vp     so 

sof  te  ; 
And  ye,  my  mooder,  my  souerayn  ples- 

ance 
Ouer    alle    thyng,    out-taken    Crist    on 

lofte, 
Custance,  youre  child,  hir(e)  recomand- 

eth  ofte 
Vn-to  youre  grace,  for  I  shal  to  Surrye, 
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[B  280-306] 
Ne  shal  I  neuere  seen  yow  moore  with  00 

[e]ye.   . 

Alias!    vn-to   the    Barbre   naciown 
I  moste  goon,  syn  that  it  is  youre  wille. 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  cure  sauackmn. 
So  yeue  me  grace  hise  heestes  to  ful- 

fille! 
I,    wrecche   womman,    no   fors    though  05 

I    spille! 
Wommen    are    born   to    thraldom    and 

penance, 
And   to    been   vnder    mannes    gouern- 

ance.' 
^[1    trowe    at    Troye,    whan    Pirrus 

brak    the    wal, 

Or  Ilion  brende,  at  Thebes  the  Citee, 
Nat  Rome,  for  the  harm  thurgh  Many-  10 

bal, 
That  Romayns  hath  venquysshed  tymes 

thre, 
Nas    herd    swich    tendre    wepyng    for 

pitee 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hir  depart- 

ynge— 
But  forth  she  moot,  wher-so  she  wepe 

or  synge. 
^[O    firste    moeuyng,    crueel    firma-  15 

ment,  f) 
With  thy  diurnal  sweigh  that  crowdest 

ay, 

And  hurlest  al  from  Est  til  Occident, 
That    naturelly    wolde    holde    another 

way! 
Thy  crowdyng  set  the  heuene  in  swich 

array 

At  the  bigynnyng  of  this  fierse  viage,  20 
That     crueel     Mars     hath     slayn     this 

mariage. 

Infortunat    ascendent    tortuous, 
Of    which    the    lord    is    helplees    falle, 

alias ! 

Out  of  his  angle  in-to  the  derkeste  hous ; 
O    Mars!   o  Atazir,   as   in  this   cas!       25 
O    fieble    Moone,    vnhappy    been    thy 

paas! 


4675.  thende  E.He.  86.  nys  He.,  nas  H.4  93.  seie  P.;  yow  f.  H.*  4702.  goon  E.D., 
anon  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  Gl.).  03.  sauaciown  E.D.,  redempcio^n  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  08 ff. :  bgl. 
i6i4off.  09.  brende  at  Thebes  G.  (Sk.,  GL),  brende  Th.  E.D.,  brent  hadde  Th.  He., 
|>at  brende  Th.  C.,  etc.  10.  Ne  at  D.H.*  13.  partynge  H.1  (GL).  15.  moeuer  He.  [ttfit 
Astrolab.  I,  §  17]. 
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[B  307-336] 

Thou   knyttest   thee   ther  thou   art  nat 

receyued, 
Ther     thou    were    weel,    fro     thennes 

artow   weyued. 

Imprudent  emperour  of  Rome,  alias !  f ) 
30  Was  ther  no  philosophre  in  al  thy  toun  ? 
Is  no  tyme  bet  than  oother  in  swich  cas  ? 
Of  viage  is  ther  noon  elecciown, 
Namely  to  folk  of  heigh  condicicwn, 
Noght  whan  a  roote  is  of  a  burthe 

yknowe  ? 

35  Alias,   we  been  to  lewed  or  to  slowe! 
^[To  ship  is  broght  this  woful  faire 

mayde 

Solempnely,    with    euery    circumstance. 
'Now  Ihesu  Crist  be  with  yow  alle,'  she 

sayde. 
Ther  nys  namoore  but  'far[e]wel,  faire 

Custance !' 
40  She  peyneth  hir(e)  to  make  good  con- 

tenance, 
And   forth    I    lete   hir(e)    saille   in   this 

manere, 

And  turne  I  wol[e]  agayn  to  my  matere. 
^The  mooder  of  the  sowdan,  welle  of 

vices,   „ 

Espied   hath   hir   sones   pleyn   entente, 

45  How   he  wol   lete   hise   olde  sacrifices. 

And  right  anon  she  for  hir  conseil  sente, 

And  they  been  come  to  knowe  what  she 

mente. 
And    whan    assembled    was    this    folk 

in   feere, 
She  sette  hir(e)  doun,  and  seyde  as  ye 

shal    heere. 
50       ^['Lordes,'    she    seyde,    'ye    knowen 

euerichon 
How    that    my    sone    in    point    is    for 

to   lete 

The  hooly  lawes  of  oure  Alkaron, 
Yeuen  by  Goddes  message  Makomete. 
But  oon  auow  to  grete  God   I  heete: 
The   lyf   shal   rather   out    of   my   body 

sterte 
Than    Makometes    lawe    out    of    myn 

herte ! 


55 


[B  337-362] 
What  sholde  vs  tyden  of  this  newe 

lawe 

But  thraldom  to  oure  bodies  and  pen 
ance? 

And   afterward   in   helle   to    be   drawe, 
ffor  we  reneyed  Mahoun  oure  creance?  6C 
But,   lordes,   wol   ye   maken   assurance, 
As     I    shal    seyn,    assentynge    to    my 

loore, 
And    I    shal    make    vs    sauf  for   euere- 

moore  ?' 
^j  They   sworen   and   assenten   euery 

man 
To   lyu§  with   hir(e)   and   dye,   and  by  65 

hir(e)    stonde  ; 
And    euerich,    in    the    beste    wise    he 

kan, 
To  strengthen  hir(e)  shal  alle  his  frendes 

fonde. 
And    she   hath   this    emprise    ytake   on 

honde, 

Which  ye  shal  heren  that  I  shal  deuyse, 
And    to    hem    alle    she    spak    right   in  7C 

this    wyse : 
^f'We    shul    first    feyne    vs    cristen- 

dom    to    take  ; 
Coold   water  shal   nat  greue   vs   but  a 

lite, 
And  I  shal  swich[e]  a  feeste  and  reuel 

make, 
That,   as   I   trowe,    I    shal   the  sowdan 

quite; 
ffor  thogh  his   wyf  be   cristned  neuer  75 

so    white, 
She   shal   haue    nede   to   wasshe   awey 

the    rede, 
Thogh  she  a  font-ful  water  with  hir(e) 

lede.' 

O    sowdanesse,    roote    of    iniquitee! 

[^[  Auctor 

Virago  thou,  Semyrame  the  secounde! 
O    serpent   vnder    femynynytee,  8C 

Lik    to     the     serpent     depe     in    helle 

ybounde ! 
O    feyned   woman!    al   that    may   con- 

founde 


4727.  nart  He.C.  36.  broght]  come  E.  39.  far  C.H.*  50.  she  seyde  E.D.,  quod  she 
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[B  363-389] 

Vertu  and  mnocence  thurgh  thy  malice 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  nest  of  euery  vice! 
85        O    Sathan,    enuious    syn   thilke    day 
That  thou  were  chaced  from  oure  heri 
tage, 
Wei   knowestow  to   wommen  the   olde 

way ! 

Thou  madest  Eua  brynge  vs  in  seruage, 

Thou  wolt  fordoon  this  cristen  mariage. 

90  Thyn     instrument — so     weylawey     the 

while ! 
Makestow  of  wommen  whan  thou  wolt 

bigile. 
^[This    sowdanesse,    whom     I    thus 

blame  and  warye, 

Leet  priuely  hir  conseil  goon  hir  way, 

What  sholde  I  in  this  tale  lenger  tarye  ? 

95  She  rydeth  to   the  sowdan  on  a  day, 

And  seyde  hym  that  she  wolde  reneye 

hir   lay, 
And    cristendom    of    preestes     handes 

fonge, 
Repentynge   hir(e)   she   hethen  was   so 

longe; 
Bisechynge  hym  to  doon  hir(e)  that 

honour, 
00  That   she   moste   han   the   cristen  folk 

to  feeste: 

'To  plesen  hem,  I  wol  do  my  labour.' 
The    sowdan    seith,    'I    wol    doon    at 

youre    heeste,' 
And  knelynge  thanketh  hir(e)  of  that 

requeste ; 

So  glad  he  was,  he  nyste  what  to  seye. 
05  She   kiste   hir   sone,   and   hoom[e]   she 

gooth  hir  weye. 
^Explicit   prima    pars*) 
^Sequitur   pars    secunda. 
Arryued    been   this    cristen   folk   to 

londe 

In  Surrye,  with  a  greet  solempne  route, 
And  hastifliche  this  sowdan  sente   his 

sonde 

ffirst  to  his  mooder,  and  al[l]  the  regne 
aboute, 


[B  390-418] 
And  seyde,  his  wyf  was  comen,  out[e]  of  10 

doute, 
And  preyde  hir(e)  for  to  ryde  agayn  the 

queene, 

The  honour  of  his  regne  to  susteene. 
Greet  was  the  prees,  and  riche  was 

tharray 

Of  Surryens  and  Romayns  met  yfeere. 
The  mooder  of  the  sowdan,  riche  and  15 

gay, 

Receyueth  hir(e)  with  also  glad  a  cheere 
As    any    mooder    myghte    hir    doghter 

deere, 

And  to  the  nexte  citee  ther  bisyde 
A    softe    paas    solempnely    they    ryde. 
^[Noght    trowe    I    the    triumphe    of  20 

lulius, 
Of  which  that  Lucan  maketh  swich  a 

boost, 

Was    roialler    or    moore    curius 
Than   was  thassemblee   of  this   blisful 

hoost. 

But  this  scorpio?m,  this  wikked  goost, 
The  sowdanesse,  for  al[l]  hir  flaterynge,  25 
Caste  vnder  this  ful  mortally  to  stynge. 
^[The  sowdan  comth  hym-self  soone 

after  this 

So    roially,    that    wonder    is    to    telle, 
And    welcometh    hir(e)    with    alle    ioye 

and  blis. 
And  thus  in  murthe  and  ioye  I  lete  hem  30 

dwell  e, 

The  fruyt  of  this  matiere  is  that  I  telle. 
Whan  tyme  cam,  men  thoughte  it  for 

the  beste 
The  reuel  stynte,  and  men  goon  to  hir 

reste. 

^[The  tyme  cam  this  olde  sowdanesse 
Ordeyned  hath  this  feeste  of  which  I  35 

tolde, 
And    to    the    feeste    cristen    folk    hem 

dresse 

In  general,  ye,  bothe  yonge  and  olde. 
Heere    may    men    feeste    and    roialtee 

biholde, 


4801.  wol]  shall  He.  —  *)  Desinit  pr.  p.,  Incipit  s.  p.  D.,  f.  He.,  etc.  —  08.  hastiliche 
G.D.C.,  hastily  He.,  etc.  (Sk.f  GL).  16.  Recyueth  E.  (-ed  C.H.*).  21:  Lucanus,  Pharsalia 
III,  79  [Ch.  itngenou].  22.  or  E.D.,  ne  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL).  29.  And  E.H.*,  He  He.,  etc. 
33.  The  E.,  That  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL). 


Koch,  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales. 


98 


6.  The  Mannes  Tale  of  Lawe. 


4839—4896 


[B  419-448] 

And    deyntees    mo    than    I    kan    yow 

deuyse, 
40  But   al[l]   to   deer?   they   boghte   it   er 

they   ryse! 
O    sodeyn   wo,    that   euere    art   sue- 

cessourf) 
To  worldly  blisse!  $preynd  with  bitter- 

nesse 
The  ende  of  the  ioye  of  oure  worldly 

labour ! 

Wo  occupieth  the  fyn  of  oure  gladnesse. 

45  Herke  this  conseil  for  thy  sikernesse: 

Vp-on  thy  glade  day  haue  in  thy  mynde 

The   vnwar   wo   or   harm   jjath   comth 

bihynde ! 

ffor  shortly  for  to  tellen  at  o  word, 
The  sowdan  and  the  cristen  euerichone 
50  Ben  al  tohewe  and  stiked  at  the  bord. 
But  it  were  oonly  dame  Custance  allone. 
This  olde  sowdarnesse,  cursed  krone! 
Hath  with  hir  fraendes  doon  this  cursed 

dede; 
ffor  she  hir-self  wolde  al[l]  the  contree 

lede. 
55        Ne*    was    Surryen    noon    that     was 

conuerted, 

That  of  the  conseil  of  the  sowdan  woot, 
That  he  nas  al  tohewe  er  he  asterted. 
And  Custance  han  they  take  anon  foot- 
hoot, 
And    in    a    ship    al[l]    steerelees — God 

woot — 
60  They  han  hire  set,  and  bidde[th]  hir(e) 

lerne    saille 

Out   of   Surrye   agaynward   to   Ytaille. 
A  certein  tresor  that  she  with  hir(e) 

ladde, 

And,  sooth  to  seyn,  vitaille  greet  plentee 
They  han  hir(e)  yeue[n],  and  clothes  eek 

she    hadde ; 

65  And  forth  she  sailleth  in  the  salte  see. 
O  my  Custance,  ful  of  benignyteel 
O  emperoures  yonge  doghter  deere, 
He  that  is  .Lord  of  ffortune  be  thy 

steere ! 


[B  449—476] 
She    blesseth    hir(e),    and    with    ful 

pitous  voys 
Vn-to    the   croys    of    Crist    thus    seyde  70 

she: 

'O  cleere,  o  weZeful  outer,  hooly  croys ! 
Reed  of  the  lambes  blood,  ful  of  pitee, 
That  wessh[e]  the  world  fro  the  olde 

miquitee, 
Me  fro  the  feend  and  fro  his  clawes 

kepe 
That  day  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the  75 

depe! 

Victorious  tree!  protecciown  of  trewe, 
That  oonly  worthy  were  for  to  bere 
The  kyng  of  heuene  with  his  woundes 

newe, 
The  white  lamb  |)at  hurt  was  with  the 

spere, 
fflemer(e)  of  feendes  out  of  hym  and  80 

here 

On  which  thy  lymes  feithfully  extenden, 
Me  help[e],  and  yif  me  myght  my  lyf 

tamenden !' 

«[[Yeres  and  dayes  fleteth  this  crea 
ture 
Thurghout  the  See  of  Grece  vn-to  the 

Strayte 

Of  Marrok,  as  it  was  hir  auenture.        85 
On  many~a   sory   meel   now   may  she 

bayte; 

After  hir  deeth  ful  often  may  she  wayte, 
Er  that  the  wilde  wawes  wol  hir(e)  dryue 
Vn-to  the  place  ther  she  shal  arryue. 
Men   myghten   asken   why   she   was  90 

nat  slayn 
Eek  at   the  feeste?    TFho  myghte  hir 

body   saue  ? 

And  I  answere  to  that  demande  agayn : 
Who  saued  Danyel  in  the  horrible 

caue, 
Ther  euery  wight  saue  he,  maister  and 

knaue, 

Was  with  the  leon  frete  er  he  asterte?  95 
No  wighr  but  God,  that  he  bar  in  his 

herte. 
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[B  477-504] 

God    liste    to    shewe    his    wonderful 

myracle 
In  hir(e),  for  we  sholde  seen  his  myghty 

werkis. 
Crist,    which    that    is    to    euery    harm 

triacle, 
00  By   certeine   meenes    ofte,    as    knowen 

clerkis, 
Dooth  thyng  for  certein  ende  that  ful 

derk    is 

To  mannes  wit,  that  for  oure  ignorance 
Ne  konne  noght  knowe  his  prudent 

purueiance. 
^"Now  sith  she  was  nat  at  the  feeste 

yslawe, 
05  Who  kepte  hir(e)  fro  the  drenchyng  in 

the  see? 

Who  kepte  lonas  in  the  fisshes  mawe, 
Til  he  was  spouted  vp  at  Nynyuee? 
Wei  may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wight 

but    he 
That    kepte    peple    Ebrayk    from    hir 

drenchynge, 
10  With  drye  feet  thurgh-out  the  see  pas- 

synge.  • 

^fWho    bad    the    foure    spirites    of 

tempest, 

That  power  han  tanoyen  lond  and  see: 
'Bothe  North  and  South,  and  also  West 

and  Est, 

Anoyeth  neither  see,  ne  land,  ne  tree?' 

15  Soothly,  the  comandour  of  that  was  he 

That  fro  the  tempest  ay  this  womman 

kepte, 
A's  wel  whan  she  wook  as  whan  she 

slepte. 
^f  Where  myghte  this  womman  mete 

and  drynke  haue? 
Thre  yeer  and  moore  how  lasteth  hir 

vitaille  ? 
20  Who  fedde  the  Egypcien  Marie  in  the 

caue, 
Or  in  desert  ?   No  wight  but  Crist,  sanz 

faille, 
ffyue    thousand    folk    it    was    a    greet 

meruaille 

With  loues  fyue  and  fisshes  two  to  feede. 
God  sente  his  foyson  at  hir  grete  neede. 


[B  505-531] 

dryueth  forth  in-to  oure  Occian  25 
Thurgh-out  oure  wilde  see,  til  atte  laste, 
Vnder  an  hoold  that  nempnen  I  ne  kan, 
ffer    in    Northhumberlond    the    wawe 

hir(e)  caste, 

And  in  the  sond  hir  ship  stiked  so  faste, 
That  thennes   wolde   it  noght  of  al  a  30 

tyde: 
The  wyl  of  Crist  was  J>at  she  sholde 

abyde. 
^[The  constable  of  the  castel  doun  is 

fare 
To    seen    this    wrak,    and   al   the   ship 

he  soghte, 
And  foond  this  wery  womman  ful  of 

care  ; 
He    foond    also    the    tresor    J)at    she  35 

broghte. 

In  hir  langage  mercy  she  bisoghte, 
The    lyf    out    of    hir[e]    body    for    to 

twynne, 
Hir(e)  to  deliuere  of  wo  that  she  was 

inne. 
A     maner    latyn    corrupt    was     hir 

speche, 
But    algates    ther-by    was    she    vnder-  40 

stonde. 
The    constable,     whan    hym    lyst     no 

lenger  seche, 
This    woful    womman    broghte    he    to 

the    londe. 
She  kneleth  doun,  and  thanketh  Goddes 

sonde ; 
But  what  she  was,  she  wolde  no  man 

seye 
ffor  foul  ne  fair,  thogh  J>at  she  sholde  45 

deye. 
She  seyde  she  was  so  mazed  in  the 

see, 
That    she    forgat    hir    mynde,    by    hir 

trouthe. 
The  constable  hath  of  hir(e)   so  greet 

pitee, 
And  eke  his  wyf,  that  they  wepen  for 

routhe. 

She  was  so  diligent,  with-outen  slouthe,  50 
To   serue   and    plesew   euerich   in   that 

place, 
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That  alle  hire  loue[n]  that  looken  in  hir 

face. 
^[This  constable  and  dame  Hermen 

gyld,    his   wyf, 
Were  payens,  and  that  contree   euery- 

where, 
65  But  Hermengyld  loued  hir(e)  right  as 

hir    lyf, 
Arid  distance  hath  so  longe  soiourned 

there 

In  orisons,   with   many^a   bitter  teere, 
Til    Ihesu   hath    conuerted   thurgh    his 

grace 
Dame  Hermengyld,  constablesse  of  that 

place. 
60        In    al   that    lond    no    cristen   dorste 

route, 
Alle    cristen    folk    been    fled    fro    that 

contree 
Thurgh   payens,    that   conquereden   al 

aboute 
The  plages  of  the  North  by  land  and 

see. 

To  Walys  fledde   the   cristyanytee 
65  Of  olde  Britons,  dwellynge  in  this  He  ; 
\\    Ther  was  hir  refut  for  the  meene  while. 
But    yet    nere    cristene    Britons    so 

exiled, 
That    ther    nere    somme    that    in    hir 

priuetee 
Honoured  Crist,  and  hethen  folk  bigil- 

ed; 
70  And  ny  the  castel  swiche  ther  dwelten 

three. 
That  oon  of  hem  was  blynd,  and  myghte 

nat   see 
But   it  were  with  thilke   [ejye'n  of  his 

mynde, 
With  whiche  men  seen  whan  J)at  they 

ben  blynde. 
Bright    was    the    sonne,   ,as    in   that 

someres  day, 
75  ffor  which  the  constable,  and  his  wyf 

also, 

And  Custance  han  ytake  the  righte  way 
Toward  the  see,  a  furlong  wey  or  two, 


[B  558-581] 
To  pleyen  and  to  romen  [to  romen]  to 

and  fro; 
And  in  hir  walk  this  blynde  man  they 

mette, 
Croked    and    oold,    with    [e]yen    faste  80 

yshette. 
'In   name  of   Crist,'   cride   this   olde 

Britoztn, 
'Dame  Hermengyld,  yif  me  my  sighte 

agayn!' 

This  lady  weex  affrayed  of  the  soun, 
Lest   that   hir   housbonde,    shortly   for 

to  sayn, 
Wolde  hir(e)  for  Ihesu  Cristes  loue  han  85 

slayn, 
Til  Custance  made  hir(e)  boold,  and  bad 

hir(e)   wirche 
The   wyl   of    Crist   as    doghter   of   his 

chirche. 
^[The   constable   weex   abasshed   of 

that   sight, 
And  seyde,  'What  amounteth  al[l]  this 

fare?' 
Custance  answerde,   '$ire,  it  is  Cristes  90 

•      myght, 
That   helpeth  folk  out   of  the  feendes 

snare.' 
And    so    ferforth    she    gan    oure    lay 

declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  er  that  it  were 

eue, 
Conuerteth,  and  on  Crist  maketh  hym 

bileue. 
This  constable  was  no-thyng  lord  of  95 

this    place 
Of   which    I    speke,    ther   he    Custance 

fond, 
But   kepte   it   strongly,    many   wyntres 

space, 
Vnder  Alia,  kyng  of  al  Northhumbre- 

lond, 
That  was   ful   wys   and   worthy  of  his 

hond 
Agayn  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  weel  OC 

heere; 
But  turne  I  wol[e]  agayn  to  my  mateere. 
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[B  582—610] 

^[Sathan,   that   euere   vs   waiteth   to 

bigile, 

Saugh  of  Custance  al  hir  perfeccioun, 
And  caste  anon  how  he  myghte  quite 

hir    while, 
05  And  made  a  yong  knyght,  J>at  dwelte 

in    that    toun, 

Loue  hir(e)  so  hoote  of  foul  affeccioun, 
That  verraily  hym  thoughte  he  sholde 

spille, 
But  he  of  hir(e)  myghte  ones  haue  his 

wille. 
He   woweth   hir(e),    but   it    auailleth 

noght, 

10  She  wolde  do  no  synne,   by  no  weye, 
And   for   despit    he   compassed   in   his 

thoght 
To  maken  hir(e)  on  shameful  deeth  to 

deye. 
He.  wayteth   whan   the   constable   was 

aweye, 

And  pryuely,  vp-on  a  nyght,  he  crepte 
15  In    Hermengyldes    chambre    whil    she 

slepte. 

Wery,  for-waked  in  hir(e)  orisowns, 
Slepeth  Custance,  and  Hermengyld  also. 
This  knyght,  thurgh  Sathanas  temp- 

taciowns, 

Al[l]  softely  is  to  the   bed  ygo, 
20  And   kitte   the   throte   of    Hermengyld 

atwo, 
And   leyde   the    blody   knyf    by   dame 

Custance, 
And  wente  his  wey,  ther  God  yeue  hym 

meschance ! 
*l  Soone  after  cometh  this  constable 

hoom  agayn, 

And  eek  Alia,  J>at  kyng  was  of  that  lond, 

25  And  saugh  his  wyf  despitously  yslayn, 

ffor  which  ful  ofte  he  weep,  and  wroong 

his    hond. 

And  in  the  bed  the  blody  knyf  he  fond 
By  dame  Custance;  alias,  what  myghte 

she    seye  ? 

For  verray  wo  hir  wit  was  al  aweye. 
30       To    kyng    Alia    was    toold    al    this 
meschance. 


[B  6II--639J 
And    eek    the    tyme,    and    where,    and 

in    what    wise 
That    in    a    ship    was    founden    dame 

Custance, 

As  heer-biforn  that  ye  han  herd  deuyse. 
The  kynges  herte  of  pitee  gan  agryse, 
Whan  he  saugh  so  benigne  a  creature  35 
ffalle    in    disese    and    in    mysauenture.    •  • 
ffor  as  the  lomb  toward  his  deeth 

is    broght, 

So  stant  this  innocent  bifore  the  kyng. 
This   false   knyght,    J)at   hath   this   tre- 

soun    wroght, 
Berth  hir(e)  on  hond  ]jat  she  hath  doori  40 

thys    thyng. 
But  nathelees,  ther  was  ful  greet  moorn- 


Among  the  peple,  and  seyn  they  kan 

nat    gesse 
That  she  had  doon  so  greet  a  wikked- 

nesse. 
ffor  they  han   seyn  hir(e)   euere  so 

vertuous 
And  louynge  Hermengyld  right  as  hir  45 

lyf. 
Of  this  baar  witnesse  euerich  in  that 

hous 
Saue    he    £>at    Hermengyld    slow    with 

his  knyf. 
This  gentil  kyng  hath  caught  a  greet 

motyf 
Of  this  witnesse,  and  thoghte  he  wolde 

enquere 

Depper  in  this,   a  trouthe  for  to  lere.  50 
•[Alias.  Custance  !  thou  hast  no  cham- 

pkmn, 

Ne  fighte  kanstow  noght,  so  weylawayl 
But  he  that  starf  for  our  redempciown, 
And  boond  Sathan,  and  yet  lith  ther 

he  lay, 

So  be  thy  stronge  champion  this  day!  5S 
ffor,.  but  if  Crist  open  myracle  kithe, 
Withouten  gilt  thou  shalt  be  slayn  a& 

swithe. 
She   sit   hir(e)    doun   on  knees,   and 

thus    she    sayde  : 
i   'Immortal  God!  that  sauedest  Susanne 
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[B  640—666] 
60  ffr6    fals    blame,    and    thou,    merciful 

mayde, 

Mary  I  meene,  doghter  to  Seint  Anne, 
Bifore      whos     child     angeles      synge 

'Osanne' ! 

If  I   be  giltlees  of  this  felonye, 
My  socour   be! — for  ellis   shal   I   dye.' 
65       Haue  ye  nat  seyn  som-tyme  a  pale 

face, 
Among  a  prees,   of  hym  J)at  hath  be 

lad 
Toward  his  deeth,  wher-as  hym  gat  no 

grace, 
And  swich  a   colour  in   his  face  hath 

had, 
Men  myghte  knowe  his  face,  that  was 

bistad, 

70  Amonges  alle  the  faces  in  that  route? 
So  stant  Custance,   and  looketh   hir(e) 

aboute. 

O   gueenes,    lyuynge   in   prosperitee, 

Duchesses,  and  ye  ladyes,  euerichone, 

Haueth  som  routhe  on  hir  aduersitee! 

75  An    emperoures    doghter    stant    allone, 

She  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  hir 

mone — 
O    blood    roial,    that    stondest    in    this 

drede, 
ffer    been    thy    freendes    at    thy   grete 

nedel 
This  Alia  kyng  hath  swich  compas- 

sioun, 

80  As   gentil   herte   is   f ulfild   of   pitee, 
That   from   hise   [ejye'n   ran   the  water 

doun. 
*Now  hastily  do  fecche  a  book,'  quod 

he, 
"And   if  this   knyght  wol   sweren   how 

J>at   she 
This    womman    slow,    yet    wol    we    vs 

auyse 
35  Whom    J>at    we    wole    that    shal    been 

oure  iustise.' 
A  Britown  book,  written  with  Euaun- 

giles, 


[B  667-694] 

Was  fet,   and  on  this   book  he  swoor 

anoon 

She  gilty  was,  and  in  the  meene  whiles 
An  hand  hym  smoot  vpon  the  nekke- 

boon, 

That   doun   he   fil   atones   as   a  stoon,  90 
And  bothe  his  [ejye'n  broste  out  of  his 

face 

In  sighte  of  euery-body  in  that  place. 
If  A   voys   was   herd   in   general  au 
dience, 
And    seyde,    'Thou    hast    desclaundred 

giltelees 
The  doghter  of  hooly  chirche  in  heigh  95 

presence ! 
Thus  hastou  doon,  and  yet  holde  I  my 

pees.' 
Of    this    meruaille    agast    was    al    the 

prees; 

As  mazed  folk  they  stoden  euerichone 
ffor    drede   of   wreche,    saue    Custance 

allone. 
^[  Greet  was  the  drede  and  eek  the  00 

repentance 
Of   hem   that   hadden  wrong[e]    suspe- 

cioun 

Vpon   this    sely   innocent    Custance, 
And   for   this   miracle,   in   conclusion, 
And  by  Custances  mediaciown 
The  kyng  and   many~another  in  that  05 

place 
Conuerted     was,     thanked     be    Cristes 

grace ! 
^[This  false  knyght  was  slayn  for  his 

vntrouthe 

By  auggement  of  Alia,  hastifly, 
And  yet  Custance  hadde  of  his  deeth 

greet    routhe. 

And   after   this    Ihesus,   of   his   mercy,   10 
Made  Alia  wedden  ful  solempnely 
This  hooly  mayde [n],  that  is  so  bright 

and  sheene, 
And  thus  hath  Crist  ymaad  Custance  a 

queene. 
But  who  was  woful,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
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[B  695-722] 
15  Of  this  weddyng  but  Donegild  and  na- 

mo, 

The  kynges  mooder,  ful  of  tirannye? 
Hire  thoughte  hir  cursed  herte  brast 

atwo; 

She  wolde  noght  hir  sone  had  do  so; 
Hire  thoughte  a  despit  that  he  sholde 

take 

20  So  strange  a  creature  vn-to  his  make. 
^[Me  list  nat  of  the  chaf  or  of  the 

stree 

Maken  so  long  a  tale  as  of  the  corn. 
•What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  roialtee 
At  manages,  or  which  cours  goth  bi- 

forn? 
25  Who  bloweth  in  the  trumpe  or  in  an 

horn? 

The  fruyt  of  euery  tale  is  for  to  seye: 
They  ete,  and  drynke,  and  daunce,  and 

synge,  and  pleye. 
They  goon  to  bedde,  as  it  was  skile 

and   right; 
ffor    thogh    J>at    wyues    be    ful    hooly 

thynges, 

30  They  moste  take  in  pacience  at  nyght 
Swiche    [manere]    necessaries    as    been 

plesynges 
To   folk   J>at    han   ywedded    hem   with 

rynges, 

And  leye  a  lite  hir  hoolynesse  aside 
As  for  the  tyme,  it  may  no  bet  bitide. 
35  On  hir(e)  he  gat  a  Tcnaue  child  anon, 
And  to  a  bisshop  and  his  constable  eke 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepe  whan  he  is 

gon 
To    Scotlondward,    his    foomen   for   to 

seke. 
Now  faire  Custance,  that  is  so  humble 

and  meke, 
40  So  longe  is  goon  with  childe,  til  that 

stille 
She  halt  hir  chambre,  abidyng  Cristes 

wille. 
The  tyme  is  come  a  knaue  child  she 

beer; 


[B  723-747J 
Mauricius   at   the   fontstoon   they   hym 

calle. 
This    constable    dooth    forth    come    a 

wessageer, 
And  wroot  vn-to  his  kyng,  that  cleped  45 

was    Alle, 

How  that  this  blisful  tidyng  is  bifalle, 
And    othere   tidynges    spedeful   for    to 

seye. 
He    taketh    the    lettre,    and    forth    he 

gooth  his  weye. 
^[This  wessager,  to  doon  his  auant- 

age, 

Vn-to  the  kynges  mooder  rideth  swithe,  50 
And    salueth    hir(e)    ful    faire    in    his 

langage  : 
'Madame/   quod  he,   'ye  may  be  glad 

and  blithe, 
And  thanketh   God  an  hundred  thou 

sand    sithe  ! 
My  lady  queene  hath  child,  with-outen 

doute, 
To    ioye   and    blisse   to    al   this   regne  55 

aboute. 
Lo,    heere   the   lettres   seled   of  this 

thyng, 
That  I  moot  bere  with  al  the  haste  I 

may! 
If  ye  wol  aught  vn-to  youre  sone  the 


I   am  youre  seruant,  bothe  nyght  and 

day.' 
Donegild   answerde,    'As    now    at    this  60 

tyme,    nay; 
But  heere  al  nyght  I  wol  thou  take  thy 

reste  ; 
To-morwe   wol    I    seye   thee    what   me 

leste.' 
This  Twessager  drank  sadly  ale  and 

wyn, 

And  stolen  were  hise  lettres  pryuely 
Out   of   his    box,    whil    he   sleep   as   a  65 

swyn; 

And  countrefeted  was  ful  subtilly 
Another  lettre,  wroght  ful  synfully, 
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[B  748-778] 

Vn-to  the  kyng  direct  of  this  mateere 

ffro  his  constable,  as  ye  shal  after  heere. 

70        The  lettre  spak,  'the  queene  deliuered 

was 

Of  so  horrible  a  feendly  creature, 

That  in  the  castel  noon  so  hardy  was, 

That    any    while    dorste    ther    endure. 

The  mooder  was   an  elf,   by  auenture 

75  Ycome[n],  by  charmes,  or  by  sorcerie, 

And    euerich    hateth    hir    cornpaignye.' 

Wo    was    this    kyng    whan    he    this 

lettre  had  sayn, 
But  to   no  wight   he   tolde   his  sorwes 

soore, 

But  of  his  owene  hand  he  wroot  agayn : 
80  'Wei-come  the  sonde  of  Crist  for  euere- 

moore 

To  me,  that  am  now  lerned  in  his  loore ! 
Lord,    wel-come    be    thy    lust    and    thy 

plesa^mce ! 

My  lust  I  putte  al  in  thyn  ordinawnce. 

Kepeth  this  child,  al  be  it  foul  or  feir, 

85  And    eek    my    wyf    vn-to    myn    hoom- 

comynge. 

Crist,   whan   hym   list,    may   sende   me 
an  heir 
Moore   agreable   than   this   to   my  lik- 

ynge.' 

This  lettre  he  seleth,  pryuely  wepynge, 

Which  to  the  wessager  was  take  soone, 

90  And  forth  he  gooth — ther  is  na-moore 

to    doone. 

O  wessager,  f ulf ild  of  dronkenesse !  f ) 
Strong  is  thy  breeth,  thy  lymes  faltren 

ay. 

And   thou   biwreyest   alle   secreenesse ; 
Thy   mynde   is   lorn,   thou   ianglest   as 

a  iay, 

95  Thy  face  is  turned  in  a  newe  array! 
Ther  dronkenesse  regneth  in  any  route, 
Ther    is    no    cOnseil    hyd,    with-outen 

doute. 

O  Donegild !     I   ne  haue  noon  eng- 
lissh  digne 


[B  779-805] 

Vn-to    thy    malice    and    thy    tirannye; 
And    therfore    to     the    feend     I     thee  0< 

resigne, 

Lat   hym  enditen   of  thy  traitorie! 
ffy,    mannyssh,    fy! — o    nay,    by    God, 

I  lye! 
ffy,    feendlych    spirit !    for    I    dar    wel 

telie, 
Thogh  thou  heere  walke,  thy  spirit  is 

in  helle. 
^[This  messager  comth  fro  the  kyng  0 

agayn, 
And  at  the  kynges  moodres   court  he 

lighte, 

And  she  was  of  the  wessageer  ful  fayn, 
And   plesed   hym    in   al   that   euer   she 

myghte. 
He   drank,   and   wel   his   girdel   vnder- 

pighte ; 
He    slepeth,    and    he    fnorteth    in    his  1 

gyse 

A'l[l]   nyght,   til   the   sonne   gan  aryse. 

Eft  were  hise  lettres  stolen  euerychon, 

And  counterfeted  lettres  in  this  wyse: 

'The    king    comandeth    his     constable 

anon, 
Vp  peyne  of   hangyng   and   on  heigh  1 

iuyse, 

That  he  ne  sholde  suffren  in  no  wyse 

Custance  in-with  his  reawme  for  tabyde 

Thre  dayes  and  o  quarter   of  a  tyde. 

But   in  the   same   ship   as   he   hir(e) 

fond, 
Hir(e)  and  hir  yonge  sone,  and  al  hir  2 

geere 
He    sholde    putte,    and    croude    hir(e) 

fro  the  lond, 
And  chargen  hir(e)  she  neuer  eft  coome 

theere.' 
O    my   Custance!    wel   may   thy   goost 

haue  feere, 
And   slepynge   in   thy   dreem    been   in 

penance, 
Whan  Donegild  caste  al  this  ordinance.  2 
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[B  806-833] 

^[This    raessager    on    morwe    whan 

he  wook, 

Vn-to  the  castel  halt  the  nexte  way, 
And  to  the  constable  he  the  lettre 

took. 

And  whan  Jiat  he  this  pitous  lettre  say, 

30  fful  ofte  he  seyde  'Alias  and  weylaway !' 

'Lord   Crist,'   quod   he,    'how   may  this 

world    endure  ? 

So  ful  of  synne   is   many~a  creature! 
*[O  myghty  God!  if  that  it  be  thy 

wille, 
Sith  thou  art  rightful  iuge,  how  may  it 

be 
35  That    thou    wolt    suffren    mnocentz    to 

spille, 
And  wikked  folk  regne[n]  in  prosperi- 

tee? 

O  goode  Custance!  Alias,  so  wo  is  me 
That  I  moot  be  thy  tormentour,  or  deye 
On  shames  deeth — ther  is  noon  oother 

weye !' 
40       *|fWepen   bothe  yonge  and  olde   in 

al  that  place, 
Whan  J)at  the  kyng  this  cursed  lettre    | 

sente, 

And  Custance,  with  a  deedly  pale  face, 
The  ferthe  day  toward  the  ship  she 

wente. 
But  nathelees  she  taketh  in  good  en-   I 

tente 
45  The  wyl  of  Crist,  and  knelynge  on  the 

stronde, 
She  seyde,  'Lord,  ay  wel-come  be  thy 

sonde  1 

He  that  me  kepte  fro  the  false  blame, 
While  I  was  on  the  lond  amonges  yow, 
He  kan  me  kepe  from  harm  and  eek 

fro    shame 

50  In  salte  see,  al-thogh  I  se  noght  how. 
As  strong  as  euere  he  was,  he  is  yet 

now; 
In    hym   triste    I,    and   in   his   mooder   | 

deere, 
That    is   to   me   my   seyl  and  eek  my 

steere.' 


[B  834-861] 

Hir  litel  child  lay  wepynge  in  hir  arm, 
And    knelynge    pitously    to    hym    she  55 

seyde, 
'Pees,   litel  sone,   I   wol   do  thee  noon 

harm.' 
With  that  hir  couerchief  of   hir  heed 

she  breyde, 

And  ouer  hise  litel  [e]ye'n  she  itleyde, 
And  in  hir  arm  she  lulleth  it  ful  faste. 
And  in-to  heuene  hir(e)  [ejyen  vp  she  60 

caste. 
^ 'Mooder,'    quod   she,    'and   mayde 

bright,    Marie ! 
Sooth  is  that  thurgh  wommanes  egge- 

ment 
Man-kynde  was  lorn,  and  damned  ay  to 

dye, 
ffor  which  thy   child  was   on  a  croys 

yrent — 
Thy    blisful    [ejye'n    sawe    al    his    tor-  65 

ment — 

Thanne  is  ther  no  comparison  bitwene 

Thy  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  sustene. 

Thow  sawe  thy  child  yslayn  bifore 

thyne  [ejye'n, 
And    yet    now    lyueth    my    litel    child, 

parfay. 
Now,  lady  bright,  to  whom  alle  woful  70 

cryen, 
Thow    glorie~of    wommanhede,     thow 

faire  Jfay, 
Thow  hauen  of  refut,  brighte  sterre  of 

day! 

Rewe  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gentillesse 
Ruest   on    euery   reweful    in   distresse!      • 
f  O  litel  child!  alias,  what  is  thy  gilt,  75 
That   neuere   wroghtest   synne   as   yet, 

pardee  ? 
Why  wil   thyn   harde   fader   han  thee 

spilt  ? 

O  mercy,  deere  constable!'  quod  she, 
'As  lat  my  litel  child  dwelle  heer  with 

thee, 
And  if  thou  darst  nat  sauen  hym  fro  80 

blame, 
Yet  kysse  hym  ones  in  his  fadres  name !' 
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[B  862-886] 

Ther-with  she  looked  bakward  to  the 

londe, 
And      seyde,     '.Far[e]wel,      housbonde 

routhelees !' 
And  vp  she  rist,  and  walketh  doun  the 

stronde 
85  Toward   the  ship;   hire  folweth   al  the 

prees. 
And    euere    she    preyeth    hir    child   to 

holde  his  pees, 
And    taketh    hir    leue,    and    with    an 

hooly~entente 
She   blissed   hir(e),   and  in-to   ship  she 

wente. 

Vitailled  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  drede, 

90  Habundantly  for  hir(e),  ful  longe  space, 

And  othere  necessaries  that  sholde  nede 

She  hadde   ynogh,   heryed   be   Goddes 

grace ! 
ffor  wynd  and  weder,   almyghty   God, 

purchace, 
And    brynge   hir(e)    hoom! — I    kan    no 

bettre   seye, 
95  But   in  the  see  she   dryueth  forth  hir 

weye. 

^[ Explicit  secunda  pars*) 
*\\Sequitur   pars    tercia. 
Alia   the   kyng  comth   hoom   soone 

after  this 

Vn-to  his  castel,  of  the  which  I  tolde, 
And    asketh    where    his    wyf    and    his 

child  is. 
The    constable    gan   aboute    his    herte 

colde, 
00  And    pleynly   al    the    manere    he    hym 

tolde, 
As    ye    han    herd — I    kan    telle    it    no 

bettre—, 
And  sheweth  the  kyng  his  seel  and  his 

lettre  ; 

And  seyde,  'Lord,  as  ye  comanded  me 
Vp   peyne   of   deeth,   so   haue    I   doon 

certein.' 

05  This  wessager  tormented  was  til  he 
Moste    biknowe,    and    tellen    plat    and 
pleyn, 


[B  887-915] 
ffro  nyght  to  nyght,  in  what  place  he 

had  leyn. 

And  thus  by  wit  and  swbtil  enquerynge 
Ymagined  was  by  whom  this  harm 

gan  sprynge. 
^[The  hand  was  knowe  that  the  lettre  10 

wroot, 

And  al  the  venym  of  this  cursed  dede, 
But  in  what  wise,  certeinly  I  noot. 
Theffect  is  this,  J)at  Alia,  out  of  drede, 
His  mooder  slow — that  may  men  pleyn 
ly  rede — 

ffor  J>at  she  traitour  was  to  hir  ligeance.  15 
Thus  endeth  olde  Donegild  with  mes- 

chance. 
The  sorwe  that  this  Alia  nyght  and 

day 
Maketh  for  his  wyf  and  for  his  child 

child  also, 

Ther    is    no    tonge   that    it   telle    may. 
But    now    wol    I    vn-to    Custance    go,  20 
That  fleteth  in  the  see,  in  peyne  and  wo, 
ffyue  yeer  and  moore,  as  liked  Cristes 

sonde, 
Er   that  hir  ship  approched   vn-to  the 

londe. 

^[Vnder  an  hethen  castel  atte  laste, 
Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  noght  25 

I   fynde, 
Custance  and  eek  hir  child  the  see  vp- 

caste. 
Almyghty    God,    that    saued    al    man- 

kynde ! 
Haue  on  Custance  and  on  hir  child  som 

mynde, 

That  fallen  is  in  hethen  hand  eft-soone, 
In  point  to  spille,  as  I  shal  telle  yow  30 

soone. 
*[Doun    fro    the    castel    comth    ther 

many^a   wight 

To  gauren  on  this  ship  and  on  Custance. 
But,  shortly,  from  the  castel  on  a  nyght 
The  lordes  styward — God  yeue  him 

meschance ! — 
A     theef    that     hadde     reneyed     oure  35 

creance. 
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IB  916-943] 

Cam[e]  in-to  [the]  ship  allone,  and  seyde 

he    sholde 
Hir  lemman  be,  wher-so  she  wolde  or 

nolde. 
^[Wo    was   this    wrecched   womman 

tho   bigon — 

Hir  child  cride,  and  she  cride  pitously. 
40  But    blisful    Marie    heelp    hir(e)    right 

anon; 
ffor  with  hir  struglyng  wel  and  mygh- 

tily 

The   theef  fil   ouer   bord   al  sodeynly, 
And  in  the  see  he  dreynte  for  venge 
ance; 
And  thus  hath   Crist  vnwemmed  kept 

Custance. 
45       O    foul?    lust    of    luxurie,    lo,    thyn 

endel  [^[  Auctor 

Nat  oonly  that  thou  feyntest   mannes 

mynde,f) 

But  verraily  thou  wolt  his  body  shende. 
Thende  of  thy  werk  or  of  thy  lustes 

blynde 
Is  compleynyng;  hou   many~oon  may 

men  fynde 
50  That  noght  for  werk  som-tyme,  but  for 

thentente 
To  doon  this  synne,  been  outher  slayn 

or  shente ! 
How  may  this  wayke  womman  han 

this  strengthe 

Hir(e)  to  defende  agayn  this  renegat? 
O    Golias !  vnmesurable   of  lengthe, 
55  Hou  myghte  Dauid  make  thee  so  maat  ? 
So   yong  and   of  armure   so   desolaat, 
Hou  dorste  he  looke  vp-on  thy  dred- 

ful  face? 
Wel  may  men  seen  it  nas  but  Goddes 

grace. 

Who  yaf  ludith  corage  or  hardy nesse 

60  To  sleen  hym,  Olofernws,  in  his  tente, 

And  to  deliueren  out  of  wrecchednesse 

The    peple  of   God?    I    seye,   for  this 

entente, 
That,    right    as    God    spirit    of    vigour 

sente 


[B  944—971] 
To  hem,   and  saued  hem  out  of  mes- 

chance, 
So    sente    he    myght    and    vigour    to  65 

Custance. 
^[f forth    gooth    hir    ship    thurgh-out 

the  narwe  mouth 

Of  lubaltare  and  Septe,  dryuynge  alway, 
Som-tyme  West,  and  som-tym?  North 

and    South, 
And  som-tyme  Ust,  ful   many~a  wery 

day, 
Til    Cristes    mooder — blessed    be     she  70 

ay!- 
Hath  shapen,  thurgh  hir  endelees  good- 

nesse, 

To  make  an  ende  of  al  hir  heuynesse. 
Now  lat  vs  stynte  of  Custance  but 

a  throwe, 

And  speke  we  of  the  Romayn  emperour, 
That  of  Surrye  hath  by  lettres  knowe  75 
The  slaughtre  of  cristen  folk  and  dis 
honour 

Doon  to  his  doghter  by  a  fals  traytour, 
I  mene  the  cursed  wikked  sowdanesse, 
That  at  the  feeste  leet  sleen  both? 

moore  and  lesse; 
ffor  which  this  emperour  hath  sent  80 

anon 

His   senatour,   with  roial  ordinance, 
And    othere   lordes,    God   woot,    many 

oon, 

On  Surryens  to  taken  heigh  vengeance. 
They  brennen,  sleen,  and  brynge  hem 

to    meschance 
Ful  many~a  day;   but  shortly,  this  is  85 

thende : 
Homward  to  Rome  they  shapen  hem 

to    wende. 
^[This   senatour  repaireth  with  vic- 

torie 

To  Rome-ward,  saillynge  ful  roially, 
And  mette  the  ship  dryuynge,  as  seith 

the   storie, 

In  which  Custance  sit  ful  pitously.       90 
N6-thyng  knew  he  what  she  was,  ne 

why 
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6.  The  Mamies  Tale  of  Lawe. 


5392—5447 


[B  972—1001] 

She  was  in  swich  array,  ne  she  nyl  seye 

Of  hir  estaat,  a/-thogh  she  sholde  deye. 

He  bryngeth  hir(e)  to  Rome,  and  to 

his  wyf 

95  He  yaf  hir(e),  and  hir  yonge  sone  also, 
And  with  the   senatour  she   ladde  hir 

lyf. 

Thus  kan  oure  Xady  bryngen  out  of  wo 
Woful  Custance  and  many^another  mo. 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that 

place 

00  In  hooly  werkes  euere,  as  was  hir  grace. 

The   senatoures   wyf  hir  aunte   was, 

But  for  al[l]  that  she  knew  hir(e)  neuer 

the  moore. 

I  wot  no  lenger  tarien  in  this  cas, 
But  to  kyng  Alia,  which  I  spake  of 

yoore, 
05  That   wepeth  for   his   wyf,   and  siketh 

soore, 

I  wol  retourne,  and  lete  I  wol  Custance 
Vnder  the  senatoures   gouernance. 
Kyng    Alia,    which    that    hadde    his 

mooder  slayn, 

Vp-on   a  day  fil  in  swich  repentance, 

10  That,  if  I  shortly  tellen  shal  and  playn, 

To  Rome  he  comth  to  receyue[n]  his 

penance, 

And  putte  hym  in  the  popes  ordinance, 
In  heigh  and  logh,  and  Ihesu  Crist 

bisoghte 
fforyeue    hise    wikked    werkes    J)at    he 

wroghte. 
15       1[The  fame  anon  thurgh-out  the  toun 

is    born, 
How   Alia  kyng   shal   come[n]   on  pil- 

grymage, 
By  herbergeours  that  wenten  hym  bi- 

forn; 

ffor  which  the  senatour,  as  was  vsage, 
Rood  hym  agayns,  and  many^of  his 

lynage, 

20  As  wel  to  shewe[n]  his  heighe  magni 
ficence 
As    to    doon    any    kyng    a    reuerence. 


[B  1002—10273 

^f  Greet  cheere  dooth  this  noble  sena 
tour 

To   kyng  Alia,    and   he   to   hym   also, 
Euerich    of    hem    dooth    oother    greet 

honour; 
And  so  bifel  that,  in   [with]  a  day  or  25 

two, 

This    senatour   is   to   kyng   Alia   go 
To    feste,    and    shortly,    if    I    shal   nat 

lye, 

Custances  sone  wente  in  his  compaignye. 
^[Some  men  wolde  seyn,  at  requeste 

of  Custance 
This    senatour   hath   lad   this   child   to  30 

f  eeste ; 

I  may  nat  tellen  euery  circumstance — 
Be   as    be   may — ther    was    he   at   the 

leeste. 
But  sooth  is  this,  that,  at  his  moodres 

heeste, 

Biforn  Alia,  durynge  the  metes  space, 
The  child  stood  lookynge  in  the  kynges  35 

face, 
f  This  Alia  kyng  hath  of  this  child 

greet    wonder, 

And   to  the   senatour   he   seyde  anon, 
'Whos  is  that  faire  child  that  stondeth 

yonder  ?' 
'I  noot,'  quod  he,  'by  God  and  by  seint 

lohn! 
A    mooder    he    hath,    but    fader    hath  40 

he  noon 
That    I    of   woot.'     And   shortly,    in   a 

stounde, 
He  tolde  Alia  how  that  this  child  was 

founde. 
'But,  God  woot,'  quod  this  senatour 

also, 

'So   vertuous    a    lyuere    in    my    lyf 
Ne   saugh   I   neuere  as  she,  ne  herde  45 

of   mo 
Of    worldly    wommen,    mayde,    ne    of 

wyf. 
I    dar   wel    seyn    hire    hadde   leuere   a 

knyf 
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6.  The  Mannes  Tale  of  Lawe. 


109 


[B  1028—1055] 

Thurgh-out  hir  brest  than  ben  a  worn- 
man  wikke; 
There  is  no  man  koude   brynge  hir(e) 

to    that    prikke.' 
50       ^Now  was  this  child  as  lyk[e]  vn-to 

Custance 

As    possible   is    a    creature    to    be. 
This  Alia  hath  the  face  in  remembrance 
Of  dame  Custance,  and  ther-on  mused 

he 
If  that  the  childes  mooder  were  aught 

she 

55  That  is  his  wyf,  and  pryuely  he  sighte, 
And  spedde  hym  fro  the  table  that  he 

myghte. 
'Pariay,'  thoghte  he,  'fantome  is  in 

myn    heed ! 

I    oghte   deme,    of   skilful    iuggement, 

That  in  the  salte  see  my  wyf  is  deed.' 

60  And  afterward  he  made  his  argument: 

'What  woot  I  if  that  Crist  haue  hyder 

ysent 
My  wyf   by  see,    as   wel   as  he   hir(e) 

sente 
To   my   contree   fro   thennes   that   she 

wente  ?' 
And  after  woon,  hoom  with  the  sena- 

tour 
65  Goth    Alia    for    to    seen    this    wonder 

chaunce. 

This  senatour  dooth  Alia  greet  honour, 
And  hastifly  he  sente  after  Custaunce; 
But  trusteth  weel  hir(e)  liste  nat  to 

daunce 
Whan  J>at  she  wiste  wherfore  was  that 

sonde ; 
70  Vnnethe    vp-on    hir    feet    she    myghte 

stonde. 
^[Whan   Alia   saugh   his   wyf,    faire 

he   hir(e)   grette, 

And  weep,  that  it  was  routhe  for  to  see  ; 
ffor  at  the  firste  look  he  on  hir(e) 

sette 

He  knew  wel  verraily  that  it  was  she; 
75  And  she  for  sorwe  as  doumb  stant  as 

a  tree: 


[B  1056—1085] 

So  was  hir  herte  shet  in  hir  distresse, 
Whan  she  remembred  his  vnkynde- 

nesse. 
Twyes    she   swowned   in   his    owene 

sighte; 

He  weep,  and  hym  exeuseth  pitously: 
'Now  God,'  quod  he,  'and  hise  halwes  80 

brighte 

So  wisly  on  my  soule  as  haue  mercy, 
That  of  youre  harm  as  giltelees  am  I 
As  is  Maurice,  my  sone,  so  lyk  youre 

face— 
Elles  the  feend  me  fecche  out  of  this 

place !' 
«|[Long    was   the    sobbyng   and    the  85 

bitter    peyne 

Er  that  hir  woful  hertes  myghte  cesse. 
Greet  was  the  pitee  for  to  heere  hem 

pleyne, 
Thurgh    whiche    pleintes    gan    hir    wo 

encresse. 

I  praye  yow  alle  my  labour  to  relesse — 
I  may  nat  telle  hir  wo  vn-til  to-morwe,  90 
I  am  so  wery  for  to  speke  of  sorwe. 
But  finally  whan  that  the  sothe  is 

wist 

That  Alia  giltelees  was  of  hir  wo, 
I   trowe  an  hundred  tymes  been  they 

kist, 
And  swich  a  blisse  is  ther  bitwix  hem  95 

two, 
That,  saue  the  ioye  that  lasteth  euere- 

mo, 

Ther  is  noon  lyk  that  any  creature 
Hath  seyn  or  shal,  whil  J>at  the  world 

may  dure. 
Tho     preyde     she     hir     housbonde 

mekely, 

In  relief  of  hir  longe  pitous  pyne,         00 
That  he  wolde  preye  hir  fader  specially, 
That  of  his  magestee  he  wolde  enclyne 
To  vouche-sauf  som  day  with  hym  to 

dyne; 
She  preyde  hym  eek  he  wolde  by  no 

weye 
Vn-to  hir  fader  no  word  of  hir(e)  seye.  05 
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6.  The  Mannes  Tale  of  Lawe. 
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[B  1086—1115] 

^[Some    men    wold?    seyn    how    |)at 

the  child  Maurice 

Dooth  this  message  vn-to  this  emperour. 
But,  as  I  gesse,  Alia  was  nat  so  nyce 
To  hym  that  was  of  so  souereyn  ho 
nour 

10  As  he  that  is  of  cristen  folk  the  flour 
Sende  any  child,  but  it  is  bet  to  deeme 
He  wente  hym-self,  and  so  it  may  wel 

seeme. 
^[This  emperour  hath  graunted  gen- 

tilly 

To  come,  to  dyner,  as  he  hym  bisoughte, 
15  And  wel  rede    I,    he   looked  bisily 
Vp-on   this  child,   and  on   his   doghter 

thoghte. 

Alia  goth  to  his  in,  and,  as  him  oghte, 

Arrayed   for   this    feste    in    euery   wise 

As  ferforth  as  his  konnyng  may  suffise. 

20       IF  The    morwe    cam,    and    Alia    gan 

hym  dresse, 
And    eek    his    wyf,    this    emperour    to 

meete, 
And   forth   they   ryde    in   ioye   and  in 

gladnesse. 
And  whan  she  saugh  hir  fader  in  the 

strete, 
She  lighte   doun,   and   falleth   hym  to 

feete. 
25  'ffader,'  quod  she,   'youre  yonge  child 

Custance 

Is  now  ful  clene  out  of  youre  remem 
brance. 
I  am  youre  doghter  Custance,'  quod 

she, 

'That  whilom  ye  han  sent  vn-to  Surrye; 

It  am  I,  fader,  that  in  [the]  salte  see 

30  Was  put  allone,  and   dampned  for  to 

dye. 

Now,  goode  fader,  mercy  I  yow  crye. 
Sende  me  namoore  vn-to  noon  hethe- 

nesse, 
But    thonketh    my   lord    heere    of    his 

kyndenesse !' 

^[Who  kan  the  pitous  ioye  tellen  al 
35  Bitwixe  hem  thre  syn  they  been  thus 
ymette  ? 


[B  1116—1145] 

But  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  shal — 
The  day  goth  faste — I  wol  no  lenger 

lette. 
This    glade   folk,    to    dyner    they    hem 

sette  ; 
In  ioye  and  blisse  at  mete  I  lete  hem 

dwelle 
A    thousand-foold    wel    moore    than    I  40 

kan    telle. 

^[This  child  Maurice  was  sithen  em 
perour 

Maad  by  the  pope,  and  lyued  cristenly; 
To  Cristes  chirche  he  dide  greet  honour. 
But    I   lete   al[l]   his   storie   passen   by. 
Of   Custance   is   my  tale  specially;          45 
In  the  olde  Romane  geestes  may  men 

fynde 

Maurices  lyf — I  bere  it  noght  in  mynde. 
*f[This  kyng  Alia,  whan  he  his  tyme 

say, 
With   his   Custance,   his   hooly  wyf  so 

sweete, 
To  Engelond  been  they  come  the  righte  50 

way, 

Wher-as  they  lyue  in  ioye  and  in  quiete. 
But  litel  while  it  lasteth,  I  yow  heete;f) 
Ioye  of  this  world  for  tyme  wol  nat 

abyde, 
ffro  day  to  nyght  it  changeth  as  the 

tyde. 
Who  lyued   euere   in   swich  delit  o  55 

dayf) 

That  hym  ne  moeued  outher  conscience, 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kynnes  affray, 
Enuye,  or  pride,  or  passion,  or  offence  ? 
I^ne  seye  but  for  this  ende  this  sent 
ence, 

That  litel  while  in  ioye  or  in  plesance  60 
Lasteth  the  blisse  of  Alia  with  Custance. 
ffor  deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh  and 

logh  his  rente, 
Whan  passed  was  a  yeer,  euene  as  I 

gesse, 
Out   of  this   world  this   kyng  Alia  he 

hente, 
ffor    whom    Custance    hath    ful    greet  65 

heuynesse. 


33 


5511.  Sente:   otte  $\l  (Sk.,  Gl.)   [bod)  Snfimtiu;   \.  5508].     29.  [the]  f.  L.  [001.  5250]. 
.  thonketh  E.D.,   thonke  He.,  etc.     44.  his]  this  He.D.P.     55.  o  E.,   oo  D.,   a  He.,  etc. 


57.  kynnes  (kenys)  E.G.,  maner  D.H.4,  kyn  He.,  etc.  (Sk.). 


5566—5582 


6.  The  Mannes  Tale  of  Lawe. 


in 


[B  1146—1163] 

Now    lat    vs    praye    to    God    his    soule 

blesse! 

And    dame    distance,    finally   to    seye, 
Toward    the    toun    of   Rome    goth    hir 

weye. 

*[To  Rome  is  come  this  hooly  crea 
ture, 
70  And  fyndeth  ther  hir(e)  freendes  hoole 

and  sounde. 

Now    is    she    scaped   al    hir    auenture, 
And    whan    J)at    she    hir    fader    hath 

yfounde, 
Doun    on    hir    knees    falleth     she     to 

grounde ; 
Wepynge     for     tendrenesse     in    herte 

blithe, 
75  She  heryeth  God  an  hundred  thousand 

sithe. 

^[1'n  vertu  and  hooly  almes-dede 
They  lyuen  alle,  and  neuere  a-sonder 

wende; 
Til[l]  deeth  departed  hem,  this  lyf  they 

lede. 
And  fareth  now  weel,  my  tale  is  at  an 

endel 
80  Now    Ihesu    Crist,    that   of   his    myght 

may  sende 

loye  after  wo,  gouerne  vs  in  his  grace, 
And  kepe  vs  alle  that  been  in  this  place  I 

Amen. 

^[Heere  endeth*)  the  tale  of  the  man 
of  Lawe. 

[(And)  here  bygynnej)  J)e  prologe 
of  the  sqwiere.**) 

Owre    oost    vpon    his    stiropes    stood 
anoon, 


[B  1164—1190] 
And  seyde,  'goode  men,  herkene])  euer- 

ych    on, 

This   was  a  thrifty  tale   for  joe   nones. 
Sire     parissche    prest,     quod     he,     for 

goddes  boones, 

Telle  vs  a  tale,  as  was  J)i  forward  yore.    (5) 
I    se  wel  J>at  ye   lerned  men  in  loore 
Can  moche  good,  by  goddes  dignete!' 
The  parson  him  answerde  'benedicitee! 
What    eylej)    {>e    man    so    synfully    to 

swere  ?' 
Oure    ost    answerde.     'O    lanekyn,    be  (10) 

ye   J>ere? 

I  smelle  a  lollere  in  J)e  wynd,'  quod  he. 
'how     goode    men,    quod    oure     host, 

herkenej)  me ! 

AbydeJ)    for    goddes    digne    passiown! 
ffor  we  schal  han  a  predicaciotm ; 
This   lollere  heer  wil   prechen  vs  som  (15) 

what.' 
'Nay,  by  my  fader  soule!  J>at  schal  he 

nat,' 
Seyde  J>e  Esquier,   'heer  schal  he  nat 

preche, 
He    schal    no    gospel    glosen    here    ne 

teche! 

We  leuew  alle  in  J)e  grete  god,'  quod  he. 
'he  wolde  sowen   som  difficulte  (20) 

Or  springen  Cokkel  in  oure  clene  corn, 
And  J)erfore,  oost,   I  warne  J>e  biforn. 
My  loly  body  schal  a  tale  telle, 
And    I    schal    clynken    ^ou    so    mery 

a   belle, 

That  I  schal  waken  al  J)is  compaignie.  (25) 
But   it   schal   not   ben   of   philosophic, 
Ne  Phislyas,  ne  termes  queinte  of  lawe, 
Ther  is   but  litel  latyn  in  my  mawe.] 
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7-  The  \Vyues  Tale  of  Bathe. 


5583—5627 


fD    1-20] 

HI.  Fragment  (D). 

7.  The  Wyues  Tale  of  Bathe. 

a)  ^[The  Prologe  of  the  Wyues  tale 
of  Bathe.*) 

Experience,    though    noon   auctoritee 
Were  in  this  world,  were  right  ynogh 

to    me 

85  To  speke  of  wo  that  is  in  manage. 
ffor,  lordynges,  sith  I   XII.  yeer  was  of 

age— 
Ythonked   be   God,    that   is    eterne   on 

lyue!— 
Housbondes    at    chirche-dore    I    haue 

had  fyue — 

ffor   I    so   often   haue   ywedded   bee — 

90  And  alle  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 

But  me  was  toold  certeyn— nat  longe 

agoon   is — 
That,  sith  that  Crist  ne  wente  neuere 

but  onis 

To   weddyng   in   the   Cane   of   Galilee, 
[f  In   Cana   Galilee 

By  the  same  ensample   laughte  he  me 

95  That  I  ne  sholde  wedded  be  but  ones.f) 

Herkne   eek  which   a  sharp   word  for 

the    nones 

Beside  a  welle  Ihesus,  God  and  man, 
Spak  in  repreeue  of  the  Samaritan. 
'Thou  hast  yhad  fyue  housbondes,' 

quod  he, 
00  'A'nd    that    man    the   which    J)at    hath 

now    thee, 
Is    noght   thy   housbonde' — thus   seyde 

*  he  certeyn. 
What    that    he    mente   ther-by,    I    kan 

nat  seyn. 


[D  21-45] 

But  J>at  I  axe,  why  that  the  fifthe  man 
Was  noon  housbonde  to  the  /Samaritan  ? 
How  manye  myghte  she  haue  in  mari-  0 

age?f) 

Yet  herde  I  neuere  tellen  in  myn  age 
Vpon  this   nombre   dif f inicioun ; 
Men   may  deuyne  and  glosen  vp  and 

doun. 

But   wel   I   woot  expres,   with-oute  lye, 
God  bad  vs  for  to  wexe  and  multiplye;f)   1 
That  gentil  text  kan  I  wel  vnderstonde. 
Eek  wel    I   woot  he   seyde  myn  hous 
bonde 
Sholde  lete  fader  and  moder,  and  take 

me, 

But  of  no  nombre  mencion  made  he, 
Of  bigamye  or  of  octogamye;  1 

Why  sholde  men  speke  of  it  vileynye? 
*[Lo,  heere  the  wise  kyng  dann  /Salo 
mon; 

I  trowc  he  hadde  wyues  mo  than  oon. 
As  wolde  God  it  were  leueful  vn-to 

me 

To  be  refresshed  half  so  ofte  as  he!  2 
Which  yifte  of  God  hadde  he  for  alle 

hise    wyuys ! 
No  man  hath  swich  J>at  in  this  world 

alyue  is. 
God  woot,  this  noble  kyng,  as  to  my 

wit, 

The  firste  nyght  had  many~a  myrie  fit 
With  ech  of  hem — so  wel  was  hym  on  2 

lyue. 
Yblessed  be  God  that  I  haue  wedded 

fyue! 

Welcome    the   sixte,    whan   that    euere 
he  shal! 
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y.  The  Wyues  Tale  of  Bathe. 


5628-5679  

[D  46-71] 

ffor  sothe,   I   wol  nat  kepe  me  chaast   j 

in   al;f) 
Whan  myn  housbonde  is  fro  the  world 

ygon, 

iO  Som  cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anon; 
ffor  thanne   thapostle   seith   Ipat   I   am 

freef) 
To  wedde,   a  Goddes   half,  wher(e)   it 

liketh   me. 
He    seith    that    to    be    wedded    is    no 

synne,f) 

Bet  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brynne.f) 
5  What  rekketh  me  thogh  folk  seye  viley- 

nye 

Of  shrewed  iameth  and  of  bigamyepf) 
I   woot   wel  Abra[ha]m  was  an  hooly 

man, 

And  lacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  kan, 
And  ech  of  hem  hadde  wyues  mo  than 

two, 

:0  And  many~another  hooly  man  also. 
Whanne  saugh  ye  euere,  in  any  maner 

age, 

That   hye   God  defended   manage 
By  expres  word  ?    I  praye  you  telleth 

me. 

Or  where  comanded  he  virginitee? 
:5  I   woot  as   wel  as   ye,   it  is  no   drede, 
Whan  thapostel  speketh  of  maydenhede, 
He   seyde   that    precept   ther-of   hadde 

he    noon  ; 
Men  may  conseille  a  womman  to  been 

oon, 

But  conseillyng   is  nat   comandement; 

>0  He  putte  it  in  oure  owene  iuggement. 

ffor  hadde  God  comanded  maydenhede, 

Thanne   hadde   he   dampned  weddyng 

with  the  dede; 
And   certein,   if  ther  were   no  seed  y- 

sowe, 


[D  72-97] 
Virginitee    wher-of    thanne    sholde     it 

growe  ? 
Poul    [ne]    dorste    nat    comanden    atte  55 

leestef) 
A  thyng  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

heeste. 

The  dart  is  set  vp  of  virginitee  :f) 
Cacche  who-so  may,  who  renneth  best 

lat   see! 
^[But  this  word  is  nat  take[n]  of  euery 

wight, 
But   ther-as    God   lust   gyue    it   of  his  60 

myght. 

I  woot  wel  the  Apostel  was  a  mayde; 
But    nathelees,    thogh    that    he    wroot 

and   seyde 
He  wolde  J)at  euery  wight  were  swich 

as  he,f) 

Al    nys    but    conseil   to   virginitee; 
And  for  to  been  a  wyf,  he  yaf  me  leue  65 
Of    'indulgence;    so    it    is    no    repreue 
To  wedde  me,   if  that  my  make  dye, 
With-outen    excepcion    of    Mgamye. 
Al   were   it  good   no  wommen  for  to 

touche,  f ) 
He    mente    as    in   his    bed    or   in   his  70 

couche  ; 
ffor    peril   is    bothe   fyr   and   tow   tas- 

semble — 
Ye    knowe    what    this    ensample    may 

resemble. 

This  is  al  and  som  that  virginitee 
Moore  profiteth  than  weddyng  in  frele- 

tee; 

ffreeltee  clepe  I,  but  if  that  he  and  she  75 
Wolde   ledew   al    hir   lyf    in    chastitee. 
^[1  graunte  it  wel  I  haue  noon  envie, 
Thogh  maydenhede  preferre  frigamye: 
Hem    liketh    to    be    clene,    body^and 

goost, 
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7.  The  Wyues  Tale  of  Bathe. 


5680—5729 


[D  98-123] 

30  Of  myn  estaat  I  nyl  nat  make  no  boost ; 
ffor  wel  ye  knowe:  a  lord  in  his 

houshold, 

He  nath  nat  euery  vessel  al  of  gold; 
Somme  been  of  tree,  and  doon  hir 

lord  seruyse. 
God    clepeth    folk    to   hym    in    sondry 

wyse, 
35  And    euerich    hath    of    God    a    propre 

yifte,f) 
Som    this,    som    that,    as    hym    liketh 

shifte. 

^[Virginitee    is   greet    perfeccion, 
And   continence   eek   with   deuocion.f) 
But  Crist,  that  of  perfeccion  is  welle, 
?0  Bad   nat  euery  wight  sholde   go  selle 
Al[l]  that  he  hadde,  and  gyue  it  to  the 

poore, 
And  in  swich  wise  folwe  hym  and  his 

foore. 

He  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  lyue  parfitly, 
And,  lordynges,  by  youre  leue,  that 

am   nat   I. 

?5  I  wol  bistowe  the  flour  of  al  myn  age 
In  the  actes  and  in  fruyt  of  mariage. 
^[Telle  me  also  to  what  conclusion 
Were  membres  [y]  maad  of  generacion  ? 
And  for  what  profit  was  a  wight 

ywroght  ? 
DO  Trusteth  right  wel,  they  were  nat  maad 

for  noght. 
Close    who-so    wole,    and    seye    bothe 

vp  and  doun 

That  they  were  maad  for  purgacioun 
Of  vryne,  and  oure  bothe  thynges  smale 
Were  eek  to  knowe  a  femele  from  a 

male, 
)5  And    for   noon    oother   cause — seye    ye 

no? 


[D  124—147] 
The    experience   woot   wel   it   is   noght 

so; 
So   that   the   clerkes   be    nat   with   me 

wrothe, 
I    seye  yis,    that   they   maJced  been  for 

bothe, 

This  is  to  seye,  for  office  and  for  ese 
Of  engendrure,  ther  we  nat  God  dis-  10 

plese. 
Why  sholde   men  elles  in   hir  bookes 

sette 
That    [a]   man   shal   yelde    to   his   wyf 

hir   dette? 
Now    wher-with    sholde    he    make    his 

paiement 

If  he  ne  vsed  his  sely  instrument? 
Thanne  were  they  maad  vp-on  a  crea-  15 

ture 

To  purge  vryne  and  eek  for  engendrure. 
^[But  I  seye  noght  hat  euery  wight 

is  holde, 

That  hath  swich  harneys  as  I  of  tolde, 
To  goon  and  vsen  hem  in  engendrure, 
Thanne  sholde  men  take  of  chastitee  no  20 

cure. 
Crist  was  a  mayde,  and  shapen  as  a 

man, 
And    many^a   seint,    sithen   the    world 

bigan; 

Yet  lyued  they  euere  in  perfit  chasti 
tee. 

I   nyl  nat   enuye  no  virginitee; 
Lat  hem  be  breed  of  pured  whete  seed,  25 
And  lat  vs  wyues  hoten  barly  breed; 
And  yet  with  barly  breed,   Mark  telle 

kan, 
Oure   .Lord   Ihesu   refresshed    many~a 

man. 
In  swich  estaat  as  God  hath  cleped  vs,f) 
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7.  The  Wyues  Tale  of  Bathe. 


[D  148-173] 


30 


40 


I  wol  perseuere,  I  nam  nat  precius. 
In  wyfhode  I  wol  vse  myn  instrument 
As  frely  as  my  makere  hath  it  sent. 
If  I  be  daungerous,  God  yeue  me 

sorwe ! 
Myn    housbonde    shal    it    haue    bothe 

cue   and    morwe, 
35  Whan  |)at  hym  list  come  forth  and  paye 

his  dette. 
An  housbonde  I  wol  haue — I   nyl  nat 

lette— 
Which  shal  be  bothe  my  dettour  and 

my   thral,f) 

And   haue   his    tribulacion   with-al 
Vp-on   his   flessh   whil   that    I   am   his 

wyf; 

I  haue  the  power  durynge  al  my  lyf 
Vp-on  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he: 
Right  thus  the  Apostel  tolde  it  vn-to 

me,f) 
And  bad  oure  housbondes  for  to  loue 

vs  weel; 

Al  this  sentence  me  liketh  euery-deel.' 

45  Vp  stirte  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon. 

'Now,   dame/   quod  he,    'by   God  and 

by  seint  lohn! 

Ye  been  a  noble  prechour  in  this  cas. 
I  was  aboute  to  wedde  a  wyf,  alias! 
What  sholde  I  bye  it  on  my  flessh  so 

deere  ? 
50  Yet  hadde  I  leuere  wedde  no  wyf  to- 

yeere.' 
*['Abyd[e],'  quod  she,  'my  tale  is  nat 

bigonne ! 
Nay,    thou    shalt    drynken   of   another 

tonne, 
Er  that  I  go,  shal  sauour(e)  wors  than 

ale. 

And  whan  J)at  I  haue  toold  forth  my  tale 
55  Of  tribulacion  that  is  in  mariage, 




~[D  174—199! 

Of  whic'h  I  am  expert  in  al  myn  age — 
This  to  seyn:   my-self  haue   been  the 

whippe — : 
Than  maystow  chese  wheither  thou  wolt 

sippe 

O'f   that    tonne   that    I    shal   abroche: 
Be  war  of  it  er  thou  to  ny  approche!  60 
ffor    I    shal    telle   ensamples    mo   than 

ten: 
"Who-so    J)at    nyl    be    war    by    othere 

men, 

By  hym  shul  othere  men  corrected  be :" 
The    same   wordes    writeth    P[ro]tholo- 

mee, 
Rede  [it]  in  his  Almageste,  and  take  it  65 

there  1' 
^['Dame,    I    wolde    prayew,    if    youre 

wyl  it  were,' 

Seyde    this    Pardoner,    'as    ye    bigan, 
Telle  forth  youre  tale,  spareth  for  no 

man, 
And    teche    vs    yonge    men    of    youre 

praktike !' 

«[ 'Gladly,'  sires,  sith  it  may  yow  like.  70 
But  yet  I  praye  to  al  this  compaignye, 
If  that  I  speke  after  my  fantasye, 
As  taketh  not  agrief  of  that  I  seye, 
ffor  myn  entente  nys  but  for  to  pleye. — 
NOw,   sire,   now  wol   I   telle  forth  my  75 

'  tale. 

As  euere  moote  I  drynken  wyn  or  ale, 
I   shal  seye  sooth  of  tho  housbondes 

foat]    I   hadde, 
As  thre  of  hem  were  goode,  and  two 

were  badde. 
The  thre  men  were  goode,  and  riche, 

and    olde; 

Vnnethe  myghte  they  the  statut  holde  80 
In  which  that  they  were  bounden  vn-to 

rne-f) 
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5782-5835 


[D  200— 225] 

Ye   woot   wel   what    I    meene   of   this, 

pardee. 
As   helpe  me    God,    I    laughe   whan   I    j 

thynke 
How    pitously    anyght    I    made    hem   j 

swynke ! 

85  And  by  my  fey!    I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor.   j 
They  had  me  yeue[n]  hir  lond  and  hir 

tresoor, 

Me  neded  nat  do  lenger  diligence 
To  wynne  hir  loue,  or  doon  hem  reuer- 

ence. 

They  loued  me  so  wel,  by  God  abouel 

90  That  I  ne  tolde  no  deyntee  of  hir  loue. 

A  wys  womman  wol  sette  hir(e)  euere 

in    oon 

To  gete  hir  loue  ther-as  she  hath  noon. 
But  sith  I  hadde  hem  hoolly  in  myn 

hond, 
And   sith   they   hadde   me   yeuen   al[l] 

hir  lond, 
95  What  sholde   I   taken   heede   hem*  for 

to  plese, 

But  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  ese  ? 
I  sette  hem  so  a-werke,  by  my  fey, 
That  many~a  nyght  they  songen  'weila- 

wey!' 

The  bacon  was  nat  fet  for  hem,  I  trowe, 
00  That  some  men  han  in  Essex(e)  at  Dun- 

mowe. 

I  gouerned  hem  so  wel  after  my  lawe. 
That  ech  of  hem  was  ful  blisful  and 

fawe 
To   brynge   me   gaye   thynges   fro  the 

/ayre. 
They   were   ful   glad   whan    I   spak  to 

hem  f aire ; 
05  ffor,   God  it  woot,    I   chidde  hem  spi- 

tously. 
^[Now   herkneth  hou   I   baar   me  pro- 

prely ! 
Ye  wise  wyues,  that  kan  vnderstonde, 


[D  226-253] 
(^f)  Thus    shul    ye    speke,    and    beren 

hem  on  honde; 

ffor  half  so  boldely  kan  ther  no  man 
Swerew  and  lyerc  as   kan  a  womman.  10 
I    seye   nat    this    by    wyues    J>at    been 

wyse, 

But  if  it  be  whan  they  hem  mysauyse. 
A'  wys  wyf,  if  that  she  kan  hir  good, 
Thai  berew  hym  on  hond:  the  cow  is 

wood, 

And  take  witnesse  of  hir  owene  mayde  15 
Of    hir   assent;    but    herkneth    how    I 

sayde : 

^['Sir(e)  olde  kaynard,  is  this  thyn  array? 
Why  is  my  neighebores  wyf  so  gay? 
She  is  honoured  ouer-al  ther  she  gooth, 
I  sitte  at  hoom,  I  haue  no  thrifty  20 

clooth. 

What  dostow  at  my  neighebores  hous? 
Is  she  so  fair?  artow  so  amorous? 
What    rowne    ye    with    oure    mayde  ? 

.Benedicite ! 

Sir(e)  olde  lecchour,  lat  thy  ^apes  be! 
And   if   I   haue   a   gossib  or  a  freend,  26 
With-outen    gilt     thou     chidest     as     a 

feend, 

If  that  I  walke  or  pleye  vn-to  his  hous. 
Thou  comest  hoom  as  dronken  as  a 

wous, 
And  prechest  on  thy  bench  with  yuel 

preef; 
Thou  seist  to  me,  "It  is  a  greet  mes-  30 

chief 
To     wedde     a     poure     womman     for 

costage ;" 

And  if  she  be  riche  and  of  heigh  pa- 
rage, 

Thanne  seistow,  "It  is  a  tormentrie 
To  soffre[n]  hir  pride  and  hir  malen- 

colie." 
And   if   that  she   be   fair,  thou  verray  35 

knaue ! 
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[D  254-278] 

Thou  seyst  that  euery  holour  wol  hir(e) 

haue. 

She  may  no  while  in  chastitee  abyde, 
That  is  assailled  vp-on  ech  a  syde. 
•[Thou  seyst  [that]  som  folk  desire[n] 

vs  for  richesse, 
40  Somme    for    oure    shap,    and    somme 

for   oure  fairnesse, 
And  somme  for  ^at  she  kan  synge  and 

daunce  ; 
And  somme  for  gentillesse   and   [som 

for]  daliaunce; 
Somme  for  hir  handes  and  hir  armes 

smale — 

Thus  goth  al  to  the  deuel  by  thy  talel 
45  Thou    seyst,    "Men    may    nat    kepe    a. 

castel-wal, 

It  may  so  longe  assailled  been  oueral." 
^"And  if  that  she  be  foul,  thou  seist 

that    she 

Coueiteth  euery  man  that  she  may  se; 
ffor  as  a  spaynel  she  wol  on  hym 

lepe, 
50  Til  J)at  she  fynde  som  man  hir(e)  to 

chepe. 
Ne  noon  so  grey  a  goos  gooth  in  the 

lake, 

A's,  seistow,  wol  been  with-oute  make. 
And  seyst,  "It  is  a  hard  thyng  for  to 

M'elde 
A  thyng  J)at  no  man  wol[e]  his  thankes 

helde." 
55  Thus  seistow,  lorel,  whan  thow  goost  to 

bedde, 
And  J)at  "no  wys  man  nedeth  for  to 

wedde, 
Ne     no     man     that     entendeth     vn-to 

heuene." 

With  wilde  thonder-dynt  and  firy  leuene 

Moote  thy  welked  nekke  be  to-broke! 

60  *[Thow  seyst   "that  droppyng  houses, 

and  eek  smoke. 


[D  279-303] 
And    chidyng    wyues    maken    men    to 

flee 
Out  of  hir  owene  hous[es]" — a!   bene- 

dicitee ! 
What  eyleth  swich  an  old  man  for  to 

chide? 
^[Thow  seyst  Q>at]  "we  wyues  wol  oure 

vices   hide 
Til    we    be   fast,    and   thanne   we   wol  65 

hem    shewe :" 
Wei    may   that    be    a    prouerbe    of   a 

shrewe. 
*[Thou    seist    J)at    "oxen,    asses,    hors, 

and    houndes, 

They  been  assayed  at  diuerse  stoundes; 
Bacyns,  lauours,  er  that  men  hem  bye, 
Spoones  and  stooles,  and  al  swich  hous-  70 

bondrye, 

And  so  been  pottes,  clothes,  and  array; 
But  folk  of  wyues  maken  noon  assay 
Til  they  be  wedded" — olde  dotard 

shrewe ! 
Thanne,    seystow,    we    wol   oure    vices 

shewe. 
^[Thou    seist    also    that    "it    displeseth  75 

me 

But  if  that  thou  wolt  preyse  my  beautee, 
And  but  thou  poure  alwey  vp-on  my 

face, 
And   clepe   me    'faire   dame*    in  euery 

place; 
And  but  thou  make  a  feeste  on  thilke 

day 
That  I  was  born,  and  make  me  fressh  80 

and    gay; 

And  but  thou  do  to  my  norice  honour, 
And  to  my  chamberere  with-inne  my 

bour, 

And  to  my  fadres  folk  and  hise  allyes" — 
Thus  seistow,  olde  barel  ful  of  lyesl 

yet    of    oure    apprentice    lane-  85 

kyn,f) 
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[D  304-327] 

ffor  his  crispe  heer,  shynynge  as  gold 

so  fyn, 
And  for  he  squiereth  me  bothe  vp  and 

doun, 

Yet  hastow  caught  a  fals  suspecioun: 
I  wol  hym  noght,  thogh  thou  were 

deed    tomorwe. 
90  ^[But    telle    me,    why    hydestow    with 

sorwe 

The  keyes  of  thy  cheste  awey  fro  me? 
It  is  my  good  as  wel  as  thyn,  pardee! 
What,  wenestow  [to]  make  an  ydiot  of 

oure  dame? 
Now  by  that  lord  that  called  is  seint 

lame! 
95  Thou  shall  nat  bothe,  though  thou  were 

wood, 
Be    maister   of    my    body~and    of   my 

good. 
That   oon   thou   shalt   forgo,    maugree 

thyne    [ejye'n! 
What   nedeth  thee  of  me  to  enquere 

or  spyen? 
I   trowe  thou  woldest  loke.    me  in  thy 

chiste. 
00  Thou    sholdest    seye,    "TFyf,    go    wher 

thee   liste, 
Taak    youre    disport  I    I    wol    leue    no 

talys, 
I   knowe  yow  for  a  trewe  wyf,  dame 

Alys." 
We   loue   no  man  that   taketh  keep[e] 

or   charge 
Wher  that  we  goon ;  we  wol  ben  at  oure 

large. 

05  f  Of  alle  men  yblessed   moote  he  be, 
The    wise    astrologien   Daun   P[ro]tho- 

lome, 
That    seith    this    prouerbe    in    his    Al- 

mageste : 

"Of  alle  men  his  wysdom  is  the  hyeste 
That  rekketh  neuere  who  hath  the 

world    in    honde."f) 


[D  328-352] 
By    this    prouerbe    thou    shalt    vnder-  10 

stonde : 
Haue  thou  ynogh,  what  thar  thee  recche 

or   care 

How  myrily  that  othere  folkes  fare? 
ffor  certeyn,  olde  dotard,  by  youre  leue, 
Ye  shul  haue  queynte  right  ynogh  at 

cue. 
He   is   to   greet   a   nygard   that  wolde  15 

werne 
A  man  to  lighte  his  candle  at  his  lan- 

terne. 
He   shal    haue    neuer   the   lasse   light, 

pardee ! 
Haue  thou  ynogh,  thee  thar  nat  pleyne 

thee! 
^[Thou  seist  also  J)at,  "if  we  make  vs 

gay 

With  clothyng  and  with  precious  array,  20 
That   it  is   peril  of  oure  chastitee." 
And  yet  with  sorwe  thou  most  enforce 

thee, 
And  seye  thise  wordes  in  the  Apostles 

name :  f) 
"In    habit,    maad    with    chastitee    and 

shame, 
Ye  wommen  shul  apparaille  yow,"  quod  25 

he, 
"And  noght   in  tressed   heer  and  gay 

perree, 
As    perles,    ne    with    gold,    ne    clothes 

riche." 

After  thy  text,  ne  after  thy  mbriche 
I  wol  nat  wirche  as  muchel  as  a  gnat, 
f  Thou  seydest  this,  that  I  was  lyk  a  30 

cat; 

"for  who-so  wolde  senge  a  cattes  skyn, 
Thanne  wolde  the  cat  wel  dwellen 

in  his  in; 
And   if   the    cattes   skyn    be   slyk   and 

gay, 
She   wol   nat   dwelle    in    house   half  a 

day. 
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[D  353-375] 
35  But  forth   she  wol[e],   er  any  day  be 

dawed, 
To  shewe  hir  skyn,  and  goon  a-cater- 

wawed;" 
This    is    to    seye:    if    I    be    gay,    sir(e) 

shrewe, 

I  wol  renne  out  my  borel  for  to  shewe. 
^[Sire  olde  fool,   what   eyleth  thee  to 

spyen  ? 
40  Thogh    thou    preye    Argus    with    hise 

hundred    [ejyen 

To  be  my  wardecors,  as  he  kan  best, 
In  feith,  he  shal  nat  kepe  me  but  me 

lest; 
Yet  koude  I  make  his  berd,  so  moote 

I    thee! 
^[Thou    seidest    eek    that    "ther    been 

thynges  thre,f) 
45  The   whiche   thynges   troublen  al   this 

erthe, 
A'nd    J)at   no    wight    may    endure   the 

ferthe." 
O    leeue    sir(e)    shrewe,    Ihesu    shorte 

thy  lyf! 
Yet  prechestow,  and  seyst  "an[d]  hateful 

wyf 
Yrekened    is    for    oon    of    thise    mes- 

chances." 

50  Been    ther    none    othere    of    thise    re 
semblances 

That  ye  may  likne  youre  parables  to, 
But  if  a  sely  wyf  be  oon  of  tho? 
^[Thou     likenest    wommenes    loue     to 

belle,  f) 
To  bareyne  lond,  ther  water  may  nat 

dwelle. 

55  *[Thou    liknest    it    also   to    wilde    fyr: 
The  moore  it   brenneth,  the   moore  it 

hath  desir 
To  consume [n]   euery-thyng  J>at   brent 

wol[e]    be. 


[D  376—397] 
Thou  seyest,   ".Right  as  wormes   shen- 

de[th]  a  tree,f) 
Right   so   a  wyf   destroyeth   hir   hous- 

bionde; 
This  knowe  they  that   been  to  wyues  60 

bonde." 
Lordynges,  right  thus  as  ye  haue  vnder- 

stonde 
Baar  I  stifly  myne  olde  housbondes  on 

honde 
That  thus  they  seyden  in  hir  dronker 

nesse ; 
And  al  was  fals,   but  that  I  took  wit- 

nesse 
On    lanekyn    and    on    my    wece    also.  65 

0  .Lord!   the  peyne   I   dide   hem  and 

the   wo 

fful  giltelees,  by  Goddes  sweete  pyne! 
ffor    as    an    hors    I    koude    byte    and 

whyne. 

1  koude  pleyne,   thogh   I   were  in  the 

gilt, 
Or    elles    often    tyme    hadde    I    been  70 

spilt. 
Who-so  that  first  to  mille  comth,  first 

grynt : 
I    pleyned    first,    so    was    oure    werre 

y-stynt. 
They  were  ful  glade  to  excuse[n]  hem 

blyue 
Of  thyng  of  which  they  neuere  agilte 

hir   lyue. 
^[Of  wenches  wolde  I   beren  hym  on  75 

honde, 
Wh'an  that  for  syk  vnnethes   myghte 

he  stonde; 

Yet   tikled    it    his    herte,    for   that    he 
Wende  JDat   I   hadde  of  hym  so  greet 

chiertee. 
I    swoor  }>at   al   my   walkynge  out  by 

nyghte 
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[D  398-425] 

Was  for  tespye  wenches  J)at  he  dighte. 

Vnder    that    colour    hadde    I    many^a 

myrthe ; 
ffor  al  swich  thyng  was  yetie[n]  vs  in 

oure  byrthe: 
Deceite,   wepyng,   spynnyng  God   hath 

ye'ue 
To   wommen   kyndely   whil   that   they 

may  lyue. 

85  And  thus  of  o  thyng   I   auaunte  me: 
Atte  ende   I   hadde  the   bettre  in  ech 

degree, 
By  sleighte,  or  force,  or  by  som  maner 

thyng, 

As  by  continued  murmur  or  grucchyng. 
Namely  abedde  hadden  they  mes- 

chaunce ; 
90  Ther  wolde   I   chide,   and  do  hem  no 

plesaunce.    , 

I  wolde  no  lenger  in  the  bed  abyde, 
If  that  I  felte  his  arm  ouer  my  syde, 
Til  he  had  maad  his  raunson  vn-to 

me; 
Thanne    wolde    I    suffre    hym    do    his 

nycetee. 
95  And   ther-fore   euery   man  this   tale   I 

telle— 
Wynne  who-so  may,   for  al   is   for  to 

selle ! 
With     empty    hand    men    may     none 

haukes  lure. 

ffor  wynnyng  wolde  I  al  his  lust  endure, 
And  make  me  a  feyned  appetit — 
00  And  yet  in  bacon  hadde  I  neuere  delit. 
That    made    me    that    euere    I    wolde 

hem  chide; 
ffor  thogh  the  pope  hadde  seten  hem 

biside, 
I   wolde   nat  spare  hem  at  hir  owene 

bord; 
ffor,  by  my  trouthe !  I  quitte  hem  word 

for    word, 

05  As  help(e)  me  verray  God  omnipotent! 
Though  I  right  now  sholde  make  my 

testament, 
I  ne  owe  hem  nat  a  word  J)at  it  nys 

quit; 


[D  426-455] 

I  broghte  it  so  aboute  by  my  wit, 
That  they  moste  yeue  it  vp  as  for  the 

beste, 

Or  elles  hadde  we  neuere  been  in  restei 
ffor  thogh  he  looked  as  a  wood  leon, 
Yet  sholde  he  faille  of  his  conclusion. 
^[Thanne  wolde  I  seye,  'Goode  lief, 

taak  keep, 
How    mekely    looketh     Wilkyn,     oure 

sheep! 
Com  neer  my  spouse,   lat   me  ba  thy 

cheke 1 

Ye  sholde  been  al  pacient  and  meke, 
And  han  a  sweete  spiced  conscience, 
Sith  ye  so  preche  of  lobes  pacience. 
Suffreth  alwey,  syn  ye  so  wel  kan 

preche, 
And  but  ye  do,  certein,   we  shal  yow 

teche 

That  it  is  fair  to  haue  a  wyf  in  pees. 
Oon  of  vs  two  moste  bowen,  doutelees, 
And  sith  a  man  is  moore  resonable 
Than  womman  is,  ye  moste  been  suf- 

frable. 
What  eyleth  yow  to  grucche  thus  and 

grone  ? 
Is   it   for   ye   wolde   haue   my  queynte 

allone  ? 

Wy,  taak  it  al!  lo,  haue  it  euery-deel! 
Peter!  I  shrewe  yow  but  ye  loue  it 

weel! 

ffor  if  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  chose, 
I  koude  walke  as  fressh  as  is  a  rose; 
But  I  wol  kepe  it  for  youre  owene 

tooth, 
Ye  be  to  blame — by  God,   I  seye  yow 

sooth ! 
^[Swiche  manere  wordes  hadde  we  on 

honde. 
Now  wol  I  speken  of  my  fourthe  hous- 

bonde. 

[^Of    the    condition    of    the 

fourthe  housbonde  of  this  goode 

wyf.  And  how  she  serucd  hym 
My  fourthe  housbonde  was  a  reuelour; 
This  is  to  seyn:  he  hadde  a  paramour, 
And  I  was  yong  and  ful  of  ragerye, 
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Stibourne   and   strong,    and   ioly   as   a 

pye. 
Wei    koude    I    daunce    to    an    harpe 

smale, 

40  And   synge   ywis   as   any   nyghtyngale, 
Whan    I    had    dronke   a    draughte    of 

sweete    wyn. 

Metellius,  the  foule  cherl,  the  swyn,f) 
That  with  a  staf  birafte  his  wyf  hir[e] 

lyf, 

ffor   she    drank   wyn;    thogh    I    hadde 

been  his  wyf, 
45  He   sholde    nat    han   daunted    me   fro 

drynke ! 

And  after  v/yn  on  Venus  moste  I  thynke. 
ffor  al-so  siker  as  cold  engendreth  hayl, 
A  likerous  mouth  moste  han  a  likerous 

tayl. 

In  wommen  vinolent  is  no  defence, 
50  This  knowen  lecchours  by  experience. 
fl"But,    -Lord    Crist!    whan    that    it    re- 

membreth    me 

Vp-on  my  yowthe,  and  on  my  iolitee, 
It  tikleth  me  aboute  myn  herte-roote! 
Vn-to  this  day  it  dooth  myn  herte 

boote 
55  That  I  haue  had  my  world  as  in  my 

tyme! 

But  age,  alias !  that  al  wol[e]  enuenyme. 
Hath  me  biraft  my  beautee  and  my 

pith. 
Lat  go!  far[e]-wel!  the  deuel  go  ther- 

with! 
The  flour  is  goon — ther  is  namoor?  to 

telle; 
60  The  bren,   as   I   best  kan,  now  moste 

I    selle; 

But  yet  to  be  right  myrie  wol  I  fonde. 
Now  wol  I  tellen  of  my  four  the  hous- 

bonde. 

^[1  seye  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despit 
That  he  of  any  oother  had  delit. 
65  But    he    was    quit,    by    God    and    ,by 

seint   loce ! 
I  made  hym  of  the  same  wode  a  croce; 


[D  485-513! 

Nat  of  my  body  in  no  foul  manere, 
But  certeinly,  I  made  folk  swich  cheere, 
That  in  his  owene  grece  I  made  hym 

frye 

ffor  anger  and  for  verray  ialousye. 
By  God!  in  erthe  I  was  his  purgatorie, 
ffor  which,  I  hope,  his  soule  be  in 

glorie. 
ffor,  God  it  woot,  he  sat  ful  ofte  and 

song, 
Whan   J>at   his    shoo   ful    bitterly   hym 

wrong. 
Ther  was  no  wight,  saue  God  and  he, 

J)at   wiste 

In  many  wise  how  soore  I  hym  twiste. 
He  deyde  whan  I  cam  fro  lerusalem, 
And  lith  ygraue  vnder  the  roode-beem, 
Al  is  his  tombe  noght  so  curyus 
As  was  the  sepulcre  of  hym,  Daryus, 
Which  that  Appelles  wroghte  sub- 

tilly-f) 

It  nys  but  wast  to  burye~hym  precious 
ly. 
Lat  hym  fare  wel !  God  yeue  his  soule 

reste ! 
He   is   now   in   his   graue   and   in  his 

cheste. 

[f  Of  the  fifthe  housbonde  of 

this   wyf.    and   hou   she   bar 

hir(e)   ayens  hym 

NOw  of  my  fifthe  housbonde,  wol  I  telle. 
God  lete  his  soule  neuere  come  in  helle ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  mooste' 

shrewe, 

That  feele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe, 
And  euere  shal  vn-to  myn  endyng  day. 
But  in  oure  bed  he  was  ful  fressh 

and   gay, 
And  ther-with-al  so  wel  koude  he  me 

glose, 

Whan  that  he  wolde  han  my  bele  chose, 
That,  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  euery 

bon, 

He  koude  wynne  agayn  my  loue  anon. 
I  trowe  I  loued  hym  best,  for  that  he 
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Was  of  his  loue  daungerous  to  me. 
We  wommen  han,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lye, 
In  this  matere  a  queynte  fantasye; 
Wayte  what  thyng  we  may  nat  lightly 

haue, 
Ther-after    wol    we    crie    al    day    and 

craue ; 

f f orbede  vs  thyng,  and  that  desiren  we ; 
Preesse  on  vs  faste,  and  thanne  wol 

we    fie. 

With  daunger  oute  we  al  oure  chaffare ; 
Greet  prees  at  warket  maketh  deere 

ware, 
And   to   greet   cheep   is   holde  at  litel 

prys: 
This   knoweth   euery   womman  that   is 

wys. 
If  My  fifthe  housbonde — God  his  soule 

blesse ! 
Which   J)at    I    took    for   loue    and   no 

richesse, 

He  som-tyme  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenford, 
And  hadde  left  scole,  and  wente  at 

horn    to    bord 
With    my    gossib    dwellynge    in    oure 

toun — 
God    haue    hir    soule! — hir    name    was 

Alisoun. 
She    knew    myn    herte    and    eek    my 

priuetee 
Bet  than  oure  parisshe-preest,  as  moote 

I  thee! 

To  hir(e)  biwreyed  I  my  conseil  al. 
ffor  hadde  myn  housbonde  pissed  on  a 

wal, 
Or  doon  a  thyng  J>at  sholde  han  cost 

his   lyf, 

To  hir(e),  and  to  another  worthy  wyf, 
And  to  my  wece,  which  J>at  I  loued 

weel, 

I  wolde  han  toold  his  conseil  euery-deel. 
And  so  I  dide  ful  often,  God  it  woot, 
That  made  his  face  ful  often  reed  and 

hoot 
ffor  verray  shame,   and   blamed   hym- 

self,  for  he 


[D  542-574J 

Had  toold  to  me  so  greet  a  pryuetee. 
^[And  so  bifel  that  ones   in  a  JSente,  25 
So  often  tymes  I  to  my  gossyb  wente — 
ffor    euere    yet    I    loued    to    be    gay, 
And   for  to   walke   in   March,   Auerill, 

and  May 
ffro    hous    to    hous,    to    heere    sondry 

talys— 
That    lankyn    clerk,    and    my    gossyb  30 

dame   Alys, 

And  I  my-self  in-to  the  feeldes  wente. 
Myn  housbonde  was  at  London  al  the 

iente, 

I  hadde  the  bettre  leyser  for  to  pleye, 
And  for  to  se,  and  eek  for  to  be  seye 
Of  lusty  folk;  what  wiste  I  wher  my  35 

grace 
Was    shapen    for    to    be,    or    in   what 

place  ? 

Therfore  I   made  my  visitaciowns 
To  vigilies  and  to   processiowns, 
To    prechyng    eek,    and    to    thise    pil 
grimages, 
To     pleyes      of     myracles,     and     [to]  40 

mariages, 

And  wered  vpon  my  gaye  scarlet  gytes. 
Thise  wormes,  ne  thise  wotthes,  ne  thise 

mytes, 

Vpon  my  peril,  frete  hem  neuer-a-deel ; 
And  wostow  why?  ffor  they  were  vsed 

weel. 
NOw  wol   I   tellen  forth  what  happed  45 

me. 

I  seye  that  in  the  feeldes  walked  we, 
Til[l]  trewely  we  hadde  swich  daliance, 
This  clerk  and  I,  that  of  my  purueiance 
I  spak  to  hym,  and  seyde  hym  how 

})at  he, 

If   I   were   wydwe,   sholde   wedde   me.  50 
ffor  certeinly,   I   seye  for  no  bobance, 
Yet  was  I  neuere  with-outen  purueiance 
Of   mariage,   nof   othere   thynges   eek. 
I   holde   a  mouses   herte   nat   worth  a 

leek, 

That  hath  but  oon  hole  for  to  sterte  to,  55 
And  if  J)at  faille,  thanne  is  al  ydo. 
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^TI   bar  hym  on  honde   he  hadde  en- 

chaunted  me — 

My  dame  taughte  me  that  soutiltee, — 
And  eek   I   seyde   I    mette  of  hym  al 

nyght 
60  He  wolde  han  slayn  me  as   I  lay  vp- 

right, 
And    al    my    bed    was    ful    of    verray 

blood  ; 
But   yet   I    hope   that   he   shal   do   me 

good, 
ffor  blood  bitokeneth  gold,  as  me  was 

taught. 
And  al  was  fals — I  dremed  of  it  right 

naught, 

65  But  I  folwed  ay  my  dames  loore, 
As  wel  of  this  as  [of]  othere  thynges 

moore. 
*[[But  now,  sire,  lat  me  se  what  I  shal 

seyn — 

A  ha,  by  God! — I  haue  my  tale  ageyn! 
^[Whan  JDat  my  fourthe  housbonde  was 

on  beere, 

70  I  weep  algate,  and  made  sory  cheere, 
As  wyues  mooten,  for  it  is  vsage, 
And  with  my  couerchief  couered  my 

visage. 
But    for    J)at    I    was    purueyed    of    a 

make, 

I  wepte  but  smal,  and  that  I  vndertake. 
75  ^[To  chirche  was  myn  housbonde  born 

a-morwe 
With  neighebores,  that  for  hym  maden 

sorwe, 
And   lankyn,   oure   clerk,   was    oon  of 

tho. 
As  helpe  me  God!  whan  J)at  I  saugh 

hym  go 
After  the  beere,  me  thoughte  he  hadde 

a  paire 
80  Of  legges   and   of   feet   so   clene  vand 

faire, 

That  al  myn  herte  I  yaf  vn-to  his  hoold. 
He  was,  I  trowe,  a  twenty  wynter  oold, 


[D  601—630] 

And  I  was  fourty,  if  I  shal  seye  sooth. 
But  yet  I  hadde  alwey  a  coltes  tooth; 
Gat-tothed  I  was,  and  that  bicam  me  85 

weel, 
I    hadde   the    prente    of    Seinte   Venus 

seel. 

As  help?  me  God!  I  was  a  lusty  oon, 
And  fair[e]  and  riche,  and  yong,  and 

wel  bigon, 
And    trewely,     as    myne     housbondes 

tolde   me, 

I  hadde  the  beste  guonyam  myghte  be.  90 
ffor   certes    I    am    al    Venerien 
In  feelynge,  and  myn  herte  is  Marcien. 
Venus   me   yaf   my   lust,    my  likerous- 

nesse,f) 
And   Mars   yaf  me   my  sturdy  hardy- 

nesse. 
Myn  ascendent   was   Taur,   and   Mars  95 

ther-t'nne. 

Alias,  alias!  j>at  euere  loue  was  synne! 
I    folwed   ay    myn    inclinaciown 
By  vertu  of  my  constellaciown, 
That  made  me  I  koude  noght  withdrawe  00 
My  chambre  of   Venus   from  a   good 

felawe. 

Yet  haue  I  Martes  mark  vp-on  my  face, 
And  also  in  another  priuee  place, 
ffor  God  so  wys  be  my  sauaciown, 
I~ne  loued  neuere  by  no  discreciown, 
But  euere  folwede  myn  appetit;  05 

Al  were  he  short,  or  long,  or  blak,  or 

whit, 

I  took  no  keep[e],  so  that  he  liked  me, 
How  poore  he  was,  ne  eek  of  what 

degree. 
*fWhat    sholde    I    seye?    but,    at    the 

wonthes  ende, 
This    ioly   clerk    lankyn,    J)at    was    so  10 

hende, 
Hath  wedded  me  with  greet  solempny- 

tee, 
And   to   hym   yaf   I    al   the   lond   and 

fee 
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That  euere  was  me  yeuen  ther-bifoore,   j 
But  afterward  repented  me  ful  soore.   ! 
15  He   nolde   suffre   nothyng  of   my  list; 
By   God!    he   smoot   me   ones   on  the 

lyst, 

ffor  J)at  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef,    j 
That   of  the    strook   myn    ere   wax   al 

deef. 

Stibourne   I  was  as  is  a  Zeonesse, 
20  And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  iangleresse, 
And   walke    I    wolde,   as    I    had   doon 

biforn, 
ffrom  hous   to   hous,   al-thogh   he  had 

it   sworn ; 

ffor  which  he  often  tymes  wolde  preche, 

And  me  of  olde  Romayn  geestes  teche, 

25  How   he,   $ymplicius    Gallus,   lefte   his 

wyf, 
And  hir(e)  forsook  for  terme  of  al  his   I 

lyf, 

Noght   but   for   open-heueded   he   hire   j 

say 

Lokynge  out  at  his  dore  vpon  a  day. 
^[Another    Romayn    tolde    he    me    by 

name, 
30  That,   for   his   wyf  was   at   a  someres 

game 
With-oute[n]    his    wityng,    he    forsook    | 

hir(e)   eke. 
And  thanne  wolde.  he  vp-on  his  Bible   \ 

seke 

That    ilke    prouerbe    of   Ecclesiaste, 
Wher(e)  he  comandeth,  and  forbedeth 

faste, 
35  Man  shal  nat  suffre  his  wyf  go  roule 

aboute, 
Thanne  wolde  he  seye  right  thus,  with- 

outen  doute : 
*[f"Who-so   that   buyldeth   his   hous   al 

of  salwes,  [^Nota. 

And  priketh  his  blynde  hors  ouer  the   j 

falwes, 
(^f)And   suffreth  his   wyf  to   go  seken 

halwes,  f) 


[D  658-688] 
Is    worthy    to    been    hanged    on    the  40 

galwes." 

But  al  for  noght !  I  sette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  his  prouerbes,  nof  his  olde  lawe, 
Ne  I  wolde  nat  of  hym  corrected  be. 
I  hate  hym  that  my  vices  telleth  me, 
And  so  doo  mo,  God  woot,  of  vs  45 

than    I. 
This    made    hym    with    me    wood    al 

outrely; 

I  nolde  noght  forbere  hym  in  no  cas. 
^[Now  wol  I  seye  yow  sooth,  by  seint 

Thomas ! 
Why   J>at    I    rente  out   of  his   book  a 

leef, 
ffor  which  he  smoot  me  so,  J)at  I  was  50 

deef. 
^[He  hadde  a  book  J)at  gladly,  nyght 

and  day, 

ffor  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway; 
He  cleped  it  'Valerie  and  Theofraste,' 
At  whiche  book  he  lough  alwey  ful 

faste. 
^[And  eek  ther  was  som-tyme  a  clerk  55 

at    Rome, 

A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint   lerome, 
That    made    a    book    agayn    louinian, 
In  whiche  book  eek  ther  was  Tertulan, 
Crisippus,    Trotula,    and    Helowys, 
That  was   abbesse   nat  fer  fro   Parys;  60 
And  eek  the  Parables  of  Salomon, 
Guides    'Art,'    and    bookes    many    on; 
And   alle   thise    were    bounde[n]    in   o 

volume. 
And    euery    nyght    and    day    was    his 

custume, 

Whan  he  hadde  leyser  and  vacacicmn  65 
From  oother  worldly  occupacioim, 
To    reden    on    this    book    of    wikked 

wyues. 
He   knew   of   hem   mo    legendes   and 

lyues 

Than  been  of  goode  wyues  in  the  Bible, 
ffor  trusteth  wel,  it  is  an  impossible  70 
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That    any    clerk    wol    speke    good    of 

wyues, 

But    if   it    be   of   hooly   seintes   lyues, 
Ne    noon    oother   womman    neuer   the 

mo. 

Who  peyntede  the  leon,  telle  me  who? 
75  By    God!    if    wommen    hadde    writen 

stories, 

As   clerkes   han   with-mne   her(e)   ora 
tories, 
They  wolde  han  write[n]  of  men  moore 

wikkednesse 
Than    al[l]    the    mark   of   Adam    may 

redresse. 

The  children  of  Mercuric  and   Venus 
80  Been  in  hir  wirkyng  ful  contrarius; 
Mercuric  loueth  wysdam  and  science, 
And  Venus  loueth  ryot  and  dispence; 
And  for  hir  diuerse  disposiciown 
Ech   falleth    in    otheres    exaltaciown.f) 
85  And  thus,   God  woot,   Mercurie^is  de- 

solat 

In  Pisces,  wher  Venus  is  exaltat; 
And    Venus    falleth    ther    Mercurie^is 

reysed. 
Therfore   no   womman  of  no  clerk  is 

preysed. 
The  clerk,  whan  he  is  oold  and  may 

noght    do 

90  Of  Venus  werkes  worth  his  olde  sho, 
Thanne  sit  he   doun,  and  writ  in  his 

dotage 

That  womman  kan  nat  kepe  hir  mariage. 

But  now  to  purpos  why   I  tolde  thee 

That  I  was  beten  for  a  book,  pardee! 

95  Vp-on  a  nyght   lankyn,  J)at  was  oure 

sire, 
Redde  on  his  book,  as  he  sat  by  the 

fire, 

Of  Eua  first,  that  for  hir  wikkednesse 
Was  al  mankynde  broght  to  wrecched- 

nesse, 
ffor  which  that  llie.su  Crist  hym-self  was 

slayn, 


[D  718-743] 
That  boghte   vs   with  his   herte  blood  00 

agayn. 
Lo,  heere  expres  of  womman  may  ye 

fynde, 

That  womman  was  the  los  of  al  man 
kynde. 
^"Tho  redde  he  me  how  Sampson  loste 

hise    heres ; 
Slepynge,  his  lemman  kitte  it  with  hir 

sheres, 
Thurgh   which   treson    loste   he    bothe  05 

hise    [e]yen. 
^[Tho  redde  he  me,  if  that  I  shal  nat 

lyen, 

Of  Hercules   and  of  his   Dianyre, 
That  caused  hym  to  sette  hymself  afyre. 
^[No-thyng  forgat   he   the   sorwe   and 

the    wo 
That  Socrates  hadde  with  hise  wyues  10 

two; 
How   Xantippa   caste    pisse   vp-on   his 

heed. 
This   sely   man  sat   stille   as   he  were 

deed; 
He  wiped  his  heed,  namoore  dorste  he 

seyn 
But  "er  J>at  thonder  stynte,   comth  a 

reyn." 
^[Of  Phasifpha,  that  was  the  queene  of  15 

Crete, 
ffor    shrewednessc    hym    thoughte   the 

tale  swete — 
ffy,    spek[e]    namoore! — it    is    a    grisly 

thyng 

Of   hir   horrible    lust   and    hir   likyng! 
^[Of   Clitermystra,   for   hir  lecherye 
That   falsly    made   hir   housbonde   for  20 

to    dye, 

He  redde  it  with  ful  good  deuociown. 
^[He  tolde  me  eek  for  what  occaskwn 
Amphiorax  at  Thebes  loste  his  lyf. 
Myn  housbonde  hadde  a  legende  of  his 

wyf 
^[Eriphilem,  that  for  an  ouche  of  gold  25 
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[D  744-770] 

Hath  priuely  vn-to  the  (rrekes  told 

Wher  that   hir   housbonde   hidde  hym 

in  a  place, 
ffor  which  he   hadde  at   Thebes   sory 

grace. 

^[Of  Lyuia  tolde  he  me  and  of  Lucye; 
50  They  bothe  made  hir  housbondes  for 

to    dye, 
That  oon  for  loue,  that  oother  was  for 

hate. 
Lywia  hir  housbonde   [vp-]on  an   euen 

late, 
Empoysoned  hath,  for  J>at  she  was  his 

fo. 

Lucia,  likerous,  loued  hir  housbonde  so, 
55  That,  for  he  sholde  alwey  vp-on  hir(e) 

thynke, 
She    yaf   hym    swich   a    manere    loue- 

drynke, 
That  he  was  deed  er  it  were  by  the 

morwe ; 
And     thus     algates     housbondes     han 

sorwe. 
^[Thanne  tolde  he  me  how  Q>at]  oon 

Latumyus 

10  Compleyned  vn-to  his  felawe  Arrius 
That   in   his    gardyn   growed   swich   a 

tree, 
On   which,    he    seyde,    how   that    hise 

wyues  thre 

Hanged  hem-self  for  herte  despitus. 
^f'O  leeue  brother,'  quod  this  Arrius, 
i5  'Yif  me  a  plante  of  thilke  blissed  tree, 
And  in  my  gardyn  planted  it  shal  bee.' 
*[Of  latter  date  of  wyues  hath  he  red 
That  somme  han  slayn  hir  housbondes 

in  hir  bed, 
And  lete  hir  lecchour  dighte  hir(e)  al 

the   nyght, 
50  Whan  that  the  corps  lay  in  the  floor 

vp-right. 
^[And  somme  han  dryue  nayles  in  hir 

brayn 
Whil   JDat   they   slepte,   and   thus   they 

han  hem  slayn. 


[D  771-797] 
^[  Somme   han    hem    yeue   poysoun    in 

hir  drynke. 
He  spak  moore  harm  than  herte  may 

bithynke  ; 
And  ther-with-al   he  knew   of  mo   pro-  55 

uerbes 
Than  in  this  world  ther  growen  gras  or 

herbes. 

'Bet  is,'  quod  he,  'thyn  habitacioun 
Be   with   a   leoun   or   a  foul  dragoun, 
Than  with   a  womman  vsynge  for  to 

chyde. 
Bet    is,'    quod    he,    'hye    in    the    roof  60 

abyde 
Than  with  an  angry  wyf  doun  in  the 

hous; 

They  been  so  wikked  and  contrarious, 
They  haten  that  hir  housbondes  loueth, 

ay.' 
He  seyde,  'A  womman  cast  hir  shame 

away 
Whan    she    cast    of    hir    smok,'     and  65 

forther-mo : 

'A  fair  womman,  but  she  be  chaast  also, 
Is  lyk  a  gold-ryng  in  a  sowes  nose.'f) 
Who  wolde  leeuew,  or  who  wolde  sup 
pose 
The  wo  that   in   myn   herte  was,  and 

pyne? 
^[And  whan  I  saugh  he  wolde  neuere  70 

fyne 

To  reden  on  this  cursed  book  al  nyght, 
Al  sodeynly  thre  leues  haue  I  plyght 
Out  of  his  book,  right  as  he  radde, 

and  eke 
I   with   my  fest  so   took   hym  on  the 

cheke, 

That  in  oure  fyr  he  fil  bakward  adoun.  75 
And    he    vp-stirte    as    dooth    a   wood 

leoun, 
And  with  his  fest  he  smoot  me  on  the 

heed, 

That  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed. 
And  whan  he  saugh  how  stille  J)at 

I  lay, 
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[D  798-823] 
80  He    was    agast,    and    wolde    han    fled 

his  way, 
Til    atte    laste    out    of    my    swogh    I 

breyde. 
'O,   hastow  slayn  me,   false  theef?'    I 

seyde, 
'And  for  my  land  thus  hastow  mordred 

me? 

Er  I   be  deed,   yet  wol   I  kisse  thee.' 
85  ^[And  neer  he  cam,  and  kneled  faire 

adoun, 

And  seyde,  'Deere  suster  Alisoun! 
As  helpe  me  God,  I  shal  thee  neuere 

smyte ! 
That    I    haue    doon,    it    is    thy-self   to 

wyte. 

fforyeue  it  me !  and  that  I  thee  biseke.' 
90  And    yet    eft-soones    I    jhitte    hym    on 

the  cheke, 
And   seyde,    'Theef,    thus    muchel   am 

I  wreke! 
Now    wol    I    dye — I    may    no    lenger 

speke.' 
But  atte  laste,   with  muchel   care  and 

wo, 

We    fille    acorded    by    vs-seluen    two: 

95  He  yaf  me  al  the  bridel  in  myn  hond, 

To  han  the   gouernance  of  hous  and 

lond, 

And  of  his  tonge  and  of  his  hond  also, 
And  made  hym  brenne  his  book  anon 

right   tho. 
And   whan  that   I    hadde   geten  vn-to 

me 
00  By  maistrie  al  the  soueraynetee, 

And  that  he  seyde,  'Myn  owene  trewe 

wyf, 
Do   as   thee    lust   to   terme   of   al   thy 

lyf; 
Keep(e)  thyn  honour,  and  keep(e)  eek 

myn  estaat' — 
After    that     day,     we     hadden     neuer 

debaat. 
05  God  help(e)  me  so !    I  was  to  hym  as 

kynde 


[D824— 850 

As  any  wyf  from  Denmark  vn-to  Ynde 
And  also  trewe,  and  so  was  he  to  me 
I  preye  to  God,  that  sit  in  magestee 
So  blesse  his  soule  for  his  mercy  deere 
Now  wol  I  seye  my  tale,  if  ye  wo 
heere. 

*^Bihold[e]    the    wordes    bitwene   th< 

Somonour  and  the  ffrere.*) 
The  frere  lough  whan  he  hadde  here 

al   this, 
'Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  'so  haue  I  ioy 

or   blis! 

This  is  a  long  preambeZ  of  a  tale! 
And  whan  the  Somonour  herde  th< 

frere   gale, 
^['Lo,'    quod    the    Somonour,    'Godde: 

armes  two! 

A  frere  wol  entremette  him  euere-mc 
Lo,  goode  men,  a  flye  and  eek  a  frer< 
Wol  falle  in  euery  dyssh  and  eel 

mateere! 

What  spekestow  of  preambulacioun 
What,  amble,  or  trotte,  or  pace,  or  go  si 

doun! 
Thou  lettest  oure  disport  in  this  ma 

nere.' 
l"4Ye,  woltow  so,  sire  Somonour?'  quo( 

the    frere. 

'Now,  by  my  feith,  I  shal,  er  that  I  go 
Telle  of  a  somonour  swich  a  tale  o 

two, 
That    alle    the    folk    shal    laughen    ii 

this  place.' 
^['Now    elles,    frere,     I    bishrewe    tty 

face,' 
Quod  this  Somonour,  'and  I  bishrew< 

me, 

But    if    I    telle   tales    two    or   thre 
Of  freres   er   I   come   to   Sidyngborne 
That    I    shal    make   thyn    herte   for  t( 

morne; 

ffor  wel  I  woot  thy  pacience  is  gon. 
^[Oure  hooste  cride,  'Pees,  and  tha 

anon!' 
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64?  5—6486 


And  seyde,  'iat  the  womman  telle  hir 

tale! 
Ye  fare  as  folk  that  dronken  were  of 

ale. 
Do,   dame,   telle  forth  youre  tale,  and 

that  is  best!' 
*['A1   redy,    sire,'    quod   she,    'right   as 

yow  lest, 

If  I  haue  licence  of  this  worthy  frere.' 
l~'Yis,  dame,'  quod  he,  'tel/e  forth, 

and    I   wol   heere.' 

•[Heere  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  hir 
Prologe/ 

b)   And   bigynneth    hir   tale. 

In  tholde  dayes  of  the  fcyng  Arthour, 
Of  which  that  Britons  speken  greet 

honour, 

Al[l]  was  this  land  fulfild  of  ffaierye. 
The  Elf-queene  with  hir  ioly  compaig- 

nye 
Daunced    ful    ofte    in    many~a    grene 

mede  ; 

This  was  the  olde  opinion,  as  I  rede  — 
I  speke  of  manye  hundred  yeres  ago. 
But  now  kan  no  man  se  none  elues 

mo 
ffor   [now]   the   grete  charitee   and   the 

prayeres 

Of  lymytours  and  othere  hooly  freres, 
That  serchen  euery  lond  and  euery 

streem 

As  thikke  as  motes  in  the  sonne-beem, 
Blessynge  halles,  chambres,  kichenes, 

boures, 

Citees,  fcurghes,   castels,   hye   toures, 
Thropes,   6ernes,   shipnes,   dayeryes: 
This  maketh  that  ther  been  no  fayeryes. 
ffor  ther  as  wont  to  walken  was  an  elf, 
Ther  walketh  now  the  lymytour  hym- 

self, 

In  vndermeles  and  in  morwenynges, 
And  seyth  his  matyns  and  his  hooly 

thynges 
As   he  gooth   in  his  lymytacioun. 


[D  878-904] 

Wommen  may  go  saufly  vp  and  doun;  60 
In  euery  bussh,   or  vnder   euery  tree, 
Ther  is  noon   oother  mcubus   but  he, 
And    he    ne    wol    doon    hem    no    dis 
honour. 

^[And  so  bifel  it  that  this  kyng  Arthour 
Hadde   in  his    hous   a   lusty   fracheler,  65 
That  on  a  day  cam  ridynge  fro  ryuer, 
And   happed   that,    allone   as   she   was 

born, 
He    saugh    a    mayde    walkynge    hym 

biforn, 
Of  whiche   mayde   anon,   maugree   hir 

heed, 
By   verray   force    birafte    hir    mayden-  70 

hed, 

ffor  which  oppressiotm  was  swich  cla 
mour 
And    swich    pursute    vn-to    the     kyng 

Arthour, 
That  dampned  was  this  knyght  for  to 

be  deed 
By  cours  of  lawe,  and  sholde  han  lost 

his  heed 

Parauenture — swich  was  the  statut  tho, —  75 
But  that  the  queene  and  othere  ladyes 

mo 

So  longe  prayeden  the  kyng  of  grace, 
Til   he   his    lyf   hym   graunted   in   the 

place, 
And    yaf    hym    to    the    queene    al    at 

hir    wille, 
To  chess  wheither  she  wolde  hym  saue  80 

or    spille. 
^[The  queene  thanketh  the  kyng  with 

al    hir    myght, 
And  after  this   thus   spak   she   to   the 

knyght, 
Whan  t>at   she   saugh  hir  tyme   vp-on 

a   day: 
'Thou    standest    yet,'     quod    she,     'in 

swich    array, 

That  of  thy  lyf  yet  hastow  no  suretee;  85 
I  graunte  thee  lyf,  if  thou  kanst  tellen 

me 
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[D  905-931] 

What  thyng  is  it  that  wommen  moost 

desiren  ? 
Be   war,   and   keep(e)   thy   nekke-boon 

from  irenl 

And  if  thou  kanst  nat  tellen  it  anon, 

90  Yet  shal   I  yeue  thee  leue  for  to  gon 

A  twelf-month  and  a  day,  to  seche  and 

leere 

An  answere  suffisant  in  this  mateere; 
And   suretee   vvol    I   han,    er  {>at  thou 

pace, 

Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  this  place.' 
95  Wo   was   this    knyght,    and    sorwefully 

Jhe    siketh — 

But  he  may  nat  do  al  as  hym  liketh, 
And  at  the  laste  he  chees  hym  for  to 

wende, 
And  come   agayn,    right  at   the   yeres 

ende, 
With    swich    answere    as    God    wolde 

hym    purueye, 
00  And  taketh  his  leue,  and  wendeth  forth 

his  weye. 
^[He    seketh    euery    hous    and    euery 

place 

Where-as  he  hopeth  for  to  fynde  grace 
To  lerne  what   thyng  wommen   louen 

moost. 

But  he  ne  koude  arryuen  in  no  coost 
05  Wher-as  he  myghte  fynde  in  this  ma 
teere 

Two  creatures  accordynge  in  feere. 
^[Somme    seyde    wommen    louen    best 

richesse, 
Somme    seyde    honour,    somme    seyde 

iolynesse, 
Somme.    riche    array,    somme     seyden 

lust    abedde, 

10  And  ofte  tyme  to  be  wydwe  and  wedde. 
*|[  Somme  seyde  J>at   oure  hertes   been 

moost  esed 
Whan    that    we    been    yflatered     and 

yplesed. 
gooth   ful    ny   the    sothe,    I    wol 

nat  lye, 


[D  932-961] 

A  man  shal  wynne  vs  best  with  flaterye, 
And  with  attendance  and  with  bisynesse  1 
Been  we  ylymed  bothe  moore  and  lesse. 
^[And  somme  seyen  that  we  louen  best 
ffor  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  vs  lest, 
And  that  no  man  repreue  vs  of  oure 

vice, 
But  seye  J>at  we  be  wise  and  no-thyng  2 

nyce. 

ffor  trewely,  ther  is  noon  of  vs  alle, 
If  any  wight  wol  clawe  vs  on  the  galle, 
That  we  ny\  kike,  for  he  seith  vs  sooth : 
Assaye,  and  he  shal  fynde  it  J)at  so 

dooth. 

ffor  be  we  neuer  so  vicious  with-inne,  2 
We  wol   been   holden  wise   and  clene 

of    synne. 
^[And  somme  seyn  that  greet  delit  han 

we 
ffor   to    been    holden   stable    and   eke 

secree, 

And  in  o  purpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle, 
And  nat  biwreye  thyng  that  men  vs  3 

telle; 

But  that  tale  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele! 
Pardee,  we  wommen  konne  no-thyng 

hele: 
Witnesse  on  Myda — wol  ye  heere  the 

tale? 

^[  Ouyde,  amonges  othere  thynges  smale, 
Seyde  Myda  hadde,  vnder  hise  longe  3 

heres, 
Growynge    vp-on    his    heed    two    asses 

eres, 
The  whiche  vice  he  hydde,  as  he  best 

myghte, 

fful  subtilly  from  euery  mannes  sighte, 
That,  saue  his  wyf,  ther  wiste  of  it 

namo. 
He  loued  hir(e)  moost,  and  triste  hir(e)  4 

also; 

He  preyde  hir(e)  that  to  no  creature 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigure. 

swoor  him  nay,  for  al  this  world 

to   wynne, 
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6544—6596 


[D  962-987] 

She  nolde  do  that  vileynye  or  synne, 
45  To   make   hir   housbonde   han   so  foul 

a  name; 
She   nolde   nat  telle   it   for  hir  owene 

shame. 
But    nathelees    hire    thoughte    J>at    she 

dyde, 
That    she    so    longe    sholde    a    conseil 

hyde. 
Hire  thoughte  it  swal  so  soore  aboute 

hir    herte, 
50  That    nedely    som    word    hir(e)    moste 

asterte, 

And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doun  to  a  ?wareys  faste  by  she  ran; 
Til  she  cam[e]  there,  her  herte  was 

a-fyre, 

And,  as  a  fcitore  bombleth  in  the  myre, 
55  She  leyde  hir  mouth  vn-to  the  water 

doun : 
'Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  with  thy 

soun,' 

Quod  she,  'to  thee  I  telle  it  and  namo : 
Myn  housbonde  hath  longe  asses  erys 

two! 
Now  is   myn   herte  al[l]   hool,   now  is 

it  outel 
60  I    myghte    no   lenger   kepe    it,    out   of 

doute.' 
Heere   may   ye   se,   thogh   we   a  tyme 

abyde, 
Yet   out   it    moot — we  kan   no   conseil 

hyde. 
The   remenant   of   the   tale    if   ye   wol 

heere, 
Redeth    Ouyde,    and    ther   ye    may   it 

leere. 

65  This  knyght,  of  which  my  tale  is  spe 
cially, 
Whan   that   he   saugh  he   myghte   nat 

come    therby — 
This  is  to  seye:  what  wommen  louen 

moost — , 
With-inne   his   brest   ful   sorweful   was 

the  goost. 
But   hoom   he   gooth — he   myghte   nat 

soiourne. 


[D  988—1014] 
The  day  was  come  J)at  homward  moste  70 

he    tourne, 
And    in    his    wey    it    happed    hym    to 

ryde, 

In  al  this  care,  vnder  a  fforest  syde, 
Wher-as  he  saugh  vp-on  a  daunce  go 
Of  ladyes  foure-and-twenty,  and  yet 

mo; 
Toward    the   whiche    daunce    he    drow  75 

ful    yerne, 
In  hope  that   som  wysdom  sholde  he 

lerne. 

But  certeinly,  er  he  cam[e]  fully  there, 
Vanysshed  was  this  daunce — he  nyste 

where. 

No  creature  saugh  he  that  bar  lyf, 
Saue  on  the  grene  he  saugh  sittynge  80 

a  wyf — 
A    fouler    wight    ther    may    no     man 

deuyse. 
Agayn  the  knyght  this   olde  wyf  gan 

ryse, 
And    seyde,    '$ire    knyght,    heer-forth 

ne  lith  no  wey! 
TelZe  me  what  that  ye  seken,  by  youre 

fey! 

Perauenture   it   may  the   bettre   be:        85 
Thise    olde    folk    kan   muchel    thyng,' 

quod   she. 
If'My  leeue  mooder,'  quod  this  knyght, 

'certeyn 
I    nam    but    deed,    but    if   that    I    kan 

seyn 
What  thyng  it  is  that  wommen  moost 

desire  ; 
Koude  ye  me  wisse,  I  wolde  wel  quite  90 

youre   hire.' 
^['Plighte  me  thy  trouthe  heere  in  myn 

hand,'    quod    she : 

'The  nexte  thyng  that  I  requere  thee, 
Thou  shalt  it  do,  if  it  lye  in  thy 

myght, 

And  I  wol  telle  it  yow  er  it  be  nyght.' 
*['Haue  Jheer  my  trouthe,'  quod  the  95 

knyght,    'I    grante !' 
^['Thanne,'   quod  she,    'I   dar   me  wel 

auante 
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[D  1015—10x41] 

Thy    Jyf    is    sauf,    for    I    wol    stonde 

therby; 
Vp-on    my   lyf,    the    queene    wol    seye 

as  I! 
Lat  se  which  is  the  proudeste  of  hem 

alle 
00  That    wereth    on    a    couerchief    or    a 

calle, 
That    dar    seye    nay    of    that    I    shal 

thee  teche! 
Lat    vs    go    forth,    with-outen     lenger 

speche.' 

Tho   rowned   she   a    pistel   in   his  ere, 
And  bad  hym  to  be  glad,  and  haue  no 

fere. 
05  ^[Whan  they  be  comen  to  the  court, 

this  knyght 
Seyde    he    had    holde    his    day    as   he 

hadde   hight, 

And  redy  was  his  answere,  as  he  sayde. 
fful  many  "a  noble   wyf,  and   many~a 

mayde, 
And  many~a  wydwe,  for  J>at  they  been 

wise, 

10  The  queene  hir-self,  sittynge  as  zustise, 
Assembled    been    his    answere    for    to 

heere, 
And  afterward  this   knyght  was   bode 

appeere. 

*[[To   euery   wight    comanded   was    si 
lence, 
And   that   the   knyght   sholde   telle   in 

audience 
15  What     thyng    that    worldly     wommen 

louen  best. 
This  knyght  ne  stood  nat  stille  as  doth 

a    best, 

But   to   his    questioitn   anon   answerde 
With    manly   voys,    that   al    the    court 

it    herde : 

^T'My  lige  lady,  generally,'  quod  he, 
20  'Wommen  desiren  haue  souereynetee 
As  wel  ouer  hir  housbonde  as  hir  loue, 
And  for  to  been  in  maistrie  hym  aboue. 
This  is  youre  mooste  desir,  thogh  ye 

me  kille. 


[D  1042—1069] 

Dooth  as  yow  list — I  am  at  youre  wille !' 
^[In  al  the  court  ne  was  ther  wyf,  ne  25 

mayde, 
Ne    wydwe     that    contraried    that    he 

sayde, 

But  seyden  he  was  worthy  han  his  lyf. 
^[And  with  that  word  vp  stirte  the 

olde    wyf, 
Which  that  the  knyght  saugh  sittynge 

on   the    grene. 
'Mercy!'  quod  she,  'my  souereyn  lady  30 

queene, 
Er   that   youre    court   departe,    do    me 

right ! 

I  taughte  this  answere  vn-to  the  knyght, 
ffor  which  he  plighte  me  his  trouthe 

there. 

The  firste  thyng  I  wolde  hym  requere, 
He  wolde  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  myght.  35 
Bifore  the  court  thanne  preye  I  thee, 

sire  knyght,' 
Quod  she,  'that  thou  me  take  vn-to  thy 

wyf, 
ffor  wel  thou  woost  that   I  haue  kept 

thy   lyf. 

If  I  seye  fals,  seye  nay,  vp-on  thy  fey!' 
^[This  knyght  answerde,  'Alias  and  40 

weilawey ! 
I   woot  right  wel  that   swich  was   my 

biheste. 
ffor    Goddes    loue,    as    chees    a    newe 

requeste ! 
Taak  al   my   good,   and   lat   my  body 

go!' 
^['Nay,   thanne,'   quod   she,    'I    shrewe 

vs  bothe  two! 
ffor  though  that   I   be  foul,  and  oold,  45 

and  poore, 

I  nolde,  for  al  the  metal,  ne  for  oore 
That  vnder  erthe  is  graue,  or  lith  aboue, 
But  if  thy  wyf  I  were  and  eek  thy 

loue !' 
^['My  loue?'  quod  he,  'nay,  my  damp- 

naciown ! 

'Alias !  that  any  of  my  naciown  50 

Sholde  euere  so  foule  disparaged  be!' 
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6652 — 6706 


[D  1070—1095] 

But  al  for  noght — the  ende  is  this,  that 

he 
Constreyned  was  he  nedes  moste  hir(e) 

wedde, 
And  taketh  his  olde  wyf,  and  gooth  to 

bedde. 
55  ^[Now  wolden  some  men  seye,  parauen- 

ture, 

That  for  my  necligence  I  do  no  cure 
To  tellen  yow  the  ioye  and  al  tharray 
That  at  the  feeste  was  that  ilke  day, 
To  whiche  thyng  shortly  answere  I 

shal: 

60  I  seye  ther  nas  no  ioye  ne  feeste  at  al, 
Ther    nas    but    heuynesse   and    muche 

sorwe. 
ffor   priuely   he    wedde[d]    hir(e)    on  a 

morwe, 
And   al    day   after   hidde    hym   as   an 

owle, 
So   wo  was    hym — his   wyf   looked   so 

foule! 
65  ^[  Greet  was  the  wo  the  knyght  hadde 

in   his   thoght, 
Whan    he    was    with    his    wyf   abedde 

ybroght; 
He   walweth,    and    he   turneth   to   and 

fro. 

His  olde  wyf  lay  smylynge  eueremo, 
And  seyde,  '0  deere  housbonde,  bene- 

dicitee  I 
70  ffareth    euery    knyght    thus    with    his 

wyf  as  ye? 

Is  this  the  lawe  of  kyng  Arthures  hous  ? 
Is  euery  knyght  of  his  so  dangerous? 
I  am  youre  owene  loue  and  youre 

wyf, 
I  am  she  which  JDat  saued  hath  youre 

lyf, 

75  And  certes,  yet  ne  dide  I  yow  neuere 

vnright. 
Why  fare  ye  thus  with  me  this  firste 

nyght  ? 
Ye  faren  lyk  a  man  had  lost  his  wit. 


[D  1096—1124] 
What    is    my    gilt?   /for    Goddes   loue, 

telZe  it, 

And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.' 
^['Amended?'  quod  this  knyght,  'alias,  80 

nay  nay! 

It  wol  nat  been  amended  neuere  mo  I 
Thou  art  so  loothly,  and  so  oold  also, 
And  ther-to  comen  of  so  lough  a 

kynde, 
That   litel    wonder    is    thogh    I    walwe 

and   wynde. 

So  wolde  God  myn  herte  wolde  breste !'  85 
If 'Is    this/    quod    she,    'the    cause    of 

youre  vnreste?' 
l"'Ye,  certeinly,'  quod  he,  'no  wonder 

is.' 
^f 'Now,     sire,'     quod    she,     'I    koude 

amende  al  this, 

If  that  me  liste,  er  it  were  dayes  thre; 
So  wel  ye  myghte  bere  yow  vn-to  me.  90 
But  for  ye  speken  of  swich  gentillesse 
[^f-De  generositate 

As  is  descended  out  of  old  richesse, 
That  therfore  sholden  ye  be  gentil-men : 
Swich  arrogance  wys  nat  worth  an 

hen. 
Looke,    who    that    is    moost    vertuous  95 

alway, 
Priue  and  apert,  and  moost  entendeth 

ay 

To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  kan: 
Taak  hym  for  the  gretteste  gentil-man. 
Crist  wol[e]  we  clayme  of  hym  oure 

gentillesse, 
Nat    of    oure    eldres    for    hir    olde    ri-  00 

chesse; 

ffor  though  they  yeue  vs  al  hir  heritage, 
ffor  which  we  clayme  to  been  of  heigh 

parage, 
Yet   may   they    nat   biquethe,    for   no- 

thyng, 

To  noon  of  vs  hir  vertuous  lyuyng, 
That  made  hem  gentil-men  ycalled  be,  05 
And  bad  vs  folwen  hem  in  swich  degree. 
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'33 


[D  1125-1151] 

If  Wei  kan  the  wise  poete  of  fflorence, 
That  highte  Dant,  speken  in  this  sent 
ence — 
^[Lo,   in   swich   maner  rym   is   Dantes 

tale: 
10  "fful  selde  vp  riseth  by  his   branches 

smale 
Prowesse    of    man;    for    God,    of    his 

goodnesse, 
Wolfe]   that   of   hym  we   clay  me   oure 

gentillesse." 
ffor  of  oure   eldres   may  we  no-thyng 

clayme 
But    tempprel    thyng,    J)at    man     may 

hurte    and    may  me. 
15  *[Eek   euery   wight   woot   this    as   wel 

as    I, 

If  gentillesse  were  planted  naturelly 
Vn-to     a     certeyn     lynage     doun    the 

lyne, 
Pryue   and   apert,    thanne   wolde    they 

neuere    fyne 

To  doon  of  gentillesse  the  faire  office; 

20  They  myghte  do  no  vileynye  or  vice. 

^[Taak  fyr,  and  ber  it  in  the  derkeste 

hous 
Bitwix  this  and  the  mount  of  Kauka- 

sous, 
And  lat  men  shette  the  dores,  and  go 

thenne, 
Yet    wol[e]    the    fyr   as    faire    lye   and 

brenne 
25  As    twenty    thousand    men    myghte    it 

biholde; 

His   office    natureel    ay   wol    it   holde, 
Vp  peril  of  my  lyf,  til  that  it  dye. 
^[Heere  may  ye  se  wel  how  J)at  gente- 

rye  [  ^[  exemplum 

Is  nat  annexed  to  possessiown, 
30  Sith  folk  ne  doon  hir  operaciotm 
Alwey,    as    dooth    the   fyr,    lo,    in    his 

kynde ; 
ffor,  God  it  woot,  men  may  wel  often 

fynde 
A  lordes  sone  do  shame  and  vileynye ; 


[D  1152—1181] 
And  he  JDat  wol[e]  han  pris  of  his  gen- 

trye, 

ffor   he   was    boren  of   a   gentil   hous,  35 
And  hadde  hise  eldres  noble  and  ver- 

tuous, 

And  ny\  hym-seluen  do  no  gentil  dedis, 
Ne    folwefn]    his    gentil   mmcestre    JDat 

deed  is: 

He  nys  nat  gentil,   be  he  due  or  erl; 
ffor  vileyns  synful  dedes  make  a  cherl.  4C 
ffor  gentillesse  nys  but  renomee 
Of     thyne    auncestres    for    hir     heigh 

bountee, 
Which  is  a  strange  thyng  to  thy  per- 

sone. 

Thy  gentillesse  cometh  fro  God  allone; 
Thanne  comth  oure  verray  gentillesse  45 

of  grace, 
It  was  no-thyng  biquethe  vs  with  oure 

place. 

^[Thenketh  hou  noble,  as  seith  Valerius, 
Was    thilke    Tullius    Hostillius, 
That    out    of    pouerte    roos    to    heigh 

noblesse ! 

Redeth  $enek,  and  redeth  eek  Boece,  5C 
Ther   shul   ye   seen  expres   J)at   it  no 

drede   is, 
That    he    is    gentil    that    dooth    gentil 

dedis. 
And  therfore,  leeue  housbonde,  I  thus 

conclude  : 
Al  were  it  that  myne  auncestres  were[n] 

rude, 

Yet  may  the  hye  God,  and  so  hope  I,  55 
Grante  me  grace  to  lyuen  vertuously. 
Thanne  am   I   gentil  whan  that   I   bi- 

gynne 

To  lyuen  vertuously,  and  weyue  synne. 
ANd    ther-as    ye    of    pouerte    me    re- 

preeue,          [^f-^e  paupertate 
The  hye  God,  on  whom  J)at  we  bileeue,  60 
In  wilful  pouerte  chees  to  lyue  his  lyf, 
And  certes,  euery  man,  mayden,  or  wyf 
May  vnderstonde  that   Ihesus,   heuene 
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[D  1182—1209] 

Ne   wolde   nat   chesen   vicious   lyuyng. 
65  Glad  pouerte  is  an  honeste  thyng,  cer- 

teyn;f) 
This  wol[e]   Senec   and  othere   clerkes 

seyn. 
Who-so    J>at    halt    hym    payd    of    his 

pouerte, 
I  holde  hym  riche,  al  hadde  he  nat  a 

sherte.f) 

He   J>at   coueiteth   is   a    pouere   wight, 
70  ffor  he  wolde   han  that   is  nat  in  his 

myght. 
But  he  £at   noght  hath,   ne   coueiteth 

haue, 
Is   riche,  al-though  ye  holde  hym  but 

a  knaue. 

*j[Verray  poucrte,  it  syngeth  proprely; 
luuenal    seith    of    pouerte    myrily: 
75  "The    poure    man,    whan    he    goth    by 

the    weye,f) 
Bifore  the  theues   he  may   synge  and 

pleye." 
Pouerte    is    hateful    good    and,    as    I 

gesse,f) 

A  ful  greet  brynger(e)  out  of  bisynesse, 

A    greet    amender(e)    eek   of    sapience 

80  To    hym    that    taketh    it    in    pacience. 

Pouerte     is     this,     al-though     it     seme 

alenge, 
Possessiown    that    no    wight    wol    cha-   j 

lenge. 
Pouerte    ful     ofte,     whan     a    man    is 

lowe, 
Maketh  his   God  and  eek  hym-self  to 

knowe.f) 
85  Pouerte    a    spectacle    is,    as    thynketh 

me, 
Thurgh    which    he    may    hise     verray 

f reendes    see ; 
And   therfore,    sire,    syn    J)at    I    noght 

yow    greue, 

Of  my  pouerte  namoore  ye  me  repreue. 

NOw,    sire,    of    elde    ye    repreue    me, 

[^De   senectute 

90  And  certes,  sire,  thogh  noon  auctoritee 
Were  in  no  book,  ye  gentils  of  honour 


6764—6819 
[D  1210 — 1237] 


Seyn   JDat   men    sholde   an   oold   wight 

doon   fauour, 
And  clepe  hym  fader,  for  youre  gen- 

tillesse, 
And    auctours    shal    I    fynden,     as    I 

gesse. 
NOw  ther  ye  seye  J)at  I  am  foul  and  9i 

old,  [^De  turpitudine 

Than  drede  you  noght  to  been  a  coke- 
wold  ; 
ffor    filthe    and    eelde — al-so    moote    I 

thee! 

Been  grete  wardeyns  vp-on  chastitee. 
But  nathelees,  syn  I  knowe  youre 

delit, 

I    shal    fulfille    youre    worldly    appetit.  0( 
^Chees  now,'  quod  she,  'oon  of  thise 

thynges  tweye: 
To   han    me   foul   and    old   til   that    I 

deye, 

And  be  to  yow  a  trewe  humble  wyf, 
And  neuere  yow  displese  in  al  my 

lyf; 

Or  elles  ye  wol  han  me  yong  and  fair,  Oi 
And  take  youre  auenture  of  the  repair 
That  shal  be  to  youre  hous  by  cause 

of  me, 

Or  in  som  oother  place,  may  wel  be: 
Now  chees  your-seluen  wheither  J>at 

yow   liketh.' 
^[This  knyght  auyseth  hym,  and  sore  1C 

siketh  ; 

But  atte  laste  he  seyde  in  this  manere: 
'My  lady  and  my  loue,  and  wyf  so 

deere, 

I  putfe  me  in  youre  wise  gouernance. 
Cheseth  youre-self  which  may  be  rnoost 

plesance 
And    moost    honour    to    yow    and    me  U 

also. 

I  do  no  fors  the  wheither  of  the  two; 
ffor  as  yow  liketh,  it  suffiseth  me.' 
^f  'Thanne  haue  I  gete  of  yow  maistrie,' 

quod    she, 
'Syn  I  may  chese  and  gouerne  as  me 

lest?' 
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6820—6869 


8.  The  Freres  Tale. 


[D  1238—1262] 
20  ^f'Ye,   certes,   wyf/   quod  he,    'I   holde 

it   best.' 
^['Kysse  me/  quod  she,  'we  be  no  lenger 

wrothe, 
ffor,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  be  to  yow 

bothe ; 
This   is   to  seyn:    ye,    bothe   fair   and 

good. 
I    preye  to   God   J)at   I   moote  steruen 

wood, 

25  But  I  to  yow  be  al-so  good  and  trewe 
As  euere  was  wyf,  syn  JDat  the  world 

was   newe, 

And  but  I  be  tomorn  as  fair  to  scene 
As  any  lady,   emperice,  or  queene 
That  is   bitwixe   the  Est   and  eke  the 

West, 
30  Booth  with  my  lyf  and  deth  right  as 

yow  lest. 
Caste  vp  the  curteyn! — looke  how  that 

it  isl' 
^[And  whan  the  knyght  saugh  verraily 

al    this, 
That    she    so    fair   was,    and   so    yong 

ther-to, 
ffor  ioye  he  hente  hir(e)  in  his  armes 

two, 

35  His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse. 
A  thousand  tyme  arewe  he  gan  hir(e) 

kisse, 

And  she  obeyed   hym  in   euery-thyng 
That   myghte    doon   hym    plesance   or 

likyng. 
^[And  thus   they  lyue  vn-to  hir  lyues 

ende 
40  In    parfit    ioye;    and    Ihesu    Crist    vs 

sende 
Housbondes   meeke,   yonge,   fresshe  a- 

bedde, 
And    grace     touerbyde    hem    J>at     we 

wedde. 
And    eek    I    praye    Ihesu    shorte    hir 

lyues 
That  nat  wol  be  gouerned  by  hir  wyues ; 


[D  1263—1287] 
And  olde  and  angry  nygardes  of  dis- 

pence, 

God  sende  hem  soone  verray  pestilence  I 

^[Heere    endeth   the    Wyues   tale    of 

Bathe. 


8.  The  Freres  Tale. 
a)  ^[The  prologe  of  the  freres  tale. 

THis  worthy  lymytour,  this  noble  frere, 
He  made  alwey  a  maner  louryng  chiere 
Vpon  the  Somonour,  but  for  honestee 
No  vileyns  word  as  yet  to  hym  spak 

he. 

But  atte  laste  he  seyde  vn-to  the  wyf: 
'Dame/  quod  he,  God  yeue  yow  right 

good    lyf ! 
Ye   han   heer   touched — al-so   moote    I 

theel 

In   scole-matere   greet    difficultee. 
Ye  han  seyd  muche  thyng  right  wel, 

I    seye; 
But,  dame,   heere  as   we  ryde  by  the 

weye, 

Vs  nedeth  nat  to  speken  but  of  game, 
And  lete  auctoritees  on  Goddes  name 
To  prechyng  and  to  scoles  of  clergye ! 
And  if  it  lyke  to  this  compaignye, 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somonour  telle  a 

game. 
Pardeel    ye    may    wel    knowe    by    the 

name, 
That  of  a  somonour  may  no  good  be 

sayd — 
I    praye    J>at    noon   of    you    be    yuele 

apayd. 
A    somonour    is    a    renner(e)    vp    and 

doun 

WTith  mandementz  for  fornicacioun, 
And   is   y-bet   at   euery   townes   ende.' 
^[Oure    hoost    tho    spak,    'A    sire,    ye 

sholde   be   hende 
And  curteys,  as  a  man  of  youre  estaat ! 
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136 

fD  1288—1316] 
0  In  compaignye  we  wol  haue  no  debaat; 

Telleth    youre    tale,    and    lat    the    So 
monour   be !' 

'Nay,'    quod   the    Somonour,    'lat    hym 
seye  to  me 

What-so   hym  list;   whan  it   comth   to 
my   lot, 

By  God !   I  shal  hym  quiten  euery  grot, 
5  I  shal  hym  tellen  which  a  greet  honour 

It  is  to  be  a  flaterynge  lymytour, 

[And  of  many~another  manere  cryme, 

Which    nedeth    nat    rehercen   for    this 
tymej 

And  his  office  I  shal  hym  telle  ywis.' 
D  ^[Oure  hoost  answerde,  'Pees,  namoore 
of  this!' 

And  after  this  he  seyde  vn-to  the  frere : 

'Telle  forth   youre   tale,   leeue   maister 
deere !' 

b)  ^[Heere  bigynneth  the  ffreres  tale. 

Whilom    ther    was    dwellynge    in    my 

contree 
An    erchedekene,    a     man     of     heigh 

degree, 

5  That  boldely  dide   execuciown 
In  punysshynge  of  fornicackmn, 
Of  wicchecraft  and  eek  of  bawderye, 
Of  diffamacioun  and  auowtrye, 
Of    chirche-reues    and    of    testamentz, 
D  Of  contractes  and   [eek]  of  lak[ke]  of 

sacramentz, 

Of   vsure    and    of    Symonye    also. 
But  certes,  lecchours   dide  he  grettest 

wo; 
They  sholde  syngen  if  J>at  they  were 

hent, 

And  smale  tytheres  weren  f oule  yshent ; 
3  If    any    person(e)    wolde    vp-on    hem 

pleyne, 
Ther  myghte  asterte  hym  no  pecunyal 

peyne. 

ffor  smale  tithes  and  for  smal  offrynge 
He  made  the  peple  pitously  to  synge; 


8.  The  Freres  Tale. 


6870 — 6925 


[D  1317-1343] 
ffor  er  the   bisshop  caughte  hem  with 

his    hook, 

They  weren  in  the  erchedeknes  book;  00 
And     thanne    hadde    he,    thurgh     his 

^urisdiccioztn, 

Power   to    doon   on    hem   correccioim. 
He  hadde  a  somonour  redy  to  his  hond, 
A  slyer  boye   nas  noon  in  Engelond. 
ffor  subtilly  he  hadde  his  espiaille,        05 
That    taughte     hym     wher    ]>at    hym 

myghte  auaille. 
He  koude  spare   of  lecchours   oon  or 

two, 
To    techen    hym    to    foure-and-twenty 

mo. 
ffor  thogh  this  somonour  wood  were  as 

an  hare, 

To  telle  his  harlotrye  I  wol  nat  spare;  10 
ffor  we  been  out  of  his  correciottn. 
They  han  of  vs  no  iurisdicciotm, 
Ne   neuere   shullen,   terme  of   alle   hir 

lyues.' 
^[ 'Peter!  so  been  the  wommen  of  the 

styues,' 
Quod  the  Somonour,   'yPut  out  °f  my  15 

cure.' 
^['Pees,     with    myschance     and     with 

mysauenture !' 
Thus  seyde  oure  hoost,   'and  lat  hym 

telle  his  tale! 

Now  telleth  forth,   thogh  J)at   the  So 
monour  gale, 
Ne   spareth   nat,    myn   owene    maister 

deere !' 
^['This  false  theef,  this  somonour,'  quod  20 

the  frere, 
'Hadde     alwey    bawdes    redy    to     his 

hond, 

As    any    hauk    to    lure    in    Engelond, 
That  tolde  hym  al  the  secree  J)at  they 

knewe; 
ffor   hir   acqueyntance    was    nat    come 

of  newe, 
They   weren   hise   approwours   priuely.  25 
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6926 — 6978 


8.  The  Freres  Tale. 


137 


[D  1344—1369] 

He  took  hym-self  a  greet  profit  therby; 

His  maister  knew  nat  alwey  what  he 

wan. 

With-outen  mandement,  a  lewed  man 
He  koude  somne,  on  peyne  of  Cristes 

curs, 
30  And  they  were  glade  for  to  fille  his 

purs, 

And  make  hym  grete  feestes  atte  nale. 
And  right  as  ludas  hadde  purses  smale, 
And  was  a  theef,  right  swich  a  theef 

was   he. 

His  maister  hadde  but  half  his  duetee. 
35  He    was,    if    I    shal    yeuen    hym   vhis 

laude, 
A  theef,   and   eek  a   somnour,   and  a 

baude. 

He  hadde  eek  wenches  at  his  retenue, 
That,  wheither  J)at  sire  Robert  or  sire 

Hu[w]e, 
Or   lakke,   or   Rauf,   or   who-so  J>at   it 

were 
40  That  lay  by  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  his 

ere. 
^[Thus  was  the  wenche  and  he  of  oon 

assent; 
And  he  wolde  fecche  a  feyned  mande- 

.ment, 
And  somne  hem  to  [the]  chapitre  bothe 

two, 
And  pile  the  man,  and  lete  the  wenche 

go- 
45  ^[Thanne   wolde    he    seye,    '/freend,    I 

shal   for   thy   sake 
Do    striken    thee    out    of    oure    lettres 

blake; 
Thee  thar  namoore  as  in  this  cas  tra- 

uaille — 
I    am    thy    freend,    ther    I    thee    my 

auaille.' 

Certeyn,    he    knew    of    briberyes    mo 

50  Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  yeres  two; 

ffor  in  this   world  nys   dogge  for  the 

bowe 


[D  1370—1396] 
That  kan  an  hurt  deer  from  an  hool 

2/knowe 
Bet    than    this    somnour    knew    a    sly 

lecchour, 

Or  an  auowtier,  or  a  paramour; 
And  for  that  was  the  fruyt  of  al  his  55 

rente, 

Therfore  on  it  he  sette  al  his  entente. 
^[And  so  bifel  that  ones  on  a  day 
This   somnour,   euere   waytyng  on   his 

pray, 
Rood  for  to  somne  an   old  wydwe,  a 

ribibe, 

ffeynynge  a  cause,  for  he  wolde  brybe;  60 
And  tapped  that  he  saugh  bifore  hym 

ryde 

A  gay  yeman  vnder  a  fforest-syde. 
A  bowe  he  bar,  and  orwes  brighte  and 

kene; 

He  hadde  vp-on  a  courtepy  of  grene, 
An  hat  vp-on  his  heed  with  frenges  65 

blake. 
^"'Sir(e),  quod  this  somnour,  'hayl  and 

wel  atake!' 
'Wei-come,'  quod  he,  'and  euery  good 

f  elawe ! 
Wher  rydestow  vnder  this  grene-wode 

shawe  ?' 

Seyde  this  yeman,  'wiltow  fer  to-day?' 
fThis  somnour  hym  answerde,  and  70 

seyde,  'JVay, 
Heere    faste    by,'    quod    he,    'is    myn 

entente 

To  ryden,  for  to  reysen  vp  a  rente 
That  longeth  to  my  lordes  duetee.' 
^['A'rtow  thanne  a  bailly?'  'Ye,'  quod 

he. 
He    dorste    nat   for   verray   filthe   and  75 

shame 
Seye  J>at  he  was  a  somonour,  for  the 

name. 
^['Depardieux,'  quod  this  yeman,  'deere 

broother, 
Thou  art  a  bailly,  and   I  am  another. 
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I38 


8.  The  Freres  Tale. 


6979—7031 


[D  1397—1421] 

I    am   vnknowen   as    in    this    contree; 
80  Of   thyn    aqueyntance    I    wolde    praye 

thee, 
And   eek   of   bretherhede,    if   }3at   yow 

leste. 

I  haue  gold  and  siluer  in  my  cheste; 
If  that   the   happe   to   comen   in  oure 

shire, 
Al   shal    be    thyn,   right   as   thou   wolt 

desire.' 
85  ^['Grantmercy,'    quod    this    somonour, 

'by    my    feith!' 
Euerych  in  ootheres  hand  his  trouthe 

-   leith, 
for    to    be    sworne    bretheren    til    they 

deye. 


[D  1422—1449] 
And    spareth    nat    for    conscience    ne 

synne, 
But,  as  my  brother,  telle  me  how  do  01 

ye?' 
If 'Now,  by  my  trouthe,  brother  deere,' 

seyde  he, 

'As   I   shal   tellen  thee  a  feithful  tale, 
My    wages    been    ful    streite    and    ful 

smale. 

My  lord  is  hard  to  me  and  daungerous, 
i   A'nd  myn  office  is  ful   laborous,  H 

|   And  therfore  by  extorcions  I  lyue. 
ffor  sothe!    I  take  al[l]   that  men.  wol 

me  yiue; 

Algate  by  sleighte,   or   by  violence, 
|   ffro  yeer  to  yeer  I   wynne  al  my  dis- 


In  daliance  they  riden  forth  hir  weye.   |  pence — 

^[This   somonour,   that   was   as   ful   of   I    I   kan   no   bettre   telle,    feithfully.' 


Wangles 

90  As  ful  of  venym  been  thise  waryangles, 
And    euere    enqueryng    vp-on    euery- 
thyng, 


*['Now    certes,'    quod    this    somonour, 

'so  fare   I. 

I  spare  nat  to  taken,   God  it  woot, 
But   if   it   be   to   heuy  or  to   hoot, 


'Brother,'  quod  he,  'where  is  now  youre       What  I  may  gete  in  conseil  priuely — 


dwellyng, 
Another    day,    if    J)at    I    sholde     yow 

seche  ?* 
This    yeman    hym    answerde    in    softe 

speche : 
95  ^['Brother,'  quod  he,  'fer  in  the  North 

contree, 
Wher-as  I  hope  som-tyme  I  shal  thee 

see; 
Er    we    departe,    I    shal    thee    so    wel 

wisse, 
That  of  myn  hous  ne  shaltow  neuere 

mysse.' 
^['Now  brother,'   quod  this  somonour, 

'I    yow    preye, 
00  Teche  me,  whil  ]Dat  we  ryden  by  the 

weye, 

Syn  |)at  ye  been  a  baillif,  as  am  I, 
Som  subtiltee,  and  telle  me  feithfully 
In  myn  office  how  I  may  moost 

wynne  ? 


No  maner  conscience  of  that  haue  I.  2 
Nere   myn   extorcioun,    I    myghte    nat 

lyuen, 
Nor    of    swiche    fopes    wol    I    nat    be 

shryuen ; 

Stomak  ne  conscience  ne  knowe  I  noon, 
I   shrewe   thise   shrifte-fadres    euerych- 

oon! 
Wel  be  we  met,  by  God  and  by  seint  2 

lame! 
But,  leeue  brother,  teUe  me  thanne  thy 

name,' 
Quod   this   somonour.    In   this    meene 

while 

This  yeman  gan  a  litel  for  to  smyle: 
^['Brother,'    quod    he,     'wiltow    J>at     I 

thee   telle? 
I    am    a    feend — my    dwellyng    is    in  3 

helle, 
And  heere  I  ryde  aboute  my  purchas- 

yng, 
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7032 — 


8.  The  Freres  Tale. 


[D  1450—1477] 

To  wite  wher  men  wolde  yeue  me  any- 

thyng; 

My  purchas  is  theffect  of  al  my  rente. 
Looke  how  thou  rydest  for  the  same 

entente ! 
35  To  wynne  good,   thou  rekkest   neuere 

how. 
Right  so  fare  I;  for  ryde  I  wolde  right 

now 

Vn-to  the   worldes   ende  for   a  preye.' 
^['A!'  quod  this  somonour,  'benedicite! 

what    sey    ye  ? 

I    wende    ye    were    a    yeman    trewely. 
40  Ye   han  a   mannes   shap  as  wel  as   I  ; 
Han  ye  figure   thanne  determinat 
In  helle,  ther  ye  been  in  youre  estat?' 
^'Nay,  certeinly,'  quod  he,  'ther  haue 

we  noon; 
But   whan  vs   liketh,   we   kan  take  vs 

oon, 

45  Or  elles  make  yow  seme  we  been  shape 
Som-tyme  lyk  a  man,  or  lyk  an  ope, 
Or  lyk  an  angel  kan  I  ryde  or  go. 
It  is  no  wonder  thyng  thogh  it  be  so; 
A  lowsy  ^ogelour  kan  deceyue  thee, 
50  And  pardee!  yet  kan  I  moore  craft 

than    he.' 
^['Why,'  quod  the  somonour,  'ryde  ye 

thanne  or  goon 

In  senary  shap,  and  nat  alwey  in  oon?' 
^['ffor    we,'    quod    he,    'wol    vs    swiche 

formes    make 
As   moost  able   is  oure   preyes  for  to 

take.' 
55  ^['What    maketh   yow   to    han   al   this 

labour?' 

^f'fful    many^a    cause,    leeue    sire    so 
monour,' 
Seyde  this  feend,  'but  alle  thyng  hath 

tyme. 
The    day    is    short,    and    it    is    passed 

pryme, 
And    yet   ne    wan   I    no-thyng   in   this 

day. 


[D  1478-1504] 

I    wol   entende   to  wynnen,    if   I   may,  6( 
And  nat  entende  oure  wittes  to  declare, 
ffor,  brother  myn,  thy  wit  is  al  to  bare 
To  vnderstonde,  al-thogh  I  tolde  hem 

thee. 

But  for  thou  axest  why  labouren  we: 
ffor  som-tyme  we  been  Goddes  instru-  6i 

mentz 
And    meenes    to    doon   hise    comande- 

mentz, 

Whan   that   hym   list,   vp-on    his   crea 
tures 

In  diuers   art  and   in  diuerse  figures. 
With-outen   hym  we   haue   no   myght, 

certayn, 

If  that  hym  list  to  stonden  ther-agayn;  7( 
And  som-tyme,  at  oure  prayere,  han  we 

leue 
Oonly    the    body,~and    nat    the    soule 

greue— 
Witnesse  on  lob,  whom  that  we  diden 

wo — 
And  som-tyme  han  we  myght  of  bothe 

two, 
This   is   to   seyn :    of   soule   and   body  71 

eke; 
And   som-tyme    be   we   suffred   for   to 

seke 
Vp-on    a    man,    and    doon    his    soule 

vnreste, 
And  nat  his   body^and  al   is   for  the 

beste. 
Whan     he    withstandeth    oure     temp- 

tacioun, 

I't  is  cause  of  his  sauacioun,  81 

Al  be  it  that  it  was  nat  oure  entente 
He  sholde  be  sauf,  but  hat  we  wolde 

hym    hente  ; 
And    som-tyme    be    we    seruant    vn-to 

man, 

As  to  the  ercAebisshop  Seint  Dunstan, 
And  to  the  Apostles  seruant  eek  was  I.'  8. 
^T'Yet   telle   me,'    quod   the   somonour, 

'feithfully, 
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8.  The  Freres  Tale. 


7087—7140 


[D  I505-I533J 

Make  ye  yow  newe  bodies  thus  alway 

Of    elementz?'     The    feend    answerde, 


Som-tyme  we  feyne,  and  som-tyme  we 

aryse 

90  With  dede  bodyes  in  ful  sondry  wyse, 
And  speke  as  renably,  and  faire,  and 

wel 

As   to  the   Phitonissa  dide   Samuel; 
And   yet   wol   some   men    seye   it   was 

nat  he  — 

I   do  no  fors  of  youre  dyuynytee  ! 
95  But  o  thyng  warne  I  thee  —  I  wol  nat 

iape: 
Thou  wolt  algates  wite  how  we  been 

shape. 
Thou  shalt  herafterwardes,  my  brother 

deere, 
Come  there  thee  nedeth  nat  of  me  to 

leere, 
ffor    thou    shalt    by    thyn    owene    ex 

perience 
00  Konne  in  a  chayer  rede  of  this  sent 

ence 
Bet    than    Virgile,    while    he    was    on 

lyue, 

Or  Dant  also  —  jYow  lat  vs  ryde  blyue; 
ffor  I  wol[e]  holde  compaignye  with 

thee 

Til  it  be  so  that  thou  forsake  me.' 
05  ^f'Nay/  quod  this  somonour,  'that  shal 

nat  bityde; 

I  am  a  yeman  knowen  is  ful  wyde. 
My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  as  in  this  cas; 
ffor  though  thou  were  the  deuel  Sa- 

thanas, 

My  trouthe  wol  I  holde  to  my  brother, 
10  As    I    am    sworn,    and    ech    of   vs   til 

oother, 

ffor  to  be  trewe  brother  in  this  cas; 
And  bothe  we  goon  abouten  oure 

purchas. 
Taak    thou   thy    part,    what    J)at    men 

wol  thee   yiue, 
And  I   shal  myn,  thus  may  we  bothe 

lyue; 
15  And    if    })at    any~of    vs    haue    moore 

than  oother. 


[D  1534-1558] 
Lat  hym  be  trewe,  and  parte  with  his 

brother.' 
^|'I   graunte/  quod  the  deuel,  'by  my 

fey!' 
And  with  that  word  they  ryden  forth 

hir  wey. 
And  right  at  the  entryng  of  the  townes 

ende, 
To  which  this  somonour  shoop  hym  for  20 

to    wende, 
They  saugh  a   cart  that   charged  was 

with  hey, 
Which  J>at   a   carter(e)   droof  forth   in 

his    wey. 
Deep  was  the  wey,  for  which  the  carte 

stood. 
The  carter(e)  smoot,  and  cryde,  as  he" 

•were    wood : 
'Hayt,   Brok!   hayt,    Scot— what,   spare  25 

ye  for  the  stones? 
The    feend,'    quod    he,    'yow    fecche, 

body~and    bones, 

As  ferforthly  as  euere  were  ye  foledl 
So   muche    wo    as    I    haue    with    yow 

tholed! 
The    deuel    h'aue    al — bothe    hors    and 

cart  and  hey !' 
•[This    somonour    seyde,    '.Heere    shwl  30 

we  haue  a  pley!' 
And  neer  the  feend  he  drough,  as  noght 

ne  were, 

fful   priuely,   and   rowned   in   his   ere : 
'Herkne,   my  brother,   herkne,   by  thy 

feith! 
Herestow    nat    how    J)at    the    carter(e) 

seith? 
Hente    it    anon,    for    he    hath    yeue   it  35 

thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart,  and  eek  hise  caples 

thre.' 
^f 'Nay/    quod   the    deuel,    'God    woot, 

neuer-a-deel ! 
It  is   nat  his   entente,   truste  thou   me 

weel! 
Axe  hym  thy-self,  if  thou  nat  trowest 

me, 
Or  elles  stynte  a  while,  and  thou  shalt  40 

see!' 


7093.   som  E.He.L.     97.   here  aftyrward  G.,   etc.   (Sk.).      7109.   to]  to  thee  He.D.H.4 
(SI.  fiir  G.).     24.  The  E.G.,  This  He.,  etc.     30.  shal  E.L.H.4     38.  thou  E.He.,   f.  G.,  etc. 


7141— 


8.  The  Freres  Tale. 


141 


[D  1559-1582] 

^[This  carter(e)   taketh  his   hors  vp-on 

the  croupe, 
And     they    bigonne    drawen    and    to- 

stoupe. 
'Heyt,  now!'  quod  he  'ther  Ihesu  Crist 

yow  blesse, 
And    al    his    handwerk,    bothe    moore 

and  lesse ! 
45  That  was  wel  twight,  myn  owene  lyard 

boy! 
I  praye  to  God  saue  thee,  and  seinte 

Loy! 
Now    is    my    cart    out    of    the     slow, 

pardee !' 
^['Lo,  brother/  quod  the  feend,  'what 

tolde    I    thee  ? 
He  ere   may  ye   se,   myn  owene  deere 

brother, 
50  The  carl  spak  o  thyng,  but  he  thoghte 

another. 

Lat  vs  go  forth  abouten  oure  viagel 
Heere  wynne  I  no-thyng  vp-on  cariage.' 
^[Whan  that  they  coomen  som-what 

out   of   towne, 
This  somonour*  to  his  brother  gan  to 

rowne : 
55  'Brother,'  quod  he  'heere  woneth  an  old 

rebekke, 
That  hadde  almoost  as  lief  to  lese  hir 

nekke 

As  for  to  yeue  a  peny  of  hir  good. 
I  wol[e]  han  .XIJ.  pens  though  £at  she 

be  wood, 
Or    I    wol    sompne    hir(e)    vn-to    oure 

office, 
60  And  yet,  God  woot,  of  hir(e)  knowe  I 

no  vice. 
But    for    thou    kanst    nat,    as    in    this 

contree, 
Wynne   thy  cost,   taak  heer  ensample 

of  me.' 
^[This  somonour  clappeth  at  the  wyd- 

wes    gate : 
'Com   out,'   quod   he,   'thou   olde   viry- 

trate ! 


[D  1583—1608] 
I  trowe  thou  hast  som  frere  or  preest  65 

with  thee.' 
^['Who  clappeth,'  seyde  this  wyf,  'bene- 

dicitee ! 
God    saue    you,    sire — what    is    youre 

sweete   wille  ?' 
^['1    haue,'    quod    he,    'of    somonce    a 

bille. 
Vp  [on]   peyne   of  cursyng,  looke  J)at 

thou  be 

Tomorn  bifore  the   erchedeknes  knee,  7C 
Tanswere     to    the     court    of     certeyn 

thynges.' 
^['Now,   lord,'   quod  she,  'Crist   Ihesu, 

kyng  of   kynges, 

So  wisly  help(e)   me  as   I  ne  may! 
I  haue  been  syk,  and  that  ful  many~a 

day; 
I   may  nat  go  so  fer,'   quod  she,   'ne  7i 

ryde 
But   I   be   deed,   so   priketh  it  in   my 

syde. 

May  I  nat  axe  a  libel,  sir(e)  somonour, 
And  answere  there  by  my  procutour 
To  swich  thyng  as  men  wole  opposen 

me?' 
^['Yis,'     quod     this     somonour,     'paye  8( 

anon — lat  se — 
Twelf    pens    to    me,    and    I    wol    the 

acquite. 

I  shal  no  profit  han  ther-by  but  lite; 
My  maister  hath  the  profit,  and  nat  I. 
Com  of,  and  lat  me  ryden  hastily — 
Yif  me  .XIJ.  pens — I  may  no  lenger  SI 

tarye !' 
^[ 'Twelf  pens?'   quod  she,   'now,   lady 

Seinte   Marie 
So  wisly  helpe  me   [God]  out  of  care 

and  synne! 
This   wyde  world  thogh  J)at   I   sholde 

wynne, 
Ne  haue  I  nat  .XIJ.  pens  with-a'nne  myn 

hoold ! 
Ye  knowen  wel  that  I  am  poure  and  9C 

oold: 
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7191—7240 


[D  1609 — 1632] 

Kithe    youre    olmesse    on    me,    poure 

wrecche !' 
^['Nay,    thanne,'    quod    he,    'the    foule 

feend   me   fecche 
If    I    thexcuse,    though   thou    shul    be 

spilt !' 
^f 'Alias!'  quod  she,  God  woot,  I  haue 

no  gilt!' 
95  ^['Paye  me,'  quod  he,  'or  by  the  sweete 

seinte  Anne! 

As  I   wol  bere  awey  thy  newe  panne 
ffor  dette   which  that  thou   owest   me 

of    old, 
Whan    ]pat    thou    madest    thyn    hous- 

bonde   cokewold, 

I  payde  at  hoom  for  thy  correccioun.' 
00  *['Thou    lixt,'    quod    she,    'by    my   sa- 

uacioun ! 
Ne  was   I   neuere  er   now,   wydwe  ne 

wyf, 
Somoned  vn-to   youre  court  in  al  my 

lyf, 

Ne    neuere    I    nas    but    of    my    body 

trewe ! 
Vn-to   the    deuel    blak   and    rough    of 

hewe 

05  Yeue  I  thy  body  and  my  panne  also!' 
^[And    whan    the    deuel    herde    hir(e) 

cursen    so 
Vp-on    hir    knees,    he    seyde    in    this 

manere : 
'Now,     Mabely,     myn     owene     moder 

deere, 
Is    this    youre    wyl    in    ernest    J)at    ye 

seye  ?' 
10  ^['The    deuel,'    quod    she,    'so    fecche 

h'ym  er  he  deye, 
And   panne   and   al,   but   he   wol  hym 

repente!' 
*['Nay,    olde    stot,    that    is    nat    myn 

entente,' 
Quod   this   somonour,    'for   to   repente 

me 
ffor    any-thyng    that    I    haue    had    of 

thee; 


[D  1633-1658] 
I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  euery  15 

cloothl' 

,   brother,'   quod  the  deuel,   'be 
i  nat  wrooth! 

Thy  body  and  this  panne  been  myne 

by   right. 
Thou   shalt   with    me   to    helle    yet   to- 

nyght, 
Where    thou    shalt    knowen    of     oure 

priuetee 

Moore  than  a  maister  of   dyuynytee!'  20 
And  with  that  word  this   foule  feend 

hym   hente — 
B6dy~and    soule    he    with    the    deuel 

wente 

Wher-as  that  somonours  han  hir  herit 
age. 

And  God,  JDat  maked  after  his  ymage 
Mankynde,  saue  and  gyde  vs  alle  and  25 

some, 
And  leue  thise  somonours  goode  men 

bicome ! 
Lordynges,    I    koude    han   toold   yow,' 

quod  this  frere, 
Hadde  I  had  leyser  for  this  Somnour 

heere, 
After  the  text  of  Crist,  and  Poul,  and 

lohn, 

And  of  oure  othere  doctours  many  oon,  30 
Swiche      peynes,      that     youre     herte 

myghte  agryse, 

Al  be  it  so  no  tonge  may  [it]  deuyse — 
Though    JDat     I    myghte    a     thousand 

wynter   telle — 
The   peynes   of  thilke   cursed   hous   of 

helle. 
But,   for   to   kepe   vs    fro   that   cursed  35 

place, 
Waketh    and    preyeth    Ihesu    for    his 

grace 

So  kepe  vs  fro  the  temptour  Sathanas! 
Herketh  this  word,  beth  war  as  in  this 

cas: 

The  leoun  sit  in  his  awayt  alway 
To  sle  the  znnocent,   if  that  he  may.  40 
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[D  1659—1681] 

Disposeth    ay    youre    hertes    to    with- 

stonde 
The  feend,  hat  yow  wolde  make  thral 

and  bonde. 
He   may  nat  tempte  yow   ouer  youre 

myght, 
ffor  Crist  wol  be  youre  champion  and 

knyght. 
45  And  prayeth  hat  thise  somonours  hem 

repente 
Of    hir    mysdedes    er    J>at    the    feend 

hem  hente! 
^[Heere  endeth  the  ffreeres  tale. 


g.  The  Somonours  Tale. 

a)   1[The   prologe   of  the   Somonours 
tale. 

This    Somonour    in    his    styropes    hye 

stood; 
Vp-on    this    frere    his    herte    was     so 

wood, 
That  lyk  an  aspen  leef  he  quook  for 

ire. 
50  *['Lordynges,'   quod  he,   'but  o  thyng 

I  desire: 

I  yow  biseke  that  of  youre  curteisye, 
Syn  ye  han  herd  this  false  frere  lye, 
As  suffreth  me  I  may  my  tale  telle! 
This  frere  bosteth  that  he  knoweth 

helle, 

55  And  God  it  woot  that  it  is  litel  wonder : 
ffreres   and  feendes   been  but   lyte   a- 

sonder; 
ffor,   pardee!   ye   han  ofte   tyme   herd 

telle 
How   that   a   frere   rattysshed   was    to 

helle 

In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun; 
60  And  as   an  angel  ladde   hym  vp  and 

doun, 
To  shewen  hym  the  peynes   hat  ther 

were, 

In  al  the  place  saugh  he  nat  a  frere; 
Of  oother  folk  he  saugh  ynowe  in  wo. 


[D  1682—1709] 

Vn-to  this  angel  spak  the  frere  tho : 
^['Now,  sire,'  quod  he,  'han  freres  65 

swich    a    grace, 
That  noon  of  hem  shal  come  to  this 

place  ?' 
*['Yis,'  quod  this  angel,   'many~a  wil- 

lioun !' — 
And    vn-to    Sathanas    he    ladde    hym 

doun — 
'And    now    hath    Sathanas,'    seith    he, 

'a    tayl 

Brodder  than  of  a  carryk  is  the  sayl.  70 
Hold    vp,    thy    tayl,    thou    Sathanas!' 

quod   he, 
Shewe  forth  thyn  ers,  and  lat  the  frere 

se 
Wher(e)   is   the   nest   of  freres   in  this 

place.' 
And    er    J>at    half    a    furlong    wey    of 

space, 
Right  so  as  bees  out  swarmen  from  an  75 

hyue, 

Out  of  the  deueles  ers  ther  gonne  dryue 
Twenty  thousand  freres  in  a  route, 
And  thurgh-out  helle  swarmeden  aboute, 
And  comejn]  agayn  as  faste  as  they 

may   gon, 

And  in  his  ers  they  crepten  euerychon.  80 
He  clapte  his  tayl  agayn,  and  lay  ful 

stille. 
This  frere,   whan   he   hadde   looked  al 

'his  fille 

Vpon  the  tormentz  of  this  sory  place, 
His  spirit  God  restored  of  his  grace 
Vn-to  his  body^again,  and  he  awook;  85 
But  natheles,  for  fere  yet  he  quook. 
So  was  the  deueles  ers  ay  in  his  mynde, 
That  is  his  heritage  of  verray  kynde. 
God  saue  yow  alle,  saue  this  cursed 

'  frere! 
My  prologe  wol  I  ende  in  this  manere.'  90 

b)   *j[Heere  bigynneth  the  Somonour 
his  tale. 

l^Ordynges,   ther   is    in   Yorkshire,    as 
I    gesse, 
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9.  The  Somonours  Tale. 


[D  1710-1738] 

A  merssh?/  contree,  called  Holdernesse, 
In  which  ther  wente  a  lymytour  aboute, 
To  preche  and  eek  to  begge,  it  is  no 

doute. 

95  And  so  bifel  that  on  a  day  this  frere 
Hadde    preched    at    a    chirche    in    his 

manere, 

And  specially,  abouen  euery-thyng, 
Excited  he  the  peple  in  his  prechyng 
To  trentals,  and  to  yeue  for  Goddes 

sake 
00  Wher-with   men   myghte   hooly  houses 

make, 

Ther-as  diuine  seruyce  is  honoured, 
Nat  ther-as  it  is  wasted  and  deuoured, 
Ne  ther  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  be  y^ue, 
As  to  possessioners  that  mowen  lyue, 
05  Thanked  be  God!  in  wele  and  habun- 

daunce. 
'Trentals,'  seyde  he,  'deliueren  fro  pe- 

naunce 
Hir   freendes   soules,    as   wel    olde   as 

yonge, 

Ye,  whan  J)at  they  been  hastily  ysonge, 
Nat  for  to  holde  a  preest  ioly  and 

gay— 

10  He  syngeth  nat  but  o  masse  in  a  day. 
Deliuereth    out,'    quod    he,    'anon    the 

soules ! 
fful  hard  it  is  with  flesshhook  or  with 

oules 
To    been    yclawed,    or    to    brenne    or 

bake. 
Now    spede    yow    hastily,    for    Cristes 

sake !' 
15  And  whan  this  frere  had  seyd  al  his 

entente, 
With  "qui  cum  pat  re"  forth  his  wey 

he  wente. 
^[Whan  folk  in  chirche  had  yeue  him 

what  hem  leste, 
He  wente  his  wey — no  lenger  wolde  he 

reste. 
With  scrippe  and  tipped  staf,  ytukked 

hye, 
20  In   euery   hous   he   gan   to   poure  and 

prye, 
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~[D  1739-1766] 
And  beggeth  mele,  and  chese,  or  elles 

corn. 
His   felawe    hadde   a   staf  tipped  with 

horn, 

A  peyre  of  tables  al  of  yuory, 
And  a  poyntel  polysshed  fetisly, 
And  wroot[e]  the  names  alwey  as  he 

stood, 

Of  alle  folk  that  yaf  hym  any  good, 
Ascaunces  that  he  wolde  for  hem  preye. 
'Yif  vs  a  busshel  whete,  ma.lt,  or  reye, 
A  goddes  kechyl,  or  a  tryp(e)  of  chese, 
Or  elles  what  yow  lyst — we  may  nat 

cheese ; 

A  goddes  halfpeny,  or  a  masse  peny, 
Or  yif  vs  of  youre  brawn,  if  ye  haue 

eny; 

A  dagon  of  youre  blanket,  leeue  darnel 
Oure  suster  deere,  lo,  heere  I  write 

youre    name ! 
Bacon  or  beef,  or  swich  thyng  as  ye 

fynde.' 
^[A   sturdy   harlot   wente   ay   hem   bi- 

hynde, 
That  was  hir  hostes  man,   and  bar  a 

sak, 
And  what  men  yaf  hem,   leyde  it.  on 

his  bak. 
And   whan   J>at    he   was   out   at   dore, 

anon 

He  planed  awey  the  names  euerichon 
That  he  biforn  had  writen  in  his 

tables- 
He  serued  hem  with  nyfles  and  with 

fables.' 
^f'Nay,  ther  thou  lixt,  thou  Somonour!' 

quod  the  frere. 
Jf/PeesF  quod  oure  Hoost,  'for  Cristes 

mooder  deere! 
Telle  forth  thy  tale,  and  spare  it  nat 

at  al!' 
T'So  thryue   I,'   quod  this   Somonour, 

'so    I    shall— 
IfSo   longe    he    wente   hous    by   hous, 

til  he 
Cam   til    an    hous    ther    he   was   wont 

to  be 


7292.  merssh  E.He.  7306.  deliueren  E.D.,  deliuereth  He.,  etc.  17.  leste  He.C.,  lest 
E.,  etc.  (GL).  18.  wente  He.C.H.*,  went  E.,  etc.  (Gl.).  25.  wroote  E.P.L.  27.  prey  E.  (Gl.). 
28.  vs]  hym  E.  36.  hem  ay  G.D.C.L.,  alway  P.,  hem  ...  ay  H.4 


9.  The  Somonours  Tale. 


145 


[D  I767—1793J 

Refresshed  moore  than  in  an  hundred 

placis. 
50  Syk  lay  the  goode  man  whos  ])at  the 

place  is; 

Bedrede  vp-on  a  couche  lowe  he  lay. 
'Deus  hie!'  quod  he,  'o  Thomas, 

freend,  good  day!' 

Seyde  this  frere  curteisly  and  softe. 
'Thomas/  quod  he  'God  yelde  yow! 

ful  ofte 
55  Haue    I    vp-on    this    bench    faren    ful 

weel  ; 
Heere    haue    I    eten    many~a     myrie 

meel.' 
And    fro    the    bench    he    droof    away 

the   cat, 
And  leyde  adoun  his  potente  and  his 

hat, 
And  eek   his    scrippe,    and   sette   hym 

softe  adoun. 

60  His  felawe  was  go  walked  in-to  toun 
fforth     with     his     knaue,     in-to     that 

hostelrye 
Wher(e)-as  he  shoop  hym  thilke  nyght 

to    lye. 
^['O    deere    maister,'    quod    this    sike 

man, 
'How    han    ye    fare    sith    J>at    March 

bigan  ? 
65  I  saugh  yow  noght  this  fourtenyght  or 

moore.' 
'Good    woot,'    quod    he,     'laboured    I 

haue  ful  soore, 

And    specially    for    thy   sauaciown 
Haue    I    seyd    many^a    precious    ori- 

sotm, 
And    for    oure    othere    freendes — God 

hem    blesse ! — 
70  I  haue  to-day  been  at  your(e)  chirche 

at    messe, 
And  seyd  a  sermo2tn  after  my  symple 

wit, 

Nat  al  after  the  text  of  hooly  writ, 
ffor  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose; 
And  therfore  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the 

glose. 
75  Glcsynge  is  a  glorious  thyng,  certeyn, 


[D  1794-1821] 
ffor  lettre   sleeth,   so  as   thise  clerkes 

seyn. 

There  haue  I  taught  hem  to  be  charit 
able, 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  reson- 

able; 
And  there  I  saugh  oure  dame — a,  where 

is    she  ?' 
^['Yond  in  the   yerd   I   trowe  {>at  she  80 

be/ 
Seyde   this    man,    'and   she   wol   come 

anon.' 
^T'Ey,    maister,    wel-come    be    ye,    by 

seint    lohn !' 

Seyde  this  wyf,  'how  fare  ye,  hertely?' 
^[The  frere  ariseth  vp  ful  curteisly, 
And  hir(e)  embraceth  in  his  armes  85 

narwe, 
And   kiste   hir(e)   sweete,  and  chirteth 

as    a    sparwe 
With    his    lyppes.     'Dame,'    quod    he, 

'right   weel, 

As  he  that  is  youre  seruant  euery-deel. 
Thanked  be  God,  hat  yow  yaf  soule 

and  lyf! 

Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  fair  a  wyf  90 
In  al  the  chirche — God  so  saue  me!' 
•[['Ye,    God    amende    defautes,    sir(e),' 

quod    she, 

'Algates  wel-come  be  ye,  by  my  fey !' 
'Graunt  mercy,  dame,  this  haue  I 

founde   alwey; 
But  of  youre  grete  goodnesse,  by  youre  95 

leue, 
I    wolde    preye   yow    J)at    ye    nat   yow 

greue— 
I    wol[e]    with    Thomas    speke    a    litel 

throwe. 
Thise    curatz    been    ful    necligent    and 

slowe 

To    grope    tendrely    a   conscience. 
In  shrift,  in  prechyng  is  my  diligence,  00 
And   studie~in   Petres   wordes   and   in 

Poules : 
I    walke,    and    fisshe    cristen    mennes 

soules, 
To  yelden  Ihesu  Crist  his  propre  rente; 
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[D  1822—1849] 

To    sprede    his    word    is    set    al    myn 

entente. 
05  T'Now,  by  youre  leue,  o  deere  sir(e),' 

quod    she, 

'Chideth  him  wel,  for  seinte  Trinitee! 
He   is  as   angry   as  a   pissemyre, 
Though   fiat   he   haue   al   that   he  kan 

desire; 
Though  I  him  wrye  a-nyght,  and  make 

hym    warm, 
10  And  on  hym  leye  my  leg  outher  myn 

arm, 
He  groneth  lyk  oure  boor  lith  in  oure 

sty. 
Oother    desport    ryght    noon    of    hym 

haue  I — 
I    may   nat    plese    hym    in    no    maner 

cas.' 
TO    Thomas  1     le  •  vous    dy,    Thomas, 

Thomas ! 
15  This  maketh  the  feend — this  moste  ben 

amended. 

Ire  is  a  thyng  that  hye  God  defended, 
And   ther-of   wol    I    speke    a   word   or 

two.' 
T'Now,    maister,'    quod    the    wyf,    'er 

J>at    I    go, 
What   wol    ye    dyne?     I    wol   go   ther- 

aboute.' 
20  T'Now,   dame,'   quod   he,   'le   vous   dy 

sanz    doute, 
Haue    I    nat    of    a    capown    but    the 

lyuere, 
And  of   youre   softe   breed   nat   but  a 

shyuere, 

And  after  that  a  rested  pigges  heed — 
But  that  I  nolde  no  beest  for  me  were 

deed—, 
25  Thanne    hadde    I     with    yow    hoomly 

suffisaunce; 

I  am  a  man  of  litel  sustenaunce. 
My  spirit  hath  his  fostryng  in  the  Bible, 
The  body~is  ay  so  redy  and  penyble 
To  wake,  that  my  stomak  is  destroyed. 
30  I  preye  yow,  dame,  ye  be  nat  anoyed, 
Though  I  so  freendly  yow  my  conseil 

shewe — 


[D  1850—1878] 
By   God!     I    wolde    nat   telle   it  but  a 

fewe.' 
T'Now,  sir(e),'  quod  she,  'but  o  word 

er    I    go ! 
My  child  is  deed  with-mne  thise  wykes 

two, 
Soone  after  J)at  ye  wente  out  of  this 

toun.' 

T'His  deeth  saugh  I  by  reuelacioun,' 
Seyth  this  frere,  'at  hoom  in  oure 

dortour. 

I  dar  wel  seyn  that,  er  J>at  half  an  hour 
After  his  deeth,  I  saugh  hym  born  to 

blisse 

In  myn  avisiown,  so  God  me  wissel 
So  dide  oure  sexteyn  and  oure  /er- 

merer, 

That  han  been  trewe  freres  fifty  yeer — 
They  may  now — God  be  thanked  of 

his    loone ! — 

Maken  hir  Jubilee,  and  walke  allone. 
And  vp  I  roos,  and  al  oure  couent 

eke, 
With    many~a    teare    triklyng    on    my 

cheke ; 
Withouten     noyse     or    claterynge     of 

belles, 
"Te   deum"   was   oure  song,   and  no- 

thyng  elles, 

Sane  that  Crist  I  seyde  an  orisown, 
Thankynge  hym  of  his  reuelaciown. 
ffor,  sir(e)  and  dame,  trusteth  me 

right  weel, 

Oure  orisons  been  wel  moore  effectueel, 
And  moore  we  seen  of  Cristes  secree 

thynges 
Than  burel  folk,  al-though  they  weren 

kynges. 

We  lyue  in  pouerte  and  in  abstinence, 
And  burell  folk  in  richesse  and  des- 

pence 
Of  mete  and   drynke,  and   in  hir  foul 

delit. 

We  han  this  worldes  lust  al  in  despit. 
Lazar  and  diues  lyueden  diuersly, 
And  diuerse  gerdown  hadden  they  ther- 

by. 
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Wh'o-so  wol  preye,  he  moot  faste  and 

be  clene, 
And    fatte    his    soule,    and    make    his 

body  lene.f) 
We  fare  as  seith  thapostle:  clooth  and 

foode 
Suffisen   vs,    though    they   be    nat   ful 

gioode. 
65  The  clennesse  and  the  fastynge  of  vs 

freres 
Maketh      J^at     Crist     accepteth      oure 

preyeres. 
^[Lo,  Moyses  fourty  dayes  and  fourty 

nyght        [*^de  orationibus  & 

leiunijs 

ffasted,    er    hat    the    heighe    God    of 

myght 
Spak   with-hym   in   the   mountayne   of 

Synay; 
70  With  empty  wombe,  fastynge  many~a 

day, 

Receyued  he  the  lawe  that  was  writen 
With    Goddes    fynger,    and   Elye — wel 

ye   witen — 

In  mount  Oreb,  er  he  hadde  any  speche 

With  hye  God,  that  is  oure  lyues  leche, 

75  He  fasted  longe,  and  was  in  contem- 

plawnce. 
^[  Aaron,    that    hadde    the    temple    in 

gouernawnce, 
And  eek   the  othere    preestes   euerich- 

on, 
In-to    the    temple    whan    they    sholde 

gon 

To  preye  for  the  peple,  and  do  seruyse, 
80  They    nolden    drynken,    in    no    maner 

wyse, 
No    drynke    which    pat    myghte    hem 

dronke    make, 
But    there    in    abstinence    preye    and 

wake, 
Lest    that    they    deyden — taak     heede 

what  I  seye ! — 
But  they  be  sobre  that  for  the  peple 

preye : 


[D  1903—1932] 
Ware  that  I — I  seye  namoore,  for  it  suf-  .85 

fiseth. 

Oure  Lord  Ihesu,  as  hooly  writ  deuyseth, 
Yaf  vs  ensample  of  fastynge  and 

preyeres ; 
Therfore     we     mendynantz,     we     sely 

freres, 

Been  wedded   to   pouerte   and   contin 
ence, 

To  charite,  humblesse,  and  abstinence,  90 
To  persecuciown  for  rightwisnesse, 
To   wepyng[e],   wisericorde,    and   clen 
nesse. 
And    therfore    may    ye    se    pat     oure 

preyeres — 
I    speke    of    vs,    we    mendynantz,    we 

freres — 

Been  to  the  hye  God  moore  acceptable  95 
Than  youres,  with  youre  feestes  at  the 

table. 

ffro  Paradys  first — if  I  shal  nat  lye — 
Was  man  out-chaced  for  his  glotonye, 
And  chaast  was  man  in  Paradys,  cer- 

teyn. 
^[But    herkne,    Thomas,    what    that    I  00 

shal  seyn! 

I  ne  haue  no  text  of  it,  as  I  suppose, 
But  I  shal  fynde  it  iri  a  maner  glose, 
That  specially  oure  sweete  .Lord  Ihesus 
Spak  this  by  freres,  whan  he  seyde 

thus: 
^["Blessed  be  they  that  pouere  in  spirit  05 

been," 
And   so   forth   al  the   gospel   may  ye 

seen, 

Wher    it    be    likker    oure    professioun 
Or  hirs  that  swymmen  in  possessioun. 
ffy  on  hir  pompe  and  on  hir  glotonye, 
And  for  hir  lewednesse  I  hem  diffye!  10 
^[Me  thynketh  they  been  lyk  louiny- 

an, 
ffat   as   a   whale,   and   walkynge   as   a 

swan, 

Al  vinolent  as  fcotel  in  the  spence. 
Hir  preyer(e)  is  of  ful  greet  reuerence: 
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[D  1933-1959] 
15  Whan  they  for  soules  seye  the  psalm 

of    Dauit, 
Lo!    "bu/"    they    seye,    "cor    meum 

eructauitl" 
Who   folweth    Cristes    gospel    and    his 

foore, 
But  we  J)at  humble  been  and  chaast, 

and   poore, 
Werkeris    of    Goddes    word,    not    au- 

ditours  ? 
20  Therfore,    right   as    an   hauk   vp   at   a 

sours 
Vp-springeth      in-to     their,     right     so 

prayeres 

Of  charitable  and  chaste  bisy  freres 
Maken  hir  sours  to  Goddes  eres  two. 
Thomas,  Thomas!  so  moote  I  ryde 

or   go, 
25  And   by  that  lord  J)at   clepid  is  seint 

Yue! 
Nere    thou    oure    brother,    sholdestou 

nat   thryue 1 
In   oure   chapitre    praye   we    day   and 

nyght 
To  Crist  J)at  he  thee  sende  heele  and 

myght 

Thy   body   for   to   weelden   hastily.' 
30  ^['God  woot,'  quod  he,  'no-thyrig  ther-of 

feele   I! 

As  helpc  me  Crist,  as  in  a  fewe  yeres 
I  han  spent  vp-on  diuerse  manere  freres 
fful  many~a  pound,  yet  fare  I  neuer 

the   bet. 
Certeyn,    my    good    I    haue     almoost 

biset— 

35  ffarwel,    my   goldl — for    it   is    al   ago.' 
^[The    frere     answerde,     '0    Thomas, 

dostow  so? 

/     What  nedeth  yow  diuerse  freres  seche? 
WThat   nedeth   hym   |)at   hath   a   parfit 

leche 

To  sechen  othere  leches  in  the  toun? 

40  Youre  inconstance  is  youre  confusioun. 

Holde    ye    thanne    me,    or    elles    oure 

couent, 


[D  1960-1987] 

To  praye  for  yow  been  insufficient? 
Thomas,  that  z'ape  nys  nat  worth  a 

myte  1 

Youre  maladye  is  for  we  han  to  lyte. 
A!  yif  that  eouent  half  a  quarter  4 

otes! 

A!   yif  that  eouent  XXIIIJ.  grotes! 
A!  yif  that  frere  a  peny^and  lat  hym 

go! 
Nay,  nay  Thomas,  it  may  no-thyng  be 

so. 
What   is   a   ferthyng   worth   parted   in 

twelue  ? 

Lo!  ech  thyng  that  is  oned  in  it-seluef)  5 
|    Is   moore   strong   than   whan   it   is  to- 

scatered. 
I   Thomas,    of    me   thou    shalt   nat    been 

yf  latered  1 
Thou  woldest  han  oure  labour  al  for 

noght. 
The  hye  God,  that  al  this  world  hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  werkman  worthy  is  his  c 

hyre.f) 

Thomas,   noght  of  youre  tresor   I  de 
sire 

As  for  my-self,  but  that  al  oure  eouent 
To  preye  for  yow  is  ay  so  diligent, 
And  for  to  buylden  Cristes  owene 

chirche. 

Thomas,  if  ye  wol  lernen  for  to  wirche  £ 
Of    buyldynge    vp    of    chirches,    may 

ye    fynde, 

If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde. 
Ye  lye  heere  ful  of  anger  and  of  ire, 
With  which  the  deuel  set  youre  herte 

afyre, 

And   chiden   heere   the   sely  innocent,  6 
Youre  wyf,  that  is  so  meke  and  pacient. 
And  therfore,  Thomas,  trowe  me  if  thee 

leste, 
Ne    stryue    nat    with   thy   wyf,   as   for 

thy   beste, 
And    ber    this    word    awey    now,    by 

thy  feith, 
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[D  1988—2014] 
70  Touchynge  this  thyng,  lo,  what  the  wise 

seith : 
5f"With-inne  thyn  hous  ne  be  thou  no 

leoun ;  f) 

To  thy  subgitz  do  noon  oppressioun, 
Ne  make  thyne  aqueyntances  nat  [for] 

to  flee." 
And,  Thomas,  yet  eft-soones  I  charge 

thee : 
75  Be  war  from  hir(e)  JDat  in  thy  bosom 

slepeth, 
[Be]  war  fro  the  serpent  that  so  slily 

crepeth 

Vnder  the  gras,  and  styngeth  subtilly! 
Be  war,  my  sone,  and  herkne  paciently 
That  twenty  thousand  men  han  lost 

hir  lyues 
80  ffor    stryuyng    with    hir   lemmans    and 

hir  wyues ! 
Now    sith    ye    han    so    hooly    meke    a 

wyf, 
What  nedeth  yow,  Thomas,  to  maken 

stryf  ? 

Ther  nys  ywys  no  serpent  so  cruel, 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  ne  half  so 

fel 
85  As  womman  is,  whan  she  hath  caught 

an    ire, 

Vengeance  is  thanne  al  that  they  de 
sire. 
Ire   is   a   synne,    oon   of   the   grete  of 

seuene, 

Abhomynable  vn-to  the  God  of  heuene, 
And   to   hym-self    it   is    destruccion. 
90  This  euery  lewed  viker  or  person 
Kan  seye,   how  ire  engendreth  homy- 

cide ; 

Ire   is,   in   sooth,   executour   of   pryde. 
I  koude  of  ire  seye  so  muche  sorwe, 
May  tale   sholde  laste  til  tomorwe. 
95  And  therfore  preye  I  God,  bothe  day 

and    nyght, 
An   irous   man,    God  sende   hym  litel 

mysht ! 


[D  2015—2039] 

It  is  greet  harm,  and  eke  greet  pitee, 
To  sette  an  irons  man  in  heigh  degree. 

[^[De  quodam  potestate  Ira- 

cundo 

WHilom  ther  was  an  irous  potestat, 
As  seith  Senek,  that  durynge  his  OC 

estaat 

Vp-on  a  day  out  ryden  knyghtes  two; 
And  as  ffortune  wolde  that  it  were  so, 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  hoom,  that 

oother    noght. 
Anon   the   knyght    bifore   the    iuge   is 

broght, 
That   seyde   thus:   "Thou   hast  thy  fe-  05 

lawe  slayn, 
ffor  which  I  deme  thee  to  the  deeth, 

certayn !" 

And  to  another  knyght  comanded  he: 
"Go  lede  hym  to  the  deeth,  I  charge 

thee!" 
And    happed,    as    they   wente    by    the 

weye 

Toward  the  place  ther  he  sholde  deye,  1C 
The  knyght  cam   which  men  wenden 

had    be    deed. 
Thanne  thoughte  they  it  was  the  beste 

reed, 

To  lede  hem  bothe  to  the  uige  agayn. 
They  seiden,  ".Lord  the  knyght  ne  hath 

nat   slayn 
His    felawe!    heere    he    standeth    hool  1£ 

alyue  1" 
"Ye  shul  be  deed,"  quod  he,  "so  moote 

I  thryue ! 
That  is  to  seyn,  bothe  oon,  and  two, 

and  thre." 
And   to  the    firste   knyght    right   thus 

spak  he: 
"I  dampned  thee,  thou  most  algate  be 

deed. 
And  thou  also   most  nedes   lese  thyn  2C 

heed, 
ffor    thou    art    cause    why    thy    felawe 

deyth." 
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[D  2040—2066] 

And  to  the  thridde  knyght  right  thus 

he    seith : 
"Thou  hast  nat  doon  that  I  comanded 

thee." 
And    thus    he    dide    doon    sleen    hem 

alle    thre. 

25  Irous    Cambises    was    eek   dronkelewe, 
And  ay  delited  hym  to  been  a  shrewe. 
And   so    bifel   a   lord   of   his   meynee, 
That   loued   vertuous    moralitee, 
Seyde    on    a    day    bitwene    hem    two 

right  thus: 

30  VA  lord   is   lost  if  he   be  vicius, 
And  dronkenesse  is  eek  a  foul  record 
Of   any   man,   and   namely   in   a   lord. 
Ther  is  ful  many~an  [e]ye  and  many^an 

ere 
Awaytynge    on    a    lord,    and    he    noot 

where. 
35  ffor  Goddes  loue,  drynk  moore  attem- 

prely ! 

Wyn  maketh  man  to  lesen  wrecchedly 
His  mynde  and  eek  hise  lymes  euerich- 

on." 
^i~"The    reuers    shaltou    se,"    quod    he 

anon, 

"And    preeue    it    by    thyn    owene    ex 
perience, 
40  That  wyn  ne   dooth  to  folk  no  swich 

offence. 

Ther  is  no  wyn  bireueth  me  my  myght 
Of  hand   ne   foot,   ne   of  myne  [e]yen 

sight." 
And   for   despit   he   drank  ful   muchel 

moore 
An   hondred   part   than   he    hadde   bi- 

foore. 
45  And     right     anon     this     irous     cursed 

wrecche 
Leet    this    knyghtes    sone    bifore    hym 

fecche, 
Comandynge    hym    he    sholde    bifore 

hym    stonde. 
And    sodeynly    he    took    his    bowe    in 

honde, 


[D  2067—2091] 
And   vp   the    streng   he   pulled   to   his 

ere, 
And  with  an  arwe  he   slow  the  child  5 

right   there. 
"Now,   wheither  haue    I   a   siker  hand 

or   noon  ?" 
Quod  he,  "is  al  my  myght  and  mynde 

agon? 
Hath    wyn    bireued    me    myne    [ejyen 

sight?" 
^[What  sholde  I  telle  thanswere  of  the 

knyght  ? 
His  sone   was   slayn — ther  is   namoore  5 

to   seye. 
Beth  war  therfore  with  lordes  how  ye 

pleye ! 
Syngeth    'Placebo,'    and    I    shal,    if    I 

kan, 

But   if   it    be   vn-to    a   poure   man. 
To  a  poure  man  men  sholde  hise  vices 

telle, 
But  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go  61 

to  hellel 

LO  irous   Cirus,   thilke  Percien, 
How  he  destroyed  the  ryuer  of  Gysen, 
ffor   that   an    hors   of   his   was   dreynt 

ther-inne, 
Whan    J>at    he    wente    Babiloigne     to 

wynne. 

He  made  that  the  ryuer  was  so  smal,  6i 
That  wommen   myghte   wade   it  ouer- 

al. 
Lo,   what  seyde   he  that  so  wel  teche 

kan? 

"Ne   be   no   felawe   to   an   irous   man, 
Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke   by  the 

weye, 
Lest    thee    repente" — ther    is    namoore  7( 

to   seye. 
NOw,  Thomas,  leeue  brother,  lef  thyn 

ire! 
Thou  shalt  me  fynde  as  iust  as  is  a 

squyre. 
Hoold    nat    the    deueles    knyf    ay    at 

thyn    herte ! — 
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[D  2092—2115] 

Thyn   angre    dooth    thee    al    to    soore 

smerte, — 

75  But  shewe  to  me  al  thy  confessiown.' 
*['Nay,'  quod  the  sike  man,  'by  Seint 

Symown ! 
I    haue   be   shryue[n]   this    day   at   my 

curat, 
I    haue    hym     toold    hoolly    al     myn 

estaat; 
Nedeth  namoore  to  speke[n]  of  it,  seith 

he, 

80  But  if  me  list  of  myn  humylitee.' 
^['Yif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold  to  make 

oure    cloystre,' 
Quod    he,    'for    many~a    wuscle     and 

many~an   oystre, 
Whan    othere    men    han   ben    ful    wel 

at   eyse, 
Hath   been   oure   foode,   oure   cloystre 

for   to   reyse; 
85  And  yet,  God  woot,  vnnethe  the  funde- 

ment 

Parfourned    is,    ne    of    oure    pauement 
Nys    nat    a    tyle    yet    with-^nne    Oure 

wones — 
By   God,    we    owen   fourty    pound   for 

stones ! 
^[Now    help,    Thomas,    for    hym    that 

harwed    helle  1 

90  ffor  elles  moste  we  oure  bookes  selle; 
And  if  ye  lakke  oure  predicaciown, 
Thanne  goth  the  world  al  to  destruc- 

ciown. 
ffor    who-so    wolde    vs   fro    this    world 

bireue, 
So  God  me  saue, — Thomas,  by  youre 

leue — 
95  He    wolde    bireue    out    of    this    world 

the    sonne. 
ffor  who  kan  teche  and  werchen  as  we 

konne  ? 
And   that    is    nat   of   litel   tyme,'    quod 

he. 


[D  7116—2141] 

'But  syn  Elie  was  or  Elise, 
Han  freres  been— that  fynde  I  of  re 
cord — 

In  charitee,    ythanked   be  oure   iordl  00 
Now,  Thomas,  help  for  seinte  charitee!' 
And  doun  anon  he  sette  hym  on  his 

knee. 
THis  sike  man  wax  wel  ny  wood  for 

•are; 
He  wolde  J)at  the  frere  had  been  on 

fire 

With   his    false    dissymulaciown.  05 

'Swich  thyng  as  is  in  my  possessiown/ 
Quod  he,  'that  may  I  yeuen,  and  noon 

o  other. 
Ye    seye    me    thus,    that    I    am    youre 

brother  ?' 
<|['Ye,  certes,'  quod  the  frere,  trusteth 

weel, 
I  took  oure  dame  oure  lettre  and  pure  10 

seel.' 
^['Now  wel/   quod  he,   'and  som-what 

shal  I  yiue 

Vn-to  youre  hooly  couent  whil  I  lyue, 
And  in  thyn  hand  thou  shalt  it  haue 

anon, 

On  this  condiciown,  and  oother  noon: 
That    thou    departe    it    so,    my    leeue  15 

brother, 
That  euery  frere  haue  also   muche  as 

oother; 

This  shaltou  swere  on  thy  professiown, 
With-outen   fraude    or    cauillaciown.' 
^['1    swere    it,'    quod    this    frere,    'by 

my  feith!' — 
And   ther-with-al    his    hand   in    his    he  20 

leith— 
'Lo,    heer    my    feith  I    in    me    shal    be 

no   lak.' 
^['Now    thanne,    putte    in    thyn    hand 

doun   by   my   bak/ 
Seyde    this    man,    'and   grope    wel    bi- 

hynde ; 
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[D  2142—2166] 

Bynethe  my  buttok  ther  shallow  fynde 

25  A  thyng  that  I  haue  hyd  in  pryuetee.' 

T'A!'  thoghte  this  frere,  'this  shal  go 

with  me!' 
And   doun   his   hand   he   launcheth   to 

the    clifte, 

In   hope   for   to   fynde    there   a   yifte. 
And    whan    this    sike    man    felte    this 

frere 
30  Aboute    his    tuwel    grope    there     and 

heere, 
Amydde  his  hand  he  leet  the  frere  a 

fart- 

Ther  nys  no  capul  drawynge  in  a  cart 
That  myghte  haue  lete  a  fart  of  swich 

a    soun ! 
^[The  frere  vp  stirte  as  dooth  a  wood 

leoun : 
35  'A!  false  cherl!'  quod  he,  'for  Goddes 

bones 
This   hastow  for   despit   doon  for  the 

nones ! 
Thou   shalt   abye    this   fart,    if   that    I 

may!' 
^[His  meynee,  whiche  that  herden  this 

affray, 
Cam  lepynge  in,   and  chaced  out  the 

frere. 
40  And  forth  he  gooth  with  a  ful  angry 

cheere, 
And   fette   his    felawe   ther-as    lay   his 

stoor. 

He   looked   as   it   were   a  wilde   boor; 
He   grynte  with  his  teeth,   so  was  he 

wrooth. 
A    sturdy    paas    doun   to    the    pordes] 

court  he  gooth, 
45  Wher-as   ther  woned   a   man   of   greet 

honour, 

To    whom    that    he    was    alwey    con 
fess  our; 
This    worthy    man    was    lord    of    that 

village. 
This  frere  cam  as  he  were  in  a  rage,    j 


[D  2167—2189] 
Wher-as    this    lord    sat    etyng    at    his 

bord. 
Vnnethes    myghte    the    frere    speke    a 

word, 
Til    atte    laste    he    seyde,    'God    yow 

seel' 
^[  This  lord  [bijgan  [to]  looke,  and  seide, 

'Benedicitee! 
What?  frere  lohn!  what  maner  world 

is   this! 
I    trowe    som    maner    thyng    ther    is 

amys ; 
Ye   looken   as   the   wode   were   ful   of 

theuys ! 
Sit  doun  anon,  and  telZe  me  what  youre 

grief   is, 
And   it   shal   been    amended,   if   [that] 

I    may.' 
T'l    haue,'    quod    he,    'had    a    despit 

this    day, 

God  yelde  yow !  adoun  in  youre  village, 
That   in  this   world  is   noon  so  poure 

a   page, 

That    he    nolde    haue    abhomynacioun 
Of    that    I    haue    receyued    in    youre 

toun. 
A'nd    yet    greueth     me    no-thyng     so 

soore, 
As    that    this    olde    cherl    with    lokkes 

hoore 
Blasphemed    hath    cure    hooly    couent 

eke!' 
•['Now,    maister,'    quod    this    lord,    'I 

yow    biseke  . .  .' 
*[[4No    maister,    sire,'    quod    he,     'but 

seruitour, 

Thogh  I  haue  had  in  scole  swich  hon 
our; 
God  liketh   nat   that   "Raby"    men  vs 

calle, 
Neither  in  market,   ne  in  youre  large 

halle.' 
T'No    fors,'    quod    he,    'but    teHe    me 

al   youre  grief. 
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[D  2190—2211] 

•['Sire,'    quod    this    frere,    'an    odious 

meschief 
This   day  bityd  is  to   myn  ordre  and 

me, 

And  so  per  consequens  to  ech  degree 
75  Of     hooly     chirche — God     amende     it 

soone !' 
^['Sir(e),'  quod  the  lord,  'ye  woot  what 

is  to  doone! 
Distempre  yow  noght — ye  be  my  con- 

fessour, 
Ye  been  the  salt  of  the  erthe  and  the 

savour, 
ffor    Goddes   loue,    youre   pacience    ye 

holdef 
80  TelZe   me   youre   grief  I'   ^.nd   he  anon 

hym  tolde 
As  ye   han  herd   biforn — ye  woot  wel 

what. 

^[The  lady  of  the    hous   al   stille   sat, 
Til  she  had  herd  what  that  the  frere 

sayde. 
'Ey,  Goddes  mooder!'  quod  she,  'blisful 

mayde ! 
85  Is     ther    oght    elles?    telle     me    feith- 

fully!' 
1[ 'Madame,'    quod    he,    'how   thynkeM 

yow  her-by?' 
•[['How  that  me  thynketh?'   quod  she, 

'So   God  me  speede! 
I  seye  a  cherl[e]  hath  doon  a  cherles 

dede. 
What    sholde    I    seye?     God    lat    hym 

neuere  thee! 

90  His   sike   heed   is    ful   of  vanytee — 
I    holde    hym   in   a   manere   frenesye.' 
^['Madame,'  quod  he,  'by  God,  I  shal 

nat   lye ! 
But    I    on    hym    on    oother    weyes    be 

wreke, 


[D  2212—2236] 
I    shal    disclaundre    hym    ouer-al    ther 

I   speke. 
This   false    blasphemour,   that    charged  95 

me 

To  parte  that  wol  nat  departed  be 
To  euery  man  yliche,  with  meschaunce !' 
^[The  lord  sat  stille  as  he  were  in  a 

traunce, 
And    in    his    herte    he    rolled    vp    and 

doun: 
'How    hadde    the    cherl    this    ymagin-  00 

acioun 
To    shewe    swich   a    probleme    to    the 

frere  ? 
Neuere  erst   er  now   herd   I   of  swich 

mateere  1 

I  trowe  the  deuel  putte  it  in  his  mynde. 
I'n  ars-metrik  shal  ther  no  man  fynde, 
Biforn  this  day,  of  swich  a  questiown:  05 
Ccrtes,    it    was   a   shrewed   conclusiown 
That    euery    man    sholde    haue    yliche 

his   part 

As  of  the  soun  or  savour  of  a  fart. 
O  vile  proude  cherl,  I  shrewe  his 

face! 
Lo,   sires,'    quod   the   lord   with   harde  10 

grace, 
'Who    euere    herde   of    swich    a   thyng 

er  now? 

To  euery  man  ylike?    Telle  me  how? 
It  is  an  inpossible — it  may  nat  be! 
Ey,  nyce  cherl!    God  lete  thee  neuere 

thee! 
The   rumblynge    of   a   fart   and   euery  15 

soun 

Nis    but   of   eir   reuerberacioun, 
And  euere  it  wasteth  lite[l]  and  lite[l] 

awey. 
Ther   is    no   man   kan   demen,    by   my 

fey, 
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7819—7868 


[D  2237—2259] 

If   that    it   were    departed   equally. 

What!     lo,     my    cherl!     lo,     yet    how 

shrewedly 

Vn-to  my  confessour  to-day   he   spak ! 
I   holde   hym  certeyn   a   demonyak. 
Now    et[e]    youre    mete;    and    lat    the 

cherl    go    pleye — 
Lat   hym    go   honge    hymself   a   deuel 

weye !' 

^  The  wordes  of  the  lordes  Squier  and 

his    keruere    for   departynge    of    the 

fart  on  twelue*) 

25  NOW  stood   the   lordes   squier   at  the 

bord, 
That  karf  his  mete,   and  herde,   word 

by    word, 
Of   alle    thynges    whiche    that    I    haue 

sayd. 
'My  lord/  quod  he,  'beth  ye  nat  yuele 

apayd ! 

^[1    koude    telle   for   a   gowne-clooth 
30  To    yow,    sir(e)    frere,    so    ye    be    nat 

wrooth, 
How  that   this  fart   sholde  euene  deled 

be 

Among  youre   couent,   if   it  lyked   me. 
^['TeUe,'    quod    the    lord,    'and     thou 

shalt  haue  anon 
A  gowne-clooth,  by  God  and  by  Seint 

lohn!' 
35  ^f  'My   lord,'    quod   he,    'whan   })at   the 

weder  is  fair, 
With-outen    wynd    or    perturbynge    of 

air,   ' 

Lat  brynge  a  cartewheel  in-to  this  halle, 
But    looke    that    it    haue    his    spokes 

alle— 
Twelue    spokes    hath    a    cartwheel    co- 

munly — , 
40  And    brynge    me    thanne    XIJ.    freres, 

woot   ye   why? 
For   thrittene   is   a   couent,   as    I   gesse. 


[D  2260—2286] 
The  confessour  heere,  for  his  worthy- 

nesse, 
Shal   parfourne  vp  the   nombre  of  his 

couent. 
Thanne  shal  they  knele   doun  by  oon 

assent, 
And    to    euery    spokes    ende,    in    this  4 

manere, 

fful   sadly   leye   his    nose   shal   a  frere. 
Youre  noble  confessour  ther — God  him 

saue ! — 
Shal  holde  his  nose  vpright  vnder  the 

waue. 
Thanne  shal  this  cherl,   with  bely  stif 

and   toght 

As  any  labour,  hyder  been  ybroght;        5 
And  sette  hym  on  the  wheel  right  of 

this  cart 
Vpon   the   waue,    and    make   hym  lete 

a  fart, 

And  ye  shul  seen,  vp  peril  of  my  lyf, 
By  preeue  which  that  is  demonstratif, 
That  equally  the  soun  of  it  wol  wende,  5 
And   eke   the   stynk,   vn-to  the  spokes 

ende, 

Saue  J)at  this  worthy  man,  youre  con 
fessour, 

By  cause  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honour, 
Shal  haue  the  firste  fruyt,  as  resotm  is. 
The   noble    vsage  of   freres   yet  is   this,  6 
The  worthy  men  of  hem  shul  first  be 

serued, 
And    certeinly,    he    hath    it    weel    de- 

serued; 
He   hath   to-day   taught    vs   so   muche 

good 
With   prechyng   in   the   pulpit   ther  he 

stood, 

That  I  may  vouche-sauf,  I  seye  for  me,  6 
He    hadde    the    firste    smel    of    fartes 

three, 

And   so   wolde   al   the   couent   hardily: 
He   bereth  hym  so   faire  and  hoolily.' 
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[D  2287—2294;  E  i— 12] 

^[The    lord,    the    lady,~and    alle    men, 

saue  the  frere, 
70  Seyde    ]pat    lankyn   spak    in    this    ma- 

tere 

As  wel  as  Eucl?/de   or  P[ro]tholomee  ? 
Touchynge     this    cherl,     they     seyde, 

'Subtiltee 
And   heigh   wit   made   hym  spekew  as 

he  spak; 

He    nys    no    fool,    ne    no    demonyakl' 
75  And    lankyn    hath    ywonne    a     newe 

gowne. 
My  tale  is  doon — we  been  almoost  at 

towne. 
*[Heere   endeth   the   Somonours   tale. 


IV.  Fragment  (E.). 

10.  The  Clerkes  Tale. 

a)    ^[Heere    folweth   the    Prologe    of 
the  clerkes  tale  of  Oxenford. 

'Sire  clerk  of  Oxenford,'  oure  Hooste 

sayde, 
'Ye   ryde    as   coy   and   stille   as    dooth 

a  mayde 
Were    newe    spoused,    sittynge    at    the 

bord. 
80  This   day  ne  herde   I   of  youre  tonge 

a  word; 
I    trowe     ye    studie^aboute     som    so- 

phyme, 
But  Salomon  seith,  ".Euery-thyng  hath 

tyme." 
^[ffor  Goddes  sake!  as  beth  of  bettre 

cheere — 

It   is    no   tyme    for   to   studien  heere; 
85  Telle    vs    som    myrie    tale,    by    youre 

fey! 

ffor  what  man  that  is  entred  in  a  pley, 
He  nedes  moot  vnto  the  pley  assente. 
But  precheth  nat,  as  freres  doon  in 

£en,te, 


To 


oure 


[E  13—42] 
olde    synnes 


make    vs    for 

wepe, 

Ne  that  thy  tale  make  vs  nat  to  slepe.  90 
Telle    vs    som    murie    thyng    of    auen- 

tures ! 
Youre  termes,  youre  colours,  and  youre 

figures, 
Keep(e)  hem  in  stoor  til  so  be  [that] 

ye  endite 
Heigh  style,  as  whan  J>at  men  to  kynges 

write. 
Speketh  so  pleyn  at  this  tyme,  we  vow  95 

preye, 
That    we    may    vnderstonde    what    ye 

seye.' 

^[This  worthy  clerk  benignely  answerde : 
'Hooste,'  quod  he,  'I   am  vnder  youre 

yerde ! 

Ye  han  of  vs  as  now  the  gouernance, 
And  therfore  wol  I  do  yow  obeisance,  00 
As  fer  as  resown  axeth,  hardily. 
I    wol   yow  telle    a   tale  which  that   I 
Lerned  at  Padowe  of  a  worthy  clerk, 
As  preued  by  his  wordes  and  his  werk. 
He    is    now   deed,    and   nayled   in   his  05 

cheste; 

I  preye  to  God  so  yeue  his  soule  reste ! 
^[ffraunceys  Pefrark,  the  lauriat  poete, 
Highte  this  clerk,  whos  rethorike  sweete 
Enlumyned   al    Ytaille   of    poetrie, 
As    Lynyan    dide    of    philosophic,  10 

Or  lawe,   or  oother  art  particuler. 
But  deeth,  J)at  wol  nat  suffre  vs  dwellen 

heer, 

But  as  it  were  a  twynklyng  of  an  [e]ye, 
Hem  bothe  hath  slayn,   and  alle  shul 

we  dye. 
^[But   forth   to   tellen   of   this    worthy  15 

man, 

That  taughte  me  this  tale,  as  I   bigan, 
I    seye    that   first    with    heigh   stile   he 

enditeth, 
Er  he  the  body  of  his  tale  writeth, 
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7919—7971 


[E  43-69] 

A   prohemye,~in  the  which   discryueth 

he 

20  Pemond   and   of   Saluces   the   contree, 
And    speketh    of    Apennyn,    the    hilles 

hye, 
That     been     the     boundes     of    West- 

lumbardye, 

^[And    of    Mount    Vesulus    in   special, 

Where-as  the  Poo  out  of  a  welle  smal 

25  Taketh    his    firste    spryngyng    and    his 

sours, 

That  estward  ay  encresseth  in  his  cours 
To  Emeleward,  to  fferare,  and  Venyse, 
The  which  a  long  thyng  were  to 

deuyse ; 

And  trewely,  as  to  my  tuggement, 
30  Me   thynketh    it   a   thyng   impertinent, 
Saue  that  he  wol[e]  conuoyen  his  ma- 

teere, 
But  this   his  tale,   which  that  ye  may 

heere.' 

b)  *f  Heere  bigynneth  the  tale  of  the 
Clerk  of  Oxenford.*) 

THer  is  at  the  West  syde  of  Ytaille,f) 

Doun  at  the  roote  of  Vesulus  the  colde, 

35  A  lusty  playne,   habundant  of  vitaille, 

[^  grata    planicies 

Where    many~a    tour   and    toun    thou 

mayst  biholde, 
That  founded  were  in  tyme  of  fadres 

olde, 

And   many~another   delitable   sighte, 
And  Saluces  this  noble  contree  highte. 
40       A  warkys  whilom  lord  was  of  that 

lond, 

As  were  hise  worthy  eldres  hym  bifore, 
And  obeisant  and  redy  to  his  hond 
Were  alle  hise  liges,   bothe  lasse  and 

moore. 
Thus    in    delit    he    lyueth,    and    hath 

doon    yoore, 
45  Biloued    and    drad,    thurgh    fauour   of 

ffortune, 


[E  70-95] 

Bothe  of  hise  lordes  and  of  his  com 
mune. 
Therwith    he    was,    to    speke   as    of 

lynage, 

The  gentilleste  yborn  of  Lumbardye; 
A  fair  persone,  and  strong  and  yong 

of    age, 

And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curteisye; 
Discreet  ynogh  his  contree  for  to  gye, 
Saue  that  in  somme  thynges  Q)at]  he 

was  to   blame; 
And    Walter    was    this    yonge    lordes 

name. 
I    blame    hym    thus,    that    he    con- 

sidereth  noght 
In  tyme   comynge   what   hym  myghte 

bityde, 
But    in    his    lust    present    was    al    his 

thoght, 
As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  on  euery 

syde, 

Wei  ny  alle  othere  cures  leet  he  slyde; 
And  eek  he  nolde — and  that  was  worst 

of  alle— 
Wedde  no  wyf  for  noght  JDat  may  bi- 

falle. 
Oonly  that   point   his   peple   bar  so 

score, 
That  flokmeele  on  a  day  they  to  hym 

wente, 
And  oon  of  hem,   that  wisest  was  of 

loore, 

Or  elles  that  the  lord  best  wolde  assente 
That  he  sholde  telle  hym  what  his  peple 

mente, 
Or    elles    koude    he    shewe    wel    swich 

mateere — 

He  to  the  raarkys  seyde  as  ye  shul  heere 
•f'O   noble   warkysl   youre   humani- 

feet) 

Asseureth  vs,  and  yeueth  vs  hardinesse 
As  ofte  as  tyme  is  of  necessitee, 
That     we    to    yow    mowe    telle     oure 

heuynesse. 
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7972—8027 


io.  The  Clerkes  Taie. 


[E  96-122] 

Accepteth,  lord,   now  of   youre  gentil- 

lesse, 
That  we  with  pitous   herte  vn-to  yow 

pleyne, 
And  lat  youre  eres  nat  my  voys  des- 

deyne ! 
75       Al  haue    I   noght   to  doone   in  this 

mateere 
Moore  than  another  man  hath  in  this 

place, 
Yet  for  as  muche   as  ye,  my  lord  so 

deere, 

Han  alwey  shewed  me  fauour  and  grace, 

I   dar  the  better  aske  of  yow  a  space 

80  Of  audience,  to  shewen  oure  requeste, 

And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  yow 

leste. 

ffor  certes,  lord,  so  wel  vs  liketh  yow 
And  al  youre  werk,  and  euere  han  doon 

jjat  we 

Ne  koude   nat  vs-self   deuysen  how 
85  We  myghte  lyue[n]  in  moore  felicitee, 
Saue  o  thyng,  lord,   if  it  youre  wille 

be 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yow 

leste : 
Thanne  were  youre  peple  in  souereyn 

hertes  reste. 
Boweth     youre    nekke    vnder     that 

blisful  yok 

90  Of  soueraynetee,   noght  of  seruyse, 
Which  J>at   men  clepeth   spousaille   or 

wedlok, 
And     thenketh,     lord,     among     youre 

thoghtes  wyse, 
How  J>at   oure  dayes   passe  in  sondry 

wyse  ; 
ffor  thogh  we  slepe,  or  wake,  or  rome, 

or  ryde, 
95  Ay   fleeth    the    tyme — it    nyl    no    man 

abyde. 
And  thogh  youre  grene  youthe  floure 

as   yit, 

In  crepeth  age  alwey  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And   deeth   manaceth  euery   age,   and 
smyt 


[E  123—151] 

In  ech  estaat — for  ther  escapeth  noon; 
And  al-so  certein  as  we  knowe  echoon  00 
That   we   shul   deye,    as   vncerteyn  we 

alle 
Been    of    that    day    whan    deeth    shal 

on  vs   falle. 
Accepteth   thanne    of   vs    the   trewe 

entente, 

That  neuere  yet  refuseden  thyn  heeste, 
And    we    wol,    lord,    if    that    ye    wole  05 

assente, 
Chese  yow  a  wyf  in  short  tyme  atte 

leeste, 
Born    of    the    gentilleste    and    of    the 

meeste 

Of  al  this  land,  so  that  it  oghte  seme 
Honour  to  God  and  yow,  as  we  kan 

deeme. 

Deliuere  vs  out  of  al  this  bisy  drede,   10 
And  taak  a  wyf,  for  hye  Goddes  sake; 
ffor  if   it  so   bifelle,   as   God  forbede! 
That  thurgh  your(e)  deeth  your(e)  lyne 

sholde   slake, 
And  that  a  straunge  successour  sholde 

take 

Youre  heritage,   o,  wo  were  vs  alyuel   15 
Wherfore  we  praye  you  hastily  to  wyue.' 
^[Hir  meeke  prey  ere  and  hir  pitous 

cheere 

Made    the    warkys    herte    han    pitee: 
'Ye  wol,'  quod  he,  'myne  owene  peple 

deere, 
To  that  I  neuere  erst  thoughte  streyne  20 

me; 

I    me    reioysed   of   my   libertee, 
That  seelde  tyme  is  f ounde  in  mariage  ; 
Ther    I    was    free,    I    moot    been    in 

seruage. 

But  nathelees,  I  se  youre  trewe  en 
tente, 
And  truste  vpon  your(e)  wit,  and  haue  25 

doon  ay; 
Wherfore    of    my    free    wyl    I    wol[e] 

assente 
To    wedde    me    as    soone    as    euere    I 

may. 
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10.  The  Clerkes  Tale. 


8028—8079 


[E  152-177] 

But   ther-as    ye    ban    profred    me   this 

day 

To    chese    me    a    wyf,    I    yow    relesse 
30  That    choys,    and    preye    yow    of    that 

profre  cesse. 
ffor  God  it  woot  that  children  ofte 

been 

Vnlyk  hir  worthy   eldres   hem  bifore; 
Bountee  comth  al  of  God,  nat  of  the 

streen 
Of   which    they    been    engendred   and 

ybore. 
35  I  truste  in  Goddes  bo^ntee,  and  ther- 

fore 

My  mariage,  and  myn  estaat  and  reste 
I    hym   bitake — he  may   doon  as  hym 

leste. 
Lat  me   allone   in   chesynge   of  my 

wyf: 
That   charge    vp-on   my    bak    I    wol[e] 

endure. 
40  But    I    yow   preye,    and   charge   vp-on 

youre    lyf, 

What  wyf  that   I   take,  ye  me  assure 
To   worshipe   hir(e),   whil   that   hir  lyf 

may  dure, 
In   word   and  werk,    bothe   heere   and 

euerywheere, 

As   she   an   emperoures   doghter   were. 
45       And  forthermoore,  this  shal  ye  swere 

that   ye 
Agayn  my  choys  shul  neither  grucche 

ne    stryue ; 

ffor   sith    I    shal   forgoon   my   libertee 
At   youre   requeste,   as   euere   moote   I 

thryue 1 
Ther-as  myn   herte  is   set,  ther  wol   I 

wyue, 

50  And  but  ye  wo-le  assente  in  this  manere, 
I   preye  yow  speketh  namoore  of  this 

matere.' 
^[With  hertely  wyl  they  sworen  and 

assenten 
To  al  this  thyng,  ther  seyde  no  wight 

nay, 


[E  178-203] 
Bisekynge  hym  of  grace,  er  that  they 

wenten, 
That  he  wolde  graunten  hern  a  certein  55 

day 
Of   his   spousaille,   as    soone   as   euere 

he  may; 
ffor     yet    alwey    the    peple    som-what 

dredde 
Lest    JDat    this   warkys    no   wyf   wolde 

wedde. 
^[He   graunted    hem   a    day   swich   as 

hym  leste, 

On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly,  60 
And    seyde    he    dide    al    this    at    hir 

requeste; 
And  they,  with  humble  entente,  buxom- 

iy, 

Knelynge  vp-on  hir  knees  ful  reuerently, 
Hym  thonken  alle,  and  thus  they  han 

an  ende 
Of  hir  entente,  and  hoom  agayn  they  65 

wende. 
^[And    heer-vp-on    he    to    hise    offi- 

ceres 

Comaundeth  for  the  feste  to  purveye, 
And  to  hise  priuee  knyghtes  and  squieres 
Swich  charge  yaf  as  hym  liste  on  hem 

leye; 

And  they  to  his  comandement  obeye,  70 
And    ech    of    hem    dooth    al    his    dili 
gence 

To    doon    vn-to   the    feeste    reuerence. 
^Explicit  prima  pars. 
^Incipit  secunda  pars. 
KOght    fer    fro   thilke    paleys    hon- 

urablet) 

Ther-as  this  raarkys  shoop  his  mariage, 
There  stood  a  throop  of  site  delitable,  75 
In    which     that    poure    folk    of     that 

village 
Hadden  hir   beestes   and   hir   herberg- 

age, 

And  of  hir  labour  tooke  hir  sustenance, 
After  that  the  erthe  yaf  hem  habund- 

ance. 
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[E  233—259] 
fful    ofte    sithe    this    raarkys    caste    his 


[E  204—232] 
80       Amonges  thise  poure  folk  ther  dwelte 

a   man 
Which  J)at  was  holden  pourest  of  hem 

alle; 

But    hye    God    som-tyme    senden    kan 
His  grace  in-to  a  litel  oxes  stalle. 
lanicula  men  of  that  throop  hym  calle; 
85  A    doghter    hadde    he,    fair    ynogh    to 

sighte, 
And     Grisildis      this     yonge     mayden 

highte. 

But  for  to  speke  of  vertuous  ~beautee, 
Thanne  was  she  oon  the  faireste  vnder 

sonne; 

ffor    poureliche    yfostred   vp    was    she. 
90  No  likerous  lust  was  thurgh  hir  herte 

yronne, 
Wei    ofter    of   the    welle    than    of   the 

tonne 
She   drank,    and   for   she   wolde   vertu 

plese, 
She  knew  wel  labour,    but  noon  ydel 

ese. 
But  thogh  this  mayde  tendre  were 

of   age, 

95  Yet  in  the   brest   of  hir  virginitee, 
Ther  was  enclosed  rype  and  sad  corage; 
And    in   greet   reuerence    and   charitee 
Hir  olde   poure  fader   fostred  shee. 
A  fewe  sheep,  spynnynge,  on  feeld  she 

kepte ; 
00  She    wolde    noght    been    ydel    til    she 

slepte. 
And   whan   she   homward   cam,   she 

wolde    brynge 

Wortes   or   othere   herbes    tymes   ofte, 
The    whiche    she    shredde    and    seeth 

for    hir    lyuynge, 
And  made  hir  bed  ful  harde  and  no- 

thyng  softe; 

05  And  ay  she  kepte  hir  fadres  lyf  on  lofte 
With  euerich  obeisaunce  and  diligence 
That  child  may  doon  to  fadres  reuer 
ence. 
^[Vp-on  Grisilde,  this  poure  creature, 


[e]ye, 

As   he    on   huntyng   rood   parauenture.  10 
And  whan   [J3at]   it  fil  bat  he   myghte 

hir(e)    espye, 
He  noght  with  wantown[e]  lookyng  of 

folye 
Hise    [e]yen    caste    on    hir(e),    but    in 

sad    wyse 
Vp-on    hir    chiere    he    gan    hym    ofte 

auyse ; 
Commendynge  in  his  herte  hir  worn-  15 

manhede, 

And  eek  hir  vertu,  passynge  any  wight 
Of  so   yong  age   as   wel   in  chiere  as 

dede. 
ffor  thogh   the   peple    hadde   no   greet 

insight 

In   vertu,    he   considered   ful   right 
Hir    bountee,    and    disposed    that    he  20 

wolde 
Wedde  hir(e)  oonly,  if  euere  he  wedde 

sholde. 
^[The   day   of   weddyng   cam,    but   no 

wight   kan 

Telle  what  womman  that  it  sholde  be, 
ffor  which  merueille  wondred  many~a 

man, 
And  seyden,  whan  [that]  they  were  in  25 

priuetee : 
'Wol  nat  oure  lord  yet  leue  his  vany- 

tee? 
Wol    he    nat   wedde?    Alias,   alias    the 

while ! 
Why  wol[e]   he  thus   hym-self  and  vs 

bigile  ?' 
^[But    nathelees    this    warkys    hath 

doon  make 

Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asure,  30 
Brooches  and  rynges  for  Grisildis  sake; 
And  of  hir  clothyng  took  he  the  mesure 
By  a  mayde  lyk  to  hir  stature, 
And    eek    of    othere   .aornementes    alle 
That    vn-to    swich  .a    weddyng    sholde  35 

falle. 
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[E  260—287] 

The    time    of   vndren    of   the   same 

day 
Approcheth,  that  this  weddyng  sholde 

be, 

And  al  the  paleys  put  was  in  array, 
Bothe  halle  and  chambres,  ech  in  his 

degree, 

10  Houses  of  office  stuffed  with  plentee; 
Ther  maystow  seen  of  deynteuous  vit- 

aille 
That    may    be   founde    as   fer   as   last 

Ytaille. 

This   roial   warkys,   richely  arrayed, 

Lordes  and  ladyes  in  his  compaignye, 

45  The  whiche  that  to  the  feeste  were[n] 

yprayed, 

And  of  his  retenue  the  bachelrye, 
With  many~a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Vn-to  the  village  of  the  which  I  tolde 
In  this  array  the  righte  wey  han  holde. 
50       ^[Grisilde,    of    this,    God    woot,    ful 

innocent 
That    for    hir(e)    shapen    was    al    this 

array, 

To  fecchen  water  at  a  welle  is  went, 
And   cometh   hoom  as   soone   as   euer 

she    may  ; 
ffor    wel    she    hadde    herd    seyd    that 

thilke   day 
55  The  warkys  sholde  wedde,  and  if  she 

myghte, 
She  wolde  fayn  han  seyn  som  of  that 

sighte. 
She   thoghte,    'I   wol[e]   with   othere 

maydens  stonde,f) 
That   been   my  felawes,   in  oure   dore 

and   se 
The   warkysesse,    and   therfore    wol    I 

fonde 
60  To  doon  at  hoom,  as  soone  as  it  may 

be, 
The   labour   which  that   longeth  vn-to 

me, 
And    thanne    I    may    at    leyser    hir(e) 

biholde, 
If  she  this  wey  vn-to  the  castel  holde.' 


[E  288-317] 
And  as  she  wolde  ouer  hir  thressh- 

fold    gon, 
The  warkys   cam,   and   gan  hir(e)   for  65 

to  calle; 

And  she  set  doun  hir  water  pot  anon 
Biside  the  thresshfold  in  an  oxes  stalle, 
And  doun  vp-on  hir  knes  she  gan 

to   falle, 

And  with  sad  contenance  kneleth  stille, 
Til  she  had  herd  what  was  the  lordes  70 

wille. 
^[This  thoghtful  warkys  spak  vn-to 

this    maydef) 

fful  sobrely,  and  seyde  in  this  manere : 
'Where  is  youre  fader,  o  Grisildis?' 

he  sayde. 
And   she,    with   reuerence,    in   humble 

cheere, 

Answerde,  'jCord,  he  is  al  redy  heere.'  75 
And   in.   she    gooth    with-outen   lenger 

lette, 

And  to  the  warkys  she  hir  fader  fette. 
He   by   the  hand   thanne  took  this 

olde   man, 
And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  hym  hadde 

asyde : 

'lanicula,  I  neither  may  ne  kan  80 
Lenger  the  plesance  of  myn  herte  hyde; 
If  that  thou  vouche-sauf,  what-so  bityde, 
Thy  doghter  wol  I  take,  er  J>at  I  wende, 
As  for  my  wyf  vn-to  hir  lyues  ende. 
Thou  louest  me — I  woot  it  wel  cer-  85 

teyn — 

And  art  my  feithful  lige  man  ybore, 
And  al[l]  that  liketh  me,  I  dar  wel 

seyn, 

It  liketh  thee,  and  specially  therfore 
Telle  me  that  poynt  that  I  haue  seyd 

bifore, 
If   that    thou    wolt    vn-to    that    purpos  90 

drawe, 

To  take   me  as   for  thy  sone-in-lawe  ? 
^[This  sodeyn  cas  this  man  astonyed 

so, 
That  reed  he  wax;  abayst  and  al  quak- 

ynge 
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[E  3i8-345J 

He  stood;  vnnethes  seyde   he  wordes 

mo, 
95  But  oonly  thus:  '.Lord/  quod  he,  'my 

willynge 

Is  as  ye  wole,  ne  ayeyns  youre  likynge 
I    wol    no-thyng;    ye    be    my    lord    so 

deere : 
Right  as  yow  lust  gouerneth  this  ma- 

teere.' 
^T'Yet     wol    I,'    quod     this    ?warkys 

softely, 
00  'That  in  thy  chambre  I  and  thou  and 

she 

Haue  a  collaciown,  and  wostow  why? 
ffor    I    wol    axe    if   it    hir   wille    be 
To  be  my  wyf,  and  reule  hir(e)  after 

me. 

And  al  this  shal  be  doon  in  thy  pre 
sence, 

05  I  wol  noght  speke  out  of  thyn  audience.' 
^[And    in    the    chambre    whil    they 

were  aboute 
Hir    tretys,    which    as    ye    shal    after 

heere, 
The   peple   cam  vn-to   the   hous   with- 

oute, 
And    wondred    hem    in    how    honeste 

manere 

10  And  tentifly  she  kepte  hir  fader  deere. 
But  outrely  Grisildis  wondre  myghte, 
ffor  neuere  erst  ne  saugh  she  swich 

a  sighte. 
No  wonder  is  thogh  ^at  she  were 

astonedf) 
To  seen  so  greet  a  gest  come  in  that 

place ; 

15  She  neuere  was  to  swiche  gestes  woned, 
ffor  which  she  looked  with  ful  pale 

face. 

But  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace, 
Thise  arn   the  wordes  J>at  the  warkys 

sayde 

To  this  benigne,  verray  feithful  mayde : 
20       ^['Grisilde,'   he   seyde,   'ye   shal  wel 

vnderstonde 
It  liketh  to  youre  fader  and  to  me,f) 


[E  346-370] 
That  I  yow  wedde,  and  eek  it  may  so 

stonde, 

As    I    suppose,    ye   wol   that   it   so   be. 
But  thise  demandes  axe  I  first,'  quod 

he, 
'That,   sith   it   shal    be   doon   in   hastif  25 

wyse, 

Wol   ye   assente,   or  elles   yow  auyse? 
I   seye  this,   be  ye  redy  with  good 

herte 

To  al  my  lust,   and  that  I  frely  may, 
As  me  best  thynketh,   do  yow  laughe 

or  smerte, 
And  neuere  ye  to  grucche  it  nyght  ne  30 

day? 
And    eek    whan    I    seye    ye,    ne    seye 

nat  nay, 
Neither    by    word,    ne    frownyng    con- 

tenance  :f) 
Swere    this,    and    heere    I    swere   oure 

alliance!' 
^[Wondrynge  vp-on  this  word,  quak- 

ynge    for    drede, 
She    seyde,    '.Lord,    vndigne    and    vn-  35 

worthy  f) 
Am    I    to    thilke    honour    J)at    ye    me 

beede; 
But   as    ye   wole   your(e)-self,   right   so 

wol  I, 

And  heere  I  swere  that  neuere  willing 
ly, 

In  werk  ne  thoght,  I  nyl  yow  disobeye 
ffor  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  40 

to   deye.' 
^['This     is    ynogh,     Grisilde    myn,' 

quod  he. 
And  forth  he  gooth,  with  a  ful  sobre 

cheere, 
Out  at   the  dore,   and  after  that  cam 

she. 
And    to    the    peple    he    seyde    in    this 

manere : 
'This  is  my  wyf,'  quod  he,  'hat  stand-  45 

eth  heere ! 
Honoureth  hir(e),   and  loueth  hir(e),   I 

preye, 


8194.  vnnethes  E.P.,  vnnethe  He.,  etc.  95.  thus]  this  He.G.H.*  96.  a-^eines  L.  (Sk., 
Gl.)  [1.  n'ayeynes?].  98.  list  He.G.D.H.4,  lest  P.  8200.  [I.  chamber  =  L.G.?  SBfll.  2525]. 
13.  frat  f.  E.P.  14.  in  that  E.C.P.L.,  in  to  He.G.,  in-to  that  D.H.4  17.  tale  E.,  matere 
He.,  etc.  32.  oure]  yow  E.  35.  and]  or  He.C.L.  36.  I  am  He.G.H.* 

Koch,  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales.  n 


1 62 


10.  The  Clerkes  Tale. 


8247—8301 


[E  371-396] 

Who-so    me    loueth — ther    is    namoore 

to   seye.' 
And  for  that  no-thyng  of  hir  olde 

geeref) 
She  sholde   brynge  in-to  his  hous,  he 

bad 
50  That  wommen  sholde  dispoillen  hir(e) 

right  theere, 
Of  which  thise  ladyes  were  nat  right 

glad 
To   handle   hir  clothes   wher-inne   she 

was  clad; 
But    nathelees,    this    mayde    bright   of 

heVe 
ffro  foot  to  heed  they  clothed  han  al 

newe. 
55        Hir  heris  han  they  kembd,  that  lay 

vntressed 

fful  rudely,  and  with  hir  fyngres  smale 
A  corone  on  hir  heed  they  han  ydressed, 
And  sette  hir(e)  ful  of  wowches  grete 

and   smale. 
Of  hir   array  what   sholde   I   make  a 

tale? 
60  Vnnethe  the   peple  hire  knew  for  hir 

fairnesse, 
Whan    she    translated    was    in    swich 

richesse. 
^[This   warkys   hath   hir(e)   spoused 

with   a   ryng 
Broght  for  the  same  cause,  and  thanne 

hir(e)  sette 
Vp-on    a     hors,     snow-whit    and     wel 

amblyng, 

65  And  to  his  paleys,  er  he  lenger  lette, 
With    ioyful     peple    }}at    hir(e)    ladde 

and  mette, 
Conuoyed    hir(e),    and    thus    the    day 

they   spende 

In  reuel,  til  the  sonne  gan  descende. 
And   shortly   forth   this   tale   for   to 

chace, 

70  I    seye   that  to   this  newe  markysesse 
God  hath  swich  fauour  sent  hir(e)  of 

his  grace, 
That    it    ne    semed    nat    by   liklynesse 


[E  397-425] 
That  she   was   born  and  fed  in  rude- 

nesse, 

As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  oxe-stalle, 
But   norissed   in  an   emperoures   halle.  75 
^[To  euery  wight  she   woxen  is  so 

deeref) 
And  worshipful,  J>at  folk  ther  she  was 

bore, 
And  from  hir  birthe  knewe  hir(e)  yeer 

by   yeere, 
Vnnethe  trowed  they,   but  dorste  han 

swore 
That  [she]  to  lanicle,  of  which  I  spak  80 

bifore, 

She  doghter  were ;  for,  as  by  coniecture, 
Hem  thoughte   she  was   another  crea 
ture. 
ffor  though  that  euere  vertuous  was 

she, 

She  was  encressed  in  swich  excellence 
Of  thewes  goode,  yset  in  heigh  bountee,  85 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  eloquence, 
So  benigne  and  so  digne  of  reuerence, 
And   koude    so   the    peples    herte    em 
brace, 
That    ech    hir(e)    louede    that    looked 

on  hir  face. 

^[Noght  oonly  of  Saluces  in  the  toun  90 
Publiced  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name, 
But    eek    biside    in    many~a    regioun, 
If   oon   seide   wel,    another   seyde   the 

same. 
So  spradde  of  hir  heighe  bountee  the 

/ame, 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  95 

as  olde, 
Goon    to    Saluce    vp-on    hir(e)    to    bi- 

holde. 
Thus    Walter     lowely(?) — nay,     but 

roially,f) 

Wedded    with    fortunat    honestetee, 
In  Goddes  pees  lyueth  ful  esily 
At   hoom,    and   outward   grace   ynogh  00 

had   he, 
And    for    he    saugh    that    vnder    lowe 

degreef) 
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[E  426-453] 

Was    ofte    vertu    hid,    the    peple    hym 

heelde 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seyn  ful 

seelde. 
^[Nat    oonly    this    Grisildis    thurgh 

hir  witf) 

05  Koude  al  the  feet  of  wyfly  hoomlynesse, 
But  eek,  whan  that  the  cas  required  it, 
The  commune  profit  koude  she  re- 

dresse. 

Ther  nas  discord,  rancour,  ne  heuynesse 
In    al    that    land    that    she    ne    koude 

apese, 
10  And  wisely  brynge  hem   alle  in  reste 

and  ese. 
Though  that  hir  housbonde  absent 

were  anon,f) 

If  gentil-men  or  othere  of  hir  contree 
Were  wrothe,  she  wolde  bryngen  hem 

aton: 

So  wise  and  rype  wordes  hadde  she, 

15  And  fl'uggementz   of  so   greet   equitee, 

That  she  from  heuene  sent  was,  as  men 

wende, 
Peple   to   saue,   and    euery   wrong   ta- 

mende. 
*j[Nat    longe    tyme    after    that    this 

Grisild 

Was  wedded,  she  a  doghter  hath  ybore, 
20  Al  had  hir(e)  leuere  haue  born  a  Icnaue- 

child. 
Glad    was    this   markys    and   the    folk 

therf ore ; 
ffor  though   a  mayde-child   coome   al 

bifore, 

She   may  vn-to  a   knaue-child  atteyne 

By  liklihede,  syn  she  nys  nat  bareyne. 

^Explicit  secunda  pars. 

^Incipit  tercia  pars. 
25        Ther  fil,  as  it  bifalleth  tymes  mo,*) 
Whan  {)at  this  child  had  souked  but 

a  throwe, 

This  markys   in  his   herte   longeth  so 
To  tempte  his  wyf,  hir  sadnesse  for  to 

knowe, 

That  he  ne  myghte  out  of  his  herte 
throwe 


This  merueillous  desir  his  wyf  tassaye;  30 
Nedelees,  God  woot,  he  thoghte  hir(e) 

for  taffraye. 

He  hadde  assayed  hir(e)  ynogh  bi 
fore, 
And    foond    hir(e)    euere    good;    what 

neded  it 
Hir(e)  for  to  tempte,  and  alwey  moore 

and  moore? 
Though    some    men    preise    it    for    a  35 

subtil    wit, 

But  as  for  me,  I  seye  that  yuele  it  sit 
To   assaye   a   wyf   whan  J>at   it   is  no 

nede, 
And  putten  hir(e)  in  angwyssh  and  in 

drede. 
ffor  which  this  markys  wroghte  in 

this  manere: 
He    cam    allone    a-nyght,    ther-as    she  40 

lay, 
With  stierne  face  and  with  ful  trouble 

cheere, 
And   seyde   thus:   'Grisilde/    quod   he, 

'that  day 
That  I  yow  took  out  of  youre  pouere 

array, 
And    putte    yow    in    estaat    of    heigh 

noblesse, 
Ye  haue  nat  that  forgeten,  as  I  gesse?  45 

I  seye :  Grisilde,  this  present  dignitee 
In  which  that   I    haue   put  yow,  as   I 

trowe, 

Maketh   yow   nat   foryetful   for   to   be 
That   I   yow  took  in  poure  estaat  ful 

lowe 
ffor  any  wele,  ye  moot  your(e)-seluen  50 

knowe. 
Taak    heede    of    euery    word    that    I 

yow  seye  I — 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  hereth  it  but  we 

tweye. 
Ye    woot    your(e)-self   wel   how   {>at 

ye  came  heere 

In-to   this    hous — it   is    nat   longe   ago. 
And  though  to  me  JDat  ye  be  lief  and  55 

deere, 
Vn-to  my   gentils   ye   be   no-thyng  so. 
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They  seyn  to   hem   it   is  greet  shame 

and   wo 
ffor   to   be   subgetz,    and   [to]   been   in 

seruage 

To  thee,  that  born  art  of  a  smal  village. 
60        And   namely   sith   thy    doghter   was 

ybore, 
Thise  wordes  han  they  spoken,  doute- 

lees  ; 

But  I  desire,  as  I  haue  doon  bifore, 
To  lyue  my  lyf  with  hem  in  reste 

and  pees. 

I  may  nat  in  this  caas  be  recchelees; 
65  I  moot  doon  with  thy  doghter  for  the 

beste, 

Nat  as  I  wolde,  but  as  my  peple  leste. 
And  yet,  God  woot,  this  is  ful  looth 

to    me; 

But  nathelees  with-oute  youre  wityng 
I  wol  nat  doon;  but  this  wol  I,'  quod 

he, 
70  That    ye    to    me    assente,    as    in   this 

thyng. 
Shewe   now   youre   pacience   in   youre 

werkyng, 
That  ye  me  highte  and  swore  in  youre 

village 

That  day  that  maked  was  oure  manage.' 
^"Whan   she   had  herd  al  this,  she 

noght   ameued 
75  Neither  in  word,  or  chiere,  or  counten- 

atmce  ; 

ffor  as  it  semed,  she  was  nat  agreued. 
She  seyde,  '.Lord,  al  lyth  in  youre 

plesa^nce; 

My  child  and  I  with  hertely  obeisawnce 
Been  youres  al,  and  ye  mowe  saue  or 

spille 
80  Your(e)    owene    thyng  —  werketh    after 

youre  wille. 
Ther    may    no-thyng  —  God    so    my 

soule  saue!  — 

Liken  to  yow  that  may  displese  me, 
Ne  I  ne  desire  no-thyng  for  to  haue, 
Ne  drede  for  to  leese,  saue  oonly 

thee: 


[E  509-533] 
This    wyl    is    in    myn    herte,    and    ay  85 

shal   be. 
No  lengthe  of  tyme  or  deeth  may  this 

deface, 
Ne    chaunge    my    corage    to    another 

place.' 
^"Glad     was     this     warkys     of     hir 

answeryng, 

But  yet  he  feyned  as  he  were  nat  so. 
Al  drery  was  his  cheere  and  his  look-  90 


Whan  J)at  he  sholde  out  of  the  chambre 

go. 
Soone    after    this,    a    furlong    wey    or 

two, 

He   priuely  hath  toold   al   his   entente 
Vn-to    a    man,    and    to    his    wyf    hym 

sente. 
A   maner   sergeant   was   this   priuee  95 

man, 
The  which  {>at  feithful  ofte  he  founden 

hadde 
In  thynges  grete,  and  eek  swich  folk 

wel   kan 

Doon   execuckmn   on   thynges    badde; 
The  lord  knew  wel  that  he  hym  loued 

and    dradde. 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wiste  the  lordes  00 

wille, 
In-to  the  chambre  he  stalked  hym  ful 

stille. 
'Madame/     he     seyde,     'ye     moote 

foryeue   it   me, 
Though    I    do   thyng   to   which    I    am 

constreyned. 
Ye   been   so  wys,   that  ful  wel  knowe 

ye 
That   lordes    heestes    mowe    nat    been  05 

yfeyned; 
They    mowe    wel    been    biwailled   and 

compleyned, 
But    men    moote    nede    vn-to    hir   lust 

obeye, 

And  so  wol  I  —  ther  is  namoore  to  seye. 
This   child    I   am   comanded  for  to 

take'-— 
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[E  534-562] 
10  And  spak  namoore,  but  out  the  child 

he    hente 

Despitously,   and   gan  a   cheere   make 
As   though   he  wolde   han  slayn  it  er 

he   wente. 

Grisildis  moot  al  suffren  and  consente, 
And  as  a  lamb  she  sitteth  meke  and 

stille, 
15  And    leet    this    crueel    sergeant    doon 

his  wille. 
Suspecious  was  the  diffame  of  this 

man,  f) 

Suspect  his  face,  suspect  his  word  also, 
Suspect    the    tyme    in    which    he    this 

bigan. 

Alias!  hir  doghter,  that  she  loued  so, 
20  She    wende    he    wolde    han    slawen    it 

right    tho. 
But    nathelees    she    neither    weep    ne 

syked, 
Consentynge  hir(e)  to  that  the  warkys 

lyked. 

But  atte  laste  to  speken  she  bigan, 
And  mekely  she  to  the  sergeant  preyde, 
25  So  as  he  was  a  worthy  gentil-man, 
That   she    moste   kisse    hir[e]   child  er 

J)at    it    deyde. 
And   in   hir   barm   this   litel   child  she 

leyde 
With  ful  sad  face,  and  gan  the  child 

to    kisse, 

And  lulled  it,  and  after  gan  it  blisse. 
30       And  thus  she  seyde  in  hir  benigne 

voys : 
'ffar[e]-weel    my    child!     I    shal    thee 

neuere  see ! 
But  sith  I  thee  haue  marked  with  the 

croys 

Of  thilke  fader — blessed  moote  he  be! — 

That  for  vs  deyde  vp-on  a  croys  of  tree, 

35  Thy   soule,   litel  child,    I   hym   bitake; 

ffor   this    nyght   shallow    dyen  for   my 

sake!' 

^[1  trowe  that  to  a  norice  in  this  cas 
It  had  been  hard  this  reuthe  for  to  se; 


[E  563-588] 
Wei    myghte    a    mooder    thanne    han 

cryd    'alias !' 
But  nathelees  so  sadde  [and]   stidefast  40 

was    she, 

That  she   endured  al   aduersitee, 
And  to  the  sergeant  mekely  she  sayde, 
'Haue  heer   agayn  your(e)   litel  yonge 

mayde. 
Gooth  now/   quod  she,   'and  dooth 

my  lordes  heeste! 
But  o  thyng  wol  I  preye  yow  of  youre  45 

grace : 
That,    but   my   lord   forbad   yow,   atte 

leeste 

Burieth  this  litel  body  in  som  place. 
That  beestes  ne  no  briddes  it  to-race.' 
But  he  no  word  wol  to  that  purpos 

seye, 
But   took   the   child,    and  wente   vpon  50 

his    weye. 
^[This  sergeant  cam  vn-to  his  lord 

ageyn, 

And  of  Grisildis  wordes  and  hir  cheere 
He  tolde  hym  point  for  point  in  short 

and    pleyn, 
And  hym  presenteth  with  his  doghter 

deere. 
Somwhat  this  lord  hath  routhe  in  his  55 

manere, 
But    nathelees    his    purpos    heeld    he 

stille, 
As   lordes    doon   whan   they   wol    han 

hir    wille ; 
And  bad  his  sergeant  that  he  priue- 

iy 

Sholde    this    child    softe    wynde    and 

wrappe 

With   alle   circumstances   tendrely,          60 
And  carie~it  in  a  cofre  or  in  a  lappe; 
But,   vp-on  peyne   his   heed  of  for  to 

swappe, 
That    no    man    sholde    knowe    of    his 

entente, 
Ne  whenne  he  cam,  ne  whider  that  he 

wente. 
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[E  589—616] 

65  But  at  Boloigne  to  his  suster  deere, 
That  thilke  tyme  of  Panik  was  count- 

esse, 
He   sholde    it   take,    and   shewe   hir(e) 

this    mateere, 

Bisekynge  hir(e)  to  doon  hir  bisynesse 

This  child  to  fostre  in  alle  gentiliesse, 

70  And   whos    child  that   it   was   he   bad 

hire  hyde 
ffrom  euery  wight,  for  oght  |>at  may 

bityde. 
^[The  sergeant  gooth,  and  hath  ful- 

f ild    this    thyng  ; 

But  to  this  warkys  now  retourne  we. 
ffor  now  gooth  he   ful  faste  ymagin- 

yng 

75  If  by  his  wyues  cheere  he  myghte  se, 
Or  by  hir  word  aperceyue  that  she 
Were  chaunged,  but  he  neuere  hir(e) 

koude  fynde 

But  euere  in  oon  ylike  sad  and  kynde. 
As   jjlad,    as    humble,    as    bisy    in 

seruysef) 
80  And    eek    in   loue    as    she    was    wont 

to   be, 

Was  she  to  hym  in  euery  maner  wyse. 
Ne  of  hir  doghter  noght  a  word  spak 

she; 

Noon  accident  for  noon  aduersitee 
Was    seyn    in    hir(e),    ne    neuere    hir 

doghter   name 
85  Ne    nempned    she,    in    ernest    nor    in 

game. 

^Explicit    tercia    pars. 
^Sequitur  pars  quarta. 
In  this  estaat  ther  passed  been  foure 

yeerf) 
Er  she  with  childe  was,  but,   as  God 

wolde, 

A  teme-child  she  bar  by  this  Walter, 

fful  gracious   and  fair  for  to  biholde. 

90  And   whan   that   folk    it   to    his   fader 

tolde, 

Nat  oonly  he,  but  al  his  contree  merye 
Was    for    this    child,    and    God    they 
thanke    and    herye. 


[E  617-645] 
Whan  it  was  two  yeer  old,  and  fro 

the  brest 

Departed   of   his   norice,    on   a   day 
This  warkys  caughte  yet  another  lest  95 
To  tempte  his  wyf  yet  ofter,  if  he  may. 
O  nedelees  was  she  tempted  in  assay  I 
But  wedded  men  ne  knowe  no  mesure, 
Whan  J)at  they  fynde  a  pacient  crea 

ture. 
IT  'Wyf/  quod  this  warkys,  'ye  han  00 

herd    er    this,  f  ) 

My  peple  sikly  berth!  oure  manage, 
And  namely  sith  my  sone  yboren  is. 
Now  is  it  worse  than  euere  in  al  oure 

age. 
The  murmurfe]  sleeth  myn  herte  and 

my    corage  ; 
ffor  to  myne  eres  comth  the  voys  so  05 

smerte 
That   it   wel   ny   destroyed   hath   myn 

herte. 
^[Now     seye     they     thus:     'Whan 

Walter    is    agon, 
Thanne     shal    the    blood     of    lanicle 

succede, 
And  been  oure  lord,  for  oother  haue 

we   noon." 
Swiche    wordes    seith    my    peple,    out  10 

of    drede. 
Wel  oughte  I  of  swich  murmur  taken 

heede; 

ffor  certeinly,  I  drede  swich  sentence, 
Though  they  nat  pleyn  speke  in  myn 

audience. 
I    wolde    lyue    in    pees,    if    that    I 

myghte  ; 

Wherfore    I    am    disposed    outrely, 
As    I    his    suster    seruede    by    nyghte, 
Right  so  thenke  I  to  serue  hym  pryue- 


15 


This  warne  I  yow,  J>at  ye  nat  sodeynly 
Out   of    youre-self   for    no    wo    sholde 

outreye  : 

Beth  pacient,  and  ther-of  I  yow  preye  !'  20 
^f'l    haue/    quod    she,    'seyd    thus, 

and    euere    shal  : 
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[E  646—671] 

I   vvol  no-thyng,  ne  nyl  no-thyng,  cer- 

tayn, 
But   as   yow  list,    naught   greueth   me 

at  al 
Though    J>at    my    doughter    and     my 

sone   be   slayn 
25  At    youre    comandement;    this    is     to 

sayn: 
I  haue  noght  had  no  part  of  children 

tweyne 
But  first  siknesse,   and   after  wo  and 

peyne. 
Ye  been  oure  lord,  dooth  with  youre 

owene   thyng 
Right   as   yow  list — axeth   no   reed  at 

me. 

30  ffor  as  I  lefte  at  hoom  al  my  clothyng, 
Whan   I    first  cam   to   yow,   right  so,' 

quod    she, 

'Lefte   I    my  wyl   and  al   my  libertee, 
And   took    your(e)    clothyng,    wherfore 

I    yow    preye 
Dooth   youre    plesawnce — I    wol    youre 

lust    obeye. 

35       And   certes,    if   I    hadde   prescience 
Youre  wyl  to  knowe  er  ye  youre  lust 

me    tolde, 

I  wolde  it  doon  with-outen  necligence. 
But  now  I  woot  your(e)  lust,  and  what 

ye   wolde, 
Al  your(e)   plesance  ferme   and  stable 

I    holde. 
40  ffor  wiste   I   that   my  deeth  wolde  do 

yow  ese,f) 
Right    gladly    wolde    I    dyen,    yow    to 

plese. 
Deth    may    noght    make    no    com- 

parisoun 
Vn-to   your(e)    loue.'     And    whan   this 

warkys   say 
The    Constance    of    his    wyf,    he    caste 

adoun 
45  Hise    [ejye'n    two,    and    wondreth    J>at 

she    may 

In   pacience   suffre   al   this   array; 
And  forth  he  goth  with  drery  conten- 

ance, 


[E  672—700] 

But  to  his  herte  it  was  ful  greet  ples 
ance. 
^[This  vgly   sergeant,   in   the   same 

wyse 
That    he    hir    doghter    caughte,    right  50 

so    he, 

Or  worse,  if  men  worse  kan  deuyse, 
Hath  hent  hir  sone,  J)at  ful  was  of 

beautee; 

And  euere  in  oon  so  pacient  was  she, 
That  she  no  chiere  maade  of  heuynesse, 
But  kiste  hir  sone,  and  after  gan  it  55 

blesse. 
Saue  this,  she  preyde  hym  that,  if 

he    myghte, 

Hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  erthe  graue. 
His  tendre  lymes,  delicaat  to  sighte, 
ffro  foweles  and  fro  beestes  for  to 

saue  ; 
But  she   no   answere   of  hym  myghte  60 

haue. 
He  wente  his  wey,   as   hym  no-thyng 

ne   roghte, 

But  to  Boloigne  he  tendrely  it  broghte. 
This  warkys  wondred,  euere  leng[er] 

the    moore, 

Vp-on  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  soothly  knowen  ther-bifoore  65 
That   parfitly   hir   children   loued   she, 
He  wolde  haue  wend  J)at  of  som  sub- 

tiltee 

And  of  malice,  or  for  crueel  corage, 
That  she  hadde  suffred  this  with  sad 

visage. 
But  wel  he  knew  that,  next  hym-self,  70 

certayn 
She  loued   hir  children   best  in  euery 

wyse. 
But   now   of   wommen   wolde    I    axen 

fayn 

If  thise  assayes  myghte  nat  suffise? 
What  koude  a  sturdy  housbonde  moore 

deuyse 
To     preeue     hir[e]     wyfhod     and     hir  75 

stedefastnesse, 
And   he   continuynge   euere   in  sturdi- 

nesse  ? 
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[E  701-729] 

But  ther  been  folk  of  swich  condicion, 
That,  when  they  haue  a  certein  purpos 

take, 

They  kan  nat  stynte  of  hir  entencion, 
D  But  right  as  they  were  bounden  to  a 

stake, 
They    wol    nat    of    that    firste    purpos 

slake : 
Right    so    this    markys    fulliche    hath 

purposed 
To    tempte    his    wyf    as    he    was   first 

disposed. 
He   waiteth   if  by   word   or   conten- 

ance 
5  That    she    to    hym    was    changed    of 

corage, 

But  neuere  koude  he  fynde  variance. 
She  was  ay  oon  in  herte  and  in  visage, 
And  ay  the  forther  J)at  she  was  in  age, 
The  moore  trewe,  if  J)at  it  were  pos 
sible, 
)  She  was  to  hym  in  loue,   and  moore 

penyble. 
ffor  which  it  semed  thus,  J)at  of  hem 

two 
Ther   nas    but    o   wyl;    for    as   Walter 

leste, 

The  same  lust  was   hir  plesance  also, 
And— God  be  thanked!— al  fil  for  the 

beste. 

5  She  shewed  wel,  for  no  worldly  vnreste 
A  wyf,  as  of  hir-self,  no-thing  ne  sholde 
Wille  in  effect  but  as  hir  housbonde 

wolde. 
^[The   sclaundre    of   Walter    ofte    and 

wyde    spradde,  f) 

That   of   a   crueel    herte   he   wikkedly, 
D  ffor    he     a    poure    womman     wedded 

hadde, 
Hath     mordred     bothe     his     children 

priuely; 
Swich  murmur[e]  was  among  hem  co- 

munly. 

No  wonder   is,   for   to   the   peples  ere 
Ther     cam     no    word     but    |)at    they 

mordred  were. 
5        ffor  which,  wher(e)-as  his  peple  ther- 

bifore 


[E  730-761] 
Hadde  loued  hym  wel,   the  sclaundre 

of  his   diffame 
Made  hem  that  they  hym  hatede  ther- 

fore. 

To  been  a  mordrere  is  a  hateful  name; 
But  nathelees,  for  ernest  ne  for  game, 
He  of  his  crueel  purpos  nolde  stente;  10 
To    tempte    his    wyf    was    set    al    his 

entente. 
^[Whan  that  his  doghter   .XIJ.  yeer 

was  of  age, 
He   to   the   court   of   Rome,    in  subtil 

wyse 

Enformed  of  his  wyl,   sente   his   mes 
sage, 
Comaundynge    hem    swiche    bulles    to   15 

deuyse 

As  to  his  crueel   purpos   may  suffyse, 
How  J>at  the  pope,   as  for  his  peples 

reste, 
Bad   hym   to   wedde    another,    if   hym 

leste. 
I  seye:  he  bad  they  sholde  countre- 

fete 

The    popes    bulles,    makynge    mencion  20 
That    he    hath   leue   his   firste   wyf  to 

lete, 

As   by   the   popes   dispensacion, 
To    stynte    rancour    and    dissencion 
Bitwixe  his  peple  and  hym:  thus  seyde 

the    bulle, 
The  which  they  han  publiced  atte  fulle.  25 

^[The  rude  peple,  as  it  no  wonder  is, 
Wenden  ful  wel  that  it  hadde  be  right 

so; 
But  whan  thise  tidynges  came  to  Gri- 

sildis, 

I    deeme   that   hir    herte   was   ful  wo. 
But  she,   ylike  sad  for  eueremo,  30 

Disposed    was,    this    humble    creature, 
The  aduersitee  of  ffortune  al  tendure; 
Abidynge    euere    his    lust    and    his 

plesance 
To   whom   {>at   she    was    yeuen,    herte 

and   al, 

As    to    hir    verray    worldly    suffisance.  35 
But  shortly  if  this  storie^I  tellen  shal, 
This   raarkys    writen   hath   in   special 
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[E  762—791] 

A  lettre  in  which   he  sheweth  his  en 
tente, 

And  secreely  he  to  Boloigne  it  sente. 
To   the    Erl    of    Pawyk,    which    J>at 

hadde  tho 

Wedded  his  suster,  preyde  he  specially 
To  bryngen  hoom  agayn  hise  children 

two 

In    honurable    estaat    al    openly. 
But  o  thyng  he  hym  preyede  outrely: 
45  That    he    to    no    wight,    though    men 

wolde    enquere, 
Sholde  nat  telle  whos  children  hat  they 

were; 
But  seye,  the  mayden  sholde  ywed- 

ded   be 

Vn-to  the  warkys  of  Saluce  anon. 
And  as  this  erl  was  preyed,  so  dide  he. 
50  ffor  at  day  set  he  on  his  wey  is  goon 
Toward  Saluce,  and  lordes  many  oon 
In  riche  array,  this  mayden  for  to  gyde, 
Hir  yonge  brother  ridynge  hir(e)  bi- 

syde. 

^[Arrayed  was   toward  hir   mariage 
55  This    fresshe    mayde    ful    of    gemmes 

cleere, 
Hir  brother,  which  })at  .VI J.  yeer  was 

of   age, 

Arrayed  eek  ful  fressh  in  his  manere; 
And  thus   in  greet  noblesse  and  with 

glad   cheere, 

Toward  Saluces  shapynge  hir  iourney, 
60  ffro  day  to  day  they  riden  in  hir  wey. 
^Explicit   quarta   pars. 
^Sequitur   pars   quinta. 
Among  al  this,  after  his  wikke  vsage, 
This   warkys,    yet    his    wyf   to   tempte 

moore 

To  the  outtreste  preeue  of  hir  corage, 
ffully  to  han  experience  and  loore 
65  If   that    she    were    as    stidefast   as    bi- 

foore, 

He  on  a  day,  in  open  audience, 
fful  boistously  hah  seyd  hir(e)  this  sent 
ence: 


[E  792-819] 
^T'Certes,    Grisilde,    I    hadde   ynogh 

plesance 
To  han  yow  to  my  wyf  for  your(e)  good- 

nesse, 
As  for  youre  trouthe  and  for  your(e)  70 

obeisance, 
Noght  for  your(e)  lynage,  ne  for  youre 

richesse; 
But    now    knowe    I    in    verray    sooth- 

fastnesse 

That  in  greet  lordshipe,  if  I  wel  auyse, 
Ther  is  greet  seruitute  in  sondry  wyse. 
I  may  nat  doon  as  euery  plowman  75 

may; 

My  peple  me  constreyneth  for  to  take 
Another  wyf,  and  crien  day  by  day; 
And  eek  the  pope,  rancour  for  to 

slake, 

Consenteth  it,  that  dar  I  vndertake, 
And  treweliche  thus  muche  I  wol  yow  80 

seye: 

My  newe  wyf  is  comynge  by  the  weye. 
Be  strong  of  herte,  and  voyde  anon 

hir    place, 
And  thilke  dower(e)  that  ye  broghten 

me, 
Taak    it    agayn — I    graunte    it    of    my 

grace— 
Retourneth     to    youre     fadres     hous,'  85 

quod  he. 

'No  man  may  alwey  han  prosperitee; 
With  euene  herte  I  rede  yow  tendure 
This  strook  of  ffortune  or  of  auen,- 

ture.' 
^[And   she   answerde   agayn   in   pa- 

cience : 
'My  lord/  quod  she,  'I  woot  and  wiste  90 

alway 

How  J>at  bitwixen  youre  magnificence 
And  my  pouerte  no  wight  kan  ne  may 
Maken  comparison — it   is   no  nay. 
I~ne    heeld    me    neuere    digne    in    no 

manere 
To    be    your(e)    wyf — no,    ne    your(e)  95 

chamberere. 
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[E  820-848] 

And  in  this  hous   ther  ye  me  lady 

maade — 
The   heighe   God   take    I   for   my  wit- 

nesse! 

And  also  wisly  he  my  soule  glaade — 

I  neuere  heeld  me  lady  ne  maistresse, 

00  But  humble  seruant  to  your(e)  worthy- 

nesse, 
And  euere  shal,  whil  J)at  my  lyf  may 

dure, 
Abouen   euery   worldly   creature. 

That  ye  so  longe  of  youre  benigni- 

tee 

Han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobleye, 
05  Where-as   I   was  noght  worthy  for  to 

bee, 
That  thonke  I  God  and  yow,  to  whom 

I    preye 
fforyelde  it  yow! — ther  is  namoore  to 

seye. 

Vn-to  my  fader  gladly  wol  I  wende, 
And  with  hym  dwelle  vn-to  my  lyues 

ende. 
10        Ther   I   was  fostred   of  a  child  ful 

smal, 

Til  I  be  deed,  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lede 
A  wydwe  clene  in  body,  herte,  and  al. 
ffor  sith  I  yaf  to  yow  my  maydenhede, 
And  am  youre  trewe  wyf,  it  is  no 

drede, 

15  God  shilde  swich  a  lordes  wyf  to  take 

Another  man  to  housbonde  or  to  makel 

And  of  youre  newe  wyf  God  of  his 

grace 

So  graunte  yow  wele  and  prosperitee! 
ffor  I  wol  gladly  yelden  hir(e)  my 

place, 
20  In  which   that   I    was   blisful  wont  to 

bee. 
ffor  sith  it  liketh  yow,  my  lord/  quod 

shee, 
'That    whilom    weren    al    myn    hertes 

reste, 
That   I   shal  goon,   I   wol  goon  whan 

yow    leste. 
But  ther-as  ye  me  profre  swich  dow- 

aire 


[E  849-875] 
As    I    first    broghte,    it   is    wel   in   my  25 

mynde 
It  were  my  wrecched  clothes,  no-thyng 

faire, 
The  whiche  to  me  were  hard  now  for 

to    fynde. 
O,   goode    God!   how   gentil   and   how 

kynde 
Ye  semed  by  youre  speche  and  youre 

visage 

The  day  that  maked  was  oure  mariage !  30 
But  sooth  is  seyd,  algate  I  fynde  it 

trewe, 

ffor  in  effect  it  preeued  is  on  me: 
Loue  is  noght  oold  as  whan  {>at  it 

is  newe. 

But  certes,   lord,   for  noon  aduersitee, 
To   dyen   in  the   cas,   it  shal  nat  bee  35 
That   euere    in   word   or   werk    I   shal 

repente 

That  I  yow  yaf  myn  herte  in  hool  en 
tente. 
My  lord,  ye  woot  that  in  my  fadres 

place 
Ye  dide  me  streepe  out  of  my  poure 

weede, 

And  richely  me  cladden  of  youre  grace.  40 
To    yow    broghte    I    noght    elles,    out 

of    drede, 

But  feith,  and  nakednesse,  and  mayden 
hede. 
And     heere     agayn     my     clothyng     I 

restoore, 
And  eek  my  weddyng-ryng  for  euere- 

moore. 
The  remenant  of  your(e)  eueles  redy  45 

be 
In-with  your(e)  chambre,   dar  I  saufly 

sayn; 
Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous,'  quod 

she, 

'I  cam,  and  naked  moot  I  turne  agayn. 
Al  your(e)  plesance  wol  I  folwen  fayn, 
But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  your(e)  50 

entente 
That  I  smoklees  out  of  your(e)  paleys 

wente. 
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[E  876-901] 

Ye  koude  nat  doon  so  dishoneste  a 

thyng, 
That   thilke    wombe   in   which   your(e) 

children  leye 
Sholde  biforn  the  peple,   in  my  walk- 

yng, 

55  Be  seyn  al  bare,  wherf  ore  I  yow  preye : 
Lat   me    nat   lyk   a   worm   go   by  the 

weye ! 
Remembre   yow,    myn  owene   lord   so 

deere, 
I  was  your(e)  wyf,  though  I  vnworthy 

weere. 
Wherfore,  in  gerdon  of  my  mayden- 

hede, 
60  Which  J>at  I  broghte,  and  noght  agayn 

I    bere, 
As   voucheth-sauf   to   yeue    me   to   my 

meede 
But    swich    a    smok    as    I    was    wont 

to  were, 
That  I  ther-with  may  wrye  the  wombe 

of  here 
That  was  your(e)  wyf — and  heer  take 

I    my   leeue 
65  Of  yow,   myn  owene  lord,  lest  I  yow 

greue  1' 
*['The   smok,'    quod   he,    'that   thou 

hast  on  thy  bak, 
Lat    it    be    stille,    and    ber[e]    it   forth 

with   thee!' 

But  wel  vnnethes  thilke  word  he  spak, 
But  wente  his  wey  for  routhe  and  for 

pitee. 

70  Biforn  the  folk  hir-seluen  strepeth  she, 
And  in  hir  smok,  with  heed  and  foot 

al  bare, 
Toward    hir    fader   hous    forth   is   she 

fare. 
^The  folk  hir(e)  folwe,  wepynge  in 

hir    weye, 
And  ffortune  ay  they  cursen  as  they 

goon; 
75  But  she  fro  wepyng  kepte  hir(e)  [e]yen 

dreye, 

Ne  in  this  tyme  word  ne  spak  she  noon. 
Hir    fader,    that    this    tidyng[e]    herde 

anoon, 


[E  902—933] 

Curseth  the  day  and  tyme  that  nature 
Shoop  hym  to  been  a  lyues  creature, 
ffor,   out  of  doute,   this  olde   poure  80 

man 

Was  euere  in  suspect  of  hir  manage; 
ffor  euere  he  denied,  sith  that  it  bigan, 
That  whan  the  lord  fulfild  hadde  his 

corage, 

Hym  wolde  thynke  it  were  a  disparage 
To    his    estaat,    so    lowe    for    talighte,  85 
And  voyden  hir(e)  as  soone  as  euer  he 

myghte. 
Agayns  his  doghter  hastiliche  goth 

he— 
ffor    he    by    noyse    of    folk    knew    hir 

comynge — , 
And  with  hir  olde  coote,  as  it  myghte 

be, 
He  couered  hir(e),  ful  sorwefully  wep-  90 

ynge. 
But   on    hir    body    myghte    he    it   nat 

brynge ; 
ffor  rude  was  the  clooth,  and  she  moore 

of   age 

By   dayes    fele    than    at    hir    mariage. 
•[[Thus  with  hir  fader  for  a  certeyn 

space 

Dwelleth  this  flour  of  wyfly  pacience,  95 
That  neither  by  hir(e)  wordes  ne  hir 

face, 

Biforn  the  folk,  ne  eek  in  hir  absence, 
Ne  shewed  she  that  hir(e)  was  doon 

offence  ; 
Ne   of   hir   heighe    estaat   no   remem- 

bratmce 
Ne  hadde  she,  as  by  hir  contenawnce.  00 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  hir  grete  estaat 
Hir  goost  was  euere  in  pleyn  humylitee ; 
No  tendre  mouth,  non  herte  delicaat, 
No  pompe,  no  semblant  of  roialtee, 
But  ful  of  pacient  benyngnytee,  05 

Discreet  and  pridelees,  ay  honurable, 
And  to  hir  housbonde  euere  meke  and 

stable. 
^[Men    speke    of    lob,    and    moost 

for  his   humblesse, 
As  clerkes,  whan  hem  list,  konne  wel 

endite 
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[E  934—961] 
0  Namely   of   men,   but   as   in   soothfast- 

nesse — 
Though    clerkes    preise    wommen    but 

a   lite— 
Ther  kan  no  man   in  humblesse  hym 

acquite 
As  womman  kan,  ne  Jean  been  half  so 

trewe 
As  wommen   been,   but   it  be  falle  of 

newe. 
5       ,11  f fro  Boloigne  is  this  Erl  of  Pawyk 

come, 
Of  which  the  fame  vp-sprang  to  moore 

and   lesse, 

And  in  the  peples  eres,  alle  and  some, 
Was  kouth  eek  that  a  newe  warkysesse 
He  with  hym  broghte  in  swich  pompe 

and   richesse, 
D  That  neuere  was  ther  seyn  with  mannes 

[e]ye 

So  noble   array  in  al  Westlumbardye. 
If  The  markys,  which  that  shoop  and 

knew    al    this, 
Er   that   this   erl   was   come,   sente  his 

message 

ffor   thilke    sely   poure    Grisildis; 
5  And  she  with  humble  herte  and  glad 

visage, 
Nat    with    no    swollen    thoght    in    hir 

corage, 
Cam  at  his  heste,  and  on  hir(e)  knees 

hir(e)   sette, 
And    reuerently    and   wisely    she    hym 

grette. 
•f'Grisilde,'  'quod    he,    'my    wyl    is 

outrely, 
0  This   mayden   that   shal   wedded   been 

to  me 

Receiued    be    to-morwe    as    roially 
As   it  possible  is   in  myn  hous  to  be, 
And  eek  that  euery  wight  in  his  degree 
Haue  his  estaat  in  sittyng  and  seruyse 
5  And   heigh    plesatmce,   as    I    kan   best 

deuyse. 
I   haue  no  wommen  suffisaunt,  cer- 

tayn, 
The  chambres  for  tarraye  in  ordinawnce 


[E  962-988] 
After  my   lust,   and   ther-fore  wolde   I 

fayn 
That  thyn  were  al  swich  manere  gouern- 

atmce. 
Thou  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  pies-  40 

awnce ; 
Thogh  thyn  array  be  badde  and  yuel 

biseye, 

Do  thou  thy  deuoir  at  the  leeste  weye.' 
If 'Nat  oonly,  lord,  that  I  am  glad,' 

quod    she, 

'To  doon  your(e)  lust,  but  I  desire  also 
Yow  for  to  serue  and  plese  in  my  45 

degree 

With-outen  f eyntyng,  and  shal  eueremo ; 
Ne  neuere,  for  no  wele  ne  no  wo, 
Ne  shal  the  goost  withinne  myn  herte 

stente 
To   loue   yow   best   with  al   my  trewe 

entente.' 
And   with   that   word    she    gan   the  50 

hous  to  dighte, 
And   tables   for   to    sette,    and   beddes 

make, 
And    peyned    hir(e)    to    doon    al    that 

she    myghte, 
Preyynge  the  chambereres  for  Goddes 

sake 
To  hasten  hem,  and  faste  swepe  and 

shake ; 

And  she,  the  mooste  seruysable  of  alle,  55 
Hath  euery  chambre  arrayed,  and  his 

halle. 

If  Abouten  vndren  gan  this  erl  alighte, 
That    with    hym    broghte    thise    noble 

children   tweye, 
ffor   which   the   peple   ran   to   see  the 

sighte 

Of    hir    array,    so    richely    biseye.  60 

And  thanne  at  erst  amonges  hem  they 

seye 
That   Walter   was   no   fool,   thogh   hat 

hym   leste 
To  chaunge  his  wyf,  for  it  was  for  the 

beste. 
ffor   she    is   fairer,    as    they   demen 

alle. 
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[E  989— ioi5J 
65  Than    is    Grisilde,    and    moore    tendre 

of  age, 
And  fairer  fruyt   bitwene   hem  sholde 

falle, 

And  moore  plesant  for  hir  heigh  lynage. 
Hir  brother  eek  so  fair[e]  was  of  visage, 
That  hem  to  seen  the  peple  hath  caught 

plesawnce, 
70  Commendynge  now  the  warkys  gouern- 

awnce. 
'0   stormy    peple,    vnsad    and   euere 

vntre  we,  [  ^[  Auctor 

Ay   vndiscreet    and    chaungynge    as    a 

vane, 
Delitynge    euere     in    rumbul    that    is 

newe! 
ffor   lyk   the   moone   ay  wexe   ye  and 

wane, 
75  Ay    ful    of   clappyng,    deere    ynogh    a 

z'ane ! 
Youre   doom   is   fals,    youre   Constance 

yuele   preeueth ; 
A    ful    greet    fool    is    he    J)at    on    yow 

leeueth !' 
Thus    seyden    sadde    folk    in     that 

citee, 
Whan   that    the    peple    gazed    vp   and 

doun, 
80  ffor    they    were    glad,    right    for    the 

noueltee, 

To  han  a  newe  lady  of  hir  toun. 
Namoore  of  this  make  I  now  mencioun, 
But  to  Grisilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse, 
And  telle  hir  Constance  and  hir  bi- 

synesse. 

85        fful  bisy  was  Grisilde  in  euery-thyng 
That    to    the    feeste    was    apertinent. 
Right    noght    was    she    abayst    of    hir 

clothyng, 
Thogh  it  were  rude  and  somdeel  eek 

to-rent  ; 
But  with  glad  cheere  to  the  yate  is  [she] 

went 
90  With   oother  folk,   to   greete  the  mar- 

kysesse, 
And    after    that    dooth    forth    hir    bi- 

synesse. 


[E  1016—1046] 
With  so  glad  chiere  hise  gestes  she 

receyueth, 
And    [so]    konningly,    euerich    in     his 

degree, 

That  no  defaute  no  man  aperceyueth, 
But  ay  they  wondren  what  she  myghte  95 

bee 

That  in  so  poure  array  was  for  to  see, 
And   koude    swich   honour    and   reuer- 

ence; 

And  worthily  they  preisen  hir  prudence. 
In  al  this  meene  while  she  ne  stente 
This    mayde    and    eek    hir    brother   to  00 

commende 

With  al  hir  herte,  in  ful  benyngne  en 
tente, 
So   wel,    J>at   no    man   koude    hir  pris 

amende. 
But  atte  laste,   whan  |)at  thise   lordes 

wende 
To   sitten    doun    to    mete,    he    gan   to 

calle 

Grisilde,  as  she  was  bisy  in  his  halle.  05 
^['Grisilde,'  quod  he,   as  it  were  in 

his    pley, 
'How    liketh    thee    my    wyf    and    hir 

beautee  ?' 
'Right   wel,'    quod   she,    'my   lord,   for, 

in  good  fey, 

A  fairer  saugh  I  neuere  noon  than  she. 
I  preye  to  God  yeue  hir(e)  prosperitee,   10 
And   so   hope    I    that   he   wol  to   yow 

sende 

Plesance  ynogh  vn-to  youre  lyues  ende! 
O  thyng  biseke   I   yow,  and  warne 

also,f) 

That  ye  ne  prikke  with  no  tormentynge 
This  tendre  mayden,  as  ye  han  doon   15 

mo. 

ffor   she    is   fostred   in   hir   norissynge 
Moore  tendrely,  and,  to  my  supposynge, 
She  koude  nat  aduersitee   endure, 
As    koude    a    poure    fostred    creature.' 
^[And  whan  this  Walter  saugh  hir  20 

pacience, 

Hir  glade  chiere,  and  no  malice  at  al, 
And  he  so  ofte  had  doon  to  hir  offence, 
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And  she  ay  sad  and  constant  as  a  wal, 

Continuynge  euere  hir  innocence  ouerai, 

25  This     sturdy    wzarkys    gan    his     herte 

dresse 
To   rewefn]    vp-on   hir    wyfly   stedfast- 

nesse. 
*[f'This    is    ynogh,     Grisilde     myn!' 

quod  he, 
'Be     now    namoore    agast,    ne     yuele 

apayed ! 

I  haue  thy  feith  and  thy  benyngnytee, 

30  As  wel  as  euere  womman  was,  assayed, 

In  greet  estaat  and  poureliche  arrayed. 

Now   knowe    I,    goode   wyf,   thy   sted- 

fastnesse !' 
And  hir(e)  in  armes  took,  and  gan  hir(e) 

kesse. 
^And  she  for  wonder  took  of  it  no 

keep[e]; 
35  She  herde  nat  what  thyng  he  to  hir(e) 

seyde — 
She  ferde   as  she   had  stert  out  of  a 

sleep, 

Til  she  out  of  hir  mazednesse  abreyde. 
'Grisilde,'  quod  he,  'by   God,  that  for 

vs   deyde ! 
Thou   art   my  wyf,   ne  noon  oother   I 

haue, 
40  Ne   neuere   hadde,   as    God   my   soule 

saue! 
5  This   is   thy   doghter,    which  thou 

hast   supposed 

To  be  my  wyf;  that  oother  feithfully 
Shal  be  myn  heir,  as   I  haue  ay  pur 
posed; 

Thou  bare  hym  in  thy  body  trewely. 

45  At  Boloigne  haue  I  kept  hem  priuely — 

Taak  hem  agayn!  for  now  maistow  nat 

seye 
That    thou    hast    lorn     noon    of    thy 

children    tweye. 
And  folk  that  ootherweys  han  seyd 

of  me, 
I  warne  hem  wel  JDat  I  haue  doon  this 

deede 


[E  1074—1099] 

ffor  no  malice,  ne   for  no  crueltee,        50 
But  for  tassaye  in  thee  thy  womman- 

heede, 
And    nat    to   sleen    my   children — God 

f orbeede ! 

But  for  to  kepe  hem  priuely  and  stille 
Til  I  thy  purpos  knewe  and  al  thy 

wille.' 
^[Whan    she    this    herde,    aswowne  55 

doun    she    falleth 
ffor  pitous  ioye,  and  after  hir  swown- 

ynge 
She   bothe   hir(e)   yonge   children   [vn] 

to   hir(e)    calleth, 

And  in  hir  armes,  pitously  wepynge, 
Embraceth  hem,  and  tendrely  kissynge 
fful  lyk  a  mooder,  with  hir(e)  salte  60 

teeres 
She  bathed  bothe  hir  visage  and  hir(e) 

heeres. 

^[O  which  a  pitous  thyng  it  was  to  se 
Hir   swownyng,   and  hir   humble  voys 

to    heere ! 
'Grauntmercy,  lordl  that  thanke  I  yow,' 

quod  she, 
'That  ye   han  saued   me   my  children  65 

deere ! 
Now  rekke  I  neuere  to  been  deed  right 

heere, 
Sith   I   stonde  in  your(e)  loue  and  in 

your(e)   grace; 
No  fors  of  deeth,   ne  whan  my  spirit 

pacel 
^[O     tendre,     o     deere,     o     yonge 

children  myne! 

Your(e)  woful  mooder  wende  stedfastly  70 
That  crueel  houndes  or  som  foul  ver- 

myne 
Hadde    eten    yow;    but    God,    of    his 

mercy, 

And  youre  benyngne  fader  tendrely 
Hath  doon  yow  kept!' — and  in  that 

same    stounde 
Al     sodeynly    she    swapte     adoun    to  75 

grounde. 


8924.  [uber  ouerai]  i.  ubique  E.He.  26.  rewe  G.D.P.  32.  goode  E.,  deere  He.,  etc. 
(Sk.).  39.  ne  (and  P.)  f.  E.He.D.  43.  purposed  C.L.H.4,  disposed  D.P.,  supposed 
E.He.G.  57.  vn-to  E.He.G.D.  (Sk.).  61.  bathed  E.D.P.,  batheth  He.G.C.  (Sk.),  baf>es 
L.H.*  64.  god  thanke  it  (f.  G.)  yow  He.G.D.H.4,  god  I  ])anke  it  ^ou  C,  g.  ythenk  £.  P., 
g.  I  J)onked  z.  L. 


8976 — 9°3T 


10.  The  Clerkes  Tale. 


[E  1100 — 1123] 

And  in  hir  swough  so  sadly  holdetb 

she 
Hir(e)    children    two,    whan    she    gan 

hem  tembrace, 
That    with    greet    sleighte    and    greet 

difficultee 
The  children  from  hir  arm  they  gonne 

arace. 
80  O    many~a    teere    on    many~a    pitous 

face 
Doun  ran  of  hem  J)at  stooden  hir(e) 

bisyde  1 
Vnnethe   abouten   hir(e)   myghte   they 

abyde. 
^Walter     hir(e)    gladeth,     and    hir 

sorwe   slaketh. 
She     riseth     vp,     abaysed,     from     hir 

trainee, 
85  And  euery  wight  hir(e)  ioye  and  feeste 

maketh, 
Til   she    hath   caught   agayn   hir   con- 

tenazmce. 
Walter  hir(e)  dooth  so  feithfully  ples- 

attnce, 
That  it  was  deyntee  for  to  seen  the 

cheere 
Bitwixe  hem  two,  now  they  been  met 

yfeere. 
90       ^[Thise  ladyes,  whan  that  they  hir 

tyme    say, 
Han  taken   hir(e),   and   in-to   chambre 

gon, 
And    strepen    hir(e)    out    of    hir    rude 

array, 
And  in  a  clooth  of  gold,  J)at  brighte 

shoon, 

With  a  coroune  of  many^a  riche  stoon 
95  Vp-on  hir  heed,  they  in-to  halle  hir(e) 

broghte, 
And  ther   she  was   honured  as   hir(e) 

oghte. 
Thus  hath  this  pitous  day  a  blisful 

ende, 
ffor   euery    man   and   womman   dooth 

his  myght 
This  day  in  murthe  and  reuel  to  dis- 

pende, 


[E  1124-1155] 
Til   on   the   welkne   shoon  the   sterres  00 

lyght. 
ffor  moore  solempne  in  euery  mannes 

syght 

This  feste  was,  and  gretter  of  costage 

Than   was    the   reuel    of   hir   mariage. 

^[fful    many~a   yeer    in    heigh    pro- 

speritee 
Lyuen   thise    two    in    concord   and   in  05 

reste, 

And  richely  his  doghter  maryed  he 
Vn-to  a  lord,  oon  of  the  worthieste 
Of  al  Ytaille;  and  thanne  in  pees  and 

reste 

His  wyues  fader  in  his  court  he  kepeth, 
Til  that  the  soule  out  of  his  body  10 

crepeth. 

His  sone  succedeth  in  his  heritage 
In  reste  and  pees  after  his  fader  day, 
And  fortunat  was  eek   in  jnariage, 
Al  putte  he  nat  his  wyf  in  greet  .assay. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong — it  is  no  15 

nay — 

As  it  hath  been  of  olde  tymes  yoore; 
And  herkneth  what  this  auctour  seith 

therfoore. 
*[This   storie~is   seyd,   nat   for  that 

wyues  sholdef) 

ffolwen  Grisilde  as  in  humylitee — 
ffor    it    were    inportable    though    they  20 

wolde — , 

But  for  that  euery  wight,  in  his  degree, 
Sholde  be  constant  in  aduersitee 
As  was  Grisilde;  therfore  Petrark  writ- 

eth 
This  storie,  which  with  heigh  stile  he 

enditeth. 

ffor  sith  a  womman  was  so  pacient  25 
Vn-to  a  mortal  man,  wel  moore  vs  oghte 
Receyuen  al  in  gree  that  God  vs  sent; 
ffor  greet  skile  is   he   preeue  that  he 

wroghte. 
But  he  ne  tempteth  no  man  that  he 

boghte, 
As   seith   seint    lame,    if  ye   his   pistel  30 

rede; 
He  preeueth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drede; 
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[E  1156—1185]^ 

And  suffreth  vs,  as  for  oure  exercise, 

With    sharpe    scourges    of    aduersitee 

fful   ofte   to    be    bete   in   sondry  wise, 

35  Nat  for  to  knowe  oure  wyl;  for  certes 

he, 

Er  we  were  born,  knew  oure  freletee, 
And  for   oure  beste   is  al   his  gouern- 

awnce ; 
Lat   vs    thanne   lyue    in   vertuous   suf- 

f  raw  nee. 
•[But   o  word,   lordynges,   herkneth 

er  I   go: 

40  It  were  ful  hard  to  fynde  now  a-dayes 
In  al  a  toun  Grisildis  thre  or  two; 
ffor,  if  J)at  they  were  put  to  swiche 

assayes, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde 

alayes 
With  bras,  J>at,  thogh  the  coyne  be  fair 

at  [e]ye, 

45  It  wolde  rather  breste  atwo  than  plye.*) 
ffor  which  heere  for  the  wyues  loue 

of  Bathe— 
Whos  lyf  and  al  hir  secte  God  mayn- 

tene 
In  heigh   maistrie! — and  elles   were  it 

scathe — , 
I    wol    with    lusty    herte,    fressh    and 

grene, 
50  Seyn    yow    a    song    to    glade    yow,    I 

wene, 

And  lat  vs  stynte  of  ernestful  matere! 
Herkneth  my  song,  that  seith  in  this 

manere : 

^Lenvoy  de  Chaucer. 

Grisilde   is    deed,    and   eek   hir   pa- 

cience, 

And   bothe   atones   buryed    in   Ytaille, 
55  ffor   which    I    crie    in   open   audience: 
No  wedded  man  so  hardy  be  tassaille 
His  wyues  pacience  in  hope  to  fynde 
Grisildis,  for  in  certein  he  shal  faille. 
O   noble   wyues,    ful   of   heigh   pru 
dence  ! 

60  Lat  noon  humylitee  youre  tonge  naille, 
Ne  lat  no  clerk  haue  cause  or  diligence. 


[E  1186—1212] 
To    write    of    yow    a    storie^of    swicti 

meruaille 

As    of    Grisildis,    pacient    and   kynde, 
Lest    Chichiuache    yow   swelwe    in   hir 

entraille. 
ffolweth   Ekko,   that  holdeth   no  si-  6 

lence, 
But    euere    answereth   at    the   countre- 

taille  ; 

Beth  nat  bidaffed  for  youre  innocence, 
But  sharply  taak  on  yow  the  gouern- 

aille. 
Emprenteth  wel  this  lessown  in  youre 

mynde, 
ffor  commune  profit  sith  it  may  auaille.  7 

Ye  archiwyues,  stondeth  at  defense! 
Syn   ye    be    strong    as    is    a   greet   ca- 

maille, 
Ne    suffreth    nat   J3at    men   yow    doon 

offense! 
And  sklendre  wyues,  fieble  as  in  bat- 

aille, 

Beth  egre  as  is  a  tfygre  yond  in  Ynde!  7 
Ay   clappeth   as   a   wille,    I    yow   con- 

saille. 
Ne   dreede  hem   nat,   doth  hem   no 

reuerence ! 
ffor    though    thyn    housbonde    armed 

be  in  maille, 

The   arwes   of  thy   crabbed  eloquence 
Shal    perce    his    brest,    and    eek     his  8 

auentaille; 
In     Jalousie    I    rede     eek    thou     hym 

bynde, 
And  thou  shalt  make  hym  couche  as 

doth  a  quaille. 
If  thou   be  fair,   ther  folk   been  in 

presence 
Shewe  thou  thy  visage  and  thyn  appar- 

aille; 

If  thou  be  foul,  be  fre  of  thy  dispence,  8 
To     gete    thee    freendes    ay    do    thy 

trauaille; 
Be   ay   of  chiere   as   light   as   leef  on 

lynde, 
And    lat    hym    care,    and    wepe,    and 

wrynge,  and  waille ! 
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[E  1213—1229] 

[^[Bihoold  the   murye  wordes   of 

the    Hoost.*) 
This  worthy  clerk  whan  ended  was 

this    tale, 
Oure     hooste    seyde,     and    swoor     by 

Goddes  bones : 

'Me  were  leuere  than  a  barel  ale 
My  wyf  at  hoom  had  herd  this  legende 

ones! 

This  is  a  gentil  tale  for  the  nones, 
As  to  my  purpos,  wiste  ye  my  wille, 
But  thyng  J)at  wol  nat  be,  lat  it  be 

stille!'] 

^[Heere  endeth  the  tale  of  the  Clerk 
of  Oxenford. 


ii.  The  Marchantes  Tale. 

a)  *[The  prologe  of  the  Marchantes 
tale. 

'Wepyng  and  waylyng,  care  and  oother 

sorwe 

90  I  knowe  ynogh,  on  euen  and  a-morwe,' 
Quod    the    Marchant,    'and    so     doon 

othere   mo 
That  wedded  been,  I  trowe  that  it  be 

so; 

ffor  wel  I  woot  it  fareth  so  with  me. 

I  haue  a  wyf,  the  worste  that  may  be; 

95  ffor  thogh  the  feend  to  hir(e)  ycoupled 

were, 
She    wolde    hym    ouermacche,    I    dar 

wel  swere. 

What  sholde  I  yow  reherce  in  special 
Hir  hye  malice?  She  is  a  shrewe  at  al. 
Ther   is    a   long   and   large   difference 
00  Bitwix   Grisildis    grete   pacience 

And  of  my  wyf  the  passyng  crueltee. 
Were  I  vnbounden,  al-so  moote  I  thee! 
I  wolde  neuere  eft  comen  in  the  snare. 
We  wedded  men  lyuen  in  sorwe  and 

care  ; 
05  Assaye  who-so  wole,  and  he  shal  fynde 


[E  1230—1254] 
I    seye    sooth — by    seint    Thomas    of 

Ynde  !— 
As    for    the    moore    part,    I    seye    nat 

alle— 

God  shilde  that  it  sholde  so  bifalle! 
^fA!  good  sir(e)  hoost!  I  haue  y wedded 

bee 
Thise   wonthes    two,    and    moore    nat,   10 

pardee ! 

And  yet,  I  trowe,  he  that  al  his  lyue 
Wyflees  hath  been,  though  J)at  men 

wolde  him  ryue 
Vn-to  the  herte,  ne  koude  in  no  ma- 

nere 
Tellen    so    muchel    sorwe    as    I    now 

heere 

Koude  tellen  of  my  wyues  cursednesse !'   15 
^f'Now,'   quod   cure  hoost,   'Marchant, 

so  God  yow  blesse! 
Syn    ye    so    muchel    knowen    of    that 

art, 

fful  hertely  I  praye  yow  telle  vs  part/ 
^['Gladly,'  quod  he,  'but  of  myn 

owene    soore, 
ffor  soory  herte,  I  telle  may  namoore.'  20 

b)  ^[Heere  bigynneth  the  Marchanntes 
tale.**) 

Whilom  ther  was  dwellynge  in  Lum- 

bardye 
A    worthy    knyght,    J)at    born    was    of 

Pavye, 
In  which   he  lyued  in  greet  prosperi- 

tee; 
And   sixty    yeer   a    wyflees    man   was 

hee, 

And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt  25 

On  wommen,  ther-as  was  his  appetyt. 
As  doon  thise  fooles  that  been  seculeer. 
And  whan  that  he  was  passed  sixty 

yeer — 

Where  it  for  hoolynesse  or  for  dotage, 
I  kan  nat  seye — but  swich  a  greet  30 

corage 
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[E  1255—1282] 

Hadde  this  knyght  to  been  a  wedded 

man, 
That  day  and  nyght  he  dooth  al  that 

he  kan 

Tespien  where  he  myghte  wedded  be; 
Preyinge   oure    Lord  to   granten   hym 

J)at   he 
35  Mighte    ones    knowe   of   thilke    blisful 

lyf 
That    is    bitwixe    an    housbonde    and 

his  wyf, 

And  for  to  lyue  vnder  that  hooly  boond 
With   which   J)at   first    God    man   and 

womman    bond. 
'Noon  oother  lyf/  seyde  he,  'is  worth 

a   bene; 

40  ffor  wedlok  is  so  esy  and  so  clene, 
That   in   this   world   it   is   a   Paradys.' 
Thus  seyde  this  olde  knyght,  J)at  was 

so   wys. 
^"'And  certeinly,   as   sooth   as   God  is 

kyng, 

To  take  a  wyf,  it  is  a  glorious  thyng, 
45  And  namely  whan  a  man  is  oold  and 

hoor, 

Thanne  is  a  wyf  the  fruyt  of  his  tresor ; 
Thanne   sholde    he   take   a    yong   wyf 

and  a  feir, 
On  which  he  myghte  engendren  hym 

an  heir, 

And  lede  his  lyf  in  ioye  and  in  solas, 

50  Wher(e)-as  thise  bacheleris  synge  alias, 

Whan  that  they  fynden  any^aduersitee 

In  loue,  which  nys  but  childyssh  vany- 

tee. 

And,    trewely,    it    sit    wel    to    be     so, 
That  bacheleris  haue  often  peyne  and 

wo; 
55  On    brotel    ground    they    buylde,    and 

brotelnesse 
They    fynde    whan    they    wene    siker- 

nesse. 

They  lyue  but  as  a  bryd  or  as  a  beest, 
In   libertee    and   vnder    noon   arreest; 


[E  1283—1310] 

Ther-as  a  wedded  man,   in  his  estaat, 
Lyueth   a   lyf   blisful   and   ordinaat,        60 
Vnder  this   yok  of   mariage   ybounde. 
Wel  may  his  herte  in  ioye  and  blisse 

habounde; 

ffor  who  kan  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyf? 
WTho  is  so  trewe  and  eek  so  ententyf 
To  kepe  hym,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  65 

his   make? 
ffor  wele   or  wo,   she  wol[e]   hym  nat 

forsake ; 
She   nys    nat   wery   hym   to  loue   and 

serue, 

Thogh  J3at  he  lye  bedrede  til  he  sterue. 
And  yet  somme  clerkes  seyn  it  nys 

nat   so, 
Of  whiche    he,   Theofraste,    is   oon  of  7C 

tho. 

What  force  though  Theofraste  liste  lye  ? 
"Ne  tak[e]  no  wyf,"  quod  he,  "for 

housbondrye, 
As  for  to  spare   in  houshold  thy  dis- 

pence; 

A  trewe  seruant  dooth  moore  diligence 
Thy  good  to  kepe  than  thyn  owene  75 

wyf, 

ffor  she  wol  clayme  half  part  al  hir  lyf. 
A'nd  if  thou  be  syk — so  God  me 

saue ! — 

Thy  verray  freendes  or  a  trewa  knaue 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she,  jmt 

waiteth  ay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  doon  many~a  8C 

day. 
And   if   thou   take   a   wyf   [vn-to  thyn 

hoold, 

fful  lightly  maystow  been  a  cokewold]." 
This  sentence  and  an  hundred  thynges 

worse 
Writeth  this  man,  ther  God  his  bones 

corse ! 
But  takfe]  no  keep[e]  of  al  swich  vany-  85 

tee, 
Deffie  Theofraste,  and  herke  me! 
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[E  I3H-I339] 

*[A    wyf    is    Goddes    yifte    verraily;f) 

Alle   otherefre]    manere   yiftes    hardily, 

As  londes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  commune, 

90  Or   moebles,   alle   been   yiftes   of  ffor- 

tune, 

That  passen  as  a  shadvve  vpon  a  wal. 
But  dredelees,  if  pleynly  speke  I  shal, 
A  wyf  \vol  laste,  and  in  thyn  hous 

endure 

Wei  lenger  than  thee  list,  parauenture. 

95  ^[  Manage    is    a   ful    greet    sacrement; 

He   which   J>at   hath   no   wyf,    I   holde 

hym  shent. 

He    lyueth    helplees   and    al    desolat — 
I  speke  of  folk  in  seculer  estaat — , 
And   herke    why    I    seye    nat   this   for 

noght, 
00  That    womman    is    for    mannes     help 

y  wroght : 
The  hye   God,  whan  he  hadde  Adam 

maked, 

And  saugh  hym  al  allone,  bely-naked, 
God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  seyde 

than,f) 
"Lat  vs  now  make  an  help  vn-to  this 

man 
05  Lyk  to  hym-self,"  and  thanne  he  made 

hym   Eue. 
Heer(e)  may  ye  se,  and  heer-by  may  ye 

preue 

That  wyf  is  mannes  help  and  his  con- 
fort, 

His  Paradys  terrestre,  and  his  disport. 
So  buxom  and  so  vertuous  is  she, 
10  They   moste    nedes   lyue    in   vnitee; 
O  flessh  they  been,   and  o  flessh,  as 

I   gesse, 
Hath   but   oon   herte    in    vvele   and  in 

distresse.          ^ 

^[A  wyf — a!    Seinte  Marie,  benedicite! 

How  myghte  a  man  han  any~aduersitee 

15  That  hath  a  wyf?    Certes,   I  kan  nat 

seye; 


[E  1340—1365] 
The   blisse   which  J>at   is   bitwixe  hem 

tweye, 
Ther    may    no    tonge    telle,    or    herte 

thynke ! 
If  he   be   poure,   she   helpeth  hym  to 

swynke, 
She    kepeth    his    good,    and     wasteth 

neuer-a-deel. 
Al    that     hir     housbonde     lust,     hir(e)  20 

liketh  weel; 
She  seith  nat  ones  "nay"  whan  he  seith 

"ye." 
"Do  this,"   seith  he.    "^11  redy,   sire," 

seith   she. 

O  blisful  ordre  of  wedlok  precious! 
Thou  art   so  murye^and    eek   so   ver 
tuous, 

And  so  commended  and  appreued  eek,  25 
That  euery  man  })at   halt  hym  worth 

a  leek 
Vp-on   hise   bare  knees   oughte   al   his 

lyf 
Thanken  his  God,  J>at  hym  hath  sent 

a  wyf, 
Or    elles    preye    to    God    hym    for    to 

sende 

A  wyf,  to  laste  vn-to  his  lyues  ende;  30 
ffor  thanne  his  lyf  is  set  in  sikernesse. 
He  may  nat  be  deceyued,  as  I  gesse, 
So  {>at  he  werke  after  his  wyues  reed[e] ; 
Thanne  may  he  boldely  kepen  vp  his  heed, 
They  been  to  trewe  and  ther-with-al  so  35 


ffor  which,  if  thow  wolt  werken  as  the 

ivyse, 

Do  alwey  so  as  wommen  wol  thee  rede. 
^[Lo,  how  J>at  lacob,  as  thise  clerkes 

rede,f) 
By   good   conseil   of   his    mooder   Re- 

bekke, 

B6ond  the  kydes  skyn  aboute  his  nekke,  40 
Thurgh  which  his  fadres   benyson  he 

wan. 
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[E  1366-1391] 

flfLo,    ludith,    as    the    storie^eek    telle 

kan,f) 
By     wys    conseil    she    Goddes     peple 

kepte, 
And    slow    hym,    Olofernus,    whil    he 

slepte. 
[5  ^[  Lo    Abigayl,    by    good    conseil    how 

shef) 
Saued  hir  housbonde  Nabal,  whan  J)at 

he 
Sholde  han  be  slayn;  and  looke,  Ester 

alsof) 

By  good  conseil  delyuered  out  of  wo 
The    peple    of    God,    and    made    hym, 

Mardochee, 

>0  Of    Assuere     enhaunced     for     to     be. 
*[[Ther    nys    no-thyng    in    gree    super- 

latyf,f) 

As  seith  Senek,  aboue  an  humble  wyf. 
^[Suffre  thy  wyues  tonge,   as   Catown 

bit; 
She    shal    comande,    and    thou     shalt 

suffren    it, 

>5  And  yec  she  wol[e]  obeye  of  curteisye. 
A     wyf     is    keper(e)     of     thyn     hous- 

bondrye-f) 
Wei   may   the   sike   man    biwaille   and 

wepe, 
Ther-as  ther  nys  no  wyf  the  hous  to 

kepe. 
I    warne    thee,    if    wisely    thou    wolt 

wirche,  f ) 
0  Loue  wel  thy  wyf,   as  Crist  loued  his 

chirche. 
If  thou  louest  thy-self,  thou  louest  thy 

wyf;f) 

No  man  hateth  his  fleesh,  but  in  his  lyf. 
He   fostreth   it,   and   therfore   bidde   I 

thee 
Cherisse  thy  wyf,  or  thou  shalt  neuere 

thee! 
5  Housbonde  and  wyf,  what  so  men  iape 

or  pleye, 

Of  worldly  folk  holden  the  siker  weye. 
They  been  so  knyt,  ther  may  noon  harm 

bityde, 


[E  1392—1422] 

And  namely  vp-on  the  wyues  syde'— 
ffor  which  this  lanuarie^of  whom  I 

tolde, 
Considered    hath,    inwith    hise     dayes  70 

olde, 

The   lusty   lyf,   the   vertuous   quyete 
That  is  in  manage  hony-sweete. 
And    for    his    freendes    on    a    day    he 

sente, 

To  tellen  hem  theffect  of  his  entente. 
With  face  sad  his  tale  he  hath  hem  75 

toold; 
He  seyde,   'ffreendes,   I   am  hoor  and 

oold, 
And  almoost,  God  woot,  on  my  pittes 

brynke ; 
Vp-on    the    soule    somwhat     moste     I 

thynke. 

I   haue   my  body   folily  despended; 
Blessed     be    God    that    it    shal     been  80 

amended! 

ffor  I  wol  be  certeyn  a  wedded  man, 
And  that  anoon,  in  al  the  haste  I  kan. 
Vn-to  som  mayde  fair  and  tendre  of 

age, 

I  preye  yow,  shapeth  for  my  manage 
Al  sodeynly;  for  I  wol  nat  abyde,  85 
And  I  wol  fonde  tespien  on  my  syde 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastily. 
But  for  as  muche  as  ye  been  mo  than  I, 
Ye  shullen  rather  swich  a  thyng  espyen 
Than  I,  and  where  me  best  were  to  90 

allyen. 
^[But     o     thyng    warne     I     yow,     my 

freendes    deere, 

I  wol  noon  oold  wyf  han  in  no  manere  ; 
She  shal  nat  passe  twenty  yeer,  cer- 

tayn. 
Oold   fissh   and   yong   flessh   wolde    I 

haue   fayn; 

Bet  is,'  quod  he,  'a  pyk  than  a  pykerel,  95 
And  bet  than  old[e]  boef  is  the  tendre 

veel. 
I    wol    no    womman    thritty    yeer    of 

age- 
It  is  but  benestraw  and  greet  forage. 
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And    eek   thise   olde    wydwes — God   it 

woot ! — 
00  They  konne  so  muchel  craft  on  Wades 

boot, 
So    muchel    broken    harm,    whan    hat 

hem  leste, 
That  with   hem  sholde    I   neuere  lyue 

in  reste. 

ffor  sondry  scoles  maken  sotile  clerkis, 
Womman  of  manye  scoles  half  a  clerk 

is; 
05  But,  certeynly,  a  yong  thyng  may  men 

gye, 

Right    as    men    may    warm    wex    with 

handes  plye. 

Wherfore  I  seye  yow  pleynly  in  a  clause, 
I  wol  noon  oold  wyf  han  right  for  this 

cause, 
ffor    if    so    were    hat    I    hadde    swich 

myschawnce, 
10  That    I    in    hir(e)    ne    koude    han    no 

plesawnce, 
Thanne  sholde  I  lede  my  lyf  in  auou- 

trye, 
And  go  streight  [vnjto  the  deuel  whan 

I    dye; 
Ne  children  sholde  I  none  vp-on  hir(e) 

geten. 
Yet  were  me  leuere  Q)at]  houndes  had 

me  eten 

15  Than   J)at    myn    heritage    sholde    falle 
In    straunge    hand,    and    this    I    telle 

yow  alle. 

I    dote    nat,    I    woot    the    cause    why 
Men  sholde  wedde,  and  forthermoore 

woot    I, 

Ther  speketh  many~a  man  of  manage 
20  That   woot    namoore   of    it   than   woot 

my    page, 
ffor   whiche    causes    man    sholde   take 

a  wyf. 
Siththe   he   may  nat   lyuen  chaast  his 


[E  1447-1475] 

Tak[e]  hym  a  wyf  with  greet  deuociotm, 
By  cause   of  leueful   procreaciown 
Of  children,  to  thonour  of  God  aboue,  25 
And  nat  oonly  for  paramour  or  loue; 
And  for  they  sholde  leccherye  eschue, 
And   yelde   hir   dettes    whan  J>at  they 

ben  due; 
Or  for  that  ech  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

oother 
In    meschief,    as     a    suster     shal    the  30 

brother, 

And  lyue   in  chastitee  ful  holily — 
But,    sires,    by    youre    leue,    that    am 

nat    I. 
ffor — God    be    thanked! — I    dar    make 

auaunt, 

I  feele  my  lymes  stark  and  suffisaunt 
To   do   al  that   a  man  bilongeth  to —  35 
I  woot  my-seluen  best  what  I  may  do. 
Though    I    be   hoor,    I   fare   as   dooth 

a    tree 
That    blosmeth    er    hat    fruyt    ywoxen 

bee, 
And  blosmy  tree  nys  neither  drye  ne 

deed. 
I   feele  me  nowhere   hoor  but  on  my  40 

heed; 
Myn   herte   and   alle    my   lymes    been 

as  grene 
As   laurer   thurgh   the    yeer   is   for   to 

sene; 
And    syn    hat    ye    han    herd    al    myn 

entente, 

I  preye  yow  to  my  wyl  ye  wole  assente.' 
Diuerse   men   diuersely  hym   tolde          45 
Of  mariage  manye^ensamples  olde. 
Somme   blamed   it,   somme   preysed  it 

certeyn; 

But  atte   laste,   shortly  for  to  seyn, — 
As    al    day   falleth    altercaciown 
Bitwixen  freendes  in  disputisown —          50 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  bitwixe  hise  bretheren 

two, 
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[E  1476—1502] 

Of  whiche  that  oon  was  cleped  Placebo, 
lustinus  soothly  called  was  that  oother. 
^[Placebo  seyde,  '0  lanuarie,  brother! 

[f  Placebo 
55  fful  litel   nede  hadde   ye,   my  lord  so 

deere, 

Conseil  to  axe  of  any  that  is  heere, 
But  J)at  ye  been  so  ful  of  sapience, 
That  yow  ne  liketh,  for  your(e)  heighe 

prudence, 

To  weyuen  fro  the  word  of  Salomon. 

60  This  word  seyde  he  vn-to  vs  euerychon : 

"Wirke   alle    thyng    by    conseil,"    thus 

seyde   he, 

"And  thanne  shaltow  nat  repente  thee." 
But  though  J>at  Salomon  spak  swich 

a  word, 
Myn    owene    deere    brother    and    my 

lord— 
65  So    wysly    God    my    soule    brynge    at 

reste  !— 
I   holde   your(e)   owene   conseil  is  the 

beste. 
ffor    brother    myn,    of    me    taak    this 

motyf : 
I   haue   now  been  a  court-man  al  my 

lyf, 

And,  God  it  woot,  though  I  vnworthy 

be, 
70  I    haue    stonden    in    ful    greet    degree 

Abouten    lordes    of    ful    heigh    estaat, 

Yet  hadde  I  neuere  with  noon  of  hem 
debaat, 

I   neuere  hem  contraried,   trewely. 

I   woot  wel  that   my  lord  kan  moore 

than    I; 

75  What  that  he  seith,   I  holde  it  ferme 
and    stable, 

I   seye  the  same,  or  elles  thyng  sem- 
blable. 

A  ful  greet  fool  is  any  conseillour 

That  serueth   any  lord   of  heigh  hon 
our, 


[E  1503-1530] 

That  dar  presume,  or  elles  thenken  it, 
That  his  conseil  sholde  passe  his  lordes  8& 

wit!— 
Nay,    lordes    been   no    fooles,    by    my 

fay! 
Ye  han  your(e)-seluen  shewed  heer  to 

day 

So  heigh  sentence,  so  holily  and  weel, 
That   I   consente  and  conferme  euery- 

deel 

Youre  wordes  alle  and  youre  opinioun.  85 
By  God,  ther  nys  no  man  in  al  this 

toun, 

Nyn  Ytaille  that  koude  bet  han  sayd! 
Crist  halt  hym  of  this  conseil  [ful]  wel 

apayd. 

And    trewely,    it    is    an    heigh    corage 
Of  any  man  that  stapen  is  in  age          90 
To    take    a    yong    wyf;    by    my   fader 

kyn, 

Your(e)   herte  hangeth  on  a  ioly  pyn! 
Dooth  now  in  this  matiere  right  as  yow 

leste, 

ffor,  finally,   I  holde  it  for  the  beste.* 
lustinus,   {>at   ay  stille   sat  and   herde,  95 


Right  in  this  wise   he  to  Placebo  an- 

swerde  : 

'Now,  brother  myn,  be  pacient,  I  preye, 
Syn  ye  han  seyd,  and  herkneth  what 

I    seye. 
^fSenek,    among    hise    othere    wordes 

wyse, 
Seith    J)at    a    man    oghte    hym    right  00 

wel   auyse 
To  whom   he   yeueth   his  lond  or  his 

cat  el. 

And  syn  I  oghte  auyse  me  right  wel 
To  whom   I   yeue   my  good  awey  fro 

me, 

Wel  muchel  moore  I  oghte  auysed  be 
To  whom  I  yeue  my  body  for  alwey.  05 
I  warne  yow  wel,  it  is  no  childes  pley 
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[E  I53I-I558] 

To  take  a  wyf  with-oute[n]  auysement; 

Men     moste     enquere — this     is      myn 

assent — 
Wher  she  be  wys,  or  sobre,  or  dronke- 

lewe, 

10  Or  proud,  or  elles  ootherweys  a  shrewe, 
A  chidester(e),  or  wastour  of  thy  good, 
Or  riche,  or  poore,  or  elles  mannyssh 

wood. 

Al  be  it  so  that  no  man  fynden  shal 
Noon  in  this  world  that  trotteth  hool 

in  al, 
15  Ne  man,  ne  beest,  which  as  men  koude 

deuyse, 

But  nathelees  it  oghte  ynough  suffise 
With  any  wyf,  if  so  were  that  she 

hadde 
Mo    goode    thewes    than    hir(e)    vices 

badde. 

And  al  this  axeth  leyser  for  tenquere; 
20  ffor,  God  it  woot,  I  haue  wept  many~a 

teere 

fful  pryuely,  syn  I  haue  had  a  wyf. 
Preyse  who-so  wole  a  wedded  marines 

lyf! 
Certein    I    fynde   in   it    but   cost   and 

care, 

And  obseruances,  of  alle  blisses  bare; 
25  And   yet,    God   woot,    my  neighebores 

aboute, 

And  namely  of  wommen  many~a  route, 
Seyn  JDat  I  haue  the  mooste  stedefast 

wyf, 
And  eek  the  mekeste  oon  that  bereth 

lyf; 
But  I  woot  best  wher(e)  wryngeth  me 

my  sho. 
30  Ye  mowe,  for  me,  right  as  yow  liketh 

'    do; 

Auyseth  yow — ye  been  a  man  of  age — 
How  that  ye  entren  in-to  mariage, 
And  namely  with  a  yong  wyf  and  a 

fair. 
By   hym   }>at   made   water,   erthe,   and 

air! 


[E  I559-I587J 
The    yongeste    man   hat    is   in  al   this  35 

route 

Is  bisy~ynough  to  bryngen  it  aboute 
To  han  his  wyf  allone,  trusteth  me. 
Ye  shul  nat  plese[n]  hir(e)  fully  yeres 

thre, 
This  is  to  seyn:  to  doon  hir(e)  ful  ples- 

awnce ; 

A  wyf  axeth  ful  many~an  obseruawnce.  40 
I  preye  yow  J>at  ye  be  nat  yuele  apayd.' 
*f 'Wei,'  quod  this  Ianuarie,~'and  hastow 

[yjsayd? 
Straw    for    thy    Senek    and    for    thy 

prouerbes!  , 

I   counte   nat  a  panyer  ful  of  herbes 
Of  scole  termes;  wyser  men  than  thow,  45 
As   thou   hast   herd,    assenteden   right 

now 

To  -my  purpos ;  Placebo,  what  seye  ye  ?' 
^['1  seye  it  is  a  cursed  'man,'  quod 

he, 

'That  letteth   matrimoigne,  sikerly.' 
And  with  that  word  they  rysen  sodeyn-  50 

iy, 

And  been  assented  fully  J>at  he  sholde 
Be  wedded  whanne  hym  list,  and  wher 

he    wolde. 

Heigh  fantasye  and  curious  bisynesse 
ffro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  soule  im- 

presse 

Of    lanuarie^aboute    his    mariage.  55 

Many  fair  shap,  and  many^a  fair  vis 
age 
Ther  passeth   thurgh  his   herte  nyght 

by   nyght, 
As    who-so    tooke   a   wirour    polisshed 

bryght, 
And   sette    it   in   a   commune   ?warket- 

place, 
Thanne   sholde   he  se   ful   many~a  fi-  6G 

gure   pace 

By  his  wirour;  and  in  the  same  wyse 
Gan  Ianuarie~inwith  his  thoght  deuyse 
Of  maydens  whiche  J>at  dwellen  hym 

bisvde. 
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[E  1588-1615] 

He    wiste    nat    wher    J)at    he    myghte 

abyde; 
65  ffor    if   J)at   oon   haue    beautee   in.  hir 

face, 

Another  stant  so  in  the  peples  grace 
ffor  hir  sadnesse  and  hir  benyngnytee, 
That  of  the  peple  grettest  voys  hath 

she; 
And   somme   were   riche,   and   hadden 

badde  name. 

70  But  nathelees,  bitwixe  ernest  and  game, 
He  atte  last  apoynted  hym  on  oon, 
And  leet  alle  othere  from  his  herte 

goon, 
And  chees  hir(e)  of  his  owene  auctori- 

tee; 
ffor  loue  is  blynd  al  day,  and  may  nat 

see. 
75  And    whan    J)at    he    was    in    his    bed 

ybroght, 
He  purtreyed  in  his  herte  and  in  his 

thoght 

Hir  fresshe  beautee  and  hir  age  tendre, 
Hir  middel  smal,  hir(e)  armes  longe  and 

sklendre, 

Hir  wise  gouernawnce,  hir  gentillesse, 
80  Hir  wommanly  berynge,  and  hir  sad" 

nesse. 

And  whan  that  he  on  hir(e)  was  con 
descended, 
Hym  thoughte   his  choys   myghte  nat 

ben   amended, 
ffor  whan   J)at   he   hym-self  concluded 

hadde, 
Hym  thoughte  ech  oother  mannes  wit 

so  badde, 

85  That  inpossible  it  were  to  rep[p]lye 
Agayn  his  choys :  this  was  his  fantasye. 
Hise  freendes  sente  he  to  at  his  in- 

statmce, 
And    preyed   hem   to    doon    hym   that 

plesawnce, 

That  hastily  they  wolden  to  hym  come, 
90  He  wo'lde  abregge  hir  labour,  alle  and 

some ; 
Nedeth    namoore    for    hym    to    go    ne 

ryde, 


[E  1616—1643] 

He  was  apoynted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 
•[Placebo  cam,  and  eek  hise  freendes 

so  one, 
And    alderfirst    he    bad    hem    alle    a 

boone : 
That   noon   of   hem   none   argumentes  91 

make 
Agayn  the   purpos  which  J)at  he  hath 

take, 
Which    purpos    was    pjesant    to    God, 

seyde   he, 

And  verray  ground  of  his  prosperitee. 
^[He    seyde    ther    was    a    mayden    in 

the  toun 
Which    f>at    of    beautee    hadde    greet  0( 

renoun ; 

Al  were  it  so  she  were  of  smal  degree, 
Suffiseth    hym    hir    yowthe    and     hir 

beautee  ; 
Which    mayde,    he    seyde,    he    wolde 

han   to    his   wyf, 

To  lede  in  ese  and  hoolynesse  his  lyf, 
And  thanked  God  J>at  he  myghte  han  Of 

hir(e)  al, 

That  no  wight  his  blisse  parten  shal; 
And    preyed   hem   to    laboure    in   this 

nede, 

And  shapen  J)at  he  faille  nat  to  spede; 
ffor   thanne,    he   seyde,   his   spirit  was 

at   ese : 
'Thanne    is,'    quod   he,    'no-thyng   may  1( 

me    displese, 

Saue  o  thyng  priketh  in  my  conscience, 
The  which  I  wol  reherce  in  youre  pre 
sence. 
If  I    haue,'    quod    he,    'herd    seyd    ful 

yoore  ago, 
Ther  may  no  man  han  parfite  blisses 

two, 
This  is  to  seye:   in  erthe  and  eek  in  If 

heuene. 
ffor  though  he  kepe  hym  fro  the  synnes 

seuene, 
And  eek  from  euery  branche  of  thilke 

tree, 

Yet   is   ther  so   parfit  felicitee, 
And  so  greet  ese  and  lust  in  mariage, 
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[E  1644-1671] 

That  euere   I   am  agast,   now  in  myn 

age, 

That  I  shal  lede  now  so  myrie  a  lyf, 
So  delicat,  with-outen  wo  and  stryf, 
That  I  shal  haue  myn  heuene  in  erthe 

heere. 
ffor  sith  hat  verray  heuene  is  boght  so 

deere 

With  tribulacion  and  greet  penance, 
How  sholde  I  thanne,  J>at  lyue  in  swich 

plesawnce, 
As  alle  wedded  men  doon  with  hir(e) 

wyuys, 
Come  to  the   blisse   ther   Crist  eterne 

on  lyue   is? 
Ther   is    my   drede,    and   ye,   my   bre- 

theren    tweye, 
Assoilleth  me  this  question,    I   preye!' 

which  JDat  hated   his  folye, 


Answerde   anon   right   in    his   iaperye, 
And  for  he  wolde  his  longe  tale  abregge, 
He   wolde   noon  auctoritee   allegge, 
But  seyde,  '/Sire,  so  ther  be  noon  ob 

stacle 
Oother    than    this,    God    of    his    hygh 

myracle 
And  of  his  [hygh]   mercy  may  so  for 

yow  wirche, 
That,  er  ye  haue  youre  right  of  hooly 

chirche, 

Ye  may  repente  of  wedded  mannes  lyf, 
In  which  ye  seyn  ther  is  no  wo  ne 

stryf  ; 

And  elles,  God  forbede  but  he  sente 
A  wedded  man  hym  grace  to  repente 
Wei  ofte  rather  than  a  sengle  man. 
And  therfore,  sire  —  the  beste  reed  I 

kan  — 
Dispeire  yow  noght,  but  haue  in  youre 

memorie  : 

Paraunter  she  may  be  youre  purgatorie, 
She  may  be  Goddes  meene  and  Goddes 

whippe; 


[E  1672—1700] 
Thanne  shal  youre  soule  vp  to  heuene 

skippe 
Swifter  than  dooth  an  arwe  out  of  the 

bowe. 

I  hope  to  God  her-after  shul  ye  knowe  50 
That    ther    nys    no    so    greet    felicitee 
In    mariage,    ne    neuere-mo    shal    bee, 
That  yow  shal  lette  of  youre  sauacion, 
So  that  ye  vse,  as  skile  is  and  reson. 
The  lustes  of  your(e)  wyf  attemprely,  55 
And  J)at  ye  plese  hir(e)  nat  to  amorous- 

iy, 

And  Jiat  ye  kepe  yow  eek  from  oother 

synne. 
My  tale   is   doon,   sire,  for  my  wit  is 

thynne. 
[Beth    nat    agast    her-of,    my    brother 

deere I 

But  lat  vs  waden  out  of  this  mateere.  60 
The  wyf  of  Bathe,    if  ye  han  vnder- 

stonde, 

Of  mariage,  which  ye  haue  on  honde, 
Declared  hath  ful  wel  in  litel  space, 
ffareth  now  wel,  God  haue  yow  in  his 

grace !'] 
And  with  this  word  this  lustyn  and  his  65 

brother 
Han  take  hir  leue,  and  ech  of  hem  of 

oother. 
ffor  whan  they  saugh(e)  that  it  moste 

be, 
They    wroghten    so    by    sly    and    wys 

tretee, 
That    she,    this    mayden,     which    J>at 

Mayus    highte, 

As  hastily  as  euere  that  she  myghte,  70 
Shal   wedded    be   vn-to   this    lanuarie. 
I  trowe  it  were  to  longe  yow  to  tarie. 
If    I    yow    tolde    of    euery    scrit    and 

bond 
By   which   J)at   she   was   feffed   in   his 

lond, 

Or  for  to  herknen  of  hir  riche  array.  75 
But  finally  yeomen  is   the   day 
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That  to  the  chirche  bothe  be  they  went, 
ffor  to  receyue  the  hooly  sacrement. 
fforth  comth  the  preest  with  stole 

aboute    his    nekke, 
80  And  bad  hir(e)  be  lyk  [to]  Sarra  and 

Rebekke 

In  wysdom  and  in  trouthe  of  manage, 
And  seyde  hise  orisons  as  is  vsage, 
And  croucheth  hem,  and  bad  God 

sholde    hem    blesse, 
And  made  al  siker  ynogh  with  hooly- 

nesse. 
85  ^[Thus    been    they    wedded    with    so- 

lempnitee, 

And  at  the  feeste  sitteth  he  and  she 
With  othere  worthy  folk  vp-on  the 

deys. 

Al  ful  of  ioye  and  blisse  is  the  paleys, 

And  ful  of  mstrumentz  and  of  vitaille, 

90  The  moste  deynteuous  of  al[l]  Ytaille. 

Biforn   hem   stoode[n]    mstrumentz    of 

swich  soun, 

That  Orpheus,  ne  of  Thebes  Amphioun, 
Ne  maden  neuere  swich  a  melodye. 
IT  At  euery  cours  thanne  cam  loud 

wynstralcye, 

95  That  neuere  tromped  loab  for  to  heere, 
Nor  he,  Theodomas,  yet  half  so  cleere 
At  Thebes,  whan  the  citee  was  in  doute. 
Bacus  the  wyn  hem  skynketh  al  aboute, 
And  Venus  laugheth  vp-on  euery  wight, 
00  ffor  lanuarie  was  bicome  hir  knyght, 
And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  corage 
In   fibertee    and   eek    in   manage, 
And,   with   hir  fyrbrond   in   hir  hand, 

aboute 
Daunceth  biforn  the  bryde  and  al  the 

route  ; 
05  And   certeinly,    I    dar   right    wel   seyn 

this: 

Ymeneus,    that    god    of    weddyng    is, 
Saugh  neuere  his  lyf  so  myrie^a  wed 
ded    man. 
Hoold  thou  thy  pees!  thou  poete  Mar- 

cian. 


1C 


[E  1733-1761] 

That  writest  vs  that  ilke  weddyng  murie 
Of  hir(e),  Philologie,  and  hym,  Mercuric, 
And  of  the  songes  that  the  Muses 

songe — 
To  smal  is  bothe  thy  penne  and  eek  thy 

tonge 

ffor   to   descryuen  of   this   manage. 
Whan    tendre     youthe     hath     wedded 

stoupyng   age, 
Ther  is  swich  myrthe,  jjat  it  may  nat  1£ 

be   writen; 
Assayeth    it    your(e)-self,    thanne    may 

ye  witen 

If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  matiere. 
^TMayus,  that  sit  with  so  benyngne  a 

chiere, 

Hir(e)  to  biholde  it  semed  faierye. 
Queene  Ester  looked  neuere  with  swich  2( 

an  [ejye 

On  Assuer,  so  meke  a  look  hath  she. 
I  may  yow  nat  deuyse  al  hir  beautee. 
But  thus  muche  of  hir  beautee  telle 

I  may, 
That  she  was  lyk  the  brighte  morwe 

of  May, 

ffulfild  of  alle  beautee  and  plesawnce.  2; 
^[This     lanuarie^is     rauysshed     in     a 

trawnce 

At  euery  tyme  he  looked  on  hir  face; 
But  in  his  herte  he  gan  hir(e)  to 

manace 
That   he    that   nyght    in   armes   wolde 

hir(e)    streyne 

Harder  than  euere  Parys  dide  Eleyne.  3( 
But  nathelees  yet  hadde  he  greet  pitee 
That  thilke  nyght  offenden  hir(e)  moste 

he, 

And  thoughte,   'J.llas!   o   tendre  crea 
ture! 

Now  wolde    God   ye    myghte   wel   en 
dure 

Al  my  corage,  it  is  so  sharp  and  keene,  3J 
I  am  agast  ye  shul  it  nat  susteene, 
But    God   forbede   |>at    I    dide   al    my 

myght ! 
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[E  1762—1786] 

Now   wolde    God   ]?at    it   were   woxen 

nyght, 
And  that  the  nyght  wolde  lasten  euere- 

mo! 

40  I  wolde  that  al  this  peple  were  ago!' 
And    finally    he    dooth    al    his    labour 
As  he  best  myghte,  sauynge  his  hon 
our, 
To  haste  hem  fro  the  mete  in  subtil 

wyse. 
^[The  tyme   cam  that   resown   was  to 

ryse, 
45  And  after  that  men  daunce  and  drynken 

faste, 
And   spices   al   aboute   the   hous   they 

caste, 
And   ful   of   ioye    and   blisse   is   euery 

man — 

Al[l]    but    a    squyer    highte    Damyan, 
Which    carf     biforn    the     knyght    ful 

many^a    day. 
50  He    was    so    rauysshed    on    his    lady 

May, 
That    for    the    verray    peyne    he    was 

ny  wood; 
Almoost  he  swelte  and  swowned  ther 

he    stood : 
So  soore   hath  Venus   hurt  hym  with 

hir    brond, 
As   J)at   she    bar    it   daunsynge   in   hir 

hond; 

55  And  to  his  bed  he  wente  hym  hastily. 
Namoore  of  hym  at  this  tyme  speke  I, 
But  ther(e)  I  lete  hym  wepe  ynogh  and 

pleyne, 
Til    fresshe    May    wol    rewen    on    his 

peyne. 
O   perilous   fyr,   that    in  the   bedstraw 

bredeth!  [^Auctor 

60  O  f amulier  foo,  that  his  seruyce  bedeth  1 

O  seruant  traytour !  false  hoomly  hewe, 

Lyk  to  the  naddre,   in  bosom  sly  vn- 

trewe  I 


[E  1787-1815] 
God  shilde  vs  alle  from  youre  aqueynt- 

awnce ! 

O   lanuarie,  dronken  in  plesance 
In  mariage!  se  how  thy  Damyan,          65 
Thyn  owene  squier  and  thy  borne  man, 
Entendeth    for    to    do    thee    vileynye ! 
God    graunte    thee    thyn    hoomly     fo 

tespye ! 

ffor  in  this  world  nys  worse  pestilence 
Than  hoomly  foo  al   day  in  thy  pre-  70 

sence. 
^[  Parf ourned  hath  the   sonne   his   ark 

diurne, 
No     lenger    may    the    body~of     hym 

soiurne 

On   thorisonte,    as   in   that   latitude. 
Night    with    his   wantel,    J)at    is    derk 

and  rude, 

Gan  ouersprede  the  Hemysperie~aboute,  75 
ffor  which  departed  is  this  lusty  route 
ffro  lanuarie,  with  thank  on  euery  syde. 
Hoom  to  hir  houses  lustily  they  ryde, 
Wher(e)-as   they   doon   hir   thynges   as 

hem   leste, 
And  whan  they  sye  hir  tyme,  goon  to  80 

reste. 

Soone   after  that,  this   hastif  lanuarie 
Wolde    go    to    bedde,    he    wolde     no 

lenger  tarye. 
He  drynketh  ?/pocras,  claree,  and  ver- 

nage 

Of  spices  hoote,  tencreessen  his  corage, 
And  many^a  letuarie^hath  he  ful  fyn,  85 
Swiche  as  the  cursed  monk  daun  Con- 

stantyn 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  'de  coitu'; 
To   ete[n]    hem   alle   he   nas   no-thyng 

eschu. 
And  to  hise  priuee  freendes  thus  seyde 

he: 

'ffor  Goddes  loue,  as  soone  as  it  may  be,  90 
Lat    voyden    al    this    hous    in    curteys 

wyse !' 
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[E  1816—1844] 

And  they   han   doon   right  as   he  wol 

deuyse. 
Men  drynken,   and  the   trauers  drawe 

anon. 
The  bryde  was  broght  a-bedde  as  stille 

as  stoon; 
95  And  whan  the  bed  was  with  the  preest 

yblessed, 
Out  of  the  chambre  hath  euery  wight 

hym    dressed, 

And  lanuarie^hath  faste  in  armes  take 
His  fresshe  May,  his  Paradys,  his  make. 
He  lulleth  hir(e),  he  kisseth  hir(e)  ful 

ofte 

00  With  thilke  brustles  of  his  berd  vnsofte, 
Lyk  to  the  skyn  of  houndfyssh,  sharp 

as  brere, 
ffor    he    was    shaue    al    newe    in    his 

manere. 
He   rubbeth    hir(e)    aboute    hir   tendre 

face, 

And  seyde  thus :  ' Alias  I  I  moot  trespace 
05  To  yow,   my  spouse,   and  yow  greetly 

offende, 

Er  tyme  come  hat  I  wil  doun  descende. 
But  nathelees,  considereth  this,'  quod 

he, 
'Ther  nys   no  werkman,   what-so-euere 

he  be, 

That  may  bothe  werke  wel  and  hastily, 
10  This  wol  be  doon  at  leyser  parfitly. 
It  is  no  fors  how  longe  J>at  we  pleye, 
In  trewe  wedlok  wedded  be  we  tweye, 
And  blessed  be  the  yok  J>at  we  been 

tone, 

ffor   in  actes  we   mowe  do  no  synne. 

15  A  man  may  do  no  synne  with  his  wyf, 

Ne   hurte   hym-seluen   with   his   owene 

knyf; 
ffor  we   han  leue  to  pleye  vs   by  the 

lawe.' 
Thus  laboureth  he  til  J)at  the  day  gan 

dawe, 
And  thanne  he  taketh  a  sop(e)  in  fyn[e] 

clarree, 
20  And  vpright  in  his  bed  thanne  sitteth 

he; 


[E  1845-1871] 
And  after  that  he  sang  ful  loude  and 

cleere, 
And    kiste    his    wyf,    and    made    wan- 

town[e]   cheere. 

He  was  al  coltissh,  ful  of  ragerye, 
And  ful  of  Jargon  as  a  flekked  pye. 
The  slakke  skyn  aboute  his  nekke  25 

shaketh 
Whil  }:>at  he  sang  —  so  chaunteth  he  and 

craketh. 
But  God  woot  what  JDat  May  thoughte 

in  hir  herte, 
Whan  she   hym  saugh  vp  sittynge  in 

his    sherte, 
In  his  nyght-cappe,  and  with  his  nekke 

lene! 
She    preyseth    nat   his    pleyyng   worth  30 

a   bene. 
Thanne  seide  he  thus,  'My  reste  wol  I 

take; 
Now   day   is   come,    I    may  no   lenger 

wake.' 
And    doun    he    leyde    his    heed,    and 

sleep   til    pryme. 
And  afterward,  whan  hat  he  saugh  his 


Vp   ryseth    lanuarie,   but   fresshe   May  35 
Heeld   hir   chambre  vn-to   the   fourthe 

day, 

As  vsage   is   of   wyues   for  the   beste; 
ffor  euery  labour  som-tyme  moot  han 

reste, 

Or  elles  longe  may  he  nat  endure; 
This    is    to    seyn:    no    lyues    creature,  40 
Be    it    of    fyssh,    or    bryd,    or    beest, 

or  man. 

Now  wol    I   speke   of  woful  Damyan, 
That  langwissheth  for  loue,  as  ye  shul 

heere  ; 
Therfore     I     speke    to     hym     in    this 

manere  : 
^[1     seye,     'O     sely     Damyan,     alias!  45 

[^Auctor 
An[d]swere  to  my  demaunde,  as  in  this 

cas. 
How     shallow    to    thy    lady,     fresshe 

May, 
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[E  1872-1903] 

Telle  thy  wo  ?  She   wol[e]  alwey  seye 

'nay.' 
Eek   if   thou   speke,    she   wol   thy   wo 

biwreye. 
50  God   be   thyn   help!     I   kan  no  bettre 

seye.' 

^[This   sike   Damyan   in   Venus   fyr 
So  brenneth,  that  he  dyeth  for  desyr, 
ffor  which  he  putte  his  lyf  in  auenture. 
No  lenger  myghte  he   in  this  wo  en 
dure  ; 

55  But   priuely  a  penner   gan  he   borwe, 
And  in  a  lettre  wroot  he  al  his  sorwe, 
In   manere   of  a  compleynt  or  a   lay, 
Vn-to  his  faire  fresshe  lady  May. 
And   in  a   purs   of  sylk,   heng   on  his 

sherte, 
60  He   hath    it   put,    and   leyde   it   at   his 

herte. 
The   moone,    that   at   woon   was   thilke 

day 
That    Ianuarie~hath    wedded     fresshe 

May 
In    two    of    Tawr,    was    in-to    Cancre 

glyden. 
So  longe  hath  Mayus  in  hir  chambre 

byden, 

65  As  custume  is  vn-to  thise  nobles  alle: 
A  bryde  shal  nat  eten  in  the  halle 
Til  dayes  foure,  or  .IIJ.  dayes  atte  leeste, 
Ypassed    been;    thanne    lat    hir(e)    go 

to  feeste. 
The  fourthe  day  complect  fro  noon  to 

noon, 

70  Whan  J>at  the  heighe  masse  was  ydoon, 
In  halle  sit  this  Ianuarie~and  May, 
As  fressh  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day. 
And  so  bifel  how  that  this  goode  man 
Remembred  hym  vpon  this  Damyan, 
75  And  seyde,  'Seynte  Marie  Phow  may 

this  be 

That   Damyan    entendeth   nat   to   me? 
Is   he   ay  syk?    Or   how  may  this  bi- 

tyde?' 
Hise  squieres,  whiche  that  stooden  ther 

bisyde, 
Excused  hym  by  cause  of  his  siknesse, 


[E  1904—1932] 
Which   letted    hym  to    doon   his   bisy-  80 

nesse  ; 
Noon  oother  cause  myghte  make  hym 

tarye. 
^['That     me    forthynketh,'    quod     this 

lanuarie, 

'He  is  a  gentil  squier,  by  my  trouthe! 
If  that   he   deyde,    it  were  harm  and 

routhe. 

He  is  as  wys,  discreet,  and  as  secree  85 
As   any   man   I    woot   of   his    degree, 
And  ther-to  manly  and  eek  seruysable, 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right 

able. 
But  after   mete,   as   soone  as  euere   I 

may, 
I    wol    my-self    visite    hym,    and    eek  90 

May, 
To   doon   hym  al   the   confort   that   I 

kan.' 
And  for  that  word  hym  blessed  euery 

man, 

That,  of  his  bountee  and  his  gentillesse, 
He  wolde   so  conforten   in  siknesse 
His  squier,   for  it   was  a  gentil   dede.  95 
'Dame,'  quod  this  lanuarie,  'taak  good 

hede, 
At  after-woon  ye  with  youre  wommen 

alle, 
Whan    ye    han   been    in   chambre   out 

of    this    halle, 

That  alle   ye  go  se  this  Damyan. 
Dooth  hym  disport — he  is  a  gentil  man,  00 
And  telleth  hym  that  I  wol  hym  visite, 
Haue    I    no-thyng    but    rested    me    a 

lite; 
And    spede    yow    faste,    for    I    wol[e] 

abyde 

Til   J>at    ye   slepe    faste    by   my  syde.' 
And   with   that  word   he   gan  to  hym  05 

to   calle 
A    squier,    that    was    warchal    of    his 

halle, 
And  tolde  hym  certeyn  thynges,  what 

he    wolde. 
*f[This   fresshe   May  hath   streight   hir 

wey   yholde 
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With  alle  hir  wommen  vn-to  Damyan. 

10  Doun  by  his  beddes  syde  sit  she  than, 

Confortynge    hym    as    goodly    as    she 

may. 
This    Damyan,    whan    that    his    tyme 

he  say, 
In   secree   wise   his    purs   and   eek   his 

bille, 
In   which    J)at    he    ywriten    hadde    his 

wille, 
15  Hath    put    in-to    hir    hand    with-outen 

moore, 
Saue  J>at  he  siketh  wonder  depe  and 

soore, 
And  softely  to  hir(e)  right  thus  seyde 

he: 
'Mercy,    and    that    ye    nat    discouere 

me! 
ffor    I    am    deed    if    that    this    thyng 

be   kyd.' 
20  This   purs  hath  she   inwith  hir  bosom 

hyd, 
And  wente  hir  wey — ye  gete  namoore 

of  me. 

But  vn-to  Ianuarie~ycome[n]  is  she, 
That  on  his  beddes  syde  sit  ful  softe. 
He  taketh  hir(e),  and  kisseth  hir(e) 

ful  ofte, 
25  And  leyde  hym  doun  to  slepe,  and  that 

anon. 
She   feyned   hir(e)   as   that   she   moste 

gon 
Ther-as  ye  woot  |)at  euery  wight  moot 

neede. 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

heede, 

She   rente   it   al   to  cloutes   atte   laste, 

30  And    in    the    pryuee    softely    it    caste. 

Who    studieth    now    but    faire    fresshe 

May? 

Adoun   by   olde   lanuarie   she   lay, 
That  sleep  til  })at  the  coughe  hath  hym 

awaked. 
Anon   he    preyde   hir(e)    strepen    hir(e) 

al  naked, 


[E  1959—1987] 
He    wolde    of    hir(e),    he    seyde,    han  35 

som  plesawnce, 
And   seyde   hir  clothes    dide   hym   en- 

combrawnce. 
And    she    obeyeth — be    hir(e)    lief    or 

looth. 
But  lest  ye  precious  folk  be  with  me 

wrooth, 
How   that   he   wroghte,    I    dar   nat   to 

yow  telle, 
Or    wheither    [J>at]    hir(e)    thoughte    it  4C 

Paradys  or  helle. 
But   heere    I   lete   hem  werken  in  hir 

wyse, 
Til  euensong  rong,  and  J>at  they  moste 

aryse. 

Were  it  by  destynee   or  by  auenture, 
Were    it    by   influence    or    by   nature. 
Or  constellacion,   that  in  swich  estaat  4£ 
The  heuene  stood,  that  tyme  fortunaat 
Was    for    to    putte    a    bille    of   Venus 

werkes — 
ffor    alle    thyng    hath    tyme,    as    seyn 

thise  clerkes — 

To  any  womman  for  to  gete  hir  loue, 
I  kan  nat  seye,  but  grete  God  aboue,  5C 
That  knoweth  that  noon  act  is  cause- 
lees, 
He  deme  of  al,  for  I  wol[e]  holde  my 

pees. 
But  sooth  is  this,  how  that  this  fresshe 

May 

Hath  take  swich  impression  that  day 
ffor  pitee  of  this  sike  Damyan,  5£ 

That  from  hir  herte  she  ne  dryue  kan 
The  remembrance  for  to  doon  hym  ese. 
'Certeyn,'  thoghte  she,  'whom  {)at  this 

thyng  displese, 

I  rekke  noght,  for  heere  I  hym  assure 
To   loue    hym    best    of   any    creature^  6C 
Though   he    namoore   hadde   than   his 

sherte.' 

Lo,  pitee  renneth  soone  in  gentil  herte ! 
^[ Heere  may  ye  se  how  excellent 

franchise 
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In  wommen  is,  whan  they  hem  narwe 

auyse. 

65  Som  tyrant  is,  as  ther  be  many  oon, 
That   hath   an   herte   as   hard  as   any 

stoon, 
Which  wolde  han  lat  hym  stcruen  in 

the   place 
Wei    rather    than    han    graunted   hym. 

hir   grace, 

And  hem  reioysen  in  hir  crueel  pryde, 
70  And  rekke  nat  to  been  an  homycide. 
^[This  gentil  May,  fulfilled  of  pitee, 
Right  of  hir  hand  a  lettre  made  she, 
In  which  she  graunteth  hym  hir  verray 

grace. 
Ther    lakketh    noght,    oonly    but    day 

and  place 
75  Wher  £at   she   myghte   vn-to   his  lust 

suf  f  ise  ; 
ffor    it    shal    be    right    as    he    wol[e] 

deuyse. 
And  whan  she  saugh  hir  tyme  vp-on 

a  day, 

To  visite  this  Damyan  gooth  May, 
And  sotilly  this  lettre  doun  she  threste 
80  Vnder  his  pihve,  rede  it  if  hym  leste. 
She    taketh    hym    by    the    hand,    and 

harde   hym   twiste 

So  secrely,  that  no  wight  of  it  wiste, 
And  bad  hym  been  al  hool,  and  forth 

she  wente 
To    lanuarie,    whan    J>at    he    for    hire 

sente. 

85  Vp  riseth  Damyan  the  nexte  morwe; 
Al    passed    was    his    siknesse    and'  his 

sorwe. 
He  kembeth  hym,  he  preyneth  hym  and 

pyketh, 
He   dooth    al   that    his   lady   lust   and 

lyketh  ; 

And  eek  to  Ianuarie~he  gooth  as  lowe 
90  As  euere  dide  a  dogge  for  the  bowe. 
He  is  so  plesant  vn-to  euery  man — 
ffor  craft  is  al  who-so  that  do  it  kan — , 
That  euery  wight  is  fayn  to  speke 

hym  good; 


[E  2018—2050] 

And  fully  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood. 
Thus  lete  I  Damyan  aboute  his  nede,  95 
And  in  my  tale  forth  I  wol  precede. 
^[Somme  clerkes  holden  that  felicitee 
Stant    in    delit,    and    therfore    certeyn 

he, 

This  noble  lanuarie,  with  al  his  myght 
In  honeste  wyse,  as  longeth  to  a  knyght,  00 
Shoop  hym  to  lyue  ful  deliciously. 
His  housynge,  his  array  as  honestly 
To  his  degree  was  maked  as  a  kynges. 
Amonges  othere  of  hise  honeste  thynges 
He  made  a  gardyn,  walled  al  with  05 

stoon. 

So  fair  a  gardyn  woot  I  nowher  noon; 
ffor,  out  of  doute,  I  verraily  suppose 
That  he  J)at  wroot  the  romance  of  the 

Rose 

Ne  koude  of  it  the  beautee  wel  deuyse; 
Ne    Priapus    ne    myghte    nat    suf  f  ise,   10- 
Though   he    be   god   of   gardyns,   for 

to   telle 
The   beautee    of  the   gardyn   and   the 

welle, 

That  stood  vnder  a  laurer  alwey  grene. 
fful  ofte  tyme  he,  Pluto,  and  his  queene 
Proserpina,  and  al  hir  faierye  15 

Disporten  hem,  and  maken  melodye 
Aboute  that  welle,  and  daunced,  as 

men   tolde.  ^ 

*[This  noble  knyght,  this  lanuarie  the 

olde, 
Swich    deyntee    hath    in    it    to    walke 

and  pleye, 
That    he    wol   no    wight    suffren   bere  20 

the    keye 
Saue    he    hym-self;    for    of   the   smale 

wyket 

He  baar  alwey  of  siluer  a  clyket, 
With  which,  whan  J>at  hym  leste,  he 

it  vnshette. 
And    whan    he    wolde    paye    his    wyf 

hir  dette 

In  somer  seson,   thider  wolde  he  go,  25 
And  May,  his  wyf,  and  no  wight  but 

they  two; 
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[E  2051—2079] 

And  thynges  whiche  {>at  were  nat  doon 

a-bedde, 
He    in    the    gardyn    parfourned    hem 

and    spedde. 

And  in  this  wyse  manye^a  murye  day 
30  Lyued  this  Ianuarie~and  fresshe  May. 
But  worldly  ioye  may  nat  alwey  dure 
To  lanuarie,  ne  to  no  creature. 
O  sodeyn  hap!  o  thou  fortune  Unstable! 

[^Auctor 

Lyk  to  the  scorpion  so  deceyuable, 
35  That   flaterest    with   thyn    heed    whan 

thou    wolt    stynge, 
Thy  tayl  is  deeth  thurgh  thyn  enuenym- 

ynge! 

O  brotil  ioye !  o  sweete  venym  queynte ! 
O     wonstre,     that     so     subtilly     kanst 

peynte 
Thy    yiftes    vnder    hewe    of    stidefast- 

nesse, 
40  That  thou  deceyuest  bothe  moore  and 

lesse! 

Why   hastow   lanuarie  thus   deceyued, 
That  haddest  hym  for  thy  ful  freend 

receyued? 
And  now  thou  hast  biraft  hym  bothe 

hise   [e]yen, 
ffor    sorwe    of   which    desireth    he    to 

dyen. 

45  ^[ Alias!  this  noble  lanuarie  free, 
Amydde  his  lust  and  his  prosperitee, 
Is  woxen  blynd,  and  that  al  sodeynly! 
He  wepeth  and  he  wayleth  pitously, 
And  ther-with-al  the  fyr  of  aalousye, 
50  Lest  J>at  his  wyf  sholde  falle  in  som 

folye, 
So    brente    his    herte,    that    he    wolde 

fayn 
That  som  man  bothe  hym  and  hir(e) 

had   slayn. 
ffor  neither  after  his  deeth,  nor  in  his 

lyf, 

Ne    wolde    he   J)at    she   were   loue   ne 

wyf, 

55  But   euere   lyue   as   wydvve   in   clothes 
blake, 


[E  2080—2110] 
Soul   as    the   turtle    J)at   lost    hath   hir 

make. 

But  atte  laste,  after  a  wzonthe  or  tweye, 
His  sorwe  gan  aswage,  sooth  to  seye; 
ffor  whan  he  wiste  it  may  noon  oother 

be, 

He  paciently  took  his  aduersitee,  (. 

Saue,  out  of  doute,  he  may  nat  forgoon 
That  he  nas  ialous  eueremoore  in  oon; 
Which  ialousye  it  was  so  outrageous, 
That  neither  in  halle,  nyn  noon  oother 

hous, 

Nyn  noon  oother  place  neuerthemo,        (. 
He  nolde  suffre  hir(e)  for  to  ryde  or 

go, 
But  if  J)at  he  had  hond  on  hir(e)  al- 

way; 

ffor  which  ful  ofte  wepeth  fresshe  May, 
That   loueth   Damyan   so    benyngnely, 
That  she  moot  outher  dyen  sodeynly,  \ 
Or   elles   she   moot    han   hym   as   hire 

leste; 
She    wayteth    whan    hir    herte    wolde 

breste. 

^[Vp-on  that   oother   syde   Damyan 
Bicomen  is  the  sorwefulleste  man 
That  euere  was;  for  neither  nyght  ne  ^ 

day 
Ne  myghte  he  speke  a  word  to  fresshe 

May, 

As  to  his  purpos,  of  no  swich  mateere, 
But  if  that  lanuarie  moste  it  heere, 
That  hadde  an  hand  vp-on  hir(e)  euere- 

mo. 

But  nathelees,  by  writyng  to  and  fro,  £ 
And  priuee  signes,  wiste  he  what  she 

mente, 
And    she    knew    eek    the    fyn    of    his 

^entente. 

O  lanuarie !  what  myghte  it  thee  auaille 

[^Auctor 
Thogh   thou    myghte[st]   se   as   fer   as 

shippes  saille? 

ffor    as    good    is    blynd    deceyued    be  £ 
As  [to]  be  deceyued  whan  a  man  may 

se. 
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[E  2111-2137] 

^[Lo     Argus,     which     J>at     hadde     an 

hondred  [ejyen, 
ffor  al  J>at  euere   he  koude   poure  or 

pryen, 
Yet  was  he  blent,   and,  God  woot,  so 

been    mo 

90  That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so. 
Passe  ouer  is  an  ese  —  I  seye  namoore. 
^[This  fresshe  May,  J>at  I  spak  of  so 

yoore, 

In  warm  wex  hath  emprented  the  clyket 

That  lanuarie  bar  of  the  smale.  wyket, 

95  By    which    in-to    his    gardyn    ofte    he 

wente. 

And  Damyan,  that  knew  al  hir  entente, 
The  cliket  countrefeted  pryuely. 
Ther  nys  namoore  to  sey$;  but  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  this  clyket  shal  bityde, 
00  Which  ye  shul  heeren  if  ye  wole  abyde. 
^[O  noble  Ouyde!  ful  sooth  seystou, 

God  woot:  [^Auctor 

"What  sleighte  is  it,  thogh  it  be  long 

and  hoot, 
That    loue    nyl    fynde    it    out    in    soni 

manere  ?" 

By  Piramus  and  Tisbee  may  men  leere; 
05  Thogh  they  were  kept  ful  longe  streite 

oueral, 
They  been  accorded,  rownynge  thurgh 

a  wal, 
Ther  no  wight  koude  han  founde  out 

swich   a  sleighte. 
l"But  now  to   purpos!  —  Er  J>at  dayes 

eighte 
Were  passed,   er  the  wonthe  of  luyl, 


10  That    Ianuarie~hath    caught    so    greet 

a  wil[le], 
Thurgh   eggyng   of  his   wyf,   hym  for 

to  pleye 
In  his  gardyn,  and  no  wight  but  they 

tweye, 
That  in  a  morwe  vn-to  this  May  seith 

he: 


[E  2138-2165] 
'Rys  vp,   my  wyf,   my  loue,   my  lady 

free! 
The    turtle    voys    is    herd,    my    dowue   15 

sweete! 
The  wynter  is  goon  with  hise  reynes 

weete. 
Com  forth  now  with  thyne  [e]yen  co- 

lumbyn! 
How  fairer   been  thy  brestes  than  is 

wyn! — 

The  gardyn  is  enclosed  al  aboute — 
Com  forth,   my  white  spouse!   Out  of  20 

doute 
Thou  hast  me  wounded  in  myri  herte, 

o  wyf! 

No  spot  of  thee  ne  knew  I  al  my  lyf. 
Com[e]  forth,  and  lat  vs  taken  som 

disport ! 

I  chees  thee  for  my  wyf  and  my  con- 
fort.' 

^[Swiche   olde   lewed  wordes  vsed  he.  25 
On    Damyan    a    signe    made    she, 
That  he  sholde  go  biforn  with  his  cliket. 
This  Damyan  thanne  hath  opened  the 

wyk^t, 
And  in   he   stirte,    and   that   in  swich 

manere, 
That   no  wight   myghte   it  se,   neither  30 

yheere; 

And  stille  he  sit  vnder  a  bussh  anon. 
^[This  Ianuarie,~as  blynd  as  is  a  stoon, 
With  Mayus  in  his  hand,  and  no 

wight   mo, 

In-to   this   fresshe   gardyn   is   ago, 
And    clapte    to    the    wyket    sodeynly.  35 
flf'Now.  wyf,'  quod  he,  'heere  nys  but 

thou  and  I, 

That  art  the  creature  that  I  best  loue. 
ffor  by  that  Lord  J>at  sit  in  heuene 

aboue ! 

Leuere  ich  hadde  to  dyen  on  a  knyf 
Than  thee   offende,  trewe   deere  wyf  I  40 
ffor  Goddes  sake,  thenke  how  I  thee 

chees ! 
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[E  2166—2191] 

Noght   for    no   coueitise,    doutelees, 
But  oonly  for  the  loue  I  had  to  thee. 
And  though  J)at   I    be  oold,   and  may 

nat  see, 
45  Beth   to    me   trewe,    and    I    shal   tell? 

yow    why ; 
Thre   thynges,    certes,   shal   ye   wynne 

ther-by : 
ffirst  loue  of  Crist,  and  to  your(e)-self 

honour, 

And  al  myn  heritage,  toun  and  tour; 
I    yeue    it    yow,    maketh    chartres    as 

yow   leste. 
50  This  shal  be  doon  tomorwe  er  sonne 

reste, 
So    wisly    God    my    souie    brynge    in 

blisse! 
I   preye  yow  first  in  couenawt  ye  me 

kisse, 
And  though  J>at  I  be  ialous,  wyte  me 

noght ! 
Ye    been    so    depe    enprented    in    my 

thoght, 

55  That,  whan  I  considere  youre  beautee, 
And  ther-with-al  the  vnlikly  elde  of  me, 
I  may  nat  certes,  though  I  sholde  dye, 
fforbere  to  been  out  of  youre  com- 

paignye— 
ffor    verray    loue    this    is,    with-outen 

doute; 
60  Now  kisse  me,   wyf,   and  lat  vs  rome 

aboute !' 
^[This   fresshe    May,    whan   she   thise 

wordes   herde, 

Benyngnely  to  lanuarie^answerde  ; 
But   first    and   forward   she    bigan   to 

wepe : 
'I    haue,'    quod    she,    'a    soule    for   to 

kepe 

65  As  wel  as  ye,  and  also  myn  honour, 
And  of  my  wyfhod  thilke  tendre  flour 
Which  J>at  I  haue  assured  in  your(e) 

hond, 
Whan  J>at  the  preest  to  yow  my  body 

bond. 


[E  2192—2221] 
Wherfore    I     wol[e]    answere    in    this 

manere 

By  the  leue  of  yow,  my  lord  so  deere :  7 
I   prey?  to  God  hat  neuere  dawe  the 

day 
That  I  ne  sterue  as  foule  as  womman 

may, 
If    euere    I    do    vn-to    my    kyn    that 

shame, 

Or  elles   I    empeyre  so  my  name, 
That  I  be  fals;  and  if  I  do  that  lak[ke],  1 
Do  strepe  me,  and  put  me  in  a  sak[ke], 
And  in  the  nexte  ryuer  do  me  drenche. 
I  am  gentil-womman,  and  no  wenche. 
Why  speke   ye  thus?    .But   men  been 

euere  vntrewe, 
And    wommen   haue.    repreue    of    yow  £ 

ay    newe ; 
Ye    han    noon    oother    contenance,    I 

leeue, 

But  speke  to  vs  of  vntrust  and  repreeue.' 
^[And  with  that  word  she  saugh  wher 

Damyan 
Sat    in    the    bussh,    and    coughen   she 

bigan, 

And  with  hir  fynger  signes  made  she,  € 
That  Damyan  sholde  clymbe  vp-on  a 

tree, 
That  charged  was  with  fruyt,  and  vp 

he   wente  ; 

ffor   verraily   he   knew    al    hir   entente 
And  euery  signe  JDat  she  koude  make 
Wel  bet  than  Ianuarie,~hir  owene  make.  S 
ffor  in  a  lettre  she  hadde  toold  hym 

al 

Of  this  matere,  how  he  werchen  shal. 
And  thus    I   lete   hym  sitte  vp-on  the 

pyrie, 

And  Ianuarie~and  May  romynge  myrie. 
Bright  was  the  day,  and  blew  the  firma-  S 

ment. 
Phebus  hath  doun  of  gold  hise  str ernes 

[yjsent 
To  gladen  euery  flour  with  his  warm- 

nesse. 
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[E  2222—2246] 

He  was  that  tyme   in  Geminis,   [as]  I 

gesse, 

But  litel  fro  his  declynacion 
00  Of   Cancer,    louis   exaltacion. 

And  so  bifel  that  brighte  morwe-tyde, 
That    in    that   gardyn,    in   the   ferther 

syde, 

Pluto,  that  is  kyng  of  ffaierye, 
And  many^a  lady  in  his  compaignye, 
05  ffolwynge    his    wyf,    the    queene    Pro 
serpyna, 

Which  that  he  rauysshed  out  of  Sicilia, 
Whil  J)at   she  gadered   floures   in  the 

mede — 

In  Claudyan  ye  may  the  stories  rede, 
How    in    his    grisely    carte    he    hir(e) 

/ette— 
10  This  kyng  of  if  airy  e  thanne  adoun  hym 

sette 
Vp-on  a   bench   of  turues  fressh   and 

grene, 
And  right  anon  thus  seyde  he  to  his 

queene : 
flf'My    wyf,'    quod    he,    'ther    may    no 

wight    seye    nay, 

Thexperience   so   preueth   euery   day 
15  The  tresons  whiche  J)at  wommen  doon 

to  man. 
Ten  hondred  thousand  stories   telle[n] 

I   kan, 
Notable  of  youre  vntrouthe   and  bro- 

tilnesse. 
O   Salomon!  wys  and  richest  of  rich- 

esse! 
ffulfild    of4  sapience    and    of     worldly 

glorie, 
20  fful   worthy   been   thy   wordes   to   me- 

morie 
To    euery    wight    J>at    wit    and    reson 

kan! 
Thus   preiseth   he  yet   the   bountee  of 

man: 


[E  2247-2271] 
^["Amonges  a  thousand  men  yet  foond 

I    oon, 

But  of  wommen  alle  foond  I  noon." 
^[Thus  seith  the  kyng  J)at  knoweth  25 

youre    wikkednesse, 
And   Ihesus,   filius  Syrak,    as   I   gesse, 
Ne  speketh  of  yow  but  seelde  reuer- 

ence. 

A  wylde  fyr  and  corrupt  pestilence 
So  falle  vp-on  youre  bodyes  yet  to- 

nyght ! 

Ne  se  ye  nat  this  honurable  knyght?  30 
By  cause,  alias!  that  he  is  blynd  and 

old, 

His  owene  man  shal  make  hym  coke- 
wold. 
Lo,   heere   he  sit,   the  lechour,  in  the 

tree! 

Now  wol  I  graunten,  of  my  magestee, 
Vn-to  this  olde  blynde  worthy  knyght  35 
That  he  shal  haue  ageyn  hise   [e]yen 

syght, 
Whan   J)at   his   wyf   wolde   doon   hym 

vileynye ; 
Thanne    shal    he   knowen   al    hir   har- 

lotrye 
Bothe  in  repreue  of  hir(e)  and  othere 

mo.' 
^['Ye  shal?'  quod  Proserpyne,  'wol  ye  40 

so? 
Now    by    my    moodres    sires    soule    I 

swere 
That    I    shal    yeue[n]    hir(e)    suffisant 

answere, 

And  alle  wommen  after  for  hir  sake, 
That,  though  they  be  in  any  gilt  ytake, 
With  face  boold  they  shulle  hem-self  45 

excuse, 
And  bere  hem  doun  that  wolden  hem 

accuse ; 
ffor  lak[ke]   of  answere   noon  of  hem 

shal    dyen. 
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[E  2272—2296] 

Al  hadde  man  seyn  a  thyng  with  bothe 

hise   [e]yen, 

Yit  shul  [we]  wommen  visage  it  hardily, 
50  And  wepe,   and  swere,   and  chide  sub- 

tilly, 
So   })at    ye    men    shul    been   as   lewed 

as  gees. 

What  rekketh  me  of  youre  auctoritees? 
flfl  woot  wel  that  this  lew,  this  Salo 
mon, 
ffoond    of    vs    wommen    fooles    many 

oon. 
55  But  though  J)at  he  ne  foond  no  good 

womman, 
Yet    hath    ther    founde    many^another 

man 
Wommen   ful    trewe,    ful    goode,    and 

vertuous ; 
Witnesse  on  hem  }3at  dwelle  in  Cristes 

hous: 

With  martirdom  they  preued  hir  con- 
stance. 
60  The  Romayn  geestes  eek  make[n]  re- 

membraunce 

Of    many^a    verray    trewe    wyf    also. 
But,    sire,    ne    be    nat    wrooth,    al    be 

it    so, 
Though  J)at  he  seyde  he  foond  no  good 

womman, 
I    preye    yow,    tak[e]    the    sentence    of 

the    man ! 

65  He  mente  thus :  that  in  souereyn  bontee 
Nis  noon  but  God,  J>at  sit  in  Trinitee. 
^[Ey,  for  verray  God,  that  nys  but 

oon, 

What  make  ye  so  muche  of  Salomon? 
What  though  he  made  a  temple  Goddes 

hous? 
70  What     though     he     were     riche     and 

glorious  ? 
So    made    he    eek    a   temple    of   false 

goddis. 
How    myghte     he     do    a    thyng     J)at 

moore  forbode  is? 


[E  2297—2325] 

Pardee!  as  faire  as   ye  his  name  em- 
piastre, 

He  was  a  lecchour  and  an  ydolastre, 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  God  forsook.  75 
A'nd   if   God   ne    hadde,   as   seith  the 

book, 
Yspared  hym  for   his   fadres  sake,   he 

sholde 
Haue    lost    his    regne    rather   than   he 

wolde. 

I  sette  right  noght  of  al  the  vileynye 
That  ye  of  wommen  write  a  fcoterflyel  80 
I  am  a  womman,  nedes  moot  I  speke. 
Or   elles    swelle   til    myn   herte   breke. 
ffor   sithe[n]    he   seyde    that   we    been 

aangleresses — 
As    euere    hool    I    moote    brouke    my 

tresses ! — 

I  shal  nat  spare,  for  no  curteisye,          85 
To  speke  hym  harm  J)at  wolde  vs  vi 
leynye.' 
'Dame,'  quod  this  Pluto,  'be  no  lenger 

wrooth ! 
I    yeue   it  vp;    but   sith   I   swoor   myn 

ooth 
That  I  wolde  graunten  hym  his  sighte 

ageyn, 
My  word   shal   stonde,    I   warne   yow,  90 

certeyn. 

I  am  a  kyng,  it  sit  me  noght  to  lye!' 
^f'And  I,'  quod  she,  'a  #ueene  of 

ffaierye. 
Hir  answere  shal  she   haue,   I   vnder- 

take! 

Lat  vs  namoore  wordes  heer-of  make; 
ffor  sothe,  I  wol  no  lenger  yow  con-  95 

trarie.' 

^[Now  lat  vs  turne  agayn  to  lanuarie, 
That  in  the  gardyn  with  his  faire  May 
Syngeth  ful  murier  than  the  papeiay: 
'Yow  loue  I  best,  and  shal,  and  oother 

noon.' 

So  longe  aboute  the  aleyes  is  he  goon,  00 
Til  he  was  come  agaynes  thilke  pyrie 
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[E  2326-2352] 

Wher(e)-as    this    Damyan    sitteth    ful 

myrie 
Anheigh,     among     the    fresshe     leues 

grene. 
*f[This  fresshe  May,  that  is  so  bright 

and   sheene, 
05  Gan  for  to  syke,  and  seyde,  '^Lllas,  my 

syde! 
'Now,   sire,'   quod  she,    'for  aught  J)at 

may    bityde, 

I   moste  han  of  the  peres  that  I  see, 

Or  I  moot  dye,   so  score  longeth  me 

To    eten    of    the    smale    peres    grene. 

10  Help   for    hir    loue    {)at    is    of   heuene 

queene 1 

I  telle  yow  wel,  a  womman  in  my  plit 
May  han  to  fruyt  so  greet  an  appetit, 
That  she  may  dyen  but  she  of  it 

haue.' 
^f 'Alias!'  quod  he,  *|)at  I  ne  had  heer 

a  knaue 
15  That  koude  clymbe;  alias,  alias!,'  quod 

he, 
'That  I  am  blyndl'  'Ye,  sire,  no  fors,' 

quod   she; 
^['But  wolde  ye  vouche-sauf,  for  Goddes 

sake, 
The   pyrie~inwith   youre  armes   for  to 

take — 
ffor    wel    I    woot    that    ye    mystruste 

me—, 
20  Thanne   sholde    I   clymbe   wel  ynogh,' 

quod    she, 
So  I  my  foot  myghte  sette  vpon  youre 

bak.' 
^['Certes,'    quod    he,    'ther-on    shal    be 

no   lak, 
Mighte  I   yow  helpen  with  myn  herte 

blood !' 
He    stoupeth    doun,    and    on    his    bak 

she    stood, 
25  And  caughte    hir(e)   by   a   twiste,   and 

vp    she    gooth — 
Ladyes,    I    preye   yow   J)at   ye    be   nat 

wrooth ! 

I  kan  nat  glose,  I  am  a  rude  man — , 
And  sodeynly  anon  this  Damyan 


|  £2353-2380] 
Gan   pullen   vp   the   smok,   and   in  he 

throng. 
*[And  whan  JDat  Pluto  saugh  this  grete  30 

wrong, 

To  lanuarie^he  gaf  agayn  his  sighte, 
And  made  hym  se  as  wel  as  euere  he 

myghte. 
And   whan   j>at   he    hadde   caught   his 

sighte    agayn, 
Ne  was  ther  neuere  man  of  thyng  so 

fayn, 

But  on  his  wyf  his  thoght  was  eueremo.  35 
Vp  to  the  tree  he  caste  hise  [e]yen  two, 
And  saugh  J>at  Damyan  his  wyf  had 

dressed 

In  swich  manere,  it  may  nat  been  ex 
pressed 

But    if    I    wolde    speke    vncurteisly. 
And   vp   he   yaf   a   roryng   and  a  cry  40 
As  dooth  the  mooder  whan  the  child 

shal    dye : 
'Out!  help!  alias!  harrow!'  he  gan  to 

crye, 

'O  stronge  lady  stoore,  what  dostow?' 
^[And  she  answerde,  *$ir(e),  what  eyl- 

eth  yow? 
Haue  pacience  and  resozm  in  your(e)  45 

mynde ! 
I  haue  yow  holpe  on  bothe  youre  [e]yen 

blynde. 

Vp  peril  of  my  soule!    I  shal  nat  lyen, 
As  me  was  taught  to  heele  with  youre 

[e]yen, 
Was    no-thyng    bet    to    make    yow   to 

see 

Than  strugle  with  a  man  vp-on  a  tree;  50 
God  woot,   I   dide   it  in  ful  good  en 
tente  !' 
^j" 'Strugle?'    quod    he,    'ye,    algate    in 

it    wente ! 
God  yeue  yow  bothe  on  shames  deth 

to   dyen! 
He    swyued    thee!     I    saugh    it    with 

myne    [ejye'n, 

And  elles   be   I   hanged  by  the  hals!'  55 
^['Thanne    is,'    quod    she,    'my    medi- 

cyne   fals; 
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[E  2381—2406] 

ffor   certeinly,    if   that   ye   myghte   se, 

Ye  wold?  nat  seyn  thise  wordes  vn-to 

me. 
Ye  han  som  glymsyng,   and  no  parfit 

sighte.' 
60  f 'I   se/   quod  he,   'as  wel   as  euere   I 

myghte, 
Thonked   be    God!    with    bothe    myne 

[ejyen    two, 
And,  by  my  trouthe,  me  thoughte  he 

dide   thee   so.' 
IT 'Ye   maze,    maze!   goode    sire',   quod 

she. 
'This  thank  haue   I   for  I   haue  maad 

yow    see ! 
65  Alias!'    quod    she,    'that    euere    I    was 

so   kynde!' 
^['Now,  dame/  quod  he,  'lat  al  passe 

out  of  mynde! 
Com    doun,    my    lief,    and    if    I    haue 

missayd, 
God    help(e)    me    so!    as    I    am   yuele 

apayd. 
But    by    my    fader    soule!     I    wende 

han    seyn 
70  How  that  this  Damyan  hadde  by  thee 

leyn, 
And  J)at  thy  smok  hadde  leyn  vp-on 

thy   brest.' 
T'Ye,   sire/   quod  she,   'ye   may  wene 

as    yow    lest/ 
But,   sire,    a   man   {>at   waketh   out  of 

his   sleep, 

He  may  nat  sodeynly  wel  taken  keep 
75  Vp-on    a    thyng,    ne    seen    it    parfitly, 
Til    J>at    he    be    adawed    verraily. 
•J"  Right    so    a    man    J>at    longe     hath 

blynd    ybe 

Ne    may    nat    sodeynly    so    wel    yse, 
ffirst   whan   his   sighte   is   newe   come 

ageyn, 

80  As  he  J3at  hath  a  day  or  two  yseyn. 
Til    that    youre    sighte    ysatled    be    a 

while, 
Ther  may  ful  many~a  sighte  yow  bigile. 


[E  2407—2426] 
Beth  war,  I  preye  yow!  for,  by  heuene 


fful    many~a    man   weneth    to   seen   a 

thyng, 

And  it  is  al  another  than  it  semeth;  85 
He"  J)at  mysconceiueth,  he  mysdemeth.' 
And  with  that  word  she  leep  doun  fro 

the  tree. 

^[This  lanuarie,  who  is  glad  but  he? 
He   kisseth   hir(e),   and   clippeth  hir(e) 

ful  ofte, 
And  on  hir  wombe  he  stroketh  hir(e)  90 

ful    softe, 
And  to  his  palays  hoom  he  hath  hir(e) 

lad.— 
Now,    goode    men,    I    praye    yow,    be 

glad! 

Thus  endeth  heere  my  tale  of  lanuarie; 
God  blesse  vs,  and  his  mooder  Seinte 

Marie  ! 

^f  Heere  is  ended  the  Marchantes  tale 
of  lanuarie. 


V.  Fragment  (F). 

12.  The  Squieres  Tale. 

a)     ^[The    Prologe    of    the    Squieres 
tale.*) 

*JEy,  Goddes  mercy!'  seyde  oure  Hooste  95 

tho, 
'Now,  swich  a  wyf  I  praye  God  kepe 

me  fro! 

Lo,    whiche    sleightes    and    subtih'tees 
In  wommen  been!  for  ay  as  bisy^as 

bees 
Been    they,    vs    sely    men    for    to    de- 

ceyue; 
And    from    a    soothe    euere    wol    they  CO 

weyue, 
By   this    Marchauntes   tale   it    preueth 

weel. 
But,   doutelees,   as  trewe   as  any  steel 
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[E  2427—2440;  F  i— 10] 

I   haue   a  \vyf,   though  J)at  she  poure 

be; 
But    of   hir   tonge    a   labbyng   shrewe 

is    she, 

05  And  yet  she  hath  an  heep  of  vices  mo. 
Ther-of  no  fors! — lat  alle  swiche 

thynges  go! 
But  wyte   ye  what  ?    In  conseil   be  it 

seyd: 
Me    reweth    soore    I    am    vn-to    hir(e) 

teyd; 

ffor,  and  I  sholde  rekenen  euery  vice 
10  Which  hat   she  hath,    ywis   I   were  to 

nyce. 
And   cause    why?    It   sholde   reported 

be, 
And  toold  to  hir(e)  of  somme  of  this 

meynee — 

Of  whom?  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  declare, 
Syn  wommen  konnen  outen  swich 

chaffare — 

15  And  eek  my  wit  suffiseth  nat  ther-to 
To  tellen  al,  wherfore  my  tale  is  do. 
^f'Squier,  com[e]  neer,  if  it  your(e) 

wille    be, 
And  seye  somwhat  of  loue,  for  certes 

ye 

Konnen  ther-on  as  muche  as  any  man.' 
20  ^pNay,    sir(e),    [quod    he,]    but    I    wol 

seyen  as    I   kan; 

With    hertly    wyl — for    I    wol    nat    re- 
belle 

Agayn  your(e)  lust — a  tale  wol  I  telle. 
Haue  me  excused  if  I  speke  amys; 
My  wyl  is  good — and  lo,  my  tale  is 

this :' 

^[Heere    bigynneth    the    Squieres 
tale.*) 

25  AT  Sarray,   in  the  land  of  Tartarye, 
Ther    dwelte    a    kyng    that    werreyed 
Russye, 


[F  11-38] 
Thurgh     which     ther     dyde     many^a 

doughty    man. 

This     noble    kyng    was    cleped    Cam 
byuskan, 
Which   in   his   tyme    was   of  so   greet 

renoun, 

That  ther  was  no-wher  in  no  regioun,  30 
So  excellent  a  lord  in  alle  thyng. 
Hym  lakked  noght  that  longeth  to  a 

kyng, 
And  of  the  secte  of  which  hat  he  was 

born 
He  kepte  his  lay  to  which  {)at  he  was 

sworn ; 
And   ther-to   he  was    hardy,   wys,   and  35 

riche, 

A'nd    pitous    and    iust,    alwey    yliche; 
Sooth  of  his  word,  benigne,  and  hon- 

urable, 

Of  his  corage  as  any  centre  stable; 
Yong,    fressh,    strong,    and    in    armes 

desirous 

As   any   fcacheler   of   al    his    hous.          40 
A  fair  persone  he  was,  and  fortunat, 
And   kepte    alwey   so    wel   roial   estat, 
That  ther  was   nowher  swich  another 

man. 

^[This   noble   kyng,   this    Tartre   Cam 
byuskan, 

Hadde  two  sones  on  Elpheta  his  wyf,  45 
Of   whiche    the   eldeste   highte   Algar- 

syf; 

That  oother  sone  was  cleped  Cambalo. 
A    doghter    hadde    this    worthy    kyng 

also, 

That  yongest  was,  and  highte  Canacee. 
But  for   to   telle    yow  al   hir  beautee,  50 
It    lyth    nat    in    my    tonge,    nyn    my 

konnyng — 

I  dar  nat  vndertake  so  heigh  a  thyng. 
Myn   englissh    eek   is    insufficient; 
It  moste   been  a   rethor  excellent 
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[F  39-68] 
55  That  koude  hise  colours  longynge  for 

that  art, 

If  he  sholde  hir(e)  discryuen  euery  part ; 
I  am  noon  swich — I  moot  speke  as 

I    kan. 
.•[And   so   bifel  that,   whan  this   Cam- 

byuskan 

Hath  twenty  winter  born  his  diademe, 
60  As    he    was    wont    fro    yeer    to    yeer, 

I   deme, 

He  leet   the  feeste   of  his  watiuitee 
Doon  cryen  thurgh-out  Sarray,  his  citee, 
The    laste    Idus    of    March    after    the 

yeer. 
Phebus,   the   sonne,   ful    ioly  was   and 

cleer, 
65  ffor  he  was  neigh  his  exaltacioim 

In  Martes   face,   and   in  his  mansiown 
In  Aries,   the  colerik   hoote  signe. 
fful  lusty  was  the  weder  and  t>enigne, 
ffor  which  the  foweles  agayn  the  sonne 

sheene, 
70  What   for   the   sesozm   and   the   yonge 

grene, 

fful  loude  songen  hir(e)  af f ecciozms  ; 
Hem  semed  han  geten  hem  protecckmns 
Agayn  the  swerd  of  wynter  keene  and 

coold. 
•[This  Cambyuskan,   of  which   I   haue 

yow  toold, 

75  In  roial  vestiment  sit  on  his  deys 
With  diademe,  ful  heighe  in  his  paleys, 
And  halt  his  feeste  so  solempne  and 

so  ryche, 
That  in  this  world  ne  was  ther  noon 

it    lyche ; 

Of  which   if   I    shal  tellen   al  tharray, 
80  Thanne    wolde    it    occupie    a    someres 

day; 

And  eek  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  deuyse 
At  euery  cours  the  ordre  of  hir  seruyse. 
I  wol  nat  tellen  of  hir  strange  sewes, 
Ne  of  hir  swannes,  nor  of  hir(e)  heron- 

sewes. 


[F  69-95] 
Eek   in   that  lond,   as  tellen  knyghtes  8 

olde, 
Ther   is    som   mete   J>at   is   ful   deynte 

holde, 
That    in    this   lond    men   recche   of   it 

but    smal ; 
Ther  nys   no  man  that  may  reporten 

al. 

^[  I  wol  nat  taryen  yow,  for  it  is  pryme ; 
And  for  it  is  no  fruyt>  but  los  of  tyme,  9 
Vn-to    my    firste    I    wol[e]    haue    my 

recours. 
^[And  so  bifel  that,  after  the  thridde 

cours, 
Whil    J>at    this    kyng    sit    thus    in    his 

nobleye, 
Herknynge  hise  wynstraUes  hir  thynges 

pleye 

Biforn    hym    at    the    bord    deliciously,  9 
In  at  the  halle  dore  al  sodeynly 
Ther   cam    a   knyght    vp-on   a   steede 

of  bras, 
And   in   his   hand   a   brood  mirour  of 

glas; 
Vpon   his   thombe   he    hadde   of   gold 

a  ryng, 
And  by  his  syde  a  naked  swerd  hang-  C 

yng; 

And  vp  he  rideth  to  the  heighe  bord. 
In   al   the   halle   was   ther   spoke[n]   a 

word 
ffor    merueille    of    this    knyght;    hym 

to    biholde 

fful  bisily  ther  wayten  yonge  and  olde. 
•[This  strange  knyght,  that  cam  thus  0 

sodeynly, 

Al  armed,   saue  his   heed,  ful  richely, 
Saleweth  kyng,  and  queene,  and  lordes 

alle 

By  ordre   as  they  seten  in  the  halle, 
With   so    heigh    reuerence    and   obeis- 

awnce, 

As  wel   in  speche   as  in  contenazmce,   1 
That  Gawayn  with  his  olde  curteisye, 
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[F  96-123] 

Though  he  were  comefn]  ayeyn  out  of 

ffairye, 

Ne  koude  hym  nat  amende  with  a  word. 
And  after  this,  biforn  the  heighe  bord, 
15  He  with  a  manly  voys  seith  his  mes 
sage 

After  the  forme  vsed  in  his  langage, 
With-outen  vice  of  silable  or  "of  lettre; 
And  for  his  tale  sholde  seme  the 

bettre, 

Accordant  to  hise  wordes  was  his  cheere, 
20  As  techeth   art  of  speche  hem  J>at  it 

leere. 
Al    be    it   that    I    kan    nat   sowne    his 

stile, 
Ne  kan  nat  clymbe[n]   ouer  so  heigh 

a   style, 

Yet  seye  I  this,  as  to  commune  entente, 
Thus  muche  amounteth  al  JDat  euere 

he  mente, 

25  If  it  so   be   J)at   I   haue  it  in  mynde: 
•[He  seyde,  'The  kyng  of  Arabe  and 

of  Inde, 

My  lige  lord,  on  this  solempne  day 
Saleweth  yow  as  he  best  kan  and  may, 
And  sendeth  yow,  in  honour  of  your(e) 

feeste, 
30  By    me,    that    am    al    redy   at   your(e) 

heeste, 
This  steede  of  bras,  that  esily  and  weel 

[fO/  the  vertu  of  the  steede 

of   bras 

Kan  in  the  space  of  o  day  natureel — 
This  is  to  seyn:  in  foure  and  twenty 

houres — 
Wher-so  yow  lyst,  in  droghte  or  elles 

shoures, 

Beren  youre  body  in-to  euery  place 
To  which  youre  herte  wilneth  for  to 

pace, 
With-outen  wem  of  yow,   thorgh  foul 

or  fair; 
Or    if    yow    lyst    to    fleen    as    hye    in 

the    air 
As  dooth  an  egle  whan  [jjat]  hym  list  to 

soore, 


[F  124—149] 

This  same  steede  shal  bere  yow  euere-  40 

moore, 
With-outen  harm,   til  ye   be  ther  yow 

leste, 
Though  that  ye  slepen  on  his  bak  or 

reste, 
And    turne    ayeyn    with    writhyng    of 

a  pyn. 
He  |)at  it  wroghte  koude  ful  many^a 

gyn; 

He   wayted   many^a   constellacion          45 
Er   he    had   doon   this    operacion, 
And  knew  ful  many^a  seel  and  many^a 

bond. 
^[This  mirrour  eek,  J>at  I  haue  in  myn 

hond, 

[*f[0/  the  vertu  of  the  Mir  our 
Hath  swich  a  myght,  J)at  men  may  in 

it  see 

Whan  ther  shal  fallen  any^aduersitee  50 
Vn-to  your(e)  regne  or  to  your(e)-self 

also, 
And  openly  who  is  your(e)  freend  or 

foo. 

^[And  ouer-al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  herte  in  any  maner  wight, 
If  he  be  fals,  she  shal  his  tresown  see,  55 
His    newe    loue,    and    al    his   subtiltee 
So    openly,     J)at    ther    shal    no-thyng 

hyde; 
Wherfore,    ageyn    this    lusty    someres 

tyde, 
This    Twirour    and    this    ryng,    t>at    ye 

may  see, 

He  hath  sent  [vn]to  my  lady  Canacee,  60 
Your(e)     excellente    doghter,     that     is 

heere. 
^[The    vertu    of   the    ryng,    if   ye   wol 

heere, 

[^Of  the  vertu  of  the  ryng 
Is    this,    that,    if    hir(e)    lust   it   for   to 

were 
Vp-on   hir   thombe,   or   in   hir  purs  it 

bere, 
Ther    is    no    fowel    J>at    fleeth    vnder  65 

the  heuene, 
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[F  150-172] 

That  she  ne  shal  wel  vnderstonde  his 

steuene, 
And   knowe    his    menyng    openly   and 

pleyn, 

And  answere  hym  in  his  langage  ageyn. 
And    euery    gras    that    groweth    vp-on 

roote 
0  She  shal  eek  knowe,  and  whom  it  wol 

do    boote, 
Al    be    hise    woundes    neuer    so    depe 

and  wyde. 
^[This   naked   swerd,   J>at   hangeth   by 

my  syde, 

[1"  O/  the  vertu  of  the  swerd(e) 
Swich   vertu    hath,    J)at    what    man   so 

ye   smyte, 
Thurgh-out  his  armure  it  \vol[e]  [hym] 

kerue    and    byte, 
5  Were   it   as   thikke    as   is   a   branched 

ook. 
And  what  man  that  is  wounded  with 

a  strook 
Shal  neuer  be  hool  til  J>at  yow  list  of 

grace 
To  stroke  hym  with  the  plat  in  thilke 

place 
Ther    he    is    hurt;    this    is    as    muche 

to    seyn : 

0  Ye  moote  with  the  platfe  swerd  ageyn 
Strike    hym    in    the    wounde,    and    it 

wol   close; 

This  is  a  verray  sooth,  with-outen  glose : 
It    failleth    nat    whils    it    is    in    youre 

hoold.' 
fl"And    whan    this    knyght    hath    thus 

his  tale  toold, 
'5  He  rideth  out  of  halle,  and  doun  he 

lighte. 
His  steede,  which  })at  shoon  as  sonne 

brighte, 
Stant    in    the    court    as    stille    as    any 

stoon. 
This    knyght    is    to    his    chambre    lad 

anoon, 


[F  173-202] 

And  is  vnarmed,  and  vn-to  mete  yset. 
^[The   presentes   been  ful   roially  yfet,  90 
This   is   to   seyn:    the   swerd   and  the 

wirour, 

And  born  anon  in-to  the  heighe  tour 
With  certeine  officers  ordeyned  ther- 

f  ore  ; 

And  vn-to  Canacee  this  ryng  was  bore 
Solempnely,  ther  she  sit  at  the  table.  95 
But  sikerly,   with-outen  any  fable, 
The  hors  of  bras,  J)at  may  nat  be  re- 
mewed, 
It    stant    as    it    were    to    the    ground 

yglewed; 
Ther  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it 

dryue 

ffor  noon  engyn  of  wyndas  ne  polyue.  00 
And  cause  why?  for  they  kan  nat  the 

craft ; 
And   therfore    in   the    place   they   han 

it  laft, 
Til  })at   the   knyght   hath  taught   hem 

the   manere 

To  voyden  hym,  as  ye  shal  after  heere. 
Greet  was  the  prees  J)at  swarmeth  to  05 

and    fro 
To  gauren  on  this  hors  that  stondeth 

so; 
ffor  it  so  heigh  was,  and  so  brood  and 

long, 

So  wel  proporcioned  for  to  been  strong, 
Right  as  it  were  a  steede  of  Lum- 

bardye; 
Ther-with   so   horsly   and   so   quyk   of   10 

[e]ye, 

As  it  a  gentil  Poilleys  courser  were, 
ffor  certes,  fro  his  tayl  vn-to  his  ere, 
Nature  ne  art  ne  koude  hym  nat 

amende 

In  no  degree,  as  al  the  peple  wende. 
But  eueremoore  hir  mooste  wonder  was   15 
How  J)at  it  koude  go,  and  was  of  bras; 
It  was  a  ffairye,  as  [al]  the  peple  semed. 
Diuerse    folk,    diuersely    they    demed; 


10474.  [hym]  E.  76.  a  E.,  that  G.,  the  He.,  etc.  (Sk.f  Gl.).  78.  thilke]  that  E.G. 
80.  plat  E.G.D.P.  Si.  Strike  E.G.,  Stroke  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  83.  whil  G.D.H.*  (Sk.,  GL), 
whiles  He.,  etc.  84.  ytold  He.D.  87.  as  stille  D.H.4,  as  f.  E.,  etc.  89.  vn  to  E.,  to 
He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  90.  realliche  He.,  ryally  G.,  richeliche  (-ly)  D.,  etc.  94.  this  ...  was  E.G., 
the  ...  is  He.,  etc.  10500.  ne  E.,  or  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  17:  a  E.He.D.,  as  (fayr  as)  G.,  of 
C.,  etc.  (Sk.,  Gl.);  [al]  E.G.  18.  they  E.G.H.*,  han  He.,  etc.  [001.4631]. 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


10519—  J0575 

[F  203-231] 

As    manye    heddes,    as    manye    wittes 

ther   been. 
They  murmureden  as  dooth  a  swarm 

of  been, 

And  maden  sidles  after  hir  fantasies, 
Rehersynge  of  thise  olde  poetries, 
And  seyde  that  it  was  lyk  the  Pegasee, 
The  hors  J>at  hadde  wynges  for  to  flee; 
Or  elles  it  was  the  Grekes  hors,  Synon, 
That  broghte  Troie  to  destruccion, 
As  men  may  in  thise  olde  geestes  rede. 
^['Myn    herte,'    quod    oon,    'is    euere- 

moore  in  drede  : 
I  trowe  some  men  of  armes  been  ther- 

inne, 
That    shapen    hem    this    citee    for    to 

wynne  ; 
It  were  right  good  })at  al  swich  thyng 

were  knowe.' 

^[Another  rowned  to  his  felawe  lowe, 
And  seyde,  'He  lyeth,  it  is  rather  lyk 
An  apparence  ymaad  by  som  wagyk, 
As  ^ogelours  pleyen  at  thise  feestes 

grete.' 
Of    sondry    doutes    thus    they    Wangle 

and  trete, 

As   lewed   peple   demeth   comunly 
Of    thynges    J>at    been    maad     moore 

subtilly 
Than  they  kan  in  hir  lewednesse  com- 

prehende  ; 

They  demen  gladly  to  the  badder  ende. 
somme  of  hem  wondred  on  the 
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wirour, 

That  born  was  vp  in-to  the  hye  tour, 
Hou  men  myghte  in  it  swiche  thynges 

se. 
^[Another     answerde,     and     seyde     it 

myghte  wel  be 
Naturelly,  by  composiciozms 
Of  anglis   and   of  slye   reflexiowns; 
And  seyde[n]  J>at  in  Rome  was  swich 

oon. 


[F  232—257] 

They  speke[n]  of  Alocen  and  Vitulon, 
And  Aristotle,  that  writen  in  hir  lyues 
Of  queynte  mirours  and  of  perspectiues,  50 
As  knowen  they  that  han  hir  bookes 

herd. 
^[And    oother    folk    han    wondred    on 

the   swerd 
That   wolde    percen   thurgh-out   euery- 

thyng, 
And  fille  in  speche  of  Thelophus  the 


And  of  Achilles  with  his  queynte  spere;  55 
ffor  he  koude  with  it  bothe  heele  and 

dere, 
Right  in  swich  wise  as  men  may  with 

the   swerd 
Of   which   right   now   ye   han  your(e)- 

seluen   herd. 
They  speke[n]    of  sondry   hardyng  of 

metal, 

And   speke   of  medicynes   ther-with-al,  60 
And  how  and  whanne  it  sholde  yharded 

be, 

Which  is  vnknowe,  algates  vnto  me. 
^[Tho  speeke  they  of  Canacees  ryng, 
And  seyden  alle  J>at  swich  a  wonder 

thyng 
Of  craft  of  rynges  herde  they  neuere  65 

noon, 
Saue  jbat  he,  Moyses,  and  kyng  Salo 

mon 
Hadde   a   name   of  konnyng  in  swich 

art. 
Thus  seyn  the  peple,  and  drawen  hem 

apart. 
^[But   nathelees   somme   seiden   J)at  it 

was 

Wonder  to  maken  of  fern-asshen  glas,  70 
And   yet   nys   glas   nat   lyk  asshen  of 

fern  ; 

But  for  they  han  knowen  it  so  fern, 
Therfore  cesseth  hir  ^anglyng  and  hir 

wonder. 
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[F  258-283] 

*[As  soore  wondren  somme   on  cause 

of  thonder, 
75  On  ebbe;  on  flood,  on  gossomer,  and 

on  myst, 
And   on   alle   thyng   til   J)at   the  cause 

is  wyst. 
Thus    Wangle    they,    and    demen,    and 

deuyse, 

Til  J)at  the  kyng  gan  fro  the  bord  aryse. 

Phebus  hath  laft  the  angle  meridional. 

80  And    yet    ascendynge    was    the    beest 

roial, 

The  gentil  leon,   with  his  Aldrian 
Whan  }>at  this  Tartre  kyng  Cambyus- 

kan 
Roos  fro  his  bord,  ther  that  he  sat  ful 

hye. 
Toforn  hym  gooth  the  loude  wynstral- 

cye, 
85  Til   he   cam  to   his   chambre   of  pare- 

mentz, 
Ther-as    they    sownen    diuerse    instru- 

mentz, 

That  it  is  lyk  an  heuene  for  to  heere. 
Now    dauncen    lusty    Venus    children 

deere; 

ffor  in  the  ffyssh  hir  lady  sat  ful  hye, 
90  And  looketh  on  hem  with  a  freendly 

My*- 

^[This  noble  kyng  is  set  vp  in  his  /rone; 
This    strange    knyght    is    fet    to    hym 

ful   soone, 
And    on    the    daunce    he    gooth    with 

Canacee. 

Heere  is  the  reuel  and  the  iolitee 
95  That  is  nat  able  a  dul  man  to  deuyse; 
He   moste   han  knowen   loue  and   his 

seruyse, 
And  been  a  feestlych   man,  as  fressh 

as  May, 

That  sholde  yow  deuysen  swich  array. 
Who   koude    telle    yow    the    forme   of 

daunces 


[F  284-310] 
So   vnkouthe,    and   so   fresshe   conten-  OC 

aunces, 

Swich  subtil  lookyng  and  dissymulynges 
ffor    drede    of    ialouse    mennes    aper- 

ceyuynges  ? 
No    man    but    iauncelet,    and    he    is 

deed; 

Therfore   1   passe  of  al  this  lustiheed. 
I  seye  namoore,   but  in  this  *olynesse  05 
I  lete  hem  til  men  to  the  soper  dresse. 
*[The    sty  ward    bit    the    spices    for   to 

hye 

And  eek  the  wyn,  in  al  this  melodye; 
The    vsshers    and    the    squiers    been 

ygoon, 

The  spices  and  the  wyn  is  come  anoon.  1C 
They  ete  and  drynke,   and  whan  this 

hadde    an    ende, 
Vn-to  the  temple,   as   reson  was,  they 

wende. 
*[[The  seruice  doon,  they  soupen  al  by 

day — 

What  nedeth   me  rehercen   hir  array? 
E'ch  man  woot  wel  {>at  a  kynges  feeste  li 
Hath    plentee    to   the    mooste    and   to 

the  leeste, 
And    deyntees    mo   than    been    in   my 

knowyng. 

At  after  soper  gooth  this  noble  kyng 
To  seen  this  hors  of  bras,  with  al  the 

route 

Of  lordes  and  of  ladyes  hym  aboute.  2( 
^[  Swich   wondryng    was    ther    on    this 

hors    of    bras, 
That,    syn    the    grete    sege    of    Troie 

was, 
Ther-as  men  wondred[en]  on  an  hors 

also, 
Ne  was  ther  swich  a  wondryng  as  was 

tho. 

But  fynally  the  kyng  axeth  this  knyght  2i 
The    vertu    of    this    courser    and    the 

myght, 
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10627—10675 

[F  3U-334T~ 

And  preyde  hym  to  telle  his  gouern- 

aunce. 
^[This  hors  anoon  bigan  to  trippe  and 

daunce, 
Whan  that  this  knyght  leyde  hand  vp- 

on  his  reyne, 
30  And  seyde,    '/Sire,   ther  is  namoore  to 

seyne, 

But  whan  yow  list  to  ryden  any-where, 
Ye  mooten  trille  a  pyn  stant  in  his 

ere, 
Which    I    shal    yow    telle    bitwixe    vs 

two. 
Ye  moote  nempne  hym  to  what  place 

also 
35  Or   to    what    contree    J)at    yow   list   to 

ryde. 
And   whan   ye   come    ther-as   yow  list 

abyde, 

Bid[de]   hym   descende,   and   trille   an 
other  pyn — 

ffor  there  lith  theffect  of  al  the  gyn — , 
And  he  wol  doun  descende  and  doon 

youre  wille, 

And  in  that  place  he  wol  stonde  stille. 
Though  al  the  world  the  con- 

trarie^hadde  yswore, 
He  shal  nat  thennes  been  [yjdrawe  nor 

ybore. 
Or    if    yow    liste    bidde    hym    thennes 

goon, 
Trille  this   pyn,  and  he  wol  vanysshe 

anoon 
Out    of    the    sighte    of    euery    maner 

wight, 
And    come    agayn,    be    it    by    day    or 

nyght, 

Whan  J>at  yuvv  list  to  clepen  hym  ageyn 
In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  shal  to  yow  seyn 
Bitwixe  yow  and  me,  and  that  ful 

soone : 
50  Rid[e]  whan  yow  list — ther  is  namoore 

to  doone.' 
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[F  335-359] 
^[Enformed    whan    the    kyng    was    of 

that  knyght, 

And  hath  conceyued  in  his  wit  aright 
The  manere  and  the  forme  of  al  this 

thyng, 
Thus  glad  and  blithe  this  noble  doghty 

kyng 

Repeireth  to   his   reuel   as   biforn.          55 
^[The  brydel  is  vn-to  the  tour  yborn, 
And  kept  among  his  *ueles  leeue  and 

deere. 
The  hors  vanysshed — I   noot   in  what 

manere — 
Out    of   hir   sighte — ye    gete    namoore 

of  me. 

But    thus    I    lete    in    lust    and   aolitee  60 
This    Cambyuskan    hise    lordes    festei- 

ynge, 

Til  wel  ny  the  day  bigan  to  sprynge. 

^Explicit    pritna   pars. 

^Sequitur  pars  secunda. 

The   worice    of   digestioun,    the   sleep, 

Gan    on    hem    wynke,    and    bad    hem 

taken   keep 
That  muchel  drynke  and  labour  wolde  65 

han   reste. 
And  with  a  galpyng  mouth  hem  alle  he 

keste, 

And  seyde  it  was  tyme  to  lye  adoun, 
ffor  blood  was  in  his  domynacioun. 
'Cherisseth  blood,  natures  freend,'  quod 

he. 
They  thanken  hym,  galpynge  by  two,  70 

by  thre, 
And  euery  wight  gan   drawe  hym  to 

his    reste; 
As  sleep  hem  bad,   they  tooke  it  for 

the  beste. 
^fHir(e)  dremes  shul  nat  been  ytoold 

for   me. 

fful  were  hir(e)  heddes  of  fumositee, 
That  causeth  dreem  of  which  ther  nys  75 

no  charge. 
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10676  —  10731 


[F  360-386] 

They    slepen,    til    that    it    was    pryme 

large, 

The  mooste  part,  but  it  were  Canacee. 

She  was  ful  mesurable,  as  wommen  be; 

ffor  of  hir  fader  hadde  she  take  leue 

80  To  goon   to   reste   soone  after   it  was 

eue. 

Hire  liste  nat  appalled  for  to  be, 
Ne   on   the    rnorvve   vnfeestlich   for   to 

se, 
And  slepte  hir  firste  sleep,  and  thanne 

awook. 

ffor  swich  a  ioye  she  in  hir  herte  took 
85  Bothe    of    hir   queynte    ryng   and    hir 

wirour, 
That    twenty    tyme    she    changed    hir 

colour, 

And  in  hir  sleep,  right  for  impresskwn 
Of  hir  wirour,  she  hadde  a  viskwn; 
Wherfore,  er  J>at  the  sonne  gan  vp 

glyde, 
90  She    cleped    on    hir    maistresse    hir(e) 

bisyde, 

And  seyde  that  hir(e)  liste  for  to  ryse. 
*[[Thise  olde  wommen  J>at  been  gladly 

wyse, 
As   is   hir   maistresse,    answerde   hir(e) 

anon, 
And   seyde,    '.Madame,    whider   wil   ye 

goon 
95  Thus  erly?  ffor  the  folk  been  alle  on 

reste.' 
*['!    wol,'    quod    she,    'arise,    for    me 

leste 
No    lenger    for    to    slepe,    and    walke 

aboute.' 
•[Hir    waistresse    clepeth    wommen    a 

greet  route, 
And    vp    they    rysen,    wel    an    ten    or 

twelue; 

00  Vp    riseth    fresshe    Canacee    hir-selue, 
As  rody^and  bright  as  dooth  the  yonge 

sonne, 
That    in    the    Ram    is    foure    degrees 

vp    ronne. 


[F  387-415] 

Noon  hyer  was  he  whan  she  redy  was, 
And    forth    she    walketh    esily    a-pas, 
Arrayed    after    the    lusty    seson    soote  05 
Lightly,    for    to    pleye    and    walke    on 

foote, 

Nat  but  with  fyue  or  sixe  of  hir  meynee, 
And  in  a  trench  forth  in  the  park 

gooth    she. 
^[The  vapour  which  J)at  fro  the  erthe 

glood 
Made    the    sonne    to    seme    rody~and  10 

brood, 

But  nathelees  it  was  so  fair  a  sighte, 
That  it  made  alle  hir(e)  hertes  for 

to    lighte, 
What  for  the  seson  and  the  morwen- 

ynge, 
And   for   the   foweles    that   she   herde 

synge; 
ffor   right   anon   she   wiste   what   they  15 

mente 
Right   by   hir  song,   and  knew  al  hir 

entente. 
^[The    knotte    why   J)at    euery   tale    is 

toold, 

If  it  be  taried  til  that  lust  be  coold 
Of  hem  JDat  han  it  after  herkned  yoore, 
The  sauour  passeth  euer  lenger  the  20 

moore 

ffor  fulsomnesse   of  his   prolixitee. 
And  by  the  same  resown  thynketh  me 
I    sholde    to    the    knotte   condescende, 
And  maken  of  hir  walkyng  soone  an 

ende. 
A    mydde    a    tree,    fordryed    as    whit  25 

as  chalk, 

As  Canacee  was  pleyyng  in  hir  walk, 
Ther  sat  a  ffaucon  ouer  hir  heed 

ful    hye, 

That  with  a  pitous  voys  so  gan  to  crye, 
That  al  the  wode  resouned  of  hir 

cry. 

Ybete[n]   hath   she  hir-self  so  pitously  30 
With   bothe   hir   wynges,    til  the   rede 

blood 
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[F  416—442] 

Ran  endelong  the  tree  ther-as  she  stood, 

And  euere  in  oon  she  cryde  alwey  and 

shrighte, 
And   with   hir   beek   hir-seluen  so  she 

prighte, 
35  That  ther  nys  /ygre,  ne  noon  so  crueel 

beest, 
That   dwelleth    outher   in   wode   or   in 

fforest, 
That  nolde  han  wept,  if  JDat  [s]he  wepe 

koude, 
ffor  sorwe  of  hir(e),  she  shrighte  alwey 

so    loude. 
40  ffor  ther   nas   neuere   no  man  yet  on 

lyue  — 

If  J)at  I  koude  a  ffaucon  wel  discryue  — 
That  herde  of  swich  another  of  fair- 

nesse, 

As   wel   of   plumage   as   of  gentillesse 
Of  shap,  and  al  that  myghte  yrekened 
45  be. 

A  ffaucon  peregryn  thanne  semed  she 
Of  fremde  Zand,  and  eueremoore,  as 

she    stood, 
She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lak[ke] 

of  blood, 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree. 
*j[This  faire  kynges  doghter  Canacee, 
That  on  hir  fynger  baar  the  queynte 


50  Thurgh     which    she    vnderstood     wel 

euery-thyng 

That  any  fowel  may  in  his  leden  seyn, 
And    koude    answere[n]    hym    in     his 

ledene    ageyn, 
Hath    vnderstonde    what    this    ffaucon 

seyde, 
And  wel  neigh  for  the  routhe  almoost 

she    deyde. 

55  And  to  the  tree  she  gooth  ful  hastily, 
And  on  this  ffaukon  looketh  pitously, 
And  heeld  hir  lappe  abrood,  for  wel 

she    wiste 
The  ffaukon  moste  fallen  fro  the  twiste, 


[F  443—471] 
Whan  hat  it  svvowned  next  for  lak[ke] 

of    blood. 
A   longe    while    to    wayten    hir(e)    she  60 

stood, 

Til  atte  laste  she  spak  in  this  manere 
Vn-to  the  hauk,  as  ye  shal  after  heere : 
•['What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to 

telle, 
That    ye    be    in    this    furial    pyne    of 

belle?' 

Quod  Canacee  vn-to  the  hauk  aboue,  65 
'Is  this  for  sorwe   of  deeth  or  los  of 

loue? 

ffor,  as  I  trowe,  thise  been  causes  two 
That  causeth  moost  a  gentil  herte  wo. 
Of  oother  harm  it  nedeth  nat  to  speke, 
ffor  ye  your(e)-self  vpon  youre-self  yow  70 

wreke, 
Which    proueth   wel    that   outher   loue 

or  drede 
Moot  been   enchesown   of  youre  cruel 

dede, 
Syn    J>at    I    see    noon    oother     wight 

yow   chace. 
ffor  loue  of  God !  as  dooth  youre-seluen 

grace, 
Or   what    may    been    youre    help;   for  75 

West  nor  Est 
Ne  saugh  I  neuere  er  now  no  bryd  ne 

beest 

That  ferde  with  hym-self  so  pitously. 
Ye  sle  me  with  youre  sorwe  verraily — 
I  haue  of  yow  so  greet  corapassioun  1 
ffor  Goddes  loue,  com  fro  the  tree  80 

adoun ! 

And  as  I  am  a  kynges  doghter  trewe, 
If  hat  I  verraily  the  cause  knewe 
Of  youre  disese,  if  it  lay  in  my  myght, 
I   wolde  amende[n]   it  er  hat  it  were 

nyght, 
As  wisly   helpe  me  the  grete   God  of  85 

kynde ! 

And  herbes  shal  I  right  ynowe  yfynde 
To  heele  with  youre  hurtes  hastily.' 
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[F  472-497] 

^[Tho  shrighte  this  ffaucon  moore  yet 

pitously 
Than  euer  she  dide,  and  fil  to  grounde 

anon, 
90  And    lith    aswowne    deed    and    lyk    a 

stoon, 
Til   Canacee   hath   in   hir   lappe   hir(e) 

take 
Vn-to   the    tyme    she    gan   of   swough 

awake. 
^[And  after  that  she  of  hir  swough  gan 

breyde, 
Right  in   hir   haukes   ledene  thus   she 

seyde : 
95  'That    pitee    renneth    soone    in    gentil 

herte, 
ffeelynge     his     similitude     in     peynes 

smerte, 

Is  preued  al-day,  as  men  may  it  see, 
As  wel  by  werk  as  by  ouctoritee; 
ffor    gentil    herte    kitheth    gentillesse. 
00  I'  se  wel  ye  han  of  my  distresse 
Compassion,    my   faire    Canacee, 
Of  verray   wommanly   benignytee, 
That  nature  in  your(e)  principles  hath 

[y]set. 

But  for  noon  hope  for  to  fare  the  bet, 
05  But    for    fobeye    vn-to    your(e)    herte 

free, 
And    for    to    make[n]    othere    be    war 

by  me, 

As  by  the  whelp  chasted  is  the  leon, 
Right  for  that  cause  and  for  that  con 
clusion, 

Whil  J)at  I  haue  a  leyser  and  a  space, 

10  Myn  harm  I  wol  confessen  er  I  pace.' 

^[And   euere   whil   J)at   oon   hir   sorwe 

tolde, 
That    oother    weep    as    she    to    water 

wolde, 
Til  that  the  ffaucon  bad  hir(e)  to  be 

stille; 


[F  498-525] 
And,  with  a  syk,  right  thus  she  seyde 

hir    wille : 
^['Ther   I    was   bred— alias   that   harde  15 

day!— 

And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  warbul  gray 
So  tendrely,   that   no-thyng   eyled  me, 
I  nyste  nat  what  was  aduersitee, 
Til  I  koude  flee  ful  hye  vnder  the  sky. 
Tho    dwelte    a    fercelet    me    faste    by,  20 
That  semed  welle   of   alle  gentillesse; 
Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  falsnesse, 
It  was  so  wrapped  vnder  humble  cheere, 
And  vnder  hewe   of  trouthe  in  swich 

manere, 

Vnder  plesance,  and  vnder  bisy  peyne,  25 
That  I  ne  koude  han  wend  he  koude 

f  eyne : 

So  depe  in  greyn  he  dyed  his  coloures. 
Right  as  a  serpent  hit  hym  vnder 

floures 

Til  he  may  seen  his  tyme  for  to  byte, 
Right  so  this  god  of  loue,  this  ypo-  30 

cryte, 
Booth  [so]  hise  cerymonyes  and  obeis- 

atmces, 
And  kepeth  in  semblant  alle  hise  obseru- 

aimces 

That  sowneth  in-to  gentillesse  of  loue, 
As  in  a  toumbe  is  al  the  faire  aboue, 
And  vnder  is  the  corps  swich  as  ye  35 

woot: 
Swich  was  this  ypocrite,   bothe  coold 

and   hoot; 

And  in  this  wise  he  serued  his  entente, 
That,  saue  the  feend,  noon  wiste  what 

he   mente. 
Til    he    so    longe    hadde    wopen    and 

compleyned, 
And   many~a   yeer  his   seruice   to   me  40 

feyned, 
Til  that   myn  herte,   to  pitous   and  to 

nyce, 
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[F  526-556] 

Al   innocent    of   his    corouned    malice, 
ffor-fered  of  his  deeth,  as  thoughte  me, 
Vpon    hise    othes    and    his    seuretee 
45  Graunted    hym    loue    vp-on    this    con- 

dicioun : 

That  eueremoore  myn  honour  and  re- 
noun 

Were  saued,  bothe  priuee  and  apert; 
This  is  to  seyn :  that  after  his  desert 
I  yaf  hym  al  myn  herte  and  al  my 

thoght— 
50  God     woot    and    he,     jpat    ootherwise 

noght — , 
And   took    his    herte    in    chaunge    for 

myn  for  ay. 
But  sooth  is  seyd — goon  sithen  many~a 

day — 
"A  trewe  wight  and  a  theef  thenken 

nat  oon." 
And  whan  he  saugh  the  thyng  so  fer 

ygoon, 
55  That  I  hadde  graunted  hym  fully  my 

loue 

In  swich  a  gyse  as  I  haue  seyd  aboue, 
And  yeuen  hym  my  trewe  herte  as  fre 
A's  he  swoor  he  yaf  his  herte  to  me : 
Anon  this  £igre  ful  of  doublenesse 
60  ffil    on    hise    knees    with    so     deuout 

humblesse, 
With  so   heigh  reuerence   and,   as   by 

his    cheere^ 

So  lyk  a  gentil  louere  of  manere, 
So  rauysshed  as  it  semed,  for  the  ^oye, 
That  neuere  lason,  ne  Parys  of  Troye— 
65  I'ason?  Certes,  ne  noon  oother  man 
Syn  Lameth  was,  J)at  alderfirst  bigan 
To  louen  two,  as  writen  folk  biforn — 
Ne  neuere,  syn  the  firste  man  was 

born, 
Ne   koude    man,    by   twenty   thousand 

part, 

70  Countrefete  the  sophymes  of  his  art, 
Ne  were  worthy^Vnbokelen  his  galoche, 
Ther  doublenesse  or  feynyng  sholde 

approche, 


[F  557-583] 
Ne   so   koude   thanke    a   wight   as   he 

dide  me! 

His  manere  was  an  heuene  for  to  se 
Til  any  womman,  were  she  neuer  so  75 

wys. 
So  peynted  he,  and  kembde  at  point 

deuys 

As  wel  hise  wordes  as  his  contenawnce; 
And  I  so  loued  hym  for  his  obeisawnce 
And  for  the  trouthe  I  denied  in  his 

herte, 
That,   if  so  were   that  any-thyng  hym  80 

smerte, 

Al  were  it  neuer  so  lite,  and  I  it  wiste, 
Me  thoughte  I  felte  deeth  myn  herte 

twiste. 
And  shortly,  so  ferforth  this  thyng  is 

went, 

That    my    wyl    was    his    willes    instru 
ment; 
This   is  to  seyn :   my  wyl  obeyed  his  85 

wyl 

In   alle   thyng   as   fer   as   reson  fit, 
Kepynge  the  boundes  of  my  worship(e) 

euere ; 
Ne    neuere    hadde    I    thyng    so    lief, 

ne   leuere, 
As    hym,    God   woot,    ne    neuere   shal 

namol 
This   laste[th]    lenger   than   a   yeer   or  90 

two, 
That   I    supposed   of   hym   noght   but 

good. 

But  finally,  thus  atte  laste  it  stood, 
That  ffortune  wolde  J>at  he  moste 

twynne 
Out   of    that    place    which   JDat    I    was 

inne. 

Wher  me  was  wo,  that  is  no  questiown —  95 
I  kan  nat  make  of  it  discripsiown. 
ffor  o   thyng  dar[e]    I   tellen   boldely: 
I   knowe  what  is   the  peyne  of  deeth 

ther-by; 
Swich  harm[e]  I  felte  for  he  ne  myghte 

bileue ! 
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[F  584-609] 

00  So  on  a  day  of  me  he  took  his  leue 
So  sorwefully  [eek],  that  I  wende  ver- 

raily 

That  he  had  felt  as  muche  harm  as  I, 
Whan   J>at    I    herde    hym    speke,    and 

saugh   his    hewe. 
But   nathelees    I    thoughte   he   was   so 

trewe, 

05  And  eek  J)at  he  repaire  sholde  ageyn 
With-«nne  a  litel  while,  sooth  to  seyn, 
And  resown  wolde  eek  that  he  moste  go 
ffor  his  honour,  as  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
That  I  made  vertu  of  necessitee, 
10  And  took  it  wel,  syn  hat  it  moste  be. 
As  I  best  myghte,  I  hidde  fro  hym 

my  sorwe, 
And  took  hym  by  the  hond,  seint  lohn 

to    borwe, 
And  seyde  hym  thus :  ".Lo,  I  am  youres 

all 
Beth   swich    as    I    to   yow   haue   been 

and   shal." 
15  What    he    answerde,    it    nedeth   noght 

reherce — 
Who  kan  seyw  bet  than  he?   Who  kan 

do  werse? 
Whan   he   hath   al    seyd,   thanne   hath 

he    doon. 
Therfore    "bihoueth    hir(e)   a   ful   long 

spoon 
That    shal    ete    with    a    feend" — thus 

herde    I    seye. 

20  So  atte  laste  he  moste  forth  his  weye, 
And   forth   he   fleeth   til   he   cam  ther 

hym  leste, 
Whan   it   cam   hym   to   purpos   for  to 

reste. 

I  trowe  he  hadde  thilke  text  in  mynde, 
That   "al[le]   thyng,   repayrynge  to  his 

kynde, 
25  Gladeth  hym-self"— thus  seyn  men,  as 

I  gesse,f) 


IF  610-634] 
Men    loue[n]    of    propre    kynde    newe- 

fangelnesse, 
As   briddes   doon   that    men   in   cages 

fede. 
ffor  though  thou  nyght  and  day  take 

of   hem    hede, 
And   strawe   hir   cage   faire   and   softe 

as  silk, 
And    yeue    hem    sugre,    hony,    breed,  3( 

and  milk, 
Yet   right    anon,    as    that    his    dore   is 

vppe, 
He    with    his   feet    wol    spurne    adoun 

hfs    cuppe, 
And  to  the  wode  he  wol[e],  and  wormes 

ete. 

So  newefangel  been  they  of  hir  mete, 
And  louen  nouelrie  of  propre  kynde —  3! 
No  gentillesse   of  blood   ne  may   hem 

bynde. 

^[So  ferde  this  tercelet — alias  the  day! 
Though    he    were   gentil    bore,    fressh, 

and    gay, 
And  goodlich  for  to  scene,  humble,  and 

free. 

He   saugh  vp-on  a   tyme  a  kyte  flee,  4( 
And   sodeynly   he   loued   this  kyte   so, 
That  al  his  loue  is  clene  fro  me  ago, 
And   hath    his    trouthe    falsed   in   this 

wyse. 
Thus    hath    the   kyte    my   loue   in  hir 

seruyse, 

And    I    am   lorn    with-outen   remedie!'  4i 
And  with  that  word  this  ffaucon  gan 

to   crie, 

And   swowned   eft   in   Canacees  barm. 
*[  Greet  was  the  sorwe  for  the  haukes 

harm 
That   Canacee   and   alle    hir   wommen 

made; 
They     nyste     hou     they     myghte     the  5C 

ffaucon   glade. 
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But  Canacee  horn  bereth  hir(e)  in  hir 

lappe, 
And    softely     in    piastres    gan     hir(e) 

wrappe 
Ther-as  she  with  hir  beek  hadde  hurt 

hir-selue. 

Now  kan  nat  Canacee  but  herbes  delue 
55  Out   of  the  ground,    and   make   saues 

newe 

Of  herbes  preciouse  and  fyne  of  h'ewe, 
To    heelen    with    this    hauJc  ;    fro    day 

to  nyght 
She  dooth  hir  bisynesse  and  hir  fulle 

myght, 
And  by  hir  beddes  heed  she  made  a 

wewe, 

60  And  couered   it  with  veluettes   blewe, 
In  signe  of  throuthe  that  is  in  wommen 

sene. 
And  al  with-oute  the  wewe  is  peynted 

grene, 
In   which    [ther]   were    [y]peynted   alle 

thise    false    fowles, 
As  beth  thise  tidyues,  tercelettes,  and 

owles; 
65  Right    for    despit    were    peynted    hem 

bisyde 
[And]   pyes,    on   hem   for   to   crie  and 

chyde. 
lete   I   Canacee   hir  hauk  kep- 

yng; 

I   wol   namoore   as   now  speke  of  hir 

ryng, 

Til  it  come  eft  to  purpos  for  to  seyn 
70  How   that    this    ffaucon    gat    hir   loue 

ageyn 

Repentant,    as    the   storie   telleth   vs, 
By  mediacion  of  Cambalus, 
The  kynges  sone,  of  which  I   to  yow 

tolde. 
But    hennes-forth     I    wol    my    proces 

holde 


[F  659-678] 
To  speke[n]   of  auentures   and  of  bat-  75 

ailles, 
That    neuere    yet    was    herd    so    grete 

meruailles. 
^[f first   wol   I   telle   yow  of   Cambyus- 

kan, 

That  in  his  tyme  many~a  citee  wan; 
And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Algarsif, 
How   that    he    wan    Theodera    to    his  80 

wif, 
ffor  whom  ful  ofte   in  greet  peril  he 

was, 
Ne  hadde  he  be  holpen  by  the  steede 

of  bras; 

And  after  wol  I  speke  of  Cambalo, 
That  faught  in  lystes  with  the  bretheren 

two 
For  Canacee,  er  that  he  myghte  hir(e)  85 

wynne ; 

And  ther  I  lefte  I  wol  ayeyn  bigynne. 
^Explicit  sectinda  pars. 

^Incipit   pars   tercia. 
Appollo  whirleth  vp  his  chaar  so  hye, 
Til  that  the  god  Mercurius  hous,  the 

slye    .  .  . 


13.  The  Frankeleyns  Tale. 

a)  ^[Heere  folwen  the  wordes  of  the 
ffrankelyn  to  the  Squier  and  the 
wordes  of  the  boost  to  the  ffrankelyn. 

'In  feith,   Squier,  thow   hast  thee  wel 

yquit 

And   gentilly!    I    preise    wel   thy   wit,'  90 
Quod    the    ffrankeleyn,    'considerynge 

thy    yowthe, 
So  feelyngly  thou  spekest  sire,  I  allowe- 

the; 
As  to  my  doom,  ther  is  noon  that  is 

heere 
Of  eloquence  that  shal   be  thy  peere, 


10955.  salues  D.,  etc.  (Sk.,  Gl.).  57.  hauk  f.  E.  58.  hir  fulle  E.,  al  hir  He.,  etc. 
(Sk.,  Gl.).  63.  ther,  ypeynted  E.  66.  And  f.  C.P.L.S1. ;  fcletfct  And,  ift  66  nadj  Tw.  (Gl.) 
t>or  65  511  ftellen.  73.  which  that  D.,  whiche  L.S1.  (Sk.,  GL);  to  yow  He.  75.  speke 
He.D.C.  (Sk.)  80.  Theodera  E.D.,  Theodora  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  87/88.  f.  D.;  L.  Ijat  ftatt 
beren  8  uned)te  SSerje;  barauf  Explicit  fabula  Armigeri.  ^ad)  86:  Here  endith  the  Sq.  t., 
as  meche  as  Chaucer  made  D.;  ttarf)  88:  Here  endej)  J)e  squiers  tale  P.,  ...  })e  t.  of  J)e 
sq.  SI.  —  10989—11044.  f.  G.  [2  St.  auSger.;  f.  10931]  (bafiir  SI.);  10989—11069.  Eg.  fur 
D.  [1  931.  auSQer.];  10989—11024.  aitgflelajfen  C.  (bafur  Lau.),  L.  (Ad.);  10989—11540.  f.  H.* 
[8  831.  ail§oer.;  \.  10933].  ~  91-  ffrankeleyn  E.Eg.Lau.Ad.,  Marchant  He.P.Sl.;  id.  11012  it.  15. 

14* 


212 


13.  The  Frankeleyns  Tale. 


10995  —  11047 


[F  679-707] 
95  If    that    thou    lyue;    God    yeue    thee 

good  chaunce, 

And  in  vertu  sends  thee  continuaunce ! 
ffor  of  thy  speche  I  haue  greet  deyn- 

tee. 

I  haue  a  sone,  and  by  the  Trinitee! 
I  hadde  leuere  than  twenty  pound  worth 

lond, 
00  Though    it    right   now    were   fallen   in 

myn    hond, 

He  were  a  man  of  swich  discreciown 
As  that  ye  been;  fy  on  possessiown 
But    if    a    man    be    vertuous    with-al! 
I    haue    my    sone    snybbed    and    yet 

shal, 

05  ffor  he  to  vertu  list[n]eth  nat  entende, 
But  for  to  pleye  at  dees,  and  to  des- 

pende, 

And  lese  al  that  he  hath,  is  his  Vsage. 

And  he  hath  leuere  talken  with  a  page 

Than  to  comune  with  any  gentil  wight, 

10  There     he     myghte     lerne     gentillesse 

aright.' 
1"  'Straw  for  your(e)  gentillesse  1'  quod 

oure  hoost, 
'What,   ffrankeleyn!    pardee,   sire,    wel 

thou  woost 

That  ech  of  yow  moot  tellen  atte  leste 

A  tale  or  two,  or  breken  his  biheste.' 

15  ^['That  knowe   I   wel,   sir?/  quod  the 

ffrankeleyn, 

'I  preye  yow,  haueth  me  nat  in  desdeyn 
Though  to  this  man  I  speke  a  word 

or  two.' 
^['Telle  on  thy  tale  with-outen  wordes 

mo!' 
^['Gladly,     sire    hoost,'     quod    he,    'I 

wol[e]  obeye 
20  Vn-to  youre   wyl;   now   herkneth  what 

I  seye! 

I  wol  yow  nat  contrarien  in  no  wyse, 
As  fer  as  that  my  wittes  wol  suffyse; 
I  preye  to  God  that  it  may  plesen 

yow, 


[F  708-731] 

Thanne    woot    I    wel    that    it   is   good 
ynow.'  *) 

^Explicit. 

b)  JfThe  Prologe  of  the  ffrankeleyns 
tale.**) 

Thise  olde  gentil  Britowns  in  hir  dayes  21 
Of  diuerse   auentures   maden  layes, 
Rymeyed    in    hir    firste    Briton   tonge, 
Whiche  layes  with  hir  instrumentz  they 

songe, 

Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  plesaimce, 
And   oon   of   hem   haue    I    in  remem-  3 

bratmce, 
Which  I   shal  seyn  with  good  wyl  as 

I  kan. 
^[But,   sires,    by   cause    I    am   a   burel 

man, 

At  my  bigynnyng  first  I  yow  biseche 
Haue  me  excused  of  my  rude  speche; 
I   lerned   neuere   rethorik   certeyn.          3 
Thyng  J>at   I   speke,   it  moot   be  bare 

and    pleyn. 
I   sleep  neuere  on  the  mount  of  Par- 

naso,f) 

Ne  lerned  Marcus  Tullius  Scithero. 
Colours   ne   knowe   I    none,   withouten 

drede, 
But   swiche   colours  as   growen  in  the  4 


Or  elles  swiche  as  men  dye  or  peynte  — 
Colours     of     rethoryk     been     to     me 

queynte; 
My  spirit  .  f  eeleth  noght  of  swich  ma- 

teere. 
But,  if  yow  list,  my  tale  shul  ye  heere. 

c)  flf  Heere  bigynneth  the  ffrankeleyns 
tale.***) 

IN   Armorik,   that  called  is   Britayne,  4 
Ther  was  a  knyght  J>at  loued  and  dide 

his  payne 
To   serue    a   lady    in   his    beste   wise; 
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[F  732-759J 

And    many~a    labour,    many~a    greet 

emprise 
He  for  his  lady  wroghte,  er  she  were 

wonne. 
50  ffor   she    was   oon   the   faireste   vnder 

sonne, 
And   eek  therto  come[n]    of  so   heigh 

kynrede, 
That  wel  vnnethes  dorste  this  knyght 

for    drede 
Telle  hir(e)  his  wo,  his  peyne,  and  his 

distresse. 

But  atte  laste  she  for  his  worthynesse, 

55  And  namely  for  his  meke  obeysawnce, 

Hath  swich  a  pitee  caught  of  his  pen- 

awnce, 

That    pryuely    she    fil    of    his    accord 
To  take   hym  for  hir  housbonde  and 

hir  lord, 
Of  swich  lordshipe  as   men  han  ouer 

hir  wyues. 
60  And  for   to  lede   the  moore   in  blisse 

hir  lyues, 
Of  his  free  wyl  he  swoor  hir(e)  as  a 

knyght 
That  neuere  in  al  his  lyf  he,  day  ne 

nyght, 

Ne  sholde  vp-on  hym  take  no  maistrie 

Agayn  hir  wyl,  ne  kithe  hir(e)  ialousie, 

65  But   hir(e)    obeye,    and   folwe   hir   wyl 

in  al, 

As  any  louere  to  his  lady  shal; 
Saue  that  the  name  of  soueraynetee, 
That  wolde  he  haue  for  shame  of  his 

degree. 
^fShe  thanked  hym,  and  with  ful  greet 

humblesse 

70  She  seyde,  '$ire,  sith  of  youre  gentilesse 
Ye  profre  me  to  haue  so  large  a  reyne, 
Ne  wolde  neuere  God  bitwixe  vs 

tweyne, 
As  in  my  gilt,   were  outher  werre  or 

stryf. 
Sir(e),  I  wol  be  your(e)  humble  trewe 

wyf — 
75  Haue   heer   my  trouthe! — til   J)at   myn 

herte    breste !' 


[F  760-787] 
Thus   been  they  bothe   in  quiete   and 

in  reste. 
^[ffor    o    thyng,    sires,    saufly    dar    I 

seye, 
That   freendes    euerych    oother    moote 

obeye, 

If  they  wol  longe  holden  compaignye; 
Loue    wol    nat    been    constreyned    by  80 

maistrye. 
Whan  maistrie  comth,  the  god  of  loue 

anon 
Beteth   hise   wynges,   and   far[e]wel! — 

he  is  gon. 

Loue   is   a  thyng   as   any   spirit  free; 
Wommen    of    kynde    desiren    libertee, 
And  nat  to  been  constreyned  as  a  thral ;  85 
And  so   doon  men,   if   I   sooth  seyen 

shal. 

Looke,  who  J)at  is  moost  pacient  in  loue, 
He   is   at   his    auanta^e   al   aboue. 
Pacience   is   an   heigh   vertu,    certeyn; 
ffor    it    venquysseth,    as    thise    clerkes  90 

seyn, 
Thynges     J>at    rigour     sholde     neuere 

atteyne; 
ffor  euery  word  men  may  nat  chide  or 

pleyne. 
Lerneth  to   suffre,   or   elles — so   moote 

I  goon — 
Ye  shul   it  lerne,   wher-so  ye  wole  or 

noon; 
ffor    in    this    world,    certein,    ther    no  95 

wight  is 
That  he  ne  dooth   or  seith  som-tyme 

amys. 

I're,  siknesse,  or  constellackwn, 
Wyn,    wo,    or    chaungynge    of    com- 

plexiozm 
Causeth    ful    ofte    to    doon    amys    or 

speken. 
On  euery  wrong  a   man  may  nat  be  00 

wreken; 

After  the  tyme  moste  be  temperawnce 
To    euery   wight   J>at    kan   on   gouern- 

awnce. 
And   therfore    hath    this    wise    worthy 

knyght, 
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[F  788-815] 

To  lyue  in  ese,  suffrance  hir(e)  bihight, 

05  And  she  to  hym  ful  wisly  gan  to  swere 

That    neuere    sholde    ther    be    defaute 

in    here. 
*THeere    may    men    seen    an    humble 

wys  accord; 
Thus  hath  she  take  hir  seruant  and  hir 

lord— 

Seruant  in  loue,  and  lord  in  manage; 
10  Thanne  was  he  bothe  in  lordshipe  and 

seruage  ? 

Seruage?   .A7ay,  but  in  lordshipe  aboue, 
Sith   he   hath  bothe   his  lady  and  his 

loue; 

His    lady,    certes,    and    his    wyf    also, 
The  which  bat  lawe  of  loue  acordeth 

to. 

15  And  whan  he  was  in  this  prosperitee, 
Room   with   his   wyf   he   gooth  to  his 

contree, 
Nat  fer  fro  Pedmark,  ther  his  dwellyng 

was, 
Where-as   he   lyueth   in   blisse   and   in 

solas. 
fiWho    koude    telle,     but    he     hadde 

wedded  be, 

20  The  ioye,  the  ese,  and  the  prosperitee 
That  is  bitwixe  an  housbonde  and  his 

wyf? — 
A  yeer  and  moore   lasted  this   blisful 

lyf, 

Til  }>at  the  knyght  of  which  I  speke 
of  thus, 

That  of  .Eayrrud  was  cleped  Arueragus, 
25  Shoop  hym  to  goon  and  dwelle  a  yeer 
or  tweyne 

In    Engelond,    that    cleped    was     eek 
Briteyne, 

To  seke  in  armes  worship(e)  and  hon 
our — 

ffor  ai  his  lust  he  sette  in  swich  lab 
our — , 

And  dwelled  there  two  yeer:  the  book 

seith  thus. 
30  ^[Now  wol  I  stynte[n]  of  this  Arueragus, 

And    speke[n]    I    wol[e]    of    Dorigene, 
his  wyf, 


[F  816-844] 
That  loueth  hir  housbonde  as  hir  hertes 

lyf. 

ffor  his  absence  wepeth  she  and  siketh, 
As  doon  thise  noble  wyues  whan  hem 

liketh; 
She    moorneth,    waketh,    wayleth,    fast-  35 

eth,    pleyneth; 
Desir  of  his  presence  hir(e)  so  distreyn- 

eth, 
That  al  this  wyde   world  she  sette  at 

noght. 
Hir(e)  freendes,  whiche  J)at  knewe  hir 

heuy  thoght, 

Conforten  hir(e)  in  al  J>at  euer  they  may ; 
They  prechen  hir(e),  they  telle  hir(e),  40 

nyght    and    day, 

That  causelees  she  sleeth  hir-self,  alias ! 
And  euery  confort  possible  in  this  cas 
They  doon  to  hir(e)  with  alp]  hir 

bisynesse, 
Al  for  to  make   hir(e)   leue   hir  heuy- 

nesse. 

^[By  proces,  as  ye  knowen  euerichoon,  45 
Men  may  so  longe  grauen  in  a  stoon, 
Til  som  figure  ther-inne  emprented  be. 
So  longe  han  they  conforted  hir(e),  til 

she 

Receyued   hath,    by   hope   and   by   re- 
sown, 

The   emprentyng  of   hir  consolaciotm,  50 
Thurgh    which    hir    grete    sorwe    gan 

aswage  ; 
She    may    nat   alwey    duren    in   swich 

rage. 

^[And  eek  Arueragus,  in  al  this  care, 
Hath  sent  hir(e)  lettres  hoom  of  his 

welfare, 

And  J)at  he  wol  come   hastily  agayn,  55 
Or   elles    hadde   this    sorwe   hir   herte 

slayn. 
^fHir(e)  freendes  sawe  hir  sorwe  gan 

to   slake, 
And  preyde  hir(e)  on  knees,  for  Goddes 

sake, 
To   come    and   romen    hir(e)    in    com- 

paignye, 
Awey    to    dryue    hir    derke    fantasye;  60 
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[F  845-870] 

And  finally  she  graunted  that  requeste, 

ffor  wel  she  saugh  that  it  was  for  the 

beste. 
stood    hir   castel    faste    by   the 

see, 
And  often  with  hir(e)  freendes  walketh 

shee, 
65  Hir(e)  to  disporte,  vp-on  the  bank  an- 

heigh, 
Where  as  she  many~a  ship  and  barge 

seigh, 
Seillynge  hir  cours,  wher-as  hem  liste 

go- 
But  thanne   was  that  a  parcel  of  hir 

wo; 
ffor   to   hir-self  ful    ofte    'J.llas!'   seith 

she, 

70  'Is  ther  no  ship,  of  so  manye~as  I  se, 
Wol  bryngen  horn  my  lord?    Thanne 

were    myn   herte 
Al    warisshed    of    hise    bittre    peynes 

smerte !' 
^[Another   tyme   ther   wolde    she   sitte 

and    thynke, 
And  caste  hir  [ejye'n  doimward  fro  the 

brynke. 
75  But  whan  she  saugh  the  grisly  rokkes 

blake, 
ffor   verray   feere   so   wolde   hir   herte 

quake, 
That  on  hir(e)  feet  she  myghte  hir(e) 

noght    sustene. 
Thanne   wolde    she   sitte    adoun   vpon 

the  grene, 

And    pitously    in-to    the    see    biholde, 
80  And    seyn    right    thus,    with    sorweful 

sikes    colde : 
^"'Eterne  God!  that  thurgh  thy  puruei- 

aunce 
Ledest   the    world   by    certein    gouern- 

aunce, 
In    ydel,    as    men    seyn,    ye    no-thyng 

make. 
But,  .Lord,  thise  grisly,  feendly  rokkes 

blake, 

85  That    semen    rather   a    foul    confusion 
Of  werk  than  any  fair  creacion 


IF  871-896] 
Of    swich    a    parfit    wys    God    and    a 

stable- 
Why    han    ye    wroght    this    werk    vn- 

resonable  ? 
ffor    by    this    werk    South,    North,    ne 

West,  ne  Eest, 
Ther  nys   yfostred   man,    ne   bryd,   ne  90 

beest  ; 
It    dooth    no    good,    to    my    wit,    but 

anoyeth. 
Se    ye    nat,    Lord,    how    mankynde    it 

destroyeth  ? 

An  hundred  thousand  bodyes  of  man 
kynde 
Han  rokkes  slayn,  al   be  they  nat  in 

mynde ; 
WThich    mankynde    is   so    fair    part   of  95 

thy   werk, 
That  thou  it  madest  lyk  to  thyn  owene 

merk. 
^[Thanne  semed  it  ye  hadde  a  greet 

chiertee 
Toward    mankynde;    but    how    thanne 

may   it   bee 
That    ye    swiche    meenes    make    it    to 

destroyen? 
Whiche  meenes  do  no  good,  but  euere  00 

anoyen. 
I  woot  wel  clerkes  wol  seyn,  as  hem 

leste, 

By  argumentz  that  al  is  for  the  beste, 
Though     I    ne    kan    the     causes    nat 

yknowe  ; 
But   thilke    God   that    made    wynd   to 

blowe, 

As  kepe  my  lord !  this  my  conclusion —  05 
To  clerkes  lete   I   al  [this]   disputison. 
But  wolde  God  that  alle  thise  rokkes 

blake 

Were  sonken  in:to  helle  for  his  sake! 
Thise  rokkes  sleen  myn  herte  for  the 

feere.' 
Thus    wolde    she    seyn    with    many~a   10 

pitous   teere. 
*[Hir(e)  freendes  sawe  that  it  was  no 

disport 
To  romen  by  the  see,  but  disconfort, 
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[F  897-925] 

And    shopen    for    to    pleyen    somwher 

elles. 
They  leden  hir(e)  by  ryueres  and  by 

welles, 

5  And  eek   by  othere   places   delitables; 
They  dauncen  and  they  pleye[n]  at  ches 

and  tables. 
^So  on   a   day,   right   in   the   morwe- 

tyde, 

Vn-to  a  gardyn  that  was  ther  bisyde, 
In   which   that   they   hadde   maad   hir 

ordinawnce 

0  Of  vitaille  and  of  oother  purueiawnce, 
They  goon  and  pleye  hem  al  the  longe 

day; 
And   this   was   on   the  sixte   morwe  of 

May, 
Which   May   hadde   peynted   with   his 

softe    shoures 

This  gardyn  ful  of  leues  and  of  floures, 
5  And  craft  of  mannes  hand  so  curious- 

iy 

Arrayed    hadde    this    gardyn    trewely, 
That  neuere  was  ther  gardyn  of  swich 

prys, 

But    if    it    were    the    verray    Paradys. 
»  The  odour  of  floures  and  the  fresshe 

sighte 

0  Wolde  han  maked  any  herte  lighte 
That  euere  was  born,   but  if  to  greet 

siknesse 

Or  to  greet  sorwe  helde  it  in  distresse: 
So  ful  it  was  of  beautee  with  plesawnce. 
At  after  dyner  gonne  they  to  daunce, 
(5  And  synge  also,  saue  Dorigene  allone, 
Which  made  alwey  hir  compleint  and 

hir  moone; 
ffor  she  ne  saugh  hym  on  the  daunce 

go 
That  was  hir  housbonde  and  hir  loue 

also. 

But  nathelees  she  moste  a  tyme  abyde, 
K)  And   with    good   hope   lete   hir   sorwe 

slyde. 
^[Vp-on  this   daunce,   amonges   othere 

men, 


[F  926—953] 

Daunced  a  squier   biforn   Dorigen 
That  fressher  was  and  iolyer  of  array, 
As  to   my  doom,   than  is  the  monthe 

of  May. 
He   syngeth,    daunceth,    passynge   any  45 

man 
That    is,    or   was,    sith   J)at   the   world 

bigan; 
Ther-with  he  was,  if  men  sholde  hym 

discryue, 

Oon  of  the  beste  farynge  man  on  lyue : 
Yong,  strong,  right  vertuous,  and  riche, 

and  wys, 
And  wel  biloued  and  holden  in  greet  50 

prys. 

And  shortly,  if  the  sothe  I  tellen  shal, 
Vnwityng   of   this   Dorigen   at   al, 
This  lusty  squier,  seruant  to  Venus, 
Which  that  ycleped  was  Aurelius, 
Hadde  loued  hir(e)  best  of  any  crea-  55 

ture 
Two  yeer  and  moore,  as  was  his  auen- 

ture, 
But    neuere    dorste    he    telle[n]    hir(e) 

his   greuaitnce; 
With-outen  coppe  he  drank  al  his  pen- 

awnce. 
He    was    despeyred — no-thyng    dorste 

he  seye, 
Saue  in  his  songes  somwhat  wolde  he  60 

wreye 

His  wo,  as  in  a  general  compleynyng; 
He  seyde  he  louede,  and  was  biloued 

no-thyng. 

Of  swich  matere  made  he  manye  layes, 
Songes,    compleintes,    roundels,     vire- 

layes, 

How  that  he  dorste  nat  his  sorwe  telle,  65 
But   langwissheth   as    [a]    furye    dooth 

in    helle; 
And  dye  he  moste,  he  seyde,  as  dide 

Ekko 
ffor  Narcisus,  that  dorste  nat  telle  hir 

wo. 
In  oother   manere   than   ye  heere   me 

seye 
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[F  954-981] 
70  Ne    dorste    he    nat    to    hir(e)    his    wo 

biwreye, 
Saue    that    parauenture    sorn-tyme     at 

daunces, 

Ther  yonge  folk  kepen  hir  obseruaunces, 
It  may  wel  be  he  looked  on  hir  face 
In  swich  a  wise  as  man  pat  asketh 

grace; 

75  But  no-thyng  wiste  she  of  his  entente. 
Nathelees  it  happed,  er  they  thennes 

wente, 

By  cause  that  he  was  hir  weighebour, 
And  was  a  man  of  worship(e)  and 

honour, 
And    hadde    yknowen    hym    of    tyme 

yoore, 
80  They  fille  in  speche,  and  forth  moore 

and  moore 

Vn-to  his  purpos  drough  Aurelius, 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme,  he  seyde 

thus: 
*[[ 'Madame,'    quod    he,    'by    God    that 

this  world  made, 
So    that     I    wiste    it    myghte    your(e) 

herte  glade, 

85  I  wolde  that  day  that  youre  Arueragus 
Wente  ouer  the  see,  that  I,  Aurelius, 
Hadde  went  ther,  neuere  I  sholde  haue 

come    agayn! 

ffor  wel  I  woot  my  seruice  is  in  vayn, 
My  gerdon  is  but  brestyng  of  myn 

herte— 
90  Madame,     reweth     vpon     my     peynes 

smerte  1 
ffor   with    a   word    ye    may   me    sleen 

or  saue. 
Heere  at  your(e)  feet   God  wolde  pat 

I   were   graue! 
I  ne  haue  as  now  no  leyser  moore  to 

seye — 
Haue    mercy,    sweete,    or    ye    wol    do 

me  deye!' 

95  •[[She  gan  to  looke  vp-on  Aurelius: 
'Is  this  youre  wyl,'  quod  she,  'and 

seye   ye   thus  ? 
Neuere   erst,'    quod    she,    'ne    wiste    I 

what    ye    mente, 


[F  982—1008] 

But  now,  Aurelie,~I  knowe  youre  en 
tente. 
By  thilke  God  that  yaf  me  soule  and 

lyf! 

Ne   shal    I    neuere    been  vntrewe   wyf  00 
In   word   ne   werk,    as   fer   as    I    haue 

wit; 
I    wol    been   his    to   whom   pat    I    am 

knyt. 

Taak  this  for  fynal  answer(e)  as  of  me.' 
But  after  that  in  pley  thus  seyde  she: 
^['Aurelie,'  quod  she,  'by  heighe  God  05 

aboue ! 
Yet    wolde    I    graunte    yow    to    been 

your(e)  loue, 

Syn  I  yow  se  so  pitously  complayne : 
Looke,  what  day  that  endelong  Bri- 

tayne 
Ye    remoeue    alle    the    rokkes,     stoon 

by    stoon, 
That   they    ne    lette    ship    ne    boot   to  10 

goon — 
I   seye,  whan  ye  han  maad  the  coost 

so  clene 

Of  rokkes,  that  ther  nys  no  stoon  ysene, 
Thanne  wol  I  loue  yow  best  of  any 

man — 
Haue  heer  my  trouthe ! — in  al  pat  euere 

I    kan.f 
^f'ls  ther  noon  oother  grace  in  yow?'   15 

quod  he. 
^T'No,   by  that  lord/  quod  she,  'that 

maked  me! 
ffor    wel    I    woot    pat    it    shal    neuer 

bityde. 
Lat  swiche  folies  out  of  your(e)  herte 

slyde ! 
What   deyntee   sholde   a   man   han   in 

his  lyf 

ffor  to  go  loue   another  mannes  wyf,  20 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  pat  hym 

liketh?' 

^[Aurelius    ful    ofte    soore    siketh. 
Wo    was    Aurelie    whan    pat    he    this 

herde, 
And    with    a    sorweful    herte    he    thus 

answerde : 
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[F  1009—1034] 
25  ^['Madame,'    quod    he,    'this    were    an 

inpossible! 
Thanne    moot    I    dye    of   sodeyn   deth 

horrible — ' 
And   with   that   word   he   turned   hym 

anon. 
Tho  coome  hir  othere  freendes  many 

con, 
And   in   the   aleyes    romeden   vp   and 

doun, 

30  And  no-thyng  wiste  of  this  conclusioun, 
But  sodeynly  bigonne  reuel  newe, 
Til   that    the    brighte    sonne    loste   his 

hewe, 
ffor  thorisonte  hath  reft  the  sonne  his 

lyght— 
This   is   as   muche  to  seye   as:  it   was 

nyght. 
35  And  hoom  they  goon   in  ioye  and  in 

solas, 

Saue  oonly  wrecche  Aurelius — alias! 
He  to  his  hous  is  goon  with  sorwe- 

ful    herte. 
He   seeth   he   may   nat   fro   his   deeth 

asterte ; 
Hym    semed    that    he    felte    his    herte 

colde. 
40  Vp    to    the    heuene    hise    handes    he 

gan  holde, 
And    on    hise    knowes    bare    he    sette 

hym  doun, 

And  in  his  rauyng  seyde  his  orisoun. 
ffor  verray  wo  out  of  his  wit  he  breyde ; 
He  nyste  what  he  spak,  but  thus  he 

seyde — 
45  With  pitous   herte  his  pleynt  hath  he 

bigonne 
Vn-to  the  goddes,  and  first  vn-to  the 

sonne : 
^[He  seyde,  'Appollo,  god  and  gouern- 

our 
Of    euery    plaunte,    herbe,    tree,    and 

flour, 

That    yeuest,    after    thy    declinackmn,    j 
50  To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  se-    | 

sown, 


[F  1035-1063] 
As  thyn  herberwe  chaungeth  lowe  or 

heighe, 

Lord  Phebus !  caste  thy  merciable  eighe 
On  wrecche  Aurelie,  which  ^at  am  but 

lorn! 

Lo  lord !  my  lady  hath  my  deeth  ysworn 
With-oute  gilt,  but  thy  benignytee          55 
Vpon  my  dedly  herte  haue  som  pitee. 
ffor  wel   I  woot,   lord  Phebus,   if  yow 

lest, 
Ye    may    me    helpen,    saue    my    lady, 

best. 
Now    voucheth-sauf    JDat    I    may    yow 

deuyse 
How  {)at  I  may  been  holpe[n]  and  in  60 

what    wyse. 
*[Your(e)    blisful    suster,    Lucina     the 

sheene, 
That    of    the    see    is    chief    goddesse 

and  queene, 
Though  Neptunus   haue  deitee   in  the 

see, 

Yet  emperisse  abouen  hym  is  she. 
Ye  knowe[n]   wel,   lord,   that  right  as  65 

hir  desir 
Is  to  be  quyked  and  lightned  of  youre 

fir- 

ffor  which  she  folweth  yow  ful  bisily — , 
Right  so  the  see  desireth  naturelly 
To  folwen  hir(e)  as  she  that  is  goddesse 
Bothe  in  the  see  and  ruyeres  moore  70 

and  lesse. 
Wherfore,    lord    Phebus,    this    is    my 

requeste — 
Do    this    miracle,    or    do    myn    herte 

breste — : 

That  now,  next  at  this  opposicion, 
Which  in  the  signe  shal  be  of  the 

icon, 
As    preieth    hir(e)    so    greet    a    flood  75 

to   brynge, 
That  fyue  fadme  at  the  leeste  it  ouer- 

sprynge 

The  hyeste  rokke  in  Armorik  Briteyne, 
And  lat  this  flood  endure  yeres  tweyne. 
Thanne  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  seye: 
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[F  1064 — IO9OJ 
80  "Holdeth  youre  heste — the  rokkes  been 

aweye!" 
^[Lord  Phebus,  dooth  this  miracle  for 

me  I 
Preye    hir(e)    she   go    no   faster   cours 

than  ye. 

I  seye :  preyeth  your  suster  that  she  go 
No   faster   cours   than    ye   thise   yeres 

two. 
85  Thanne  shal  she  been  euene  atte  ful 

alway, 
And    spryng-flood    laste    bothe    nyght 

and    day. 
And,    but    she    vouche-sauf    in    swich 

manere 

To  graunte  me  my  souereyn  lady  deere, 
Preye     hir(e)    to     synken    euery     rok 

adoun 
90  In-to  hir  owene  dirke  regioun 

Vnder  the  ground,  ther  Pluto  dwelleth 

inne, 

Or  neuere  mo  shal  I  my  lady  wynne. 
Thy   temple    in    Delphos    wol    I    bare 
foot  seke, 
Lord    Phebus!     Se   the    teeris    on    my 

cheke, 
95  And    of    my    peyne    haue    som    com- 

passioun!' 
And  with  that  word  in  swowne  he  fil 

adoun, 
And    longe    tyme    he    lay    forth    in   a 

traunce. 
^[His  brother,  which  £>at  knew  of  his 

penaunce, 
Vp    caughte    hym,    and    to    bedde    he 

hath   hym   broght. 
00  Dispeyred    in    this    torment    and    this 

thoght, 

Lete    I    this    woful    creature    lye; 
Chese    he    for    me    wheither    he    wol 

lyue  or  dye. 

Arueragus  with  heele  and   greet   hon 
our, 

As  he  J>at  was  of  chiualrie  the  flour, 
05  Is    comen    hoom,    and    othere    worthy 

men. 
O    blisful    artow    now,    thou    Dorigen, 


[F  1091—1120] 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbonde  in  thyne 

armes, 
The  fresshe  knyght,  the  worthy  man  of 

armes, 
That  loueth  thee  as  his  owene  hertes 

'  lyf! 

No-thyng  list  hym  to  been  ymaginatyf  10 
If  any  wight  had  spoke,  whil  he  was 

oute, 
To   hire   of  loue;    he   hadde   of  it   no 

doute. 
He  noght  entendeth  to  no  swich  ma- 

teere, 
But    daunceth,    nisteth,    maketh    hir(e) 

good    cheere; 
And    thus    in    ioye    and    blisse    I    lete   15 

hem    dwelle, 
And  of  the  sike  Aurelius  I  wol  [yow] 

telle. 

IN  langour  and  in  torment  furyus 
Two  yeer  and  moore  lay  wrecche 

Aurelyus 

Er  any  foot  he  myghte  on  erthe  gon; 
Ne  confort  in  this  tyme  hadde  he  20 

noon, 
Saue   of   his    brother,    which   f>at   was 

a  clerk. 
He    knew    of   al    this   wo    and   al    this 

werk ; 

ffor  to  noon  oother  creature,  certeyn, 
Of  this  matere  he  dorste  no  word  seyn. 
Vnder  his  brest  he  baar  it  moore  secree  25 
Than  euere  dide  Pamphilus  for  Gala- 

thee.f) 
His    brest    was    hool    with-oute   for   to 

sene; 

But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene, 
And  wel  ye  knowe  that  of  a  sursanure 
In    surgery e    is    perilous    the    cure,        30 
But    men    myghte    touche    the    arwe, 

or   come   therby. 

His  brother  weep  and  wayled  pryuely, 
Til  atte  laste  hym  fil  in  remembrawnce 
That,  whiles  he  was  at  Orliens  in 

ffrawnce — 

As  yonge  clerkes,  that   been  lykerous  35 
To  reden  artes  that  been  curious, 
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[F  1121—1151] 

Seken  in  euery  halke  and  euery  herne 
Particular  sciences  for  to  lerne — , 
He  hym  remembred  that,  vpon  a  day, 
40  At  Orliens  in  studie~a  book  he  say 
Of  wagyk  natureel,  which  his  felawe, 
That  was  that  tyme  a  fracheler  of 

lawe, 

Al  were  he  ther  to  lerne  another  craft, 

Hadde    priuely    vpon    his    desk    ylaft; 

45  Which  book  spak  muchel  of  the  ope- 

rackwns 
Touchynge  the  eighte-and-twenty  man- 

siowns 
That  longen  to  the  moone,  and  swich 

folye 
As    in    oure    dayes    is    nat    worth     a 

flye— 

ffor  hooly  chirches  feith  in  oure  bileue 

50  Ne  suffreth  noon  illusiozm  vs  to  greue. 

And   whan   this   book   was   in   his   re- 

membraunce, 

Anon  for  ioye  his  herte  gan  to  daunce, 
And  to  hym-self  he  seyde  pryuely: 
'My  brother  shal  be  warisshed  hastily; 
55  ffor  I  am  siker  JDat  ther  be  sciences 
By  wluc/fce  men  make  diuerse  ap- 

parences, 
Swiche     as     thise     subtile     tregetoures 

pleye. 
ffor   ofte   at   feestes   haue   I    wel  herd 

seye 
That    tregetours,     with-inne    an    halle 

large, 
60  Haue   maad   come   in   a   water  and  a 

barge, 

And  in  the  halle  rowen  vp  and  doun. 
Somtyme    hath   semed   come    a   grym 

leoun, 
And  somtyme  floures  sprynge  as  in  a 

wede, 
Somtyme    a    vyne    and    grapes    white 

and   rede, 

65  Somtyme  a  castel  al  of  lym  and  stoon, 
And     whan     hym    lyked,     voyded     it 

anoon: 
Thus  semed  it  to  euery  mannes  sighte. 


[F  1 152-1 178] 
^[Now    thanne    conclude    I    thus:    J)at 

if    I    myghte 

At    Orliens    som    oold    felawe    yfynde 
That  hadde  this   moones   mansions  in  70 

mynde, 

Or  oother  raagyk  natureel   aboue, 
He  sholde  wel  make  my  brother  han 

his    loue. 
ffor   with   an   apparence   a   clerk   may 

make 
To  mannes  sighte  J)at  alle  the  rokkes 

blake 

Of  Britaigne  were[n]  yvoyled  euerichon,  75 
And   shippes    by   the    brynke   comejn] 

and  gon, 
And  in  swich  forme  endurefn]  a  wowke 

or  two : 
Thanne    were    my    brother    warisshed 

of  his  wo, 
Thanne    moste    she   nedes    holden   hir 

biheste, 
Or    elles    he    shal    shame    hir(e)    atte  80 

leeste.' 
^[What   sholde    I    make   a  lenger   tale 

of  this? 

Vn-to  his  brotheres  bed  he  comen  is, 
And  swich  confort  he  yaf  hym  for  to 

gon 

To    Orliens,    that    he    vp   stirte    anon, 
And  on  his  wey  forthward  thanne  is  85 

he   fare, 

In  hope  for  to  been  lissed  of  his  care. 
^[Whan   they    were   come    almoost   to 

that   citee, 

But  if  it  were  a  two  furlong  or  three, 
A    yong    clerk    romynge    by    hym-self 

they  mette, 
Which     J)at     in     latyn     thriftily     hem  90 

grette, 
And    after    that    he    seyde    a    wonder 

thyng : 
'I    knowe,'    quod    he,    'the    cause     of 

youre  comyng.' 

And  er  they  ferther  any  foote  wente, 
He  tolde  hem  al  that  was  in  hir  en 
tente. 
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[F  1179—1203] 
95  ^This    Briton    clerk    hym    asked     of 

felawes 
The  whiche  J>at  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes  ; 
And  he  answerde  hym  that  they  dede 

were, 
ffor  which   he  weep  ful  ofte   many^a 

teere. 
^[Doun    of    his    hors    Aurelius    lighte 

anon, 
00  And    with    this    magicien    forth    is    he 

gon 
Hoom  to  his  hous,  and  made[n]  hem 

wel   at   ese. 
Hem  lakked  no  vitaille  J>at  myghte  hem 

plese; 

So  wel  arrayed  hous  as  ther  was  oon 

Aurelius  in  his  lyf  saugh  neuere  noon. 

05  ^[He    shewed    hym,    er    he    wente    to 

sopeer, 

fforestes,    parkes    ful    of    wilde    deer; 
Ther  saugh  he  hertes  with  hir  homes 

hye, 
The    gretteste    that    euere    were    seyn 

with   [e]ye. 
He   saugh   of   hem   an   hondred  slayn 

with    houndes, 
10  And  somme  with  arwes  blede  of  bittre 

woundes. 
^THe  saugh,  whan  voyded  were  thise 

wilde  deer, 

Thise    ffauconers    vpon    a    fair    ryuer, 
That  with  hir  haukes   han  the  heron 

slayn. 
^[Tho   saugh   he   knyghtes   iustyng  in 

a  playn; 
15  And    after    this    he    dide    hym    swich 

plesaunce, 
That   he   hym  shewed   his  lady  on  a 

daunce, 
On  which  hym-self  he  daunced,  as  hym 

thoughte. 
And  whan  this  maister  J>at  this  wagyk 

wroughte 
Saugh    it    was    tyme,    he    clapte    hise 

handes    two — 


[F  1204-1229] 

And  far[e]wel! — al  oure  reuel  was  ago!  20 
And  yet  remoeued  they  neuere  out  of 

the    hous, 
Whil  they  saugh  al  this  sighte  merueil- 

lous,  ^ 
But  in  his  studie,  ther-as  hise  bookes 

be, 
They   seten   stille,    and   no   wight   but 

they  thre. 
^[To     hym    this    wayster     called     his  25 

squier, 
And   seyde   hym  thus:    'is   redy   oure 

soper  ? 

Almoost   an   houre   it   is,   I   vndertake, 
Sith    I    yow    bad    oure    soper    for    to 

make, 
Whan  that  thise  worthy   men  wenten 

with  me 
In-to    my    studie,   ther-as    my    bookes  30 

be/ 
^['Sire,'  quod  this  squier,  'whan  it  liketh 

yow, 

It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wol  right  now.' 
'Go   we    thanne    soupe,'    quod    he,    'as 

for  the  beste; 
This    amorous    folk    som-tyme    moote 

han    hir   reste.' 

^[At   after   soper   fille    they   in   tretee,  35 
What     somme     sholde     this     waistres 

gerdon  be 
To  remoeue[n]  alle  the  rokkes  of  Bri- 

tayne, 
And  eek  from  Gerounde  to  the  mouth 

of  Sayne. 
^[He  made  it  straunge,  and  swoor,  so 

God    hym    saue, 
Lasse  than  a  thousand  pound  he  wolde  40 

nat  haue, 
Ne  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  nat 

goon. 

^[Aurelius,    with    blisful    herte    anoon, 
Answerde    thus:    'ffy    on    o    thousand 

pound ! 
This  wyde  world,  which  that  men  seye 

is  round, 
J I  wolde  it  yeue,  if  I  were  lord  of  it  I  45 
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[F  1230-1255] 

This    bargayn    is    ful    dryue,    for    we 

been  knyt; 
Ye    shal    be    payed    trewely,    by    my 

trouthe ! 
But    looketh    now,    for    no    necligence 

or  sjouthe, 
Ye  tarie^vs  heere  no  lenger  than  to- 

morwe.' 
50  ^f'Nay,'    quod    this    clerk,    'haue    heer 

my  feith   to   borwe!' 
^[To    bedde    is    goon    Aurelius    whan 

hym  leste, 
And  wel   ny  al   that  nyght   he  hadde 

his   reste ; 
What    for    his    labour    and    his    hope 

of    blisse, 
His    woful    herte    of    penaunce    hadde 

a  lisse. 
55  ^[Vpon  the   morwe,   whan   J)at   it  was 

day, 
To    Britaigne    tooke    they    the    righte 

way, 

Aurelius   and  this  wagicien   bisyde, 
And  been  descended  ther  they  wolde 

abyde ; 
And    this    was,    as    thise    bookes    me 

remembre, 

60  The   colde  frosty  seson  of  Decembre. 
^[Phebus  wax  old  and  hewed  lyk  laton, 
That   in   his   hoote    declynacion 
Shoon  as  the  burned  gold  with  stremes 

brighte ; 

But  now  on  Capricorn  adoun  he  lighte, 
65  Wher(e)-as   he   shoon  ful   pale,    I    dar 

wel    seyn. 
The  bittre  frostes,  with  the  sleet  and 

reyn, 
Destroyed    hath    the    grene    in    euery 

yerd. 

lanus  sit  by  the  fyr  with  double  berd, 
And    drynketh   of   his    bugle-horn   the 

wyn; 
70  Biforn  hym  stant  brawen  of  the  tusked 

swyn, 
And   'Nowel'    crieth  euery   lusty   man. 


[F  1256—1284] 

^[Aurelius,    in    al   that    euere   he   kan, 
Dooth  to  his  waister  chiere  and  reuer- 

ence, 

And  preyeth  hym  to  doon  his  diligence 
To   bryngen   hym   out    of   his    peynes  75 

smerte, 
Or  with   a   swerd   J>at  he   wolde  slitte 

his    herte. 
^[This   subtil   clerk  swich   routhe   had 

of    this    man, 
That  nyght  and   day   he  spedde  hym 

J)at  he   kan 

To  wayte[n]  a  tyme  of  his  conclusion, 
This  is  to  seye:  to  maken  illuskmn        80 
By  swich  an  apparence   or  zogelrye — 
I~ne   kan  no   termes   of  astrologye — , 
That  she  and  euery  wight  sholde  wene 

and    seye 
That    of    Britaigne    the    rokkes    were 

aweye, 
Or     ellis     they     were     sonken     vnder  85 

grounde. 

So  atte  laste  he  hath  his  tyme  yfounde 
To  make[n]  hise  iapes  and  his  wrecched- 

nesse 

Of  swich   a  supersticious   cursednesse. 
Hise    tables    tolletanes    forth    hath    he 

brought 
fful    wel    corrected,    ne    ther     lakked  90 

nought, 
Neither    his    collect,    ne    hise    expans 

yeeris, 

Ne  hise  rootes,  ne  hise  othere  geeris, 
As   been    hise   centris,   and   hise   argu- 

mentz, 

And  hise  proporcioneles  conuenientz 
ffor  hise  equacions  in  euery-thyng;        95 
And  by  his   .8.   speere  in  his  wirkyng 
He  knew  ful  wel  how  fer  Alnath  was 

shoue 
ffro    the    heed     of    thilke    fixe    Aries 

aboue, 

That   in   the   .9.    speere  considered  is; 
fful    subtilly     he     hadde     kalkuled     al  00 

this. 
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[F  1285-1313] 

«[Whan    he    hadde    founde    his    firste 

mansiown, 
He   knew    the    remenawnt    by    propor- 

ciouti, 
And  knew  the  arisyng   of  his   moone 

weel, 
And  in  whos  face  and  terme,  and  euery- 

deel; 
05  And     knew     ful     weel     the      moones 

mansicwn 

Acordaunt  to  his  operaciown; 
And  knew  also  hise  othere  obseruances 
ffor  swiche  illusiowns  and  swiche  mes- 

chawnces 

As  hethen  folk  vseden  in  thilke  dayes; 

10  ffor  which  no  lenger  maked  he  delayes, 

But    thurgh    his    magik,    for    a    wyke 

or  tweye, 
It   semed    that   alle   the   rokkes   were 

aweye. 

•[[Aurelius,  which  J)at  yet  despeired  is 
Wher  he  shal  han  his  loue  or  fare 

amys, 
15  Awaiteth     nyght     and     day     on     this 

myracle. 
And  whan  he  knew  J)at  ther  was  noon 

obstacle 
That  voyded  were  thise  rokkes  euerich- 

on, 

Doun  to  his  waistres  feet  he  fil  anon, 

And  seyde,  'I  woful  wrecche,  Aurelius, 

20  Thanke  yow,  lord,  and  lady  myn  Venus, 

That    me    han    holpen    fro    my    cares 

colde !' 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath 

he    holde, 
Wher(e)-as  he  knew  he  sholde  his  lady 

see. 
And   whan   he   saugh    his   tyme,   anon 

right    hee, 
25  With  dredful  herte  and  with  ful  humble 

cheere, 

Salewed  hath  his  souereyn  lady  deere. 
'My  righte  lady,'  quod  this  woful  man, 
'Whom  I  moost  drede  and  loue  as  I 

best    kan, 
And     lothest    were    of    al    this    world 

displese, 


[F  1314—1341] 
Nere    it    ]mt    I    for    yow    haue    swich  30 

disese, 
That    I    moste    dye[n]    heere   at   youre 

foot    anon, 
Noght   wolde    I   telle    how   me   is  wo- 

bigon, 
But    certes,    outher    moste    I    dye    or 

pleyne. 

Ye  sle  me  giltelees  for  verray  peyne, 
But  of  my  deeth  thogh  J)at  ye  haue  35 

no  routhe, 
Auyseth  yow,   er  JDat   ye  breke  youre 

trouthe. 

Repenteth  yow,  for  thilke  God  aboue, 
Er  ye   me  sleen   by  cause  JDat  I   yow 

loue. 
ffor,  madame,  wel  ye  woot  what  ye  han 

hight ! 

Nat  JDat  I  chalange  any-thyng  of  right  40 
Of  yow,  my  souereyn  lady,  but  youre 

grace; 
But    in    a    gardyn    yond,    at    swich   a 

place, 
Ye  woot  right  wel  what  ye  bihighten 

me, 
And     in     myn     hand     youre     trouthe 

plighten   ye 
To  loue  me  best — God  woot  ye  seyde  45 

so—, 

Al   be   J)at   I    vnworthy   be  therto. 
Madame,    I    speke    it   for   the    honour 

of  yow 
Moore   than    to    saue    myn   hertes   lyf 

right    now : 

I  haue  do  so  as  ye  comanded  me, 
And,  if  ye  vouche-sauf,  ye  may  go  see.  50 
Dooth  as  yow  list — haue  youre  biheste 

in  mynde ! 
ffor,  quyk  or  deed,  right  there  ye  shal 

me   fynde. 

In  yow  lith  al  to  do  me  lyue  or  deye, 
But    wel     I    woot — the    rokkes     been 

aweye!' 
^[He  taketh  his  leue,  and  she  astonied  55 

stood, 

In  al  hir  face  nas  a  drope  of  blood — 
She  wende  neuere  han  come  in  swich 

a  trappe. 
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[F  1342-1369] 

'Alias !'  quod  she,  '|)at  euere  this  sholde 

happe ! 

ffor    wende    I    neuere    by    possibilitee 
60  That    swich    a    wonstre    or    merueille 

myghte  be — 

It    is    agayns    the    proces    of    nature.' 
And  hoom  she  goth   a  sorweful  crea 
ture. 

ffor  verray  feere  vnnethe  may  she  go; 

She  wepeth,  wailleth  al  a  day  or  two, 

65  And  swowneth,   that  it  routhe  was  to 

see, 
But    why    it    was,    to    no   wight   tolde 

shee; 

ffor  out  of  towne  was  goon  Arueragus. 
But   to   hir-self   she    spak,    and   seyde 

thus, 
With  face  pale  and  with  ful  sorweful 

cheere, 
70  In  hir  compleynt,  as  ye  shal  after  heere: 

[*§The  compleynt  of  Dorigene 

ayeyns  ffortune 
^f 'Alias!'  quod  she,  'on  thee,  ffortune, 

I  pleyne, 
That  vnwar  wrapped   hast   me  in  thy 

cheyne, 

ffro  which  tescape  woot  I  no  socour 
Saue  oonly  deeth  or  dies  dishonour. 
75  Oon  of  thise  two  bihoueth  me  to  chese; 
But  nathelees  yet  haue  I  leuere  to  lese 
My  lif  than  of  my  body  haue  a  shame, 
Or  knowe  my-seluen  fals,  or  lese  my 

name, 
And   with    my    deth    I    may    be   quyt, 

ywis. 
80  Hath  ther  nat  many~a   noble  wyf  er 

this,f) 
And    many~a    mayde    yslayn    hir-self, 

alias! 
Rather  than  with  hir  body  doon  tres- 

pas? 
^Yis,   certes,   lo,   thise   stories   bere[n] 

witnesse. 

Whan  .XXX.  tirauntz,  ful  of  cursednesse, 
85  Hadde    slayn    Phidon   in    Atthenes    at 

feste, 


[F  1370—1396] 
They     comanded     hise     doghtres     for 

tareste, 

And  bryngen  hem  biforn  hem  in  despit 
Al    naked    to    fulfille    hir    foul    delit; 
And  in  hir  fadres  blood  they  made  hem 

daunce 
Vpon   the    pauement — God    yeue    hem  90 

myschaunce ! — 
ffor   which    thise    woful    maydens,    fu) 

of    drede, 
Rather  than  they  wolde  lese  hir  mayden- 

hede, 

They  priuely  been  stirt  in-to  a  welle, 
And  dreynte  hem-seluen,  as  the  bokes 

telle. 
They    of    Mecene    leete    enquere    and  95 

sekef) 

Of    Lacedomye    fifty   maydens    eke, 
On    whiche     they    wolden     doon     hir 

lecherye. 
But   was    ther    noon    of   al   that   com- 

paignye 
That  she  nas  slayn,  and  with  a  good 

entente 

Chees  rather  for  to   dye  than  assente  OC 
To  been  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede. 
Why    sholde    I    thanne    to    dye    been 

in   drede  ? 

Lo,    eek   the   tiraunt   Aristoclides,  f) 
That    loued     a     mayden    heet     Stym- 

phalides ! 
Whan  that  hir  fader  slayn  was   on  a  05 

nyght, 

Vn-to   Dianes    temple   goth   she   right, 
And   hente   the   ymage    in   hir   handes 

two, 
ffro   which    ymage    wolde    she    neuere 

go; 
No   wight    ne    myghte    hir   handes   of 

it  arace 
Til   she   was  slayn   right   in  the  selue   1C 

place. 
^[Now  sith  J>at  maydens  hadden  swich 

despit 
To   been   defouled   with    mannes   foul 

delit, 
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[F  I397-H25]" 

Wei  oghte  a  wyf  rather  hir-seluen  slee 

Than  be  defouled,  as  it  thynketh  rne. 

15  What  shal  I  seyn  of  Hasdrubales  wyf,f)   ! 

That    at    Cartage    birafte    hir-self    hir 

lyf? 
ffor    whan    she    saugh    that    Romayns 

wan  the   toun, 
She  took  hir  children  alle,  and  skipte 

adoun 

In-to  the  fyr,  and  chees  rather  to  dye 
20  Than  any  Romayn  dide  hir(e)  vileynye. 
Hath     nat     Lucresse     yslayn     hir-self, 

alias  If) 

At  Rome  whan  that  she  oppressed  was 
Of    Tarquyn?    ffor    hir(e)    thoughte    it 

was  a  shame 

To  lyuen  whan  she  hadrfe  lost  hir  name. 
25  The  seuene  maydens  of  Milesie~a!sof) 
Han   slayn   hem-self  for   verray  drede 

and  wo, 
Rather  than  folk  of  Gawle  hem  sholde 

oppresse. 

Mo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Koude   I   now  telle   as  touchynge  this 

mateere. 
30  Whan   Habradate    was   slayn,    his   wyf 

so    deeref) 
Hirseluen    slow,    and    leet    hir    blood 

to-glyde 

In  .Habradates  woundes  depe  and  wyde, 
And   seyde,    "JMy   body,    at   the   leeste 

way, 

Ther  shal  no  wight  defoulen,  if  I  may." 
35  *[What  sholde  I  mo  ensamples  heer-of 

sayn  ? 
Sith    that    so    manye    han    hem-seluen 

slayn 
Wei   rather   than   they   wolde   defouled 

be, 

I   wol  conclude  that   it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen   my-self  than   been  defouled 

thus. 
40  I  wol  be  trewe  vn-to  Arueragus, 

Or  rather  sleen  mv-self  in  som  manere. 


[F  1426—1456] 

As  dide  Demociones  doghter  deeref) 
By  cause  ]Dat  she  wolde  nat  defouled 

be. 

O  Cedasus!   it  is  ful  greet  piteef) 
To    reden    how    thy    doghtren    deyde,  45 

alias ! 
That  slower  hem-self  for  swich  manere 

cas. 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  moore,  y) 
The  Theban  may  den  that  for  Nichanore 
Hir-seluen  slow  right  for  swich  manere 

wo. 
Another    Theban    mayden    dide    right  50 

so;f) 
ffor    oon    of    Macidonye~hadde    hir(e) 

oppressed, 
She    with    hir    deeth    hir    maydenhede 

redressed. 

What  shal  I  seye  of  Nicerates  wyf,f) 
That  for  swich  cas  birafte  hir-self  hir 

lyf? 

How  trewe  eek  was  to  Alcebiadesf)        55 
His  loue,  that  rather  for  to  dyen  chees 
Than  for  to  suffre  his  body^vnburyed 

be! 
Lo,   which   a   wyf  was  Alceste!'   quod 

she.f) 

'What  seith  Omer  of  goode  Penelopee? 
Al    Grece    knoweth    of    hir    chastitee.  60 
Pardee,  of  Lapdomya  is  writen  thus:f) 
That,  whan  at  Troie  was  slayn  Prothese- 

laus, 
No   lenger    wolde    she    lyue    after    his 

day. 

The  same  of  noble  Porcia  telle  I  may;f) 
With-oute  Brutus  koude  she  nat  lyue,  65 
To  whom  she  hadde  al  hool  hir  herte 

yme. 

The  parfit  wyf  hod  of  Arthemesief) 
Honoured  is  thurgh  al  the  Barbaric. 
O'Teuta  queene!  thy  wyfly  chastitee  f) 
To  alle  wyues  may  a  wirour  beel  70 
The  same  thyng  I  seye  of  Bilyea,f) 
Of  Rodogone,  and  eek  Valeria." 
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[F  1457—1481] 

fl[Thus    pleyned    Dorigene    a    day    or 

tweye, 

Purposynge  euere  that  she  wolde  deye. 
75  ^[But     nathelees,     vpon     the     thridde 

nyght, 
Hoom    cam    Arueragus,     this    worthy 

knyght, 
And  asked  hir(e)  why  that  she  weep 

so  score? 
And   she   gan  wepen   euer  lenger  the 

moore. 
^[ 'Alias,'   quod  she,   'that   euere   I   was 

bornl 
80  Thus    haue    I    seyd,'    quod    she,    'thus 

haue    I    sworn' — 
And  toold  hym  al  as  ye  han  herd  bi- 

fore;f) 

It  nedeth  nat  reherce  it  yow  namoore. 
^[This  housbonde  with  glad  chiere,  in 

freendly  wyse, 
Answerde    and    seyde   as    I    shal    yow 

deuyse : 

85  'Is  ther  oght  elles,  Dorigen,  but  this?' 
^f'Nay,   nay,'    quod   she,    'God   help(e) 

me  so  as  wys ! 
This  is  to  muche,  and  it  were  Goddes 

wille.' 
^['Ye,  wyf,'   quod  he,   'lat  slepen  that 

is  stille! 

It    may    be   wel,    parauenture,    yet   to 
day; 
90  Ye  shul  youre  trouthe  holden,  by  my 

fay! 
ffor  God  so  wisly  haue  mercy  [vp]on 

me, 

I   hadde  wel  leuere  ystiked  for  to  be 
ffor  verray  loue  which  that  I  to  yow 

haue, 
But   if   ye   sholde   youre   trouthe  kepe 

and   saue ; 
95  Trouthe  is  the  hyeste  thyng  J>at  man 

may   kepe.' 
But  with  that  word  he  brast  anon  to 

wepe, 
And  seyde,  'I  yow  forbede,  vp  peyne 

of    deeth, 


[F  1482—1312] 
That   neuere,   whil  thee   lasteth  lyf  ne 

breeth, 
To  no  wight  telle  thou  of  this  auen- 

ture! 

As  I  may  best,   I   wol  my  wo  endure,  00 
Ne  make  no  contenance  of  heuynesse, 
That   folk   of   yow    may   demen   harm 

or  gesse.' 
*[And   forth    he    cleped    a    squier   and 

a    mayde : 
'Gooth   forth   anon   with   Dorigen,'   he 

sayde, 
'And  bryngeth  hir(e)  to  swich  a  place  05 

anon.' 
They   take    hir  leue,    and   on   hir  wey 

they  gon, 
But    they    ne    wiste    why    she    thider 

wente ; 

He  nolde  no  wight  tellen  his  entente. 
^[Parauenture    an   heep    of    yow   ywis 
Wol  holden  hym  a  lewed  man  in  this,  10 
That  he  wol  putte  his  wyf  in  nipartie; 
Herkneth   the   tale   er   ye  vp-on   hir(e) 

crie! 
She    may    haue    bettre    ffortune    than 

yow  semeth, 
And  whan  J)at  ye   han  herd  the  tale, 

demeth. 

This  squier,  which  J)at  highte  Aurelius,   15 
On  Dorigen  that   was   so  amorus, 
Of   auenture    happed    hir(e)    to   meete 
Amydde  the  toun,  right  in  the  quykkest 

strete, 
As   she    was    bown   to   goon   the   wey 

forth-right 
Toward   the    gardyn   ther-as    she    had  20 

hight. 

And  he  was  to  the  gardynward  also; 
ffor  wel  he  spyed  whan  she  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  hous  to  any  maner  place. 
But  thus  they  mette  of  auenture  or 

grace; 
And  he  saleweth  hir(e)  with  glad  en-  25 

tente, 
And   asked   of   hir(e)   whiderward  she 

wente  ? 
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[F  1511-1538] 

*[  And  she  answerde,  half  as  she  were 

mad: 
'Vn-to  the  gardyn,  as  myn  housbonde 

bad 

My  trouthe  for  to  holde — alias,  alias!' 

30  «[  Aurelius   gan   wondren   on   t]iis   cas, 

And    in    his    herte    hadde    greet    com- 

passioun 

Of  hir(e)   and  of  hir  lamentackwn, 
(*[)And     of     Arueragus,     the     worthy 

knyght, 
That    bad    hir(e)    holden    al    {>at    she 

had   night: 
35  So    looth    hym    was    his    wyf    sholde 

breke  hir  trouthe. 
And   in   his   herte   he  caughte   of  this 

greet    routhe, 

Considerynge  the  beste  on  euery  syde, 
That  fro  his  lust  yet  were  hym  leuere 

abyde 
Than  doon  so  heigh  a  cherlyssh  wrecch- 

ednesse 

40  Agayns  franchise  and  alle  gentillesse, 
ffor   which   in  fewe   wordes  seyde   he 

thus: 
*[ 'Madame,     seyeth    to    your(e)     lord 

Arueragus 

That,  sith  I  se  his  grete  gentillesse 
To    yow,    and    eek    I    se    wel    your(e) 

distresse, 
45  That  him  were  leuere  han  shame — and 

J)at  were  routhe — 
Than    ye    to    me    sholde    breke    thus 

youre   trouthe, 

I   haue  wel  leuere  euere  to  suffre  wo 
Than  I   departe  the  loue  bitwix  yow 

two. 
I   yow  relesse,   madame,   in-to  your(e) 

hond 

50  Quyt  euery  surement  and  euery  bond 
That    ye    han    maad    to    me    as    heer- 

biforn, 
Sith   thilke   tyme   which   J)at   ye   were 

born. 
My    trouthe    I    plighte,    I    shal     yow 

neuer  repreue 
Of  no  biheste,  and  heere   I   take  my 

leue 


[F  1539—1570] 

As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf  55 
That  euere  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  lyf.' 
But  euery  wyf  be  war  of  hir  biheeste  I 
On  Dorigene  remembreth,  atte  leeste. 
Thus  kan  a  squier  doon  a  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  kan  a  knyght,  with-outen  60 

drede. 
*[She   thonketh  hym  vp-on  hir  knees 

al  bare; 
And  hoom  vn-to  hir  housbonde  is  she 

fare, 
And  tolde  hym  al,  as  ye  han  herd  me 

sayd; 
And    ye    be    siker    he    was    so    weel 

apayd, 

That  it  were  inpossible   me  to  wryte.  65 
What    sholde    I    lenger    of    this     cas 

endyte  ? 

*[  Arueragus  and   Dorigene  his   wyf 
In  souereyn  blisse  leden  forth  hir  lyf. 
N  euere   eft    ne   was    ther   anger   hem 

bitwene  ; 
He    cherisseth    hir(e)    as    though    she  70 

were    a    queene, 
And  she  was  to  hym  trewe  for  euere- 

moore. 

Of  thise  folk  ye  gete  of  me  namoore. — 
Aurelius,  that  his  cost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Curseth  the  tyme  J>at  euere  he  was 

born. 

'Alias,'  quod  he,  'alias!  that  I  bihighte  75 
Of  pured   gold  a  thousand  pound  of 

wighte 
Vn-to   this   philosophre  I    .How   shal    I 

do? 

I    se   namoore   but   that   I   am  fordo; 
Myn  heritage  moot  I  nedes  selle, 
And   been   a   begger(e);   heere   I   may  80 

nat   dwelle, 
And   shamen   al   my   kynrede   in   this 

place, 

But  I  of  hym  may  gete  bettre  grace. 
But  nathelees  I  wol[e]  of  hym  assaye 
At  certeyn  dayes,  yeer  by  yeer,  to 

paye, 
And    thanke    hym    of    his    grete    cur-  85 

teisye. 
My  trouthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.' 
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[F  I57i-i599j  [F  1600-1624] 

^[With  herte   soor  he   gooth  vn-to  his  And  J)at  she  leuere  had  lost  that  day 

cofre,  hir  lyf, 

And    broghte    gold    vn-to    this    philo-  And  })at  hir  trouthe  she  swoor  thurgh 

sophre,  mnocence : 

The  value   of  fyue   hundred  pound,    I  She  neuere  erst  hadde   herd  speke  of 

gesse,  ^      apparence — 

90  And  hym  bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesse,  j   That  made  me  han  of  hir(e)  so  greet 

To  graunte  hym  dayes  of  the  remenaunt,  j                       pitee, 
And  seyde,   'Maister,   I   dar  wel  make 


auaunt 

I  failled  neuere  of  my  trouthe  as  yit; 
ffor,  sikerly,  my  dette  shal  be  quyt 
95  Towardes  yow,  how-euere  that  I  fare 
To  goon  a-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare. 
But  wolde  ye  vouche-sauf,  vp-on  seure- 

tee, 

Two  yeer  or  thre  for  to  respiten  me, 
Thanne    were    I    wel;    for   elles    moot 

I    selle 

00  Myn  heritage — ther  is  namoore  to  telle.' 
This  philosophre  sobrely  answerde, 
And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  his  wordes 

herde : 
'Haue    I    nat    holden    couenant    vn-to 

thee?' 
^f*Yes,  certes,  wel  and  trewely,'  quod 

he. 
05  •pHastow   nat   had   thy   lady   as   thee 

liketh?' 
^"'No,    no,'    quod   he,    and    sorwefully 

he   siketh. 
T'What  was   the   cause?     Telle  me   if 

thou    kan.' 

.^[Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bigan, 
And   tolde    hym   al,    as    ye    han   herd 

bifoore — 

10  It  nedeth  nat  to  yow  reherce  it  moore. 
^[He  seide  'Arueragus,  of  gentillesse, 
Hadde  leuere  dye  in  sorwe  and  in 

distresse 
Than  J>at  his  wyf  were  of  hir  trouthe 

fals.' 
The  sorwe   of  Dorigen   he  tolde  hym 

als: 
15  How  looth  hir(e)  was  to  been  a  wikked 

wyf, 


And  right  as  frely  as  he  sente  hir(e)  20 

me, 

As  frely  sente  I  hir(e)  to  hym  ageyn. 
This  al  and  som — ther  is  namoore  to 

seyn.' 
^[This    philosophre    answerde,    'ieeue 

brother, 

Euerich  of  yow  dide  gentilly  til  oother; 
Thou  art  a  squier,  and  he  is  a  knyght.  25 
But  God  forbede,  for  his  blisful  myght, 
But    if   a   clerk   koude    doon   a   gentil 

dede 

As  wel  as  any~of  yow,  it  is  no  drede. 
^fSire,    I    releesse   thee    thy   thousand 

pound, 
As  thou  right  now  were  crope[n]  out  30 

of  the  ground, 
Ne  neuere  er  now  ne  haddest  knowen 

me. 
ffor,  sire,  I  wol  nat  take[n]  a  peny~of 

thee 
ffor    al    my    craft,    ne    noght    for   my 

trauaille. 

Thou  hast  ypayed  wel  for  my  vitaille; 
It  is  ynogh,  and  far[e]  wel — haue  good  35 

day!' 
And  took  his  hors,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his   way. — 
Lordynges,  this  question  thanne  wolde 

I  ask?  now: 
Which  was  the  mooste  fre,  as  thynketh 

yow? 
Now   telleth    me,    er    that    ye    ferther 

wende. 

I  kan  namoore — my  tale  is  at  an  ende.  40 
^[Heere    is    ended    the    ffrankeleyns 
tale. 
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[C  1-25] 

VI.  Fragment  (C.). 

14.  The  Phisiciens  Tale. 
^[Heere  folweth  the  Phisiciens*)  tale. 

Ther   was,   as   telleth   Titus   Liuius, 
A    knyght    that    called    was    Virginius, 
ffulfild  of  honour  and  of  worthynesse, 
And  strong  of  freendes,  and  of  greet 

richesse. 
45  ^[This    knyght    a    doghter    hadde    by 

his  wyf, 
No   children    hadde   he    mo   in   al   his 

lyf. 
ffair    was     this     mayde,     in    excellent 

beautee 

Abouen  euery  wight  that  man  may  see; 
ffor   Nature    hath   with    souereyn   dili 
gence 

50  Yformed  hir(e)  in  so  greet  excellence, 
As    though    she    wolde    seyn,    'Lol    I, 

Nature, 

Thus  kan  I  forme  and  peynte  a  crea 
ture 
Whan    that    me    list;    who    kan     me 

countref  etc  ? 
Pigmalion  noght,  though  he  ay  forge 

and  bete, 
55  Or   graue,    or   peynte;    for    I    dar  wel 

seyn 

Apelles,  Zanzis  sholde  werche  in  veynf) 
Outher  to  graue,  or  peynte,  or  forge, 

or  bete, 

If  they   presumed   me   to   countrefete. 

ffor  he  that  is  the  former(e)  principal 

60  Hath    maked   me   his    vicaire   general, 

To   forme    and    peynten   erthely   crea- 

turis 
Right   as    me   list,    and   ech   thyng  in 

my   cure    is 
Ynder  the  woone  bat  may  wane  and 

waxe, 
And  for  my  werk  right  no-thyng  wol 

I  axe; 
65  My  lord  and  I  been  ful  of  oon  accord. 


I  made  hir(e)  to  the  worship(e)  of  my 

lord; 

So  do    I   alle    myne   othere   creatures, 
What  colour   that  they   han,   or  what 

figures/ 
Thus    semeth    me    that    Nature   wolde 

seye. 
•[This   mayde    of   age    .XIJ.    yeer   was  70 

and  tweye, 

In  which  bat  Nature  hadde  swich  delit; 
ffor   right    as   she    kan   peynte   a  lilie 

whit, 
And    reed    a    rose,    right    with    swich 

peynture 

She  peynted  hath  this  noble  creature, 
Er  she  were  born,  vp-on  hir  lymes  fre,  75 
Where-as     by     right     swiche     colours 

sholde   be. 
And   Phebus   dyed   hath   hir(e)  tresses 

grete 
Lyk    to    the    stremes    of    his    burned 

heete. 

And  if  bat  excellent  was  hir  beautee, 
A  thousand-foold  moore  vertuous  was  80 

she. 

In  hire   ne  lakked   no  condiciown 
That  is   to  preyse,   as   by  discreckmn. 
As  wel  in  goost  as  body  chast  was  she, 
ffor    which    she    floured    in    virginitee 
With    alle    humylitee    and    abstinence,  85 
With  alle  attemperaunce  and  pacience, 
With  mesure  eek  of  beryngand  array. 
Discreet  she  was  in  answeryng  alway, 
Though   she   were   wise   Pallas,   dar   I 

seyn; 
Hir    facound    eek,    ful    womanly    and  90 

pleyn. 

No  countrefeted  termes  hadde  she 
To    seme    wys,    but    after    hir   degree 
She  spak,  and  alle  hir(e)  wordes,  moore 

and   lesse, 

Sownynge  in  vertu  and  in  gentillesse. 
Shamefast  she  was  in  maydens  shame-  95 

fastnesse, 
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Constant    in    herte,    and    euere    in   bi- 

synesse 

To  dryue  hir(e)  out  of  ydel  slogardye. 
Bacus    hadde    of    hir(e)    mouth    right 

no  maistrie; 
ffor    wyn    and    youthe    dooth    Venus 

encresse, 
00  As    man    in    fyr    wol    casten    oille    or    |  entente! 

greesse;  I    ffor   who-so    dooth,    a    traitour   is   cer- 


[C  83—111] 

theef  of  venysown  that  hath  forlaft 
His  likerousnesse  and  al  his  olde  craft 
Kan  kepe   a  forest   best  of  any  man.  25 
Now    kepeth    wel,    for    if    ye    wole    ye 

kan! 

Looke  wel  J>at  ye  vn-to  no  vice  assente, 
i    Lest  ye  be  dampned  for  your(e)  wikke 


And  of  hir  owene  vertu  vnconstreyned,    i 
She    hath    ful    ofte    tyme    syk    hir(e)   ! 

feyned, 
ffor    that    she    wolde    fleen    the    com- 

paignye 

Where    likly    was   to    treten    of   folye, 
05  As  is  at  feestes,  reuels,  and  at  daunces, 
That  been  occasions  of  daliaunces. 
Swiche  thynges  maken  children  for  to 

be 
To    soone    rype    and    boold,    as    men 

may  se, 
Which  is  ful  perilous,  and  hath  been 

yoore; 
10  ffor  al  to  soone  may  they  lerne  loore 


teyn; 
And  taketh  keep[e]  of  that  J>at  I  shal  30 

seyn: 

Of    alle    tresons    souereyn    pestilence 

[f  Nota 

Is  whan  a  wight  bitrayseth  innocence. 
^[Ye  fadres  and  ye  moodres  eek  also. 
Though  ye  han  children,  be  it  oon  or 

•  two, 

Youre  is  the  charge   of  al  hir  suruei-  35 

aimce, 
Whil  l>at  they  been  vnder  youre  gouern- 

aimce. 
|    Beth    war,    if    by    ensample    of   youre 


lyuynge, 

Of  booldnesse,   whan  she  woxen  is  a   i    Or  by  youre  necligence  in  chastisynge, 
wyf.  j   That   they   we   perisse,   for    I    dar  wel 

ye,    maistresses,   in   youre   olde    | 


lyf 
That   lordes    doghtres   han   in   gouern- 

awnce, 
Ne   taketh   of   my   wordes   no   disples- 

awnce ! 
15  Thenketh  that  ye  been  set  in  gouern- 

ynges 
Of     lordes     doghtres    oonly    for     two 

thynges : 

Outher  for  ye  han  kept  youre  honestee, 
Or   elks   ye   han  falle   in  freletee, 
And    knowen    wel    ynough    the     olde 

daunce, 
20  And    han    forsaken    full} 

chaunce 


seye, 
If    J)at    they    doon,    ye    shul    it    deere  40 

abeye ! 

Vnder  a  shepherde  softe  and  necligent 
The  wolf  hath  many~a  sheep  and 

lamb    to-rent. 

Suffisetk  oon  ensample  now  as  heere ; 
ffor  I  moot  turne  agayn  to  my  matere. 
This  mayde  of  which  I  wol  this  tale  45 

expresse 
So  kepte  hir-self,  hire  neded  no  mais- 

tresse; 
ffor   in   hir  lyuyng   maydens   myghten 

rede, 

swich    mes-   {   As  in  a  book,  every  good  word  or  dede 
i   That   longeth   to   a   mayden  vertuous. 


ffor  eueremo;  therfore,  for  Cristes  sake,   |    She  was  so  prudent  and  so  bounteuous,  50 
To  teche   hem  vertu  looke  }3at  ye  ne   |   ffor   which    the    fame    out    sprong   on 
slake!  I  euery    syde, 

12000.  man  E.,  men  He.,  etc.  (Sk.);  wasten  E.  07.  Swich  E.He.D.  (Sk.,  GL),  Such 
H.«,  Suche  C.L.S1.,  Whiche  P.;  Binges  C.P.L.S1.H.4  (Sk.,  GL).  10.  they  E.He.D.,  she 
C.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL).  14.  word  C.L.SLH.4  26.  kepeth  hem  C.P.L.S1.  (Sk.),  kepe  hir  H.1 
30.  keep  H.4,  kepe  E.He.D.  (Sk.,  GL),  heed  C.,  f.  P.L.SL  31.  treso7<n  He.,  etc.  34.  two 
E.P.SL,  mo  He.,  etc.  (GL).  37.  if  E.He.D.,  J)at  C.,  etc.  (Sk.).  39.  ne  f.  E.He.D.  43/44.  f.  E. 
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Bothe  of  hir  beautee  and  hir  bountee, 

wyde, 
That    thurgh    that    land    they    preised 

hir(e)  echone 

That   loued   vertu,   saue   enuye   allone, 

55  That  sory   is  of  oother  mennes   wele, 

And    glad    is    of    his    sorwe    and    his 

vnheele; 

The  doctour  maketh  this  descripcioun. 
This  mayde  vp-on  a  day  wente  in 

the  toun 
Toward    a    temple,    with    hir    mooder 

deere, 

60  As  is  of  yonge  maydens  the  manere. 
^[Now   was   ther   thanne    a   Justice   in 

that   toun, 

That  gouernour  was  of  that  regioun. 
And  so  bifel  this  iuge  hise  [ejyen  caste 
Vp-on  this  mayde,  auysynge  hym  ful 

faste, 
65  As  she  cam  forby  ther  [as]  this  iuge 

stood. 

Anon  his  herte  chaunged  and  his  mood : 
So  was  he  caught  with  beautee  of  this 

mayde. 

And  to  hym-self  ful  pryuely  he  sayde, 
'This  mayde  shat  be  myn,  for  any 

man!' 

70  ^[Anon  the  feend  in-to  his  herte  ran, 
And  taughte  hym  sodeynly  J>at  he  by 

slyghte 
The    mayden    to    his    purpos     wynne 

myghte ; 
ffor    certes,    by    no    force,    ne    by   no 

meede, 
Hym  thoughte  he  was  nat  able  for  to 

speede. 
75  ffor  she  was  strong  of  freendes,   and 

eek  she 
Confermed  was  in  swich  souereyn  boun- 

tee, 
That   wel    he   wiste    he    myghte   hir(e) 

neuere    wynne 
As  for  to  make[n]  hir(e)  with  hir  body 

synne. 
ffor  which,   by  greet   deliberacioun, 


[C  140—170] 
He    sente    after    a    cherl    was    in   the  80 

toun, 
Which  J)at  he  knew  for  subtil  and  for 

boold. 
This  iuge  vn-to  this  cherl  his  tale  hath 

toold 
In    secree    wise,    and    made    hym    to 

ensure 

He  sholde  telle  it  to  no  creature, 
And    if    he    dide,    he    sholde    lese    his  85 

heed. 
Whan    J>at    assented    was    this    cursed 

reed, 
Glad   was   this   iuge,   and   maked   him 

greet    cheere, 
And    yaf    hym    yiftes    preciouse    and 

deere. 

^[Whan  shapen  was  al  hir  conspiracie 
ffro  point  to  point,  how  J)at  his  lecherie  90 
Parfourned    sholde    been    ful    subtilly, 
As  ye  shul  heere   it  after  openly, 
Hoom    gooth    the    cherl,    J>at     highte 

Claudius. 

This   false    iuge,   that    highte   Aphis  — 
So  was  his  name,  for  this  is  no  fable,  95 
But  knowen  for  historial  thyng  notable  ; 
The    sentence    of   it    sooth    is,    out   of 

doute  —  , 

This  false  iuge  gooth  now  faste  aboute 
To  hasten  his  delit  al  that  he  may. 
And  so  bifel  soone  after,  on  a  day,  00 
This  false  iuge,  as  telleth  vs  the  storie, 
As  he  was  wont,  sat  in  his  consistorie, 
And  yaf  hise  doomes  vp-on  sondry  cas. 
This  false  cherl  cam  forth  a  ful  greet 

pas, 
And  seyde,   '.Lord,   if  J)at  it  be  youre  05 

wille, 
As   dooth   me   right   vp-on   this   pitous 


In  which  I  pleyne  vp-on  Virginius; 
And  if  JDat  he  wol  seyn  it  is  nat  thus, 
I  wol  it  preeue,  and  fynde  good  wit- 

nesse 
That   sooth    is   that    my   bille   wol   ex-   10 

presse.' 


12054.  [SRanbfll.]  Augustinus  E.He.D.  [t>gl.  18631) ;  =  doctour  57.  65.  as  f.  C.P.L.S1.H.4 
(Sic.).  72.  The]  This  Ile.H.*  78.  maken  E.  '80.  cherl]  clerk  C.,  etc.,  it.  fo  tttt  folfl.  [ft$. 
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[C  171—199]  [C  200—230] 

iuge   answerde,   'Of   this   in   his    j    Thou-shalt    no    longer    in    thyn    hous  40 

hire    saue. 
Go  brynge  hir(e)  forth,  and  put  hir(e) 

in  oure  warde; 
The    cherl    shal    haue    his    thral,    this 

I    awarde.' 

•[And  whan  this  worthy  knyght  Vir 
ginius, 

Thurgh  sentence  of  this  Justice  Apius, 
Moste  by  force  his  deere  doghter  yiuen  45 
Vn-to   the    iuge,    in   lecherie   to   lyuen, 
He   gooth   hym   hoom,   and   sette   him 

in  his  halle, 

And  leet  anon  his  deere  doghter  calle, 
And,  with  a  face  deed  as  asshen  colde, 
Vpon  hir  humble  face  he  gan  biholde,  50 
With  fadres  pitee  stikynge  thurgh  his 

herte, 
Al  wolde  he  from  his  purpos  nat  con- 

uerte. 
'Doghter,'    quod   he,    'Virginia    by   thy 

name! 
Ther    been    two    weyes,    outher    deeth 

or   shame, 
That    thou    most    suffre — alias,    that    I  55 

was    bore ! 

ffor  neuere  thou  deseruedest  wherfore 
To  dyen  with  a  swerd  or  with  a  knyf. 
O,  deere  doghter!  ender(e)  of  my  lyf! 
Which  I  haue  fostred  vp  with  swich 

plesawnce, 
That    thou    were    neuere    out    of    my  60 

remembrawnce. 

O  doghter!  which  JDat  art  my  laste  wo, 
And  in  my  lyf  my  laste  ioye  also! 
O    gemme    of    chastitee!    in    pacience 
Tak[e]  thou  thy  deeth,  for  this  is  my 

sentence, 
ffor  loue,  and  nat  for  hate  thou  most  65 

be    deed; 
My  pitous  hand  moot  smyten  of  thyn 

heed. 

Alias!   that   euere   Apius   the   say! 
Thus  hath  he  falsly  bugged  the  to-day' — 
And  tolde  hir(e)  al  the  cas,  as  ye  bifore 
Han  herd — nat   nedeth  for   to  telle   it  70 


absence 

I  may  nat  yeue  diffynytif  sentence. 
Lat  do  hym  calle,  and  I  vvol  gladly 

heere; 
Th6u  shalt  haue  al  right,  and  no  wrong 

heere.' 

15  ^|  Virginius  cam  to  wite  the  uiges  wille, 
And   right   anon   was   rad   this   cursed 

bille; 
The    sentence    of    it    was    as    ye    shul 

heere : 
^['To    yow,    my    lord,    sire    Apius    so 

deere, 

Sheweth  youre  poure  seruant  Claudius 
20  How  that  a  knyght,  called  Virginius, 
Agayns  the  lawe,  agayn  al  equitee 
Holdeth,  expres  agayn  the  wyl  of  me, 
My  seruant,  which  J)at  is  my  thral 

by    right, 
Which  fro  myn  hous  was  stole  vp-on 

a  nyght, 
25  Whil  J)at   she  was  ful  yong;  this  wol 

I    preeue 
By  witnesse,   lord,   so   J)at  it  nat  yow 

greeue. 
She  nys  his  doghter  nat,  what  so  he 

seye; 
Wherfore   to   yow,   my  lord  the  iuge, 

I    preye : 
Yeld  me  my  thral,   if  J)at  it  be  youre 

wille!' 
30  Lo,   this    was    al    the   sentence   of   his 

bille. 

•[Virginius  gaii  vp-on  the  cherl  biholde, 
But  hastily— er   he   his   tale  tolde, 
And  wolde  haue  preeued  it,  as  sholde 

a   knyght, 
And    eek    by    witnessyng    of    many^a 

wight, 
35  That  it  was  fals  that  seyde  his  aduer- 

sarie — 

This  cursed  iuge  wolde  no-thyng  tarie, 
Ne  heere  a  word  moore  of  Virginius, 
But  yaf  his  niggement,  and  seyde  thus : 
^['1  deeme  anon  this  cherl  his  seruant 

haue ! 


12111.  This  luge  He.D.     12.  diffynyue  E.     12/13.1.4337/^8.     28.  Wher  He.     41.  bryng 
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[C  231-256] 

*[['O    mercy,    deere    fader!'    quod    this 

mayde, 
And    with    that    word    she    bothe    hir 

armes  layde 
Aboutc   his    nekke,    as    she    was    wont 

to  do. 

The  teeris  bruste  out  of  hir  [ejye'n  two, 

75  And  seyde,  'Goode  fader,  shal  I  dye? 

Is  ther  no  grace,  is  ther  no  remedye?' 

^['No,  certes,  deere  doghter  myn,'  quod 

he. 
•['Thanne   yif  me  leyser,   fader  myn,' 

quod    she, 
'My    deeth    for    to    compleyne    a    litel 

space. 
80  ffor,    pardee,     lepte    yaf    his    doghter 

grace  f) 
ffor    to    compleyne,    er    he    hire    slow, 

alias  I 
And,    God   it   woot,    no-thyng  was  hir 

trespas, 

But  for  she  ran  hir  fader  first  to  see, 
To  welcome  hym  with  greet  solempni- 

tee.' 
85  And  with  that  word   she  fil   aswowne 

anon. 

And  after,  whan  hir  swownyng  is  agon, 
She  riseth  vp,  and  to  hir  fader  sayde, 
'Blissed  be  God  that  I  shal  dye  a 

mayde ! 
Yif   me   my   deeth,    er   that    I    haue   a 

shame. 
90  Dooth   with    your(e)    child    youre    wyl, 

a  Goddes  name !' 
•[[And  with  that  word  she  preyed  hym 

ful  ofte 
That  with  his  swerd   he  wolde  smyte 

softe ; 
And    with    that    word    aswowne    doun 

she   fil. 
Hir  fader,  with  ful  sorweful  herte  and 

wil, 
95  Kir  heed  of  smoot,  and  by  the  top  it 

hente, 
And  to  the  iuge  he  gan  it  to  'presente, 


[C  257-286] 

As  he  sat  yet  in  doom  in  consistorie. 
And  whan  the  rage  it  saugh,  as  seith 

the   storie, 
He    bad    to    take    hym,    and   anhange 

hym    faste. 
But   right   anon   a   thousand    peple   in  00 

thraste 
To  saue  the  knyght,  for  routhe  and  for 

pitee  ; 

ffor   knowen.    was    the    false    miquitee. 
The   peple   anon  hath   suspect   of  this 

thyng, 

By  manere  of  the  cherles  chalangyng, 
That   it  was  by   the  assent  of  Apius;  05 
They  wisten  wel  that  he  was  lecherus. 
ffor  which  vn-to  this  Apius  they  gon, 
And    caste    hym    in    a    prisown    right 

anon, 

Ther-as  he  slow  hym-self ;  and  Claudius, 
That    seruant    was    vn-to    this    Apius,   10 
Was  demed  for  to  hange  vpon  a  tree, 
But   that    Virginius,    of    his    pitee, 
So  preyde  for  hym,  that  he  was  exiled, 
And  elles,  certes,  he  had  been  bigyled. 
The  remenant  were  anhanged,   moore  15 

and   lesse, 
That  were   consentant   of  this   cursed- 

nesse. — 
J/eere  men  may  seen  how  synne  hath 

his   merite ! 
Beth   war!    for    no    man    woot    whom 

God  wol  smyte 

In  no  degree,  ne  in  which  maner(e)  wyse 
The  worm  of  conscience   may  agryse  20 
Of   wikked    lyf,    though    it    so    pryuee 

be, 
That  no  men  woot  ther-of  but  God  and 

he. 

ffor  be  he  lewed  man,  or  ellis  lered, 
He  noot  how  soone  J)at  he  shal  been 

afered. 

Therfore  I  rede  yow  this  conseil  take:  25 
f forsaketh  synne,  er  synne  yow  forsake ! 
5[Heere   endeth   the   Phisiciens   tale. 
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[C  287-312] 

15.  The  Pardoners  Tale. 

a)   f  The   wordes*)  of  the   Hoost  to 
the   Phisicien   and   the   Pardoner. 

Oure  Hooste  gan  to  swere  as  he  were 

wood : 
'Harrow/  quod  he,  'by  nayles  and  by 

blood! 
This    was    a    fals    cherl    and    a     fals 

nistise. 

30  As  shameful  deeth  as  herte  may  deuyse 
Come  to  thise  [false]  ^uges  and  hir(e) 

aduocatz ! 

Algate  this  sely  mayde  is  slayn,  alias! 
Alias,  to  deere  boughte  she  beautee! 
Wherfore  I  seye  al-day,  as  men  may 

see, 

35  That  yiftes  of  ffortune  and  of  Nature 
Been  cause  of  deeth  to  many~a  crea 
ture.   [C  297/98] 

Of  bothe  yiftes  that  I  speke  of  now 
Men  han  ful  ofte  moore  for  harm  than 

prow. 
^[But    trewely,    myn    owene     mayster 

deere, 

40  This  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  heere; 
But  nathelees,  passe  ouer — is  no  fors! 
I  praye  to  God  so  saue  thy  gentil  cors, 
And  eek  thyne  vrinals  and  thy  *ur- 

dones, 

Thyn  ypocras,    and   eek   thy   </aliones, 

45  And  euery  boyste  ful  of  thy  letuarie; 

God  blesse  hem,  and  oure  lady  Seinte 

Marie! 

So  mote  I  theen,  thou  art  a  propre  man 
And  lyk  a  prelat,  by  Seint  Ronyan! 
Seyde  I  nat  wel?  I  kan  nat  speke  in 

terme, 
50  But  wel  I  woot  thou  doost  myn  herte 

to  erme, 


I222J — 12269 

[C  313—33IJ 

That   I   almoost  haue  caught  a  cardy- 

nacle. 

By  corpus   bones!   but    I   haue  triacle, 
Or    elles    a    draughte    of    moyste    and 

corny   ale, 

Or    but    I    heere    anon    a    myrie    tale, 
Myn    herte    is    lost    for    pitee    of   this  51 

mayde. 
Thou    beel    amy,    thou    Pardoner/    he 

sayde, 
'Telle   vs   som   myrthe   or   iapes   right 

anon.' 
^['It  shal  be  doon/  quod  he,  'by  Seint 

Ronyon ! 
'But    first/    quod    he,    'heere    at    this 

ale-stake 
I    wol    bothe    drynke    and    eten    of    a  6C 

cake.' 
*~And  right  anon  the  gentils  gonne  to 

crye, 

'Nay,  lat  hym  telle  vs  of  no  ribaudye! 
Telle  vs  som  moral  thyng,  }}at  we  may 

leere 
Som   wit,   and   thanne   wol   we   gladly 

heere.' 
^"'1    graunte    ywis/    quod    he,    'but    I 

moot   thynke 
Vp-on   som    honeste   thyng,   while   J>at 

I     drynke.' 

b)  ^1  Heere  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the 
Pardoners    tale.**) 

*  Radix  malorum  est  Cupiditas.    Ad 
Thimotheutn.    6°. 

'Lordynges/  quod  he,  'in  chirches  whan 

I    preche, 

I  peyne  me  to  han  an  hauteyn  speche. 
And  rynge  it  out  as  round?  as  gooth  a 

belle, 


65 
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[C  332-360] 

70  ffor    I    kan    al    by    rote    that    I  telle. 
My   theme    is    alwey    oon,    and    euere 

was: 

Radix    malorum    est   cupiditas. 
First  I  pronounce  whennes  })at  I  come, 
And   thanne    my   bulles   shewe    I,   alle 

and    some ; 

75  Oure  lige  lordes  seel  on  my  patente, 
That     shewe     I     first,     my     body     to 

warente, 
That  no  man  be  so  boold,  ne  preest, 

ne    clerk, 

Me  to  destourbe  of  Cristes  hooly  werk. 
And    after    that    thanne    telle    I    forth 

my  tales; 

80  Bulles  of  popes  and  of  cardynales, 
Of  patriarkes  and  bishoppes    I   shewe, 
And  in  latyn  I   speke  a  wordes  fewe, 
To  saffron  with  my  predicaciown, 
And  for  to  stire  hem  to  devociown. 
85  Thanne  shewe  I  forth  my  longe  cristal 

stones, 

Ycrammed  ful  of  cloutes  and  of  bones  ; 
Relikes     been    they,    as    wenen    they 

echoon. 
Thanne   haue    /   in   latown  a   sholder- 

boon, 
Which    that    was    of    an    hooly    I  ewes 

sheep. 
90  "Goode    men,"    I    seye,    "taak    of   my 

wordes  keep[e]I 
If  that   this    boon    be   wasshe   in  any 

welle, 

If  cow,  or  calf,  or  sheep,  or  oxe  s welle, 
That    any    worm    hath    ete,    or    worm 

ystonge, 
Taak  water  of  that   welle,  and  wassh 

his   tonge, 

95  And  it  is  hool  anon;  and  forthermoore 
Of  pokkes,  and  of  scabbe,  and  euery 

soore 
Shal  euery  sheep  be  hool  {>at  of  this 

welle 
Drynketh  a  draughte — taak  keep[e]  eek 

what    I    telle ! 


[C  361-388] 
that    the    goode    man    that     the 

beestes    oweth 
Wol  euery  wyke,  er  that  the  cok  hym  00 

croweth, 
ffastynge     drinkew     of     this     welle     a 

draughte, 

As  thilke  hooly  lew  oure  eldres  taughte, 
Rise  beestes  and  his  stoor  shal  multi- 

plie. 

^[And,  sire,  also  it  heeleth  I'alousie; 
ffor  though  a  man  be  falle  in  talous  05 

rage, 

La.t  maken  with  this  water  his  potage, 
And  neuere  shal  he  moore  his  wyf 

mystriste, 
Though  he  the  soothe  of  hir  defaute 

wiste, 
Al    had    she    taken    preestes    two     or 

thre. 
^[Heere  is  a  witeyn  eek,  that  ye  may  10 

se! 
He   J>at    h'is    hand    wol    putte    in   this 

w'itayn, 

He  shal  haue  multipliyng  of  his  grayn, 
Whan  he  hath  sowen,  be  it  whete  or 

otes, 

So  J>at  he  offre  pens,  or  elles  grotes. 
*[[  Goode  men  and  wommen!  o  thyng  15 

warne    I    yow  I 

If  any  wight  be  in  this  chirche  now 
That  hath  doon  synne  horrible,  J>at  he 
Dar  nat  for  shame  of  it  yshryuen  be, 
Or  any  womman,  be  she  yong  or  old, 
That  hath  ymaad  hir  housbonde  coke-  20 

wold: 
Swich  folk  shal  haue  no  power  ne  no 

grace 

To  offren  to  my  relikes  in  this  place; 
And  who-so  fyndeth  hym  out  of  swich 

/Wame, 
They  wol  come  vp  and  offre  on  Goddes 

name, 

And  I   assoille  hem  by  the  auctoritee  25 
Which   that    by    bulle    ygraunted    was 

to  me." 


I227lff. :  umgeftellt  u.  ieiltoeife  beranbert  D.  72:  bfll.  14035  it.  18956.  88.  I  f.  E. 
001.  18783].  89.  lew:  3aco&  [I.  9Kof.  XXX,  32 ff.].  95/96.  forthermoor :  soor  E.He.  (Gl.) 
(ML  22331.,  2741  f.,  2847f.,  9ii9f.,  I5937f.]-  12301.  drynken  He.D.  04.  sires  C.,  etc.  (Sk., 
Gl.).  20.  y-maad  C.L.H.4,  made  P.S1.,  ymaked  E.He.D.  23.  fame  E.  24.  They]  He  He. 
(Sk.);  on  E.,  a  He.D.,  in  C.,  etc.  (Sk.).  25.  hem  E.H.*,  hym  He.,  etc.  (Sk.). 


2,6 


15.  The  Pardoners  Tale. 


[c  389-417] 

^['By   this   gaude   haue    I   wonne   yeer 

by  yeer 

And    hundred    mark    sith    I    was    par 
doner. 

I    stonde    lyk   a    clerk    in   my   pulpet, 
30  And   whan   the    lewed    peple    is    doun 

yset, 

I  preche  so  as  ye  han  herd  bifoore, 
And  telle  an  hundred  false  zapes 

moore. 
Thanne  peyne  I  me  to  strecche  forth 

the  nekke, 
And   est   and   west   vp-on   the   peple   I 

bekke, 

35  As  dooth  a  dowue  sittynge  on  a  berne. 
Myne  handes  and  my  tonge  goon  so 

yerne, 

That  it  is  ioye  to  se  my  bisynesse. 
Of  rtuarice  and  of  swich  cursednesse 
Is  al  my  prechyng,  for  to  make  hem 

free 
40  To  yeue[n]  hir  pens,  and  namely  vn-to 

me. 
ffor   myn   entente    is    nat    but   for   to 

wynne, 

And  no-thyng  for  correcckwn  of  synne. 
I  rekke  neuere,  whan  ]>at  they  been 

beryed, 
Though   J)at   hir   soules    goon   a-blake- 

beryed. 
45  ffor  certes,  many~a  predicacioim 

Comth  ofte  tyme  of  yuel  entenciown; 
Som  for  plesance  of  folk  and  flaterye, 
To   been   auaunced   by    ypocrisye, 
And    som    for    veyne-glorie,~and    som 

for  hate. 
50  ffor    whan    I    dar    noon    other    weyes 

debate, 
Thanne   wol    I    stynge    hym   with   my 

tonge   smerte 

In  prechyng,  so  J>at  he  shal  nat  asterte 
To  been  defamed  falsly,  if  that  he 
Hath  trespased  to  my  bretheren  or  to 

me. 
55  ffor   though    I    telle    noght   his    propre 

name, 


12327—12387 

[C  418-449 
Men    shal    wel    knowe    that    it    is   the 

same 

By  signes  and  by  othere  circumstances. 
Thus  quyte  I  folk  that  doon  vs  dis- 

plesances ; 
Thus   spitte    I    out    my   venym   vnder 

hewe 
Of     holynesse,    to    semen    hoolly^and  6( 

trewe. 

•[But  shortly  myn  entente  I  wol  deuyse : 
I  preche  of  no-thyng  but  of  coueityse; 
Therfore  my  theme  is  yet  and  euere 

was: 

Radix    malorum    est   cupiditas. 
Thus  kan   I    preche   agayn  that  same  6 

vice 

Which  }}at  I  vse,  and  that  is  auarice. 
But  though  my-self  be  gilty  in  that 

synne, 
Yet     kan    I    maken     oother    folk     to 

twynne 

ffrom   auarice,   and   soore    to   repente. 
But  that  is  nat  my  principal  entente;  71 
I   preche  no-thyng  but  for  coueitise — 
Of  this  mateere  it  oghte  ynogh  suffise. 
*[  Thanne  telle  I  hem  ensamples  many 

oon 

Of  olde  stories  longe  tyme  agoon; 
ffor  lewed  peple  louen  tales  olde,          7 
Swiche  thynges  kan  they  wel  reporte 

and  holde. 
What,    trowe    ye,    the    whiles    I    may 

preche, 

And  wynne  gold  and  siluer  for  I  teche, 
That    I    wol   lyue    in   pouerte   wilfully? 
Nay,  nay,  I  thoghte  it  neuere  trewely!  8 
ffor  I  wol  preche  and  begge  in  sondry 

landes  ; 
I    wol   nat   do    no   labour   with   myne 

handes, 

Ne  make   baskettes,   and   lyue  therby, 
By   cause    I    wol    nat    beggen   ydelly. 
I  wol  noon  of  the  Apostles  countrefete,  8 
I   wol  haue  moneie,   wolle,  chese,  and 

whete, 
Al  were  it  yeuen  of  the  pouereste  page, 
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The  Pardoners  Tale. 


[C  4S°-47S\ 

Or  of  the  pouereste  wydwe  in  a  village, 

Al   sholde   hir   children   sterue   for  fa- 

myne. 

90  Nay,  I  wol  drynke  licour  of  the  vyne, 
And    haue    a    ioly    wenche    in    euery 

toun. 
But      herkneth,     lordynges,     in     con- 

clusioun : 

^[  Youre  likyng  is  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale ; 
Now  haue  I  dronke  a  draughte  of 

corny   ale, 
95  By   God,    I    hope    I    shal   yow  telle   a 

thyng 
That    shal    by    reson    been    at    youre 

likyng. 
ffor   though    my-self   be   a   ful   vicious 

man, 

A  moral  tale  yet  I  yow  telle  kan, 
Which  I  am  wont  to  preche  for  to 

wynne. 
00  Now,    hoold    your(e)    pees!    my   tale    I 

wol   bigynne.' 

c)  ^[Heere   bigynneth  the   Pardoners 
tale. 

In  fflaundres  whilom  was  a  compaignye 
Of  yonge  folk,  that  haunteden  folye, 
As  riot,  hasard,  stywes,  and  iauernes, 
Where-as  with  harpes,  lutes,  and  gy- 

ternes 
05  They    daunce    and    pleye[n]    at    dees, 

bothe    day    and    nyght, 
And  ete[n]  also  and  drynken  ouer  hir 

myght, 
Thurgh    which    they    doon    the    deuel 

sacrifise 
With-mne     that     deueles     temple,     in 

cursed  wise, 

By    superfluytee    abhomynable. 
10  Hir  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  damp- 

nable, 
That    it    is    grisly    for    to    heere    hem 

swere. 

Oure  blissed  iordes  body  they  to-tere; 
Hem  toughte  J)at  I  ewes  rente  hym 

noght  ynough, 


And 


at 


476507 
otheres    synne 


15 


20 


ech    of    hem 

lough. 
And    right    anon    thanne    comen    tom- 

besteres 

ffetys  and  smale,  and  yonge  ffrutesteres, 
Syngeres  with  harpes,  fraudes,  wafereres, 
Whiche  been  the  verray  deueles  offi- 

ceres, 
To  kyndle  and  blowe  the  fyr  of  lech- 

erye, 

That    is    annexed    vn-to    glotonye. 
The  hooly  writ  take   I  to  my  witnesse 
That   luxurie^is    in   wyn    and    dronke- 

nesse. 
Lo,  how  |>at  dronken  Looth,  vnkynde- 

ly.t) 

!    Lay  by  hise  doghtres  two  vnwityngly; 
i    So  dronke  he  was,  he  nyste  what  he  25 

wroghte. 
^[H  erodes — who-so     wel      the      stories 

soghte — 
Whan   he    of  wyn   was   repleet   at   his 

feeste, 
Right   at   his   owene   table   he   yaf  his 

heeste 

To  sleen  the  Baptist  lohn  ful  giltelees. 
•jTSenec  seith  a  good  word,  doutelees:  30 

[^Seneca 

He  scith  he  kan  no  difference  fynde 
Bitwix  a  man  that  is  out  of  his  mynde, 
A'nd  a  man  which  that  is  dronkelewe, 
But  that  woodnesse,  falleji  in  a  shrewe, 
Perseuereth  lenger  than  dooth  dronke-  35 

nesse. 

O   glotonye,   ful   of   cursednesse! 
O  cause  first  of  oure  confuskmn! 
O   original   of   oure    dampnaciosm, 
Til    Crist    hadde    boght    vs    with    his 

blood    agayn ! 

L6,    how    deere,    shortly    for    to   sayn,  40 
Aboght    was    thilke    cursed    vileynye ! 
Corrupt  was  al  this  world  for  glotonye. 
^  Adam,  oure  fader,  and  his  wyf  also 
ffro  Paradys  to  labour  and  to  wo 
Were    dryuen   for    that    vice,    it    is   no  45 

drede. 


12403.  stywes  E.H.4,  Stewes  He.,  etc. 


c.    05. 
.  18765. 


.  pleye  G.C.L.H.4  (Sk.).     06.  etc  He.G.D.H.* 

'  wtetfte 


(Sk.);  drynke  He.G.L.H.4,  f.  P.  13:  fcgl.  18765.  23:  I.  9ttof.  XIX,  33.  26:  Stoei  imerf)ti 
$erfe  etngefiigt  C.L.  [9Kattf>.  XIV,  6ff.].  30.  Seneca  H.*  (Gl.);  Senek  sai|)  eek  C.L.  (Sk. 
[Eoist.  83].  34.  fallen  E.H.*,  yfallen  He.G.D.  (Sk.).,  is  f.  C.P.L.  42:  tog!.  19060. 


2*8 


15.  The  Pardoners  T«-ue. 


12446—12  507 


[c  508-537] 

ffor  whil  J)at  Adam  fasted,  as  I  rede,f) 
He  was  in  Paradys,  and  whan  J)at  he 
Eet  of  the  fruyt  deffended  on  the 

tree, 

Anon  he  was  out-cast  to  wo  and  peyne. 
50  O    glotonye,    on    thee    wol    oghte    vs 

pleyne ! 

O,  wiste  a  man  how  manye  maladyes 
ffolwen  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes, 
He  wolde  been  the  moore  mesurable 
Of  his  diete,  sittynge  at  his  table! 
55  Alias  1  the  shorte  throte,  the  tendre 

mouth 
Maketh  {>at  Est,  and  West,  and  North, 

and  South, 
In    erthe,    in    eir,    in    water,    man    to 

swynke, 
To  gete  a  glotown  deyntee  mete  and 

drynke. 
Of  this  matiere,   o   Paul,  wel  kanstow 

trete ! 
60  'Mete   vn-to   wombe,   and   wombe   eek 

vn-to    mete,  f) 
Shal  God  destroyen  bothe ,  as  Paulus 

seith. 

Alias,  a  foul  thyng  is  it,  by  my  feithl 
To  seye  this  word,  and  fouler  is  the 

dede, 
Whan  man  so  drynketh  of  the  white 

and   rede, 

65  That  of  his  throte  he  maketh  his  pryuee 
Thurgh    thilke    cursed    superfluitee. 
^[The  Apostel  wepyng  seith  ful  pitously, 
'Ther   walken    manye   of   whiche    yow 

toold  haue  I — 
I    seye    it    now    wepyng,    with    pitous 

voys — 

70  Thai  been  enemys  of  Cristes  croys, 
Of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  wombe 

is  hir  god, 

O    wombe!    o    belyPo    stynkyng    cod, 

f fulfilled  of  donge  and  of  corrupcioun! 

At  either  ende  of  thee  foul  is  the  soun. 

75  How  greet  labour  and  cost  is  thee  to 

f ynde ! 


[C  538-569] 
Thise   cookes,    how   they   stampe,   and 

streyne,  and  grynde, 
And  turnen  substaunce  in-to  accident, 
To    fulfille[n]    al    thy    likerous    talent! 
Out  of  the  harde   bones  knokke  they 
The  mary,  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey  8< 
That  may  go  thurgh  the  golet  softe  and 

swoote ; 

Of  spicerie,  of  leef,  and  bark,  and  roote 
Shal  been  his  sauce  ymaked  by  delit, 
To  make  hym  yet  a  newer  appetit. 
But,  certes,  he  that  haunteth  swiche  8! 

delicesf) 

Is  deed,  whil  J)at  he  lyueth  in  tho  vices. 
^[A  lecherous  thyng  is  wyn,  and 

dronkenessef) 

Is  ful  of  stryuyng  and  of  wrecchednesse. 
O  dronke  man!  disfigured  is  thy  face, 
Sour  is  thy  breeth,  foul  artow  to  em-  9< 

brace ; 
And   thurgh   thy   dronke   nose   semeth 

the  soun 
As    though    thou    seydest    ay,    'Samp- 

soun,  Sampsoun!' 
And  yet,   God  woot,   Sampsoun  drank 

neuere  no  wyn. 

Thou  fallest  as  it  were  a  styked  swyn; 
Thy  tonge  is  lost,  and  al  thyn  honeste  9i 

cure, 

ffor    dronkenesse    is    verray    sepulture 
Of  mannes  wit  and  his  discreciown. 
In  whom  J)at  drynke  hath  dominaciotm, 
He  kan  no  conseil  kepe,  it  is  no  drede. 
Now  kepe  yow  fro  the  white  and  fro  0( 

the  rede, 

And  namely  fro  the  white  wyn  of  iepe. 
That  is  to  selle  in  ffysshstrete  or  in 

Chepe. 

This  wyn  of  Spaigne   crepeth  subtilly 
In   othere    wynes   growynge   faste   by, 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  fumositee,  Oi 
That,     whan     a     man     hath     dronken 

draughtes  thre, 
And   weneth   that   he    be   at   hoom  in 

Chepe, 
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12  508 — 12  569 


The  Pardoners  Tale. 


LC  570—599] 

He  is  in  Spaigne,   right  at  the  toune 

of  .Lepe, 
Nat   at    the    Rochele,    ne    at    Burdeux 

toun; 
10  And  thanne   wol  he   seye,   'Sampsoun, 

Sampsoun !' 
^[But    herkneth,    lordynges,    o    word    I 

yovv  preye! 

That  alle  the  souereyn  actes,  dar  I  seye, 
Of  victories  in  the  olde  testament 
Thurgh  verray  God,  hat  is  omnipotent, 
15  Were     doon     in     abstinence     and     in 

preyere : 
Looketh  the  Bible,  and  ther  ye  may  it 

leere! 

*[Looke  Attilla,  the  grete  eonquerour, 
Deyde  in  his  sleep,  with  shame  and 

dishonour, 
Bledynge    ay    at    his    nose    in    dronke- 

nesse ; 

20  A  capitayn  sholde  lyue  in  sobrenesse. 
And  ouer  al  this  auyseth  yow  right  wel 
What  was  comaunded  vn-to  Lamwel — f) 
Nat  Samuel,  but  Lanutel  seye  I — : 
Redeth  the   Bible,   and   fynd[e]   it   ex- 

presly 

25  Of  wyn  yeuyng  to  hem  J)at  han  austise. 
Namoore  of  this,  for  it  may  wel  suffise. 
ANd  now  that  I  haue  spokefn]  of 

#lotonye, 

Now  wol   I  yow  deffenden  hasardrye. 
[^Of  Hasardrye 

Hasard  is  verray  mooder  of  lesynges,f) 
30  And   of    deceite,    and    cursed    forswer- 

ynges, 
Blaspheme  of  Crist,  manslaughtre,  and 

wast  also 

Of  catel  and  of  tyme,  and  forthermo 
It  is  repreeue  and  contrarie^of  honour 
ffor  to  been  holde  a  commune  hasard- 

our, 

35  And    euer    the    hyer    he    is    of   estaat, 
The  moore  is  he  i/holden  desolaat. 
If  that  a  pry  nee  vseth  hasardrye, 


In  alle  gouernawnce  and  policye 
He    is,    as    by    commune    opinkmn, 
Yholde  the  lasse  in  reputaciown.  40 

*[  Stilbown,  that  was  a  wys  embassadour, 
Was  sent  to  Corynthe  in  ful  greet 

honour 

ffro  Lacedomye  to  make[n]  hir  alliaunce. 
And  whan  he  cam,  hym  happede  par 

chaunce 
That   alle    the   gretteste    that   were   of  45 

that  lond, 

Pleyynge  atte  hasard  he  hem  fond; 
ffor  which,  as  soone  as  it  myghte  be, 
He  stal  hym  hoom  agayn  to  his  contree, 
And  seyde,  'Ther  wol  I  nat  lese  my 

name, 
Ne    I    wol   nat    take   on   me   so   greet  50 

defame, 

Yow  for  to  allie  vn-to  none  hasardours; 
Sendeth  othere  wise  embassadours ! 
ffor,   by   my  trouthe,    me  were  leuere 

dye 

Than  I  yow  sholde  to  hasardours  allye; 
ffor  ye,  that  been  so  glorious  in  hon-  55 

ours, 

Shul  nat  allyen  yow  with  hasardours 
As  by  my  wyl,  ne  as  by  my  tretee.' 
This  wise  philosophre,  thus  seyde  he. 
*[  Looke  eek  that  to  the  kyng  Demetrius 
The  kyng  of  Parthes,  as  the  book  seith  60 

vs, 
Sente  him  a  paire  of  dees  of  gold  in 

scorn, 

ffor  he  hadde  vsed  hasard  ther-bif orn  ; 
ffor  which  he  heeld  his  glorie~or  his 

renoun 

At  no  value  or  reputacioun. 
Lordes  may  fynden  oother  maner  pley  65 
Honeste  ynough  to  dryue  the  day  awey. 

[*i\0f  swering  &  forsweryng. 
Now  wol   I   speke   of  othes  false  and 

grete 

A  word  or  two,  as  olde  bookes  trete. 
Gret  sweryng  is  a  thyng  abhominable, 
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is  yet  moore  repreu- 


[C  632-658] 
70  And  fals  sweryn^ 

able. 
The   heighe    God   forbad    sweryng    at 

al-f) 

Witnesse  on  Mathew — ,  but  in  special 
Of  sweryng  seith  the  hooly  Ieremye,f) 
'Thou  shalt  stvere  sooth  thyne  othes, 

and   nat   lye, 
75  And  swere  in  doom,  and  eek  in  right- 

wisnesse ;' 

But  ydel  sweryng  is  a  cursednesse. 
Bihoold    and    se    that     in    the    firste 

table 

Of  heighe  Goddes  heestes  honurable, 
Hou  that  the  seconde  heeste  of  hym 

is  this: 

£0  *Tak[e]  nat  my  name  in  ydel  or  amys.' 
Lo,  rather  he  forbedeth  swich  sweryng 
Than  homycide  or  any  cursed  thyng! 
I  seye  that,  as  by  ordre,  thus  it  stond- 

eth; 
This  knowen  that  hise  heestes  vnder- 

stondeth, 
65  How  JDat   the   seconde   heeste   of   God 

is  that. 
And,  forther-ouer,    I   wol   thee  telle  al 

plat 
That  vengeance  shal  nat   parten  from 

his  hous 

That  of  hise  othes  is  to  outrageous. 
"By  Goddes  precious  herte,  and  by 

his  nayles, 
90  And    by    the    blood    of    Crist    that    is 

in  Hayles ! 
Seuene    is    my   chaunce,    and   thyn   is 

cynk   and   treye! 

By  Goddes  armes!  if  thou  falsly  pleye, 
This  dagger(e)  shal  thurgh-out  thyn 

herte  go !" 
This  fruyt  cometh  of  the  bicched  bones 

two: 

95  fforsweryng,  ire,  falsnesse,  homycide. 
Now  for  the  loue  of  Crist,  J)at  for  vs 

dyde, 


12  570—12623 

[C  659-685] 

youre    othes,    bothe    grete    and 

smale ! 
But,   sires,    now  wol    I   telle  forth  my 

tale. 

THise  riotoures  thre  of  whiche  I  telle, 
Loage  erst  er  prime  rong  of  any  belle, 
Were  set  hem  in  a  /auerne  to  drynke. 
And  as  they  sat,  they  herde  a  belle 

clynke 

Biforn  a  cors,  was  caried  to  his  graue. 
That  oon  of  hem  gan  callen  to  his 

knaue : 

'Go  bet/  quod  he,  'and  axe  redily 
What  cors  is  this  {>at  passeth  heer 

f orby ? 
And  looke  J)at  thou  reporte  his  name 

weel !' 
^['Sire,'     quod     this     boy,     'it     nedeth 

neueradeel, 
It  was   me  toold  er  ye  cam  heer  two 

houres ; 
He    was,    pardee,    an    old    felawe    of 

youres, 

And  sodeynly  he  was  yslayn  to-nyght, 
ffordronke,  as  he  sat  on  his  bench 

vpright. 
Ther  cam  a  priuee  theef  men  clepeth 

deeth, 

That  in  this  contree  al  the  peple  sleeth. 
And  with  his  spere  he  smoot  his  herte 

atwo, 
And  wente  his  wey  with-outen  wordes 

mo; 

He  hath  a  thousand  slayn  this  pestil 
ence. 

And,  maister,   er  ye   come  in  his  pre 
sence, 

Me  thynketh  that  it  were  necessarie 
ffor  to  be  war  of  swich  an  flduersarie: 
Beth  redy  for  to  meete  hym  euere- 

moore ! 
Thus    taughte    me    my    dame — I    seye 

namoore/ 
'By  seinte  Marie!'  seyde  this  /auerner, 
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[C  686—711] 

The    child    seith    sooth,    for    he    hath 

slayn  this  yeer 
25  Henne  ouer  a  mile,  with-rane  a  greet 

village, 
Bothe   man   and  womman,    child,   and 

hyne,    and    page ; 
I  trowe   his  habitaciown  be  there. 
To  been  auysed,  greet  wisdom  it  were, 
Er  that  he  dide  a  man  a  dishonour.' 
30  ^['Ye,  Goddes  armes!'  quod  this  riotour, 
'Is    it    swich    peril    with    hym    for    to 

meete  ? 
I   shal  hym  seke  by  wey  and  eek  by 

strete, 

I  make  auow  to  Goddes  digne  bones! 
Herkneth,    felawes !    we    thre    been    al 

ones. 
35  Lat   ech  of  vs   holde  vp  his   hand  til 

oother, 

And  ech  of  vs  bicomen  otheres  brother, 
And  we  wol  sleen  this  false  traytour 

deeth; 
He  shal  be  slayn  which  J>at  so  manye 

sleeth, 

By  Goddes   dignitee,   er  it  be  nyght!' 
40  ^[Togidres  han  thise  thre  hir  trouthes 

plight 
To    lyue    and    dyen    ech    of    hem    for 

oother, 
As  though   he  were   his   owene   ybore 

brother. 
And   vp   they   stirte,    and    dronken   in 

this    rage, 
And    forth    they    goon    towardes    that 

village, 
45  Of   which    the    Zauerner    hadde    spoke 

biforn. 
And   many~a   grisly   ooth   thanne   han 

they  sworn, 

And  Cristes  blessed  body  they  to-rente : 
Deeth  shal  be  deed,  if  that  they  may 

hym    hente ! 
«[Whan  they  han  goon  nat  fully  half 

a  wile, 


[C  712—736] 
Right  as  they  wolde  han  troden  ouer  50 

a  stile, 
An  oold   man  and  a  poure  with  hem 

mette. 

This  olde  man  ful  mekely  hem  grette, 
And    seyde    thus:    'Now,    lordes,    God 

yow  see!' 

The  proudeste  of  thise  riotoures  three 
Answerde  agayn,  'What,  carl  with  sory  55 

grace, 
Why    artow    al    forwrapped    saue    thy 

face? 
Why   lyuestow    so    longe    in    so   greet 

age?' 
•[This    olde    man    gan    looke    in    his 

visage, 
And   seyde   thus:   'ffor    I    ne   kan  nat 

fynde 
A    man,    though    }>at    I    walked    in-to  6& 

Ynde, 

Neither    in    citee,    nor    in    no    village, 
That    wolde    chaunge    bis    youthe    for 

myn  age; 
And    therfore    moot    I    han    myn    age 

stille, 

As  longe  tyme  as   it  is  Goddes  wille. 
^[Ne    deeth,    alias!    ne    wol    nat    han  65 

my   lyf; 

Thus   walke    I   lyk   a   restelees   kaityf, 
And    on    the    ground,    which    is     my 

moodres   gate, 
I  knokke  with  my  staf,  bothe  erly~and 

late, 
And    seye,    "ieeue    mooder,    leet    me 

in!     . 
Lo,  how  I  vanysshe  flessh,  and  blood,  70 

and  skyn! 
Alias!   whan   shul   my   bones   been  at 

reste? 
Mooder,    with    yow   wolde    I    chaunge 

my   cheste 
That  in  my  chambre  longe  tyme  hath 

be, 
Ye,  for  an  heyre-clowt  to  wrappe  me!" 
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12675—12723 


[C  737-762J 
75  But   yet   to   me   she   wol   nat   do   that 

grace, 
ffor  which  ful  pale  and  welked  is  my 

face. 

^[  But,  sires,   to  yow  it  is  no  curteisye 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vileynye, 
But    he    trespasse    in    word,    or    elles 

in  dede. 
80  In    hooly    writ    ye    may    your-self    wel 

rede : 
"Agayns  an  oold  man,  hoor  vpon  his 

heed,f) 
Ye    sholde    arise;"    wherfore     I    yeue 

yow   reed: 
Ne    dooth    vn-to    an    cx)ld    man    noon. 

harm  now, 
Namoore  than  J)at  ye  wolde  men  dide 

to  yow 

85  In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abyde. 
And  God  be  with  yow,  wher(e)  ye  go 

or  ryde! 

I  moot[e]  go  thider  as  I  haue  to  go.' 
^f'Nay,  olde  cherl,  by  God,  thou  shalt 

nat  so!' 

Seyde  this   oother   hasardour  anon, 
90  'Thou  partest  nat  so  lightly,  by  Seint 

lohn! 
Thou  spak  right  now  of  thilke  traytour 

deeth, 
That  in  this  contree  alle  oure  freendes 

sleeth. 
Haue  heer  my  trouthe,  as  thou  art  his 

espye, 
Telle   wher(e)   he   is,    or   thou   shalt   it 

abye, 

95  By  God  and  by  the  hooly  sacrementl 
ffor  soothly,  thou  art  oon  of  his  assent 
To  sleen  vs  yonge  folk,  thou  false 

theef!' 
^f'Now,  sires,'  quod  he,  if  J)at  ye  be  so 

leef 
To  fynde  deeth,  turne  vp  this  croked 

wey, 
00  ffor  in  that  groue  I  lafte  hym,  by  my  fey, 


[c  763-785] 

Vnder    a    tree,    and    there    he    wol[e] 

abyde; 
Noght  for  your(e)  boost  he  wol[e]  him 

no-thyng  hyde. 
Se   ye   that   ook?    .Kight  ther   ye  shal 

hym  fynde. 
God  saue  yow,  hat  boghte  agayn  man- 

kynde, 
And   yow   amende!' — Thus    seyde    this  0 

olde   man, 

And  euerich  of  thise  riotoures  ran 
Til  he  cam  to  that  tree,  and  ther  they 

founde 
Of    floryns     fyne     of     gold,     ycoyned 

rounde, 
Wel    ny    an    .VIIJ.    busshels,    as    hem 

thoughte. 
No    lenger    thanne    after    deeth    they  1 

soughte, 
But  ech  of  hem  so  glad  was  of  that 

sighte, 
ffor  JDat  the  floryns  been  so  faire  and 

brighte, 
That    doun    they    sette    hem    by    this 

precious  hoord. 
The  worste  of  hem,  he  spak  the  firste 

word: 
^['Bretheren,'   quod   he,    'taak   keep[e]   1 

what  Ipat   I  seye! 
My  wit  is  greet,  though  J)at  I  bourde 

and  pleye. 

This  tresor  hath  ffortune  vn-to  vs  yiuen, 
In    myrthe    and    ^oliftee    oure    lyf    to 

lyuen; 
And   lightly   as   it    comth,    so   wol   we 

spende. 
Ey,    Goddes    precious    dignitee!    who  2 

wende 
To-day  that  we  sholde   han  so  fair  a 

grace  ? 
But   myghte    this   gold    be   caried   fro 

this  place 
Hoom    to    myn    hous,    or    elles    vn-to 

youres — 
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[C  786—811] 

ffor  wel   ye  woot   hat  al  this  gold  is 

oures — 

25  Thanne  were  we  in  heigh  felicitee! 
But  trewely,  by  daye  it  may  nat  bee. 
Men  wolde  seyn  J)at  we  were  theues 

stronge, 
And   for    oure    owene    tresor   doon   vs 

honge. 

This  tresor  moste  ycaried  be  by  nyghte 

30  As  wisely  and  as  slyly  as  it  myghte; 

Wherfore  I  rede  J>at  cut  among  vs  alle 

Be  drawe,  and  lat  se  wher  the  .cut  wol 

falle. 
And  he  J)at  hath   the  cut,  w'ith  herte 

blithe 
Shal   renne    to    the    town[e],    and   that 

ful  swithe, 
35  And    brynge    vs    breed    and    wyn    ful 

priuely; 

And  two  of  vs  shul  kepen  subtilly 
This    tresor    wel,    and    if    he    wol    nat 

tarie, 
Whan  it  is  nyght,  we  wol  this  tresor 

carie, 
By  oon  assent,  wher(e)-as  vs  thynketh 

best.' 
40  That  oon  of  hem  the  cut  broghte  in 

his  fest, 
And  bad  hem  drawe,  and  looke  wher(e) 

it  wol  falle; 

And  it  fil  on  the  yongeste  of  hem  alle, 
And  forth  toward  the  toun  he  wente 

anon. 

And  al-so  soone  as  that  he  was  gon, 
45  That  oon  of  hem  spak  thus  vn-to  that 

oother : 
'Thow  knowest  wel  thou  art  my  sworne 

brother ; 

Thy  profit  wol  I  telle  thee  anon: 
Thou  woost   wel   that   oure   felawe   is 

agon, 
And  heere  is  gold,  and  that  ful  greet 

plentee, 


[C  812-835] 

That  shal  departed  been  among  vs^hre.  50 
But   nathelees,    if   I    kan   shape   it  so, 
That  it  departed  were  among  vs  two, 
Hadde    I    nat    doon    a    freendes    torn 

to  thee?' 
*[That  oother  answerde,   'I    noot   hou 

that  may  be; 
He   woot    how   that   the   gold   is   with  55 

vs  tweye. 
What   shal   we   doon?    What   shal   we 

to  hym  seye?' 
«['Shal  it  be  conseil?'  seyde  the  firste 

shrewe, 

'And  I  shal  tellen,  in  a  wordes  fewe, 
What  we  shal  doon,  and  brynge[n]  it 

wel  aboute.' 
«['!    graunte,'    quod   that    oother,    'out  60 

of   doute, 
That,  by  my  trouthe,   I  shal  thee  nat 

biwreye.' 
•['Now,'  quod  the  firste,   'thou  woost 

wel  we  be  tweye, 
And  two  of  vs  shul  strenger  be  than 

oon. 
Looke,  whan  f>at  he  is  set,  thou  right 

anoon 
Aryse,    as    though    thou    woldest    with  65 

hym  pleye, 
And  I  shal  ryue  hym  thurgh  the  sydes 

tweye, 
Whil  that  thou  strogelest  with  hym  as 

in  game, 
And  with  thy  dagger(e)  looke  thou  do 

the  same. 
And  thanne  shal  al  this  gold  departed 

be, 

My  deere  freend,  bitwixen  me  and  thee.  70 
Thanne  may  we  bothe  oure  lustes  al[l) 

fulfille, 
And  pleye  at  dees  right  at  oure  owene 

wille.' 
And  thus  acorded  been  thise  shrewes 

tweye 
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12774—12828 


[C  836—861] 

To  sleen  the  thridde,  as  ye  han  herd 

me  seye. 
75  ^|  This  yongeste,  which  j>at  wente  vn-to 

the  toun, 
fful   ofte   in   herte    he   rolleth   vp   and 

doun 
The  beautee  of  thise  floryns  newe  and 

brighte. 
'O  Lord/   quod  he,   'if  so  were  J)at  I 

myghte 

Haue  al  this  tresor  to  my-self  allone, 
80  Ther  is  no  man  J)at  lyueth  vnder  the 

trone 

Of  God,  that  sholde  lyue  so  murye~as  I.' 
And  atte  laste  the  feend,  oure  enemy, 
Putte  in  his  thought  J)at  he  sholde  poy- 

son  beye, 
With    which     he    myghte    sleen     hise 

felawes  tweye. 
85  ffor-why  the  feend  foond  hym  in  swich 

lyuynge, 
That    he    hadde    leue    hym   to    sorwe 

brynge ; 

ffor  this  was  outrely  his  fulle  entente 
To  sleen  hem  bothe,  and  neuere  to 

repente. 
And  forth  he  gooth — no  lenger  wolde 

he  tarie — 

90  In,to   the   toun,   vn-to   a   pothecarie, 
And   preyed   hym   J>at   he   hym   wolde 

selle 
Som  poyson,  })at  he  myghte  his  rattes 

quelle ; 

And  eek  ther  was  a  polcat  in  his  hawe, 
That,  as  he  seyde,  hise  capowns  hadde 

yslawe, 
95  And    fayn    he    wolde    wreke    hym,    if 

he  myghte, 
On    vermyn,    J>at    destroyed    hym    by 

nyghte. 
*([The  pothecarie^answerde,  'And  thou 

shalt  haue 
A    thyng    that,    al-so    God    my    soule 

saue, 
In  al   this   world   ther   is   no   creature 


[C  862—890] 
That  ete[n]  or  dronke[n]   hath  of  this  C 

confiture 
Noght    but    the    montance    of   a    corn 

of   whete, 

That  he  ne  shal  his  lif  anon  forlete; 
Ye,  sterue  he  shal,  and  that  in  lasse 

while 
Than  thou   wolt   goon   a-paas  nat  but 

a  mile; 

This  poysoun  is  so  strong  and  violent.'  ( 
*[This   cursed   man   hath   in   his   hond 

yhent 

This  poysown  in  a  box,  and  sith  he  ran 
In-to  the  nexte  strete  vn-to  a  man, 
And  borwed   hym  large   botelZes  thre, 
And  in  the  two  his  poyson  poured  he,   : 
The   thridde    he    kepte    clene    for    his 

owene  drynke; 
ffor  al  the  nyght  he  shoop  hym  for  to 

swynke 
In  cariynge   of  the   gold   out   of  that 

place. 

And  whan  this  riotour  with  sory  grace 
Hadde  filled  with  wyn  hise  grete  botels  1 

thre, 

To  hise  felawes  agayn  repaireth  he. 
^What  nedeth  it  jto  sermone  of  it 

moore  ? 
ffor  right  [so]  as  th*y  hadde  cast  his 

deeth   bifoore, 
Right    so    they    han    hym    slayn,    and 

that  anon. 
And  whan  J>at  this  was  doon,  thus  spak  - 

that  oon: 
'Now    lat    vs    sitte    and    drynke,    and 

make  vs  merie, 

And  afterward  we  wol  his  body  berie.' 
And  with  that  word  it  happed  hym, 

par  cas, 

To  take  the  botel  ther  the  poyson  was, 
And  drank,  and  yaf  his  felawe  drynke  \ 

also, 

ffor  which  anon  they  storuen  bothe  two. 
^[But  certes,  I  suppose  that  Auycen 
Wroot  neuere  in  no  canon,  ne  in  no  fen, 
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[C  891-921] 

Mo  wonder  signes  of  empoisonyng 
30  Than  hadde  thise  wrecches  two  er  hir 

endyng. 

Thus  ended  been  thise  homycides  two, 
And  eek  the  false  empoysoner(e)  also. 
*[O  cursed  synne  of  alle  cursednesse! 

[^Auctor 

0  traitours  homycide !   .o.  wikkednesse ! 
35  O  glotonye,  luxurie,~and  hasardrye, 

Thou  blasphemour  of  Crist  with  vileyn- 

ye 

And  othes  grete  of  vsage  and  of  pride ! 
Alias,  mankynde!  how  may  it  bitide 
That  to  thy  creatour,  which  J>at  the 

wroghte, 
40  And  with  his  precious  herte-blood  thee 

boghte, 

Thou  art  so  fals  and  so  vnkynde,  alias  ? 
^[Now,  goode  men,  God  foryeue  yow 

your(e)  trespas, 

And  ware  yow  fro  the  synne  of  auarice ! 
Myn  hooly  pardown  may  yow  alle 

warice, 

45  So  J)at  ye  offre  nobles  or  sterlynges, 
Or  elles  siluer,  broches,  spoones,  rynges. 
Boweth  your(e)  heed  vnder  this  hooly 

bullel 
Com   vp,    ye   wyues,    offreth   of  youre 

wolle ! — 
Your  names   I   entre  heer  in  my  rolle 

anon; 
50  In-to  the  blisse  of  heuene  shul  ye  gon. 

1  yow   assoille   by   myn   heigh   power, 
Yow  J)at  wol  offre,  as  clene  and  eek 

as  cleer 
As  ye  were  born;   and  lo,  sires,  thus 

I    preche, 
And   Ihesu   Crist,   that   is   oure   soules 

leche, 

55  So  graunte  yow  his  pardown  to  receyue  ; 
ffor  that  is  best — I  wol  yow  nat  de- 

ceyue. 

But,  sires,  o  word  forgat  I  in  my  tale: 
I  haue  relikes  and  pardown  in  my  male 
As  fair(e)  as  any  man  in  Engelond, 


[C  922—947] 
Whiche  were  me  yeuen  by  the  popes  60 

hond. 

If  any~of  yow  wole  of  deuociown 
Offren,  and  han  myn  absoluciowi, 
Com  forth  anon,  and  kneleth  heere 

adoun, 

And    mekely    receyueth    my    pardoun; 
Or  elles  taketh  pardown  as  ye  wende,  65 
Al    newe    and    fressh,    at    euery   wiles 

ende, 
So    J)at    ye    offren    alwey    newe    and 

newe 
Nobles  or  pens  whiche  J)at  be  goode 

and  trewe. 
It    is    an    honour    to    euerich    that    is 

heer 
That   ye   mowe   haue   a   suffisant   par-  70 

doneer 

Tassoille  yow,  in  contree  as  ye  ryde, 
ffor  auentures  whiche  J)at  may  bityde. 
Parauenture  ther  may  fallen  oon  or 

two 
Doun  of  his  hors,  and  breke  his  nekke 

atwo; 
Looke  which  a  seuretee   is  it  to  yow  75 

alle 
That    I    am    in    your(e)    felaweship(e) 

yfalle, 
That   may  assoille   yow,   bothe   moore 

and   lasse, 
Whan  J>at  the  soule  shal  fro  the  body 

passe. 
I   rede  J>at  oure   hoost  heere  shal  bi- 

gynne, 

ffor  he  is  moost  envoluped  in  synne.  80 
Com  forth,  sir(e)  hoost,  and  offre  first 

anon, 
And  thou  shalt  kisse  my  relikes  euerych- 

on, 
Ye,   for   a   grote!     Fnbokele   anon  thy 

purs !' 
'Nay,   nay/   quod   he,   'thanne  haue   I 

Cristes   curs! 
Lat  be,'  quod  he,   'it  shal  nat  be,  so  85 

theech ! 
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[C  948-968;  81191] 

Thou  woldest  make  me  kisse  thyn  olde 

breech, 

And  swere  it  were  a  relyk  of  a  seint, 
Though   it   were   with   thy   fundement 

depeint. 
But  by  the  croys  which  {>at  seint  Eleyne 

fond! 
90  I  wolde   I   hadde  thy  coillons  in  myn 

hond 

In   stide    of  relikes    or   of   seintuarie! 
Lat   kutte    hem   of!    I    wol   with   thee 

hem   carie; 
They  shul   be   shryned   in  an   hogges 

toord.' 

^[This  Pardoner  answerde  nat  a  word; 
95  So  wrooth  he  was,  no  word  ne  wolde 

he    seye. 
^f'Now,'  quod   oure   hoost,    'I   wol  no 

lenger   pleye 
With  thee,  ne  with  noon  oother  angry 

man!' 

But  right  anon  the  worthy  knyght  bigan, 
Whan  })at  he  saugh  {>at  al  the  peple 

lough : 

00  'Namoore  of  this !  for  it  is  right  ynough. 
Sir(e)  Pardoner,  be  glad  and  myrie^of 

cheere ! 
And  ye,   sire,   hoost,   J>at   been  to  me 

so    deere, 

I  preyf  yow  })at  ye  kisse  the  Pardoner; 
And   Pardoner,    I   preye   thee,    draw[e] 

thee   neer, 
05  And,  as  we  diden,  lat  vs  laughe  and 

pleye !' 
Anon  they  kiste,  and  ryden  forth  hir 

weye. 
^[Heere  is  ended  the  Pardoners  tale. 


VII.  Fragment  (B  2-7). 

1 6.  The  Shipmannes  Tale. 

bigynneth    the    Shipmaunes 

tale. 

A  Marchant  whilom  dwelled  at  Seint 
Denys 


[B  1192—1219) 
That  riche  was,  for  which  men  helde 

hym    wys. 

A  wyf  he  hadde  of  excellent  beautee, 
And   compaignable    and    reuelous    was   H 

she, 
Which   is   a  thyng   that   causeth  more 

dispence 
Than  worth  is  al  the  chiere  and  reuer- 

ence 
That  men  hem  doon  at  festes  and  at 

daunces. 

Swiche  salutaciowns  and   contenaunces 
Passen  as   dooth  a   shadwe  vp-on  the  li 

wal; 

But  wo  is  hym  that  payen  moot  for  al ! 
The   sely    housbonde,   algate    he   moot 

paye; 
He   moot   vs   clothe,   and   he   moot  vs 

arraye 

Al  for  his  owene  worship(e)  richely, 
In  which  array  we  daunce  iolily. 
And  if  J)at  he  noght  may,  par  auenture, 
Or  ellis  list  no  swich  dispence  endure, 
But  thynketh  it  is  wasted  and  ylost, 
Thanne  moot  another  payen  for  oure 

cost, 

Or  lene  vs  gold,  and  that  is  perilous.  2 
^[This  noble  warchawnt  heeld  a  worthy 

hous, 
ffor   which    he   hadde    alday   so   greet 

repair 
ffor  his  largesse,  and  for  his  wyf  was 

fair, 
That  wonder  is;  but   herkneth  to   my 

tale! 
Amonges   alle    hise   gestes,    grete   and  3< 

smale, 
Ther    was    a    monk,    a    fair    man   and 

a  boold — 
I    trowe     of    thritty    wynter    he     was 

oold — , 
That    euere    in   oon    was    comynge    to 

that  place. 
This  yonge  wonk,  J)at  was  so  fair  of 

face, 
Aqueynted  was  so  with  the  goode  man,  3J 
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12956  —  12996 

[B  I220—I249J  |'B  1250—1280) 

Sith   that   hir  firste   knoweliche   bigan,       With    hym    and    with    his    wyf    a    day 


That   in   his   hous   as  famulier  was  he 
As  it  is  possible  any  freend  to  be. 
*[And    for    as    muchel    as    this    goode 

man 
40  And   eek   this   wonk,    of   which   J>at    I 

bigan, 

Were  bothe  two  yborn  in  o  village, 
The  monk  hym  claymeth  as  for  cosyn- 

age; 

And  he  agayn,  he  seith  nat  ones  nay, 
But  was  as  glad  ther-of  as  fowel  of 

day, 
45  ffor  to   his   herte   it  was  a  greet  ples- 

awnce. 
Thus  been  they  knyt  with  eterne  alli- 

a?mce, 

And  ech  of  hem  gan  oother  for  tassure 
Of  bretherhede  whil  JDat  hir  lyf  may 

dure. 
^[ffree    was    Daun    lohn,    and    namely 

of  dispence 

50  As   in  that  hous,   and  ful  of  diligence 
To    doon    plesawnce,    and    also    greet 

costage. 

He  noght  forgat  to  yeue  the  leeste  page 
In  al  the  hous;  but  after  hir  degree 
He  yaf  the  lord,  and  sitthe  al  his 

meynee, 
55  Whan  that  he  cam,  som  manere  honest 

thyng; 
ffor   which   they   were   as   glad   of  his 

comyng 
As  fowel  is  fayn  whan  J>at  the  sonne 

vp    riseth. 
Na-moore  of  this  as  now,  for  it  suffis- 

eth. 

But   so   bifel   this   warchant   on  a  day 

60  Shoop   hym   to    make    redy   his   array 

Toward   the    toun   of    Brugges   for   to 

fare, 

To  byen  there  a  porciown  of  ware; 
ffor  which  he  hath  to  Parys  sent  anon 
A  raessager,  and  preyed  hath  daun 

lohn 
65  That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Denys 

to  pleye 


or    tweye, 

Er  he  to  Brugges  wente,  in  alle  wise. 
^[This  noble  wionk,  of  which  I  yow 

deuyse, 

Hath  of  his  abbot,  as  hym  list,  licence, 
By  cause  he  was  a  man  of  heigh  prud-  70 

ence 

And  eek  an  officer  out  for  to  ryde, 
To  seen  hir  graunges  and  hir(e)  bernes 

wyde; 

And  vn-to  Seint  Denys  he  comth  anon. 
Who  was  so  welcome  as  my  lord  Daun 

lohn, 

Oure  deere  cosyn,  ful  of  curteisye?         75 
With  hym  broghte  he  a  iubbe  of  Mal- 

uesye 

And  eek  another,  ful  of  fyn  vernage, 
And  volatyl,  as  ay  was  his  vsage, 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  ete,  and  drynke, 

and  pleye, 
This  warchant  and  this   wonk,  a  day  80 

or  tweye. 
^[The    thridde    day   this    warchant    vp 

ariseth, 

And  on  hise  nedes  sadly  hym  auyseth, 
And  vp  in-to  his  countour-hous  gooth  he 
To  rekene  with  hym-selwe,  wel  may  be, 
Of  thilke  yeer  how  J>at  it  with  hym  85 

stood, 
And  how  J>at  he  despended  hadde  his 

good, 

And  if  J)at  he  encressed  were  or  noon. 
Hise  bookes  and  hise  bagges  many  oon 
He  leith  biforn  hym  on  his  countyng- 

bord. 

fful  riche  was  his  tresor  and  his  hord,  90 
ffor  which  ful  faste  his  countour-dore  he 

shette; 
And  eek  he  nolde  J>at  no  man  sholde 

hym  lette 

Of  hise  accountes,  for  the  meene  tyme; 
And  thus  he  sit  til  it  was  passed 

pryme. 
^[Daun  lohn  was  rysen  in  the  morwe  95 

also, 
And  in  the  gardyn  walketh  to  and  fro, 
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[B  1281-1309) 

And   hath   hise   thynges    seyd   ful   cur- 

teisly. 

•[This  goode  wyf  cam  walkynge  pryuely 
In-to  the  gardyn,  ther(e)  he  walketh 

softe, 
00  And  hym  saleweth,  as  she  hath  doon 

ofte. 

A  mayde-child  cam  in  hir  compaignye, 
Which,  as  hire  list,  she  may  gouerne 

and  gye, 

ffor  yet  vnder  the  yerde  was  the  mayde. 
'O  deere  cosyn  myn,  daun  lohn,'  she 

sayde, 

05  'What  eyleth  yow  so  rathe  for  to  ryse  ?' 
^['Nece,'    quod    he,    'it    oghte    ynough 

suffise 

ffyue  houres  for  to  slepe  vp-on  a  nyght, 
But  it  were  for  an  old  appalled  wight. 
As  been  thise  wedded  men,  J>at  lye 

and  dare 
10  As  in  a  fourme  sit  a  wery  hare, 

Were     al     forstraught     with     houndes 

grete   and   smale. 

But   deere   wece,   why   be  ye  so  pale? 
I  trowe,  certes,  that  oure  goode  man 
Hath    yow    laboured    sith    the    nyght 

bigan, 

15  That  yow  were  nede  to  resten  hastily.' 
And    with    that    word    he    lough     ful 

murily, 
And    of    his    owene    thought    he    wax 

al   reed. 
•[[This  faire  wyf  gan  for  to  shake  hir 

heed, 
And   seyde    thus:    'Ye,    God   woot   al,* 

quod   she, 
20  'Nay,    [nay]    cosyn    myn,    it    stant    nat 

so  with  me; 
ffor,   by  that   God   that   yaf   me  soule 

and  lyf! 
In  al  the  reawme  of  ffrance  is  ther  no 

wyf 

That  lasse  lust  hath  to  that  sory  pley; 

ffor  I   may  synge  "alias  and  weilawey 

25  That   I   was   born,"    but  to   no  wight,' 

quod  she, 


[B  1310-1337] 
4Dar  I  nat  telle  how  that  it  stant  with 

me; 
Wherfore  I  thynke  out  of  this  land  to 

wende, 

Or  elles  of  my-self  to  make  an  ende: 
So  ful  am  I  of  drede  and  eek  -of  care.' 
•[This  monk  bigan  vp-on  this  wyf  to  3C 

stare, 
And  seyde,  'Alias,  my  wece,  God  for* 

bede 

That  ye  for  any  sorwe  or  any  drede 
f fordo  your(e)-self !  but  telle  me  of 

your(e)    grief; 
Parauenture    I    yow    may    in    your(e) 

meschief 
Conseille  or  helpe,  and  therfore  telleth  3J 

me 
Al(l)    your(e)    anoy,    for    it    shal    been 

secree. 

ff6r  on  my  porthors  I  make  an  ooth 
That  neuere  in  my  lyf,  for  lief  ne  looth, 
Ne  shal  I  of  no  conseil  yow  biwreye.' 
^['The  same  agayn  to  yow/  quod  she,  4( 

'I   seye : 
By   God   and   by   this   porthors    I   yow 

swere, 
Though  men  me  wolde  al  in-to  pieces 

tere. 

Ne  shal  I  neuere,  for  to  goon  to  helle, 
Biwreye  a  word  of  thyng  J)at  ye  me 

telle, 

Nat  for  no  cosynage  ne  alliance,  41 

But  verraily  for  loue  and  affiance  1* 
Thus  been  they  sworn,  and  heer-vpon 

they  kiste, 
And    ech    of    hem    tolde    oother    what 

hem   liste. 
*[ 'Cosyn,'    quod   shCj    'if   J)at    I    hadde 

a  space, 
As   I   haue   noon,   and  namely   in  this  5( 

place, 
Thanne  wolde  I  telle  a  legende  of  my 

lyf, 

What  I  haue  suffred,  sith  I  was  a  wyf, 
With  myn  housbonde,  al  be  he  youre 
cosyn' 
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[B  1338-1366] 

•[['Nay,'  quod  this  monk,  'by  God  and 

[by]  seint  Martyn ! 

55  He    is    na-moore    cosyn    vn-to    me 
Than  is  this  lief  J)at  hangeth   on  the 

tree  ; 
I    clepe    hym   so — by    Seint    Denys   of 

ffrawnce ! — 
To  haue  the  moore  cause  of  aqueynt- 

awnce 

Of  yow,  which  I   haue  loued  specially 
60  Abouen  alle  wornmen  sikerly — 

This  swere  I  yow  on  my  professkwn! 
Telleth  youre  grief,  lest  J)at  he  come 

adoun, 
And    hasteth    yow,    and    gooth    youre 

wey  anon.' 
^['My   deere    loue,'    quod    she,    'o    my 

daun   lohn! 
65  fful   lief   were    me    this   conseil   for   to 

hyde, 
But     out     it     moot — I     may     namoore 

abyde ! 
Myn   housbonde   is  to   me   the   worste 

man 
That    euere    was    sith    J)at    the    world 

bigan. 

But    sith    I    am    a   wyf,    it   sit    nat    me 

70  To  tellen   no  wight   of   oure   priuetee, 

Neither    a-bedde,    n§    in    noon    oother 

place — 
God  shilde    I   sholde   it   tellen  for  his 

grace ! 

A  wyf  ne  shal   nat  seyn  of  hir  hous 
bonde 

But  al  honour,  as   I  kan  vnderstonde; 
75  Saue   vn-to   yow   thus    muche    I    tellen 

shal: 
As  help(e)  me  God !  he  is  noght  worth 

at  al, 

In    no    degree,    the    value    of    a  flye, 
But  yet  me  greueth  moost  his  nygardye. 
And  wel  ye  woot  J)at  wommen  naturelly 
80  Desiren  thynges  sixe,  as  wel  as  I; 

They  wolde  that  hir  housbondes  sholde 

be 
Hardy  and  wise,  and  riche,  and  ther-to 

free, 


IB  1367—1393] 

And  buxom  [vn]  to  his  wyf,  and  fressh 

abedde. 
But    by    that    ilke    Lord    that    for    vs 

bledde! 

ffor  his  honour  my-self  for  to  arraye,  85 
A   Monday   next,    I    moste   nedes   paye 
An  hundred  frankes,  or  ellis  I  am  lorn. 
Yet  were  me  leuere  that  I  were  vnborn 
Than   me   were   doon   a   sclaundre    or 

vileynye ! 
And  if  myn  housbonde  eek  it  myghte  90 

espye, 
I    nere    but  lost,   and   therfore    I    yow 

preye, 
Lene  me  this  somme,  or  ellis  moot  I 

deye. 

Daun  lohn,  I  seye,  lene  me  thise  hun 
dred  frankes  1 
Pardee,     I     wol     nat     faille     yow     my 

thankes, 
If  that   yow   list   to  doon   that   I  yow  95 

praye ; 

ffor  at  a  certeyn  day  I  wol  yow  paye, 
And  doon  to  yow  what  plesance  and 

seruice 
That    I    may   doon,    right   as   yow  list 

deuise. 

And  but  I  do,  God  take  on  me  venge 
ance 
As   foul    as    euere    hadde    Genylon   of  00 

f  france  1' 
^[This   gentil   monk   answerde    in   this 

manere : 

'Now  trewely,  myn  owene  lady  deere, 
I   haue,'  quod  he,  'on  yow  so  greet  a 

routhe, 
That    I    yow   swere,    and   plighte   yow 

my  trouthe, 
That,    whan    your(e)    housbonde    is    to  05 

fflaundres  fare, 

I   wol   delyuere  yow   out  of  this  care, 
ffor    I    wol    brynge    yow    an    hundred 

frankes.' 
And  with  that  word  he  caughte  hir(e) 

by  the  flankes, 
And  hir(e)  embraceth  harde,  and  kiste 

hir(e)  ofte. 
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[B  1393—1420] 
10  'Gooth  now   youre  wey,'   quod   he,   'al 

stille  and  softe, 
And  lat   vs   dyne   as   soone  as  J)at  ye 

may; 
ffor   by   my  chilyndre   it   is   pryme   of 

day. 
Gooth  now,   and  beeth  as  trewe  as   I 

shal  be!' 
^['Now  elles   God  forbede,  sire/  quod 

she; 

15  And  forth  she  gooth,  as  «olif  as  a  pye, 
And  bad  the   cookes   \>at  they  sholde 

hem  hye, 
So   }iat    men    myghte    dyne,    and   that 

anon. 

Vp  to  hir  housbonde  is  this  wyf  ygon, 

And  knokketh  at  his  countour  boldely. 

20  ^['Who  ther?'  quod  he.    'Peter!  it  am 

I!'  [f«»  la? 

Quod  she,   'what  sire,   how  longe  wol 

ye  faste? 
How  longe   tyme   wol   ye   rekene  and 

caste 
Your(e)   sommes,   and   your(e)    bookes, 

and    your(e)    thynges  ? 
The   deuel    haue   part    on   alle    swiche 

rekenynges ! 
25  Ye   haue    ynough,   pardee,    of   Goddes 

sonde. 
Com    doun    to-day,    and    lat    your(e) 

bagges   stonde I 

Ne  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  Daun  lohn 
Shal  fasting  al  this  day  alenge  goon? 
Ldt  vs  heere  a  messe,  and  go  we 

dyne !' 
30  If 'Wyf,'  quod  this  man,   'litel  kanstow 

deuyne 

The  curious  bisynesse  that  we  haue. 
ffor  of  vs  chapmen — al-so  God  me 

saue, 
And  by  that  lord   J)at  clepid  is  Seint 

Yue!- 

Scarsly  amonges  .XII.  ten  shul  thryue, 

35  Continually    lastynge    vn-to    oure    age. 

We   may   wel   make   chiere   and   good 

visage, 


[B  1421-1452] 
And  dryue  forth  the  world,  as  it  may 

be, 

And  kepen  oure  estaat  in  pryuetee 
Til  we  be  deed,  or  elles  that  we  pleye 
A    pilgrymage,    or    goon    out    of    the  40 

weye. 

And  therfore  haue  I  greet  necessitee 
Vp-on  this  queynte  world  tauyse  me ; 
ffor  eueremoore  we  moote  stonde  in 

drede 
Of  hap  and  ffortune  in  oure  chapman- 

1  hede. 
^[To  fflaundres  wol  I  go  to-morwe  at  45 

day, 
And   come    agayn   as    soone   as   euere 

I  may; 
ffor    which,    my    deere    wyf,     I    thee 

biseke 

As  be  to  euery  wight  buxom  and  meke, 
And  for  to  kepe  oure  good  be  curious, 
And  honestly  gouerne  wel   oure  hous.  50 
Thou    hast    ynough,    in    euery    maner 

wise, 

That  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  suffise: 
Thee  lakketh  noon  array  ne  no  vitaille, 
Of  siluer  in  thy  purs  shaltow  nat  faille.' 
And  with  that  word  his  countour-dore  55 

he   shette, 
And  doun  he  gooth — no  lenger  wolde 

he  lette. 

But  hastily  a  messe  was  ther  seyd, 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  yleyd, 
And  to  the  dyner  faste  they  hem  spedde, 
And  richely  this  monk,  the  chapman  60 

fedde. 

^[At  after  dyner  daun  lohn  sobrely 
This  chapman  took  a-part,  and  priuely 
He  seyde  hym  thus :  '£osyn,  it  standeth 

so, 

That  wel  I  se  to  Brugges  wol  ye  go. 
God  and  seint  Austyn  spede  yow  and  65 

gyde! 
I    preye    yow,    cosyn,    wisely    that    ye 

ryde, 

Gouerneth  yow  also  of  youre  diete 
Atemprely,  and  namely  in  this  hete; 
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Bitwixe  vs  two  nedeth  no  strange  fare. 
70  ffar[e]-wel,  cosyn,   God  shilde  yow  fro 

care  I 
And    if    f)at    any    thyng,    by    day    or 

nyght, 

If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  myght, 

That  ye  me  wol  comande  in  any  wyse, 

It  shal  be  doon,  right  as  ye  wol  deuyse. 

75  ^[O  thyng,  er  JDat  ye  goon,  if  it  may 

be, 

I  wolde  preye  yow :  for  to  lene  me 
An   hundred   frankes,    for    a   wyke   or 

tweye, 

ffor  certein  beestes  J3at    I   moste  beye 

To  stoore  with  a  place  J>at  is  cures — 

80  God    helpe    me    so,    I    wolde    it   were 

youres ! — 

I  shal  nat  faille,  surely,  at  my  day, 
Nat    for    a    thousand    frankes    a   wile 

way: 
But   lat   this   thyng   be   secree,    I   yow 

preye, 
ffor    yet    to-nyght    thise    beestes    moot 

I   beye. 
85  And  far[e]  now  wel,  myn  owene  cosyn 

deere — 
Graunt    mercy    of   youre    cost    and    of 

youre   cheere!' 

^[This    noble    marchant    gentilly    anon 
Answerde,   and   seyde,    '0   cosyn   myn, 

Daun  lohn! 

Now  sikerly  this   is   a  smal   requeste; 
90  My   gold    is   youres    whan   J>at   it   yow 

leste, 
And    nat    oonly     my     gold,     but     my 

chaff  are ; 
Tak[e]  what  yow  list — God  shilde  {>at 

ye    spare ! 
^[But    o    thyng    is — ye    knowe    it    wel 

ynogh— 
Of   chapmen,    that    hir    moneie    is    hir 

plogh. 
95  We    may    creaunce    whil    we    haue    a 

name, 
But  goldlees  for  to  be,  it  is  no  game. 


[B  1481-1504] 

Paye   it   agayn   whan   it   lith   in  youre 

ese; 
After  my  myght  ful  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plese.' 
^  Thise  hundred  frankes  he  fette  hym 

forth  anon, 
And    priuely    he    took    hem    to    daun  00 

lohn. 
No   wight    in    al    this    world    wiste    of 

this  loone, 
Sauynge  this  warchant  and  daun  lohn 

alloone. 
They    drynke,    and    speke,    and    rome 

a  while,   and  pleye, 
Til   J>at   daun    lohn   rideth   to   his   ab- 

beye. 
The  morwe  cam,  and  forth  this  march-  05 

ant   rideth 
To    f f laundres-ward ;    his    prentys    wel 

hym  gydeth, 

Til  he  cam  in-to   Brugges   murily. 
Now  gooth   this  warchawnt   faste  and 

bisily 
Aboute  his  nede,  and  byeth,  and  cre- 

aunceth. 
He    neither    pleyeth    at    the    dees,    ne   10 

daunceth, 
But    as    a    fwarchawnt,    shortly    for    to 

telle, 
He  let  his  lyf,   and  there   I  lete  hyrn 

dwelle. 
The   Monday    next    this    warchant   was 

agon, 

To  seint  Denys  yeomen  is  Daun  lohn, 
With  crowne  and  berd  al[l]  fressh  and  15 

newe    y-shaue. 
In    al    the    hous    ther    nas    so    litel    a 

knaue, 

Ne  no  wight  elles,.J)at  he  nas  ful  fayn 
That   my   lord   Daun    lohn   was   come 

agayn; 
And    shortly,    to    the    poynt    right   for 

to   gon, 
This    faire    wyf    accorded    with    daun  20 

lohn 
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That    for    thise    hundred    frankes    he 

sholde    al    nyght 

Hane  hir(e)  in  hise  armes  bolt  upright; 
And  this  acord  parfourned  was  in  dede. 
In  myrthe  al  nyght  a  bisy  lyf  they 

lede 
25  Til  it  was  day,  J)at  Daun  lohn  wente 

his  way, 
And  bad  the  meynee   'far[e]-wel,  haue 

good  day!' 
ffor  noon  of  hem,  ne  no  wight  in  the 

toun, 
Hath   of   Daun    lohn   right   no   suspe- 

cioun  ; 
And    forth    he    rydeth    hoom    to     his 

abbeye, 
30  Or  where  hym  list  —  namoore  of  hym  I 

seye. 
This   warchant,    whan   J>at    ended   was 

the  faire, 

To  Seint  Denys  he  gan  for  to  repaire, 
And  with  his  wyf  he  maketh  feeste 

and  cheere, 
And  telleth   hir(e)   that   chaffare  is  so 

deere, 
35  That  nedes  moste  he  make  a  cheuys- 

sawnce  ; 
ffor    he    was    bounde[n]    in    a    recon- 

nyssatmce 

To  paye  twenty  thousand  sheeld  anon. 
ffor  which  this  marchant  is  to  Parys 


To  borwe  of  certeine  freendes  J)at  he 

hadde 
40  A   certeyn    frankes,    and    somme    with 

hym  he  ladde. 
And  whan  f)at  he  was  come  in-to  the 

toun, 

ffor  greet  chiertee  and  greet  affectioun, 
Vn-to  daun  lohn  he  gooth  hym  first  to 

pleye, 
Nat  for  to  axe  or  borwe  of  hym  mo- 

neye, 
45  But  for  to  wite   and  seen  of  his  wel 

fare, 

.And  for  to  tellen  hym  of  his  chaffare, 
As  freendes  doon  whan  they  been  met 

yfeere. 


[B  1532-1560] 
Daun    lohn    hym    maketh    feeste    and 

murye    cheere, 

And  he  hym  tolde  agayn  ful  specially 
How  he  hadde  wel  yboght  and  gra-  50 

ciously — 
Thanked   be    God! — al   hool    his    mar- 

chandise, 

Saue  J)at  he  moste,  in  alle  maner  wise, 
Maken  a  cheuissa^nce  as  for  his  beste, 
And  thanne  he  sholde  been  in  ioye 

and   reste. 
^[Daun   lohn  answerde,  'Certes,    I  am  55 

fayn 

That  ye  in  heele  ar  comen  horn  agayn, 
And  if  J>at  I  were  riche — as  haue  I 

blisse!— 
Of  twenty  thousand  sheeld   sholde  ye 

nat  mysse; 

ffor  ye  so  kyndely  this  oother  day 
Lente    me    gold,    and,    as    I    kan   and  60 

may, 
I   thanke   yow,   by   God   and   by  seint 

lame! 

But  nathelees  I  took  vn-to  oure  dame, 
Youre  wyf,  at  horn  the  same  gold  ageyn 
Vpon  your(e)  bench;  she  woot  it  wel, 

certeyn, 

By  certeyn  tokenes  that  I  kan  yow  telle.  65 
Now,  by  youre  leue,   I  may  no  lenger 

dwelle ; 
Oure    abbot    wol[e]    out    of    this    toun 

anon, 

And  in  his  compaignye  moot  I  goon. 
Crete  wel  oure  dame,  myn  owene 

wece  sweete, 
And    far[e]-wel,    deere    cosyn,    til    we  70 

meete.' 
This  warchant,  which  J>at  was  ful  war 

and  wys, 

Creanced  hath  and  payd  eek  in  Parys 
To  certeyn  iumbardes,  redy  in  hir 

hond, 
The  somme  of  gold,  and  hadde  of  hem 

his    bond, 
And   hoom   he  gooth   murie~as   a  pa-  75 

peiay; 
ffor   wel   he   knew   he   stood   in  swich 

array, 
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That   nedes    moste   he    wynne   in   that 

viage 
A    thousand    frankes    aboue[n]    al    his 

costage. 
^[His    wyf    ful    redy    mette    hym    atte 

gate, 

80  As  she  was  wont  of  oold  vsage  algate, 
And    al    that    nyght    in    myrthe    they 

bisette, 
ffor  he   was  riche   and   cleerly  out  of 

dette. 
Whan  it  was  day,   this  warchant  gan 

embrace 
His  wyf  al  newe,   and  kiste  hir(e)  on 

hir  face, 
85  And  vp  he  gooth,   and  maketh   it  ful 

tough. 
^['Namoore,'    quod    she,    'by    God,    ye 

haue   ynough!' 
And  wantownely  agayn  with  hym  she 

pleyde  ; 
(^[)Til    atte    laste    thus    this    marchant 

seyde  : 

'By  God,'  quod  he,  'I  am  a  litel  wrooth 
90  With  yow,   my  wyf,   al-though  it  were 

me   looth, 
And   woot   ye   why?    By   God,   as  J>at 

I  gesse 
That  ye  han  maad  a  manere  straunge- 

nesse 

Bitwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  lohn. 
Ye  sholde  han  warned   me,  er   I  had 


95  That  he  yow  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

payed 
By  redy  tokene,  and  heeld  hym  yuele 

apayed 
ffor    JDat    I    to    hym    spak    of    cheuys- 

sasmce  — 

Me  semed  so,  as  by  his  contenawnce. 
But   nathelees,    by   God,    oure   heuene 

kyng! 

00  I  thoughte  nat  to  axen  hym  no-thyng. 
I  preye  thee,  wyf,  as  do  namoore  so; 
Telle  me  alwey,  er  that  I  fro  thee  go, 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  myn  absence 


[B  1588—1616] 

Ypayed    thee,     lest    thurgh     thy    nec- 

gligence 
I    myghte    hym   axe    a    thing   that   he  05 

hath   payed.' 

*[This  wyf  was  nat  afered  nor  af frayed, 
But  boldely  she  seyde,  and  that  anon, 
'Marie  !~I  deffie  the  false  monk  daun 

lohn! 

I  kepe  nat  of  hise  tokenes  neuer-a-deel. 
He  took  me  certeyn  gold,  that  woot  10 

I    weel — 
What !    yuel    thedam    on    his    wonkes 

snowte ! — 
ffor  God   it  woot,    I   wende  withouten 

doute 
That  he  hadde  yeue  it  me  bycause  of 

yow, 
To    doon    ther-with    myn    honour    and 

my  prow, 

ffor  cosynage,  and  eek  for  beele  cheere  15 
That  he  hath  had  ful  ofte  tymes  heere. 
But  sith  I  se  I  stonde  in  this  disioynt, 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly  to  the  poynt. 
^[Ye    han    mo   slakkere    dettours    than 

am  I; 

ffor   I    wol   paye   yow  wel   and  redily 
ffro  day  to  day,  and  if  so  be  I  faille,  20 
I    am    youre   wyf — score    it   vp-on   my 

taille, 
And   I   shal  paye   as  soone  as  euer   I 

may. 
ffor   by   my  trouthe!    I   haue   on  myn 

array, 

And  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  euery-deel,  25 
And   for    I    haue    bistowed   it   so  weel 
ffor  your(e)  honour,  for  Goddes  sake, 

I  seye, 
As   be   nat  wrooth,   but  lat  vs  laughe 

and  pleye! 

Ye  shal  my  ioly  body  haue  to  wedde — 
By  God,  I  wol  nat  paye  yow  but  30 

a-bedde! 
fforgyue    it    me,    myn    owene    spouse 

deere ; 
Turne   hiderward,    and   maketh    bettre 

cheere  1' 


H. 
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[B  1617—1636] 

^[This    ma.rcha.nt    saugh    ther    was    no 

remedie, 
And   for   to   chide,    it    nere   but   greet 

folie, 
35  Sith  that  the  thyng  may  nat  amended 

be. 
'Now  wyf,'    he   seyde,    'and   I   foryeue 

it   thee. 

But  by  thy  lyf,  ne  be  namoore  so  large  I 
Keepe    bet    oure    good — that    yeue    I 

thee  in  charge.' 
Thus    endeth    my    tale,    and    God    vs 

sende 
40  Taillynge     ynough     vn-to     oure     lyues 

ende !     Amen. 
^[Heere  endeth  the  Shipmannes  tale. 


17.  The  Prioresses  Tale. 

a)  ^[Bihoold  the  murie  wordes  of  the 

Hoost   to    the    Shipman    and    to   the 

lady  Prioresse.*) 

'Wei  seyd,  by  corpus  dominus !'  quod 

oure  Hoost. 
'Now  longe   moote  thou   saille  by  the 

cost, 

Sir(e)  gentil  maister,  gentil  waryneer! 
God  yeue  this  monk   a  thousand  last 

quade  yeer! 
i5  A  ha!  felawes,  beth  ware  of  swichje] 

a  iape! 
The  monk  putte  in  the  mannes  hood 

an  ape, 

And  in  his  wyues  eek,  by  Seint  Austyn  I 
Draweth  no  monkes  moore  vn-to  youre 

in. 
•[But  now  passe  ouer,  and  lat  vs  seke 

aboute 
>0  Who    shal    now   telle    first    of   al   this 

route 
Another  tale* — and  with  that  word  he 

sayde, 
As   curteisly   as   it   had   ben   a  mayde, 


[B  1637-1660] 

'My  lady  Prioresse,  by  youre  leue, 
So    that    I    wiste    I    sholde    yow    nat 

greue, 

I   wolde   demen  that   ye  tellen  sholde  55 
A  tale  next,  if  so  were  that  ye  wolde. 
Now    wol    ye    vouche-sauf,    my    lady 

deere  ?' 
*[ 'Gladly,'  quod  she,  and  seyde  as  ye 

shal  heere: 

^Explicit. 

b)  «[The  prologe*)  of  the  Prioresses 
tale. 

Domine  dominus  nosier 

*O   -Lord  oure  Lord!  thy  name  how 

merueillous 
Is   in   this   large    world   ysprad,'   quod  60 

she; 

'ffor   noght    oonly   thy   laude   precious 
Parfourned  is  by  men  of  dignitee, 
But    by    the    mouth    of    children    thy 

bountee 
Parfourned  is,  for  on  the  brest  souk- 

ynge 

Somtyme  shewen  they  thyn  heriynge.  65 
Wherfore   in   laude,   as  I    best   kan 

or  may, 

Of  thee  and  of  the  white  lylye  flour, 
Which  that  thee  bar,  and  is  a  mayde 

alway, 

To  telle  a  storie"~l  wol  do  my  labour — 
Nat  that  I  may  encreessen  hir  honour,  70 
ffor    she    hir-self    is    honour    and    the 

roote 
Of  bountee,  next  hir  sone,  and  soules 

boote. 
O  mooder  mayde,  o  mayde  mooder 

fre! 
O  bussh  vnbrent,  brennynge  in  Moyses 

sighte ! 

That   rauysedest   doun  fro   the   deitee,  75 
Thurgh  thyn  humblesse,  the  goost  })at 

in  thalighte, 


13338.  oure  E.  [Dfil. 


),  thy  He.Eg.,  my  C.,  etc. ;  that  E.,  this  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  Gl.). 


501.  13  149],  tl 

39.  endeb  now  C.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL).  '40.  Toylyng  C.L.,  Talyng  H>  SI.  (Sk.,  Gl.)  [t>Ql.  13321 
u-  I333°n-  —  *)  Harke  the  myrie  W.  of  the  Worthy  H.  He.,  And  here  bygynne])  he  pro 
loge  of  f>e  pr.  P.S1.,  etc.  —  41—79.  Eg.  flit  D,  —  463.  SI.  fiir  G.  —  54.  agreue  He.Eg. 
57.  vouche  it  s.  He.Eg.  —  *)  proheme  He.  —  59  ff.:  $f.  VIII,  1—2.  67.  white  f.  E. 
76.  thalighte  E.He.,  ])e  alight  C.L.H.4,  the  light  Eg.,  etc. 


13  377-I545J 


The  Prioresses  Tale. 
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[B  1661—1687] 

Of   whos    vertu,   whan    he    thyn   herte 

lighte, 

Conceyued  was  the  fadres  sapience — 
Help  me  to  telle  it  in  thy  reuerence! 
80  Lady,  thy  bountee,  thy  magnificence, 
Thy  vertu,  and  thy  grete  humylitee, 
Ther  may  no  tonge  expresse  in  no 

science ! 
ffor  somtyme,   lady,   er   men  praye  to 

thee, 

Thou  goost  biforn  of  thy  benyngnytee, 
85  And    getest    vs    the    lyght,    thurgh   thy 

preyere, 

To  gyden  vs  vn-to  thy  sone  so  deere. 
My  konnyng   is  so   wayk,   o  blisful 

queene ! 

ffor  to  declare  thy  grete  worthynesse, 
That     I     ne     may     the     weighte     nat 

susteene  ; 
90  But  as   a  child   of  twelf  monthe  oold 

or  lesse, 

That  kan  vnnethes  any  word  expresse, 
Right  so   fare   I,   and  therfore   I   yow 

preye: 
Gydeth    my    song   J)at    I    shal   of  yow 

seye !' 

H  Explicit. 

c)  *[Heere  bigynneth  the  Prioresses 
tale. 

Ther  was  in  Asye,  in  a  greet  citee, 
95  Amonges  cristene  folk  a  lewerye, 
Sustened  by  a  lord  of  that  contree 
ffor  foule  vsure  and  lucre  of  vileynye, 
Hateful  to  Crist  and  to  his  compaignye; 
And  thurgh  this  strete  men  myghte 

ride  or  wende, 
00  ffor   it   was   free    and   open   at   eyther 

ende. 
A    litel    scole    of    cristen    folk    ther 

stood 
Doun   at    the   ferther    ende,    in   which 

ther  were 

Children  an  heep(e),  ycome[n]  of  cristen 
blood, 


[B  1688-1715] 
That    lerned    in    that    scole    yeer    by 

yere 
Swich   manere    doctrine   as    men   vsed  05 

there, 
This    is    to    seyn:    to    syngen    and    to 

rede, 
As  smale  children  doon   in  hir  child- 

hede. 
Among  thise  children  was  a  wydwes 

sone, 

A   litcl    clergeon,    seuen    yeer    of   age, 
That    day    by    day    to    scole    was    his   10 

wone; 
And    eek    also,    wher(e)-as    he    saugh 

thymage 

Of  Cristes  mooder,  he  hadde  in  vsage, 
As   hym   was   taught,    to   knele  adoun 

and   seye 
His    Aue    Marie,~as    he    goth    by    the 

weye. 
Thus  hath  this  wydwe  hir  litel  sone  15 

ytaught 

Oure  blisful  lady,  Cristes  mooder  deere, 
To   worshipe    ay,    and    he   forgat[e]    it 

naught, 

ffor  sely  child  wol  alday  soone  leere. 
But    ay,    whan    I    remembre    on    this 

mateere, 
Seint  Nicholas  stant  euere  in  my  pre-  20 

sence, 

ffor  he  so  yong  to  Crist  dide  reuerence. 
This  litel  child,  his  litel  book  lern- 

ynge, 

As  he  sat  in  the  scole  at  his  prymer, 
He  'Alma  redemptoris'  herde  synge, 
As   children   lerned   hir   ant[h]iphoner;  25 
And,    as    he   dorste,    he  drough    hym 

ner  and  ner, 
And  herkned  ay  the   wordes   and  the 

noote, 

Til  he  the  firste  vers  koude  al  by  rote. 
Noght  wiste  he  what  this  latyn  was 

to  seye, 
ffor    he    so    yong    and    tendre    was   of  30 

age; 
But  on  a  day  his  felawe  gan  he  preye 


133801Y.:  tofll.  i628off.  85.  thurgh  lyght  of  EM  the  1.  of  He.D.,  to  1.  burgh  C.P. 
91.  vnnebes  C.P.H.4  97.  [SRanbfll.]  turpe  lucrum  E.He.D.  99.  this  E.D.,  the  He.,  etc. 
(Sk.,  G1.T.  13403.  y-come  C.P.,  commen  L.S1.  12.  hadde  he  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  17.  forgate 
E.P.S1.  (Gl.).  18.  alw'ay  He.D.H.4  19.  on]  of  He.H.4Sl.  26.  drow  He.D.P.Sl. 
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«  The  Prioresses  Tale. 


13432—13486 


{F  1716-1743] 

Texpounden  hyrn  this  song  in  his  lang- 

age, 
Or  telle    hym   why    this    song   was   in 

vsage. 
This  preyde  he  hym   to  construe  and 

declare 

35  fful  often  tyme  vpon  hise  knowes  bare. 
His    felawe,    which    that    elder    was 

than  he, 
Answerde    hym    thus:    'This    song,    I 

haue  herd  seye, 

Was  maked  of  oure  blisful  lady  free, 
Hir(e)  to  salue,  and   eek  hir(e)  for  to 

preye 
40  To  been   oure   help  and   socour  whan 

we  deye. 
I  kan  na-moore  expounde  in  this  ma- 

teere, 
I    lerne   song,    I    kan   but   smal  gram- 

meere.' 
^T'And  is  this  song  maked  in  reuer- 

ence 

Of   Cristes    mooder,'   seyde    this   inno 
cent, 

45  'Now  certes,  I  wol  do  my  diligence 
To  konne  it  al  er  Cristemasse  is  went. 
Though  hat  I  for  my  prymer  shal  be 

shent, 

And  shal  be  beten  thries  in  an  houre, 
I   wol  it  konne  oure  lady  for  to  hon- 

oure.' 
50        His   felawe    taughte   hym   homward 

priuely, 
ffro   day   to   day,    til   he   koude   it   by 

rote, 

And  thanne  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
ffro   word   to   word    [to   word],   acord- 

ynge  with  the  note, 
Twies  a  day  it  passed  thurgh  his  throte, 
J55  To  scoleward  and  homward  whan  he 

wente ; 

On  Cristes  mooder  set  was  his  entente. 
^[As    I    haue    seyd,    thurgh-out    the 

•   luerie 

This  litel  child,  as  he  cam  to  and  fro, 
fful    murily   he   wolde   synge   and   crie: 


[F  1744-1770] 

'O  Alma  redemptoris'  euere-mo.          6C 
The  swetnesse  his  herte  perced  so 
Of   Cristes    mooder,    that    to   hir(e)    to 

preye 
He  kan  nat  stynte  of  syngyng  by  the 

weye. 

Ovre  firste  foo,  the  serpent  Sathanas, 

[^f  Auctor 

That  hath  in  lues  herte  his  waspes  nest,  6i 
Vp  swal,  and  seyde,  '0.  hebrayk  peple, 

alias! 

Is  this  to  yow  a  thyng  hat  is  honest, 
That  swich  a  boy  shal  walken  as  hym 

lest 
In  youre   despit,   and   synge   of  swich 

sentence 
Which    is    agayn    youre    lawes    reuer-  7( 

ence  ?' 

ffro  thennes  forth  the  lues  han  con- 
Aspired 
This    innocent    out    of    this    world    to 

chace. 

An  homycide  ther-to  han  they  hyred, 
That  in  an  aleye  hadde  a  priuee  place: 
And  as  the  child  gan  forby  for  to  7 

pace, 
This  cursed  lew  hym  hente,  and  heeld 

hym  faste, 
And    kitte    his    throte,    and    in    a    pit 

hym  caste. 
I  seye  that  in  a  wardrobe  they  hym 

threwe 
Where-as   thise    lewes   purgen   hir   en- 

traille. 

O    cursed    folk   of    Herodes   al    newel  8 
What    may    youre    yuel    entente    yow 

auaille  ?    v 
Mordre   wol    out,    certeyn,    it   wol   nat 

faille; 
And  namely  ther  thonour  of  God  shal 

sprede, 
The  blood  out  crieth  on  youre  cursed 

dede. 

•[O    martir,    sovvded    to    virginitee!  8 
Now  maystow  syngen,  fohvynge  euere 

in  oon 


he  E.He.D.,  hen  w.  he  C.P.L.H.*S1.  (Sk.,  Gl.).     61.  hah  his  h.  perced  C.,  etc 


•    59-  * 
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[B  1771—1797] 

The   white   lamb   celestial',    quod   she, 

'Of  which  the  grete  Euaungelist  Seint 

lohn 
In    Pathmos    wroot,    which    seith    J)at 

"they  J)at  goon 
90  Biforn   this    lamb,    and    synge    a  song 

al  newe, 
That  neuere  fleshly  wommen  they  ne 

knewe." 
^[This  poure  wydwe  awaiteth  al  that 

nyght 

After  hir  litel  child,  but  he  cam  noght; 
ffor  which,   as  soone  as  it  was  dayes 


95  With    face    pale    of    drede    and    bisy 

thoght, 
She  hath  at  scole  and  elles-where  hym 

soght, 

Til  finally  she  gan  so  fer  espie, 
That  he  last  seyn  was   in  the   luerie. 
With    moodres    pitee    in    hir    brest 

enclosed, 
00  She   gooth,    as   she    were   half   out   of 

hir  mynde, 
To   euery   place   where   she   hath  sup 

posed 

By   liklihede    hir  litel    child   to   fynde, 
And  euere   on   Cristes   mooder   meeke 

and  kynde 
She    cride,    and    atte    laste    thus    she 

wroghte, 

05  Among  the  cursed  lues  she  hym  soghte. 
She  frayneth,   and  she   preyeth  pit- 

ously 
To    euery    lew    J)at    dwelte    in    thilke 

place, 
To  telle  hir(e)  if  hir  child  wente  oght 

forby. 
They    seyde    'nay',    but    Ihesu    of    his 

grace 

10  Yaf  in  hir  thoght,  in  with  a  litel  space, 
That  in  that  place  after  hir  sone  she 

cryde 

Wher(e)  he  was  casten  in  a  pit  bisyde. 

O   grete    God,   that   parfournest  thy 

laude  [^Auctor 


[B  1798—1826] 
By  mouth  of  innocentz,  lo,  heere  thy 

myght  ! 

This  gemme  of  chastite,  this  emeraude,   IE 
And  eek  of  martirdom  the  ruby  bright, 
Ther  he,  with  throte  ykoruen,  lay  vp- 

right, 
He     'Alma    redemptoris*     gan     to 

synge 

So  loude,  J>at  al  the  place  gan  to  rynge  I 
^[The  cristene  folk  that  thurgh  the  2C 

strete  wente 
In   coomen   for  to   wondre   vp-on  this 

thyng, 

And  hastily  they  for  the  prouost  sente. 
He   cam  anon  with-outen  tariyng, 
And   herieth   Crist,   that   is   of   heuene 


And  eek  his  mooder,  honour  of  man-  2J 

kynde; 

And  after  that  the  lewes  leet  he  bynde. 
*j[This  child  with  pitous  lamentaciown 
Vp  taken  was  syngynge  his  song  alway, 
And  with  honour  of  greet  processiown 
They  carien  hym  vn-to  the  nexte  abbay.  3( 
His  mooder  swownynge  by  his  beere 

lay; 
Vnnethe    myghte    the    peple    J)at    was 

theere 

This  newe  Rachel  brynge  fro  his  beere. 
*[With  torment  and  with  shameful 

deeth  echon 
This   prouost   dooth  the    lewes  for  to-3i 

sterue 
That    of    his    mordre    wiste,    and   that 

anon. 

He  nolde  no  swich  cursednesse  obserue: 
Yuele    shal    [he]    haue    J)at    yuele    wol 

deserue. 
Therfore  with  wilde  hors  he  dide  hem 

drawe, 
And  after  that  he   heng  hem.  by  the  4( 

lawe. 
^[  Vp-on  this  beere  ay  lith  this  tnno- 

cent 
Biforn  the  chief  auter  whil  [the]  masse 

laste. 
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17.  The  Prioresses  Tale. 


15543—13596 


[B  1827-1852] 

And    after    that    the    abbot    with    his 

couent 
Han  sped  hem  for  to  burien  hym  ful 

faste. 
45  And  whan  they  hooly  water  on  hym 

caste, 
Yet  spak  this  child,  whan  spreynd  was 

hooly   water, 
And   song,    "O    Alma   redemptoris 

mater!" 
*[This    abbot,    which    J)at    was    an 

hooly  man, 

As   wonkes    been,   or    elles    oghte   be, 

50  This  yonge  child  to  coniure  he  bigan, 

And  seyde,   '0  deere  child,   I   halse[n] 

thee 

In  vertu  of  the  hooly  Trinitee: 
TeUe    me    what    is    thy    cause    for   to 

synge, 
Sith  J)at  thy  throte  is  kut  to  my  sem- 


55 


ynge 


['My  throte  is  kut  vn-to  my  nekke- 

boon,' 
Seyde  this   child,   'and,   as   by  wey  of 

kynde, 
I    sholde   haue   dyed,    ye,   longe   tyme 

agon, 
But     Ihesu     Crist,    as    ye    in    bookes 

fynde, 
Whil   JDat   his   glorie   laste,   and   be  in 

mynde, 
SO  And  for  the  worship (e)  of  his  mooder 

deere, 
Yet    may    I    synge    "O    Alma"    loude 

and  cleere. 
*[This  welle  of  mercy,  Cristes  mooder 

sweete, 

I  loued  alwey,  as  after  my  konnynge; 

And  whan  J>at  I  my  lyf  sholde  forlete, 

S5  To  me  she  cam,   and  bad  me  for  to 

synge 

This  antheme  verraily  in  my  deyynge, 
As    ye    han    herd;    and,    whan    ]?at    I 

hadde  songe, 
Me  thought?  she  leyd  a  greyn  vp-on 

my  tonge; 


[B  1853-1880] 

Wherfore    I    synge,     and    synge    I 

moot  certeyn 

In  honour  of  that  blisful  mayden  free,  70 
Til    fro    my    tonge    of    taken    is    the 

greyn. 

And  afterward  thus  seyde  she  to  me: 
"My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecche  thee, 
Whan  J>at  the  greyn  is  fro  thy  tonge 

ytake. 

Be  nat  agastl    I  wol  thee  nat  forsake".'  75 
«[fThis  hooly  monk,  this  abbot,  hym 

meene    I, 
His  tonge  out  caught  e,  and  took  av/ey 

the   greyn, 

And  he  yaf  vp  the  goost  ful  softeiy. 
And  whan  this  abbot  hadde  this  wonder 

seyn, 

Hise  sake  teeris  trikled  doun  as  reyn,  80 
And    gruf    he    fil    al    plat,    vp-on    the 

grounde, 
And    stille    he    lay    as    he    had    leyn 

ybounde. 
The   couent    eek   lay   on   the   paue- 

ment 
Wepynge,  and  heryen  Cristes  mooder 

deere, 
And   after   that   they   ryse,   and   forth  85 

been  went, 
And   tooke[n]    awey   this    martir   from 

his  beere, 

And  in  a  ioumbe  of  warbul-stones  cleere 
Enclosen  they  his  litel  body  sweete; 
Ther  he  is  now,  God  leue  us  [alle] 

for  to   meete! 
^jfO  yonge  Hugh  of  Lincoln!  slayn  90 

also 

With  cursed  I  ewes,  as  it  is  notable — 
ffor  it  is  but  a  litel  while  ago — , 
Preye  eek  for  vs,   we  synful  folk  vn- 

stable, 

That  of  his  mercy  God  so  merciable 
On  vs  his  grete  mercy  multiplie  95 

ffor   reuerence    of   his    mooder   Marie. 

Amen. 
^[Heere  is  ended  the  Prioresses  tale. 
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E.  (GL).  87.  toumbe]  temple  E.  89.  [alle]  E.  92.  ygo  He.G. 
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'[B  1881—1907] 

1 8.  Chaucers  Tale  of  Thopas. 

a)  «[Bihoold  the  murye  wordes*)  of 

the   Hoost   to   Chaucer. 

WHan  seyd  was  al  this  miracle,  euery 

man 

As  sobre  was  that  wonder  was  to  se, 
Til  that  oure  hooste  iapen  to  bigan, 
And  thanne  at  erst  he  loked  vp-on 

me, 
00  And   seyde  thus:   'What   man  artow?' 

quod  he, 
'Thou  lookest   as  thou   woldest  fynde 

an  hare, 
ffor  euere  vp-on  the  ground  I  se  thee 

stare. 

Approche  neer,  and  looke  vp  murily  I 
Now  ware  yow,  sires,  and  lat  this  man 

haue  place! 

05  He  in  the  waast  is  shape  as  wel  as  I. 
This  wer§  a  popet  in  an  arm  tenbrace 
ffor  any  womman,  smal  and  fair  of  face ! 
He  semeth  eluyssh  by  his  contenawnce, 
ffor  vn-to  no  wight  dooth  he  daliawnce. 
10  Seye  now  somwhat,  syn  oother  folk 

han  sayd; 
Telle   vs   a  tale    of   myrthe,   and  that 

anon  I* 
'Hooste,'   quod    I,   'ne    beth   nat   yuele 

apayd ! 

ffor    oother    tale    certes    kan    I    noon, 

But  of  a  rym   I  lerned  longe  agoon.' 

15  'Ye,  that  is  good,'  quod  he,  'now  shul 

we    heere 
Som.  deyntec   thyng,   me   thynketh   by 

his  cheere.' 
^Explicit. 

b)  *[[  Heere  bigynneth  Chaucers  tale 

of  Thopas. 

I^isteth,    lordes,    in   good    entent, 
And  I   wol  telle  verrayment 

Of  myrthe  and  of  solas; 
20  Al  of  a  knyght  was  fair  and  gent 
In  bataille  and  in  tourney ment, 
His  name  was  sir(e)  Thopas. 


[B  1908—1949] 

^[Yborn    he    was    in    fer    contree, 
In  /flaunders,  al  biyonde  the  see, 

At    Poperyng    in    the    place;  25 

His  fader  was  a  man  ful  free, 
And  lord   he  was   of  that   contree, 

As   it   was   Goddes   grace. 

^fSir(e)  Thopas  wax  a  doghty  swayn; 
Whit  was  his  face  as  payndemayn,         30 

Hise   lippes   rede   as    rose; 
His  rode   is  lyk  scarlet  in  grayn, 
And  I   yow  telle  in  good  certayn 

He    hadde    a    semely    nose. 


heer,  his  berd  was  lyk  saffroun,  35 
That  to  his  girdel   raughte  adoun; 

Hise  shoos   of  cordewane. 
Of  Brugges  were  his  hosen  broun, 
His  robe  was  of  syklatoun, 

That   coste    many~a  zane.  40 


koude  hunte   at  wilde   deer, 
And  ride   an-haukyng  for  riuer 

With  grey  goshauk  on  honde; 
Ther-to   he    was   a    good   archeer, 
Of  wrastlyng  was  ther  noon  his  peer,  45 

Ther  any  ram  shal  stonde. 

^[fful  many~a  mayde  bright  in  bour, 
They  moorne  for  hym  par  amour, 

Whan  hem  were  bet  to  slepe. 
But   he   was   chaast,   and   no  lechour,  50 
And  sweete  as  is  the  &rembul-flour, 

That   bereth   the   rede    hepe. 


55 


60 


so  bifel  vp-on  a  day, 
ffor  sothe  as  I   yow  telle  may, 

Sir(e)  Thopas  wolde  out  ride. 
He   worth   vpon  his   steede   gray, 
And   in   his  hand   a  launcegay, 

A  long  swerd  by  his  side. 


priketh  thurgh  a  fair  forest, 
Ther-anne   is    many~a   wilde   best, 

Ye,  bothe  bukke  and  hare. 
And  as  he  priketh  worth  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  hym  hadde  almest 

Bitidfde]   a   sory  care. 


*)  talkyngHe.G.  —  13598.  iapen  to  E.Eg.,  to  i.  H.*,  i.  tho  G.  [fofttet],  C.  (Sk.,  Gl.), 
i.  he  He.,  lape  P.L.  99.  [iifcer  me]  s.  Chaucer  E.,  etc.  (f.  Eg.H.*).  13604.  war  E.He.P. 
(Sk.,  Gl.).  05.  [9tonbQl.]  i.  henry  Bailly  E.  15.  [iiber  he]  i.  hoost  E.;  we]  ye  E.  37.  shoos 
E.,  shoon  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL).  51.  brambel  (bremble,  etc.)  He.,  etc.  53.  it  fel  He.G.D.H.4 


64.  Bytid  G.H.«  (Sk.). 


17* 


260 


1 8.  Chaucers  Tale  of  Thopas. 


13665—13742 


[B  1950—1988] 
65  ^[Ther  spryngen  herbes  grete  and  smale, 

The  lycorys   and  cetewale, 

And  many^a  clowe-gylofre, 

And  wotemuge  to  putte  in  ale, 

Wheither   it    be    moyste    or    stale, 
70  Or  for  to  leye  in  cofre. 

^[The  briddes   synge—  it  is   no  nay—, 
The    sparhauk    and    the    papeiay, 

That  ioye  it  was  to  heere; 
The  trustlecok  made  eek  his  lay, 
75  The   wodedowue   vp-on   a   spray, 

She   sang   ful   loude    and   cleere. 


Thopas  fil  in  loue-longynge, 
Al  whan  he  herde  the  thrustel  synge, 
And   pryked    as    he    were    wood. 
80  His   faire   steede   in    his   prikynge 
So  swatte,  |)at  men  myghte  hym  wrynge, 
Hise  sydes  were  al  blood. 

^[Sir(e)   Thopas   eek  so   wery  was 
ffor  prikyng  on  the  softe  gras— 
85  So  fiers   was   his   corage  —  , 

That  doun  he  leyde  him  in  that  plas 
To  make  his  steede  som  solas, 
And  yaf  hym  good  forage. 

^f'O   seinte   Marie,   benedicitel 
90  Whdt  eyleth  this  loue  at  me 

To  bynde  me  so  score? 
Me  dremed  al  this  nyght,  pardee, 
An  elf-queene  shal  my  lemman  be, 

And   slepe   vnder   my   goore. 

95  ^[An  elf-queene  wol   I   loue  ywis, 
ffor  in  this  world  no  womman  is 
Worthy  to   be  my   make 

In  towne; 

Alle  othere   wommen   I    forsake, 
00  And   to   an   elf-queene    I    me   take 
By  dale  and  eek  by  downe.' 

^[In-to  his   sadel  he   clamb   anon, 
And  priketh  ouer  stile   and  stoon 


[B  1989-2028] 

An    elf-queene   for    tespye; 
Til  he  so  longe  hadde  ride[n]  and  goon,  05 
That  he  foond  in  a  pryue  woon 
The  contree  of  ffairye, 

So    wilde. 
ffor  in  that  contree  was  ther  noon,  (  ?) 

Neither    wyf    ne    childe;  1C 


J>at    ther    cam    a    greet    geaunt, 
His    name    was   sir(e)    Olifaunt, 

A  perilous  man  of  dede. 
He  seyde,   'Child,   by  Termagaunt! 
But  if  thou  prike   out  of  myn  haunt,   IE 

Anon   I  sle  thy  steede 

With  mace! 

^f  Heere  is  the  queene  of  ffayerye, 
With  harpe,  and  pipe,  and  symphony  e, 

Dwellynge    in    this   place.'  2C 

^[The  child  seyde,  'Al-so  moote  I  theel 
Tomorwe   wol    I    meete    with   thee, 

Whan  I   haue  myn  armour  e. 
^[And  yet  I  hope,  par  ma  fay, 
That  thou  shalt  with  this  launcegay     25 

Abyen  it  ful  sowre. 

Thy   mawe 

[Thyn  hauberk]  shal  I  pe-ncen,  if  I  may, 
Er  it  be  fully  pryme  of  day, 

ffor  heere  thow  shalt   be  slawe!'  3C 

^[Sir(e)   Thopas   drow   abak  ful  faste; 
This    ge'ant    at   hym   stones    caste 

Out    of   a   fel    staf-slynge; 
^[But  faire   escapeth  sir(e)   Thopas, 
And   al    it   was    thurgh    Goddes    gras,  3£ 

And  thurgh  his  fair   berynge. 

Yet  listeth,  lordes,  to  my  tale, 
Murier    than    a    wightyngale! 

ffor  now  I  wol  yow  rowne 
How  sire  Thopas  with  sydes  smale,      4C 
Prikyng  ouer  hill  and  dale, 

Is   come[n]   agayn  to   towne. 


16666.  and  the  c.  G.,  etc.  74.  hir  E.D.  (Gl.)  [TOtdjt?J.  75.  a  spray  E.D.,  the  sp. 
He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL).  86.  the  plas  He.G.H.*  95.  loue]  haue  He.G.H.4  13705.  hadde  E., 
hath  He.,  etc.;  ryde  D.  —  gttnidjen  709  it.  710  fcfyaltet  D.  (aucf)  Ro.1)  ein:  That  to  him 
durst  ride  or  gon  (Sk.,  Gl.)  [toofjl  unedjt,  ofcluoljl  1  58.  gu  feljlett  fdjeint].  21.  als  He.,  so 
C.P.L.  22.  with  E.H.«,  f.  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  28.  [Thyn  hauberk]  E.G.;  shal,  etc.,  rtltf  ffittfur  E. 
30.  shaltow  He.G.H.4  34.  sir(e)  E.G.,  child  He.,  etc.  39.  ffor  now  C.P.L.,  f.  E.,  etc. 
42.  comen  E.G.  (Gl.). 
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[B  2029—2068] 

•[[His  murie  men  comanded  he 
To  make   hym  bothe  game  and  glee, 
45  ffor  nedes  moste  he  fighte 

With    a    ge'aunt    with    heuedes    three, 
ffor  paramour  and  iolitee 

Of  oon  that  shoon  ful  brighte. 

^['Do  come,'  he  seyde,  'my  wynstrales 
50  And  geestours  for  to  tellen  tales, 

Anon  in  myn  armynge, 
Of    romances    that    been    roiales, 
Of  popes   and  of   cardinales, 

And   eek   of  loue-likynge  I* 

55  *[[They  fette  hym  first  sweete  wyn, 
And   raede    eek    in    a    wazelyn, 

And  roial   spicerye, 
And  gyngebreed,  J>at  was  ful  fyn, 
And   lycorys,    and   eek   comyn, 

60  With  sugre  })at  is    [so]  trye. 

f  He  dide  next  his  white  leere 
Of  clooth  of  lake,   fyn  and  cleere, 

A  breech  and  eek  a  sherte; 
And  next   his  sherte   an  aketotm, 
65  And  ouer  that  an  haubergeown 

ffor  percynge  of  his  herte; 

f  And  ouer  that  a  fyn  hawberk, 
Was  al  ywroght  of  I  ewes  werk, 

fful  strong  it  was   of  plate; 
70  And  ouer  that  his  cote-armour 
As  whit  as  is  a  lilye  flour, 

In  which  he  wol  debate. 

^[His  sheeld  was  al  of  gold  so  reed, 
And  ther-Mine  was  a  bores  heed 
75  A  charbocle  bisyde; 

And  there  he  swoor  on  ale  and  breed, 
How  J)at  the  ge'aunt  shal  be  deed, 
Bityde  what  bityde! 

^[Hise  iambeux  were  of  quyrboilly, 
80  His    swerdes    shethe    of    «/uory, 
His  helm  of  laton  bright; 
His  sadel  was  of  rewel-boon, 


[B  2069—2108] 

His    brydel    as   the    sonne    shoon, 
Or  as  the  moone  light. 

^[His  spere  it  was  of  fyn  ciprees,          85 
That  bodeth  werre,  and  no-thyng  pees, 

The  heed  ful  sharp(e)   ygrounde. 
^[His  steede  was  al  dappull  gray, 
It  gooth  an  ambil  in  the  way 

fful    softely    and   rounde  90 

In  londe. 

^[Loo,    lordes    myne,    heere    is    a  fit! 
If  ye  wol  any  moore  of  it, 

To    telle    it    wol    I    fonde. 

NOw  hold[e]  youre  mouth,  par  charitee,  95 
Bothe   knyght   and   lady   free, 

And  herkneth   to  my   spellel 
^[Of  batailles,   and  of  chiualry, 
And  of  ladyes  loue-drury 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle.  00 


speke[n]    of  romances   of  prys, 
Of    Hornchild    and    of    Ypotys, 

Of  Beves  and  [of]  sir  Gy, 
Of  sire  iybeux  and  Pleyn-damour  ; 
But  sire  Thopas,   he  bereth  the  flour  05 

Of   roial    chiualry. 

^[His  goode  steede  al  he  bistrood, 
And  forth  vpon  his  wey  he  rood 

As  sparcle  out  of  the  bronde. 
^[Vp-on  his  creest  he  bar  a  tour,          10 
And   ther-inne   stiked   a   lilie-flour  — 

God  shilde  his  cors  fro  shonde! 

^[And  for  he  was  a  knyght  auntrous, 
He   nolde   slepen   in   noon   hous, 

But   liggen   in   his   hoode;  15 

^[His  brighte  helm  was  his  wonger, 
And  by  hym  baiteth  his  dextrer 

Of   herbes    fyne   and    goode. 

^[Hym-self  drank  water  of  the  well, 

As    dide    the    knyght    sir(e)    Percyuell  20 

So  worthy  vnder  wede, 

on  a  day  ..... 


13746.  hedis(-es)  G.,  etc.  55.  fce  (auSpintftiert  C)  swete  C.P.L.H.*  (Sk.,  GL).  56—59. 
f .  C.P.L.  58.  And  E.,  Of  He.G.D.H.1  (Sk.).  60.  [so]  E.  (Sk.,  GL),  f.  He.,  etc.  75.  bysyde 
E.L.,  him  besyde  C.,  by  his  s.  He.,  etc.  (ft).  C.).  85.  it  was  E.,  was  He.,  etc.  (Sk.). 
95.  hoold  He.H.4  (Sk.),  holdyth  G.L.  13801.  speke  C.L.  (Sk.);  Romance  C.,  Romans 
L.H.*  (GL).  03.  [of]  E.P.  (GL).  08.  rood  E.,  [fiber  wold]  D.,  glood  He.,  etc.  (Sk.). 
10—22.  H.2  flit  G.  18—22.  f.  L.,  ft)ater  nadfjgetrogen  C.  21.  worly  E.He.,  worthy  D.H.*, 
worj)ili  C.P.H.2  22.  Till  it  was  on  a  daye  H.2,  f.  P.H.* 
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19.  Chaucers  Tale  of  Melibeus. 


13825—13875 


[B  2109—2138] 

19.  Chaucers  Tale  of  Melibeus. 

a)  ^[Heerc  the  Hoost  stynteth  Chaucer 
of  his  tale  of  Thopas.*) 

'Ul"a-moore  of  this,  for  Goddes  dignitee  1* 

Quod  oure  hooste,  'for  thou  makest  me 

25  So  wery  of  thy  verray  lewednesse, 

That,  also  wisly  God  my  soule  blesse, 

Mine  eres  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche. 

Now  swich  a  rym  the  deuel  I  biteche! 

This  may  wel  be  rym  dogerel,'  quod  he. 

30  ^['Why  so?'  quod  I,  'why  wiltow  lette 

me 

Moore  of  my  tale  than  another  man, 
Syn  that  it  is  the  beste  tale  I  kan?' 
fl['By  God,'  quod  he,  'for,  pleynly  at 

a  word, 
Thy    drasty    rymyng    is    nat    worth    a 

toord ! 
35  Thou  doost  noght  elles  but  despendest 

tyme. 
Sir(e),  at  o  word,  thou  shalt  no  lenger 

ryme! 
Eat  se   wher  thou   kanst  tellen  aught 

in  geeste, 

Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat  at  the  leeste 
In  which  ther  be  som  murthe  or  som 

doctryne.' 
40  S 'Gladly,'  quod  I,   'by  Goddes  sweete 

pynel 

I  wol  yow  telle  a  litel  thyng  in  prose 
That  oghte  liken  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
Or  elles,  certes,  ye  been  to  daungerous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  vertuous, 
45  Al  be  it  toold  somtyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  sondry  folk,  as  I  shal  yow  deuyse; 
^[As  thus:  ye  woot  |)at  euery~Euange- 

list, 
That    telleth    vs    the    peyne    of    Ihesu 

Crist, 
Ne  seith  nat  alle  thyng  as  his  felawe 

dooth. 

50  But  nathelees  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth, 
And  alle  acorden  as  in  hir  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  tellyng  difference; 


[B  2139—^2161] 
ffor  somme   of  hem   seyn  moore,  and 

somme  seyn  lesse, 
Whan    they    his    pitous    passioun    ex- 

presse — 
I  meene  of  Mark  and  Mathew,  Luc  and  55 

lohn — 

But  doutelees  hir  sentence  is  al[l]  oon. 
^[Therfore,   lordynges    alle,    I  yow    bi- 

seche, 
If  })at   yow  thynke   I   varie^as   in  my 

speche, 
As  thus,   though  ])at   I  telle  som-what 

moore 

Of  prouerbes  than  ye  han  herd  bifoore,  60 
Comprehended  in  this  litel  tretys  heere, 
To  enforce  with  theff ect  of  my  mateere ; 
And  though  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye 
As    ye    han   herd,    yet   to   yow   alle    I 

preye: 
Blameth  me  nat,  for,   as  in  my  sent-  65 

ence, 

Shul  ye  nowher  fynden  difference 
ffro   the   sentence   of   this   tretys   lyte, 
After    the    which    this    murye    tale    I 

write. 
And  therfore  herkneth  what  J>at  I  shal 

seye, 

And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.  70 
^Explicit. 

b)  ^|  Heere  bigynneth  Chaucers  tale  of 
Melibee. 

A  yong  man,  called  Melibeus, 
myghty  and  riche,  bigat  vp-on  his  wyf, 
that  called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter, 
which  that  called  was  Sophie. 

(2)  Vpon  a  day  bifel  £>at  he,  for  hi? 
desport,  is  went  in-to  the  feeldes  hym 
to  pleye.  (3)  His  wyf  and  eek  his 
doghter  hath  he  left  inwith  his  hous, 
of  which  the  dores  weren  faste  yshette. 
(4)  ^[Thre  of  hise  olde  foes  han  it 
espyed,  and  setten  laddres  to  the  walles 
of  his  hous,  and  by  wyndowes  been 
entred;  (5)  and  betten  his  wyf,  and  75 


*)  and  biddeth  hym  telle  another  tale  He.  —  13823— 70.  Ro.'  fitr  G.  32.  tale  E., 
rym  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  Gl.).  33.  o  word  He.H.4  45.  toold]  take  E.  55.  and  Mathew  Wr.  Sk. ; 
and  f.E.,  etc.;  Marke(?)  Gl.  58.  yow  E.D.H.*,  ye  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL).  66.  ^e  schal  nought 
fynde  mochil  d.  C.L.Ro.8  (Sk.,  Gl.)?  67.  [1.  sentence?].  —  71—90.  Ro.'  fitr  G.;  whilom 
called  He.C.L.Ro. 
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19.  Chaucers  Tale  of  Melibeus. 


[B  2161—2175] 

wounded  his  doghter  with  fyue  mortal 

woundes      in      fyue      sondry      places; 

(6)  ^[this   is   to   seyn:   in  hir  feet,   in 
hir(e)  handes,  in  hir  erys,  in  hir  nose, 
and    in    hir    mouth,    and    leften    hir(e) 
for  deed,   and  wenten   awey. 

(?)  ^[Whan  Melibeus  retourned  was 
in-to  his  hous,  and  saugh  al  this  mes- 
chief,  he,  lyk  a  mad  man,  rentynge 
his  clothes,  gan  to  \vepe  and  crie. 
(8)  ^[Prudence,  his  wyf,  as  ferforth 
as  she  dorste,  bisoghte  hym  of  his 
wepyng  for  to  stynte.  (9)  But  nat 
for-thy  he  gan  to  crie  and  wepen  euere 
lenger  the  moore. 

80  ^[This  noble  wyf  Prudence  remem- 
bred  hir(e)  vpon  the  sentence  of  Guide 
in  his  book  that  cleped  is  'the  jRe- 
medie  of  ioue'*),  wher-as  he  seith, 
(i)  'He  is  a  fool  that  destourbeth  the 
mooder  to  wepen  in  the  deeth  of  hir 
child,  til  she  haue  Avept  hir  fille,  as 
for  a  certein  tyme.  (2)  •[And  thanne 
shal  man  doon  his  diligence  with  amy- 
able  wordes  hir(e)  to  reconforte,  and 
preyen  hir(e)  of  hir  wepyng  for  to 
stynte.'  (3)  *[fffor  which  resown  this 
noble  wyf  Prudence  suffred  hir  hous- 
bonde  for  to  wepe  and  crie,  as  for  a 
certein  space.  (4)  And  whan  she  saugh 
hir  tyme,  she  seyde  him  in  this  wise : 

85  (5)  ^|  'Alias,  my  lord,'  quod  she,  'why 
make  ye  your(e)-self  for  to  be  lyk  a 
fool  ?  (6)  for  sothe,  it  aperteneth  nat  to 
a  wys  man  to  maken  swich[e]  a  sonve. 

(7)  Your(e)  doghter,  with  the  grace  of 
God,  shal  warisshe  and  escape.  (8)  And 
al  were  it  so,  that  she  right  now  were 
deed,    ye    ne    oughte    nat    as    for    hir 
deeth  your(e)-self  to  destroye.   (9)  ^[Se- 
nek   seith,    "The   wise    man    shal   nat 
take  to  greet  disconfort  for  the  deeth 

90  of  his  children,  (o)  But  certes  he 
sholde  suffren  it  in  pacience,  as  wel 
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as  he  abidsth  the  deeth  of  his  owene 
propre    persone." 

(i)  ^This  Melibeus  answerde  anon, 
and  seyde,  ^['What  man,'  quod  he, 
'sholde  of  his  wepyng  stente  that  hath 
so  greet  a  cause  for  to  wepe?  (2)  Ihesu 
Crist,  oure  Lord,  hym-self  wepte  for 
the  deeth  of  Lazarus,  hys  freend.' 
(3)  Prudence  answerde,  'Certes  wel 
I  woot,  ottempree  wepyng  is  no-thyng 
deffended  to  hym  J>at  sorweful  is 
amonges  folk  in  sorwe,  but  it  is  rather 
graunted  hym  to  wepe.  (4)  ^[The 
Apostle  Paul  vn-to  the  Romayns 
writeth,  "Man  shal  reioyse  with  hem 
that  maken  ioye,  and  wepen  with  swich 
folk  as  wepen."  (5)  But  though  at-  95 
tempree  wepyng  be  ygraunted,  out 
rageous  wepyng  certes  is  deffended. 
(6)  Mesure  of  wepyng  sholde  be  con 
sidered  after  the  loore  J)at  techeth  vs 
Senek.  (7) •["Whan  that  thy  freend 
is  deed/'  quod  he,  "lat  nat  thyne  [ejye'n 
to  moyste  been  of  teeris,  ne  to  muche 
drye.  (8)  Al  though  the  teeris  come 
to  thyne  [ejyen,  lat  hem  nat  falle. 
(9)  And  whan  thou  hast  for-goon  thy 
freend,  do  diligence  to  gete  another 
freend.  (o)  And  this  is  moore  wysdom  00 
than  for  to  wepe  for  thy  freend  which 
that  thou  hast  lorn;  for  ther-^nne  is 
no  boote."  (i)  And  therfore,  if  ye 
gouerne  yow  by  sapience,  put  awey 
sorwe  out  of  your(e)  herte.  (2)  ^[Re- 
membre  yow  J>at  Ihesus  Sirak  seith, 
^f"A  man  that  is  ioyous  and  glad  in 
herte,  it  hym  conserueth  florissynge 
in  his  age;  6ut  soothly  sorweful  herte 
maketh  hise  bones  drye."  (3)  ^[He 
seith  eek  thus :  /hat  "sorwe  in  herte 
sleeth  ful  many  a  man."  (4)  ^[Salo 
mon  seith,  /hat  "right  as  wiotthes  in  the 
shepes  flees  anoyeth  to  the  clothes, 
and  the  smale  wormes  to  the  tree, 


*)  2lm  aianbe:  Ouidius  de  remedio  amoris  [I,  127—30]  E.He.D.H.4;  tm  folQ.  luerberi 
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89.  Senek:  Ep.  LXXIV,  29.  94:  Romayns:  XII,  15.  95.  ygraunted  E.D.C.,  graunted  He., 
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right  so  anoyeth  sorwe  to  the  herte." 

05  (5)  Wherfore  vs  oghte,  as  wel  in  the 
deeth  of  oure  children  as  in  the  losse 
of  opere  goodes  temporels,  haue  pa- 
cience.  (6)  ^[Remembre  yow  vp-on  the 
pacient  lob,  whan  he  hadde  lost  hise 
children  and  his  temporeel  substance, 
and  in  his  body  endured  and  re- 
ceyued  ful  many  a  greuous  tribu- 
lacion;  (7)  </et  seyde  he  thus:  ^["Oure 
Lord  hath  yeue  it  me,  oure  Lord  hath 
biraft  it  me;  right  as  oure  Lord  hath 
wold,  right  so  it  is  doon;  blessed  be 
the  name  of  oure  .Lord !"  ' 

(8)  ^To  thise  foreseide  thynges  an- 
swerde  Melibeus  vn-to  his  wyf  Prud 
ence:  (9)  ^['Alle  thy  wordes/  quod 
he,  'been  sothe,  and  therwith  profitable ; 
but  trewely,  myn  herte  is  troubled 
with  this  sorwe  so  greuously,  that  I 

10  noot  what  to  doone.'  (o)  'Lat  calle,' 
quod  Prudence,  'thy  trewe  freendes 
alle  and  thy  lynage  whiche  that  been 
wise;  telleth  your(e)  cas,  and  herkneth 
what  they  seye  in  conseillyng,  and  yow 
gouerne  after  hir  sentence,  (i)  ^Sa 
lomon  seith,  "Werke  alle  thy  thynges 
by  conseil,  and  thou  shalt  neuer  re- 
pente." 

(2)  ^[Thanne  by  the  conseil  of  his 
wyf  Prudence,  this  Melibeus  leet  callen 
a  greet  congregacion  of  folk;  (3)  as 
surgiens,  phisiciens,  olde  folk  and 
yonge,  and  somme  of  hise  olde  enemys, 
reconsiled  as  by  hir  semblawnt  to  his 
loue  and  in-to  his  grace.  (4)  Jjid  ther- 
with-al  ther  coomen  somme  of  hise 
neighebores  that  diden  hym  reuerence, 
moore  for  drede  than  for  loue,  as  it 

15  happeth  ofte.  (5)  ^[Ther  coomen  also 
ful  many  subtille  flatereres  and  wise 
aduocatz,  lerned  in  the  laAve. 

(6)  And  whan  this  folk  togidre  as 
sembled  weren,  this  Melibeus  in  sorwe- 
ful  wise  shewed  hem  his  cas.  (7)  And 
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by  the  manere  of  his  speche  it  semed 
wel  that  in  herte  he  baar  a  crueel 
ire,  redy  to  doon  vengeatmce  vp-on 
hise  foes,  and  sodeynly  desired  that 
the  werre  sholde  bigynne.  (8)  But 
nathelees  yet  axed  he  hir  conseil  vpon 
this  matiere. 

(9)  ^[A  surgien,  by  licence  and  assent 
of  swiche  as  weren  wise,  vp  roos,  and 
to  Melibeus  seyde,  as  ye  may  heere : 
(o)  'Sire,'  quod  he,  'as  to  vs  surgiens  20 
aperteneth  that  we  do  to  euery  wight 
the  beste  that  we  kan,  where-as  we 
been  withholde,  and  to  oure  pacientz 
that  we  do  no  damage,  (i)  Wherfore 
it  happeth  many  tyme  and  ofte  that, 
whan  twey  men  han  euerich  wounded 
oother,  oon  same  surgien  heeleth  hem 
bothe.  (2)Wherfore  vn-to  oure  art  it 
is  nat  pertinent  to  norice  werre,  ne 
parties  to  supporte.  (3)  But  certes,  as 
to  the  warisshynge  of  your(e)  doghter, 
al  be  it  so  that  she  perilously  be  wound 
ed,  we  shullen  do  so  ententif  bisynesse 
fro  day  to  nyght,  that,  with  the  grace 
of  God,  she  shal  be  hool  and  sound 
as  soone  as  is  possible.' 

(4)  ^[Almoost  right  in  the  same  wise 
the  phisiciens  answerden,  saue  that  they 
seyden  a  fewe  wordes  moore;  (5)  £hat  25 
right  as  maladies  been  cured  by  hir 
contraries,  right  so  shul  men  warisshe 
werre  by  vengeawnce. 

(6)  ^Hise  neighebores  ful  of  enuye, 
hise  feyned  freendes  that  semeden 
reconsiled,  and  hise  flatereres  maden 
semblant  of  wepyng,  and  empeireden 
and  agreggeden  muchel  of  this  ma 
tiere,  (7)  in  preisynge  greetly  Melibee 
of  myght,  of  power,  of  richesse,  and 
of  freendes,  despisynge  the  power  of 
hise  aduersaries,  (8)  and  seiden  outrely 
that  he  anon  sholde  wreken  hym  on 
hise  foes,  and  bigynne  werre. 

(9)  *[Vp  roos  thanne  an  aduocat  that 
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was  wys,  by  leue  and  by  conseil  of 
othere  that  were  wise,  and  seide, 

30  (o)  'Lordynges,  the  nede  for  which  we 
been  assembled  in  this  place  is  a  ful 
heuy  thyng  and  an  heigh  matiere,  by 
cause  of  the  wrong  and  of  the  wik- 
kednesse  that  hath  be  doon,  (i)  and 
eek  by  resown  of  the  grete  damages  that 
in  tyme  comynge  been  possible  to  fallen 
for  this  same  cause;  (2)  and  eek  by 
resown  of  the  grete  richesse  and  power 
of  the  parties  bothe,  for  the  whiche 
resowns  it  were  a  ful  greet  peril  to 
erren  in  this  matiere.  (3)  ^[TFherfore, 
Melibeus,  this  is  oure  sentence:  we 
conseille  yow  abouen  alle  thyng  that 
right  anon  thou  do  thy  diligence  in 
kepynge  of  thy  propre  persone  in 
swich  a  wise,  J)at  thou  wante  noon 
espie  ne  wacche,  thy  persone  for  to 
saue.  (4)  ^[And  after  that  we  conseille 
J)at  in  thyn  hous  thou  sette  sufficeant 
garnisown,  so  that  they  may  as  wel  thy 

35  body  as  thyn  hous  defende.  (5)  ^[But 
certes,  for  to  moeue  werre,  or  sodeyn- 
ly  for  to  doon  vengeaunce,  we  may 
nat  demen  in  so  litel  tyme  that  it 
were  profitable.  (6)  Wherfore  we  axen 
leyser  and  espace  to  haue  deliberacion 
in  this  cas  to  deme.  (7)  ffor*  the  com 
mune  prouerbe  seith  thus:  ^["He  that 
soone  demeth,  soone  shal  repente." 
(8)  And  eek  men  seyn  that  thilke  luge 
is  wys  that  soone  vnderstondeth  a  ma 
tiere,  and  mggeth  by  leyser.  (9)  ^ffor 
al  be  it  so  that  alle  tariyng  be  anoy- 
ful,  algates  it  is  nat  to  repreue  in 
yeuynge  of  mggement,  ne  in  vengeance 
takyng,  whan  it  is  sufficeant  and  reson- 

40  able,  (o)  ^[And  that  shewed  oure  .Lord 
Ihesu  Crist  by  ensample,  (i)  for  whan 
that  the  womman  that  was  taken  in 
auowtrie  was  broght  in  his  presence 
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to  knowen  what  sholde  be  doon  with 
hir  persone,  al  be  it  so  that  he  wiste 
wel  hym-self  what  that  he  wolde  an- 
swere;  (2)  yet  ne  wolde  he  nat  answere 
sodeynly,  but  he  wolde  haue  deliber 
acion,  and  in  the  ground  he  wroot 
twies.  (3)  And  by  thise  causes,  we 
axen  deliberacioitn,  and  we  shal  thanne, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  conseille  thee 
thyng  that  shal  be  profitable.' 

(4)  ^Vp  stirten  thanne  the  yonge 
folk  atones,  and  the  mooste.  partie  of 
that  compaignye  scorned  the  olde  wise 
men,  and  bigonnen  to  make  noyse, 
and  seyden,  (5)  that  right  so  as,  whil  45 
that  iren  is  hoot,  men  sholden  smyte, 
right  so  men  sholde  wreken  hir  wronges 
while  J)at  they  been  fresshe  and  newe, 
and  with  loud  vois  they  criden,  'TFerre, 
werre  1' 

(6)  ^[Vp  roos  tho  oon  of  thise  olde 
wise,  and  with  his  hand  made  conten- 
aunce  that  men  sholde  holden  hem 
stille,  and  yeuen  hym  audience. 
(7)  *[ 'Lordynges,'  quod  he,  'ther  is  ful 
many  a  man  that  crieth  "werre,  werre !" 
that  woot  ful  litel  what  werre  amount- 
eth.  (8)  ^[  Werre  at  his  bigynnyng  hath 
so  greet  an  entryng  and  so  large,  that 
euery  wight  may  entre  whan  hym 
liketh,  and  lightly  fynde  werre;  but 
certes,  what  ende  that  shal  ther-of  bi- 
falle,  it  is  nat  light  to  knowe.  (9)  ffor 
soothly,  whan  J)at  werre  is  ones  bi- 
gonne,  ther  is  ful  many  a  child  vn- 
born  of  his  mooder  that  shal  sterue 
yong  by  cause  of  that  ilke  werre,  or 
elles  lyue  in  sorwe,  and  dye  in  wrecch- 
ednesse.  (o)  And  ther-fore,  er  J>at  50 
any  werre  bigynne,  men  moste  haue 
greet  conseil,  and  greet  deliberacion.' 
(i)  ^[And  whan  this  olde  man  wende 
to  enforcen  his  tale  by  resons,  wel 
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ny  alle  atones  bigonne  they  to  rise 
for  to  breken  his  tale,  and  beden  hym 
ful  ofte  hise  wordes  for  to  abregge. 
(2)  ffor  soothly,  he  that  precheth  to 
hem  that  listen  nat  heeren  hise  wordes, 
his  sermon  hem  anoieth.  (3)  ^[ffor 
Ihesus  Syrak  seith  that  'musik  in 
wepynge  is  anoyous  thyng;'  (4)  this 
is  to  seyn:  As  muche  auailleth  to 
speken  bifore  folk  to  whiche  his  speche 
anoyeth,  as  it  is  to  synge  biforn  hym 

55  that  wepeth.  (5)  And  this  wise  man 
saugh  that  hym  wanted  audience,  and 
al  shamefast  he  sette  hym  doim  agayn. 
(6)  Iff  for  Salomon  seith,  'Ther-as 
thou  ne  mayst  haue  noon  audience, 
enforce  thee  nat  to  speke.'  (7)  ^f'l 
see  wel,'  quod  this  wise  man,  'pat  the 
commune  prouerbe  is  sooth,  "That  good 
conseil  wanteth  whan  it  is  moost  nede."  ' 
(8)  f  Yet  hadde  this  Melibeus  in 
his  conseil  many  folk  that  priuely  in 
his  eere  conseilled  hym  certeyn  thyng, 
and  conseilled  hym  the  contrarie  in 
general  audience.  (9)  Whan  Melibeus 
hadde  herd  that  the  gretteste  partie 
of  his  conseil  weren  accorded  |)at  he 
sholde  maken  werre,  anoon  he  consent 
ed  to  hir  conseillyng,  and  fully  af- 
fermed  hir  sentence. 

60  Thanne  dame  Prudence,  whan  J)at 
she  saugh  how  that  hir  housbonde 
shoop  hym  for  to  wreken  hym  on  j 
hise  foes,  and  to  bigynne  werre,  she 
in  ful  humble  wise,  whan  she  saugh 
hir  tyme,  seide  to  hym  thise  wordes : 

(1)  T'My  lord/   quod  she,   'I   yow  bi- 
seche   as    hertely   as    I    dar   and  kan, 
ne    haste    yow    nat    to   faste,    and   for 
alle  gerdons,   as  yeueth  me  audience. 

(2)  ^[ffor     Piers     Alfonce     seith, 
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^["TFho  so  that  dooth  to  thee  owther 
good  or  harm,  haste  thee  nat  to  quiten 
it;  (3)  for  in  this  wise  thy  freend 
wol[e]  abyde,  and  thyn  enemy  shal 
the  lenger  lyue  in  drede."  (4)  ^[The 
prouerbe  seith,  ".He  hasteth  wel  that 
wisely  kan  abyde,"  and,  "In  wikked 
haste  is  no  profit.'" 

*[[This  Melibee  answerde  vn-to  his  £ 
wyf  Prudence:  *['!  purpose  nat,'  quod 
he,  'to  werke  by  thy  conseil  for  many 
causes  and  resowns.  (6)  «[ffor  certes, 
euery  wight  wolde  holde  me  thanne 
a  fool;  ^[this  is  to  seyn:  if  I  for  thy 
conseillyng  wolde  chaungen  thynges 
that  been  ordeyned  and  affermed  by 
so  manye  wyse.  (7)  ^[Secoundly  I 
seye  that  alle  wommen  been  wikke, 
and  noon  good  of  hem  alle.  (8)  ^["ffor 
of  a  thousand  men,"  seith  Salomon, 
"I  foond  o  good  man,  but  certes,  of 
alle  wommen,  good  wommen  foond  I 
neuere."  (9)  ^[And  also  certes,  if  I 
gouerned  me  by  thy  conseil,  it  sholde 
seme  that  I  hadde  yeue  to  thee  ouer 
me  the  maistrie,  and  God  forbede  that 
it  so  weere.  (o)  ^[For  Ihesus  Syrak  7 
seith  that  "if  the  wyf  haue  maistrie,  she  is 
contrarious  to  hir  housbonde."  (i)^[And 
Salomon  seith,  ^[ "Neuere  in  thy  lyf, 
to  thy  wyf,  ne  to  thy  child,  ne  to  thy 
freend,  ne  yeue  no  power  ouer  thy 
self.  (2)  ffor  bettre  it  were  that  thy 
children  aske  of  thy  persone  thynges 
that  hem  nedeth  than  thou  be  thy 
self  in  the  handes  of  thy  children." 
(3)  *[And  also  if  I  wolde  werke  by 
thy  conseillyng,  certes  my  conseillyng 
moste  som-tyme  be  secree,  til  it  were 
tyme  pat  it  moste  be  knowe,  and  this 
ne  may  noght  be *) 
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He.G.D.H.4,  fc>e  C.P.L.  (f.  Disc.  Cler.  XXV,  15).  13966—14009.  Eg.  fur  D.  68.  o  (on) 
He.,  etc.,  a  E.G.  (Sk.,  Gl.)  (f.  $rb.  (Sol.  VII,  29.)  [Sfol.  10123  f-1  69.  gocldes  forbode  He.G.Eg. 
71:  tofil.  14584  [&  @ir.  XXXIII,  19—21].  72.  be  E.,  see'He.G.Eg.H.4,  sese  P.,  f.  C.L. 
73.  also  f.  E.  (Gl.);  my  conseil  He.,  etc.,  f.  H.*  *)  2  ©ofce  in  alien  $if.  attfgelaffen;  tm 
frg.  Original:  Car  il  est  escript,  la  genglerie  des  ferames  ne  puet  riens  celler  fors  ce 
qu'elle  ne  scet.  Apres,  le  philosophre  dit,  en  mauvais  ccnseil  les  femmes  vainquent  les 
hommes;  et  par  (pour)  ces  raisons  je  ne  dois  point  user  de  ton  conseil  (f.  Six -Text, 
B  2252—53  it.  t>gl.  u.  13996,  14001). 
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|B  2254—2262]  [B  2262—2273] 

(4)    Whanne    dame    Prudence    ful    |    hem,   and    enquere   of   lasse   folk  than 


debonairly  and  with  greet  pacience 
haclde  herd  al  that  hir  housbonde  liked 
for  to  seye,  thanne  axed  she  of  hym 
licence  for  to  speke,  and  seyde  in 

75  this  wise:  (5)  ^f'My  lord,'  quod  she, 
'as  to  your(e)  firste  resown,  certes  it 
may  lightly  be  answered.  (6)  .^fffor 
I  seye  that  it  is  no  folie  to  chaunge 
conseil  whan  the  thyng  is  chaunged  ^[, 
or  elles  whan  the  thyng  semeth  oother- 
weyes  than  it  was  biforn.  (7)  ^[And 
mooreouer  I  seye  that,  though  ye  han 
sworn  and  bihight  to  perfourne  youre 
emprise,  (8)  and  nathelees  ye  weyue 
to  perfourne  thilke  same  emprise  by 
iuste  cause>  men  sholde  nat  seyn  ther- 
fore  that  ye  were  a  Her  ne  forsworn. 
(9)  ^[ffor  the  book  seith  pat  "the  wise 
man  maketh  no  lesyng  whan  he  turneth 

80  his  corage  to  bettre."  (o)  ^[And  al 
be  it  so  that  your(e)  emprise  be 
establissed  and  ordeyned  by  greet  multi 
tude  of  folk,  yet  thar  ye  nat  accom 
plice  thilke  ordinawnce  but  yow  like. 
(i)  ^[ffor  the  trouthe  of  thynges  and 
the  profit  been  rather  founden  in  fewe 
folk  that  been  wise  and  ful  of  re- 
so?m  than  by  greet  multitude  of  folk, 
ther  euery  man  crieth  and  clatereth 
what  that  hym  liketh;  *[soothly,  swich 
multitude  is  nat  honeste. 

(2)  *J[As  to  the  seconde  reso-wn, 
where-as  ye  seyn  pat  alle  wommen 
been  wikke,  saue  youre  grace,  certes 
ye  despisen  alle  wommen  in  this  wyse; 
and  "he.  }>at  alle  despiseth,  alle  desples- 
eth,"  as  seith  the  book.  (3)  &  Senec 
seith  that  "who-so  wole  haue  sapience, 
shal  no  man  despise,  but  he  shal  gladly 
techen  the  science  that  he  kan,  with- 
outen  presumpcion  or  pride.  (4)  And 
swiche  thynges  as  he  nought  ne  kan, 
he  shal  nat  been  ashamed  to  lerne 


hym-self."  (5)  And,  sire,  that  ther  hath  85 
been  many  a  good  womman,  may 
lightly  be  preued.  (6)  ^[ffor  certes, 
sire,  oure  Lord  Ihesu  Crist  wolde 
neuere  haue  descended  to  be  born 
'of  a  womman,  if  alle  wommen  hadden 
ben  wikke.  (7)  And  after  that,  for 
the  grete  bountee  that  is  in  wommen, 
oure  Lord  Ihesu  Crist,  whan  he  was 
risen  fro  deeth  to  lyue,  appeered  rather 
to  a  womman  than  to  hise  Apostles. 
(8)  And  though  that  /Salomon  seith 
that  he  ne  f oond  neuere  womman 
good,  it  folweth  nat  therfore  that  alle 
wommen  ben  wikke.  (9)  ffor  though 
that  he  ne  foond  no  good  womman, 
certes,  ful  many  another  man  hath 
founden  many  a  womman  ful  good 
and  trewe.  (o)  ^[Or  elles,  per  auenture,  90 
the  entente  of  /Salomon  was  this:  that, 
as  in  souereyn  bounte,  he  foond  no 
womman.  (i)  This  is  to  seyn:  that 
ther  is.  no  wight  pat  hath  souereyn 
bountee  saue  God  allone,  as  he  hym- 
self  recordeth  in  hys  Euawngelie.  (2)  ffor 
ther  nys  no  creature  so  good,  that 
hym  ne  wanteth  somwhat  of  the 
perfecciown  of  God,  that  is  his 
maker. 

(3)  ^[ Youre  thridde  reson  is  this: 
^[ye  seyn,  if  ye  gouerne  yow  by  my 
conseil,  it  sholde  seme  that  ye  hadde 
yeue  me  the  maistrie  and  the  lordshipe 
ouer  your(e)  persone.  (4)  $ire,  saue 
your(e)  grace,  it  is  nat  so;  ffor  if  it 
were  so  that  no  man  sholde  be  con- 
seilled  but  oonly  of  hem  that  hadden 
lordshipe  and  maistrie  of  his  persone, 
men  wolden  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofte. 
(5)  ffor  soothly,  thilke  man  that  asketh  95 
conseil  of  a  purpos,  yet  hath  he  free 
choys  wheither  he  wole  werke  by  that 
conseil  or  noon. 


13976.  othir  wyse  G.D.P.L.H.4  77.  that  though  E.Eg.,  bat  thogh  pat  He.G.,  pay 
[)at  C.L.H.4,  SI.  f.  P.  80.  thilke  same  He.G.P.H.*  (Sk.).  82.  As  E.,  and  as  C.L.,  And 
He.,  etc. ;  and  —  book  f.  E. ;  bgl.  b.  frj.  Sejt:  car  il  est  escript,  qui  tout  [tous?]  desprist,  a  tous 
desplaist;  al  .  .  .  al  He.;  alle  clespyseth  all  dispyseb  .  .  .  C.,  ...  all  binge  him  despiseb  L., 
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pat  al  (alle)   dispiseth  P.H.*    83.   despise  E.L.,    dispraise  He.,   etc.   (Sk.).     [De  quat. 
.,  cap.  III].     85:  t>8l.  ioi55ff.     94.  if  so  were  He.Eg.C.L.H.4,  git  it  so  w.  P. 
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[B  2274—2286] 

(6)  ^[And  as  to  your(e)  fourthe  re- 
soun,  ^[ther  ye  seyn  J)at  the  eanglerie  of 
wommen  Jean  hyde  thynges  that  they 
woot  noght,  as  who  seith  that  a  worn- 
man  kan  nat  hyde  that  she  woot. 
(7)  ^[$ire,  thise  wordes  been  vnder- 
stonde  of  wommen  J>at  been  tangl  cresses 
and  wikked,  (8)  of  whiche  wommen 
men  seyn  that  thre  thynges  dryuen 
a  man  out  of  his  hous  *ff,  that  is 
to  seyn:  smoke,  droppyng  of  reyn, 
and  wikked  wyues.  (9)  And  of  swiche 
wommen  seith  Salomon  J)at  "it  were 
bettre  dwelle  in  desert  than  with  a 
womman  that  is  riotous."  ^[And,  sir(e), 

00  by  your(e)  leue,  that  am  nat  I.  (o)  /for 
ye  haan  ful  ofte  assayed  my  grete 
silence,  and  my  grete  pacience,  and 
eek  how  wel  that  I  kan  hyde  and 
hele  thynges  that  men  oghte  secreely 
to  hyde. 

(i)  ^[And  soothly,  as  to  your(e) 
fifthe  reso^n,  where-as  ye  seyn  that 
in  wikked  conseil  wommen  venquisshe 
men,  ^[God  woot,  thilke  resown  stant 
heere  in  no  stede.  (2)  ^[ffor  vnder- 
stoond  now,  ye  asken  conseil  to  do 
wikkednesse;  (3)  and  if  ye  wole  werken 
wikkednesse,  and  your(e)  wif  restreyn- 
eth  thilke  wikked  purpos,  and  ouer- 
cometh  yow  by  reson  and  by  good 
conseil,  certes  youre  wyf  oghte  rather 
to  be  preised  than  yblamed.  (4)  ^1  Thus 
sholde  ye  vnderstonde  the  philosophre 
that  seith,  "In  wikked  conseil  wommen 
venquisshen  hir  housbondes." 

05  ^[And  ther-as  ye  blamen  alle  wom 
men  and  hir  resowns,  I  shal  she  we 
yow  by  manye  ensamples  that  many  a 
womman  hath  ben  ful  good,  and  yet 
been,  and  hir  conseils  ful  hoolsome 
and  profitable.  (6)  ^[Eek  som  men 


[B  2286—2298} 

han  seyd  that  the  conseillynge  of 
wommen  is  outher  to  deere,  or  elles 
to  litel  of  pris.  (7)  «[But  al  be  it  so 
JDat  ful  many  a  womman  is  badde, 
and  hir  conseil  vile  and  noght  worth, 
yet  han  men  founde  ful  many  a  good 
womman,  and  ful  discrete  and  wise 
in  conseillynge.  (8)  ^[Loo  lacob,  by 
good  conseil  of  his  mooder  Rebekka, 
wan  the  benysown  of  Ysaak,  his  fader, 
and  the  lordshipe  ouer  alle  hise  bre- 
theren.  (9)  ^[ludith,  by  hir  good 
conseil,  deliuered  the  citee  of  Bethulie, 
in  which  she  dwelled,  out  of  the  handes 
of  Olofernus,  that  hadde  it  biseged, 
and  wolde  al  haue  destroyed  it. 
(o)  ^[Abygail  deliuered  Nabal,  hir  1< 
housbonde,  fro  Dauid  the  kyng,  that 
wolde  haue  slayn  hym,  and  apaysed 
the  ire  of  the  kyng  by  hir  wit  and 
by  hir  good  conseillyng.  (i)  *[  Hester 
enhaunced  greetly  by  hir  good  con 
seil  the  peple  of  God  in  the  regne 
of  Assuerus  the  kyng.  (2)  ^[^Lnd  the 
same  bountee  in  good  conseillyng  of 
many  a  good  womman  may  men  telle. 
(3)  ^[And  moore-ouer,  whan  oure  .Lord 
hadde  creat  Adam,  oure  forme  fader, 
he  seyde  in  this  wise:  (4)  "It  is  nat 
good  to  been  a  man  alloone;  make 
we  to  hym  an  help  semblable  to  hym-' 
self."  (5)  J[  Heere  may  ye  se  that,  1, 
if  that  wommen  were  nat  goode,  and 
hir  conseils  goode  &  profitable,  oure 
Lord  God  of  heuene  wolde  neuere 
han  wroght  hem,  ne  called  hem  help 
of  man,  but  rather  confusiown  of  man. 
(6)  ^[And  ther  seyde  oones  a  clerk 
in  two  vers:  "What  is  bettre  than 
gold?  laspre.  «[[What  is  bettre  than 
laspre?  Wisedom.  ^[And  what  is 
better  than  wisedoom?  Womman.  And 


13996.  hath  hyd  th.  that  they  wiste  E.  (Sk.  [woot],  Gl.)  [SBfll.  *>•  fa-  %*&  *3973*); 
I.  kan  nat  hyde  th.  saue  that,  etc.?];  that  bat  she  woot  He.,  bat  at,  etc.  H.4,  what,  etc.  C.,  f.  P. 
98:  bgl.  @pr.  XXVII,  15  it.  %.  5860.  99.  of  f.  E.C.P.  [f.  <3pr.  XXI,  19  u.  XXV,  24].  14005.  yow 
f.  He.G.Eg.H.*;  ful  hoolsome  E.H.4,  ful  f.  He.,  etc.  08.  good  f.  He.G.P.H.4  [*Ql.  9238 ff.]. 
09.  it  al  destroye  He.G.P.  (al  j.)  D.H.4.  n.  enhaunced  greetly  by  hir  good  conseil  E.r 
by  hir  (f.  H.4)  g.  (f.  D.C.L.)  c.  e.  gr.  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  15.  conseil  good  He.,  etc.;  be§0t.  17 
(f.  P.H.4);  neuere  E.G.,  neither  He.,  etc.  [bgl.  15947].  16.  Auro  quid  melius./  iaspis ;  quid 
iaspis.  sensus/Sensu  quid./  Mulier;  quid  Muliere./nichil.  He.  [ol§  Srilfjnote];  a  good  E.C.L. 
[teitroeife  berb.],  good  He.,  etc. 
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what  is  bettre  than  a  good  womman? 
JVo-thyng."  (7)  ^[And,  sir(e),  by  manye 
of  othre  resons  may  ye  seen  that  manye 
wommen  been  goode,  and  hir  conseils 
goode  and  profitable :  (8)  And  ther-fore, 
sir(e),  if  ye  wol  triste  to  my  conseil, 
I  shal  restoore  yow  youre  doghter 
hool  and  sound;  (9)  and  eek  I  wol 
do  to  yow  so  muche,  that  ye  shul 
haue  honour  in  this  cause.' 

20  Whan  Melibee  hadde  herd  the 
wordes  of  his  wyf  Prudence,  he  seyde 
thus:  (i)  *(['!  se  wel  that  the  word 
of  Salomon  is  sooth;  he  seith  that 
"wordes  f>at  been  spoken  discreetly 
by  ordinaunce  been  honycombes,  for 
they  yeuen  swetnesse  to  the  soule  and 
hool-somnesse  to  the  body."  (2)  ^[And, 
wyf,  by  cause  of  thy  sweete  wordes, 
and  eek  for  I  haue  assayed  and  preued 
thy  grete  sapience  and  thy  grete 
trouthe,  I  wol  gouerne  me  by  thy 
conseil  in  alle  thyng.' 

(3)  'Now,  sire/  quod  dame  Prud 
ence,  'and  syn  ye  vouche-sauf  to 
been  gouerned  by  my  conseil,  I  wol 
enforme  yow  how  ye  shul  gouerne 
your(e)-self  in  chesynge  of  your(e)  con- 
seillours.  (4)  ^[Ye  shul  first  in  alle 
youre  werkes  mekely  biseken  to  the 
heighe  God  J>at  he  wol  be  your(e) 

25  conseillour.  (5)  And  shapeth  yow  to 
.  swich  entente  that  he  yeue  yow  conseil 
and  confort,  as  taughte  Thobie  his 
sone:  (6)  ^f"At  alle  tymes  thou  shalt 
blesse  God,  and  praye  hym  to  dresse 
thy  weyes,  and  looke  £>at  alle  thy  con 
seils  been  in  hym  for  eueremoore." 
(7)  Seint  lame  eek  seith,  "If  any 
of  yow  haue  nede  of  sapience,  axe 
it  of  God."  (8)  ^[And  afterward  thanne 
shul  ye  taken  conseil  of  your(e)-seZ/, 
and  examyne  wel  youre  thoghtes  of 
swich  thyng  as  yow  thynketh  |)at  is 


|  B  23 1 1— 2327] 

best  for  your(e)  profit.  (9)  And  thanne 
shul  ye  dryue  fro  your(e)  herte  thre 
thynges  that  been  contrariouse 
to  good  conseil;  £hat  is  to  seyn: 
Ire,  coueitise,  and  hastifnesse. 

^[f  first,  he  J)at  axeth  conseil  of  hym-  30 
self,  certes,  he  moste  been  with-outen 
ire  for  manye  causes,  (i)  The  firste 
is  this:  ^[he  J)at  hath  greet  ire  and 
wratthe  in  hym-self,  he  wenej)  alwey 
that  he  may  do  thyng  that  he  may  nat  do. 
(2)  *[And  secoundely,  he  that  is  ^rous 
and  wrooth,  he  ne  may  nat  wel  deme, 
and  he  J>at  may  nat  wel  deme,  may 
nat  wel  conseille.  (3)  ^[The  thridde  is 
this:  "that  he  J>at  is  ^rous  and  wrooth," 
as  seith  Senec,  "ne  may  nat  speke 
but  he  blame  thynges,"  and  with  hise 
viciouse  wordes  he  stireth  oother  folk 
to  angre  and  to  ire.  (4)  ^"And  eek, 
sire,  ye  moste  dryue  coueitise  ouf  of 
youre  herte.  (5)  ffor  the  Apostle  35 
seith  ^[Jhat  "coueitise  is  roote  of  alle 
harmes."  (6)  And  truste  wel  that  a 
coueitous  man  ne  kan  noght  deme  ne 
thenke,  but  oonly  to  fulfille  the  ende 
of  his  coueitise;  (7)  and  certes,  that 
ne  may  neuere  been  accompliced;  for 
euere  the  moore  habundaunce  J)at  he 
hath  of  richesse,  the  moore  he  desir- 
eth.  (8)  ^[And,  sir(e),  ye  moste  also 
dryue  out  of  youre  herte  hastifnesse; 
(9)  for  certes,  ye  ne  may  nat  deeme 
for  the  beste  a  sodeyn  thought  that 
falleth  in  youre  herte,  but  ye  moste 
auyse  yow  on  it  ful  ofte.  (o)  ffor,  as  40 
ye  herde  biforn,  the  commune  prouerbe 
is  this:  ^hat  "he  J>at  soone  demeth, 
soone  repenteth."  (i)  ^[Sir(e),  ye  ne 
be  nat  alwey  in  lyke  disposiciown ;  for 
certes,  som  thyng  |>at  somtyme  semeth 
to  yow  that  it  is  good  for  to  do,  an 
other  tyme  it  semeth  to  yow  the  con- 
trarie. 


14018.  triste  E.,  truste  (troste)  He.,  etc.  21:  f.  <5pr.  XVI,  24.  26:  Tob.  IV,  19. 
27:  I,  5.  28.  conseil  of  E.,  c.  in  He.,  etc.  (Sk.);  self  f.  E.;  swich  thyng  E.,  swiche 
thynges  He.,  etc.  33.  he  blame  E.,  blameful  He.,  etc.  (Gl.)  [Sent.  281].  35.  coueitise, 
etc.:  I.  Xim.  VI,  10.  fogl.  12272,  etc.];  the  roote  He.D.C.L.  36.  thenke  He.D.C,  thynke 
E.,  etc.  (f.  P.)  (Sk.,  GL).  39.  ne  may  E.,  ne  moun  D.,  may  He.,  etc.  40.  biforn  E.,  her 
biforn  He.,  etc.  (he  to-forn  P.)  [tigl.  13937]. 
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(2)  Whan  ye  han  taken  conseil  of 
youre-self,  and  han  deemed  by  good 
deliberacion  svvich  thyng  as  you  list 
best,  ^[tfianne  rede  I  yow  that  ye 
kepe  it  secree.  (3)  jBiwreye  nat  youre 
conseil  to  no  persone,  but  if  so 
be  that  ye  wenen  sikerly  that  thurgh 
youre  biwreyyng  youre  condiciown  shal  j 
be  to  yow  the  moore  profitable.  (4)  *[[ffor 
Ihesus  Syrak  seith,  "Neither  to  thy 
foo,  ne  to  thy  frend,  discouere  nat 

45  thy  secree,   ne  thy  folie;   (5)  for  they   i 
wol  yeue  yow  audience  and  lookynge   j 
to  supportaciown  in  thy  presence,  and 
scorne  thee  in  thyn  absence."   (6)  ^[An 
other  clerk  seith  that  "scarsly  shaltou   | 
fynden    any    persone    that    may    kepe   j 
conseil  sikerly."    (7)  ^[The  book  seith, 
"Whil  J3at  thou  kepest  thy  conseil  in 
thyn  herte,  thou  kepest  it  in  thy  pri- 
soun,    and    whan    thou    biwreyest    thy 
conseil  to  any  wight,  he  holdeth  thee 
in  his  snare."    (8)  ^[And  therfore  yow 
is    bettre    to    hyde    youre    conseil     in 
your(e)  herte  than  praye  hym  to  whom 
ye    han    biwreyed    youre    conseil    that 
he    wol[e]    kepen    it    cloos    and    stille. 
(9)   ^[ffor   Seneca   seith,   ^"If  so   be 
]bat    thou    ne    rnayst    nat    thyn    owene 
conseil  hyde,  how  darstou  prayen  any 
oother  wight  thy  conseil  sikerly  takepe  ?" 

50  (o)  ^[But  nathelees,  if  you  wene  sikerly 
J)at  the  biwreiyng  of  thy  conseil  to 
a  persone  wol  make  thy  condicion  to 
stonden  in  the  bettre  plyt,  thanne 
shaltou  tellen  hym  thy  conseil 
in  this  wise:  (i)  ^[f first  thou  shalt 
make  no  semblant  wheither  thee  were 
leuere  pees  or  werre,  or  this,  or  that; 
(2)  ne  shewe  hym  nat  thy  wille  and 
thyn  entente.  (3)  ffor  truste  wel  ]pat 
coirmnli  thise  conseillours  been  flater- 
eres,  namely  the  conseillours  of  grete 
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lordes.  (4)  /for  they  enforcen  hem  al- 
wey  rather  to  speken  plesante  wordes,  en- 
clynynge  to  the  lordes  lust,  than  wordes 
J)at  been  trewe  or  profitable.  (5)  And  5 
therfore  men  seyn  j)at  "the  riche  man 
hath  seeld  good  conseil,  but  if  he 
haue  it  of  hym-self."  (6)  ^[And  after 
that  thou  shalt  considere  thy  freendes 
and  thyne  enemys.  (7)  And  as  touch* 
ynge  thy  freendes,  thou  shalt  consi 
dere  whiche  of  hem  J)at  been  moost 
feithful  and  moost  wise,  and  eldest, 
and  moost  approued  in  conseillyng; 
(8)  and  of  hem  shalt  thou  aske  thy 
conseil  as  the  caas  requireth. 

(9)  *(|"I  seye  J>at  first  ye  shul  clepe 
to  youre  conseil  your(e)  freendes  that 
been  trewe.  (o)  ^[ffor  Salomon  seith  6 
Iffliat  "right  as  the  herte  of  a  man 
deliteth  in  sauour  J>at  is  soote,  right 
so  the  conseil  of  trewe  freendes  yeueth 
swetenesse  to  the  soule."  (i)  He  seith 
also,  ^["Ther  may  no-thyng  be  likned 
to  the  trewe  freend;  (2)  for  certes, 
gold  ne  siluer  beth  nat  so  muche 
worth  as  the  goode  wyl  of  a  trewe 
freend."  (3)  ^f And  eek  he  seith  that 
"a  trewe  freend  is  a  strong  deffense; 
who-so  J>at  hym  fyndeth,  certes  he 
fyndeth  a  greet  tresour."  (4)  ^[Thanne 
shul  ye  eek  considere  if  that  your(e) 
trewe  freendes  been  discrete  and  wise. 

(5)  ^rffor  the  book  seith,  "Axe  alwey  6 
thy    conseil    of   hem    J>at    been   wise." 

(6)  And  by  this  same  resown  shul  ye 
clepen     to     youre     conseil     of     youre 
freendes  that   been  of  age,  swiche  as 
han  seyn,  and  been  expert  in,  manye 
thynges,    and    been   approued    in    con- 
seiilynges.     (7)    ^[ffor   the    book    seith 
that  "in  the  olde  men  is  the  sapience, 
and     in    longe    tyme    the     prudence." 
(8)    ^I'And    Tullius    seith    that     "grete 
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thynges  ne  been  nat  ay  accompliced 
by  strengthe,  ne  by  deliuernesse  of 
body,  but  by  good  conseil,  by  auctori- 
tee  of  persones,  and  by  science; 
(9)  the  whiche  thre  thynges  ne  been 
nat  fieble  by  age,  but  certes  they  en- 
forcen  and  encreescen  day  by  day. 

70  (o)  And  thanne  shul  ye  kepe  this  for 
a  general  reule:  <fl~ffirst  shul  ye  clepen 
to  your(e)  conseil  a  fewe  of  your(e) 
freendes  that  been  especiale.  (i)  /for 
Salomon  seith,  ^[  "Manye  freendes 
haue  thou,  but  among  a  thousand 
chese  thee  oon  to  be  thy  conseillour." 
(2)  ffor  al  be  it  so  that  thou  first 
ne  telle  thy  conseil  but  to  a  fewe, 
thou  mayst  afterward  telle  it  to  mo 
folk  if  it  be  nede.  (3)  .But  looke  alwey 
that  thy  conseillours  haue  thilke  thre 
condiciowns  J)at  I  haue  seyd  bifore; 
that  is  to  seyn:  that  they  be  trewe, 
wise,  and  of  oold  experience.  (4)  ^[And 
werke  nat  alwey  in  euery  nede  by 

75  oon  counseillour  allone.  (5)  ^ffor  som- 
tyme  bihooueth  it  to  been  conseilled 
by  manye.  (6)  ffor  Salomon  seith, 
<i["Saluacion  of  thynges  is  where-as 
ther  been  manye  conseillours." 

(7)  Now  sith  I  haue  toold  yow  of 
which  folk  ye  sholde  been  counseilled, 
now  wol  I  teche  yow  which  conseil 
ye  oghte  to  eschewe.  (8)  ^f first 
ye  shul  eschue  the  conseillyng  of  f ooles ; 
for  Salomon  seith,  "Taak  no  qonseil 
of  a  fool,  for  he  ne  kan  noght  con- 
seille  but  after  his  owene  lust  and 
his  affecciown."  (9)  ^[The  book  seith 
that  "the  propretee  of  a  fool  is  this: 
*ifhe  troweth  lightly  harm  of  euery 
wight,  and  lightly  troweth  alle  bountee 
in  hym-self." 

80  (o)  ^[Thou  shalt  eek  eschue 
the  conseillyng  of  flatereres,  swiche 
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as  enforcen  hem  rather  to  preise 
your(e)  persone  by  flaterye  than  for 
to  telle  yow  the  soothfastnesse  of 
thynges.  (i)  ^[Wherfore  Tullius  seith, 
«["Amonges  alle  the  pestilences  that 
been  in  freendshipe  the  gretteste  is 
flaterie."  (2)  And  therfore  is  it  moore 
nede  J>at  thou  eschue  and  drede 
flatereres  than  any  oother  peple. 
(3)  ^[The  book  seith,  "Thou  shalt  rather 
drede  and  flee  fro  the  sweete  wordes 
of  flaterynge  preiseres  than  fro  the 
egre  wordes  of  thy  freend  that  seith 
thee  thy  sothes."  (4)  Salomon  seith  that 
"the  wordes  of  a  flaterere  is  a  snare 
to  c[h]acche  with  wnocentz."  (5)  ^[He  85 
seith  also  that  "he  J)at  speketh  to  his 
freend  wordes  of  swetnesse  and  of  ples- 
aunce,  setteth  a  net  biforn  hise  feet 
to  cacche  hym."  (6)  ^[And  therfore 
seith  Tullius,  "Enclyne  nat  thyne  eres 
to  flatereres,  ne  taaketh  no  conseil  of 
the  wordes  of  flaterye."  (7)  And  Cat  on 
seith,  <|[4tAuyse  thee  wel,  and  eschue 
the  wordes  of  swetnesse  and  of  ples- 
aunce." 

(8)  ^[And  eek  thou  shalt  eschue 
the  conseillyng  of  thyne  olde  enemys 
that  been  reconsiled.  (9)  ^[The  book 
seith  that  "no  wight  retourneth  saufly 
in-to  the  grace  of  his  olde  enemy." 
(o)  ^[And  Isope  seith,  "Ne  truste  nat  90 
to  hem  to  whiche  thou  hast  had  som- 
tyme  werre  or  enemytee,  ne  telle  hem 
nat  thy  conseil."  (i)  ^[And  Seneca 
telleth  the  cause  why:  ^["It  may  nat 
be,"  seith  he,  "that  where  greet  fyr 
hath  longe  tyme  endured,  that  ther 
ne  dwelleth  som  vapour  of  warmnesse." 
(2)  And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  V'ln 
thyn  olde  foo  truste  neuere."  (3)  ^[ffor 
sikerly,  though  thyn  enemy  be  recon 
siled,.  and  maketh  thee  chiere  of  humy- 
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litee,  and  lowteth  to  thee  with  his 
heed,  ne  truste  hym  neuere.  (4)  ^[ffor 
certes,  he  maketh  thilke  feyned  humili- 
tee  moore  for  his  profit  than,  for  any 

95  loue  of  thy  persone;  (5)  by  cause  that 
he  deemeth  to  haue  victorie  ouer  thy 
persone  by  swich  feyned  contenance, 
the  which  victorie  he  myghte  nat  wynne 
by  strif  or  werre.  (6)  And  Peter  Al- 
fonce  seith,  "Make  no  felawshipe  with 
thyne  olde  enemys;  [fjfor  if  thou  do 
hem  bountee,  they  wol  peruerten  it 
in-to  wikkednesse."  (7)  And  eek  thou 
most  eschue  the  conseillyng  of  hem 
that  been  thy  seruantz,  and  beren  thee 
greet  reuerence;  for,  perauenture,  they 
doon  it  moore  for  drede  than  for  loue. 
(8)  *[And  therfore  seith  a  Philo- 
sophre  in  this  wise:  "Ther  is  no 
wight  parfitly  trewe  to  hym  JDat  he 
to  soore  dredeth."  (9)  ^[And  Tullius 
seith,  "Ther  nys  no  myght  so  greet  of 
any  emperour  that  longe  may  endure, 
but  if  he  haue  moore  loue  of  the 

00  peple  than  [for]  drede."  (o)  ^[Thou 
shalt  also  eschue  the  conseiling  of  folk 
that  been  dronkelewe,  for  they  kan 
no  conseil  hyde.  (i)  ^[ffor  Salomon 
seith,  "Ther  is  no  priuetee  ther-as 
regneth  dronkenesse." 

(2)  ^[Ye  shul  also  han  in  suspect 
the  conseillyng  of  swich  folk  as  con- 
seille  yow  a  thyng  priuely,  and  con- 
seilleyowthe  contrarie  openly.  (3)^[ffor 
Cassidorie  seith  that  "it  is  a  manere 
sleighte  to  hyndre,  whan  he  sheweth 
to  doon  a  thyng  openly,  and  werketh 
priuely  the  contrarie." 

(4)  ^[Thou  shalt  also  haue  in  suspect 
the  conseillyng  of  wikked  folk.  (5)  ffor 

05  the  book  seith,  "The  conseillyng  of 
wikked  folk  is  alwey  ful  of  fraude." 
(6)  And  Dauid  seith,  ^[".Blisful  is 
that  man  J)at  hath  nat  folwed  the 


[B  2389 — 2401] 

conseilyng  of  sh[e]rewes."  (7)  ^[Thou 
shalt  also  eschue  the  conseillyng  of 
yong  folk,  for  hir  conseil  is  nat  rype. 

(8)  NOw,  sire,  sith  I  haue  shewed 
yow  of  which  folk  ye  shul  take  youre 
conseil,  and  of  which  folk  ye  shul  folwe 
the  conseil,  now  wol  I  teche  yow  how 
ye  stml  examyne  your(e)  conseil 
after  the  doctrine  of  Tullius. 
(9)  ^f  In  the  examynynge  thanne  of 
of  your(e)  conseillour,  ye  shul  considere 
manye  thynges.  (o)  *|[Alderfirst  thou  1 
shalt  considere  J)at  in  thilke  thyng  that 
thou  purposest,  and  vpon  what  thyng 
thou  wolt  haue  conseil,  J)at  verray 
trouthe  be  seyd  and  conserued;  this 
is  to  seyn:  telle  trewely  thy  tale. 
(i)  ^[ffor  he  that  seith  fals  may  nat 
wel  be  conseilled  in  that  cas  of  which 
he  lieth.  (2)  ^[And  after  this  thou 
shalt  considere  the  thynges  J>at  acorden 
to  that  thou  purposest  for  to  do  by 
thy  conseillours,  if  resown  accorde  ther- 
to;  (3)  and  eek  if  thy  myght  may 
atteine  ther-to,  and  if  the  moore  part 
and  the  bettre  part  of  thy  conseillours 
acorde  ther-to,  or  noon. 

(4)  ^[Thanne  shaltou  considere  what 
thyng  shal  folwe  after  hir  conseillyng, 
as  hate,  pees,  werre,  grace,  profit,  or 
damage,  and  manye  other e  thynges. 
(5)  *[  Thanne  of  alle  thise  thynges  thou  1 
shalt  chese  the  beste,  and  weyue  alle 
othere  thynges.  (6)  ^[  Thanne  shallow 
considere  of  what  roote  is  engendred 
the  matiere  of  thy  conseil,  and  what 
fruyt  it  may  conceyue  and  engendre. 
(7)  ^j  Thou  shalt  eek  considere  alle 
thise  causes,  fro  whennes  they  been 
sprongen. 

(8)  ^[And  whan  ye  han  examyned 
youre  conseil,  as  I  haue  seyd,  and 
which  partie  is  the  bettre  and  moore 
profitable,  and  hast  approued  it  by 
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chaungen  his  purpos  and  his  conseil 
if  the  cause  cesseth,  or  whan  a  newe 
caas  bitydeth.  (2)  ^fffor  the  lawe  seith 
that  "vpon  thynges  hat  newely  bityden 
bihoueth  newe  conseil."  (3)  ^[And 
$enec  seith,  "If  thy  conseil  is  comen 
to  the  eeris  of  thyn  enemy,  chaunge 
thy  conseil."  (4)  ^[Thou  mayst  also 
chaunge  thy  conseil  if  so  be  that 
thou  mayst  fynde  that  by  errour,  or 
by  oother  cause,  harm  or  damage  may 
bityde.  (5)  lAlso,  if  thy  conseil  be  35 
dishonest,  or  ellis  cometh  of  dishoneste 
cause,  chaunge  thy  conseil.  (6)  ffor  the 
lawes  seyn:  ^[that  "alle  bihestes  that 
been  dishoneste  been  of  no  value." 
(7)  *j"And  eek,  if  so  be  J)at  it  be  inr 
possible,  or  may  nat  goodly  be  par- 
fourned  or  kept.  (8)  ^[And  tak[e]  this 
for  a  general  reule  that  euery  conseil 
J>at  is  affermed  so  strongly,  that  it  may 
nat  be  chaunged  for  no  condiciown 
that  may  bityde,  ^[1  seye  J>at  thilke 
conseil  is  wikked.' 

(9)  This  Melibeus,  whanne  he 
hadde  herd  the  doctrine  of  his  wyf, 
dame  Prudence,  answerde  in  this  wyse: 

(0)  ^['Dame,'    quod    he,    'as    yet    in-to  40 
this  tyme  ye  han  wel  and  couenablely 
taught  me,  as  in  general,  how   I  shal 
gouerne   me    in   the    chesynge   and   in 
the   withholdynge    of   my    conseillours. 

(1)  .But    now    wolde    I    fayn    that    ye 
wolde    condescende    in    especial,     and 
telle    me    how    liketh    yow,    or     what 
semeth  yow,  by  oure  conseillours  that 
we  han  chosen  in  oure  present  nede? 

(2)  'My  lord,'  quod  she  [Prudence], 
'I  biseke  yow  in  al  humblesse  that  ye 
wol  nat  wilfully  replie  agayn  my  re- 
sowns;  (3)  ne  distempre  youre  herte, 
thogh  I  speke  thyng  that  yow  dis- 
plese.  (4)  ffor  God  woot  that,  as  in 
myn  entente,  I  speke  it  for  youre 
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manye  wise  folk  and  olde;  (9)  ^[thanne 
shaltou  considere  if  thou  mayst  par- 
fourne  it,  and  maken  of  it  a  good 

20  ende.  (o)  ^[ffor  certes,  resown  wol  nat 
that  any  man  sholde  bigynne  a  thyng, 
but  if  he  myghte  parfourne  it  as  hym 
oghte.  (i)  Ne  no  wight  sholde  take 
vp-on  hym.  so  heuy  a  charge,  that 
he  myghte  nat  bere  it.  (2)  ^[ffor  the 
prouerbe  seith,  ".He  that  to  muche 
embraceth  distreyneth  litel."  (3)  And 
Cat  own  seith,  ^["Assaye  to  do  swich 
thyng  as  thou  hast  power  to  doon, 
lest  that  the  charge  oppresse  thee  so 
soore,  that  thee  bihoueth  to  weyue 
thyng  that  thou  hast  bigonne."  (4)  And 
if  so  be  J)at  thou  be  in  doute  wheither 
thou  mayst  parfourne  a  thing  or  noon, 
chese  rather  to  suffre  than  bigynne. 

25  (5)  ^[And  Piers  Alphonce  seith, 
•["If  thou  hast  myght  to  doon  a  thyng 
of  which  thou  most  repente  thee,  it 
is  bettre  'nay'  than  'ye'"  (6)  ^[This 
is  to  seyn:  that  thee  is  bettre  holde 
thy  tonge  stille  than  for  to  speke. 
(7)  ^Thanne  may  ye  vnderstonde  by 
strenger  resons  that,  if  thou  hast  power 
to  parfourne  a  werk  of  which  thou 
shalt  repente,  thanne  is  it  bettre  that 
thou  suffre  than  bigynne.  (8)  ^[TFel 
seyn  they  hat  defenden  euery  wight  to 
assaye  anythyng  of  which  he  is  in 
doute  wheither  he  may  parfourne  it 
or  noon.  (9)  And  after,  whan  ye  han 
examyned  your(e)  conseil,  as  I  haue 
seyd  biforn,  and  knowen  wel  that  ye 
may  parfourne  youre  emprise,  con- 
ferme  it  thanne  sadly  til  it  be  at  an 
ende. 

30  (o)  NOw  is  it  resotm  and  tyme  J)at 
I  shewe  yow  whanne  and  wherfore 
that  ye  may  chaunge  your(e)  con 
seillours  with-outen  youre  re- 
preue.  (i)  ^[Soothly,  a  man  may 
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beste,  for  youre  honour,  and  for  your(e) 

15  profite  eke.  [5]  And  soothly  I  hope 
that  youre  benyngytee  wol  taken  it  in 
pacience.  (6)  ^[Trusteth  me  wel,'  quod 
she,  'that  your(e)  conseil  as  in  this 
caas  ne  sholde  nat,  as  to  speke  pro 
perly,  be  called  a  conseillyng;  (7)  but 
a  mocioun  or  a  moeuyng  of  folye, 
in  which  conseil  ye  han  erred  in  many 
a  sondry  wise. 

(8)  ^[ffirst  and  forward  ye  han  erred 
in  thassemblynge  of  youre  conseil- 
lours.  (9)  ffor  ye  sholde  first  haue 
cleped  a  fewe  folk  to  your(e)  conseil, 
and  after  ye  myghte  han  shewed  it  to 

50  mo  folk,  if  it  hadde  been  nede.  (o)  *j[But 
certes,  ye  han  sodeynly  cleped  to  your(e) 
conseil  a  greet  multitude  of  peple,  ful 
chargeant  and  ful  anoyous  for  to  heere. 
(i)  ^]  Also  ye  han  erred,  for  there-as 
ye  sholden  oonly  haue  cleped  to  youre 
conseil  youre  trewe  frendes,  olde  and 
wise,  (2)  ye  han  ycleped  straunge 
folk  and  )  jng  folk,  false  flatereres 
and  enemys  reconsiled,  and  folk  J>at 
doon  yow  reuerence  withouten  loue. 

(3)  ^[And    eek    also    ye    haue    erred, 
for  ye  han  broght  with  yow  to  youre 
conseil  fre,   coueitise,   and   hastifnesse; 

(4)  the  whiche  thre  thinges  been  con- 
trariouse  to  euery  conseil  honeste  and 

>5  profitable,  (5)  the  whiche  thre  ye  han 
nat  anientissed,  or  destroyed  hem, 
neither  in  your(e)-self,  ne  in  your(e) 
conseillours,  as  yow  oghte.  (6)  ^[Ye 
han  erred  also,  for  ye  han  shewed 
to  your(e)  conseillours  youre  talent  and 
youre  affecciown  to  make  werr(e)  anon, 
and  for  to  do  vengeance;  (7)  they 
han  espied  by  your(e)  wordes  to  what 
thyng  ye  been  enclyned.  (8)  And  ther- 
fore  han  they  rather  conseilled  yow 
to  your(e)  talent  than  to  your(e)  profit. 
(9)  *[Ye  han  erred  also,  for  it  semeth 


[B  2442—2456] 

J)at  yow  suffiseth  to  han  been  con 
seilled  by  thise  conseillours  oonly,  and 
wi]3  litel  auys;  (o)  wher(e)-as  in  so  60 
greet  and  so  heigh  a  nede  it  hadde 
been  necessarie  mo  conseillours  and 
moore  deliberacion  to  parfourne  your(e) 
emprise,  (i)  ^[Ye  han  erred  also,  for 
ye  ne  han  nat  examyned  your(e)  con 
seil  in  the  forseyde  manere,  ne  in 
due  manere,  as  the  caas  requireth. 
(2)  ^j'Ye  han  erred  also,  for  ye  han 
nat  maked  no  diuision  bitwixe  your(e) 
conseillours,  ^[this  is  to  seyn:  bitwixen 
your(e)  trewt  freendes  and  your(e)  feyn- 
ed  conseillours;  (3)  ne  ye  han  nat 
knowe  the  wil  of  youre  trewe  freendes, 
olde  and  wise.  (4)  .But  ye  han  cast 
alle  hir(e)  wordes  in  an  hochepot,  and 
endyned  youre  herte  to  the  moore 
partie  and  to  the  gretter  nombre,  and 
ther(e)  been  ye  condescended.  (5)^!"  And  65 
sith  ye  woot  wel  J>at  men  shal  alwey 
fynde  a  gretter  nombre  of  fooles  than 
of  wise  men,  (6)  and  therfore  the  con- 
seils  that  been  at  congregaciowns  and 
multitudes  of  folk,  ther(e)-as  men  take 
moore  reward  to  the  nombre  than  to 
the  sapience  of  persones:  (7)  ye  se 
wel  that  in  swiche  conseillynges  fooles 
han  the  maistrie.' 

(8)  Melibeus  answerde  agayn,  and 
seyde,  'I  graunte  wel  that  I  haue 
erred;  (9)  but  there-as  thou  hast  toold 
me  heer-biforn  JDat  he  nys  nat  to  blame 
J)at  chaungeth  hise  conseillours  in 
certein  caas  and  for  certeine  niste 
causes,  (o)  ^[1  am  al  redy  to  chaunge  70 
my  conseillours  right  as  thow  wolt 
deuyse.  (i)  ^[The  prouerbe  seith 
that  "for  to  do  synne  is  mannyssh, 
but  certes,  for  to  perseuere  longe  in 
synne  is  werk  of  the  deuel." 

(2)  ^f  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 
dame   Prudence,   and   seyde,    *pExa- 
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mineth,'  quod  she,  'your(e)  conseil,  and 
lat  vs  see  the  whiche  of  hem  han 
spoken  most  resonablely,  and  taught 
yow  best  conseil.  (2)  And  for  as  muche 
as  hat  the  examynacion  is  necessarie, 
lat  vs  bigynne  at  the  surgiens  and 
at  the  phisiciens,  that  first  speeken 
in  this  matiere.  (4)  ^[1  seye  yow  that 
the  surgiens  and  phisiciens  han  seyd 
yow  in  youre  conseil  discreetly  as  hern 

75  oughte;  (5)  and  in  hir  speche  seyd 
ful  wisely  that  to  the  office  of  hern 
aperteneth  to  doon  to  euery  wight 
honour  and  profit,  and  no  wight  for  to 
anoye;  (6)  and  in  hir  craft  to  doon 
greet  diligence  vn-to  the  cure  of  hem 
whiche  hat  they  han  in  hir  gouern- 
aunce.  (7)  And,  sir(e),  right  as  they 
han  answered  wisely  and  discreetly, 
right  so  rede  I  that  they  been  heighly 
and  souereynly  gerdoned  for  hir  noble 
speche;  (8)  and  eek  for  they  sholde 
do  the  moore  ententif  bisynesse  in 
the  curacion  of  youre  doghter  deere. 
(9)  ffor  al  be  it  so  hat  they  been 
your(e)  freendes,  therfore  shal  ye  nat 
suffren  that  they  serue  yow  for  noght; 

80  (o)  but  ye  oghte  the  rather  gerdone 
hem,  and  shewe  hem  your(e)  largesse. 
(i)  ^[And  as  touchynge  the  proposickmn 
which  that  the  phisiciens  encreesceden 
in  this  caas,  this  is  to  seyn:  that 
in  maladies  that  oon  contrarie  is 
warisshed  by  another  contrarie,  (2)  I 
wolde  fayn  knowe  hou  ye  vnderstonde 
this  text,  and  what  is  youre  sentence?' 
(3)  ^['Certes,'  quod  Melibeus,  'I 
vnderstonde  it  in  this  wise:  ^[that, 
right  as  they  han  doon  me  a  con 
trarie,  right  so  sholde  I  doon  hem 
another.  (4)  ffor  right  as  they  han 
venged  hem  on  me,  and  doon  me 
wrong:  right  so  shal  I  venge  me  vpon 

85  hem,   and    doon   hem   wrong;    (5)   and 


[62472-2488] 

thanne    haue    I    cured    oon    contrarie 
by  another.' 

(6)  'Lo,  lo,'  quod  dame  Prudence, 
'how  lightly  is  euery  man  enclined 
to  his  owene  desir  and  to  his  owene 
plesaunce!  (7)  ^[Certes,'  quod  she, 
'the  wordes  of  the  phisiciens  ne  sholde 
nat  han  been  vnderstonden  in  thys 
wise.  (8)  ffor  certes,  wikkednesse  is  nat 
contrarie  to  wikkednesse,  ne  vengeance 
to  vengeance,  ne  wrong  to  wrong,  but 
they  been  semblable.  (9)  ^[And  therfore 
o  vengeaunce  is  nat  warisshed  by  an 
other  vengea^mce,  ne  o  wroong  by  an 
other  wroong;  (o)  but  euerich  of  hem  90 
encreesceth  and  aggreggeth  oother. 
(i)  ^But  certes,  the  wordes  of  the 
phisiciens  sholde  been  vnderstonden  in 
this  wise :  (2)  ^[  ffor  good  and  wikked 
nesse  been  two  contraries,  and  pees 
and  werre,  vengeaunce  and  suffraunce, 
discord  and  accord,  and  manye  othere 
thynges.  (3)  But  certes,  wikkednesse 
shal  be  warisshed  by  goodnesse,  dis 
cord  by  accord,  werre  by  pees,  and 
so  forth  of  othere  thynges.  (4)  And 
heer-to  accordeth  Seint  Paul  the 
Apostle  in  manye  places.  (5)  ^[He  95 
seith,  "Ne  yeldeth  nat  harm  for  harm, 
ne  wikked  speche  for  wikked  speche. 
(6)  But  do  wel  to  hym  hat  dooth  thee 
harm,  and  blesse  hym  hat  seith  to  thee 
harm."  (7)  ^[And  in  manye  othere 
places  he  amonesteth  pees  and  accord. 

(8)  ^[But  now  wol  I  speke  to  yow 
of  the  conseil  which  J)at  was  yeuen  to 
yow  by  the  men  of  lawe  and  the  wise 
folk,  that  seyden  alle  by  oon  accord, 
as  ye  han  herd  bifore :  (9)  ^f  £hat  ouer 
alle  thynges  ye  sholde  doon  youre 
diligence  to  kepen  your(e)  persone,  and 
to  warnestoore  your(e)  hous;  (o)  and  CO 
seyden  also  that  in  this  caas  yow 
oghte [n]  for  to  werken  ful  auysely  and 
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with  greet  deliberaciown.  (i)  ^[And, 
sir(e),  as  to  the  firste  point,  that  touch- 
eth  to  the  kepyng  of  youre  persone, 
(2)  ye  shul  vnderstonde  that  he  J)at 
hath  werre  shal  eueremoore  mekely 
and  deuoutly  preyen,  biforn  alle  thynges, 
that  Ihesus  Crist  of  his  grete  mercy  wol 
han  hym  in  proteccion,  and  been  his 
souereyn  helpyng  at  his  nede.  (3)  ffor 
certes,  in.  this  world  ther  is  no  wight 
that  may  be  conseilled,  ne  kept  suf- 
ficeantly  with-outen  the  kepyng  of  oure 
.Lord  Ihesu  Crist.  (4)  ^[To  this  sent 
ence  accordeth  the  prophete  Dauid, 

05  that  seith:  (5)  "If  God  ne  kepe  the 
citee,  in  ydel  waketh  he  that  it  kepeth." 
(6)  Now,  sir(e),  thanne  shul  ye  com- 
mitte  the  kepyng  of  youre  persone  to 
youre  trewe  freendes  that  been  ap- 
proued  and  knowe.  (7)  And  of  hem 
shul  ye  axen  help  youre  persone  for 
to  kepe.  (8)  ^[ffor  Cat  own  seith,  ^["If 
thou  hast  nede  of  help,  axe  it  of  thy 
freendes;  (9)  ffor  ther  nys  noon  so 
good  a  phisicien  as  thy  trewe  freend." 

10  (o)  ^[And  after  this,  thanne  shul  ye 
kepe  yow  fro  alle  straunge  folk  and 
fro  lyeres,  and  haue  alwey  in  suspect 
hir  compaignye.  (i)  ^fffor  Piers  Al- 
fonce  seith,  "Ne  taak  no  compaignye 
by  the  weye  of  a  straunge  man,  but 
if  so  be  J)at  thou  haue  knowe  hym 
of  a  lenger  tyme.  (2)  ^[And  if  so 
be  that  he  be  falle  in-to  thy  com 
paignye,  parauenture,  withouten  thyn 
assent,  enquere  thanne,  as  subtilly  as 
thou  mayst,  of  his  conuersacion  and  of 
his  lyf  bifore;  (3)  and  feyne  thy  wey — 
seye  that  thou  goost  thider  as  thou 
wolt  nat  go.  (4)  And  if  he  bere[th] 
a  spere,  hoold  thee  on  the  right  syde, 
and  if  he  bere  a  swerd,  hoold  thee 

15  on  his  lift  syde."    (5)  ^[And  after  this, 
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thanne  shul  ye  kepe  yow  wisely  from 
alle  swich  manere  peple  as  I  haue 
seyd  bifore,  and  hem  and  hir  conseil 
eschewe. 

(6)  ^[And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  kepe  yow  in  swich  manere,  that, 
for  any  presumpcion  of  youre  strengthe, 
[that]  ye  ne  dispise  nat,  ne  acounte 
nat  the  myght  of  youre  aduersarie  so 
litel,  that  ye  lete  the  kepyng  of  youre 
persone  for  your(e)  presumpciown. 
(7)  ffor  euery  wys  man  dredeth  his 
enemy.  (8)  *[And  Salomon  seith, 
^["JFeleful  is  he  that  of  alle  hath  drede. 
(9)  /for  certes,  he  that  thurgh  the 
hardynesse  of  his  herte,  and  thurgh 
the  hardynesse  of  hym-self  hath  to 
greet  presumpcion,  hym  shal  yuel  bi- 
tyde."  (o)  ^[Thanne  shul  ye  euere-  20 
moore  countrewayte  embusshementz 
and  alle  espiaille.  (i)  ^fffor  Senec 
seith,  ^[tfhat  "the  wise  man  ^at  dredeth 
harmes,  eschcweth  harmes,  ne  he  ne 
falleth  in-to  perils  that  perils  eschueth." 
(2)  And  al  be  it  so  J>at  it  seme  that 
thou  art  in  siker  place,  yet  shaltow 
alwey  do  thy  diligence  in  kepynge 
of  thy  persone;  (3)  ^[this  is  to  seyn: 
Ne  be  nat  necligent  to  kepe  thy  per 
sone  nat  oonly  fro  thy  gretteste  enemys, 
but  fro  thy  leeste  enemy.  (4)  ^Senek 
seith,  "A  man  ]>at  is  wel  auysed,  he  dred 
eth  his  leste  enemy"  (5)  ^[Ouyde  seith  25 
that,  "the  litel  wesele  wol  slee  the  grete 
bole  and  the  wilde  hert."  (6)  ^[And 
the  book  seith,  "A  litel  thorn  may 
prikke  a  greet  kyng  ful  soore,  and 
an  hound  wol  holde  the  wilde  boor." 
(7)  ^j  But  nathelees,  I  seye  nat  thou 
shalt  be  so  coward,  that  thou  doute 
ther  wher-as  is  no  drede.  (8)  ^[The 
book  seith  that  "somme  folk  han  greet 
lust  to  deceyue,  but  yet  they  dreden 
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hem  to  be  deceyued."  (9)  *[Yet  shal- 
tou  drede  to  been  empoisoned,  and 
kepe  yow  from  the  compaignye  of 

30  scorneres.  (o)  ^[ffor  the  book  seith, 
"With  scorneres  make  no  compaignye, 
but  flee  hir(e)  wordes  as  venym." 
(i)  fj  Now  as  to  the  seconde  point, 
f[  w>her(e)-as  youre  wise  conseillours  con- 
seilled  yow  to  warnestoore  youre  hous 
with  gret  diligence,  (2)  ^[1  wolde  fayn 
knowe  how  that  ye  vnderstonde  thilke 
wordes,  and  what  is  youre  sentence?' 
(3)  Melibeus  answerde  and  seyde, 
^[  'Certes,  I  vnderstande  it  in  this  wise : 
(4)  *[That  I  shal  warnestoore  myn  hous 
with  toures,  swiche  as  han  castelles 
and  othere  manere  edifices,  and  ar- 

35  mure,  and  artelries;  (5)  by  whiche 
thynges  I  may  my  persone  and  myn 
hous  so  kepen  and  deffenden,  that 
myne  enemys  shul  been  in  drede  myn 
hous  for  to  approche.' 

(6)  TO  this  sentence  answerde  anon 
Prudence:  'Warnestooryng,'  quod  she, 
'of  heighe  toures  and  of  grete  edifices 
appertyne])  somtyme  to  pryde.  (7)  And 
eek  men  make  heihe  toures  with  grete 
costages  and  with  greet  trauaille; 

(8)  and   whan  that   they   been  accom- 
pliced,  yet  be  they  nat  worth  a  stree, 
but    if     they    be    defended    by    trewe 
freendes    that     been    olde    and    wise. 

(9)  ^[And    vnderstoond    wel    that    the 
gretteste  and  strongeste  garnyson 
that    a    riche    man    may    haue,    as   wel 
to  kepen   his  persone  as  hise  goodes, 
is    that    he    be    biloued   amonges    hyse 
subgetz     and    with    hise     neighebores. 

40  (o)  ^[ffor  thus  seith  Tullius:  ^[£hat 
"ther  is  a  manere  garnysown  that  no 
man  may  venquysse  ne  disconfite,  and 
that  is  a  lord  to  be  biloued  of  hise 
citezeins  and  of  his  peple." 


[B  2531-2547] 

(1)  NOw,    sire,    as    to    the    thridde 
point,    where-as    youre    olde    and   wise 
conseillours  seyden  ^[  £hat  yow  ne  oghte 
nat    sodeynly    ne    hastily    proceden    in 
this    nede ;    (2)    but    that    yow .   oghte 
purueyen  and  apparaillen  yow  in  this 
caas    with    greet    diligence    and    greet 
deliberacioim :    (3)    ^[trewely,    I    trowe 
that  they  seyden  right  wisely  and  right 
sooth.     (4)    ^[ffor    Tullius    seith,    "In 
euery  nede,  er  thou  bigynne  it,  appar- 
aille      thee      with      greet      diligence." 

(5)  ^i  Thanne  seye  I  that  in  vengeance  45 
takyng,  in  werre,  in  bataille,  and  in 
warnestooryng,  er  thow  bigynne,  I  rede 
hat  thou  apparaille  thee  ther-to,  and 
do  it  with  greet  deliberacion.  (6)  ffor 
Tullius  seith,  ^["The  longe  apparail- 
lyng  biforn  the  bataille  maketh  short 
victorie."  (7)  And  Cassidorus  seith, 
*j["The  garnysown  is  stronger  whan  it 
is  longe  tyme  auysed." 

(8)  But  now  lat  vs  speken  of  the 
conseil  that  was  accorded  by  your(e) 
neighebores,  swiche  as  doon  yow  reuer- 
ence  withouten  loue;  (9)  youre  olde 
enemys  reconsiled,  youre  flatereres,  that 
conseilled  yow  certeyne  thynges  priuely, 
and  openly  conseilleden  yow  the  con- 
trarie;  (o)  ^[^he  yonge  folk  also,  that  50 
conseilleden  yow  to  venge  yow,  and 
make  werre  anon,  (i)  f[And  certes, 
sire,  as  I  haue  seyd  biforn,  ye  han 
greetly  erred  to  han  cleped  swich 
manere  folk  to  youre  conseil,  whiche 
conseillours  been  ynogh  repreued  by 
the  resowns  aforeseyd. 

(2)  jBut    nathelees,   lat   vs   now   de- 
scende  to  the  special.  (3)  ^[ Ye  shuln  first 
precede  after  the  doctrine   of  Tullius. 
(4)   ^[Certes,    the   trouthe    of   this   ma- 
tiere    or    of    this    conseil    nedeth    nat 
diligently    enquere;    (5)    for    it    is    wel  55 
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wist  whiche  they  been  that  han  doon 

to     yow    this     trespas    and     vileynye; 

(6)  and   how   manye   trespassours,   and 
in  what  manere  they  han  to  yow  doon 
al   this    wrong  and    al[l]    this   vileynye. 

(7)  And    after    this,    thanne    shul    ye 
examyne  the  seconde  condicion  which 
that   the   same   Tullius   addeth   in   this 
matiere.    (8)  ^[ffor  Tullius  put  a  thyng 
which  that   he   clepeth   "consentynge;" 
(9)    this    is    to    seyn:    who    been    they, 
and  whiche  been  they,  and  how  manye 
that   consenten   to   thy    conseil   in   thy 
wilfulnesse  to   doon  hastif  vengeance? 

60  (o)  *|[And  lat  vs  considere  also  who 
been  they,  and  how  manye  been  they, 
and  whiche  been  they  that  consenteden 
to  your(e)  aduersaries.  (i)  ^f  And  certes, 
as  to  the  firste  poynt,  it  is  wel  knowen 
whiche  folk  been  they  that  consent 
eden  to  youre  hastif  wilfulnesse.  (2)  /for 
trewely,  alle  tho  that  conseilleden  yow 
to  maken  sodeyn  werre,  ne  been  nat 
youre  freendes. 

(3)  ^[Lat  vs  now  considere  whiche 
been  they  that  ye  holde  so  greetly 
youre  freendes  as  to  youre  persone. 
(4)  ffor  al  be  it  so  that  ye  be  myghty 
and  riche,  certes,  ye  been  nat  but 

65  allone.  (5)  /for  certes,  ye  ne  han  no 
child  but  a  doghter;  ne  ye  ne  han 
bretheren,  ne  cosyns  germayns,  ne  noon 
ooJDer  neigh  kynrede;  (6)  wherfore  that 
youre  enemys  for  drede  sholde  stinte 
to  plede  with  yow,  or  to  destroye  youre 
persone.  (7)  ^[Ye  knowen  also  that 
youre  richesses  mooten  been  dispended 
in  diuerse  parties;  (8)  and  whan  })at 
euery  wight  hath  his  part,  they  ne 
wollen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  venge 
thy  deeth.  (9)  But  thyne  enemys  been 
thre,  and  they  han  manie  children,  bre 
theren,  cosyns,  and  oother  ny  kynrede. 

70  And  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
slayn  of  hem  IJ.°  or  HJe,  yet  dwellen 
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ther  ynowe  to  wreken  hir  deeth,  and  to 
sle  thy  persone.  (i)  And  though  so 
be  that  youre  kynrede  be  moore  siker 
and  stedefast  than  the  kyn  of  youre 
aduersarie ;  (2)  yet  nathelees,  youre  kyn 
rede  nys  but  a  fer  kynrede,  they  been 
but  litel  syb  to  yow,  and  the  kyn  of 
youre  enemys  been  ny  syb  to  hem. 
(3)  And  certes,  as  in  that,  hir  condiciown 
is  bet  than  youres. 

(4)  *f[  Thanne  lat  vs  considere  also 
if  the  conseillyng  of  hem  }Dat  con 
seilleden  yow  to  taken  sodeyn  venge- 
awice,  wheither  it  acorde  to  resown? 
And  certes,  ye  knowe  wel:  nay;  (5)  for,  75 
as  by  right  and  resown,  ther  may  no 
man  taken  vengeance  on  no  wight  but 
the  nige  that  hath  the  iurisdiccioitn 
of  it,  whan  it  is  graunted  hym  to  take 
thilke  vengeance  hastily  or  attemprely, 
as  the  lawe  requireth.  (6)  ^[And  yet 
moore-ouer  of  thilke  word  that  Tullius 
clepeth  "consentynge" :  (7)  thou  shalt 
considere  if  thy  myght  and  thy  power 
may  consenten  and  suffyse  to  thy 
wilfulnesse  and  to  thy  conseillours. 
(8)  And  certes,  thou  mayst  wel  seyn 
that  "nay."  (9)  ^fffor  sikerly,  as  for 
to  speke  proprely,  we  may  do  no-thyng. 
but  oonly  swich  thyng  as  we  may 
doon  rightfully,  (o)  And  certes,  right-  80 
fully  ne  mowe  ye  take  no  vengeance  as 
of  youre propre  auctoritee.  (i)  ^[Thanne 
mowe  ye  seen  that  youre  power  ne 
consenteth  nat,  ne  accordeth  nat,  with 
your(e)  wilfulnesse. 

(2)  ^[  Lat  vs  now  examyne  the  thridde 
point,  that  Tullius  clepeth  "consequent." 
(3)  ^Thou  shalt  vnderstonde  that  the 
vengeance  that  thou  purposest  for  to 
take  is  the  "consequent."  (4)  And  ther- 
of  folweth  another  vengeawnce,  peril, 
and  werre,  and  othere  damages  with- 
oute  nombre,  of  whiche  we  be  nat  war, 
as  at  this  tyme. 
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85        ^[And     as     touchynge     the 

point,  that  Tullius  clepeth  "engen- 
drynge":  (6)  thou  shalt  considere  that 
this  wrong  which  that  is  doon  to  thee 
is  engendred  of  the  hate  of  thyne 
enemys;  (7)  and  of  the  vengeance  tak- 
ynge  vpon  that  wolde  engendre  another 
vengeance,  and  muchel  sorwe,  and  wast- 
ynge  of  richesses,  as  I  seyde. 

(8)  ^[Now,  sire,  as  to  the  point  that 
Tullius  clepeth  "causes,"  which  that  is 
the  laste  point,  (9)  thou  shalt  vnder- 
stonde  |)at  the  wrong  that  thou  hast  re- 

90  ceyued  hath  certeine  causes,  (o)  whiche 
|)at  clerkes  clepen  "Oriens"  and  "Effi- 
ciens,"  and  "Causa  longinqua,"  and 
"Causa  propinqua;"  this  is  to  seyn: 
the  fer  cause  and  the  ny  cause. 

(1)  ^["The  fer  cause   is  almyghty   God, 
that    is     the    cause    of     alle    thynges. 

(2)  ^[The  neer  cause  is  thy  thre  ene- 
mYs-     (3)   If  The   cause   accidental   was 
hate.     (4)    ^[The    cause    material    been 
the     fyue    woundes     of    thy    doghter. 

95  (5)  ^[The  cause  formal  is  the  manere 
of  hir  werkynge  that  broghten  laddres, 
and  cloumben  in  at  thy  wyndowes. 
(6)  ^1  The  cause  final  was  for  to  sle 
thy  doghter;  it  letted  nat  in  as  muche 
as  in  hem  was.  (7)  ^[But  for  to  speken 
of  the  fer  cause,  as  to  what  ende  they 
shul  come,  or  what  shal  finally  bityde 
of  hem  in  this  caas,  ne  kan  I  nat 
demc  but  by  coniectynge  and  by  sup- 
posynge.  (8)  ^[ffor  we  shul  suppose 
that  they  shul  come  to  a  wikked  ende, 
by  cause  that  the  .Book  of  Decrees 
seith,  (9)  "$eelden  or  with  greet  peyne 
been  causes  ybroght  to  good  ende 
whanne  they  been  baddely  bigonne." 

00  «|"Now,  sir(e),  if  men  wolde  axe  me 
why  that  God  suffred  men  to  do  yow 
this  vileynye,  certes,  I  kan  nat  wel 
answere  as  for  no  sooth-fastnesse. 
(i)  *[ffor  thapostle  seith  that  "the 
sciences  and  the  auggementz  of  oure 


[62597—2615] 
fourthe   I    .Lord    God    almyghty    been    ful    depe; 

(2)  ther  may  no  man  comprehende  ne 
serchen    hem    suffisantly."     (3)    ^[Na- 
thelees,  by  certeyne  presumpcioims  and 
coniectynges,  I  holde  and  bileeue  that 
God,  which  that  is  ful  of  Justice  and 
of  rightwisnesse,    hath  suffred   this   bi 
tyde   by   niste   cause   resonable. 

(4)  Thy  name  is  Melibee,  this  is 
to  seyn:  a  man  that  drynketh  hony. 
(5)  *[j  Thou  hast  ydronke  'so  muchel  05 
hony  of  sweete  temporeel  richesses, 
and  delices,  and  honours  of  this  world, 
that  thou  art  dronken,  and  hast  for- 
geten  Ihesu  Crist,  thy  crcatour.  (6)  Thou 
ne  hast  nat  doon  to  hym  swich  honour 
and  reuerence  as  thee  oughte.  (7)  Ne 
thou  ne  hast  nat  wel  ytaken  keep  to 
the  wordes  of  Guide,  ^[/hat  seith, 
"Fnder  the  hony  of  the  goodes  of  the 
body  is  hyd  the  venym  that  sleeth 
the  soule."  (8)  And  Salomon  seith: 
^["If  thou  hast  founden  hony,  et[e]  of  it 
that  suffiseth;  (9)  for  if  thou  etc  of 
it  out  of  mesure,  thou  shalt  spewe," 
and  be  nedy  and  poure.  (o)  And,  perauen- 
ture,  Crist  hath  thee  in  despit,  and  hath 
turned  awey  fro  thee  his  face  and 
hise  eeris  of  wisericorde.  (i)  ^[And 
also  he  hath  suffred  that  thou  hast 
been  punysshed  in  the  manere  that 
thow  hast  ytrespassed.  (2)  ^[Thou  hast 
doon  synne  agayn  oure  Lord  Crist. 

(3)  /for  certes,  the  .IIJ.  enemys  of  man- 
kynde,    that    is    to    seyn:    the    flessh, 
the   feend,    and   the   world,    thou   hast 
suffred  hem  entre  into  thyn  herte  wil 
fully   by   the   wyndowes    of  thy   body, 

(4)  and     hast    nat    defended     thy-self 
suffisantly  agayns    hir(e)  assautes   and 
hir(e)   temptaciozms,   so  that   they  han 
wounded  thy  soule  in  .V.  places;  (5)  this  15 
is  to  seyn :  the  deedly  synnes  that  been 
entred    in-to    thyn    herte    by    thy    .V. 
wittes.    (6)   And   in   the   same   manere 
oure  .Lord  Crist  hath  woold  and  suffred 


10 
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that  thy  .nj.  enemys  been  entred  in-to 
thyn  hous  by  the  wyndowes,  (7)  and 
han  ywounded  thy  doghter  in  the  fore- 
seyde  manere." 

(8)  f  Certes,'  quod  Melibee,  'I  se 
wel  ye  enforce  yow  muchel  by  wordes 
to  ouercome  me  in  swich  manere, 
(9)  that  I  shal  nat  venge  me  of 
myne  enemys,  shewynge  me  the  perils 
and  the  yueles  that  myghten  falle  of 

10  this  vengeance,  (o)  But  who-so  wolde 
considere  in  alle  vengeances  the  perils 
and  yueles  J)at  myghte  sewe  of  ven 
geance  takynge,  a  man  wolde  neuere 
take  vengeance,  and  that  were  harm; 
(i)  for  by  the  vengeance  takynge  been 
the  wikked  men  disseuered  fro  the 
goode  men.  (2)  ^[And  they  that  han 
wyl  to  do  wikkednesse  restreyne  hir 
wikked  purpos,  whan  they  seen  the 
punyssynge  and  chastisynge  of  the  tres- 

passours.' *) 

(3)  ^f'And  yet  seye  I  moore:  that, 
right  as  a  singuler  persone  synneth 
in  takynge  vengeance  of  another  man, 
right  so  synneth  the  iuge,  if  he  do 
no  vengeance  of  hem  that  it  han 
deserued.  (4)  ffor  Senec  seith  thus: 
^["That  maister,"  he  seith,  "is  good 

25  that  proueth  shrewes."  (5)  ^[And,  as 
Cassidore  seith:  ^["A  man  dredeth 
to  do  outrages  whan  he  woot  and  know- 
eth  that  it  displeseth  to  the  iuges  and 
souereyns."  (6)  ^[Another  seith,  ^["The 
nige  J)at  dredeth  to  do  right  maketh 
men  shrewes."  (7)  And  Seint  Paule 
the  Apostle  seith  in  his  epistle,  whan 
he  writeth  vn-to  the  Romayns,  that 
"the  iuges  beren  nat  the  spere  with- 
outen  cause;  (8)  but  they  beren  it  to 
punysse  the  shrewes  and  mysdoeres, 
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and  to  defende  the  goode  men."  (9)  ^[  If 
ye  wol  thanne  take  vengeance  of  youre 
enemys,  ye  shul  retourne,  or  haue 
your(e)  recours  to  the  nige  that  hath  the 
nirisdiccion  of  hem;  (o)  and  he  shal  30 
punysse  hem  as  the  lawe  axeth  and 
requireth.' 

(i)  'A!/  quod  Melibee,  'this  venge 
ance  liketh  me  no-thyng.  (2)  ^fl  be- 
thenke  me  now,  and  take  heede,  how 
ffortune  hath  norissed  me  fro  my 
childhede,  and  hath  holpen  me  to 
passe  many  a  stroong  paas.  (3)  ^[Now 
wol  I  assayen  hir(e),  trowynge  with 
Goddes  help(e)  that  she  shal  helpe 
me  my  shame  for  to  venge.' 

(4)  'Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  '^[if 
ye  wol  werke  by  my  conseil,  ye  shul 
nat  assaye  ffortune  by  no  wey;  (5)  ne  35 
ye  shul  nat  lene  or  bowe  vnto  hir(e) 
after  the  word  of  Senec.  (6)  ^[ffor 
thynges  that  been  folily  doon,  and  that 
been  in  hope  of  ffortune,  shullen  neuere 
come  to  good  ende.  (7)  And,  as  the 
same  Senec  seith:  ^["The  moore  cleer 
and  the  moore  shynyng  that  ffortune  is, 
the  moore  brotil,  and  the  sonner 
broken  she  is.  (8)  Trusteth  nat  in 
hir(e),  for  she  nys  nat  stidefast  ne 
stable.  (9)  /for  whan  thow  trowest  to  be 
moost  seur  and  siker  of  hir  help(e), 
she  wol  faille  thee,  and  deceyue  thee." 
(o)  ^[And  where-as  ye  seyn  that  ffor-  40 
tune  hath  norissed  yow  fro  your(e)  child 
hede,  I  seye  that  in  so  muchel  shul 
ye  the  lasse  truste  in  hir(e)  and  in  hir 
wit.  (i)  ffor  $enec  seith,  "What  man 
that  is  norissed  by  ffortune,  she  maketh 
hym  a  greet  fool."  (2)  ^[  Now  thanne, 
syn  ye  desire  and  axe  vengeance,  and 
the  vengeance  that  is  doon  after  the 
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lawe  and  bifore  the  nige  ne  liketh 
yow  nat;  (3)  and  the  vengeance  that  is 
doon  in  hope  of  ffortune  is  perilous 
and  vncertein :  (4)  ^hanne  haue  ye  noon 
oother  remedie  but  for  to  haue  youre  re- 
cours  vnto  the  souereyn  iuge,  that  veng- 

45  eth  alle  vileynyes  and  wronges.  And  he 
shal  venge  yow  after  that  hym-self  wit- 
nesseth,  where-as  he  seith,  ".Leueth  the 
vengeance  to  me,  and  I  shal  do  it." 
(6)  Melibee  answerde,  'If  I  ne 
venge  me  nat  of  the  vileynye  that  men 
han  doon  to  me,  I  sompne  or  warne 
hem  that  han  doon  to  me  that  vileynye, 
and  alle  othere,  to  do  me  another 
vileynye.  (7)  ^fffor  it  is  writen:  ^["If 
thou  take  no  vengeance  of  an  oold 
vileynye,  thou  sompnest  thyne  aduer- 
saries  to  do  thee  a  newe  vileynye." 
(8)  ^[And  also  for  my  suff ranee  men 
wolden  do  to  me  so  muchel  vileynye, 
that  I  myghte  neither  bere  it  ne  sus- 
teene,  and  so  sholde  I  been  put  and 
holden  ouer-lowe.  (9)  *[ffor  men  seyn, 
"In  muchel  suffrynge  shul  manye 
thynges  falle  vn-to  thee  whiche  thou 
shalt  nat  mowe  suffre." 

50  'Certes/  quod  Prudence,  'I  graunte 
yow  that  ouer-muchel  suffrawnce  nys  nat 
good;  (i)  but  yet  ne  folweth  it  nat 
ther-of  that  euery  persone  to  whom 
men  doon  vileynye  take  of  it  venge 
ance.  (2)  /for  that  aperteneth  and  long- 
eth  al  oonly  to  the  iuges,  for  they 
shul  venge  the  vileynyes  and  iniuries. 
(3)  And  ther-fore  tho  two  auctoritees 
that  ye  han  seyd  aboue  been  oonly 
vnderstonden  in  the  iuges ;  (4)  for  whan 
they  suffren  ouer-muchel  the  wronges 
and  the  vileynyes  to  be  doon  withouten 
punysshynge,  they  sompne  nat  a  man  al 
oonly  for  to  do  newe  wronges,  but  they 

55  comanden  it.  (5)  ^f  Also  a  wys  man 
seith  that  "the  uige  that  correcteth 
nat  the  synnere  comandeth  and  biddeth 
hym  do  synne."  (6)  *[And  the  iuges 
and  souereyns  myghten  in  hir  land 
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so  muchel  suffre  of  the  shrewes  and 
mysdoeres,  that  they  sholden  by  swich 
suffrance,  by  proces  of  tyme,  wexen 
of  swich  power  and  myght,  (7)  that 
they  sholden  putte  out  the  iuges  and 
the  souereyns  from  hir  places,  and  atte 
laste  maken  hem  lesen  hir(e)  lordshipes. 

(8)  1[But  lat  vs  now  putte  that  ye 
haue  leue  to  venge  yow.  (9)  I  seye 
ye  been  nat  of  myght  and  power  as 
now  to  venge  yow.  (o)  /for  if  ye  60 
wole  maken  comparisotm  vn-to  the 
myght  of  youre  aduersaries,  ye  shul 
fynde  in  manye  thynges  that  I  haue 
shewed  yow  er  this  that  hir  condicion 
is  bettre  than  youres.  (i)  *[And  ther- 
fore  seye  I  that  it  is  good  as  now  'that 
ye  suffre  and  be  pacient. 

(2)  ^[fforthermoore,  ye  knowen  wel 
that,  after  the  comune  sawe,  it  is  a  wood- 
nesse  a  man  to  stryue  with  a  strenger  or 
a  moore  myghty  man  than  he  is  hym- 
self.  (3)  And  for  to  stryue  with  a  man 
of  euene  strengthe,  that  is  to  seyn: 
with  as  strong  a  man  as  he,  it  is 
peril.  (4)  And  for  to  stryue  with  a 
weyker  man,  it  is  folie.  (5)  *[And  65 
therfore  sholde  a  man  flee  stryuynge 
as  muchel  as  he  myghte.  (6)  ^[ffor 
Salomon  seith,  "It  is  a  greet  wor 
ship^)  to  a  man  to  kepen  hym  fro 
•noyse  and  stryf."  (7)  *j[And  if  it  so 
bifalle  or  happe  that  a  man  of  gretter 
myght  and  strengthe  than  thou  art  do 
thee  greuaunce,  studie  and  bisye  thee 
rather  to  stille  the  same  greuatmce 
than  for  to  venge  thee.  (8)  ffor  Senec 
seith  that  "he  putteth  hym  in  greet 
peril  that  stryueth  with  a  gretter  man 
than  he  is  hym-self."  (9)  ^[And  Ca- 
town  seit'h,  "If  a  man  of  hyer  estaat 
or  degree,  or  moore  myghty  than  thou, 
do  thee  anoy  or  greuazmce,  suffre  hym; 
(o)  for  he  that  oones  hath  greued  70 
thee,  another  tyme  may  releeue  thee, 
and  helpe." 

(i)  ^[Yet  sette  I  caas:  ye  haue  bothe 
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myght  and  licence,  for  to  venge  yow. 
(2)  I  seye  that  ther  be  ful  manye 
thynges  that  shul  restreyne  yow  of 
vengeance  takynge,  and  make  yow  for 
to  enclyne  to  suffre,  and  for  to  han 
pacience  in  the  thynges  that  han  been 
doon  to  yow.  (3)  ^[f  first  and  foreward, 
if  ye  wole  considere  the  defautes  that 
been  in  youre  owene  persone,  for  which 
defautes  God  hath  suffred  yow  haue 
this  tribulaciown,  as  I  haue  seyd  yow 
heer-biforn.  (4)  '[[ffor  the  poete  seith 
tfhat  "we  oghte  paciently  taken  the 
tribulacions  that  comen  to  vs,  whan 
we  thynken  and  consideren  that  we 
75  han  deserued  to  haue  hem."  (5)  ^[And 
Seint  Gregorie  seith  ttiat  "whan  a 
man  considereth  wel  the  nombre  of 
hise  defautes  and  of  hise  synnes,  the 
peynes  and  the  tribulaciowns  that  he 
suffrelh  semen  the  lesse  vn-to  hym. 

(6)  And  in  as  muche  as  hym  thynketh 
hise  synnes  moore  heuy  and  greuous, 
in    so    muche    semeth    his    peyne    the 
lighter     and     the     esier     vn-to     hym." 

(7)  ^Also  ye  owen  to  enclyne  and  bowe 
youre  herte  to  take  the  pacience  of  cure 
.Lord  Ihesu  Crist,  as  seith  seint  Peter 
in  hise  Epistles:  (8)  ^["Ihesu  Crist," 
he    seith,    "hath    suffred    for    vs,    and 
yeuen  ensample  to  euery  man  to  folwe 
and  sewe  hym;  (9)  for  he  dide  neuere 
synne,  ne  neuere  cam  ther  a  vileynous 

80  word  out  of  his  mouJD.  (o)  TFhan  men 
cursed  hym,  he  cursed  hem  noght,  and 
whan  men  betten  hym,  he  manaced  hem 
noght."  (i)  ^[Also  the  grete  pacience 
which  the  seintes  that  been  in  Paradys 
han  had  in  tribulaciowns  that  they  han 
ysuffred  with-outen  hir  desert  or  gilt 
oghte  muchel  stiren  yow  to  pacience. 
(2)  ^[f  forth  ermoore,  ye  sholde  enforce 
yow  to  haue  pacience,  considerynge 
that  the  tribulaciowns  of  this  world 
but  litel  while  endure,  and  soone  passed 
been  and  goone,  (3)  *[[and  the  ioye 
that  a  man  seketh  to  haue  by  pacience 
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in  tribulaciowns  is  perdurable;  (4)  after 
that  the  Apostle  seith  in  his  epistle: 
^["The  ioye  of  God,"  he  seith,"  is 
perdurable,"  that  is  to  seyn:  euere-- 
lastynge.  (5)  ^[Also  trowe])  and  bileueth  85 
stedefastly  that  he  nys  nat  wel  ynoris- 
sed,  ne  wel  ytaught  that  kan  nat  haue 
pacience,  or  wol  nat  receyue  pacience. 
(6)  ffor  Salomon  seith  •Ffhat  "the 
doctrine  and  the  wit  of  a  man  is 
knowen  by  pacience."  (7)  ^[And  in 
another  place  he  seith  *~that  "he  that 
is  pacient  gouerneth  hym  by  greet 
prudence."  (8)  ^|  And  the  same  Salo 
mon  seith,  "The  angry  and  wrathful 
man  maketh  noyses,  and  the  pacient 
man  atempreth  hem  and  stilleth." 
(9)  ^[He  seith  also,  "It  is  moore  worth 
to  be  pacient  than  for  to  be  right 
strong,  (o)  And  he  that  may  haue  the  90 
lordshipe  of  his  owene  herte  is  moore 
to  prey?e  than  he  that  by  his  force  or 
strengthe  taketh  grete  citees."  (i)  ^  And 
therfore  seith  Seint  lame  in  his 
Epistle  *[£hat  "pacience  is  a  greet 
vertu  of  perfeccioim." 

(2)  ^['Certes,'  quod  Melibee,  'I 
graunte  yow,  Dame  Prudence,  that 
pacience  is  a  greet  vertu  of  per- 
fecciown;  (3)  but  euery  man  may  nat 
haue  the  perfecciown  J>at  ye  seken, 
ne  I  nani  nat  of  the  nombre  of  right 
parfite  men.  (4)  /for  myn  herte  may 
neuere  been  in  pees  vn-to  the  tyme  it 
be  venged.  (5)  And  al  be  it  so  that  95 
it  was  greet  peril  to  myne  enemys  to 
do  me  a  vileynye  in  takynge  vengeance 
vp-on  me,  (6)  yet  tooken  they  noon 
heede  of  the  peril,  but  fulfilleden  hir 
wikked  wyl  and  hir  corage.  (7)  ^[And 
therfore,  me  thynketh,  men  oghten  nat 
repreue  me,  though  I  putte  me  in  a 
litel  peril  for  to  venge  me,  and  though 
I  do  a  greet  excesse,  that  is  to  seyn: 
that  I  venge  oon  outrage  by  another.' 

(8)  'A!'  quod  dame  Prudence,  'ye 
seyn  your(e)   wyl,   and   as   yow  liketh; 
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(9)    but    in    no    caas    of   the   world,    a 

man  sholde   nat   doon   outrage  ne   ex- 

00  cesse  for  to  vengen  hym.  (o)  ^[ffor 
Cassidore  seith  £hat  "as  yuele  dooth 
he  that  vengeth  hym  by  outrage  as  he 
that  dooth  the  outrage."  (i)  And  ther- 
fore  ye  shul  venge  yow  after  the  ordre 
of  right,  that  is  to  seyn:  by  the  lawe, 
and  noght  by  excesse  ne  by  outrage. 
(2)  ^[And  also,  if  ye  wol  venge  yow 
of  the  outrage  of  youre  aduersaries 
in  oother  manere  than  right  comand- 
eth,  ye  synnen.  (3)  And  therfore  seith 
Senec  /hat  "a  man  shal  neuere 
vengen  shrewednesse  by  shrewednesse." 
(4)  *|[And  if  ye  seye  that  right  axeth 
a  man  to  defenden  violence  by  violence, 

05  and  fightyng  by  fightyng,  (5)  certes, 
ye  seye  sooth,  whan  the  defense  is 
doon  anon  with-outen  mterualle  or 
with-outen  tariyng  or  delay,  for  to 
deffenden  hym,  and  nat  for  to  vengen 
hym.  (6)  ^"And  it  bihoueth  that  a 
man  putte  swich  attemperance  in  his 
deffense,  that  men  haue  no  cause  ne 
matiere  to  repreuen  hym  that  deffend- 
eth  hym  of  excesse  and  outrage,  for 
ellis  were  it  agayn  resown.  (7)  ^[Par- 
dee,  ye  knowen  wel  that  ye  maken 
no  deffense  as  now  for  to  deffende 
yow,  but  for  to  venge  yow;  (8)  and 
so  s[h]eweth  it  that  ye  han  no  wyl 
to  do  your(e)  dede  attemprely.  (9)  And 
therfore  me  thynketh  that  •  pacience  is 
good;  for  Salomon  seith  ^[rtiat  "he 
that  is  nat  pacient  shal  haue  greet 
harm." ' 

10  'Certes,'  quod  Melibee,  'I  graunte 
yow  that,  whan  a  man  is  inpacient  and 
wrooth  of  that  {)at  toucheth  hym  noght, 
and  that  aperteneth  nat  vn-to  hym, 
though  it  harme  hym,  it  is  no  wonder. 
(i)  if  or  the  lawe  seith  /hat  "he  is 
coupable  that  entremetteth  hym  or 


[B  2731—2746] 

medleth  with  swych  thyng  as  aperteneth 
nat  vn-to  hym."  (2)  ^[And  Salomon 
seith  that  "he  that  entremetteth  hym 
of  the  noyse  or  strif  of  another  man 
is  lyk  to  hym  that  taketh  an  hound 
by  the  eris."  (3)  ffor  right  as  he  that 
taketh  a  straunge  hound  by  the  eris, 
is  outherwhile  biten  with  the  hound; 

(4)  right    in   the    same    wise   is   it   re- 
soun  that   he   haue   harm  that  by  his 
inpacience  medleth  hym  of  the  noyse 
of  another   man,   where-as    it   aperten 
eth  nat  vn-to  hym.   (5)  ^[But  ye  knowen  15 
wel   that    this   dede,    that   is   to   seyn: 
my  grief  and  my  disese,  toucheth  me 
right  ny.    (6)  And   therfore,  though   I 

be  wrooth  and  inpacient,  it  is  no 
merueille.  (7)  And,  sauynge  youre 
grace,  I  kan  nat  seen  that  it  myghte 
greetly  harme  me  though  I  tooke 
vengeaunce.  (8)  /for  I  am  richer  and 
moore  myghty  than  myne  enemys  been. 
(9)  And  wel  knowen  ye  that  by  moneye 
and  by  hauynge  grete  possessions  been 
alle  the  thynges  of  this  world  gouern- 
ed.  (o)  ^[And  Salomon  seith  ^f"£hat  20 
alle  thynges  obeyen  to  moneye.'" 

(i)  Whan  Prudence  hadde  herd  hir 
housbonde  auanten  hym  of  his  richesse 
and  of  his  moneye,  dispreisynge  the 
power  of  hise  aduersaries,  she  spak,  and 
seyde  in  this  wise:  (2)  «f 'Certes,  deere< 
sire,  I  graunte  yow  that  ye  been  riche 
and  myghty,  and  that  the  richesses 
been  goode  to  hem  JDat  han  hem  wel 
ygeten  hem,  and  wel  konne  vsen  hem. 
(3)  ffor,  right  as  the  body  of  a  man 
may  nat  lyuen  with-oute  the  soule, 
namoore  may  it  lyue  with-outen  tem- 
poreel  goodes.  (4)  And  for  richesses 
may  a  man  gete  hym  grete  freendes. 

(5)  *[  And  therfore  seith  Pamphilles,  25 
*j["If  a   netherdes   doghter,"   seith   he, 
"be  riche,  she  may  chesen  of  a  thou- 


14400:  Variar.  I,  30.  03:  De  morib.  139;  De  ira  II,  32,  i.  06.  for  ellis  —  resoun 
f.  He.C.P.L.H.4  08.  sheweth  E.,  seme{>  H.«,  seweth  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  09:  <3*)r.  XIV,  17 
u.  29?  ii.  entremetteth  hym  He.C.P.L.H.*  12:  <Spr.  XXVI,  17.  20:  $reb.  @al.  X,  19. 
21.  —  moneye  f.  P.H.*  22.  han  wel  He.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL).  24.  for  E.,  by  He.,  etc.  (Sk.). 
25:  Pamphilus,  De  amore  [f.  11426];  Anetherdes  He.,  Auerthes  G.,  eny  gaddes  C.L.;  which 
—  housbonde  f.  E.G.C.P.L. 


284 


19-  Chaucers  Tale  of  Melibeus. 


14426—14451 


[B  2746—2763] 

sand  men  which  she  wol  take  to  hir 
houslonde;"  (6)  for  of  a  thousand  men 
oon  wol  nat  forsaken  hir(e),  ne  refusen 
hir(e).  (7)  ^[And  this  Pamphilles  seith 
also,  T"If  thow  be  right  happy"- 
that  is  to  seyn :  if  thou  be  right  riche — 
"thou  shalt  fynde  a  greet  nombre  of 
felawes  and  freendes.  (8)  And  if  thy 
ffortune  change,  that  thou  wexe  poure, 
far[ej-wel  freendshipe  and  felaweshipe! 
(9)  /for  thou  shalt  be  al  alloone  with- 
outen  any  compaignye,  but  if  it 
be  the  compaignye  of  poure  folk." 

30  (o)  ffAnd  yet  seith  this  Pamphilles 
moreouer  ^[£hat  "they  that  been  thralle 
and  bonde  of  lynage  shullen  been  maad 
worthy  and  noble  by  the  richesses." 
(i)  And  right  so  as  by  richesses  ther 
comen  manye  goodes,  right  so  by 
pouerte  come  ther  manye  harmes  and 
yueles.  (2)  /for  greet  pouerte  constreynt- 
eth  a  man  to  do  manye  yueles.  (o)  And 
therfore  clepeth  Cassidore  pouerte 
"the  mooder  of  ruyne;"  that  is  to 
seyn:  the  mooder  of  ouerthrowynge 
or  fallynge  doun.  (4)  ^[And  therfore 
seith  Piers  Alfonce,  "Oon  of  the 
gretteste  oduersitees  of  this  world  is, 
whan  a  free  man,  by  kynde  or  by 
burthe,  is  constreyned  by  pouerte  to  eten 

35  the  almesse  of  his  enemy."  (5)  ^[And 
the  same  seith  Innocent  in  oon  of 
hise  bookes;  he  seith  that  "sorweful 
and  myshappy  is  the  condicioim  of  a 
poure  begger(e);  for  if  he  axe  nat 
his  mete,  he  dyeth  for  hunger.  (6)  And 
if  he  axe,  he  dyeth  for  shame;  and 
algates  necessitee  constreyneth  hym  to 
axe."  (7)  *J[And  therfore  seith  Salo 
mon  that  "bet  it  is  to  dye  than  for 
to  haue  swich  pouerte!"  (8)  ^[And, 
as  the  same  Salomon  seith:  Ip'Bettre 
it  is  to  dye  of  bitter  deeth  than  for 
to  lyuen  in  swich  wise."  (9)  ^[By  thise 
resons  that  I  haue  seid  vn-to  yow, 
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and  by  manye  othere  resons  that  I 
koude  seye,  I  graunte  yow  that  rich- 
esses  been  goode  to  hem  that  geten  hem 
wel,  and  to  hem  that  wel  vsen  tho  rich- 
esses,  (o)  ^[And  therfore  wol  I  shewe  40 
yow  hou  ye  shul  haue  yow,  and  how 
ye  shal  bere  yow  in  gaderynge  of 
richesses,  and  in  what  manere  ye  shul 
vsen  hem. 

(i)  *[f  first  ye  shul  geten  hem  with- 
outen  greet  desir,  by  good  leyser 
sokyngly,  and  nat  ouer-hastily.  (2)  ffor 
a  man  that  is  to  desirynge  to  gete 
richesses  abaundoneth  hym  first  to 
thefte  and  to  alle  othere  yueles. 
'(3)  ^[And  therfore  seith  Salomon, 
*["He  that  hasteth  hym  to  bisily  to 
wexe  riche  shal  be  noon  innocent." 
(4)  ^[He  seith  also  that  "the  richesse 
that  hastily  cometh  to  a  man,  soone 
and  lightly  gooth  and  passeth  from  a 
man;  (5)  ^[but  that  richesse  that  cometh  45 
litel  and  litel  wexeth  alwey  and  multi- 
plieth."  (6)  ^[And,  sire,  ye  shul  geten 
richesses  by  youre  wit  and  youre  trau- 
aille  vn-to  youre  profit,  and  that  with- 
outen  wrong  or  harm-doynge  to  any 
oother  persone.  (7)  ^[ffor  the  lawe 
seith  that  "ther  maketh  no  man  him- 
seluen  riche  if  he  do  harm  to  another 
wight."  (8)  This  is  to  seyn:  that  na 
ture  deffendeth  and  forbedeth  by  right 
that  no  man  make  hym-self  riche 
vn-to  the  harm  of  another  persone. 
(9)  ^[And  Tullius  seith  J)at  "no  sorwe, 
ne  no  drede  of  deeth,  ne  no-thyng 
that  may  falle  vn-to  a  man,  is  so 
muchel  agayns  nature  as  a  man  to 
encressen  his  owene  profit  to  the  harm 
of  another  man.  (o)  And  though  the  50 
grete  men  and  the  myghty  men  geten 
richesses  moore  lightly  than  thou,  yet 
shaltou  nat  been  ydel  ne  slow  to  do 
thy  profit;  for  thou  shalt  in  alle  wise 
flee  ydelnesse."  (i)  ^[ffor  Salomon 
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seith  that  "ydelnesse  techeth  a  man 
to  do  manye  yueles."  (2)  ^[And  the 
same  Salomon  seith  ihat  "he  that 
trauailleth  and  bisieth  hym  to  tilien 
his  land  shal  eten  breed;  (3)  but  he 
that  is  ydel,  and  casteth  hym  to  no 
bisynesse  ne  occupaciown  shal  falle  in 
to  pouerte,  and  dye  for  hunger." 
(4)  ^[And  he  that  is  ydel  and  slow  kan 
neuere  fynde  couenable  tyme  for  to 

55  doon  his  profit.  (5)  ffor  ther  is  a 
versifiour  seith  that  "the  ydel  man 
excuseth  hym  in  wynter  by  cause  of 
the  grete  coold,  and  in  somer  by  en- 
chesown  of  the  heete."  (6)  ffor  thise 
causes  seij)  Cat  on,  "TFaketh  and  en- 
clyneth  nat  yow  ouer-muchel  for  to 
slepe;  for  ouer-muchel  reste  norisseth 
and  causeth  manye  vices."  (7)  And 
therfore  seith  Seint  lerome,  "Booth 
somme  goode  dedes,  that  the  deuel, 
which  is  cure  enemy,  ne  fynde  yow 
nat  vnocupied."  (8)  ffor  the  deuel  ne 
taketh  nat  lightly  vn-to  his  werkynge 
swiche  as  he  fyndeth  occupied  in  goode 
werkes. 

^  (9)  ^[Thanne  thus,  ^n  getynge  rich- 
esses,  ye  mosten  flee  ydelnesse.  (o)  And 
afterward  ye  shul  vse  the  richesses 
whiche  ye  haue  geten  by  youre  wit 
and  by  youre  trauaille  in  swich  a 
manere,  (i)  that  men  holde  nat  yow  to 
scars,  ne  to  sparynge,  ne  to  fool-large, 
that  is  to  seyn :  ouer  large  a  spender(e). 

(2)  /for  right  as  men  blamen  an  auari- 
cious  man  by  cause  of  his  scarsetee  and 
chync&erie,    in    the    same    wise    is    he 
to    blame    that    spendeth    ouer-largely. 

(3)  And  therfore  seith  Caton,  ^["Vse," 
he  seith,  "thy  richesses  that  thou  hast 
geten    in    swich    a    manere,    that    men 
haue    no    matiere    ne    cause    to    calle 
thee     nei|)er     wrecche     ne      chynche; 

(4)  "*for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man 


[B  2794-2812] 

to  haue  a  pouere  herte  and  a  riche 
purs."  (5)  ^[He  seith  also,  "The  goodes  65 
that  thou  hast  ygeten,  vse  hem  by 
mesure;"  that  is  to  seyn:  spende  hem 
mesurably;  (6)  for  they  that  folily 
wasten  and  despenden  the  goodes  that 
they  han,  whan  they  han  namoore 
propre  of  hir  owene,  they  shapen  hem 
to  take  the  goodes  of  another  man. 
(7)  ^[1  seye  thanne  that  ye  shul 
fleen  auarice,  vsynge  youre  richesses 
in  swich  manere,  that  men  seye  nat 
J)at  youre  richesses  been  yburyed; 
(8)  but  J)at  ye  haue  hem  in  youre 
myght  and  in  youre  weeldynge.  (9)  ^[ffor 
a  wys  man  repreueth  the  auaricious 
man,  and  seith  thus  in  two  vers : 

(0)  *T"Wherto  and  why  burieth  a  man  70 
hise  goodes  by  his  grete  auarice,  and 
knoweth  wel  that  nedes  moste  he  dye? 

(1)  /for    deeth    is    the    ende   of   euery 
man  as  in  this  present  lyf."    (2)  ^[And 
for  what  cause  or  enchesown  ioyneth  he 
hym,  or  knytteth  he  hym  so  faste  vn-to 
hise  goodes,  that  alle  hise  wittes  mowen 
nat  disseueren  hym,  or  departen  hym 
from    hise    goodes;    (3)    and    knoweth 
wel,    or    oghte   knowe,    that,    whan   he 
is   deed,    he   shal    no-thyng   bere   with 
hym    out    of    this    world?     (4)    ^[And 
ther-fore    seith    seint   August yn    that 
"the    auaricious    mart    is    likned    vn-to 
helle,  that  the  moore  it  swelweth,  the 
moore    desir    it    hath    to    swelwe    and 
deuoure."    (5)  And  as  wel  as  ye  wolde  75 
eschewe    to    be    called    an    auaricious 
man  or  chynche,  (6)  as  wel  sholde  ye 
kepe   yow   and   gouerne   yow   in  swich 

a  wise,  that  men  calle  yow  nat  fool-large. 
(7)  f  Therfore  seith  Tullius,  "The 
goodes,"  he  seith,  "of  thyn  hous  ne 
sholde  nat  been  hyd,  ne  kept  so  cloos, 
but  that  they  myghte  been  opened 
by  pitee  and  debonairetee" — *J[that  is 
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to  seyn:  to  yeuen  part  to  hem  that 
han  greet  nede — (8)  "ne  thy  goodes 
shullen  nat  been  so  opene  to  been  euery 
mannes  goodes." 

(9)  ^[Afterward,  in  getynge  of  youre 
richesses  and  in  vsynge  hem,  ye  shul 
alwey  haue  thre  thynges  in  youre 
herte;  that  is  to  seyn:  oure  .Lord  God, 

80  conscience,  and  good  name,  (o)  ^ffirst, 
ye  shul  haue  God  in  your(e)  herte,  and 
for  no  richesse  ye  shullen  do  no-thyng 
which  may  in  any  manere  displese 
God,  that  is  youre  creatour  and 
maker(e).  (i)  ^[ffor  after  the  word  of 
Salomon:  ^["It  is  bettre  to  haue  a 
litel  good  with  the  loue  of  God,  than 
to  haue  muchel  good  and  tresour,  and 
lese  the  loue  of  his  .Lord  God." 
(2)  ^[And  the  prophete  seith  that 
"bettre  it  is  to  been  a  good  man, 
and  haue  litel  good  and  tresour,  than 
to  been  holden  a  shrewe,  and  haue 
grete  richesses."  (3)  *f[And  yet  seye 
I  ferthermoore  that  ye  sholde  alwey 
doon  your(e)  bisynesse  to  gete  yow 
richesses,  so  that  ye  gete  hem  with 
good  conscience.  (4)  5[And  th  apostle 
seith  that  "ther  nys  thyng  in  this  world 
of  which  we  sholden  haue  so  greet 
ioye  as  whan  oure  conscience  bereth  vs 

85  good  witnesse."  (5)  ^[And  the  wise 
man  seith,  "The  substance  of  a  man 
is  ful  good,  whan  synne  is  nat  in 
mannes  conscience."  (6)  *[  Afterward, 
in  getynge  of  youre  richesses,  and  in 
vsynge  of  hem,  yow  moste  haue  greet 
bisynesse  and  greet  diligence  that 
your(e)  goode  name  be  alwey  kept 
and  conserued.  (7)  ffor  Salomon  seith 
that  "bettre  it  is,  and  moore  auailleth 
a  man  to  haue  a  good  name  than 
for  to  haue  grete  richesses."  (8)  And 
therfore  he  seith  in  another  place, 
*["Do  greet  diligence,"  seith  Salomon, 
"in  kepyrig  of  thy  freend  and  of  thy 
goode  name;  (9)  for  it  shal  lenger 
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abide  with  thee  than  any  tresour,  be 
it  neuer  so  precious."  (o)  ^[And  certes,  9C 
he  sholde  nat  be  called  a  gentil-man 
that  after  God  and  good  conscience, 
alle  thynges  left,  ne  dooth  his  dili 
gence  and  bisynesse  to  kepen  his  goode 
name,  (i)  ^[And  Cassidore  seith 
«[  £hat  "it  is  signe  of  gentil  herte,  whan 
a  man  loueth  and  desireth  to  han  a 
good  name."  (2)  ^[And  therfore  seith 
Seint  Augustyn  ^[tfhat  "ther  been 
two  thynges  that  arn  necessarie  and 
nedefulle,  and  that  is  good  conscience 
and  good  loos;  (3)  jpat  is  to  seyn:  good 
conscience  to  thyn  owene  persone  in 
ward,  and  good  loos  for  thy  neighe- 
bore  outward."  (4)  And  he  that  trust- 
eth  hym  so  muchel  in  his  goode 
conscience  that  he  displeseth,  and  set- 
teth  at  noght  his  goode  name  or  loos, 
and  rekketh  noght  though  he  kepe 
nat  his  goode  name,  nys  but  a  crueel 
cherl. 

Sire,  now  haue  I  shewed  yow  how  91 
ye  shul  do  in  getynge  richesses,  and 
how  ye  shullen  vsen  hem;  (6)  and  I 
se  wel  that  for  the  trust  that  ye  han 
in  youre  richesses,  ye  wole  moeue  werre 
and  bataille.  (7)  *[I  conseille  yow  that 
ye  bigynne  no  werre  in  trust  of  your(e) 
richesses;  for  they  ne  suffisen  noght 
werres  to  mayntene.  (8)  *j[And  therfore 
seith  a  Philosophre,  ^["That  man 
that  desireth,  and  wol[e]  algates  han 
werre  shal  neuere  haue  suffisaunce; 
(9)  for  the  richer  that  he  is,  the  gretter 
despenses  moste  he  make  if  he  wole 
haue  worship(e)  and  victorie."  ^[And 
Salomon  seith  that  "the  gretter  rich-  Oi 
esses  that  a  man  hath,  the  mo  des- 
pendours  he  hath."  (i)  ^[And,  deere 
sire,  al  be  it  so  that  for  your(e) 
richesses  ye  mowe  haue  muchel  folk, 
yet  bihoueth  it  nat,  ne  is  nat  good 
to  bigynne  werre;  (2)  where-as  ye  mowe 
in  oother  manere  haue  pees  vn-to  youre 
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worship(e)  and  profit.  (3)  ^jffor  the 
victorie[s]  of  batailles  that  been  in  this 
world  lyth  nat  in  greet  nombre  or 
multitude  of  the  peple,  ne  in  the  vertu 
of  man;  (4)  but  it  lith  in  the  wyl 
and  in  the  hand  of  oure  .Lord,  God 

C5  almyghty.  (5)  *j[And  therfore  ludas 
Machabeus,  which  was  Goddes  knyght, 
whan  he  sholde  fighte  agayn  his 
aduersarie,  that  hadde  a  greet  nombre, 
and  a  gretter  multitude  of  folk  and 
strenger  than  was  this  peple  of  Ma- 
chabee,  yet  he  reconforted  his  litel 
compaignye,  and  seyde  right  in  this 
wise :  (6)  "Als  lightly,"  quod  he,  "may 
oure  .Lord,  God  almyghty,  yeue  victorie 
to  a  fewe  folk  as  to  many  folk;  (7)  for 
the  victorie  of  a  bataile  comth  nat 
by  the  grete  nombre  of  peple,  but 
it  cometh  from  oure  Lord,  God  of 
heuene."  (8)  ^[And,  deere  sire,  for  as 
muchel  as  ther  is  no  man  certein  if  he 
be  worthy  that  God  yeue  hym  victorie  *) 
or  naught,  after  that  Salomon  seith; 
(9)  therfore  euery  man  sholde  greetly 

10  drede  werres  to  bigynne.  (o)  ^[And 
by  cause  that  in  batailles  fallen  manye 
perils,  and  happeth  outher-while  that 
as  soone  is  the  grete  man  slayn  as 
the  litel  man;  (i)  and  as  it  is  writen 
in  the  seconde  book  of  Jiynges: 
"The  dedes  of  batailles  been  auen- 
turouse  and  no-thyng  certeyne;  for  as 
lightly  is  oon  hurt  with  a  spere  as 
another;"  (2)  and  for  ther  is  gret  peril 
in  werre:  therfore  sholde  a  man  flee 
and  eschue  werre,  in  as  muchel  as  a 
man  may  goodly.  (3)  ffor  Salomon 
seith,  "He  that  loueth  peril  shal  falle 
in  peril."  ' 

(4)  After  that  Dame  Prudence  hadde 
spoken  in  this  manere,    M  e  1  i  b  e  e  an- 

15  swerde,    and    seyde:    (5)    ^f'l    see   wel, 
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dame  Prudence,  that  by  youre  faire 
wordes  and  by  youre  resowns  that  ye 
han  shewed  me,  that  the  werre  liketh 
yow  no-thyng;  (6)  but  I  haue  nat  yet 
herd  youre  conseil,  how  I  shal  do 
in  this  nede?' 

(7)  'Certes,'  quod  she,   [Prudence] 
'I  conseille  yow  that  ye  accorde  with 
youre   aduersaries,    and   that    ye    haue 
pees  with  hem.    (8)  ^[ffor  Seint  lame 
seith    in    hise    .Epistles    ^[fhat    "by 
concord  and  pees  the  smale  richesses 
wexen  grete,  and  by   debaat  and  dis 
cord  the  grete  richesses  fallen  doun." 
(9)    ^[And    ye    knowen    wel    that    oon 
of   the    gretteste   and    moost   souereyn 
thyng  that   is   in   this   world  is  vnitee 
and    pees,     (o)    ^And    therfore    seyde  20 
oure  Lord  Ihesu  Crist  to  hise  Apost 
les  in  this  wise:  (i)  ^["Wel  happy  and 
blessed  been  they  that  louen  and  pur- 
chacen     pees,     for     they     ben     called 
children  of  God !"  ' 

(2)  'A,'  quod  Melibee,  'now  se  I  wel 
that  ye  louen  nat  myn  honour  ne  my  wor- 
shipe!  (3)  ^[Ye  knowen  wel  that  myne 
aduersaries  han  bigonnen  this  debaat 
and  bryge  by  hir(e)  outrage;  (4)  and  ye 
se  wel  that  they  ne  requeren,  ne  preyen 
me  nat  of  pees,  ne  they  asken  nat  to 
be  reconsiled.  (5)  ^T-Fol  ye  thanne  25 
that  I  go  and  meke  me,  and  obeye 
me  to  hem,  and  crie  hem  mercy? 
(6)  ffor  sothe,  that  were  nat  my  wor 
ship^).  (7)  ffor  right  as  men  seyn 
that  ouer-greet  hoomlynesse  engendreth 
dispreisynge,  so  fareth  it  by  to  greet 
humylitee  or  mekenesse.' 

(8)  Thanne  bigan  dame  Prudence 
to    maken    semblant    of    wratthe,    and 
seyde,    (9)    ^['Certes,    sire,    sauf   youre 
grace,  I  loue  your(e)  honour  and  youre 
profit  as   I   do  myn  owene,  and  euere 
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30  haue  doon;  (o)  ne  ye,  ne  noon  oother, 
syen  neuere  the  contrarie.  (i)  ^[And 
yit,  if  I  hadde  seyd  that  ye  sholde 
ban  purchaced  the  pees  and  the  re- 
consiliaciown,  I  ne  hadde  nat  muchel 
mystaken  me,  ne  seyd  amys.  (2)  ffor 
the  wise  man  seij),  *[["The  dissenciown 
bigynneth  by  another  man,  and  the 
reconsilyng  bygynneth  by  thy-self." 
(3)  ^[And  the  prophet e  seith,  "fflee 
shrewednesse,  and  do  goodnesse;  seke 
pees,  and  folwe  it  as  muchel  as  in 
thee  is."  (4)  ^[Yet  seye  I  nat  that 
ye  shul  rather  pursue  to  youre  aduer- 
saries  for  pees  than  they  shuln  to 

35  yow;  (5)  for  I  knowe  wel  that  ye  'been 
so  hard-herted,  that  ye  wol  do  no-thyng 
for  me.  (6)  ^[And  Salomon  seith, 
"He  that  hath  ouer-hard  an  herte,  atte 
laste  he  shal  myshappe  and  mystyde."  ' 
(7)  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd 
dame  Prudence  maken  semblant  of 
wratthe,  he  seyde  in  this  wise: 

(8)  ^f'Dame,    I   preye   yow  that   ye  be 
nat  displesed  of  thynges   that   I  seye; 
for   ye    knowe   wel    that    I    am   angry 
and   wrooth,    and   that    is   no   wonder. 

(9)  And  they  that   been  wrothe  witen 
nat  wel  what  they  don,  ne  what  they 

40  seyn.  (o)  *[Therfore  the  prophete 
seith  ^[tfiat  "troubled  [ejyen  han  no 
cleer  sighte."  (i)  *[[.But  seyeth  and 
conseileth  me  as  yow  liketh;  for  I 
am  redy  to  do  right  as  ye  wol  desire; 
(2)  and  if  ye  repreue  me  of  my  folye, 
I  am  the  moore  holden  to  loue  yow 
and  preyse  yow.  (3)  ^[ffor  Salomon 
seith  that  "he  JDat  repreueth  hym  that 
dooth  folye,  he  shal  fynde  gretter  grace 
than  he  that  deceyueth  hym  by  swete 
wordes."  ' 

(4)  Thanne  seide  dame  Prudence, 
^['1  make  no  semblant  of  wratthe  ne 
anger  but  for  youre  grete  profit. 

45  (5)  ^[ffor  Salomon  seith,  "He  is  moore 
worth  that  repreueth  or  chideth  a  fool 
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for  his  folye,  shewynge  hym  semblanr 
of  wratthe,  (6)  than  he  that  supporteth 
hym,  and  preyseth  hym  in  his  mys- 
doynge,  and  laugheth  at  his  folye." 
(7)  ^[And  this  same  Salomon  seith 
afterward  that  "by  the  sorweful  visage 
of  a  man — that  is  to  seyn:  by  the 
sory  and  heuy  contenawnce  of  a  man — 
the  fool  correcteth  and  amendeth  hym- 
self."  ' 

(8)  Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  f  I 
shal  nat  konne  answere  to  so  manye 
faire  reso^ns  as  ye  putten  to  me  and 
shewen.  (9)  $eyeth  shortly  youre  wyl 
and  youre  conseil,  and  I  am  al  redy 
to  fulfille  and  parfourne  it.' 

Thanne  dame  Prudence  discouered 
al  hir  wyl  to  hym,  and  seyde,  (i)  ^['1 
conseille  yow,'  quod  she,  'abouen  alle 
thynges  that  ye  make  pees  bitwene 
God  and  yow,  and  beth  reconsiled 
vn-to  hym  and  to  his  grace.  (2)  ffor, 
as  I  haue  seyd  yow  heer-biforn,  God 
hath  suffred  yow  to  haue  this  tribu- 
lackmn  and  disese  for  youre  synnes. 
(3)  And  if  ye  do,  as  I  seye  yow,  God 
wol  sende  youre  aduersaries  vn-to  yow, 
and  maken  hem  fallen  at  your(e)  feet, 
redy  to  do  your(e)  wyl  and  youre 
comandementz.  (4)  ^[ffor  Salomon 
seith,  "TFhan  the  condiciown  of  man 
is  plesaunt  and  likynge  to  God,  he 
chaungeth  the  hertes  of  the  mannes 
aduersaries,  and  constreyneth  hem  to 
biseken  hym  of  pees  and  of  grace." 

(5)  And    I    preye    yow,    lat    me    speke 
with  youre  aduersaries  in  priuee  place; 

(6)  for   they   shul    nat    knowe   that    it 
be   of   youre   wyl    or   of   youre   assent. 

(7)  And    thanne,    whan    I    knowe    hir 
wil   and   hir   entente,    I   may  conseille 
yow  the  moore  seurely.' 

(8)  'Dame,'  quod  Melibee,  'dooth 
youre  wil  and  your(e)  likynge;  (9)  for 
I  putte  me  hoolly  in  youre  disposiciown 
and  ordinaunce.' 
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60  Thanne  Dame  Prudence,  whan  she 
saugh  the  goode  wyl  of  hir  housbonde, 
delibered,  and  took  auys  in  hir-self, 
(i)  thinkinge  how  she  myghte  brynge 
this  nede  vn-to  a  good  conclusion  and 
to  a  good  ende.  (2)  And  whan  she 
saugh  hir  tyme,  she  sente  for  thise 
aduersaries  to  come  vn-to  hir(e)  in-to 
a  pryuee  place,  (3)  and  shewed  wisely 
vn-to  hem  the  grete  goodes  that  comen 
of  pees,  and  the ,  grete  harmes  and 
perils  that  been  in  werre;  (4)  and 
seyde  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manere  hou 
that  hem  oughte[n]  haue  greet  repent- 


[B  2933-2951] 

'  grete  goodnesse  to  fulfillen  in  dede 
youre  goodliche  wordes.  (5)  /for  we  75 
consideren  and  knowelichen  that  we 
han  offended  and  greued  my  lord 
Melibee  out  of  mesure  so  ferforth, 
that  we  be  nat  of  power  to  maken 
hise  amendes;  (6)  and  therfore  we 
oblige  and  bynden  vs  and  oure  freendes 
to  doon  al  his  wyl  and  hise  comande- 
mentz.  (7)  ^-But  perauenture  he  hath 
swich  heuynesse  and  swich  wratthe  to 
vs-ward  by  cause  of  oure  offense, 
(8)  that  he  wol[e]  enioyne  vs  swich 
a  peyne  as  we  mowe  nat  bere  ne 


aunce   of  the   iniurie   and   wrong   that    j   susteene.    (9)  And  therfore,  noble  lady, 


they  hadden  doon  to  Melibee,  hir  lord, 
and  to  hir(e),  and  to  hir  doghter. 

65  And  whan  they  herden  the  goodliche 
wordes  of  Dame  Prudence,  they  weren 
so  supprised  and  rauysshed,  and  hadden 
so  greet  ioye  of  hir(e),  that  wonder 
was  to  telle.  (6)  *j~'A!  lady,'  quod  they, 
'ye  han  shewed  vn-to  vs  the  blessynge 
of  swetnesse  after  the  sawe  of  Dauid 
the  prophete.  (7)  /for  the  reconsilynge, 
which  we  been  nat  worthy  to  haue  in 
no  manere,  (8)  but  we  oghte  requeren 
it  with  greet  contriciown  and  humy- 
litee,  ye  of  youre  grete  goodnesse  haue 
presented  vnto  vs.  (9)  ^[Now  se  we 
wel  that  the  science  and  the  konnynge 

70  of  Salomon  is  ful  trewe.  (o)  ^[ffor 
he  seith  Zhat  "sweete  wordes  multiplien 
and  encreessen  freendes,  and  maken 
shrewes  to  be  debonaire  and  meeke." 
(i)  *pCertes,'  quod  they,  'we  putten 
oure  dede  and  al  oure  matere  and 
cause  al  hoolly  in  your(e)  goode  wyl, 
(2)  and  been  redy  to  obeye  to  the 
speche  and  comandement  of  my  lord 
Melibee.  (3)  ^[And  therfore,  deere  and 
benygne  lady,  we  preien  yow  and 
biseke  yow  as  mekely  as  we  konne 
and  mowen,  (4)  that  it  lyke  vn-to  youre 


we    biseke    to    youre    wommanly    pitee 
to  taken  swich  auysement  in  this  nede, 
(o)  that  we,  ne  oure  freendes,  be  nat  80 
desherited,   ne   destroyed,   thurgh   oure 
folye.' 

(i)  'Certes,'  quod  Prudence,  'it 
is  an  hard  thyng  and  right  perilous 
that  a  man  putte  hym  al  outrely  in 
the  arbitraciozm  and  iuggement,  and 
in  the  myght  and  power  of  hise  enemys. 
(2)  *f[ffor  Salomon  seith,  "Leeueth 
me,  and  yeueth  credence  to  that  I 
shal  seyn.  (3)  ^[1  seye,"  quod  he, 
^["ye  peple,  folk,  and  gouernours  of 
hooly  chirchel  (4)  ^[to  thy  sone,  to 
thy  wyf,  to  thy  freend,  ne  to  thy 
broother,  ne  yeue  thou  neuere  myght 
ne  maistrie  of  thy  body  whil  thou 
lyuest."  (5)  ^[Now  sithen  he  deffendeth  85 
that  man  shal  nat  yeuen  to  his  broother, 
ne  to  his  freend,  the  myght  of  his 
body,  (6)  by  strenger  resown  he  deffend 
eth  and  forbedeth  a  man  to  yeuen 
hym-self  to  his  enemy.  (7)  ^[And  na- 
thelees  I  conseille  you  that  ye  mystruste 
nat  my  lord;  (8)  for  I  woot  wel,  and 
knowe  verraily,  that  he  is  debonaire 
and  meeke,  large,  curteys,  and  no- 
thyng  desirous  ne  coueitous  of  good 
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ne  richesse.  (9)  ^[/for  ther  nys  no- 
thyng  in  this  world  that  he  desireth, 
saue  oonly  worship(e)  and  honour. 

90  (o)  ^[  f forther-moore  I  knowe  wel,  and 
am  right  seur,  that  he  shal  no-thyng 
doon  in  this  nede  with-outen  my  conseil. 
(i)  And  I  shal  so  werken  in  this  cause, 
that,  by  grace  of  oure  Lord  God,  ye 
shul  been  reconsiled  vn-to  vs.' 

(2)  Thanne  seyden  they  with  o.  voys, 
'Worshipful  lady!  we  putten  vs  and 
oure  goodes  al  fully  in  youre  wil  and 
disposiciown,  (3)  and  been  redy  to 
comen,  what  day  J>at  it  like  Vn-to  your(e) 
noblesse  to  lymyte  vs  or  assigne  vs, 
for  to  maken  oure  obligackmn  and 
boond  as  strong  as  it  liketh  vn-to 
your(e)  goodnesse,  (4)  that  we  mowe 
fulfille  the  wille  of  yow  and  of  my 
lord  Melibee.' 

95  Whan  Dame  Prudence  hadde  herd 
the  answeres  of  thise  men,  she  bad  hem 
goon  agayn  priuely;  (6)  and  she  re- 
tourned  to  hir  lord  Melibee,  and  tolde 
hym  how  she  foond  hise  aduersaries 
ful  repentant,  knowelechynge  ful  lowely 
hir  synnes  and  trespas,  (7)  and  how  they 
were  redy  to  suffren  al[l]  peyne,  requi- 
rynge  and  preiynge  of  merci  and  pitee. 
(8)  Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  V#e 
is  wel  worthy  to  haue  pardotm  and 
foryifnesse  of  his  synne  bat  excus- 
eth  nat  his  synne,  but  knowelecheth 
it,  and  repenteth  hym,  axinge  indul 
gence.  (9)  f  ffor  Senec  seith,  "Ther 
is  the  remissiown  and  foryifnesse,  where- 

CO  as  confessiotm  is."  (o)  *j[ffor  con- 
fessioun  is  neighebore  to  innocence. 
(i)  And  he  seith  in  another  place 
"...  (he)  that  hath  shame  of  his  synne, 
&  knowelicheth  it."  (2)  And  therfore 
I  assente  and  conforme  me  to  haue 
pees;  (3)  but  it  is  good  hat  we  do  it 
nat  with-outen  the  assent  and  wyl  of 
oure  freendes.' 
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(4)  Thanne  was  Prudence  right  glad 
and  ioyeful,  and  seyde,  ^['Certes,  sir(e),' 
quod  she,  'ye  han  wel  and  goodly 
answered;  (5)  ffor  right  as  by  the  05 
conseil,  assent,  and  help  of  your(e) 
freendes  ye  han  been  stired  to  venge 
yow,  and  maken  werre,  (6)  right  so 
withouten  hir  conseil  shul  ye  nat 
accorden  yow,  ne  haue  pees  with  youre 
aduersaries.  (7)  *[[ffor  the  lawe  seith, 
"Ther  nys  no-thyng  so  good  by  wey 
of  kynde  as  a  thyng  to  been  vnbounde 
by  hym  hat  it  was  ybounde." 

(8)  *[And  thanne  Dame  Prudence, 
with-outen  delay  or  tariynge,  sente 
anon  hir(e)  messages  for  hir  kyn  and 
for  hir(e)  olde  freendes  whiche  J)at 
were  trewe  and  wyse,  (9)  and  tolde 
hem  by  ordre,  in  the  presence  of 
Melibee,  al  this  mateere  as  it  is  abouen 
expressed  and  declared,  (o)  and  preyd*  1C 
hem  hat  they  wolde  yeuen  hir  auys 
and  deliberaciotm  of  the  forseide  ma 
teere,  and  hadden  examyned  it  by  greet 
bisynesse  and  greet  diligence,  (i)  they 
yaue  ful  conseii  for  to  haue  pees  and 
reste,  and  bat  Melibee  sholde  receyue 
with  good  herte  hise  aduersaries  to 
foryifnesse  and  mercy. 

(2)  And  whan  dame  Prudence 
hadde  herd  the  assent  of  hir  lord 
Melibee  and  the  conseil  of  hise  freendes 
accorde  with  hir  .wille  and  hir  en- 
tenciown,  she  was  wonderly  glad  in 
hir  herte,  and  seyde,  (3)  ^f.'Ther  is 
an  old  prouerbe,'  quod  she,  'seith  that 
"the  goodnesse  hat  thou  mayst  do  this 
day,  do  it,  and  abide  nat,  ne  delaye 
it  nat  til  to-morwe."  (4)  *[And  therfore 
I  conseille  hat  ye  sende  youre  messages, 
swiche  as  been  discrete  and  wise,  vn- 
to  youre  aduersaries;  (5)  tellynge  hem  15 
on  your(e)  bihalue,  hat  if  they  wole 
trete  of  pees  and  of  accord,  that  they 
shape  hem,  with-outen  delay  or  tariyng, 
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to  comen  vn-to  vs' — which  thyng  par- 
fourned  was  in  dede.  (6)  ^[And 
whanne  thise  trespassours  and  repent- 
ynge  folk  of  hir(e)  folies — that  is  to 
seyn:  the  oduersaries  of  Melibee — 
hadden  herd  what  thise  wessagers 
seyden  vn-to  hem,  (7)  they  weren  right 
glad  and  ioyeful,  and  answereden  ful 
mekely  and  benignely,  yeldynge  graces 
and  thankynges  to  hir  lord  Melibee 
and  to  al  his  compaignye,  (8)  and 
shopen  hem  with-outen  delay  to  go 
with  the  messagers,  and  obeye  to  the 
comandement  of  hir  lord  Melibee. 

(9)  ^[And  right  anon  they  tooken 
hir  wey  to  the  court  of  Melibee,  and 
tooken  with  hem  somme  of  hir(e)  trewe 
freendes  to  maken  feith  for  hem,  and 

20  for  to  been  hir(e)  borwes.  (o)  And 
whan  they  were  comen  to  the  presence 
of  Melibee,  he  seyde  hem  thise  wordes : 
(i)  'It  standeth  thus,'  quod  Melibee, 
and  sooth  it  is  that  ye,  causelees  and 
with-outen  skile  and  resown,  han  doon 
grete  iniuries  and  wronges  to  me,  and 
to  my  wyf  Prudence,  and  to  my  doghter 
also.  (2)  /for  ye  han  entred  in-to  myn 
hous  by  violence,  and  haue  doon  swich 
outrage,  bat  alle  men  knowen  wel  hat 
ye  haue  dcserued  the  deeth;  (3)  and 
therfore  wol  I  knowe  and  wite  of 
yow,  wheither  ye  wol  putte  the  punysse- 
ment,  and  the  chastisynge,  and  the 
vengeance  of  this  outrage  in  the  wyl 
of  me  and  of  my  wyf  Prudence,  or 
ye  wol  nat?' 

(4)  Thanne  the  wiseste  of  hem  thre  an- 
swerde  for  hem  alle,  and  seyde,  *['Sire,' 
quod  he,  'we  knowen  wel  hat  we  been 
vnworthy  to  comen  vn-to  the  court  of 
so  greet  a  lord  and  so  worthy  as 

25  ye  been.  (5)  ffor  we  han  so  greetly 
mystaken  vs,  and  han  offended  and 
agilt  in  swich  a  wise  agayn  youre 
heigh  lordshipe,  that  trewely  we  han 
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dcserued  the  deeth.  (6)  .But  yet,  for 
the  grete  goodnesse  and  debonairetee 
hat  al  the  world  witnesseth  in  your(e) 
persone,  we  submytten  vs  to  the  ex 
cellence  and  benignitee  of  your(e)  gra 
cious  lordshipe,  (7)  and  been  redy  to 
obeie  to  alle  your(e)  comandementz, 
bisekynge  yow  that  of  your(e)  merciable 
pitee  ye  wol  considere  oure  grete 
repentatmce  and  lough  submyssiozm, 
(8)  and  graunten  vs  foryuenesse  of  oure 
outrageous  trespas  and  offense.  (9)  /for 
wel  we  knowe  hat  your(e)  liberal  grace 
and  mercy  strecchen  hem  ferther  in 
to  goodnesse  than  doon  oure  outrage- 
ouse  giltes  and  trespas  in-to  wikked- 
nesse,  (o)  al  be  it  hat  cursedly  and  30 
dampnablely  we  han  agilt  agayn  your(e) 
heigh  lordshipe.' 

(i)  Thanne  Melibee  took  hem  vp  fro 
the  ground  ful  benignely,  and  receyued 
hir(e)  obligaciowns  and  hir  boondes  by 
hir(e)  othes  vp-on  hir(e)  plegges  and 
borwes,  (2)  and  assigned  hem  a  certeyn 
day  to  retourne  vn-to  his  court,  for 
to  accepte  and  receyue  the  sentence 
and  iuggement  hat  Melibee  wolde  co- 
mande  to  be  doon  on  hem  by  the 
causes  aforeseyd.  (3)  Whiche  thynges 
ordeyned,  euery  man  retourned  to  his 
hous.  (4)  And  whan  hat  dame  Prud 
ence  saugh  hir  tyme,  she  freyned 
and  axed  hir  lord  Melibee  what  venge- 
aunce  he  thoughte  to  taken  of  hise 
aduersaries. 

To  which   Melibee   answerde,    and  35 
seyde,    ^['Certes,'    quod   he,    'I    thynke 
and  purpose  me  fully  to  desherite  hem 
of  al  hat  euere  they  han,  and  for  to 
putte  hem  in  exil  for  euere.' 

(6)  'Certes,'  quod  dame  Prudence, 
'this  were  a  crueel  sentence  and  muchel 
agayn  reso^n.  (7)  ffor  ye  been  riche 
ynough,  and  han  no  nede  of  oother 
mennes  good ;  (8)  and  ye  myghte  lightly 
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in  this  wise  gete  yow  a  coueitous  name, 
which  is  a  vicious  thyng,  and  oghte 
bet?n  eschued  of  euery  good  man. 
(9)  ffor  after  the  sawe  of  the  word 
of  the  Apostle:  "Coueitise  is  roote 

40  of  alle  harmes."  (o)  And  therefore  it 
were  bettre  for  yow  to  lese  so  muchel 
of  youre  owene,  than  for  to  taken 
of  hir  good  in  this  manere.  (i)  /for 
bettre  it  is  to  lesen  with  worshipe, 
than  it  is  wynne  with  vileynye  and 
shame.  (2)  And  eueri  man  oghte  to 
doon  his  diligence  and  his  bisynesse 
to  geten  hym  a  good  name.  (3)  And 
yet  shal  he  nat  oonly  bisie  hym  in 
kepynge  of  his  good  name;  (4)  for 
it  is  writen  pat  "the  olde  good  loos 
and  good  name  of  a  man  is  soone 
goon  and  passed,  whan  it  is  nat  newed 
ne  renouelled." 

45  ^[And  as  touchynge  pat  ye  seyn  ye 
wole  exile  your(e)  aduersaries,  that 


19.  Chaucers  Tale  of  Melibeus 


14639 — 14667 
[B  3049—3068]. 

£hat  "he  pat  ouercometh  his  herte, 
ouercome}3  twies."  (5)  ^[And  Tullius  5 
seith,  ^["Ther  is  no-thyng  so  comend- 
able  in  a  greet  lord  as  whan  he  is 
debonaire  and  meeke,  and  appeseth 
hym  lightly."  (6)  And  I  preye  yow 
bat  ye  wole  forbere  now  to  do  ven 
geance  in  swich  a  manere,  pat  youre 
goode  name  may  be  kept  and  con- 
serued,  (7)  and  pat  men  mowe  haue 
cause  and  mateere  to  preyse  yow  of 
pitee  and  of  mercy,  (8)  and  pat  ye 
haue  no  cause  to  repente  yow  of  thyng 
pat  ye  doon.  (9)  ^[ffor  Senec  seith, 
^["He  ouercometh  in  an  yuel  manere 
pat  repenteth  hym  of  his  victorie." 
(o)  Wherfore  I  praye  yow:  lat  mercy  6 
been  in  youre  mynde  and  in  your(e) 
herte  to  theffect  and  entente  pat  God 
almyghty  haue  mercy  on  yow  in  his 
laste  iuggement.  (i)  ^[ffor  seint  lame 
seith  in  his  Epistle;  ^["luggement 


thynketh  me  muchel  agayn  resown  and       with-outen  mercy  shal  be  doon  to  hym 


out  of  mesure,  (6)  considered  the  power 
pat  they  han  yeue  yow  vp-on  hem- 
self.  (7)  And  it  is  writen  pat  he  is 
worthy  to  lesen  his  priuilege  pat 
mysuseth  the  myght  and  the  power 
pat  is  yeuen  hym.  (8)  ^[And  I  sette 

cas  ye  myghte  enioyne  hem  pat  peyne  I  hir  trewe  entente,  (3)  and  conformed 
by  right  and  by  lawe,  which  I  trowe  hym  anon  and  assented  fully  to  werken 
ye  mowe  nat  do.  (9)  I  seye  ye  'mighte  |  after  hir  conseil ;  (4)  and  thonketh 
nat  putten  it  to  execuciozm  perauen-  |  God,  of  whom  procedep  al  vertu  and 
ture,  and  thanne  were  it  likly  to  re-  j  alle  goodnesse,  pat  hym  sente  a  wyf 


pat  hath  no  mercy  of  another  wight."  ' 
(2)  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd 
the  grete  skiles  and  resowns  of  Dame 
Prudence  and  hir(e)  wise  informacio?ms 
and  techynges,  his  herte  gan  enclyne 
to  the  wil  of  his  wif,  considerynge 


tourne  to  the  werre  as  it  was  biforn. 
50  (o)  And  therfore,  if  ye  wole  pat  men 
do  yow  obeisance,  ye  moste  deemen 
moore  curteisly;  (i)  this  is  to  seyn: 
ye  moste  yeuen  moore  esy  sentences 
and  iuggementz.  (2)  ^fifor  it  is  writen 
pat  he  pat  moost  curteisly  comandeth, 
to  hym  men  moost  obeyen.  (3)  And 
therfore  I  preye  yow  to  ouercome 
your(e)  herte.  (4)  ^fffor  Senec  seith, 


of  so  greet  discreciewn.  (5)  And  whan  6 
the  day  cam  pat  hise  aduersaries  sholde 
appieren  in  his  presence,  he  spak  vn- 
to  hem  ful  goodly,  and  seyde  in  this 
wyse :  (6)  ^['Al  be  it  so  pat  of  your(e) 
pride  and  presumpciown  and  folie,  and 
of  youre  necgligence  and  vnkonnynge, 
ye  haue  mysborn  yow  and  trespassed 
vn-to  me;  (7)  yet,  for  as  muche  as  I 
see  and  biholde  your(e)  grete  humylitee, 
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14668  — 147°9 
[83069-3089] 

and  bat  ye  been  sory  and  repentant  of 
youre  giltes,  it  constreyneth  me  to  do-on 
yow  grace  and  mercy.  (8)  *[Therfore 
I  receyue  yow  to  my  grace,  and 
foryeue  yow  outrely  alle  the  offenses, 
'iniuries,  and  wronges  bat  ye  haue 
doon  agayn  me  and  myne;  (9)  to 
this  effect  and  to  this  ende,  that  God 
of  his  endelees  mercy  wol[e]  at  the 
tyme  of  oure  diynge  foryeuen  vs  oure 
giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to  hym 
70  in  this  wrecched  world,  (o)  ffor  doute- 
lees,  if  we  be  sory  and  repentant  of 
the  synnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han 
trespassed  in  the  sighte  of  oure  Lord 
God,  (i)  he  is  so  free  and  so  merci- 
able,  that  he  \vol[e]  foryeuen  vs  oure 
giltes,  and  bryngen  vs  to  his  blisse 
that  neuere  hath  ende.  Amen. 

*[Heere   is    ended   Chaucers    tale   of 
Melibee  and  of  Dame  Prudence. 


20.  The  Monkes  Tale. 

a)  ^f  The  murye  wordes  of  the  Hoost 
to   the   Monk.*) 

Whan  ended  was  my  tale  of  Melibee, 
And  of  Prudence  and  hir  benignytee, 
Oure  hooste  seyde,  'As  I  am  feithful 

man, 

75  And  by  that  precious  corpus  Hadrian! 
I  hadde  leuere  than  a  barel  ale 
That   good  lief,   my   wyf,   hadde   herd 

this    tale; 

She    nys    no-thyng    of    swich    pacience 

As   was    this    Melibeus    wyf   Prudence. 

80  By    Goddes    bones !    whan    I    bete   rny 

knaues, 
She  bryngeth  me  forth  the  grete  clob- 

bed    staues, 
And  crieth,  "£lee  the  dogges  euerich- 

oon. 


20.  The  Monkes  Tale. 
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[B  3090 — 3116] 
And   brek   hem  bothe   bak  and   euery 

boon!" 

•[And  if  that  any  neighebor[e]  of  myne 
Wol  nat  in  chirche  to  my  wyf  enclyne,  85 
Or  be  so  hardy  to  hir(e)  to  trespace, 
Whan    she    comth    horn,    she    rampeth 

in  my  face, 
And   crieth,   "/false   coward!   wrek   thy 

wyf! 
By    corpus    bones!     I    wol    haue    thy 

knyf, 
And  thou  shalt  haue  my  distaf  and  go  90 

spynne !" 
ffro  day  to  nyght  right  thus  she  wol 

bigynne ; 
"Alias,"    she    seith,    "that    euere   bat    I 

was   shape 

To   wedde[n]    a   milksop(e)    or   a   cow 
ard  ape, 
That     wol    been    ouerlad     with    euery 

wight ! 
Thou  darst  nat  stonden  by  thy  wyues  95 

right." 
*jThis    is    my    lif,    but    if    that    I    wol 

fighte, 
And    out    at    dore    anon    I    moot    me 

dighte, 

Or  elles   I  am  but  lost,  but  if  that  I 
Be    lik   a   wilde    leoun   fool-hardy. 
I    woot  wel  she  wol  do  me  slee  som  00 

day 
Som  neighebor[e],  and  thanne  go  my 

way. 

ffor  I  am  perilous  with  knyf  in  honde, 
Al   be    it   that    I   dar   hir(e)   nat   with- 

stonde ; 

ffor  she  is  byg  in  armes,  by  my  f eith ! 
That  shal  he  fynde  bat  hir(e)  mysdooth  05 

or   seith — 

But  lat  vs  passe  awey  fro  this  mateere ! 
«[My   lord    the    Monk,'    quod   he,    'be 

myrie^of   cheere  I 
ffor  ye  shul  telle  a  tale  trewely. 
Loo,   Rouchestre   stant  heer   faste  by! 
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20.  The  Monkes  Tale. 


14710—14769 


[63117-3145] 
10  Ryd[e]    forth,    myn    owene    lord,    brek 

nat  oure  game! 
But  by  my  trouthe,  I  knowe  nat  youre 

name, 
Wher  shal  I  calle  yow  "my  lord  daun 

lohn" 
Or    "daun    Thomas,"    or    elles    "daun 

Albown?" 
Of  what  hous   be   ye,   by  youre  fader 

kyn? 
15  I    vowe   to   God,    thou   hast   a  ful   fair 

skyn! 

It  is  a  gentil  pasture  ther  thow  goost; 
Thou  art  nat  lyk  a  penant  or  a  goost. 
Vpon  my  feith!  thou  an  som  officer, 
Som  worthy  sexteyn,  or  som  celerer; 
20  ff or  by  my  fader  soule !  as  to  my  doom, 
Thou  art  a  maister  whan  thou  art 

at    hoom; 

No  poure  cloysterer,  ne  no  wovys, 
But  a  gouernour,  wily  and  wys; 
And  therwith-al  of  brawnes  and  of 

bones 

25  A  wel-farynge  persone  for  the  nones. 
I  praye  to  God  yeue  hym  confusioun 
That  first  thee  broghte  vn-to  religiounl 
Thou  woldest  han  been  a  tredefowel 

aright; 
Haddestow  as   greet   a   leeue   as   thou 

hast   myght 

30  To  parfourne  al  thy  lust  in  engendrure, 
Thou  haddest  bigetefn]  ful  many~a 

creature. 

Alias !   why  werestow  so   wyd  a  cope  ? 
God  yeue  me  sorwe  1   but  and   I  were 

a   pope, 
Nat    oonly    thou,    but    euery    myghty 

man, 
35  Though   he   were   shorn   ful   hye   vpon 

his    pan, 
Sholde  haue  a  wyf — for  al  the  world  is 

lorn; 

Religioun    hath    take    vp    al    the    corn 
Of   tredyng,    and   we   borel   men   been 

shrympes ! 


[B  3146—3176] 
Of   fieble   trees    ther    comen   wrecched 

yinpes. 
This    maJceth    }>at    oure    heires    been    so  4 

sldendre 
And   feble,    }>at   they   may   nat   wel   en- 

gendre ; 
This    maketh    that    oure    wyues    wole 

assaye 

Religious  folk,  for  ye  mowe  bettre  pave 
Of  Venus  paiementz  than   mowe  we — 
God  woot,  no  lussheburghcs  payen  ye !  4 
But   be   nat   wrooth,    my   lord,   for  }:>at 

I   pleye; 
fful    ofte    in    game    a    sooth    I    haue 

herd   seye.' 
^[This    worthy    Monk    took    al    in    pa- 

cience, 

And  seyde,  'I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence, 
As  fer  as  sowneth  in-to  honestee,  5 
To  telle  yow  a  tale,  or  two,  or  three, 
And  if  yow  list  to  herkne  hyderward, 
I  wol  yow  seyn  the  lyf  of  seint  Ed 
ward  ; 

Or  ellis  first  tragedies  wol  I  telle, 
Of  whiche  I  haue  an  hundred  in  my  5 

celle. 

*[Tragedie  is  to  seyn  a  certeyn  storie — 
As  olde  bookes  maken  vs  memorie — 
Of  hym  that  stood  in  greet  prosperitee, 
And  is  yfallen  out  of  heigh  degree 
In-to  myserie,~and  endeth  wrecched-  6 

iy; 

And  they   ben  versified  communely 
Of     .VI.     feet,     which     men     clepe[n] 

"Exametron." 

In  prose  eek  been  endited  many  oon, 
And  eek  in  meetre  in  many~a  sondry 

wyse; 

Lo,  this  declaryng  oghte  ynogh  suffise.  6 
Now    herkneth,    if    yow    liketh    for    to 

heere ! 

"But  first  I  yow  biseeke  in  this  mateere, 
Though  I  by  ordre  telle  nat  thise 

thynges, 
Be  it  of  popes,  emperours,  or  kynges, 
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[B  3177—3200] 

After   hir   ages,   as   men  writen  fynde, 

But  telle[n]  hem,  som  bifore  and  som 

bihynde, 
As    it    now    comth    vn-to    my    remem- 

braunce : 
Haue  me  excused  of  min  ignoraunce.' 

f  Explicit. 

b)  ^Heere  bigynneth  the  Monkes  tale 
de  casibus  virorum  Illustrium.*) 

75       I  wol  biwaille  in  manere  of  fragedie 
The  harm  of  hem  that  stoode  in  heigh 

degree, 

And  fillen  so,  that  ther  nas  no  remedie 
To  brynge  hem  out  of  hir  aduersitee; 
ffor  certein,  whan  hat  ffortune  list  to 

flee, 
Ther  may   no   man   the   cours   of  hire 

withholde ; 

80  Lat  no  man  truste  on  blynd  prosperitee ! 
Be  war  of  thise  ensamples  trewe  and 

oldcl 

[f  Lucifer 

At  Lucifer,  though  he  an  angel  were, 
And    nat    a    man,    at    hym    wol    I    bi- 

gynne. 
ffor  though  ffortune  may   noon  angel 

dere, 
85  ffrom  heigh  degree  yet  fel  he  for  his 

synne 

Doun  in-to  helle,  where  he  yet  is  mne. 
O  Lucifer !  brightest  of  angels  alle  1 
Now  artow  $athanas,  hat  mayst  nat 

twynne 
Out  of  miserie~in  which  J)at  thou  art 

fallel  [«[Adam 

90       Loo  Adam!  in  the  feeld  of  Damys- 

sene 
With  Goddes  owene  fynger  wroght  was 

he, 
And   nat   bigete[n]   of  mannes   sperme 

vnclene, 
And    welte    al[l]    Paradys,    sauynge    o 

tree. 


[B  3201—3228] 
Hadde   neuere   worldly   man   so   heigh 

degree 

As  Adam,   til  he   for   mysgouernawnce  95 
Was  dryue[n]  out  of  hys  hye  prosperitee 
To  labour,  and  to   helle,  and  to  mes- 

chaunce.  ft[  Sampson 

Loo    Sampsown!     which     that     was 

annunciat 

By   angel    longe    er    his    watiuitee, 
And  was   to   God   almyghty  consecrat,  00 
And  stood  in  noblesse  whil  he  myghte 

see. 

Was  neuere  swich  another  as  was  hee, 
To   speke   of  strengthe,   and  ther-with 

hardynesse. 

But  to  hise  wyues  toolde  he  his  secree, 
Thurgh    which    he    slow    hym-self    for  05 

wrecchednesse. 
Sampsown,     this      noble      almyghty 

champiown, 
With-outen    wepene    saue    his    handes 

tweyne, 

He  slow  and  al  torente  the  leown, 
Toward  his  weddyng  walkynge  by  the 

weye. 
His    false    wyf    koude    hym    so    plese   10 

and   preye, 
Til  she  his  conseil  knew,  and  she  vn- 

trewe 

Vn-to  hise  foos  his  conseil  gan  biwreye, 
And    hym   forsook,   and   took   another 

newe. 
Thre   hundred  foxes   took   Sampson 

for   ire, 

And  alle   hir  tayles   he  togydre  bond,   15 
And  sette  the  foxes  tayles  alle  on  fire, 
ffor    he    on    euery    tayl    had    knyt    a 

brond ; 
And    they   brende    alle    the    cornes    in 

that   lond, 

And  alle  hir(e)  olyueres  and  vynes  eke. 
A  thousand  men  he  slow  eek  with  his  20 

hond, 
And    hadde    no   wepene    but   an   asses 

cheke. 
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14822  —  14872 
[B  3256—3279] 


[B  3229—3255] 

Whan  they  were  slayn,  so  thursted  j  *[And,  slepynge  in  hir  barm  vp-on  a  day, 

hym,    that    he  j  She  made  to  clippe  or  shere  hise  heres  5 

Was   wel    ny   lorn,    for   which   he   gan  j  away, 

to   preye  j  And   made    hise   foomen    al   this   craft 


That  God  wolde  on  his  peyne  han  som 

pitee, 
25  And  sende  hym  drynke,  or  elles  moste 

he   deye. 
And    of    this    asses    cheke,    that    was 

dreye, 
Out    of    a    wang-tooth    sprang    anon    a 

welle, 
Of  which  he  drank   ynogli,   shortly  to 

seye; 
Thus  heelp  hym  God,  as  ludicum  can 

telle. 

30        By  verray  force  at  Gazan  on  a  nyght, 
Maugree   Philistiens   of  that   citee, 
The    gates    of   the    toun    he    hath   vp- 

plyght, 

And  on  his  bak  ycaryed  hem  hath  hee 
Hye    on    an    hille,    J)at    man    myghte 

hem    see. 
35  O  noble  almyghty  Sampsown,  lief  and 

deere ! 
Had  thou   nat  toold   to   wommen   thy 

secree, 
In  al[l]  this  world  ne  hadde  been  thy 

peere ! 
This  Sampson  neuere  ciser  drank  ne 

wyn, 
Ne  on  his  heed  cam  rasour  noon    ne 

sheere, 

40  By  precept  of  the  raessager  diuyn; 
ffor  alle  hise  strengthes  in  hise  heeres 

weere. 

And  fully  twenty  wynter,  yeer  by  yeere, 

He  hadde  of   Israel   the  gouernawnce. 

But  soone  shal  he  wepe  many^a  teere, 

45  ffor    wommen    shal    hym    bryngen    to 

meschance ! 

Vn-to  his  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 
That  in  hise  heeris  a!  his  strengthe  lay, 
And  falsly  to  hise  foomen  she  hym 

solde. 


espyen; 
And    whan    J)at    they    hym    foonde    in 

this   array, 
They  bounde  hym  faste,  and  putten  out 

hise  [ejyen. 
But    er    his    heer    were    clipped    or 

yshaue, 
Ther  was   no  boond   with  which  men  5 

myghte    him    bynde ; 
But    now   is    he    in   prison   in   a   caue, 
Where-as     they     made     hym     at     the 

gueerne    grynde. 
O  noble  Sampsown,  strongest  of  man- 

kynde 1 
O  whilom  wige  in  glorie~and  in  rich- 

esse, 
Now  maystow  wepen  with  thyne  [e]yen  6 

blynde, 
Sith  thou  fro  wele  art  falle  in  wrecch- 

ednesse ! 
The   ende    of   this    caytyf  was   as    I 

shal   seye: 
Hise   foomen   made   a   feeste   vp-on   a 

day, 
And  made  hym  as  a  fool  biforn  hem 

pleye, 
And    this    was    in    a    temple    of    greet  6 

array. 

But  atte  laste  he  made  a  foul  affray; 
ffor    he    two   pilers    shook,    and   made 

hem    faile, 
And  doun  fil  temple  and  al,  and  ther 

it  lay, 
And  slow  hym-self,  and  eek  hise  foomen 

alle; 
This  is  to  seyn:  the  prynces  euerich-  7 

oon, 
And    eek   thre    thousand    bodyes    were 

ther   slayn 
With  fallynge   of  the   grete   temple  of 

stoon. 
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[B  3280-3308] 

Of  Sampson  now  wol  I  na-moore  sayn.   j 

Beth  war  by  this   ensample  oold  and   i 

playn 
75  That   no   men   telle    hir   conseil   til   hir    j 

wyues 
Of    swich    thyng    as    they    wolde    han 

secree    fayn, 

If  }nat  it  touche  hir  lymes  or  hir  lyues. 
Of[f]    Hercules,    the    souereyn    con- 

querour,  [^[Hercules 

Syngen   hise   werkes   laude   and  heigh 

renoun ; 
8C  ffor  in  his  tyme   of  strengthe  he  was 

the  flour. 
He   slow,   and   rafte   the   skyn   of,   the 

leoun ; 

He  of  Centauros  leyde  the  boost  adoun; 
He    Arpies    slow,    the    crueel    bryddes 

felle; 

He  golden  apples  rafte  of  the  dragoun; 
85  He  drow  out  Cerberus,  the  hound  of 

helle. 

He  slow  the  crueel  tyrant  Busirus, 
And  made  his  hors  to  frete  hym,  flessh 

and   boon ; 

He  slow  the  firy  serpent  venymus; 
Of  Acheloys  homes  two  he  brak  oon, 
90  And  he  slow  Cacus  in  a  caue  of  stoon; 
He  slow  the  geant  Antheus,  the  stronge ; 
He  slow  the  grisly  boor,  and  that 

anon, 
And  bar  the  heuene  on  his  nekke  longe. 


[B  3309— 3334J 
A  lemman  hadde  this   noble  cham- 

pioun, 

That  highte  Dianira,  fressh  as  May; 
And,  as  thise  clerkes  maken  mentioztn, 
She  hath  hym  sent  a  sherte  fressh  05 

and  gay. 
Alias!     this     sherte — alias     and     vveil- 

away  1 — 

Enuenymed  was  so  subtilly  with-alle, 
That,  er  J)at  he  had  wered  it  half  a 

day, 
It  made  his  flessh  al  from  hise  bones 

falle. 
But  nathelees  somme  clerkes   hir(e)   10 

excusen 
By    oon    J>at    highte    Nessus,    that    it 

maked. 

Be  as  be  may,  I  wol  hir(e)  noghtaccusen ; 
But  on  his  bak  this  sherte  he  wered 

al  naked, 
Til  JDat   his  flessh  was  for  the  venym 

blaked. 
And  whan  he  saugh   noon  oother  re-  15 

medye, 
In    hoote    coles    he    hath    hym-seluen 

raked ; 
ffor   with   no   venym   deigned  hym  to 

dye. 

Thus  starf  this  worthy,  myghty  Her 
cules. 
Lo,   who   may  truste   on  ffortune  any 

throwe  ? 


Was    neuere    wight,    sith    that    this       ffor    hym    J)at    folweth    al    this    world  20 


world   bigan, 
95  That  slow  so  manye  wonstres  as  dide 

he; 
Thurgh-out  this  wyde  world   his  name 

ran, 
What   for    his    strengthe    and    for    his 

heigh  bountee; 

And  euery  reawme  wente  he  for  to  see. 
He  was  so  strong,  JDat  no  man  myghte 

hym   lette. 
00  At    bothe     the    \vorldes    endes,     seith 

Trophee, 
In  stide  of  boundes  he  a  pileer  sette. 


of  prees, 

Er  he  be  war,  is  ofte  yleyd  ful  lowe. 
j    fful    wys    is    he    that    kan    hym-seluen 

knowe ! 
I    Beth  war!  for  whan  that  ffortune  list 

to    glose, 
Thanne  wayteth  she  her  man  to  ouer- 

throwe 
By    swich    a    wey    as    he    wolde    leest  25 

suppose.     [^[Nabugodonosor 
The     myghty    trone,     the     precious 

tresor, 
The  glorious  ceptre,  and  roial  magestee 
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[B  3335-3362] 

That  hadde  the  kyng  Nabugodonosor, 
30  With  tonge  vnnethe  may  discryued  bee. 
He  twyes  wan  Jerusalem  the  citee; 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  he  with  hym 

ladde. 

At  Babiloigne  was  his  souereyn  see, 
In  which  his  glorie~and  his  delit  he 

hadde. 
35       The   fairest?   children   of   the   blood 

roial 

Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon, 
And  maked   ech   of   hem  to   been   his 

thral. 

Amonges   othere   Daniel   was   oon, 
That  was  the  wiseste  child  of  euerych- 

on; 
40  ffor   he    the   dremes    of   the   kyng   ex- 

powned, 
Where-as  in  Chaldeye  clerk  ne  was  ther 

noon 
That   wiste   to   what   fyn   hise   dremes 

sowned. 
This    proude    kyng   leet    make[n]    a 

statue~of  gold. 

Sixty  cubites  long,  and  seuene  in  brede, 
45  To  which  ymage  he  bothe  yong[e]  and 

oold 

Comandede  to  loute,  and  haue  in  drede, 
Or  in  a  fourneys,  ful  of  flambes  rede, 
He  shal  be  brent  that  wolde  noght 

obeye. 

But  neuere  wolde  assente  to  that  dede 

50  Daniel,   ne   hise   yonge   felawes   tweye. 

This  kyng  of  kynges  proud  was  and 

elaat  ; 
He   wende    J)at    God,    that   sit   in  ma- 

gestee, 
Ne    myghte    hym    nat    bireue    of    his 

estaat. 

But    sodeynly    he    loste    his    dignytee, 
55  And   lyk   a   beest    hym   semed   for   to 

bee, 
And  eet  hey  as  an  oxe,  and  lay  ther- 

oute 


[B  3363-3389J 
In    reyn;    with    wilde    beestes    walked 

hee, 

Til    certein    tyme   was    ycome    aboute. 
And  lik  an  egles  fetheres  wexe  hise 

heres, 

Hise  nayles  lyk  a  briddes  clawes  weere, 
Til  God  relessed  hym  a  certeyn  yeres, 
And  yaf  hym  wit,  and  thanne,  with 

many~a   teere, 
He    thanked    God,    and    euere    his   lyf 

in  feere 
Was  he  to  doon  amys,  or  moore  tres- 

pace, 
And,  til  that  tyme  he  leyd  was  on  his 

beere, 
He  knew  that  God  was  ful  of  myght 

and  grace.  [^[Balthasar 

His  sone,  which  that  highte  Baltha- 

sar, 
That  heeld   the  regne   after  his  fader 

day, 

He  by  his  fader  koude  noght  be  war; 
ffor  proud  he  was  of  herte.  and  of 

array, 

And  eek  an  ydolastre   he  was  ay. 
His  hye  estaat  assured  hym  in  pryde, 
But  ffortune  caste  hym  doun,  and  ther 

he    lay, 

And    sodeynly    his    regne    gan    diuide. 
A  feeste  he  made  vn-to  hise  lordes 

alle 
Vp-on    a  tyme,    and    bad    hem    blithe 

bee; 

And  than  hise  officeres  gan  he  calle: 
'Gooth,  bryngeth  forth  the  vesseles,' 

quod  he, 
'Whiche  that  my  fader  in  his  prosperi- 

tee 

Out  of  the  temple  of  lerusalem  birafte, 
And  to  oure  hye  goddes  thanke  we 
Of  honour  that  oure  eldres  with  vs 

lafte.' 
Hys  wyf,  hise  lordes,  and  hise  con- 

cubynes 
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[B  3390-3416] 

Ay  dronken,  whil  hir(e)  appetites  laste, 
85  Out     of     thise     noble     vessels     sondry 

wynes; 
And    on    a   wal    this    kyng   hise    [ejyen 

caste, 
And  saugh  ^an  hand,  armlees,  J)at  wroot 

ful  faste, 
ffor  feere  of  which  he  quook,  and  siked 

soore. 
Tnis    hand,    that    Balthasar    so    soore 

agaste, 
90  Wroot    'Mane    techel    phares,'    and 

na-moore. 

In  al  that  land  wagicien  was  noon 
That  koude  expounde  what  this  lettre 

mente, 

But   Daniel    expowned   it   anon, 
And  seyde,   'Kyng!   God  to  thy  fader 

sente 
95  G16rie"and     honour,     regne,      tresour, 

rente ; 
And  he  was  proud,  and  no-thyng  God 

ne  dradde, 
And  therfor?  God  greet  wreche  vp-on 

hym   sente, 
And    hym    birafte    the    regne    J)at    he 

hadde. 
He    was    out-cast    of    mannes    com- 

paignye, 
00  With  asses  was  his  habitacioun, 

And  eet  hey  as   a  beest  in  weet  and 

drye, 
Til   that    he   knew,    by    grace   and   by 

resoun, 

That  God  of  heuene  hath  domynaciown 

Oucr  euery  regne  and  euery  creature. 

C5  And  thanne  hadde  God  of  hym  com- 

passioun, 
And  hym  restored  his   regne  and  his 

figure. 
Eek    thou,    that    art    his    sone,    art 

proud  also, 

And  knowest  alle  thise  thynges  verraily, 

And  art  rebel  to  God,  and  art  his  foo. 

10  Thou  drank  eek  of  hise  vessels  bolde- 

ly- 


[B  3417—3443] 
Thy   wyf    eek    and    thy    wenches    syn- 

fully 
Dronke    of    the    same    vessels    sondry 

wynys — , 

And  heryest  false  goddes  cursedly : 
Therfore    to    thee    yshapen    ful    greet 

pyne   is. 
This  hand  was  sent  from  God,  that  15 

on  the   wal 
Wroot  "Mane  techel  phares,"  truste 

me: 
Thy  regne  is  doon,  thou  weyest  noght 

at  al, 

Dyuyded  is  thy  regne,  and  it  shal  be 
To  Medes  and  to  Perses  yeue,'  quod  he. 
And  thilke  same  nyght  this  kyng  was  20 

^slawe, 

And  Darius  occupieth  his  degree, 
Thogh   he   therto  hadde   neither  right 

ne  lawe. 
Lordyngesl    ensample    heer-by    may 

ye  take 

How  that  in  lordshipe  is  no  sikernesse. 
ffor  whan  ffortune  wol[e]  a  man  for-  25 

sake, 
She    bereth    awey    his    regne    and    his 

richesse, 
And    eek    his    freendes,    bothe    moore 

and   lesse; 
ffor  what  men  JDat  hath  freendes  thurgh 

ffortune, 
Mishap  wol  make[n]  hem  enemys,  [as] 

I   gesse; 
This    prouerbe    is    ful    sooth    and    ful  30 

commune. 

[^[Cenobia 

jCenobia,  of  Palymerie  cjueene, 
As    writen    Persiens    of    hir    noblesse, 
So  worthy  was  in  armes  and  so  keene. 
That  no  wight  passed  hir(e)  in  hardy- 

nesse, 

Ne  in  lynage,  nor  in  oother  gentillesse.  35 
Of  kynges   blood   of  Perce  is  she  de 
scended; 
I    seye     nat    that    she     hadde    moost 

fairnesse. 
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[B  3444-3468] 

But    of    hir[e]    shap    she    myghte    nat 

been  amended, 
ffrom  hir  childhede  I  fynde  that  she 

fledde 
40  Office   of  wommen,   and   to  wode   she 

wente, 
And   many^a   wilde    hertes    blood   she 

shedde 
With   arwes    brode,    that    she   to    hem 

sente ; 
She  was   so  swift,   J)at   she  anon  hem 

hente. 
And  whan  J)at  she  was  elder,  she  wolde 

kille 
45  Leowns,    leopardes,    and    fceres    al    to- 

rente, 
And  in  hir  armes   weelde  hem  at  hir 

wille. 

She  dorste  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke, 
And    renne[n]    in    the    montaignes    al 

the   nyght, 
And  slepejn]  vnder  the  bussh,  and  she 

koude  eke 
50  Wrastlen  by  verray  force   and  verray 

myght 
With   any   yong   man,    were   he   neuer 

so  wight; 
Ther   myghte    no-thyng    in    hir    armes 

stonde. 
She  kepte  hir  maydenhod  from  euery 

wight, 
To   no   man  deigned   hir(e)   for  to  be 

bonde. 
55        But  atte  laste  hir  freendes  han  hir(e) 

maried 

To  Odenake,  a  piyn.ce  of  that  contree, 
Al    were    it    so    that    she    hem    longe 

taried ; 
And    ye    shul    vnderstonde    how    that 

he 

Hadde  swiche  fantasies  as  hadde  she. 
60  But    natheless,    whan    they    were    knyt 

infeere, 

They   lyued    in   ioye   and   in   felicitee; 
ffor    ech    of    hem    hadde    oother    lief 

and  deere; 


15038 — 15090 
[B  3469—3496] 
Saue  o  thyng :  that  she  wolde  neuere 

assente 
By   no   wey  that    he   sholde   by  hir(e) 

lye 

But  ones,  for  it  was  hir  pleyn  entente  < 
To   haue   a   child   the   world   to  multi- 

plye; 

And  also  soone  as  J)at  she  myghte  espye 
That  she  was  nat  with  childe  with 

that    dede, 
Thanne  wolde  she  suffre  hym  doon  his 

fantasye 
Eft-soone,   and   nat   but   oones,   out  of  ' 

drede. 
And  if  she  were  with  childe  at  thilke 

cast, 

Na-moore  sholde  he  pleyen  thilke  game 
Til   fully  fourty   dayes   weren   past; 
Thanne    wolde    she    ones    suffre    hym 

do   the   same. 

Al  were  this  Qdenake  wilde  or  tame, 
He  gat  na-moore  of  hir(e),  for  thus 

she    seyde : 

'It  was  to  wyues  lecherie  and  shame 
In  oother  caas,  if  J)at  men  with  hem 

pleyde.' 
Two  sones   by   this   Odenake  hadde 

she, 
The   whiche    she    kepte    in   vertu   and 

lettrure ; 

But    now    vn-to    oure    tale    turne    we. 
I    seye    so   worshipful    a    creature, 
And  wys  ther-with,  and  large  with  me- 

sure, 
So  penyble   in  the   werre,   and  curteis 

eke, 
Ne    moore    labour    myghte    in    werre 

endure, 
Was  noon,   though  al  this  world  men 

wolde   seke. 
Hir  riche  array  ne   myghte  nat  be 

told 

As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  hir  clothyng; 
She  was  al  clad  in  perree  and  in  gold. 
And  eek  she  lafte  noght,  for  noon  hunt- 

yng, 
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[B  3497—3523] 

To  haue  of  sondry  tonges  ful  knowyng; 

Whan  {)at  she  leyser  hadde  [and]  for 

to    entende, 

To    lerne    bookes    was    al    hir    likyng, 
How  she  in  vertu  myghte  hir  lyf  dis- 

pende. 
95       And   shortly    of   this    proces   for   to 

trete, 
So  doghty  was  hir  housbonde  and  eek 

she, 
That    they    conquered    manye    regnes 

grete 
In    the    Orient,    with    many~a    fair[e] 

eitee, 

Apertenaunt   vn-to   the   magestee 
00  Of  Rome,  and  with  strong  hond  held 

hem  ful  faste; 
Ne   neuere   myghte   hir   foo-men  doon 

hem  flee, 

Ay    whil    that    Odenakes    dayes    laste. 
Hir    batailles,    who-so    list    hem   for 

to  rede, 

Agayn  Sapor  the  kyng  and  othere  mo, 
05  And    how    }>at    al    this    proces    fil    in 

dede, 
Why    she    conquered,    and    what    title 

therto, 

And  after  of  hir  meschief  and  hir  wo, 

How  J)at  she  was   biseged  and  ytake, 

Lat  hym  vn-to  my  maister  Petrark  go, 

10  That    writ    ynough    of    this,    I    vnder- 

take. 
Whan  Odenake  was  deed,  she  myghti- 

iy 

The  regnes  heeld,  and  with  hir  propre 

hond 

Agayn  hir  foos  she  faught  so  cruelly, 
That   ther   nas  kyng   ne  prynce   in  al 

that    lond 
15  That    he    nas    glad    if    he    that    grace 

fond, 
That    she    ne    wolde    vp-on    his    lond 

werreye ; 
With    hir(e)    they    madew    alliance    by 

bond 
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To  been  in  pees,   and  lete  hir(e)  ride 

and  pleye. 

The  Emperour   of  Rome,    Claudius, 
Ne    hym    bifore    the    Romayn    Galien  20 
Ne   dorste    neuere   been   so   corageus; 
Ne    noon    Ermyn,   ne    noon   Egipcien, 
Ne    Surrien,    ne   noon    Arabyen 
With-mne  the  feeldes  that  dorste  with 

hir(e)  fighte, 
Lest    that     she    wolde    hem    with    hir  25 

handes  slen, 
Or   with    hir   meignee    putten    hem   to 

flighte. 
In    kynges    habit    wente    hir    sones 

two 

As    heires    of    hir    fadres    regnes    alle, 
A'nd  .Hermanno  and  Thymalao 
Hir  names  were,  as  Persiens  hem  calle.  30 
But  ay  ffortune  hath  in  hir  hony  galle: 
This    myghty    queene    may    no    while 

endure ; 
ffortune  out  of  hir  regne  made  hir(e) 

falle 
To  wrecchednesse  and  to  mysauenture. 

Aurelian,  whan  that  the  gouernaunce  35 
Of  Rome  cam  in-to  hise  handes  tweye, 
He   shoop  vp-on  this   queene  to  doon 

vengeaunce, 
And    with    hise    legions    he    took    his 

weye 
Toward    Cenobie,~and,    shortly   for    to 

seye, 
He    made    hir(e)    flee,    and    atte    laste  40 

hir(e)  hente, 
And     fettred    hir(e),     and    eek     hir(e) 

children  tweye, 
And  wan  the  land,  and  hoom  to  Rome 

he    wente. 

Amonges  othere  thynges  that  he  wan, 
Hir  chaar,   J)at  was  with  gold  wroght 

and   perree, 

This   grete    Romayn,   this    Aurelian,        45 
Hath  with  hym  lad,  for  that  men  sholde 

it    see; 
Biforen    his    triumphe   walketh    shee 
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[63554-64,  3653-68] 

With  gilte  cheynes  on  hir  nekke  hang- 

ynge; 

Coroned   was   she   after   hir   degree, 
50  And   ful   of  perree   charged   hir   cloth- 

ynge. 

Alias,  ffortune!  she  that  whilom  was 
Dredeful  to  kynges  and  to  emperoures, 
Now  gaureth  al  the  peple  on  hir(e), 

alias  ! 
And   she    that   helmed    was    in   stark  e 

stoures, 
55  And  wan  by  force  townes  stronge  and 

toures, 

Shal  on  hir  heed  now  were  a  vitremyte; 
And    she    that    bar    the    ceptre   ful   of 

floures 
Shal  bere  a  distaf,  hir(e)  costes  for  to 

quyte. 


Although     that    Nero    were     vicius 

60  As  any  feend  that  lith  in  helle  adoun, 

Yet    he,    as    telleth    vs    Swetonius, 

This  wyde  world  hadde  in  subieccioun, 

Bothe  Est   and  West,   Noth  and   Sep- 

temtrioun. 
Of    Rubies,    saphires,    and    of    peerles 

white 
65  Were  alle  hise  clothes  brouded  vp  and 

doun, 

ffor  he  in  gemmes  greetly  gan  delite. 
Moore   delicaat,   moore   pompous    of 

array, 
Moore    proud    was     neuere     cmperour 

than  he. 
That  ilke  clooth  that  he  hadde  wered 

o  day, 

70  After  that  tyme  he  nolde  it  neuere  see. 
Nettes  of  gold-threed  hadde   he  greet 

plentee 
To   fisshe   in   Tybre,    whan   hym   liste 

pleye. 

Hise  lustes  were  al  lawe  in  his  decree; 
ffor  fortune  as  his  freend  hym  wolde 

obeye. 


[B  3669-3700] 

He  Rome  brende  for  his  delicasie; 
The  senatours  he  slow  vp-on  a  day, 
To  heere  how  men  wolde  wepe  and  crie ; 
And  slow  his  brother,  and  by  his 

suster   lay. 

His  mooder  made  he  in  pitous  array, 
ffor  he  hir  wombe  slitte,  to  biholde 
Where  he  conceyued  was — so  weilaway! 
That  he  so  litel  of  his  mooder  tolde! 
No  teere  out  of  hise  [ejye'n  for  that 

sighte 
Ne  cam,   but   seyde,    'A  fair  womman 

was  she.' 
Greet  wonder  is  how  J)at  he  koude  or 

myghte 

Be  domesman  of  hir  dede  beautee. 
The  wyn  to  bryngen  hym  comanded  he, 
And  drank  anon — noon  oother  wo  he 

made. 

Whan  myght  is  ioyned  vn-to  crueltee, 

Alias,   to   depe   wol   the  venym  wade! 

In    yowthe    a    maister    hadde     this 

emperour, 

To  teche  hym  letterure  and  curteisye, 
ffor  of  moralitee  he  was  the  flour 
As    in    his    tyme,    but    if    bookes    lye. 
And  whil   this  maister   hadde  of  hym 

maistrye, 
He   maked    hym   so   konnyng   and   so 

sowple, 

That    longe    tyme    it    was    er    tirannye 

Or  any  vice  dorste  on  hym  vncowple. 

This  Seneca,  of  which  that  I  deuyse, 

By   cause    Nero   hadde    of   hym   swich 

drede, 

ffor   he   fro  vices   wolde  hym   chastise 
Discreetly    as    by    word,    and    nat    by 

dede— 
'Sire,'    wolde    he    seyn,    'an    emperour 

moot  nede 

Be    vertuous,    and   hate    tirannye' — , 
ffor   which    he   in   a   bath   made   hym  < 

to  blede 
On  bothe  his  armes,  til  he  moste  dye. 
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[B  3701—3725] 

This    Nero   hadde   eek   of  acustum-       That 

awnce 
In   youthe   agayns   his    maister   for   to 

ryse, 
Which  afterward   hym  thoughte   greet 

greuaunce ; 
10  Therfore   he   made   hym   dyen   in  this 

wise. 

But  nathelees  this  Seneca,  the  wise, 
Chees  in  a  &ath  to  dye  in  this  manere 
Rather  than  han  any~oother  torment- 

ise; 
And  thus  hath  Nero  slayn  his  maister 

deere. 
15        Now    fil    it    so    that    f fortune    liste 

no  lenger 

The  hye  pryde  of  Nero  to  cherice; 
ffor  though  J>at  he  was  strong,  yet 

was  she  strenger. 
She  thoughte  thus:  'By  God!  I  am  to 

nyce 

To  sette  a  man  that  is  fulfild  of  vice 
20  In   heigh    degree,    and    emperour   hym 

calle. 
By   God !    out   of   his  sete   I   wol  hym 

trice ; 
Whan  he  leest  weneth,  sonnest  shal  he 

falle!' 
The    peple    roos    vp-on    hym    on    a 

nyght 

ffor  his  defaute,  and  whan  he  it  espied, 
25  Out  of  hise  dores  anon  he  hath  hym 

dight 
Allone,   and    ther   he    wende    han   ben 

allied, 
He  knokked  faste,  and  ay  the  moore 

he  cried, 

The  faster  shette  they  the  dores  alle. 
Tho  wiste  he  wel  he  hadde  hym-self 

mys-gyed, 
30  And  wente  his  wey — no  lenger  dorste 

he  calle. 
The  peple  cride,  and  rombled  vp  and 

doun. 


[B  3726—3753J 
herde    he    how 


with    hise    erys 

they  seyde, 
'Where     is     this     false     tiraunt,     this 

Neroun?' 
ffor   fere    almoost    out    of    his    wit   he 

breyde, 

And  to  hise  goddes  pitously  he  preyde  35 
ffor  socour,  but  it  myghte  nat  bityde. 
ffor   drede   of  this    hym   thoughte   J>at 

he  deyde, 

And  ran  in-to  a  gardyn  hym  to  hyde. 
And  in  this  gardyn  foond  he  cherles 

tweye, 

That  seten  by  a  fyre  greet  and  reed;  40 
And   to    thise  cherles    two   he   gan  to 

preye 
To  sleen   hym,   and   to   girden  of  his 

heed, 
That  to  his   body,  whan  J)at  he  were 

deed, 

Were  no  despit  ydoon  for  his  defame. 
Hym-self  he  slow — he  koude  no  bettre  45 

reed; 
Of   which   ffortune   lough,    and   hadde 

a  game. 

[f  De  Oloferno 

Was  neuere  capitayn  vnder  a  kyng 
That  regnes   mo  putte   in  subieccioun, 
Ne  strenger  was  in  feeld  of  alle  thyng 
As  in  his  tyme,  ne  gretter  of  renoun,  50 
Ne    moore    pompous     in    heigh     pre- 

sumpcioun 

Than  Oloferne,  which  ffortune  ay  kiste 
So  likerously,  and  ladde  hym  vp  and 

doun, 

Til  J>at  his  heed  was  of  er  jbat  he  wiste. 
Nat    oonly    that    this    world    hadde  55 

hym  in  awe 

ffor    lesynge    of    richesse    or    libertee, 
But    made    euery    man    reneye[n]    his 

lawe; 

'Nabugodonosor  was  god,'  eeyde   hee, 
'Noon  oother   god  ne   sholde  adoured 

bee.' 
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[B  3754-373IJ 
60  Agayns    his    heeste    no    wight    dorste 

trespace, 

$aue   in    Bethulia,   a   strong   citee, 
Where  Eliachim  a  preest  was  of  that 

place. f) 
But    taak    keep[e]    of    the    deeth   of 

Olof  erne ! 
Amydde   his    hoost    he    dronke   lay   a- 

nyght 

65  With-inne  his  tente,  large  as  is  a  berne; 
And  yet,  for  al  his  pompe  and  al  his 

myght, 

ludith,  a  womman,  as   he  lay  vpright 
Slepynge,  his  heed  of  smoot,  and  from 

his  tente 

fful  pryuely  she  stal  from  euery  wight, 
70  And  with  his  heed  vn-to  hir  toun  she 

wente. 

[*[Dc  Rege  Anthiocho  illnstri 

What  nedeth  it  of  kyng  Anthiochus 

To  telle  his  hye  roial  magestee, 

His  hye  pride,  hise  werkes  venymus? 

ffor  swich   another   was   ther  noon  as 

he. 

75  Rede  which  J)at  he  was  in  Machabee, 
And  rede  the  proude   wordes  that  he 

seyde, 

And  why  he  fil  fro  heigh  prosperitee, 
And   in   an   hil[l]    how   wrecchedly   he 

deyde. 
ffortune   hym    hadde    enhaunced   so 

in  pride, 
80  That    verraily    he    wende    he    myghte 

attayne 

Vn-to  the  sterres  vp-on  euery  syde; 
And  in  balance  weyen  ech  montayne, 
And    alle   the    floodes    of   the    see   re- 
stray  ne. 
And  Goddes  peple  hadde  he  moost  in 

hate; 
85  Hem  wolde  he  sleen  in  torment  and  in 

payne, 
Wenynge  J)at  God  ne  myghte  his  pride 

abate. 

And   for   that   Nichanore   and   Thy- 
mothee 


15  260  —  15  318 
~  3812] 


Of  lewes  weren  venquysshed  myghtily, 
Vn-to  the  lewes  swich  an  hate  hadde 

he, 
That   he   bad   greithe[n]    his   chaar  ful 

hastily, 

And  swoor,  and  seyde  ful  despitously, 
Vn-to  Jerusalem  he  wolde  eft-soona 
To  wreke[n]  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly; 
But  of  his  purpos  he  was  let  ful  soone. 
God  for  his  manace  hym  so  soore 

smoot 

With  invisible  wounde,  ay  incurable, 
That  in  hise  guttes  carf  it  so  and 

boot, 

That  hise  peynes  weren  importable. 
And  certeinly  the  wreche  was  reson- 

able, 
ffor    many~a    mannes    guttes    dide    he 

peyne. 
But  from  his  purpos  cursed  and  damp- 

nable, 
ffor  al   his   smert,   he  wolde   hym  nat 

restreyne  ; 

But  bad  anon  apparaillen  his  hoost, 
And  sodeynly,  er  he  was  of  it  war, 
God  daunted  al  his  pride  and  al[l]  his 

boost. 

ffor  he  so  soore  fil  out  of  his  char, 
That  it  hise  lemes  and  his  skyn  to-tar, 
So  that  he  neyther  myghte  go  ne 

ryde, 

But  in  a  chayer  men  aboute  hym  bar, 

A'l    forbrused,    bothe    bak    and    syde. 

The  wreche  of  God  hym  smoot  so 

cruelly, 
That  thurgh  his  body  wikked  worrnes 

crepte, 

And  ther-with-al  he  stank  horriblely, 
That  noon  of  al  his  meynee  J)at  hym 

kepte, 

Wheither  so  he  wook  or  ellis  slepte, 
Ne  myghte  noght  for  stynk  of  hym 

endure. 
In  this   meschief   he   wayled   and   eek 

wepte, 
And  knew  God  .Lord  of  euery  creature. 
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[B  3813-3839] 

To  al[l]   his   hoost,   and  to   hym-self 

also, 
20  fful    wlatsom    was    the    stynk    of     his 

careyne ; 
No  man  ne   myghte   hym  here  to  ne 

fro. 
And    in    this    stynk    and    this    horrible 

peyne 

He  starf  ful  wrecchedly  in  a  monteyne. 
Thus  hath  this  robbour  and  this  homy- 

cide, 
25  That  many^a  man  made  to  wepe  and 

pleyne, 

Swich  gerdown  as  bilongeth  vn-to  pryde. 
The  storie^of  Alisaundre  is  so  com 
mune,          [1[De  Alexandro 
That  euery  wight  that  hath  discrecioun 
Hath  herd  somwhat  or  al  of  his  ffor- 

tune. 

30  This  wyde  world,  as  in  conclusioun, 
He  wan  by  strengthe,   or  for  his  hye 

renoun 
They  weren  glad  for  pees  vn-to  hym 

sende; 
The  pride  of  man  and  beest  he  leyde 

adoun 
Wher-so    he    cam,    vn-to    the    worldes 

ende. 
35        Comparisown     myghte     neuere     yet 

been  maked 
Bitwixe[n]      hym     and     another     con- 

querour; 
ffor   al   this   world   for   drede   of   hym 

hath   quaked, 

He  of  knyghthood  and  of  fredom  flour, 
ffortune    hym    made    the    heir    of    hir 

honour ; 
40  Saue     wyn     and     wommen,     no-thyng 

mighte  aswage 

His  hye  entente  in  armes  and  labour: 
So  was  he  ful  of  leonyn  corage. 
What  pris  were  it   to  hym,  though 

I    yow    tolde 
Of  Darius   and  an   hundred  thousand 

mo 
45  Of  kynges,  princes,  erles,  dukes  bolde, 


[B  3840—3868] 
Whiche    he    conquered,    and    broghte 

hem  in-to  wo  ? 
I    seye :    as   fer   as   man   may   ryde    or 

go, 
The    world    was     his— what    sholde    I 

moore  deuyse  ? 
ffor  though  I  write  or  tolde  yow  euere- 

mo 
Of    his    knyghthode,     it    myghte     nat  50 

suffise. 
Twelf    yeer     he     regned,     as     seith 

Machabee  ; 

Philippes   sone   of  Macidoyne   he  was, 
That    first    was    kyng    in    Grece    the 

contree. 

O   worthy,   gentil   Alisandre,   alias! 
That  euere  sholde  fallen  swich  a  casl  55 
Empoysoned  of  thyn  owene  folk  thou 

weere ! 

Thy  sys  ffortune  hath  turned  in-to  aas, 
A'nd   for    thee   ne   weep   she   neuer  a 

teere 1 
Who  shal  me  yeuen  teeris  to  com- 

pleyne 
The  deeth  of  gentillesse  and  of  ffran-  60 

chise, 
That    al    the    world    weelded    in     his 

demeyne  ? 
And  yet  hym  thoughte  it  myghte  nat 

suffise, 

So  ful  was  his  corage  of  heigh  emprise ! 
Alias  I  who  shal  me  helpe  to  endite 
ffalse  ffortune,  and  poyson  to  despise,  65 
The  whiche  two  of  al  this  wo  I  wyte? 
By  wisedom,  manhede,  and  by  greet 

labour  [^[De  lulio  Cesare 
ffrom  humble  bed  to  roial  magestee 
Vp  roos  he,  lulius  the  Conquerour, 
That  wan  al  thoccident,  by  land  and  70 

see, 
By    strengthe    of    hand,    or    elles    by 

tretee, 

And  vn-to  Rome  made  hem  tributarie; 
And  sitthe  of  Rome  the  emperour  was 

he, 
Til  that  ffortune  weex  his  aduersarie. 
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75  O  myghty  Cesar!  that  in  Thessalie 
Agayn  Pompeus,  fader  thyn  in  lawe, 
That  of  the  Orient  hadde  al[l]  the 

chiualrie 

As  fer  as  J)at  the  day  bigynneth  dawe, 
Thou  thurgh  thy  knyghthod  hast  hem 

take  and  slawe, 

80  Saue  fewe  folk  that  with  Pompeus  fledde, 
Thurgh  which  thou  puttest  al  thorient 

in  awe: 

Thanke    ffortune,     that    so    wel    thee 
spedde 1 

[^[Nota  de   Pompeyo 
If  But  now  a  litel  while  I  wol  biwaille 
This  Pompeus,  this  noble  gouernour 
85  Of    Rome,    which    that    fleigh    at    this 

bataille. 

I  seye :  oon  of  hise  men,  a  f als  traitour, 
His    heed    of   smoot    to    wynnen   hym 

fauour 

Of  lulius,  and  hym  the  heed  he  broghte. 

Alias,  Pompeye,  of  Jhorient  conquerour, 

90  That  ffortune  vn-tp  swich  a  fyn  thee 

broghte ! 

^[To  Rome  agayn  repaireth   lulius, 
With  his   triumphe  lauriat  ful  hye; 
But  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Cassius, 
That   euere    hadde   of   his    hye   estaat 

envye, 

95  fful  priuely  hath  maad  conspiracye 
Agayns  this  lulius  in  subtil  wise, 
And  caste  the  place  in  which  he  sholde 

dye 

With  fcoydekyns,  as  I  shal  yow  deuyse. 

This   lulius   to  the   Capitolie   wente 

00  Vpon  a  day,  as  he  was  wont  to  goon; 

And  in  the  Capitolie~anon  hym  hente 

This  false  Brutus  and  hise  othere  foon, 

And  stiked  hym  with  boydekyns  anoon 

With  many^a  wounde,  and  thus  they 

lete   hym   lye ; 
05  But    neuere    gronte    he    at    no    strook 

but    oon, 

Or  elles  at  two,   but  if  his  storie  lye. 

So  manly  was  this   lulius  of  herte, 

And  so  wel  louede   estaatly   honestee, 


*5375— 15435 

[B  3903—3929] 
That,     though    hise    deedly     woundes 

soore    smerte, 

His  mantel  ouer  hise  hypes  caste  he,   1 
ffor  no  man  sholde  seen  his  priuetee; 
And  as  he  lay  of  diyng  in  a  traunce, 
And  wiste  verraily  that  deed  was  hee, 
Of    honestee    yet    hadde    he     remem- 

braunce. 
Lucan,  to  thee  this  stone""* I  recom-   1 

mende, 

And  to  Swetoun,  and  [to]  Valerius  also, 
That  of  this  storie  writen  [w]ord  and 

ende, 
How   J)at   to   thise   grete   conqueroures 

two 

ffortune  was  first  freend,  and  sitthe  foo. 
No   man    ne   truste    vp-on    hir   fauour  2 

longe, 
But    haue    hir(e)    in    awayt    for    euere- 

moo! 
Witnesse    on    alle    thise    conqueroures 

stronge.  [^[Cresus 

This  riche   Cresus,  whilom  kyng  of 

Lyde, 
Of    whiche    Cresus    Cirus    soore    hym 

dradde, 
Yet    was    he    caught    amyddes    al    his  2 

pryde, 
And,    to    be    brent,    men    to    the    fyr 

hym  ladde. 
But  swich  a  reyn  doun  fro  the  welkne 

shadde, 
That    slow    the    fyr,    and    made    hym 

to   escape; 

But  to  be  war  no  grace  yet  he  hadde, 
Til  ffortune  on  the  galwes  made  hym  3 

yape. 
Whanne    he    escaped   was,    he    kan 

nat   stente 

ffor  to  bigynne  a  newe  werre  agayn. 
He  wende  wel,  for   jjat  ffortune  hym 

sente 
Swich  hap  that  he  escaped  thurgh  the 

rayn, 
That   of  hise  foos   he  myghte   nat  be  3 

slayn; 


15393.  B.  and  Cassius  Gl.  95.  had  C.P.L.  (Gl.).  15409.  so  sore  He.D.C.P.L.  16.  to 
Valerius  (Valirien  H.')  alle  1&\\.  (GL),  to  Valerie  Sk.  17.  ord  Gl.  18.  conqueroures  (-ys) 
G.C.H.4;  id.  22  (+  L.).  19.  a  foo  He.G.D.C.P.  23  ff.:  Ijauptfacfjl.  narf)  Bocc.,  1.  c.;  bod) 
aurf)  Rom.  Rose  3917  ff.;  togl.  Boeth.  II,  pr.  2.  24.  which  E.He.P.H.4 


[B  3930—3954] 

And    eek    a    sweuene    vp-on    a    nyght 

he  mette, 
Of  which    he   was   so   proud   and   eek 

so  fayn, 
That    in    vengeance    he    al    his    herte 

sette. 
Vp-on  a  tree  he  was — as  that  hym 

thoughte — 
40  Ther   luppiter   hym  wessh,   bothe  bak 

and   syde, 
And   Phebus   eek  a   fair  towaille  hym 

broughte 
To    drye[n]    hym    with,    and    therfore 

wax  his  pryde. 
And   to   his   doghter,    that   stood   hym 

bisyde, 
Which  J)at  he  knew   in  heigh  science 

habounde, 
45  He  bad  hir(e)  telle  hym  what  it  signy- 

fyde; 
And   she   his   dreem   bigan  right   thus 

expounde : 
'The    tree,'    quod    she,    'the    galwes 

is  to  meene, 

And  luppiter  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn, 
And  Phebus,  with  his  towaille  so  clene, 
50  Tho  been  the  sonne-bemes  for  to  seyn. 
Thou  shalt  anhanged  be,  fader,  certeyn ; 
Reyn  shal  thee  wasshe,  and  sonne  shal 

thee    drye.' 
Thus    warned    hym    ful    plat    and    eek 

ful  pleyn 
His    doghter,    which    that    called    was 

Phanye. 
55       An-hanged  was   Cresus,   the   proude 

kyng, 
His     roial     frone    myghte     hym     nat 

auaille. — 

Tragedie  is  noon  oother  maner  thyng, 

Ne   kan   in   syngyng   crie   ne   biwaille, 

But   that   ffortune  alwey  wole  assaille 

60  With  vnwar  strook  the  regnes  J)at  been 

proude. 
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~~[B  3955-6,  3565-85] 
ffor  whan   men   trusteth   hir(e),   thanne 


wol   she   faille, 
And    couere    hir    brighte    face    with   a 

clowde. 

fl[De  Petro   Rege   Ispannie 
O  noble,  o  worthy  Petrol  glorie~of 

Spayne, 
Whom   ffortune   heeld   so   hye   in   ma- 

gestee, 
Wei  oghten  men  thy  pitous  deeth  com-  65 

playne ! 
Out    of    thy    land    thy    brother    mad? 

thee    flee, 

And  after,  at  a  seege,  by  subtiltee 
Thou    were    bitraysed,    and    ladde    vn- 

to  his  tente, 
Where-as  he  with  his  owene  hand  slow 

thee, 
Succedynge   in   thy  regne   and  in  thy  70 

rente. 
The    'feeld    of    snow,'    with    thegle 

of  blak  ther-enne, 
Caught  with  the  lymerod,  coloured  as 

the   gleede, 
He  brew  this  cursednesse  and  al  this 

synne. 
The  'wikked  nest*  was  werker  of  this 

nede. 
Noght    Charles    Olyuer,    that    took   ay  75 

heede 
Of    trouthe    and    honour,    but    of    Ar- 

morike 

Genylon-Olyuer,   corrupt  for  meede, 
Broghte    this    worthy    kyng    in    swich 

a  brike. 

[f  De  Petro  Rege  the  Cipro 
O  worthy  Petro,  kyng  of  Cipre,  also, 
That  Alisandre  wan  by  heigh  maistrie!  80 
fful  many^an  hethen   wroghtestow  ful 

wo, 
Of    which    thyne    owene    liges    hadde 

envie, 
And  for  no-thyng,  but  for  thy  chiualrie 
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They    in    thy    bed    han    slayn-   thee   by 

the   morwe. 
85  Thus   kan  ffortune   hir   wheel   gouerne 

and   gye, 

And  out  of  ioye  brynge  men  to  sorwel 

[^[De  Barnabo  de  Lumbardia 

Of  [f  J  Melan  grete  Barnabo  Viscounte, 

God    of    delit    and    scourge    of    Lum- 

bardye I 
Why    sholde     I     nat     thyn     mfortune 

acounte, 
90  Sith   in   estaat  thow   cloumbe   were   so 

hye? 
Thy  brother  sone,  that  was  thy  double 

allye — 
ffor    he    thy    wevew    was    and    sone-in- 

lawe — 

With-mne  his  prisown  made  thee  to  dye, 
But   why,    ne    how?    noot    I    J)at   thou 

were   slawe. 

fl[De  Hugelino  Comite  de  Pize 
95        Of[fJ  the  Erl   Hugelyn  of  Pyze  the 

langour 

Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitee. 
But  litel  out  of  Pize  stant  a  tour, 
In  whiche  tour  in  prisown  put  was  he. 
And  with  hym  been  hise  litel  children 

thre; 
00  The    eldeste    scarsly    fyf    yeer    was    of 

age. 

Alias,   ffortune!    it   was    greet   crueltee 
Swiche  bryddes  for  to  putte  in  swich[e] 

a   cage! 
Dampned  was   he  to   dye[n]  in  that 

prisoun, 
ffor  Roger,   which  |)at   Msshop  was  of 

Pize, 

05  Hadde  on  hym  maad  a  fals  suggestiown, 
Thurgh  which  the  peple  gan  vpon  hym 

rise, 
And   putten   hym   to   prisown   in   swich 

wise 
As  ye  han  herd;  and  mete  and  drynke 

he    hadde 

So  smal,  that  wel  vnnetlie  it  may  suffise, 
10  And  therwith-al   it  was   ful  poure  and 
badde. 


And 


15484—15  537 
[B  3613-3639] 
bifil    J>at    in    that 


on    a    day 

hour 
Whan   bat   his   mete   wont   was   to   be 

broght, 
The    </ayler    shette    the    dores    of    the 

tour — 
He  herde  it  wel,  but  he  ne  spak  right 

noght. 

And  in  his  herte  anon  ther  fil  a  thoght 
That  they  for  hunger  wolde  doon  hym 

dyen. 
'Alias/    quod    he,    'alias,    that    I    was 

wroght !' 
Ther-with    the    teeris   fillen    from    hise 

[e]yen. 
His  yonge  sone,  that  thre  yeer  was 

of   age, 
Vn-to  hym  seyde,   '/fader  [fader],  why 

do  ye  wepe? 
Whanne  wol  the  #ayler   bryngen  oure 

potage  ? 
Is   ther   no  morsel    breed   that   ye   do 

kepe? 

I  am  so  hungry,  that  I  may  nat  slepe. 
Now  wolde  God  that  I  myghte  slepen 

euere ! 
Thanne     sholde     nat     hunger     in     my 

wombe    crepe — 
Ther   is    no-thyng   but    breed   that   me 

were    leuere.' 
Thus   day   by   day   this   child  bigan 

to   crye, 

Til  in  his  fadres  barm  adoun  it  lay, 
And  seyde  '/far[e]-wel,  fader,  I  moot 

dye!' 
And  kiste  his  fader,  and  dyde  the  same 

day. 

And  whan  the  woful  fader  deed  it  say, 
ffor  wo  hise  armes  two  he  gan  to  byte, 
And  seyde,  'Alias,  ffortune,  and  weyla- 

way ! 

Thy  false  wheel  my  wo  al  may  I  wyte !' 
Hise    children    wende    that     it    for 

hunger  was 
That  he  hise  armes  gnow,  and  nat  for 

wo, 
And   seyde,    '/fader,    do   nat   so,   alias! 


15495ff.:  f.  Dante,  Inferno  XXXIII,  13—75.  98.  whiche  P.L.H.4  15503.  dyen  E.He. 
09.  wel  He.G.D.H.4,  f.  E.P.,  31.  f.  C.L.  13—50.  SI.  fur  G.  14.  ne  Gl.,  f.  E.,  etc.  (Sk.). 
20.  fader  /  fader  E.He.D.  26.  but  E.He.D.,  sauf  (saue)  C.,  etc.  (Sk.). 


15  538— 15585 


21.  The  Nonnes  Preestes  Tale. 


309 


[63640—52,  3957—66] 

But  rather  et[e]  the  flessh  vp-on  vs  two. 

Oure   flessh    thou    yaf    vs,    tak[e]    oure 

flessh  vs  fro, 
40  And  et[e]   ynoghl' — right  thus  they  to 

hym  seyde. 

And  after  that,  with-inne  a  day  or  two, 
They  leyde  hem  in  his  lappe  adoun — 

and  deyde. 
Hym-self,  despeired,  eek  for  hunger 

starf : 

.     Thus  ended  is  this  myghty  Erl  of  Pize; 
45  ffrom  heigh  estaat  ffortune  awey  hym 

carf. 
Of  this  ^ragedie^it  oghte  ynough  suf- 

fise; 

Who-so  wol  here  it   in  a  lenger  wise, 
Redeth  the   grete   poete  of  Ytaille 
That  highte  Dant,  for  he  kan  al  deuyse 
50  ffro   point    to   point,    nat   o   word   wol 

he  faille. 
^Explicit  Tragedia. 

*§  Heere  stynteth  the  knyght  the  Monk 
of  his  tale. 


21.  The  Nonnes  Preestes  Tale. 

a)    ^[The     prologue    of    the     Nonnes 
preestes   tale. 

'Hoo,'    quod   the    A'nyght,    'good   sire, 

namoore   of  this  I 

That  ye  han  seyd  is  right  ynough,  ywis, 
And  muchel  moore;  for  litel  heuynesse 
Is  right  ynough  to  muche  folk,  I  gesse. 
55  I  seye  for  me  it  is  a  greet  disese, 
Where-as  men  han  been  in  greet  welthe 

and  ese, 

To  heeren  of  hir  sodeyn  fal,  alias! 
And   the    contrarie^is    ioye    and    greet 

solas, 
As    whan    a    man    hath    ben    in    poure 

estaat, 
60  And  clymbeth  vp,  and  wexeth  fortunat, 


[B  3967—3991] 

And  there  abideth  in   prosperitee : 
Swich  thyng  is  gladsom,  as  it  thynketh 

me, 
And  of  swich  thyng  were  goodly  for  to 

telle.' 
'Ye,'  quod  oure  hooste,  'by  seint  Poules 

belle! 
Ye    seye    right    sooth:    this    monk,    he  65 

clappeth  lowde; 
He  spak  how  "fortune  couered  with  a 

clowde" — 
^[1    noot    neuere   what — and    als[o]    of 

a  "fragedie" 
Right  now  ye  herde,   and,   pardee,  no 

remedie 

It  is  for  to   biwaille,  ne  compleyne 
That  J>at  is  doon,  and  als  it  is  a  peyne,  70 
As  ye  han  seyd,  to  heere  of  heuynesse. 
^[Sire  Monk,  namoore  of  this,  so  God 

yow  blesse! 
Youre  tale  anoyeth  al[l]  this  compaig- 

nye — 
Swich    talkyng    is    nat    worth    a  boter- 

.flye' 
ffor    ther-mne    is    ther    no    disport    ne  75 

game. 
*j"Wherfore,    sir(e)    Monk,    daun    Piers 

by  youre  name, 
I     praye    yow    hertely,    telle    vs    som- 

what    elles ! 
ffor    sikerly,    nere    clynkyng    of    youre 

belles,  ' 
That  on  your(e)  bridel  hange  on  euery 

syde, 

By  heuene  kyng,  that  for  vs  alle  dyde!  80V 
I    sholde   er  this    han  fallen   doun  for 

sleep, 
Al-thogh   the    slough   had    neuer   been 

so   deep — 
Thanne  hadde  youre  tale  al  be  toold 

in  veyn. 

ffor  certeinly,  as  that  thise  clerkes  seyn, 
"Where-as  a  man  may  haue  noon  au-  8S 

dience, 
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[B  3992—4017] 

Noght  helpeth  it  to  tellen  his  sentence." 
As  wel  I  woot  the  substance  is  in  me, 
If  any-thyng  shal  wel  reported  be. 
Sire,  seye  somwhat  of  huntyng,  I  yow 

preye.' 
90  ^f'Nay,'   quod  this   Monk,   'I   haue  no 

lust    to    pleye ! 

Now  lat  another  telle,  as  I  haue  toold.' 
Thanne    spak    oure    hoost    with    rude 

speche  and  boold, 
And    seyde    vn-to    the    Nonnes    preest 

anon : 
'Com    neer,    thou    preest,    com    hyder, 

thou  sire  lohnl 
95  Telle    vs    swich    thyng    as    may    oure 

hertes   glade. 
Be   blithe,   though   thou   ryde  vp-on  a 

iade  ; 
What  thogh  thyn  hors  be  bothe  foul[e] 

and  lene, 
If    he    wol    serue    thee,    rekke    nat    a 

bene — 
Looke  that  thyne  herte  be  murie  euere- 

mo!' 
00  ^f'Yis,    sire,'    quod    he,    'yis,    hoost,    so 

moote   I  go, 

But  I  be  myrie,'~tywis  I  wol  be  blamed.' 
And  right  anon  his  tale  he  hath  attain 
ed, 

And  thus  he  seyde  vn-to  vs  euerichon, 
This   sweete   preest,    this   goodly  man, 

sire    lohn: 

<[  Explicit. 

b)    ^[Heere    bigynneth    the    Nonnes 

Preestes   tale   of  the   Cok   and   Hen 

Chauntecleer   and    Pertelote. 

05  A  poure  wydwe,  somdel  stape  in  age, 
Was  whilom  dwellyng  in  a  narwe  cotage, 
Beside  a  greue,  stondynge  in  a  dale. 
This  wydwe,  of  which  I  telle  yow 

my   tale, 
Syn  thilke  day  that  she  was  last  a  wyf, 

10  In  pacience  ladde  a  ful  symple  lyf, 
ffor  litel  was  hir  catel  and  hir  rente; 


[B  4018—4046] 
By  housbondrie  of  swich  as  God  hir(e) 

sente 
She     foond     hir-self     and     eek      hire 

doghtren   two. 

Thre  large  sowes  hadde  she,  and  namo, 
Three  keen  and  eek  a  sheep,  J)at  highte 

Malle. 
fful  sooty  was  hir  bour  and  eek  hir[e] 

halle, 
In  which  she  eet  ful  many~a  sklendre 

meel. 
Of   poynant    sauce    hire    neded    neuer- 

a-deel, 
No  deyntee  morsel  passed  thurgh  hir 

throte ; 

Hir  diete  was  accordant  to  hir  cote. 
Replecciown  ne  made  hir(e)  neuere  sik; 
Attempree  diete  was  al  hir  phisik, 
And   exercise,    and   hertes    suffisaunce. 
The    goute    lette    hir(e)    no-thyng    for 

to   daunce, 

Napoplexie   shente   nat   hir    heed; 
No   wyn   ne    drank    she,   neither   whit 

ne  reed. 
Hir  bord  was  serued  moost  with  whit 

and  blak: 
Milk  and   broun   breed,    in   which   she 

foond  no  lak, 
Seynd  fcacown,  and  somtyme  an  ey  or 

tweye, 

ffor  she  was,  as  it  were,  a  maner  deye. 
^[A  yeerd  she  hadde,  enclosed  al  aboute 
With  stikkes,  and  a  drye  dych  with- 

oute, 

In  which  she  hadde  a  cok,  heet  Chaun 
tecleer. 
In    al    the    land    of    crowyng   nas    his 

peer; 
His  voys  was  murier  than  the  murie^or- 

gon, 

On  wessedayes  that  in  the  chirche  gon. 
Wel  sikerer  was  his  crowyng  in  his 

logge 

Than  is  a  clokke  or  an  abbey-orlogge. 
By  nature  he  fcrcew  ech[e]  ascencioun 
Of  the  equynoxial  in  thilke  toun; 
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ffor    whan    degrees    fiftene    were[n]    a- 

scended, 
Thanne   crew   he,   that    it   myghte  nat 

been  amended. 
His   coomb    was   redder   than  the  fyn 

coral 

And  batailled,  as  it  were  a  castel-wal; 
45  His    byle   was    blak,    and    as    the   ieet 

it  shoon; 
Lyk  asure   were  hise  legges  and  hise 

toon, 

Hise  nayles  whiter  than  the  lylye  flour, 
And  lyk  the  burned  gold  was  his  colour. 
This  gentil  cok  hadde  in  his  gouern- 

aunce 
50  Seuene    hennes,    for    to    doon    al    his 

plesaunce, 
Whiche    were     hise    sustres    and    hise 

paramours, 

And  wonder  lyk  to  hym,  as  of  colours, 
Of  whiche  the  faireste  hewed  on  hir 

throte 

Was  cleped  fair[e]  damoysele  Pertelote. 
55  Curteys  she  was,  discreet,  and  debon- 

aire, 
And    compaignable,    and    bar    hyr-self 

so  faire 
Syn  thilke  day  J>at  she  was  seuen-nyght 

oold, 

That  trewely  she  hath  the  herte  in  hoold 

Of  Chauntecleer,   loken  in   euery  lith; 

60  He  loued  hir(e)  so,  J>at  wel  was  hym 

therwith. 
But  swich[e]  a  ioye  was  it  to  here  hem 

synge, 
Whan  J)at  the  brighte  sonne  bigan  to 

sprynge, 
In  sweete  accord:  'My  lief  is  faren  in 

londe !' 
ffor    thilke    tyme,    as    I    haue    vnder- 

stonde, 
65  Beestes  and  briddes  koude  speke  and 

synge. 

^[And  so  bifel  that  in  the  dawenynge, 
As  Chauntecleer  among  hise  wyues  alle 
Sat  on  his  perche,  that  was  in  the  halle, 
And  next  hym  sat  this  faire  Pertelote, 


|B  4076—4103] 
This   Chauntecleer   gan  gronen   in  his  70 

throte, 
As  man  J)at  in  his  dreem  is  drecched 

soore. 
^[And  whan  that  Pertelote  thus  herde 

hym  roore, 
She   was    agast,    and    seyde,    '0    herte 

deere, 
What    eyleth    yow    to    grone    in    this 

manere  ? 

Ye  been  a  verray  sleper — fy  for  shame !'  75 
^[And  he   answerde,   and   seyde  thus: 

'Madame, 

I  praye  yow  that  ye  take  it  nat  agrief! 
By  God,  me  thoughte   I  was  in  swich 

meschief 
Right  now,  J)at  yet  myn  herte  is  soore 

af  right. 
Now    God,'    quod    he,     'my    sweuene  80 

recche  aright, 

And  kepe  my  body  out  of  foul  prisoun  1 
Me  mette   how  that    I   romed  vp  and 

doun 
With-inne  oure  yeerd,  wheer-as  I  saugh 

a   beest 
Was   lyk   an   hound,    and    wolde    han 

maad    areest 

Vpon  my  body,  and  han  had  me  deed.  85 
His  colour  was  bitwixe  yelow  and  reed, 
And   tipped    was    his    tayl    and    bothe 

hise    eeris 
With  blak,  vnlyk  the  remenant  of  hise 

heeris  ; 
His  snowte  smal,  with  glowynge  [ejye'n 

tweye — 
Yet   of   his   look   for   feere   almoost   I  90 

deye. 

This  caused  me  my  gronyng  doutelees.' 
^f'Avoy!'  quod  she,  'fy  on  yow,  herte- 

lees! 
Alias!'    quod    she,    'for,    by    that    God 

aboue ! 
Now  han  ye  lost  myn  herte  and  al  my 

loue. 

I  kan  nat  loue  a  coward,  by  my  feithl  95 
ffor  certes,  what-so  any  woman  seith, 
We  alle   desiren,  if  it  myghte  bee, 
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[B  4104—4133] 

To   ban   housbondes   hardy,    wise,   and 

free, 

And  secree,  and  no  wygard,  ne  no  fool, 

00  Ne    hym    J)at    is    agast    of    euery   tool, 

Ne  noon  auauntour,  by  that  God  aboue! 

How  dorste  ye  seyn — for  shame! — vn- 

to  youre  loue 
That     any-thyng     myghte     make     yow 

aferd? 
Haue    ye    no    mannes    herte,    and    han 

a  berd? 
05  ^[ Alias!   and  konne  ye   been  agast  of 

sweuenys  ? 
No-thyng,    God    woot,    but    vanitee    in 

sweuene    is. 

Sweuenes  engendren  of  replecciozms, 
And  ofte  of  fume,  and  of  complecciowns, 
Whan  humours  been  to  habundant  in 

a  wight. 
10  ^[Certes,    this    dreem,    which    ye    han 

met    to-nyght, 

Cometh  of  the  grete  superfluytee 
Of  youre  rede  colera,  pardee! 
Which  causeth  folk  to  dreden  in  hir 

dremes 

Of  arwes,  and  of  fyre  with  rede  lemes; 

15  Of  rede  beestes,  that  they  wol  hem  byte, 

Of  contekes,  and  of  whelpes  grete  and 

lyte; 

Right  as  the  humour  of  walencolie 
Causeth  ful  many~a  man  in  sleep  to 

crie, 

ffor  feere  of  blake  beres  or  boles  blake, 

20  Or  elles  blake  deueles  wole  hem  take. 

^[Of    othere    humours    koude    I    telle 

also, 
That    werken    many~a    man    in    sleep 

ful   wo, 

But  I  wol  passe  as  lightly  as  I  kan. 
LO  Catown,  which  J)at  was  so  wys  a 

man, 
25  Seyde    he    nat    thus :    "JVc    do    no   fors 

of    dremes  ?" 
^[Now,  sire,'  quod  she,   'whan  we  flee 

fro  the  bemes, 
ffor  Goddes  loue,  as  taak  som  laxatyf! 


[B  4134—4165] 

Vp  peril  of  my  soule  and  of  my  lyf, 
I  conseille  yow  the  beste,  I  wol  nat 

lye, 

That  bothe  of  colere  and  of  ??zalencolye 
Ye  purge  yow,  and  for  ye  shal  nat  tarie, 
Though  in  this  toun  is  noon  apothe- 

carie, 

I  shal  my-self  to  herbes  techen  yow 
That  shul  been  for  your(e)  hele  and 

for  your(e)  prow; 
And  in  oure  yeerd  tho  herbes  shal  I 

fynde, 
The    whiche    han    of    hir(e)    propretee 

by    kynde 

To  purge  yow  bynethe  and  eek  aboue. 
fforyet  nat  this,  for  Goddes  owene  loue ! 
Ye  been  ful  coleryk  of  compleccioim ; 
Ware  the  sonne  in   his  ascensiown 
Ne  fynd[e]  yow  nat  repleet  of  humours 

hoote ! 

And  if  it  do,  I  dar  wel  leye  a  grote, 
That  ye  shul  haue  a  ffeuere  terciane, 
Or  an  agu,  that  may  be  youre  bane. 
A  day  or  two  ye  shul  haue  digestyues 
Of  wormes,  er  ye  take  youre  laxatyues 
Of  lawriol,  centaur(e),  and  ffumetere. 
Or  elles  of  ellebor,  that  groweth  there, 
Of  katapuce,  or  of  ijraitrys  beryis, 
Of  herbe  yue  growyng  in  oure  yeerd, 

ther  mery^is; 
Pekke   hem   [vp]   right   as  they  growe, 

and    et[e]    hem    yn. 
Be  myrie,  housbonde,  for  youre  fader 

kyn! 
Dredeth    no    dreem — I    kan    seye    yow 

namoore.' 
'Madame/   quod   he,    'graunt    mercy  of 

youre  loore! 
But  nathelees,  as  touchyng  Daun  Ca- 

toun, 
That    hath    of   wysdom    swich    a  greet 

renoun, 
Though    that    he    bad    no    dremes    for 

to    drede, 

By  God!  men  may  in  olde  bookes  rede 
Of  many^a  man  moore  of  auctorite 
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[B  4166—4199] 
60  Than    euere    Caton    was — so    mootc    I 

thee! — 

That  al  the  reuers  seyn  of  this  sentence, 
And    han    wel   founden    by    experience 
That  dremes  been  significaciowns 
As  wel  of  ioye.  as  of  tribulaciowns 
65  That  folk  enduren  in  this  lif  present. 
Ther  nedeth  make  of  this  noon  argu 
ment, 

The  verray  preeue  sheweth  it  in  dede. 
^[Oon  of  the  gretteste  auctour  hat  men 

rede 
Seith    thus :    hat    whilom    two    felawes 

wente 

70  On  pilgrimage  in  a  fu4  good  entente. 
And  happed  so  they  coomen  in  a  toun, 
Wher-as  ther  was  swich  congregacioun 
Of  peple,  and  eek  so  streit  of  herberg- 

age, 
That   they   ne   founde   as   muche   as   o 

cotage 
75  In   which    they   bothe    myghte    logged 

bee; 

Wherfore  they  mosten  of  necessitee, 
As  for  that  nyght,  departen  compaignye ; 
And  ech  of  hem  gooth  to  his  hostelrye, 
And  took  his  loggyng  as  it  wolde  falle. 
80  That  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalle, 
f fer  in  a  yeerd,  with  oxen  of  the  plough ; 
That  oother  man  was  logged  wel 

ynough, 

As  was   his  auenture    or   his   f  fortune, 

That  vs  gouerneth  alle  as  in  commune. 

85  ^  And  so  bifel  hat,  longe  er  it  were  day, 

This    man    mette    in    his    bed,    ther-as 

he  lay, 

How  hat  his  felawe  gan  vp-on  hym  calle, 
And  seyde,  "Alias  I  for  in  an  oxes  stalle 
This  nyght  I  shal  be  mordred  ther  I 

lye. 

90  Now  help  me,  deere  brother,  or  I  dye — 
In  alle  haste  com  to  me  I"  he  sayde. 
•[This  man  out  of  his  sleep  for  feere 

abrayde. 

But  whan  that  he  was  wakened  of  his 
sleep, 


[B  4200—4231] 

He  turned  hym,  and  took  of  it  no  keep; 
Hym  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  a  95 

vanitee. 

Thus  twies  in  his  slepyng  dremed  hee, 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  hym  thoughte,  and  seide., 

"I    am    now   slawe! 
Bihoold  my  bloody  woundes  depe  and 

wyde ! 

Arys  vp  erly  in  the  morwe-tyde,  00 

And    at    the    West-gate    of    the    toun," 

quod  he, 

"A  carte  ful  of  donge  ther  shaltow  se, 
In  which  my  &ody~is   hid  ful  priuely; 
Do    thilke    carte    arresten    boldely. 
My    gold    caused    my    mordre,    sooth  05 

to   sayn" — 
And    tolde    hym    euery    point    how    he 

was   slayn, 

With  a  ful  pitous  face,  pale  of  hewe, 
And,  truste  wel,  his  dreem  he  foond 

ful    trewe. 
ffor  on  the  monve,  as  soone  as  it  was 

day, 

To   his    felawes   in    he   took   the   way;   10 
And    whan    hat    he    cam    to    this    oxes 

stalle, 

After  his   felawe   he   bigan  to   calle. 
lrThe  hostiler  answerde  hym  anon, 
And  seyde,  "$ire,  youre  felawe  is  agon; 
As  soone  as  day  he  wente  out  of  the  15 

toun." 

^[This  man  gan  fallen  in  suspecioun, 
Remembrynge  on  hise  dremes  bat  he 

mette ; 
And  forth  he  gooth — no  lenger  wolde 

he    lette— 
Vn-to   the   westgate   of   the   toun,   and 

fond 

A  dong-carte,  as  it  were  to  donge  lond,  20 
That   was    arrayed   in   that   same   wise 
As  ye  han  herd  the  dede  man  deuyse; 
And   with   an   hardy    herte   he   gan   to 

crye 

Vengeance  and  mstice  of  this  feionye : — 
"My  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  nyght,  25 
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(B  4232—4260] 

And  in  this  carte   [heere]  he  lith  gap- 

yng  vpright ! 

I  crye  out  on  the  rainistres,"  quod  he, 
"That  sholden  kepe  and  reulen  this 

citee : 
Harrow!    alias!    heere   lith   my   felawe 

slayn!" 
30  What   sholde    I    moore   vn-to  this   tale 

sayn? 
The    peple    out   sterte,    and   caste    the 

cart   to    grounde, 
And  in  the  myddel  of  the  donge  they 

founde 
The   dede  man,   that   mordred  was   al 

newe. 
O    blisful    God,    that    art    so   iust   and 

trewe!  [^Auctor 

35  Lo,  how[e]  ])at  thou  biwreyest  mordre 

alway  I 

Mordre  wol  out,  that  se  we  day  by  day; 
Mordre  is  so  wlatsom  and  abhomynable 
To  God,  that  is  so  iust  and  resonable, 
That  he  ne  wol  nat  suffre  it  heled  be, 
40  Though  it  abyde  a  yeer,  or  two,  or 

thre— 

Mordre  wol  out,  this  my  conclusioun ! 
And  right  anon  winistres  of  that  toun 
Han  hent  the  carter,  and  so  soore  hym 

pyned, 

Ank  eek  the  hostiler  so  soore  engyned, 
45  That    they    biknewe    hir    wikkednesse 

anon, 

And  were  an-hanged  by  the  nekke-bon. 
^f  Heere  may  men  seen  Jmt  dremes 

been  to  drede; 

And  certes,  in  the  same  book  I  rede, 

Right  in  the  nexte  chapitre  after  this — 

SO  I  gabbe  nat,  so  haue  I  ioye  or  blis — : 

Two  men  that  wolde  han  passed  ouer 

see, 

ffor  certeyn  cause,  in-to  a  fer  contree, 
If  that  the  wynd  ne  hadde  been  con- 

trarie, 
That  made  hem  in  a  citee  for  to  tarie. 


[B  4261—4286] 
That  stood  ful  myrie'~Vpon  an  hauen-  55 

syde. 

But  on  a  day,  agayn  the  euen-tyde, 
The  wynd  gan  chaunge,  and  blew  right 

as    hem    leste. 
lolif   and    glad   they    wente    vn-to    hir 

reste, 

And  casten  hem  ful  erly  for  to  saille. 
<fBut  [herkneth]  to  that  o  mon  fil  a  60 

greet  meruaille: 
That   oon   of   hem,    in   slepyng   as   he 

lay, 
Hym    mette    a    wonder    dreem    agayn 

the  day; 
Him    thoughte    a    man    stood    by    his 

beddes  syde, 
And    hym    comanded    J>at    he    sholde 

abyde, 
And  seyde  hym  thus :  "If  thou  tomorwe  65 

wende 
Thow  shalt   be   dreynt — my   tale   is  at 

an  ende." 
f[He  wook,  and  tolde  his  felawe  what 

he    mette, 

And  preyde  hym  his  viage  to  lette; 
As  for  that  day,  he  preyde  hym  to 

byde. 
^[His   felawe,   that  lay   by  his  beddes  70 

syde, 
Gan  for  to  laughe,   and  scorned  hym 

ful    faste. 
"No  dreem,"   quod  he,   "may  so   myn 

herte   agaste, 

That  I  wol  lette  for  to  do  my  thynges. 
I  sette  nat  a  straw  by  thy  dremynges; 
ffor  sweuenes  been  but  vanytees  and  75 

^apes. 

Men  dreme  al  day  of  owles  or  of  'apes, 
A'nd   of  many~a   maze   ther-with-al ; 
Men  dreme   of  thyng  J>at  neuere  was 

ne  shal. 
But   sith    I    see    that   thou   wolt   heere 

abyde, 
And  thus  forslewthen  wilfully  thy  tyde,  80 
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God    woot,    it    reweth    me,    and    haue 

good   day." 
And  thus  he  took  his  leue,  and  wente 

his   way. 
But   er   J>at    he    hadde    half   his   cours 

yseyled — 
Noot  I  nat  why,  ne  what  myschaunce 

it    eyled — 

85  But  casuelly  the  shippes  botme  rente, 
And   ship   and   man    vnder   the   water 

wente, 

In  sighte  of  othere  shippes  it  bisyde, 

That  with  hem  seyled  at  the  same  tyde. 

And  therfore,  faire  Pertelote  so  deere, 

90  By  swiche  ensamples  olde  yet  maistow 

leere 

That  no  man  sholde  been  to  recchelees 
Of  dremes,  for  I  seye  thee,  doutelees, 
That  many~a  dreem  ful  score  is  for  to 

drede. 

LO !  in  the  lyf  of  seint  J£enelm  I  rede, 
95  That   was   Jfenulphus   sone,   the  noble 

kyng 
Of  Mercenrike,   how  JKenelm   mette  a 

thyng; 

A  lite  er  he  was  mordred,  on  a  day, 

His   mordre    in   his    ouysiown   he    say. 

His   worice   hym   expowned    euery-deel 

00  His  sweuene,  and  bad  hym  for  to  kepe 

hym    weel 
ifro  traisown,  but  he  nas  but  .VII.  yeer 

oold; 

And   therfore   litel   tale   hath   he  toold 

Of  any  dreem,  so  hooly  ivas  his  herte. 

By  God  !  I  hadde  leuere  than  my  sherte 

05  That    ye    hadde    rad    his    legende,    as 

haue    I. 

Dame    Pertelote,    I  seye   yow    trewely : 
Macrobeus,  that  writ  the  avisicwn 
In  Affrike  of  the  worthy  Cipiown, 
Affermeth  dremes,  and  seith  J)at  they 

been 
10  Warnynge    of   thynges   J)at    men   after 

seen. 


[B  4317—4346] 
^1  And  forther-moore,  I  pray?  yow,  look- 

eth  wel 

In  the  Olde  Testament  of  Daniel, 
If  he  heeld  dremes  any  vanitee. 
^[Reede  eek  of  loseph,  and  ther  shul 

ye  see 
Wher  dremes  be  somtyme — I  seye  nat  15 

alle— 
Warnynge    of    thynges    J>at    shul    after 

falle. 
*[[Looke    of    Egipte    the    kyng    daun 

Pharao, 

His  fraker   and   his   Zmtiller  also, 
Wher    they    ne    felte    noon    effect    in 

dremes. 
Who-so    wol    seke[n]    actes    of    sondry  20 

remes, 
May  rede  of  dremes   many^a  wonder 

thyng. 
^[Lo   Cresus,   which  J>at   was  of  Lyde 

kyng! 

Mette  he  nat  that  he  sat  vp-on  a  tree, 
Which   signified    he    sholde    anhanged 

bee? 

^[Lo  heere  Awdromacha,  Ectores  wyf!  25 
That   day   that   Ector   sholde   lese   his 

lyf, 

She  dremed  on  the  same  nyght  biforn 
How  J)at   the   lyf   of  Ector  sholde  be 

lorn[e], 

If  thilke   day  he  wente  in-to  bataille. 
She   warned   hym,   but   it   myghte  nat  30 

auaille  ; 

He   wente   for  to   fighte   natheles, 
But  he  was   slayn  anon  of  Achilles — 
But  thilke  tale  is  al  to  longe  [for]  to 

telle, 

And  eek  it  is  ny  day — I  may  nat  dwelle. 
Shortly  I  seye,  as  for  conclusio-wn,          35 
That   I  shal   han   of  this   ouiskmn 
Aduersitee,  and   I  seye  forthermoor 
That  I  ne  telle  of  laxatyues  no  stoor, 
ffor  they  been  venymes,  I  woot  it  weel — 
I  hem  cliff  ye,  I  loue  hem  neuer-a-deel !  40 
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[B  4347-4374] 

^[Now    let    vs    speke    of    myrthe,    and 

stynte  al  this. 

Madame   Pertelote,   so   haue    I  blis! 
Of   o  thyng    God   hath   sent  me   large 

grace; 
ffor  whan    I  se   the    beautee   of   youre 

face, 
45  Ye  been  so  scarlet  reed  aboute  youre 

[ejyen, 

It  maketh   al   my   drede   for   to   dyen; 
ffor  al-so  siker  as   "In  principio 
Mulier  est  hominis   confusio — ' 
^[Madame,  the  sentence  of  this  latyn  is: 
50  "Womman  is  mannes  ioye  and  al  his 

blis." 
ffor  whan  I  feele  a-nyght  your(e)  softe 

syde, 

Al  be  it  that  I  may  nat  on  yow  ryde, 
ffor  J>at  oure  perche  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alias  !— 

I  am  so  ful  of  ioye  and  of  solas, 
55  That  I  diffye  bothe  sweuene  and  dreem.' 
And  with  that  word  he  fley  doun  fro  the 

beem, 
ffor  it  was  day,   and  eke   hise  hennes 

alle; 
And  with  a  chuk  he  gan  hem  for  to 

calle, 
ffor    he    hadde    found    a  corn    lay    in 

the    yerd. 

60  Real  he  was,  he  was  namoore  aferd, 
And  fethered  Pertelote  twenty  tyme, 
And  tradde  hir(e)  dee  as  ofte  er  it  was 

pryme. 

He  looketh   as   it  were  a  grym  leoun, 
And   on    hise   toos    he   rometh   vp  and 

doun; 
65  Hym  deigned  nat  to  sette  his  foot  to 

grounde. 
He    chukketh    whan    he    hath    a  corn 

y-founde, 
And  to  hym  rennen  thanne  hise  wyues 

alle. 
Thus  roial,  as  a  prince  is  in  an  halle, 


[B  4375—4402] 

Leue  I  this  Chauntecleer  in  his  pasture, 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  auenture.          7 
Whan    JDat    the    wonthe    in    which    the 

world  bigan, 
That    highte    March,    whan    God    first 

maked  man, 

Was  compleet,  and  passed  were  also, 
Syn  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and 

two, 

Bifel  that  Chauntecleer  in  ai  his  pryde,  7 
Hise    seuene    wyues    walkynge    by    his 

syde, 
Caste    vp    hise    [e]yen    to    the    brighte 

sonne, 
That    in    the    signe    of    Taurus    hadde 

yronne 
Twenty  degrees  and  oon,  and  som-what 

moore, 
And    knew    by    kynde,    and    by    noon  8 

oother   loore, 
That    it    was    pryme,    and    crew    with 

blisful    steuene. 
'The    sonne,'    he    seyde,    'is    clomben 

vp   on   heuene 
ffourty    degrees    and    oon,    and    moore 

ywis; 

Madame  Pertelote,  my  worldes  blis, 
Herkneth  thise  blisful  briddes  how  they  8 

synge, 
And   se   the  fresshe   floures   how   they 

sprynge ! 

fful  is  myn  herte  of  reuel  and  solas.' 
But  sodeynly  hym  fil  a  sorweful  cas, 
ffor  euere  the  latter  ende  of  ioye  is 

wo. 
God   woot    JDat    worldly    ioye    is    soone  9 

ago, 

And  if  a  rethor  koude  faire  endite, 
He  in  a  cronycle  saufly  myghte  it  write, 
As    for    a  souereyn   notabilitee. 
Now  euery  wys  man,  lat  hym  herkne 

me! 

This  storie^is  also  trewe,   I  vndertake,  9 
As  is  the  book  of  .Launcelot  de  .Lake, 
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[B  4403—4436] 

That  wommen  holde  in  ful  greet  reuer- 

ence. — 

Now  wol  I  -come  agayn  to  my  sentence. 
A  colfox,   ful   of   sly  miquitee, 
00  That  in  the  groue  hadde  wonned  yeres 

three, 

By   heigh    ymaginaciozm   forn-cast, 
The  same  nyght  thurgh-out  the  hegges 

brast 
In-to   the   yerd,   ther    Chauntecleer  the 

faire 
Was   wont,   and  eek   his  wyues,   to  re- 

paire; 

05  And  in  a  bed  of  wortes  stille  he  lay, 
Til  it  was  passed  vndren  of  the  day, 
Waitynge  his  tyme  on  Chauntecleer  to 

falle, 

As  gladly  doon  thise  homycides  alle 
That  in  await  liggen  to  mordre  men. 
10  O  false  mordrour,  lurkynge  in  thy  den  I 
O  newe  Scariot,  newe  Genylon! 
ffalse    dissywilour,    o  Greek    $ynon, 
That    broghtest    Troye    al    outrely    to 

sorwe ! 

O  Chauntecleer!  acursed  be  that  morwe 
15  That   thou   in-to   that   yerd  flaugh  fro 

the  bemes! 
Thou    were    ful   wel    ywarned    by   thy 

dremes 

That  thilke  day  was   perilous  to  thee. 
But  what  J>at  God  forwoot  moot  nedes 

bee, 

After   the   opiniown   of   certein   clerkis. 
20  Witnesse  on  hym  that  any  parfit  clerk 

is, 

That  in  scole  is  greet  altercaciown 
In  this  mateere,  and  greet  disputiso-wn, 
And  hath  been  of  an  hundred  thousand 

men. 
But  I  ne  kan  nat  bulte  it  to  the  bren, 

25  As  kan  the  hooly  doctour  Augustyn, 
Or  Boece,  or  the  Bisshop  Bradwardyn, 
Wheither  that  Goddes  worthy  forwityng 
Streyneth  me  nedely  to  doon  a  thyng — 
Nedcly  clepe  I  symple  necessitee — , 

30  Or  elles,  if  free  choys  be  graunted  me 


ll>  4437—4466] 

To  do  that  same  thyng,  or  do  it  noght, 
Though  God  forwoot  it   er  }jat  it  was 

wroght ; 

Or  if  his  wityng  streyneth  neuer-a-deel 
But    by    necessitee    condicioneel — 
I  wil  nat  han  to  do  of  swich  mateere :  35 
My  tale  is  of  a  cok,  as  ye  may  heere, 
That  took  his  conseil  of  his  wyf  with 

sorwe, 

To  walken  in  the  yerd  vpon  that  morwe 
That  he  hadde  met  that  dreem  ])at  I 

of    tolde. 

Wommennes  conseils  been  ful  oftecolde;  40 
Wommannes    conseil    broghte   vs    first 

to  wo, 

And  made  Adam   fro   Paradys   to  go, 
Ther-as  he  was  ful  myrie~and  wel  at 

ese. 
But  for — I    noot  to   whom — it   myghte 

displese, 

If  I  conseil  of  wommen  wolde  blame,  45 
I'asse  ouer!  for  I  seyde  it  in  my  game. 
Rede    auctours    wher(e)    they    trete    of 

swich  mateere, 
And  what  they  seyn  of  wommen  ye  may 

heere : 
Thise  been  the  cokkes  wordes,  and  nat 

myne — 

I  kan  no  harm  of  no  womman  diuyne.  50 
Faire    in    the    soond,    to    bathe    hir(e) 

myrily, 
Lith  Pertelote,   and  alle   hir(e)  sustres 

by, 

Agayn    the    sonne,    and    Chauntecleer 

so  free 
Soong  murier   than   the   wermayde   in 

the  see; 

ffor  Phisiologus  seith  sikerly  55 

How  J)at  they  syngen  wel  and  myrily. 
•[And   so    bifel   that,    as    he   caste   his 

[c]ye 

Among  the  wortes  on  a  fcoterflye, 
He  was   war  of  this   fox,   jpat  lay  ful 

lowe. 
No-thyng  ne  liste   hym   thanne  for  to  60 

crowe, 
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[B  4495—4523] 
He    wolde    so    peyne    hym,    that    with 

bothe   hise    [ejye'n 
He   moste   wynke,   so   loude   he  wolde  < 

cryen, 
And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  ther-with- 

And  strecche  forth  his  nekke  long  and 

smal. 

And  eek  he  was  of  swich  discreciotm, 
That  ther  nas  no  man  in  no  regiown 
That  hym  in  song  or  wisedom  myghte  < 

passe. 
I   haue   wel   rad   in   "daun   Burnel  the 

Asse," 
Among  hise  vers,   how   that   ther  was 

a  cok, 
ffor   that   a  preestes   sone   yaf   hym   a 

knok 
Vp-on  his  leg,  whil  he  was  yong  and 

nyce, 

He  made  hym  for  to  lese  his  benefice.  C 
But  certeyn,  ther  nys  no  comparisotm 
Bitwixe  the  wisedom  and  discreciown 
Of  youre  fader,  and  of  his  subtiltee. 
Now  syngeth,  sire,  for  seinte  charitee! 
Lat  se,  konne  ye  youre  fader  countre-  C 

fete?' 
^[  This  Chauntecleer  hise  wynges  gan  to 

bete, 
As   man   J>at   koude    his    traysown   nat 

espie : 

So  was  he  rauysshed  with  his  flaterye. 
Alias,  ye  lordes!  many^a  fals  flatour 
Is  in  youre  courtes,  and  many^a  1 

losengeour 
That   plesen   yow   wel   moore,    by   my 

feith! 
Than  he  that  soothfastnesse  vn-to  yow 

seith. 

Redeth   Ecclesiaste   of  f  flaterye; 
Beth  war,  ye  lordes,  of  hir  trecheryel 
^jfThis    Chauntecleer   stood   hye    vp-on  1 

his  toos, 
Strecchynge  his  nekke,  and  heeld  hise 

[e]yen   cloos, 
And  gan  to  crowe  loude  for  the  nones. 


[B  4467—4494] 

But  cride  anon,   'cok  cok',  and  vp  he 

sterte, 

As  man  that  was  af frayed  in  his  herte; 
ffor  natureelly  a  beest  desireth  flee 
ffro    his    contrarie,    if    he    may    it    see, 
65  Though   he   neuer   erst   hadde   seyn   it 

with  his   [e]ye. 
^[This  Chauntecleer,  whan  he  hym  gan 

espye, 
He  wolde   han  fled,   but  that  the  fox 

anon 
Seyde,    'Gentil    sire,    alias!    wher    wol 

ye    gon  ? 
Be  ye  affrayed  of  me  that  am  youre 

freend  ? 

70  Now  certes,  I  were  worse  than  a  feend, 
If  I  to  yow  wolde  harm  or  vileynye. 
I  am  nat  come  youre  conseil  for  tespye, 
But  trewely,  the  cause  of  my  comynge 
Was  oonly  for  to  herkne  how  that  ye 

synge. 

75  ffor  trewely,  ye  haue  as  myrie^a  steuene 
As  any  oungel  hath  that  is  in  heuene. 
Ther-with  ye  han  in  musyk  moore  feel- 

ynge 
Than   hadde    Boece,   or    any   jmt   kan 

synge. 
My   lord   youre   fader — God    his   soule 

blesse! — 
80  And    eek    youre    mooder,    of   hir   gen- 

tillesse, 
Han  in  myn  hous  ybeen  to  my  greet 

ese, 
And  certes,  sire,  ful  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plese. 
^[But   for    men   speke    of   syngyng,    I 

wol    [yow]    seye — 
So  moote   I   brouke   wel   myne   [ejye'n 

tweye ! — 
85  Saue    yow,    I    herde    neuere    man    yet 

synge 
As   dide   youre  fader   in  the   morwen- 

ynge. 

Certes,  it  was  of  herte  al  that  he  song, 
And,  for  to  make  his  vois  the  moore 

strong, 
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[B  4524-4547] 

And   daun   Russell,   the   fox,   stirte   vp 

atones, 

And  by  the  gargat  hente  Chauntecleer, 
20  And  on  his  bak  toward  the  wode  hym 

beer; 
ffor  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  J>at  hym 

sewed. 
^[O    destinee,    that    mayst    nat    been 

eschewed ! 
Alias  1  J)at  Chauntecleer  fleigh  fro  the 

bemes ! 
Alias!     his     wyf     ne     roghte     nat     of 

dremes  1 
25  And    on    a    /friday    fil    al    this    mes- 

chaunce. 
^[O  Venus,  that  ajt  goddesse  of  ples- 

aunce ! 

Syn  that  thy  seruant  was  this  Chaun 
tecleer, 

And  in  thy  seruyce  dide  al  his  poweer, 
Moore  for   delit  than  world  to  multi- 

plye, 
30  Why  woltow  suffre  hym  on  thy  day  to 

dye? 

^[O   Gaufred,  deere  waister  souerayn! 
That,  whan  thy  worthy  kyng  Richard 

was    slayn 
With    shot,    compleynedest    his    deeth 

so  score, 
Why   ne    hadde    I    now   thy   sentence 

and  thy  loore 
35  The     /friday    for    to    chide,    as    diden 

ye?- 
ffor    on    a    /friday    soothly    slayn    was 

he— 
Thanne    wolde    I    shewe    yow    J)at    I 

koude  pleyne 
ffor   Chauntecleres   drede  and   for  his 

peyne. 

^1  Certes,  swich  cry  ne  lamentacion 
40  Was    neuere    of    ladyes    maad,    whan 

Ylion 
Was  wonne,  and  Pirrus  with  his  streyte 

swerd, 


[B  4548—4576] 
Whan  he  hadde  hent  kyng  Priam  by 

the  berd, 

And  slayn  hym,  as  seith  vs  Eneydos, 
As  maden  alle  the  hennes  in  the  clos, 
Whan  they  hadde  seyn  of  Chauntecleer  45 

the  sighte. 

But  souereynly  dame  Pertelote  shrighte, 
fful  louder  than  dide  Hasdrubales  wyf, 
Whan  J>at  hir  housbonde  hadde  lost 

his    lyf, 
And    J>at    the    Romayns    hadde    brend 

Cartage. 

She  was  so  ful  of  torment  and  of  rage,  50 
That  wilfully  in-to  the  fyr  she  sterte, 
And    brende    hir-seluen    with    a    stede- 

fast   herte. 

^[O  woful  hennes!  right  so  criden  ye 
As,  whan  that  Nero   brende  the  citee 
Of  Rome,  cryden  senatoures  wyues,        55 
ffor    J>at    hir    housbondes    losten    alle 

hir   lyues; 
With-outen    giit    this    Nero    hath    hem 

slayn. — 

Now  wol  I  turne  to  my  tale  agayn. 
This  sely  wydwe  and  eek  hir  doghtres 

two 
Herden  thise   hennes  crie   and  maken  60 

wo, 

And  out  at  dores  stirten  they  anon, 
And  sye[n]  the  fox  toward  the  groue 

gon, 

And  bar  vp-on  his  bak  the  cok  away, 
And  cryden,  'Out!  harrow  and  weila- 

way ! 
Ha,  ha,  the  fox!' — and  after  hym  they  65 

ran, 
And    eek    with    staues    many^another 

man; 
Ran  Colle,  cure  dogge,  and  Talbot,  and 

Gerland, 

And  Malkyn,  with  a  dystaf  in  hir  hand; 
Ran  cow  and  calf,  and  eek  the  verray 

hogges, 
So  fered  for  the  berkyng  of  the  dogges,  70 
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fB  4576—4604] 

And  shoutyng  of  the  men  and  wommen 

eek. 
They  ronne  so,  hem  thoughte  hir  herte 

breek, 

They  yolleclen  as  feendes  doon  in  helle; 
The  dokes  cryden  as  men  wolde  hem 

quelle; 
75  The    gees    for    feere    flowen    ouer    the 

trees; 
Out    of   the    hyve    cam    the   swarm   of 

bees — 
So    hydous    was    the    noyse,    a!    bene- 

dicitee! 

Certes  he,  lakke  Straw,  and  his  meynee 

Ne  made  neuere  shoutes  half  so  shille, 

80  Whan  that  they  wolden  any  /flemyng 

kille, 
As    thilke    day    was    maad    vp-on    the 

fox! 
Of  bras  they  broghten  bemes,  and  of 

box, 
Of  horn,  of  boon,  in  whiche  they  blewe 

and    powped, 
And  ther-with-al  they  skriked,  and  they 

howped — 

£5  It  semed  as  that  heuene  sholde  falle! 
Now,   goode  men,   I  praye  yow,   herk- 

neth   alle! 

Lo,  how  ffortune  turneth  sodeynly 
The  hope  and  pryde  eek  of  hir  enemy! 
This  cok,  that  lay  vpon  the  foxes  bak, 
90  In  al  his  drede  vn-to  the  fox  he  spak, 
And  seyde,  '$ire,  if  that  I  were  as  ye, 
Yet  wolde  I  seyn,  as  wys  God  helpe 

me: 

"Turneth  agayn,  ye  proude  cherles  alle ! 

A   verray    pestilence   vp-on    yow   falle! 

95  Now  am  I  come  vn-to  the  wodes  syde, 

Maugree  youre  heed,  the  cok  shal  heere 

abyde ! 

I  wol  hym  ete  in  feith,  and  that  anon."  ' 
fox  answerde,  'In  feith,  it  shal 

be  don!' 


[B  4605-4632] 

And  as  he  spak  that  word,  al  sodeynly 
This  cok  brak  from  his  mouth  delyuerly, 
And  heighe  vp-on  a  tree  he  fleigh 

anon. 
And  whan  the   fox   saugh  ]oat  he  was 

2/gon, 
^f  'Alias!'    quod    he,    'o     Chauntecleer, 

alias  I 
I  haue  to  yow,'  quod  he,  'ydoon  tres- 

pas, 

In  as  muche  as  I  maked  yow  aferd, 
Whan  I  yow  hente,  and  broghte  out 

of   this    yerd. 

But,    sire,    I  dide    it    of    no   wikke   en 
tente. 
Com  doun,  and  I  sjial  telle  yow  what 

I    mente; 
I   shal   seye   sooth   to  yow — God  helpe 

me   so!' 
^['Nay,    thanne,'    quod    he,    'I    shrewe 

vs  bothe  two, 
And  first  I  shrewe  my-self,  bothe  blood 

and  bones, 

If  thou  bigyle  me  any^ofter  than  ones. 
Thou  shalt  na-moore  thurgh  thy  flaterye 
Do  me  to  synge  and  wynke  with  myn 

[e]ye; 
ffor  he  that  wynketh,  whan  he  sholde 

see, 

Al  wilfully,  God  lat  him  neuere  thee!' 
^['Nay,'  quod  the  fox,  'but  God  yeue 

hym   meschaunce 

That  is  so  vndiscreet  of  gouernaunce, 
That  ^angleth  whan  he  sholde  holde 

his    pees.' 

^Lo,  swich  it  is  for  to  be  recchelees 
And  necligent,  -and  truste  on  flaterye! 
^[But  ye  that  holden  this  tale  a  folye, 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  and  hen, 
Taketh  the   moralite,   goode   men! 
ffor  seint  Paul  seith  ]}at  'al  that  writen 

is,  * 
To  cure  doctrine  it  is  ywrite  ywis.' 
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[B  4633-4652;  G  i] 

Taketh  the  fruyt,  and  lat  the  chaf  be 

stille ! 

Now,  goode  God,  if  that  it  be  thy  wille, 
As    seith    my    lord,    so    make    vs    alle 

goode  men, 
And   brynge    vs   to    his    heighe   blisse  I 

Amen. 

^[Heere  is  ended  the  Nonnes  preestes 
tale. 


(5) 


(10) 


(15) 


VIII.  Fragment  (G.). 

22.  The  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale.**) 

a)    f  The     prologe    of    the    Seconde 
Nonnes  tale. 

THe  ministre  and  the  worice  vn-to 
vices. 


[Sire  Nonnes  Freest,  oure  hooste  seide 

a-noon,  *) 

I-blissed  be  thy  breche  &  euery  ston  I 
This  was  a  murie  tale  of  Chauntecleer. 
But  by  my  trouthe,  if  JK>U  were  seculer, 
Thow  woldest  ben  a  tredefoul  a-right; 
ffor  if  J)ou  haue  corage  as  J)ou  hast 

myght, 

The  were  nede  of  hennes,  as  I  wene, 
5a  moo  than  seuene  tymes  seuentene. 
Se,  whichc  braunes  hath  this  gentil 

Freest, 

So  gret  a  nekke  &  swich  a  large  breest  I 
He  loketh  as  a  sparhauke  with  hise 

eyen, 

Him  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dyghen 
With  brasile,  ne  with  greyn  of  Portyn- 

gale. 
Now,   sire,   faire   falle    gow   for    goure    j 

tale !' 

And  after  that  he,  with  ful  merie  cheere, 
Seide  vn-to  a-nother,  as  %c  shuln  heere.] 


[G  2-28] 
Which    that    men    clepe    in    Englissh 

ydelnesse, 

That  porter  of  the  gate  is  of  delices, 
To  eschue,  and  by  hir  contrarie  hir(e) 

oppresse, 

That  is  to  seyn:  by  leueful  bisynesse,  35 
Wei  oghten  we  to  doon  al  oure  entente, 
Lest  that  the  feend   thurgh  ydelnesse 

vs   shente. 
ffor    he    that    with    hise    thousand 

cordes  slye 

Continuelly   vs   waiteth  to   biclappe, 
Whan  he  may  man  in  ydelnesse  espye,  40 
He  kan  so  lightly  cacche  hym  in  his 

trappe ; 
Til  i>at  a  man  be   hent  right  by  the 

lappe, 
He  nys  nat  war  the  feend  hath  hym 

in   honde: 
Wei   oghte   vs   werche,    and   ydelnesse 

withstonde. 
And  though  men  dradden  neuere  for  45 

to   dye, 

Yet  seen  men  we!  by  resoun,  doutelees, 
That  ydelnesse  is  roten  slogardye, 
Of  which  ther  neuere  comth  no  good, 

nencrees, 
And  seen  J)at  slouthe  hire  holdeth  in 

a   lees 
Oonly    to    slepe,    and    for    to   ete   and  50 

drynke, 

And  to  deuouren  al  that  othere  swynke. 
And  for  to  putte  vs  fro  swich  ydel 
nesse, 

That  cause  is  of  so  greet  confusiown, 
I  haue  heer  doon  my  feithful  bisynesse 
After   the    legende,    in   translaciown,       55 
Right  of  thy  glorious  lif  and  passiown, 
Thou  with  thy  gerland  wroght  with  rose 

and    lilie, 
Thee    meene    I,    mayde    and    martir, 

Seinte    Cecilie. 


16229.  [SRcmbn.]  Scilicet  dominus  Archiepiscopus  Cantaruiensis  E.He.,  Kantuar'  D.  — 
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22.  The  Secondc  Nonnes  Tale. 


16259 — 16  314 


[G  29-55] 

[*i[  Inuocucio  ad  Mariam 
ANd  thow  that  flour  of  virgines  art 

alle, 
60  Of  whom  that  Bernard  list  so  wel  to 

write, 

To  thee  at  my  bigynnyng  first  I  calle, 
Thou  confort  of  vs   wrecchesl   do  me 

endite 
Thy  maydens   deeth  that  wan,  thurgh 

hir  merite, 
The    eternel    lyf,    and    of    the     feend 

victorie, 

65  As  man  may  after  reden  in  hir  storie. 
Thow  mayde   and  mooder,   doghter 

of  thy   sone! 

Thow  welle  of  mercy,  synful  soules  cure, 
In  whom  that  God,  for  bountee,  chees 

to  wone! 
Thow    humble    and    heigh    ouer    euery 

creature ! 

70  Thow  nobledest  so  ferforth  cure  nature, 
That  no  desdeyn  the  makere  hadde  of 

kynde 
His  sone  in  blood  and  flesh  to  clothe 

and    wynde. 
With-inne  the  cloistre  blisful  of  thy 

sydis 
Took  mannes   shap  the   erterneel  loue 

and    pees, 
75  That  of  the  tryne  compas  lord  and  gyde 

is, 
Whom  erthe,  and  see,  and  heuene  out 

of   relees 
Ay    heryen;    and    thou,    virgine    wem- 

melees, 
Baar  of  thy  body,~and  dweltest  mayden 

pure, 

The  creatour  of  euery  creature. 
80        Assembled   is   in   thee    magnificence 
With  mercy,  goodnesse,  and  with  swich 

pitee, 

That  thou,  that  art  the  sorwe  of  excel 
lence, 

Nat  oonly  helpest  hem  that  preyen  thee, 
But  often  tyme,  of  thy  benygnytee, 
85  fful  frely,  er  that  men  thyn  help  biseche, 


[G  56-84] 
Thou  goost   biforn,   and   art   hir  lyues 

leche. 
Now  help,   thow  meeke   and  blisful 

faire    mayde, 
Me  flemed   wrecche   in   this   desert  of 

galle; 
Thynke  on  the  womman  Cananee,  that 

sayde 
That    whelpes    ete[n]    somme    of    the  9( 

crommes   alle 

That  from  hir  lordes  table  been  yfalle, 
And  though  that  I,  vnworthy  sone  of 

Eue, 

Be  synful,  yet  accepte  my  bileue. 
And    for    that    feith    is    deed    with- 

outen  werkis, 

So  for  to  werken  yif  me  wit  and  space,  91 
That  I  be  quit  fro  thennes  {>at  moost 

derk  is! 
O    thou,    that   art    so   fair   and   ful   of 

grace, 

Be  myn  oduocat  in  that  heighe  place, 
Theras      with-outen      ende     is     songe 

'Osanne,' 
Thow    Cristes    mooder,    doghter    deere  0( 

of  Anne! 
And  of  thy  light  my  soule  in  prison 

lighte, 

That    troubled    is    by    the    contagiotm 
Of  my  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 
Of  erthely  lust  and  fals  affecciown; 
O   hauene   of  refut!    o  saluaciown          01 
Of    hem    |>at    been    in    sorwe    and    in 

distresse, 
Now  help! — for  to  my  werk  I  wol  me 

dresse. 
Yet    preye    I    yow    J)at    reden    that 

I    write, 

fforyeue  me  that  I  do  no  diligence 
This  ilke  storie  subtilly  to  endite — 
ff or  boJ3e  haue  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
Of  hym  that  at  the  seintes  reuerence 
The  storie  wroot — ,  and  folwen  hir  le- 

gende, 
And  praye  yow  that  ye  wole  my  werk 

amende. 


1C 
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22.  The  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 
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[G  85-112] 

.15        First  wolde  I  yow  the  name  of  seinte 
CeciHe     fl[ Inter 'pretacio    no- 
minis  Cecilie*) 

Expowne,  as  men  may  in  hir  storie  see. 
It  is  to  seye  in  englissh  'heuenes  lilie,' 
ffor  pure  chaastnesse  of  virginitee; 
Or  for  she  whitnesse  hadde  of  honestee, 
20  And  grene  of  conscience,  and  of  good 

fame 

The  soote  sauour,  'lilie'  was  hir  name. 
Or  'Cecilie'^is  to  seye  'the  wey  to 

blynde,' 
ffor  she  ensample  was   by  good  tech- 

ynge; 

Or    elles    'Cecile/    as    I    writen   fynde, 
25  Is  ioyned,  by  a  maner  conioynynge 
Of    'heuene'    and    'lia,'    and    heere,    in 

figurynge, 
The  'heuene'  is  set  for  'thoght  of  hooly- 

nesse,' 

And  'lia'  for  hir  lastynge  bisynesse. 
'Cecile'    may    eek    be    seyd    in    this 

manere : 
30  'Wantynge  of  blyndnesse,'  for  hir  grete 

light 
Of    sapience,    and    for    hir(e)    thewes 

cleere ; 

Or  elles,  loo  I  this  maydens  name  bright 
Of  'heuene'  and  'leos'  comth,  for  which 

by  right 
Men    myghte    hir(e)    wel    the    'heuene 

of  peple'  calle, 
35  Ensample   of  goode   and   wise  werkes 

alle. 
ffor  'leos/   'peple'   in  englissh  is  to 

seye, 
And  right  as  men  may  in  the  heuene 

see 
The    sonne    and    moone,    and    sterres 

euery  weye, 
Right  so  men  goostly  in  this  mayden 

free 

40  Syen  of  feith  the  magnanymytee, 
And  eek  the  cleernesse  hool  of  sapience, 
And  sondry  werkes,   brighte   of  excel 
lence. 


|G  113—136] 
And  right  so  as   thise  philosophres 

write 
That  heuene   is   swift  and  round,  and 

eek  brennynge, 

Right  so  was  faire  Cecilie  the  white       45 
fful  swift  and  bisy  euere  in  good  werk- 


And  round  and  hool  in  good  perseuer- 

ynge, 
And    brennynge    euere    in    charite    ful 

brighte; 
Now   haue    I  yow   declared   what    she 

highte. 

^Explicit. 

b)  ^[Here  bigynneth  the  Seconde  Non 
nes  tale  of  the  lyf  of  Seinte  Cecile. 

This  mayden  bright  Cecilie,~as  hir  50 

lif  seith,f) 
Was  come[n]  of  Romayns  and  of  noble 

kynde, 
And  from  hir  cradel  vp  fostred  in  the 

feith 
Of   Crist,    and   bar    his   gospel   in   hir 

mynde. 

She  neuere  cessed,  as  I  writen  fynde, 
Of  hir  preyere,  and  God  to  loue  and  55 

drede, 
Bisekynge   hym   to   kepe    hir   mayden- 

hede. 
And  whan  this  mayden  sholde  vn-to 

a  man 

Ywedded  be,  that  was  ful  yong  of  age, 
Which  that  ycleped  was  Valerian, 
And  day  was  comen  of  hir  marriage,  60 
She,  ful  devout  and  humble  in  hir[e] 

corage, 
Vnder   hir   robe   of  gold,   that  sat  ful 

faire, 
Hadde  next  hir  flessh  yclad  hir(e)  in 

an    haire. 

And  whil  the  orgues  maden  melodic, 
To  God  allone  in  herte  thus  sang  she:  65 
'O  i-ord  !  my  soule  and  eek  my  body 

gye 


16315—70.  SI.  fitr  G.  15.  yow  f.  E.  *)  [SRanbtt.,  ftotti.]  quam  ponit  frater  lacobus 
lanuensis  in  legenda  aurea  ff.  E.J  E.He.D.  17.  in  E.P.,  on  He.,  etc.  [heuenes:  lat.  coeli]. 
22.  ['wey  to  blynde':  lat.  caecis  via].  40.  Seen  P.H.*,  Sayen  He.,  etc.  (Sk.).  51.  come 
He.D.  64.  whil  that  He.D.;  Organs  He.H.'Sl.  (Sk.,  Gl.),  Orgenes  D.L.,  Orgies  C.P. 
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22.  The  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 


16367 — 16421 


[G  137-165] 

Vnwemmed,  lest  that  it  confounded  be  1* 

And   for   his   loue   that   dyde   vp-on  a 

tree, 
Euery   seconde    and   thridde    day   she 

faste, 

70  Ay  biddy nge  in  hir(e)  orisons  ful  faste. 
The  nyght  cam,  and  to  bedde  moste 

she  gon 
With    hir    housbonde,    as    ofte    is    the 

manere; 

And  pryuely  to  hym  she  seyde  anon, 
'O  sweete  and  wel  biloued  spouse  deere  1 
75  Ther  is  aconseil,  and  ye  wolde  it  heere, 
Which   that    right   fayn    I  wolde   vn-to 

yow  seye, 
So    that    ye    swere    ye    shul    me    nat 

biwreye.' 
^[  Valerian    gan     faste    vn-to     hir(e) 

swere 
That  for  no  cas,  ne  thyng  that  myghte 

be, 

80  He  sholde  neuere  mo  biwreyen  here, 
And  that  at  erst  to  hym  thus  seyde  she : 
'I  haue  an  aungel  which  that  loueth  me, 
That  with  greet  loue,  wher-so  I  wake 

or  sleepe, 

Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe. 
85       And  if  that  he  may  feelen,  out  of 

drede, 

That  ye  me  touche  or  loue  in  vileynye, 
He  right   anon  wol   sle   yow  with  the 

dede, 
And  in  youre  yowthe  thus  ye  sholden 

dye; 

And  if  that  ye  in  clene  loue  me  gye, 
90  He  wol  yow  loue[n]   as  me  for  youre 

clennesse, 
And    shewen    yow    his    ioye    and    his 

brightnesse.' 

^|  Valerian,  corrected  as  God  wolde, 
Answerde  agayn,  'If  I  shal  trusten  thee, 
Lat  me  that  aungel  se,  and  hym  bi- 

holde; 
95  And    if    that    it    a    verray    angel    bee, 


[G  166—191] 
Thanne  wol  I  doon  as  thou  hast  prayed 

me; 

And  if  thou  loue  another  man,  for  sothe, 
Right   with    this    swerd   thanne   wol    I 

sle    yow    bothe !' 
Cecile  answerde   anon  right   in  this 

wise: 

'If  that  yow  list,  the  angel  shul  ye  see, 
So   J>at    ye    trowe    in    Crist,    and   yow 

baptize. 

Gooth  forth  to  Via  Apia,'  quod  shee, 
'That  fro  this  toun  ne  stant  but  wiles 

three, 

And  to  the  poure  folkes  J>at  ther  dwelle, 
Seye  hem  right  thus  as  that  I  shal  yow 

telle: 
Telle  hem  that  I,  Cecile,  yow  to  hem 

sente 
To  shewen  yow  the  goode  Vrban,  the 

olde, 

ffor  secree  thynges  and  for  good  en 
tente. 
And  whan  that  ye  Seint  Vrban  han  bi- 

holde,' 
Telle    hym   the   wordes    whiche   {>at    I 

to  yow  tolde, 
And  whan  J)at  he  hath  purged  yow  fro 

synne, 
Thanne   shul   ye   se   that   angel   er  ye 

twynne.' 

^[Valerian  is  to  the  place  ygon, 
And,  right  as  hym  was  taught  by  his 

lernynge, 

He  foond  this  hooly  olde  Vrban  anon, 
Among    the    seintes    buryeles    lotynge. 
And  he  anon,  with-outen  tariynge, 
Dide  his  message,  and  whan  J>at  he  it 

tolde, 
Vrban    for    ioye    his    handes    gan   vp- 

holde. 
The  teeris  from  his   [ejyen  lee*  he 

f  alle : 
'Almyghty  Lord,  o  Ihesu  Crist  I*   quod 

he, 
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16422 — 16478 
[G  192—218]"" 
Sower(e)  of  chast  conseil,  hierde  of 

vs   allel 

The  fruyt  of  thilke  seed  of  chastitee 
That  thou  hast  sowe  in  Cecile  taak  to 

thee! 

Lol  lyk  a  bisy  bee,  withouten  gile, 
Thee    seruyth    ay    thyn    owene    thral 

Cecile! 
ffor  thilke  spouse  that  she  took  right 

now, 
fful    lyk    a  fiers    leoun,    she    sendeth 

heere 
As   meke   as   euere   was  any  lamb  to 

yowl* 
And   with    that    word   anon   ther   gan 

appere 
An   oold  .man,    clad    in   white   clothes 

cleere, 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettre  of  gold 

in  honde, 
And  gan  bifore  Valerian  to  stonde. 

Valerian  as  deed  fil  doun  for  drede 
Whan  he  hym  saugh,  and  he  vp  hente 

hym  tho, 
And   on   his   book   right   thus   he  gan 

to  rede: 
'O   Z-ord,   o  feith,    o   God,   with-outen 

mo, 

O  Cristendom,  and  fader  of  alle  also, 

Abouen  alle  and  ouer  alle  euerywhere!' 

Thise  wordes  al  with  gold  ywriten  were. 

Whan  this    was    rad,    thanne    seyde 

this  olde  man: 
'Leeuestow  this  thyng  or  no?    Seye  ye 

or  nay? 

'I  leeue  al  this  thyng'  quod  Valerian; 
'ffor  sother  thyng  than  this,  I  dar  wel 

say, 
Vnder    the    heuene    po    wight    thynke 

may.' 
Tho  vanysshed  this  olde  man,  he  nyste 

where, 
And  Pope  Vrban  hym  cristened  right 

there. 
^[Valerian    gooth    hoom,    and    fynt 

Cecilie 
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[G  219-248] 
With-mne  his  chambre  with  an  angel 

stonde. 

This  cngel  hadde  of  roses  and  of  lilie  50 
Corones  two,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde, 
And  first  to  Cecile,  as  I  vnderstonde, 
He   yaf   that    oon,   and   after   gan   he 

take 

That    oother    to    Valerian,    hir    make. 
'With  body  clene  and  with  vnwem-  55 

med    thoght 

Kepeth  ay  wel  thise  corones,'  quod  he, 
'ffro  Paradys  to  yow  haue  I  hem 

broght, 

Ne  neuere  mo  ne  shal  they  roten  bee, 
Ne  lese  hir  soote  sauour,  trusteth  me; 
Ne  neuere  wight  shal  seen  hem  with  60 

his  [e]ye, 

But  he  be  chaast,  and  hate  vileynye. 
And    thow,    Valerian,    for    thow    so 

soone 

Assentedest   to   good   conseil   also, 
Seye  what    thee    list,    and    thou    shalt 

han    thy    boone.' 

'I  haue  a  brother,'  quod  Valerian  tho,  65 
'That  in  this  world  I   loue  no  man  so; 
I  praye  yow  that  my  brother  may  han 

grace 
To    knowe    the    trouthe,    as    I  do    in 

this    place.' 
fThe  angel  seyde,  'God  liketh  thy 

requeste, 
And   bothe   with   the    palm   of   martir-  70 

dom 

Ye  shullen  come  vn-to  his  blisful  feste.' 
And  with  that  word  Tiburce,  his 

brother,    coom. 
And  whan  that   he   the  sauour  vnder- 

noom 
Which    that    the    roses    and    the    lilies 

caste, 
With-inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wondre  75 

faste  ; 
And    seyde,    4I    wondre,    this    tyme 

of  the   yeer, 

Whennes  that  soote  sauour  cometh  so 
Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  smelle  heer; 
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16479—16531 


[G  249—274] 

ffor    though    I    hadde    hem    in    myne 

handes    two, 

80  The  sauour  myghte  in  me  no  depper  go. 
The  sweete   smel  J>at   in  myn  herte   I 

fynde 

Hath  chaunged  me  al  in  another  kynde.' 
^Valerian  seyde,  'Two  corones  han 

•     we, 
Snow-white  and  rose-reed,  that  shynen 

cleere, 
85  Whiche  J>at  thyne  [e]yen  han  no  myght 

to    see; 
And  as  thou  smellest  hem  thurgh  my 

preyere, 
So   shallow    seen    hem,    leeue    brother 

deere, 

If  it  so  be  thou  wolt,  with-outen  slouthe, 
Bileue  aright,  and  knowen  verray 

trouthe.' 
90       ^[Tiburce  answerde,  '$eistow  this  to 

me 
In  soothnesse,    or   in   dreem   I  herkne 

this?' 

'In  dremes,'  quod  Falerian,  'han  we  be 
Vn-to  this  tyme,  brother  myn,  ywis; 
But  now  at  erst  in  trouthe  oure  dwel- 

lyng  is.' 
95  'How  woostow  this?'  quod  Tiburce,  'in 

what    wyse  ? 
Quod     Valerian,     That    shal     I    thee 

deuyse : 
^[The  aungel   of  God   hath  me   the 

trouthe    ytaught, 
Which   thou    shalt    seen,    if   that   thou 

wolt    reneye 
The    ydoles,    and   be    clene — and    elles 

naught.' — 
CO  And   of  the  myracle   of   thise   corones 

tweye 
Seint   Ambrose   in   his    preface   list   to 

seye; 

Solempnely  this  noble  doctour  deere 
Commendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this 

manere : 
^["The    palm    of   martirdom    for   to 

receyue 


[G  275-301] 

Seinte  Cecile,  fulfild  of  Goddes  yifte, 
The  world  and  eek  hir  chambre  gan 

she   weyue; 

Witnesse  Valerians  and  Cecilies  shrifte, 
To  whiche  God  of  his  bountee  wolde 

shifte 

Corones  two  of  floures  wel  smellynge, 
And  made  his  angel  hem  the  corones 

brynge. 
The    mayde    hath    broght    men    to 

blisse   aboue; 
The  world  hath  wist  what  it  is  worth, 

certeyn, 

Deuociown   of   chastitee   to   loue." — 
Tho  shewed  hym  Cecile  al  open  and 

pleyn 
That   alle   ydoles    nys    but   a  thyng   in 

veyn; 
ffor  they  been  dombe,  and  therto  they 

been   deue, 
And  charged   hym   hise   ydoles  for  to 

leue. 
'Who-so  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  beest 

he   is/ 
Quod   tho   Tiburce,   'if   J>at    I  shal   nat 

lye.' 
And  she  gan  kisse  his  brest,  that  herde 

this, 
And   was    ful   glad    he    koude   trouthe 

espye. 

'This  day  I  take  thee  for  myn  allye/ 
Seyde  this  blisful,  faire  mayde  deere, 
And  after  that  she  seyde  as  ye  may 

heere : 
^['Lo,  right  so  as  the  loue  of  Crist/ 

quod  she, 
'Made  me  thy  brotheres  wyf,  right  in 

that  wise 

Anon  for  myn  allye[e]  heer  take  I  thee, 
Syn  that  thou  wolt  thyne  ydoles  despise. 
Go  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee 

baptise, 
And  make  thee  clene,  so  J>at  thou  mowe 

biholde 
The  angeles  face,  of  which  thy  brother 

tolde.' 
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Tiburce  answerde,  and  seyde,  '.Brother 

dere, 
ffirst  tel/e  me  whider  [j?at]  I    shal,  and 

to  what  man?' 
'To  whom?'  quod  he,  'com  forth  with 

right    good    cheere  I 

35  I  wol  thee  lede  vn-to  the  Pope  Vrban.' 
'Til  Vrban?  brother  myn  Valerian/ 
Quod  tho  Tiburce,   'woltow  me  thider 

lede? 
Me    thynketh    that    it    were    a  wonder 

dede. 
Ne  menestow  nat  Vrban,'   quod  he 

tho, 

40  'That  is  so  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed, 
And  woneth  in  halkes  alwey  to  and  fro, 
And  dar  nat  ones  putte  forth  his  heed  ? 
Men  sholde  hym  brennen  in  a  fyr  so 

reed, 
If  he  were  founde,  or  J>at  men  myghte 

hym  spye; 

45  And  we  also,  to  bere  hym  compaignye ! 
And  whil  we  seken  thilke  diuinitee 
That    is    yhid    in    heuene    pryuely, 
Algate  ybrend  in  this  world  shul  we  be !' 
To  whom  Cecile  answerde  boldely, 
50  'Men  myghten  dreden  wel  and  skilfully 
This    lyf    to    lese,    myn    owene    deere 

brother, 
If  this  were  lyuynge  oonly,  and  noon 

oother. 

But  ther  is  bettre  lyf  in  oother  place, 
That    neuere    shal    be    lost,    ne    drede 

thee  noght, 
55  Which    Goddes    sone   vs    tolde   thurgh 

his    grace. 
That     fadres     sone     hath     alle     thyng 

ywroght, 
And   al   that   wroght    is   with   a  skilful 

thoght, 
The    goost,    that    fro    the    fader    gan 

procede, 

Hath  sowled  hem,  with-outen  any  drede. 
60       By   word    and    by    myracle    Goddes 

sone. 

Whan  he  was  in  this  world,   declared 
heere 


[G  332-361] 
That  ther  was  oother  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.' 
To  whom  answerde  Tiburce,  '0  suster 

deere I 

Ne  seydestow  right  now  in  this  manere : 
Ther  nys  but  o  God,  Lord  in  sooth-  65 

fastnesse  ? 
And  now  of  three  how  maystow  bere 

witnesse  ?' 
*f['That  shal  I  telle,'  quod  she,  'er  I 

go- 
Right  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  three: 
Memorie,^6ngyn,   and  intellect   also, 
So  in  o  beynge  of  diuinitee  70 

Thre  persones  may  ther  right  wel  bee.' 
Tho  gan  she  hym  ful  bisily  to  preche 
Of  Cristes  come,  and  of  hise  peynes 

teche, 

And  manye  pointes  of  his  passiown; 
How   Goddes   sone   in  this  world  was  75 

withholde 

To  doon  mankynde  pleyn  remissiown, 
That  was  ybounde  in  synne  and  cares 

colde : 

Al  this  thyng  she  vn-to  Tiburce  tolde, 
And    after   this    Tiburce,    in    good   en 
tente, 

With  Valerian  to  Pope  Vrban  he  wente,  80 
That   thanked   God,    and  with  glad 

herte  and  light 
He   cristned   hym,    and   made   hym   in 

that   place 

Parfit  in  his  lernynge,  Goddes  knyght; 
And  after  this  Tiburce  gat  swich  grace, 
That  euery  day  he  saugh,  in  tyme 

and  space, 
The  aungel  of  God,  and  euery  maner  85 

boone 
That    he    God    axed,    it   was    sped   ful 

soone. 
^[It  were  ful  hard  by  ordre  for  to 

seyn 
How  manye  wondres    Ihesus  for  hem 

wroghte  ; 

But  atte  laste,  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn,  90 
The  sergeantz  of  the  toun  of  Rome 

hem    soghte, 
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[G  362-386] 

And    hem    biforn    Almache,    the    pre 
fect,  broghte, 
Which    hem    opposed,    and    knew    al 

hir  entente, 
And    to    the    ymage    of    luppiter    hem 

sente; 
95        And   seyde,   'T'Fho-so   wol   nat   sacri- 

fise, 

Swap(e)    of    his    heed! — this    rny    sent 
ence  heer.' 

Anon  thise  martirs  hat   I  yow  deuyse, 
Oon  Maximus,  that  was  an  officer 
Of  the  prefectes  and  his  corniculer, 
OC  Hem    hente,    and    whan    he    forth   the 

seintes    ladde, 
Hym-self    he   weep    for    pitee    that   he 

hadde. 
Whan  Maximus  had  herd  the  seintes 

loore, 

He  gat  hym  of  the  tormentoures  leue, 
And  ladde  hem  to  his  hous  with-oute 

moore, 
05  And  with  hir  prechyng,  er  that  it  were 

cue, 
They   gonnen   fro    the    tormentours   to 

reue, 
And    fro    Maxime,    and    fro    his    folk 

echone 

The  false  feith,  to  trowe  in  God  allone. 

Cecile  cam,  whan  it  was  woxen  nyght, 

JO  With   preestes,    that   hem   cristned  alle 

yfeere, 
And  afterward,   whan   day  was  woxen 

light, 
Cecile  hem  seyde  with  a  ful  stedefast 

cheere, 
'Now    Cristes    owene    knyghtes,    leeue 

and   deere, 
Caste   alle   away   the   werkes   of   derk- 

nesse, 
J5  And  armeth  yow  in  armure  of  bright- 

nesse  1 
Ye  han  for  sothe  ydoon  a  greet  bat- 

aille, 


[G  387-413] 
Youre  cours  is  doon,   youre  feith  han 

ye    conserued  ; 
Gooth  to  the  corone   of  lif,  that  may 

nat   faille  1 
The   rightful   iuge,   which   hat   ye  han 

serued, 

Shal  yeue  it  yow,  as  ye  han  it  deserued.'  2 
And  whan   this   thyng   was   seyd  as   I 

deuyse, 
Men    ledde    hem    forth    to    doon    the 

sacrefise. 
But  whan  they  weren   to  the  place 

broght — 

To  tellen  shortly  the   conclusioun — , 
They  nolde   encense  ne  sacrifise  right  2 

noght, 
But    on    hir    knees    they    setten    hem 

adoun 

With  humble  herte  and  sad  deuocioun, 
And  losten   bothe   hir   heuedes   in  the 

place ; 

Hir  soules  went  en  to  the  kyng  of  grace. 
This  Maximus,  that  saugh  this  thyng  3 

bityde, 

With  pitous  teeris  tolde  it  anon  right 
That   he    hir   soules    saugh   to   heuene 

glyde 
With  aungels  ful  of  cleernesse  and  of 

light; 
And  with  [tjhis  word  conuerted  many^a 

wight, 

ffor  which  Almachius  dide  hym  so  bete  3 
With  whippe  of  leed,  til  he  the  lif  gan 

lete. 
^[Cecile  hym  took,  and  buryed  hym 

anon 

By  Tiburce   and   Valerian   softely 
With-mne  hir  buriyng-place  vnder  the 

stoon. 

And   after   this    Almachius    hastily          4 
Bad  hise   ministres  fccchen  openly 
Cecile,  so  that  she  myghte  in  his  pre 
sence 
Doon  sacrifice,   and   luppiter   encense. 
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But  they,  conuerted  at  hir  wise  loore, 
45  Wepten  fui  score,  and  yauen  ful  cred 
ence 

Vn-to    hir    word,    and    cryden    moore 
and   moore : 

'Crist,   Goddes  sone,   with-outen  differ 
ence 

Is  verray   God! — this   is   al  oure   sent 
ence — 

That  hath  so  good  a  seruant  hym  to 

serue ; 
5C  This    with    o  voys    we    trowen,    thogh 

we  sterue.' 

^[Almachius,     that     herde     of     this 
doynge, 

Bad    fecchen    Cecile,    that    he   myghte 
hir(e)    see, 

And  alderfirst,  lo,  this  was  his  axynge: 

'What     maner    womman    artow?'     tho 

quod    he. 
55  'I  am  a  gentil-womman  born'  quod  she. 

'I  axe  thee,'   quod  he,  'though  it  thce 
greeue, 

Of  thy  religiown  and   of  thy  bileeue.' 
If 'Ye  han  bigonne   youre  questiown 
folily,' 

Quod  she,   'that  wolden  two  answeres 

conclude 
60  In  o  demande;   ye  axed  lewedly.' 

Almache    answerde    vn-to    that    simili 
tude, 

'Of    whennes    comth    thyn    answeryng 
so  rude?' 

'Of    whennes  ?'    quod    she,    whan    })at 
she  was  freyned, 

'Of  conscience  and   of  good  feith  vn- 

feyned.' 

^[Almachius    seyde,     'JVe     takestow 
noon    heede 

Of    my    power?' — And    she    answerde 
hym    this  : 

'Youre   myght,'   quod   she,    'ful   litel  is 
to  dreed  e ; 

ffor    euery   mortal    rnannes    power   nys 

But    lyk[e]    a    bladdre    ful    of    wynd, 
y  wys  ; 


65 


[G  440—467] 
ffor   with   a    nedles    poynt,   whan   it   is  70 

blowe. 
May   al   the    boost    of    it    be   leyd   ful 

lowe.' 
*[['fiul     wrongfully     bigonne     thow,' 

quod    he, 
'And    yet    in    wrong    is    thy    perseuer- 

attnce ; 

Wostow    nat    how    oure    myghty   prin 
ces    free 
Han  thus  comanded  and  maad  ordin-  75 

awnce, 
That    euery    cristen    wight    shal     han 

pena*«nce, 

But  if  that  he  his  cristendom  with-seye, 
And   goon   al    quit,    if   he   wole   it   re- 

neye  ?' 
'Yowre    princes    erre[n],     as     youre 

nobleye   dooth/ 
Quod   tho    Cecile,    'and    with    a   wood  80 

sentence 

Ye  make  vs  gilty,  and  it  is  nat  sooth; 
ffor    ye,   that    knowen   wel    oure   inno 
cence, 

ffor  as  muche  as  we  doon  a  reuerence 
To   Crist,   and   for   we   bere   a   cristen 

name, 
Ye   putte   on   vs   a   cryme   and   eek   a  85 

blame. 

But  we,  that  knowen  thilke  name  so 
ffor  vertuous,  we  may  it  nat  withseye.' 
Almache  answerde,  'Ohees  oon  of  thise 

two: 

Do  sacrifice,  or  cristendom  reneye, 
That  thou  mowe  now  escapen  by  that  90 

weye*    — 

At  which  the  hooly  blisful  faire  mayde 
Gan   for   to   laughe,   and   to   the   iuge 

sayde : 

^['O    *uge,    confus    in   thy   nycetee! 
Woltow    that    I  reneye    innocence, 
To  make  me  a  wikked  wight?'   quod  95 

she; 

'Lo,  he  dissymuleth  heere  in  audience, 
He    stareth   and    [he]    woodeth    in   his 

aduertence !' 
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22.  The  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 


16698 — 16749 


[G  468-495] 

To  whom  Almachius:  'Vnsely  wrecche! 

Ne   woostow    nat    how   far   my   myght 

may  strecche? 
00        Han  noght  oure  myghty  princes  to 

me   yiuen, 

Ye,  bothe  power  and  auctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  lyuen? 
Why  spekestow  so  proudly  thanne  to 

me?' 

'I  speke  noght  but  stedfastly,'  quod  she, 
05  'Nat   proudly,   for   I  speke   as   for   my 

syde; 

We  haten  deedly  thilke  vice  of  pryde. 
And   if  thou   drede   nat   a   sooth  to 

heere, 

Thanne  wol  I  shewe  al  openly  by  right 
That  thou  hast  maad  a  ful  gret  lesyng 

heere. 
10  Thou  seyst  thy  princes  han  thee  yeuen 

inyght 
Bothe   for   to   sleen   and   for   to   quyk- 

e[n]  a  wight; 
Thou,    that    ne    mayst    but    oonly    lyf 

bireue, 
Thou   hast  noon  oother  power  ne   no 

leue! 
But    thou    mayst    seyn    thy    princes 

han  thee  maked 
15  Ministre   of   deeth;    for   if   thou   speke 

of  mo, 

Thou  lyest,  for  thy  power  is  ful  naked !' 
'Do    wey   thy    booldnesse!'    seyde    Al 
machius  tho, 

'And  sacrifie  to  oure  goddes  er  thou  go. 
I  recche  nat  what  wrong  J>at  thou  me 

profre, 

20  ffor  I  can  suffre  it  as  a  philosophre. 
But   thilke   wronges   may    I  nat   en 
dure 
That    thou    spekest    of    oure     goddes 

heere/    quod   he. 

Cecile  answerde,  '0  nyce  creature  I 
Thou  seydest  no  word,  syn  thou  spak 

to  me, 
25  That  I  ne  knew  ther-with  thy  nycetee, 


[G  496—519) 
And    that    thou    were    in    euery   maner 

wise 

A  lewed  officer  and  a  veyn  iustise. 
Ther     lakketh    no-thyng    to     thyne 

outter   [ejye'n, 
That   thou   nart   blynd;   for   thyng  })at 

we  seen  alle 
That    it    is    stoon — J>at    men    may    wel  C 

espyen — 
That   ilke   stoon,    a   god   thow   wolt   it 

calle. 
I    rede   thee,    lat    thyn    hand   vp-on    it 

falle, 
And  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thou  shalt 

it   fynde, 
Syn   that    thou    seest    nat    with    thyne 

[ejye'n  blynde. 

It   is   a   shame   that   the   peple   shal  ^ 
So    scorne    thee,    and    laughe    at    thy 

folye; 

ffor  communly  men  woot  it  wel  oueral 
That  myghty  God   is   in  hise  heuenes 

hye; 
And    thise    ymages — wel    thou    mayst 

espye— 
To  thee,  ne  to  hem-self,  [ne]  mowe[n]  *. 

noght    profite, 
ffor   in  effect   they   been  nat   worth   a 

mytel' 
Thise    wordes    and    swiche     othere 

seyde   she, 
And   he   weex    wrooth,    and   bad   men 

sholde    hire   lede 
Horn  til  hir  house,  and  'In  hir  hous,' 

quod    he; 
'Brenne     hir(e)    right    in    a    bath     of  4 

flambes   rede !' 
And    as    he    bad,    right    so   was    doon 

in  dede; 
ffor  in  a  6ath  they  gonne  hir(e)  faste 

shetten, 
And  nyght  and   day  greet  fyrfe]   they 

vnder  betten. 
longe  nyght,   and  eek  a  day 

also, 
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25.  The  Chanouns  Yemannes  Tale. 


[G  520—541] 
50  ffor    al    the    fyr,    and    eek    the    bathes 

heete, 

She  sat  al  coold,   and  feelede  no  wo; 
It    made    hir(e)    nat    a    drope    for    to 

sweete. 
But    in    that    frath    hir    lyf    she    moste 

lete; 
ffor  he,  Almachius,  with  [a]  ful  wikke 

entente 
55  To  sleen  hir(e)   in  the  &ath  his  sonde 

sente. 
Thre  strokes  in  the  nekke  he  smoot 

hir(e)   tho, 
The    tormentour,    but    for    no    maner 

chaunce 
He  myghte  noght  smyte  al  hir  nekke 

atwo. 
And    for   ther    was    that    tyme    an    or- 

dinaunce 
60  That  no  man  sholde  doon  men  swich    i 


penaunce 
The    ferthe    strook    to    smyten,    softe 

or    soore, 
This     tormentour    ne    dorste    do     na- 

moore. 
But     half     deed,     with     hir     nekke 

ycoruen,   there 
He  lefte  hire  lye,   and  on  his  wey  is 

went. 
65  The    cristen    folk,    which    that    aboute 

hir(e)  were, 
With  sheetes  han   the  blood  ful  faire 

yhent. 

Thre  dayes  lyued  she  in  this  torment, 
And   neuere   cessed   hem   the   feith   to 

teche 
That  she  hadde  fostred;  hem  she  gan 

to   preche; 
70       And  hem  she  yaf  hir  moebles  and 

hir  thyng,  ' 

And   to   the    Pope    Vrban  bitook   hem 

tho, 


[G  542-564] 
And    seyde,    'I    axed    this    at    heuene 

kyng, 

To   han  respit   thre   dayes   and  namo, 
To  recomende  to  yow,  er  that  I  go, 
Thise  soules,  lo,  and  JDat  I  myghte  do  75 

werche 
Heere    of    myn     hous     perpetually    a 

cherche.' 
*[Seint    Vrban,    with    hise    deknes, 

priuely 
The    body    fette,    and    buryed    it    by 

nyghte 

Among    hise    othere    seintes    honestly. 
Hir  hous  the  chirche  of  seinte  Cecilie  80 

highte  ; 
Seint    Vrban    halwed    it,    as    he     wel 

myghte, 

In  which  in-to  this  day,  in  noble  wyse, 
Men  doon  to   Crist  and  to   his  seinte 

seruyse. 

^[  Heere  is  ended  the  Seconde  Nonnes 
tale. 


23.  The  Chanouns  Yemannes  Tale.*) 

a)    ^[The    prologe    of    the    Chanouns 
yemannes  tale. 

Whan  toold  was  al  the  lyf  of  seinte 

Cecile, 

Er    we    hadde    riden    fully    fyue    mile,  85 
At  Boghtown  vnder  B!ee  vs  gan  atake 
A    man    that    clothed    was    in    clothes 

blake, 

And  vnder-nethe   he   wered  a  surplys. 
His    hakeney,    which    J>at    was    al    po- 

mely  grys, 

So  swatte,  that  it  wonder  was  to  see;  90 
It  semed  as  he  had  priked  wiles  three. 
The  hors  eek  J>at  his  yeman  rood  vpon 
So  swatte,  that  vnnethe  myghte  it  gon. 
Aboute  the  peytrel  stod  the  foom  ful  hye ; 
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23.  The  Chanouns  Yemannes  Tale. 


16795  —  16854 


[G  565-595J 

95  He  was  of  foom  al  fteJcked  as  a  pye. 
A  wale  tweyfoold  vp-on  his  croper  lay; 
It  semed  that  he  caried  lite  array. 
Al   light   for    somer   rood   this   worthy 

man, 

And  in  myn  herte  to  wondren  I  bigan 

00  What  JDat  he  was,  til  that  I  vnderstood 

How  that  his  cloke  was  sowed  to  his 

hood, 
ffor  which,  whan  I  hadde  longe  auysed 

me, 

I  demed  hym  som  chanown  for  to  be. 
His  hat  heeng  at  his  bak  doun  by  a 

laas, 
05  ffor  he   hadde   riden  moore  than  trot 

or  paas; 
He   hadde   ay   priked   lik   as   he   were 

wood. 

A  clote-leef  he  hadde  vnder  his  hood 
ffor  swoot,  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed 

from    heete ; 

But  it  was  ioye  for  to  seen  hym  swete  1 
10  His  forheed  dropped  as  a  stillatorie 
Were  ful  of  plantayne  and  of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come,  he  gan 

to  crye: 
'God   saue,'    quod    he,    'this    ioly   com- 

paignye ! 
ffaste    haue    1  priked,'    quod    he,    'for 

youre  sake, 

15  J3y  cause  that   I  wolde  yow  atake 
To   riden  in   som   myrie   compaignye.' 
His   yeman  eek   was   ful   of   curteisye, 
And  seide,  *$ires,   now  in  the  morwe- 

tyde 

Out  of  youre  hostelrie  I  saugh  you  ryde, 
20  And    warned    heer    my    lord    and    my 

souerayn, 

Which  to  ryden  with  yow  is  ful  fayn 
ffor  his  desport — he  loueth  daliawnce. 
fjf'ffreend,  for  thy  warnyng  God  yeue 

thee  good  chauncel* 
Thanne  seyde  oure  hoost,  '/for  certein, 

it  wolde  seme 
25  Thy  lord  were  wys,  and  so  I  may  wel 

deme; 


He  is  ful   iocunde  also,   dar   I  leye. 
Can    he    oght    telle    a    myrie    tale    or 

tweye, 
With   which   he   glade   may   this   com- 

paignye  ?' 
•['Who,  sire?  my  lord?    Ye,  ye,  with- 

outen  lye, 

He  kan  of  murthe  and  eek  of  aolitee  3C 
Nat  but  ynough;  also,  sire,  trusteth  me, 
And  ye  hym  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Ye  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily 
He  koude  werke,   and  that  in  sondry 

wise. 
He  hath  take   on  hym  many~a  greet  35 

emprise, 
Which  were  ful   hard  for  any  that  is 

heere 
To  brynge   aboute,    but   they   of   hym 

it   leere. 

As   hoomely  as   he   rit   amonges   yow, 
If  ye  hym  knewe,  it  wolde  be  for  youre 

prow; 

Ye  wolde  nat  forgoon  his  aqueyntaunce  4C 
ffor   muchel   good,    I  dar   leye   in  bal- 

aunce 

Al  that  I  haue  in  my  possessioun. 
He   is   a   man   of  heigh   discrecioun  — 
I    warne    yow    wel  —  he    is    a    passyng 

man.' 
^['Wel,*  quod  oure  hoost,  'I  praye  thee  4£ 

telle  me  than 
Is    he   a    clerk    or   noon?     Telle   what 

he    is.' 
^['Nay,    he    is    gretter    than    a    clerk, 

ywis,' 
Seyde    this    yeman,    'and    in     wordes 

fewe, 
Hoost,    of    his    craft    som-what    I  wol 

yow  shewe. 

^[1  seye,  my  lord  kan  swich  subtilitee  —  5C 
But  al  his  craft  ye  may  nat  wite  for  me, 
And     som-what     helpe    I    yet    to    his 

wirkyng—  , 
That    al    this    ground    on    which    we 

been    ridyng, 
Til  that  we  come  to  Caunterbury  toun, 
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23.  The  Chanduns  Yemannes  Tale. 
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[G  625-653) 

55  He  koude  al  clene  turne  it  vp  so  doun, 
And  paue  it  al  of  siluer  and  of  gold.' 
^["And  whan  this  yeman  hadde  this 

tale    ytold 
Vn-to  oure  hoost,  he  seyde,  'JBenedici- 

tee! 
This   thyng   is   wonder   merueillous   to 

me, 

60  Syn  that  thy  lord  is  of  so  heigh  prud 
ence, 
By   cause   of   which   men   sholde   hym 

reuerence, 
That  of  his   worship(e)  rekketh  he  so 

lite. 

His  ouerslop(e)  nys  nat  worth  a  myte 
As  in  effect  to  hym — so  moote  I  gol — 
65  It  is  al  baudy  and  to-tore  also; 

Why    is    thy    lord    so    sluttish,    I    the 

preye, 

And  is  of  power  bettre  clooth  to  beye, 
If    that    his    dede    accorde    with    thy 

speche  ? 

Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  biseche.' 
70  ^['Why?'  quod  this  yeman,  'wherto  axe 

ye   me? 
God  helpe  me  so,  for  he  shal  neuere 

'thee!— 

But   I  wol  nat  auowe  that   I  seye, 
And  therfore  keep(e)   it  secree,   I  yow 

preye— 

He  is  to  wys,  in  feith,  as  I  bileeue; 
75  That    that    is    ouerdoon,    it    wol     nat 

preeue 

Aright,  as  clerkes  seyn;  it  is  a  vice. 
Wherfore   in  that    I  holde   hym  lewed 

and   nyce; 

ffor  whan  a  man  hath  ouer-greet  a  wit, 

fful   ofte  hym  happeth  to  mysusen  it. 

80  So  dooth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greueth 

score — 
God  it  amende! — I   kan  seye  yow  na- 

moore.' 
^f'Ther-of  no  fors,  good  yeman,'  quod 

oure  hoost, 
'Syn  of  the  konnyng  of  thy  lord  thow 

woost, 


|  G  654-684] 
Telle  how  he  dooth,  I  prayc  thee  her- 

tely, 

Syn  that  he   is  so  crafty  and  so  sly;  85 
Where  dwelle  ye,  if  it  to  telle  be?' 
^T'ln  the  suburbes  of  a  toun,'  quod  he, 
'Lurkynge     in    hernes     and     in    lanes 

blynde, 
Where-as     thise     robbours     and     thise 

theues   by  kynde 

H olden    hir    pryuee    fereful    residence,  90 
As  they  that  dar  nat  shewen  hir  pre 
sence  ; 

So  faren  we,  if  I  shal  seye  the  sothe.' 
*! 'Now,'  quod  oure  hooste,  'lat  me 

talke   to   the! 
Why    artow     so     discoloured    of    thy 

face?' 
^f 'Peter!,'  quod  he,  'God  yeue  it  harde  95 

grace ! 

I  am  so  vsed  in  the  fyr  to  blowe, 
That  it  hath  chaunged  my  colour,  I 

trowe. 

I  am  nat  wont  in  no  wirour  to  prie, 
But  swynke  soore,  and  lerne  multiplie. 
We  blondren  euere,  and  pouren  in  00 

the   fir, 

And  for  al  that  we  fa,ille  of  oure  desir, 
ffor  euere  we  lakke  of  oure  con- 

clusiown. 

To  muchel  folk  we  doon  illusiown, 
And  borwe  gold,  be  it  a  pound  or  two, 
Or  ten,  or  twelue,   or  manye  sommes  05 

mo, 
And  make  hem  wenen,  at  the  beeste 

weye, 

That  of  a  pound  we  koude  make  tweye. 
Yet  it  is  fals,  but  ay  we  han  good 

hope 

It  for  to  doon,  and  after  it  we  grope; 
But   that  science   is   so  fer  vs   biforn,   10 
We  mowen  nat,  al-though  we  hadden 

sworn, 

It  ouer-take — it  slit  awey  so  faste, 
It  wol[e]  vs  maken  beggers  atte  laste.' 
•[Whil    this    yeman    was    thus    in    his 

talkyng, 
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23.  The  Chanouns  Yemannes  Tale. 


16915  — 16964 


[G  685-709] 
15  This   chancmn   drough   hym   neer,   and 

herde  al  thyng 
Which    this    yeman    spak;    for    suspe- 

cioun 
Of   mennes    speche    euere    hadde    this 

chanoun;  ffiCato 

ffor  Catown  seith  thai  lie  that  gilty  is 
Demeth  alle  thyng  be  spoke  of  hym, 

ywis. 
20  That    was    the    cause    he    gan    so    ny 

hym    drawe 

To  his  yeman,  to  herknen  al  his  sawe. 
And   thus   he   seyde   vn-to   this   yeman 

tho: 
'Hoold    thou    thy    pees,    and    spek    no 

wordes    mo ! 
ffor    if   thou    do,    thou    shalt    it    deere 

abye; 
25  Thou    sclaundrest    me    heere    in    this 

compaignye, 
And  eek  discouerest  that  thou  sholdest 

hydei' 
If 'Ye,'  quod  oure  hoost,  'telle  on,  what- 

so   bityde! 

Of  al  his  thretyng  rekke  nat  a  myte.' 
^f'ln.   feith,'    quod    he,    'namoore    I  do 

but    lyte.' 
30  ^[And    whan    this    ehanown    saugh    it 

wolde   nat   be, 

But  his  yeman  wolde  telle  his  pryuetee, 
He  fledde  awey  for  verray  sorwe  and 

shame. 
'A!'  quod  the  yeman,  'heere  shal  arise 

game! 

Al   that    I  kan   anon   now   wol    I  telle, 
35  Syn  he  is  goon — the  foule  feend  hym 

quelle ! 
ffor  neuere  heer-afler  wol   I  with  hym 

meete 
ffor    peny    ne    for    pound,     I  yow    bi- 

heete ! 
He   that   me    broghte    first   vn-to   that 

game, 
Er   that   he   dye,    sorwe   haue   he   and 

shame ! 


[G  710-734] 

ffor  it  is  ernest  to  me,  by  my  feith!        40 
That  feele   I  wel— what  that  any  man 

seith, 
And  yet  for  al  my  smerte  and  al  my 

grief, 

ffor  al  my  sorwe,  labour,  and  meschief, 
I  koude  neuere  leue  it  in  no  wise. 
Now  wolde  God  my  wit  myghte  suf-  45 

fise 

To  tellen  al  that  longeth  to  that  art! 
And  na|)elees  yow  wol  I  tellen  part. 
Syn  that  my  lord  is  goon,  I  wol  nat 

spare; 
Swich    thyng   as    that    I  knowe    I  wol 

declare.' 

T  Heere  ende{)  J>e  prologe  of  the  Cha 
nouns  yemannes  tale. 

b)   ^  Heere   bigynneth   the   Chanouns 
yeman   his  tale. 

With    this    Chanotm    I  dwelt    haue  5C 

seuen  yeer, 
And    of    his    science    am    I  neuer    the 

neer. 

Al  that  I  hadde  I  haue  lost  ther-by, 
And,  God  woot,  so  hath  many  mo 

than    1. 
Ther    I  was   wont    to    be    right   fressh 

and  gay 

Of  clothyng  and  of  oother  good  array,  55 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  vp-on  myn 

heed; 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bothe  fressh 

and   reed, 

Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  leden  hewe — 
Who-so  it  vseth,  score  shal  he  rewe — , 
And  of  my  swynk  yet  blered  is  myn  60 

[ejye: 

Lo,  which  auantage  is  to  multiplie! 
That  slidynge  science  hath  me  maad 

so   bare, 
That  I  haue  no  good  wher  J)at  euere 

I   fare. 
And  yet  I  am  endetted  so  ther-by 
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»5  Of  gold  that    I  haue   borwed,   trewely, 
That     whil     I    lyue,     I    shal    it    quite 

neuere — 
Lat    euery    man    be    war    by    me    for 

euere ! 
What    maner    man    that    casteth    hym 

ther-to, 

If  he  continue,'"!  holde  his  thrift  ydo. 
0  [ffor]   so  help(e)   me   God !  therby  shal 

he   nat  wynne, 
But    empte    his    purs,    and    make    hise 

wittes  thynne. 
And    whan    he,    thurgh    his    madnesse 

and   folye, 
Hath    lost    his     owene     good     thurgh 

•mpartye, 

Thanne  he  exciteth  oother  folk  ther-to, 
5  To    lese[n]    hir    good,    as    he    hym-self 

hath    do ; 

ffor  vn-to  shrewes   ioye   it   is  and  ese 
To    haue    hir    felawes    in    peyne    and 

disese : 

Thus  was   I  ones  lerned  of  a  clerk. 
Of    that    no    charge — I    wol    speke    of 

oure    werk. 
0  ^[Whan    we    been     there-as    we    shul 

exercise 
Oure  eluysshe  craft,  we  semen  wonder 

wise; 
Oure  termes  been   so   clergial   and   so 

queynte. 
I    blowe    the    fir    til    that    myn    herte 

feynte. 
What    sholde    I  tellen    ech[e]    propor- 

ciown 
5  Of     thynges    whiche     jDat    we    werche 

upon, 
As   on  fyue   or   sixe   ounces,   may  wel 

be, 

Of  siluer,  or  som  oother  quantitee? 
And  bisye  me  to  telle  yow  the  names 
Of  orpyment,   brent   bones,   iren  squa- 

mes, 
0  That   in-to   poudre   grounden   been  ful 

smal? 


[G  761—791] 

And  in  an  erthen  pot  how  put  is  al, 
And   salt  yput   in,   and  also   papeer 
Biforn   thise    poudres    that    I  speke    of 

heer, 
And    wel    ycouered    with    a    lampe    of 

glas, 
And    muchel    oother    thyng   which    bat  95 

ther   was? 

And  of  the   pot  and  glasses  enlutyng, 
That    of    the    eyr    myghte    passe    out 

no-thyng ; 

And   of   the    esy   fir,    and   smart   also, 
Which    that    was    maad;    and    of    the 

care   and  wo 
That     we     hadde[n]    in    oure    matires  00 

sublymyng, 

And  in  amalgamyng  and  calceniyng 
Of  quyk-siluer,  yclept  wercurie  crude? 
ffor    alle    oure    sleightes    we    kan    nat 

conclude. 

Oure  orpyment  and  sublymed  wercurie, 
Oure  grounden  litarge  eek  on  the  por-  05 

furie, 

Of  ech  of  thise  of  ounces  a  certeyn: 
Noght    helpeth   vs — oure    labour    is    in 

veyn! 

Ne  eek  oure  spirites  ascencioun, 
Ne  oure  matires  bat  lyen  al  fix  adoun, 
Mowe    in    oure    werkyng    no-thyng    vs   10 

auaille ; 

ffor  lost  is  al  oure  labour  and  trauaille, 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  deuel  waye, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  vp-on  it  laye. 
^[Ther  is  also  ful  many~another  thyng 
That  is  vn-to  oure  craft  apertenyng;  15 
Though  I  by  ordre  hem  nat  reherce 

kan, 

By  cause  that  I  am  a  lewed  man. 
Yet  wol   I  telle  hem  as  they  come  to 

mynde, 
Thogh  I  ne  kan  nat  sette  hem  in  hir 

kynde ; 

As  ooole  armonyak,   vercZegrees,   froras,  20 
And    sondry    vessels    maad    of    erthe 

and    glas : 
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Oure  vrynales,   and   cure   descensories, 
Violes,  crosletz,  and  sublymatories, 
Cucurbites,   and  alambikes   eek, 
25  And    othere    swiche,    deere    ynough    a 

leek- 
Nat  nedeth  it  for  to  reherce  hem  alle. 
Watres   rubifiyng,   and   fcoles   galle, 
Arsenyk,     sal     ormonyak,     and     Z>rym- 

stoon, 
And   herbes   koude    I  telle    eek   many 

oon; 

30  As    egremoyne,   valerian,    and    lunarie, 
And    othere    swiche,    if    that    me    liste 

tarie ; 
Oure    lampes    brennyng    bothe    nyght 

and    day, 
To  brynge  aboute  oure  purpos,  if  we 

may; 

Oure  fourneys   eek   of  calcinaciown, 
35  A'nd    of   watres    albif icacckmn ; 

Vnslekked   lym,   chalk,    and   gleyre   of 

an    ey, 
Poudres   diuerse,  asshes,   donge,   pisse, 

and    cley ; 

Cered    pofce^es,    sal    peter,    vitriole, 
And  diuerse  fires  maad  of  wode  and 

cole; 

40  Sal  tartre,  alkaly,  and  sal  preparat, 
And    combust    matires    and    coagulat; 
Cley  maad  with  hors  and  mannes  heer, 

and  oille 
Of    dartre,    alum,    glas,    berme,    wort, 

and  argoille, 

Resalgar,   and  oure   matires   enbibyng, 
45  And  eek  of  oure  matires  encorporyng, 
And  of  oure  siluer  citrinaciotm, 
[And  of]  oure  cementyng  and  fermen- 

tacioim, 

Oure   yngottes,   testes,   and   many   mo. 
I    wol    yow    telle,    as    was    me    taught 

also, 
50  The    foure    spirites,    and    the    bodies 

seuene 
By    ordre,    as    ofte    I  herde    my    lord 

hem  neuene: 
first e  spirit  quyk-siluer  called  is, 


[G  823-853] 
The    seconde    orpyment,    the    thridde, 

ywis, 
Sal    armonyak,    and   the    ferthe    6rym- 

stoon. 
The  bodies  seuene  eek,  lo  hem  heere  5 

anoon : 
^[Sol    gold    is,    and    Luna    siluer    we 

threpe, 
Mars    ^ren,     Mercuric    quyk-siluer    we 

clepe, 

Saturnus  leed,  and  luppiter  is  tyn, 
And  Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kyn! 
^[This  cursed  craft  who-so  wol[e]  exer-  (. 

cise, 
He   shal   no   good   han   }mt   hym  may 

suf  f  ise  ; 
ffor    al    the    good    he    spendeth    ther- 

aboute 

He  lese  shal,  ther-of  haue  I  no  doute. 
Who-so  that  listeth   outen  his  folie, 
Lat   hym   come   forth   and   lerne   mul-  (. 

tiplie ; 
And  euery  man  that  oght  hath  in  his 

cofre, 
Lat   hym   appiere,    and   wexe   a  philo- 

sophre. 

Ascaunse  that  craft  is  so  light  to  leere? 
Nay,  nay,  God  woot,  al  be  he  monk 

or  frere, 
Freest    or     chanotm,    or    any     oother  ; 

wyght, 
Though  he  sitte  at  his  book,  bothe  day 

and  nyght, 

In  lernyng  of  this  eluysshe  nyce  loore, 
Al  is  in  veyn,  and,  parde,  muchel  moore 
To  lerne  a  lewed  man  this  subtiltee — 
ffy!  spek  nat  ther-of,  for  it  wol  nat  bee.  \ 
And  konne  he  letterure,   or  konne  he 

noon, 

As  in  effect,  he  shal  fynde  it  al  oon; 
ffor    bothe    two — by    my    sauaciown! — 
Conduden  in  multiplicacioim 
Ylyke  wel,  whan  they  han  al  ydo;          I 
This  is  to  seyn:  they  faillen  bothe  two. 
Yet  forgat  I  to  maken  rehersaille 
Of  watres  corosif  and  of  lymaille, 
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And   of  bodies   mollificackmn,  Which  J)at  they  myghte  wrappe   hem  10 

85  And  also  of  hir  induraciown;  inne  at  nyght, 

Oilles,    ablucions,    and   metal   fusible —  i    A'nd  a  brat  to  walke[n]  inne  by  day 


To  tellen  al  wolde  passen  any  Bible 
That  owher  is;  wherfore,  as  for  the 

beste, 
Of    alle    thise    names    now    wol    I   me 

reste. 
90  ffor,    as    I    trowe,    I    haue    yow    toold 

ynowe 
To  reyse  a  feend,  al  looke  he  neuer  so 

rowe. 

^[A  nay!  lat  be!  the  philosophies  stoon, 
Elixir  clept,  we  sechen  faste  echoon; 
ffor  hadde  we  hym,  thanne  were  we 

siker  ynow. 
95  But    vn-to    God    of     heuene    I    make 

avow: 
ffor    al    oure    craft,    whan   we    han   al 

ydo 
With    al    oure    sleighte,    he    wol    nat 

come  vs  to. 
He"    hath    maad    vs    spenden    muchel 

good, 
ffor  sorwe  of  which  almoost  we  wexen 

wood, 
00  But   that   good    hope    crepeth   in   oure 

herte, 
Supposynge     euere,     though     we     sore 

smerte, 

To  be  releeued  by  hym  afterward. 
Swich  supposyng  and  hope  is  sharp 

and   hard ; 

I  warne  yow  wel:  it  is  to  seken  euere! 
05  That  'future  temps'  hath  maad  men  to 

disseuere, 
In    trust    ther-of,    from    al    J>at    euere 

they  hadde. 
Yet   of  that   art   they  kan  nat  wexen 

sadde ; 

ffor  vn-to  hem  it  is  a  bitter  sweete. 
So  semeth  it;  for  nadde  they  but  a 

sheete 


lyght, 

They   wolde   hem    selle,    and   spenden 

on  this  craft; 
They   kan   nat   stynte   til   no-thyng   be 

laft. 
And  eueremoore,  where  J>at  euere  they 

goon, 
Men    may    hem    knowe    by    smel    of   15 

fcrymstoon. 
ffor   al   the   world   they   stynken   as   a 

goot; 

Hir  sauour  is  so  rammyssh  and  so  hoot, 
That,  though  a  man  a  wile  from  hem 

be, 
The  sauour  wol[e]  infecte  hym,  truste 

me. 
And   thus   by   smel   and   by   thredbare  20 

array, 
If  J)at  men  liste,  this  folk  they  knowe 

may. 
And  if  a  man  wole  aske  hem  pryue- 

iy> 

Why  they  been  clothed  so  vnthriftily, 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere, 
And  seyn  J)at,  if  J>at  they  espied  were,  25 
Men  wolde  hem  slee  by  cause  of  hir 

science. 

Lo,  thus  this  folk  betrayen  innocence! 
Passe  ouer  this!— I   go  my  tale  vn-to. 
Er  J)at  the  pot  be  on  the  fir  ydo 
Of    metals    with    a    certeyn    quantitee,  30 
My  lord  hem  tempreth,  and  no  man 

but  he— 
Now    he   is    goon,    I  dar[e]    seyn   bol- 

dely- 

ffor  as  men  seyn,   he  kan  doon  craf 
tily, 
Algate    I  woot   wel    he    hath    swich   a 

name; 
And  yet  ful  ofte  he  renneth  in  a  blame.  35 
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And  wite  ye  how?  /fill  ofte  it  happeth 

so, 
The   pot   tobreketh — and,    far[e]wel,   al 

is    go! 

Thise  metals  been  of  so  greet  violence, 
Oure  walles  mowe  nat  make  hem  resist- 

ence, 
40  But  if  they  weren  wroght  of  lym  and 

stoon  ; 
They   percen  so,   and   thurgh   the   wal 

they  goon, 
And  somme  of  hem  synkera  in-to  the 

ground — 
Thus   han  we   lost   by  tymes   many~a 

pound — , 
And  somme  are   scatered  al  the  floor 

aboute, 
45  Somme  lepte  in-to  the  roof,  with-outen 

doute ; 
Though  J)at  the   feend  noght  in  oure 

sighte    hym    shewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  vs  be,  that  ilke  shrewe ! 
In    helle,    where    J)at    he    lord    is    and 

sire, 
Nis  ther  moore  wo,  ne  moore  rancour, 

ne  ire. 
50  Whan  that  oure  pot  is  broke,  as  I  haue 

sayd, 
Euery  man  chit,   and   halt  hym  yuele 

apayd. 
^f  Somme  seyde  it  was   [a]long  on  the 

fir    makyng, 
Somme    seyde,    '.Nay!    it    was    on    the 

blowyng' — 
Thanne  was  I  fered,  for  that  was  myn 

office. 
55  ^f 'Straw  1*   quod  the   thridde,   'ye  been 

lewed  and  nyce; 

It  was  nat  tempred  as  it  oghte  be.'  • 
^f'Nayl'  quod  the  fourthe,  'stynte,  and 

herkne  me! 
By   cause   oure   fir   ne   was   nat   maad 

of    6eech, 
That   is  the    cause,   and   oother  noon, 

so  theechr 


[G  930-957] 

I   kan  nat  telle  wher-on  it  was  along,  60 
But  wel  I  woot  greet  strif  vs  is  among. 
^['What!,'   quod  my  lord,   'ther  is   na- 

rnoore  to  doone, 

Of  thise  perils  I  wol  be  war  eft-soone; 
I    am    right    siker    that    the    pot    was 

erased — 

Be  as  be  may — be  ye  no-thyng  amased !  65 
As    vsage    is,    lat    swepe    the   floor   as 

swithe ; 
Plukke  vp  youre  hertes,  and  beeth  glad 

and  blithe!' 
(^[The  mullok  on  an  heep(e)   7/sweped 

was, 

And    on    the    floor    yeast    a    canevas, 
And  al  this  mullok  in  a  syve  ythrowe,  7C 
And  sifted,  and  ypiked  many^a  throwe. 
^['Pardee!'  quod  oon  'somwhat  of  oure 

metal 
Yet  is  ther  heere,  though  J)at  we  han 

nat    al. 
Al-though  this  thyng  myshapped  haue 

as   now, 

Another    tyme    it    may    be    wel    ynow.  75 
Vs  moste  putte  oure  good  in  auenture; 
A  warchaunt,  pardee,  may  nat  ay  en 
dure, 

Trusteth    me    wel,    in    his    prosperitee; 
Somtyme  his  good  is  drenched  in  the 

see, 
And  somtyme  comth  it  sauf  vn-to  the  8C 

londe.' 
^['PeesP    quod    my    lord,    'the    nexte 

tyme  I  shal  fonde 
To  brynge[n]  oure  craft  al  in  another 

plite, 
And   but    I  do,    sire,   lat   me   han   the 

wite; 
Ther  was  defaute   in  som-what,  wel   I 

woot.' 
^[Another    seyde,     'The    fir    was    ouer-  8£ 

hoot' — 
But   be   it   hoot   or   coold,    I   dar  seye 

this: 
That  we  concluden  eueremoore  amys. 
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[G  958-982] 

We  faille  of  that  which  J)at  we  wolden 

haue, 
And  in  cure  madnesse  eueremoore  we 

raue. 

90  And  whan  we  been  togidres  euerichoon, 
Euery  man  semeth  a   Salomon. 
But  euery-thyng  which  J)at  sfo/neth  as 

the    goldf) 

Nis  nat  gold,  as  hat  I  haue  herd  told, 

Ne  euery  appul  that  is  fair  to  [e]ye,f) 

95  Nis    nat    good,    what-so    men    clappe 

or   crye. 

^[Right   so   fareth   it   amonges   vs. 
He  hat  semeth  the  wiseste,  by  Ihesus! 
I's  moost  fool,  whan  it  comth  to  the 

preef, 

And  he  J)at  semeth  trewest  is  a  theef. 
CO  That  shul  ye  knowe,  er  hat  I  fro  yow 

wende, 
By  that   I  of  my  tale  haue   maad  an 

ende. 

^Explicit   prima    pars. 

Et   sequitur   pars   secunda*) 

Ther  was  a  chanown  of  religioun 

Amonges  vs,  wolde  infecte  al  a  toun, 

Thogh   it   as    greet   were   as   was   Ny- 

nyuee, 
05  Rome,   Alisaundre,   Troye,    and  othere 

three.- 

His  sleightes  and  his  infinite  falsnesse 
Ther  koude  no  man  writen,  as  I  gesse, 
Though   hat   he   lyue   myghte   a  thou 
sand  yeer. 
In   al   this   world   of  falshede   nas   his 

peer; 
10  ffor  in  hise  termes  so  he  wolde  hym 

wynde, 
And    speke    hise    wordes    in    so    sly   a 

kynde, 
Whan    he    commune    shal    with     any 

wight, 


[G  983—1009] 

That  he  wol  make  hym  doten     anon- 
right, 

But   it  a  feend  be,   as   hym-seluen  is. 
fful  many~a   man   hath   he  bigiled   er  1 

this, 
And    wol[e],    if    that    he    lyue    may    a 

while ; 
And  yet  men  ride  and  goon  ful  many~a 

mile 
Hym  for  to  seke,  and  haue  his  aqueynt- 

aunce, 
Noght  knowynge  of  his  false  gouern- 

aunce ; 

And  if  yow  list  to  yeue  me  audience,  2 
I  wol  it  tellew  heere  in  youre  presence. 
^[But   worshipful   chanons   religious, 
Ne    demeth    nat    that    I  [dejsclaundre 

your(e)    hous, 
Al-though  [that]  my  tale  of  a  chianoun, 

bee- 

Of  euery  ordre  som  shrewe  is,  pardee !  2 
And  God  forbede  that  al  a  compaignye 
Sholde  rewe  o.  synguleer  mannes  folye  I 
To  sclaundre  yow  is  no-thyng  myn  en 
tente, 

But  to  correcten  that  is  mys,  I  mente. 
This  tale  was  nat  oonly  toold  for  yow,  2 
But  eek  for  othere   mo;  ye  woot  wel 

how 

That    among    Cristes    Apostles    twelue 
Ther  nas  no  tray  tour  but  ludas  hym- 

selue. 
Thanne   why   sholde    al   the   remenant 

haue  a  blame 
That    giltlees    were?     By    yow    I  seye  2 

the   same, 

Saue  oonly  this,  if  ye  wol  herkne  me: 
If  any  ludas   in  youre  couent  be, 
Remoeueth  hym  bitymes,    I  yow  rede, 
If    shame    or    los    may    causen    any 

drede, 
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17240—17291 


[G  1010 — 1034] 
40  And  beeth  no-thyng   displesed,    I  yow 

preye ; 
But   in   this    cas   herketh   what    I  shal 

seye. 

IN    Londcwn  was   a   preest   onnueleer 
That  ther-mne  hadde  dwelled  many~a 

yeer, 
Which  was  so  plesaunt  and  so  seruys- 

able 
45  Vn-to    the    wyf    where-as    he    was    at 

table, 
That   she   wolde   suffre   hym   no-thyng 

for  to  paye 
ffor  bord  ne  clothyng,  wente  he  neuer 

so    gaye; 
And   spendyng   siluer   hadde   he   right 

ynow — 
Ther-of    no    forsl     I    wol    procede    as 

now, 

50  And  telle  forth  my  tale  of  the  chanoun 
That  broghte  this  preest  to  confusiown. 
^[This  false  chanon  cam  vp-on  a  day 
Vn-to  this  preestes  chambre,  wher  he 

lay, 
Bisechynge   hym  to   lene   hym  a   cer- 

teyn 
55  Of  gold,  and   he  wolde   quite  it  hym 

ageyn. 
'Leene    me    a    marc,'    quod    he,    'but 

dayes    three, 

And  at  my  day  I  wol  it  quit  en  thee; 
And    if    so    be    that    thow    me    fynde 

fals, 
Another    day    do    hange    me    by    the 

hals/ 
60  ^[This   preest   hym   took  a   marc,   and 

that  as  swithe; 
And  this    chanoun   hym   thanked   ofte 

sithe, 
And   took   his    leue,   and   wente   forth 

his    weye, 
And   at   the    thridde    day   broghte   his 

inoneye, 
And   to   the   preest   he   took   his   gold 

agayn, 


[G  1035—1061] 
Wher-of  this  preest  was  wonder  glad  65 

and   fayn. 
^['Certes,'  quod  he,  'no-thyng  anoyeth 

me 
To   lene  a   man   a   noble,   or  two,    or 

thre, 

Or  what  thyng  were  in  my  possesskwn, 
Whan  he  so  trewe  is  of  condickmn, 
That  in  no  wise  he  breke  wol[e]  his  70 

day; 
To    swich    a    man    I  kan    neuer    seye 

nay.' 
^f'What!'    quod   this    chanoun,    'sholde 

I   be  vntrewe  ? 
Nay,    that   were    [a]    thyng    yfallen   al 

of    newe! 
Trouthe   is   a   thyng   that   I  wol   euere 

kepe 
Fn-to   that   day   in   which   that    I  shal  75 

crepe 

In-to  my  graue,  or  ellis  God  forbede! 
Bileueth  this  as  siker  as  the  crede. 
God  thanke  I,  and  in  good  tyme  be 

it   sayd 
That  ther  was   neuere  man  yet  yuele 

apayd 

ffor  gold  ne  siluer  that  he  to  me  lente,  80 
Ne   neuere   falshede    in   myn   herte    I 

mente. 
And,  sire,'  quod  he,  'now  of  my  pry- 

uetee, 
Syn    ye    so    goodlich    han   been   vn-to 

me, 

And  kithed  to  me  so  greet  gentillesse, 
Som-what,  to  quyte  with  youre  kyn-  85 

denesse, 
I  wol  yow  shewe;  if  that  yow  list  to 

leere, 

I   wol  yow  teche   pleynly  the  manere 
How  I  kan  werken  in  philosophic. 
Taketh  good  heede!  ye  shul  wel  seen 

at   [ejye 

That   I  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.'  90 
If 'Ye,'  quod  the  preest,  'ye,  sir(e),  [quod 

he]  and  wol  ye  so  ? 
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[G  1062— 1088] 

Marie!    ther-of    I  praye    yow    hertely.' 

5' At  your(e)  comandement,  sire,  trewe- 

Quod  the  chanown,  'and  ellis  God  for- 

beede!' 
95  «[Loo!  how  this  theef  koude  his  seru- 

ice  beede! 
fful    sooth    it    is    that    swich    profred 

seruyse 

Stynketh,  as  witnessen  thise  oldewyse; 

And    that    ful    soone    I  wol    it    verifie 

In  this  chanown,  roote  of  alle  trecherie, 

CO  That  euere-moore  delit  hath  and  glad- 

nesse — 
Swiche  feendly  thoughtes  in  his  herte 

impresse ! — 
How    Cristes    peple    he    may    to   mes- 

chief  brynge. 
God  kepe  vs  from  his  false  dissymul- 

ynge! 
^[Noght  wiste  this   preest  with  whom 

J)at  he  delte, 
05  N6f   his   harm   comynge   he   no-thyng 

felte. 

O    sely   preest!    o   sely   innocent! 
With    coueitise    anon    thou    shalt    be 

blent. 
O    gracelees,    ful    blynd    is    thy    con- 

ceit[e]! 
No-thyng    ne    artow    war    of    the    de- 

ceit[e] 
10  Which  that  this  fox  yshapen  hath  for 

thee; 
Hise    wily    wrenches    thou    ne    mayst 

nat    flee. 

Wherfore  to  go  to  the  conclusion 
That    refereth    to    thy    confusion, 
Vnhappy    man,    anon    I  wol    me    hye, 
15  To  tellen  thyn  vnwit  and  heigh  folye, 
And  eek  the  falsnesse  of  that  oother 

wrecche, 
A's     ferforth    as     my     konnyng     may 

strecche. 
This  chanon  was  my  lord,  ye  wolden 

weene  ? 


[G  1089—1115] 
Sir(e)    hoost,    in    feith,     and    by    the 

heuenes   queene ! 

It  was  another  chanown,  and  nat  hee,  ^ 
That    kan    an    hundred    foold    moore 

subtiltee. 

He  hath  bitrayed  folkes  many  tyme; 
Of  his  falshede  it  dulleth  me  to  ryme. 
Euere  whan  J)at  I  speke  of  his  falshede, 
ffor  shame  of  hym  my  chekes  wexen  ^ 

rede; 

Algates  they  bigynnen  for  to  glowe, 
ffor  reednesse  haue  I  noon,  right  wel 

I    knowe, 

In  my  visage;  for  fumes  diuerse 
Of   metals,    whiche    ye    han   herd   me 

reherce, 
Consumed  and  wasted   han   my  reed-  £ 

nesse. 
Now  taak  heede  of  this  chanons  cursed- 

nesse ! 
^['Sire,'    quod    he    to    the    preest,    'lat 

your(e)  man  gon 

ffor  quyk-siluer,  that  we  hadde  it  anon, 
And  lat  hym  bryngen  ounces  two  or 

three. 
And    whan    he    comth,    as    faste    shal  2 

ye    see 
A     wonder     thyng     which     ye     saugh 

neuere    er    this.' 
^['Sire,'    quod   the    preest,    'it    shal   be 

doon    ywis.' 
He  bad  his  seruant  fecchen  hym  this 

thyng, 

And  he  al  redy  was  at  his  biddyng, 
And  wente  hym  forth,  and  cam  anon  4 

agayn 
With    this    quyk-siluer,    soothly   for   to 

sayn, 
And   tok[e]   thise   ounces   thre   to   the 

chanoun ; 

And  he  hem  leyde  faire  and  wel  adoun, 
And  bad  the  seruant  coles  for  to 

brynge, 
That  he  anon  myghte  go  to  his  werk-  4 

ynge. 
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17346—17398 


[G  1116—1143] 

^[The    coles    right    anon    weren    yfet, 
And    this    chanoun    took    out    a    cros- 
i  selet 

Of  his   bosom,   and   shewed   it   to   the 

preest. 
'This  instrument/  quod  he,  'which  J)at 

thou  seest, 

50  Taak[e]    in   thyn    hand,    and    put   thy 
self  ther-inne 
Of  this  quyk-siluer  an  ounce,  and  heer 

bigynne, 
In    name    of    Crist,    to    wexe    a    philo- 

sofre. 
Ther  been  ful  fewe  to  whiche  I  wolde 

profre 
To    shewen   hem    thus    muche    of   my 

science ; 

55  ffor  ye  shul  seen  heer  by  experience 
That  this  quyk-siluer  wol  I  mortifye 
Right  in  youre  sighte  anon,  I  wol  nat 

lye, 

And  make  it  as  good  siluer  and  as  fyn 
As    ther    is    any    in    youre    purse    or 

myn, 

60  Or  elleswhere,  and  make  it  malliable, 
And  elles  holdeth  me  fals  and  vnable 
Amonges  folk  for  euere  to  appeere. 
I  haue  a  poudre  heer,  J)at  coste  me 

deere, 
Shal    make    al    good,    for    it    is    cause 

of   al 
65  My    konnyng,    which    J)at    I  [to]    yow 

shewen    shal. 
Voyde    youre    man,    and    lat    hym    be 

ther-oute, 
And    shette   the    dore    whils    we    been 

aboute 

Oure  pryuetee,  that  no  man  vs  espie, 
Whils    that    we    werke    in    this    philo- 

sophie.' 

70  flfAl  as  he  bad  fulfilled  was  in  dede; 
This  ilke  seruant  anonright  out  yede, 
And  his  raaister  shette  the  dore  anon, 
And  to  hir  labour  spedily  they  gon. 


[G  1144—1168] 
^[This   preest,   at   this   cursed  chanons 

biddyng, 

Vp-on   the   fir   anon   sette   this   thyng,  75 
And    blew    the    fir,    and    bisyed    hym 

ful    faste; 
And   this   chanoun    in-to    the    crosselet 

caste 

A  poudre— noot  I  wher-of  that  it  was 
Ymaad,  ouj)er  of  chalk,  oufcer  of  glas, 
Or  som-what  elles  was  nat  worth  a  SO 

flye— 
To   blynde   with   the   preest,   and   bad 

hym    hye 

The  coles  for  to  couchen  al  aboue 
The  crosselet.  'ffor  in  tokenyng  I  thee 

loue,' 
Quod     this     chanoun,     'thyne     owene 

handes   two 
Shul  werche  al  thyng  which  that  shal  85 

heer  be  do.' 
^f'Graunt  mercy,'  quod  the  preest,  and 

was  ful  glad, 
And  couched  cole  as  that  the  chanown 

bad. 
And   while   he   bisy   was,   this   feendly 

wrecche, 
This    false    chanoun — the    foule    feend 

hym   fecche! — 
Out  of  his  bosom  [he]  took  a  frechen  90 

cole, 
In    which    ful    subtilly    was    maad    an 

hole, 
And    ther-inne    put    was    of    siluer    le- 

maille 
An  ounce,  and  stopped  was,  with-outen 

faille, 
The    hole   with   wex,    to   kepe   the   le- 

maille   in ; 

And  vnderstondeth  that  this  false  gyn  95 
Was  nat  maad  ther,  but  it  was  maad 

bif  ore ; 

And  othere  thynges  I  shal  tellen  moore 
Herafterward,  whiche  J)at  he  with  hym 

broghte. 
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[G  1169—1192] 

Er   he   cam   there,    hym    to   bigile   he 

thoghte ; 
00  And    so    he    dide,    er    J>at    they   wente 

atwynne ; 
Til    he    had    terwed    hym,    he    koude 

nat  blynne. 
It    dulleth    me    whan    that    I  of    hym 

speke; 

On  his  falshede  fayn  wolde  I  me  wreke, 
If   I  wiste   how,   but   he   is  heere  and 

there, 

05  He   is    so   variaunt,    [hat]    he   abit   no 
where. 
^[But    taketh    heede    now,    sires,    for 

Goddes  loue! 
He    took    this    cole    of    which    I  spak 

aboue, 

And   in  his   hand   he  baar  it  pryuely. 

And  whils  the   preest   couchede  bisily 

10  The    coles,    as    I  tolde    yow    er    this, 

This  chanown  seyde,   '/frend,   ye  doon 

amys! 

This   is  nat    couched   as   it  oghte   be; 
But    soone    I  shal    amenden    it,'    quod 

'he. 
'Now    lat   me    medle    ther-with    but    a 

while, 
15  ffor    of    yow    haue    I  pitee,    by    seynt 

Gile! 
Ye  been  right  hoot,   I  se  wel  how  ye 

swete ; 
Haue   heer   a    clooth,   and   wipe   awey 

the   wete !' 
And   whiles   J>at   the   preest   wiped   his 

face, 
This  chanown  took  his  cole  with  harde 

grace, 
20  [And]  leyde  it  aboue,  vp-on  the  myd- 

deward 

Of  the  crosselet,   and   blew  wel  after 
ward, 
Til  that  the  coles  gonne  faste  brenne. 


[G  1193—1216] 
•pNow  yeue  vs  drynke,'  quod  the  cha- 

noun  thenne, 
'As    swithe    al    shal    be    wel,    I  vnder- 

take; 

Sitte  we  doun,  and  lat  vs  myrie  make  I*  2 
And  whan  J)at   this   chanownes   fcechen 

cole 
Was  brent,  al  the  lemaille  out  of  the 

hole 

In-to    the    crosselet    fil    anon    adoun, 
And  so  it  moste  nedes  by  resoun, 
Syn   it  so   euene  aboue[n]   it   couched  3 

was. 
But  ther-of  wiste  the  preest  no-thyng, 

alias  1 

He  denied  alle  the  coles  yliche  good, 
ffor  of  that  sleighte  he  no-thyng  vnder- 

stood. 
And  whan  this   alkamystre   saugh   his 

tyme : 
'Ris    vp,'    quod    he,    'sire    preest,    and  3 

stondeth  by  me! 
And    for    I    woot    wel    mgot    haue    ye 

noon, 
Gooth,  walketh  forth,  and  bryng(e)  vs 

a    chalk-stoon; 

ffor  I  wol  make  it  of  the  same  shap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  han  hap; 
And  bryngeth  eek  with  yow  a  bolle  4 

or    a    panne 
fful    of    water,    and    ye    shul    se    wel 

thanne 
How   J>at    oure    bisynesse    shal    thryue 

and    preeue. 
And  yet,   for   ye  shul   han  no  mysbi- 

leeue, 
Ne   wrong   conceit[e]    of   me   in   youre 

absence, 
I   ne  wol  nat  been  out  of  youre  pre-  4 

sence, 
But  go  with  yow,  and  come  with  yow 

ageyn.' 
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[G  1217—1242] 

The      chambre-dore— shortly      for      to   | 

seyn— 
They   opened,   and   shette,    and   wente 

hir    weye, 
And    forth    with    hem    they    carieden 

the    keye, 
50  And    coome    ageyn     with-oute[n]     any 

delay. 
What    sholde    I  tarien    al    the    longe 

day? 
He   took   the   chalk,    and   shoop   it   in 

the  wise 

Of   an   ingot,    as    I  shal   yow   deuyse: 
Jfl    seye    he    took    out    of    his    owene 

sleeue 
55  A    teyne    of    siluer — yuele    moote    he 

cheeue ! — 
Which  J)at  was   nat  but  an  ounce  of 

weighte. 
And  taketh  heede   now  of  his   cursed    | 

sleighte  1 
^fHe  shoop  his   ingot  in  lengthe  and 

[eek]  in  breede 

O'f  this   teyne,   with-outen  any   drede, 

60  So  slyly,  that  the  preest  it  nat  espide; 

And    in    his    sleue    agayn    he    gan    it 

hide, 
And  fro  the   fir   he  took  vp  his   ma- 

teere, 
And   in   thyngot    putte    it   with   myrie 

cheere, 

And   in  the   water-vessel    he   it   caste, 
65  Whan    J>at    hym    luste,    and    bad    the 

preest  as  f aste : 
'JLo&e  what  there  is!  put  in.  thin  hand, 

and    grope— 
Thow    fynde    shalt    ther    siluer,    as    I 

hope.'*) 
He  putte  his  hand  in,  and  took  vp  a 

teyne 

Of  siluer  fyn,  and  glad  in  euery  veyne 
70  Was  this  preest,  whan  he  saugh  it  was 

so. 


I7447—I7497 

[G"  1243—1269] 
'Goddes    blessyng,    and    his     moodres 

also, 
And   alle   halwes    have   ye,    sir(e)   cha- 

nown  I* 

Seyde  this  preest,  'and  I  hir  malisown, 
But,  and  ye  vouche-sauf  to  techen  me 
This    noble    craft    and    this    subtilitee,  75 
I  wol  be  youre  in  al  that  euere  I  may!' 
^[Quod  the  chanoun,  'Yet  wol  I  make 

assay 
The  seconde  tyme,  J)at  ye  may  taken 

heede, 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  in  youre 

neede 

Another   day   assaye   in   myn   absence  80 
This  disciplyne  and  this  crafty  science. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,'  quod  he  tho, 
'Of  quyk-siluer,  with-outen  wordes  mo, 
And  do  ther-with  as   ye  han  doon  er 

this 
With     that    oother,     which    J)at    now  85 

siluer  is.' 
^[This    preest    hym   bisieth    in   al    }>at 

kan 
To  doon  as  this  chanown,  this  cursed 

man, 
Comanded    hym,    and    faste    he    blew 

the   fir, 

ffor  to  come  to  theffect  of  his  desir. 
And  this  chanon,   right  in  the  meene  90 

while, 

Al  redy  was  the  preest  eft  to  bigile, 
And   for   a    contenazmce   in   his   hand 

he    bar 
An  holwe  stikke — taak  keep[e]  and  be 

war! — 
In  the  ende   of  which  an  ounce,  and 

namoore, 

Of   siluer  lemaille   put   was,   as   bifore  95 
I'n    his    cole — and    stopped    with    wex 

weel, 
ffor    to    kepe    in    his    lemaille    euery- 

deel. 
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[G  1270—1293] 

And   whil   this    preest   was   in   his   bi- 

synesse, 
This  chano^n  with  his  stikke  gan  hym 

dresse 
00  To   hym  anon,   and   his   poudre   caste 

in, 
As  he  dide   er — the   deuel   out  of  his 

skyn 
Hym   terve,    I  praye    to    God,    for   his 

falshede! 
ffor  he  was   euere  fals  in  thoght  and 

dede — , 
And  with  'this   stikke  aboue  the  cros- 

selet, 

05  That  was  ordeyned  with  that  false  ^'et, 
He  stired  the  coles,  til  relente  gan 
The  wex  agayn  the  fir,  as  euery  man, 
But    it   a   fool   be,    woot   wel   it   moot 

nede; 

And  al  that  in  the  stikke  was  out  yede, 
10  And  in  the  crosselet  hastily  it  fel. 
J[Now,   goode  sires,   what  wol  ye  bet 

than  wel  ? 
Whan  J)at  this  preest  thus  was  bigiled 

ageyn, 
Supposynge   noght  but   treuthe,   sooth 

to  seyn, 
He   was   so   glad   that    I~ne   kan   nat 

expresse 
15  In    no    manere    his    myrthe    and    his 

gladnesse ; 
And   to   the   chammn   he   profred   eft- 

soone 
Body  and  good.    'Ye/   quod  the  cha- 

nown   soone, 
'Though  poure  I  be,  crafty  thou  shalt 

me  fynde; 
I   warne  thee,    yet   is   ther  moore  bi- 

hynde. 
20  flfls  ther   any   coper   her-inne?'   seyde 

he. 
flT'Ye,1   quod  the   preest,   'sire,    I  trowe 

wel  ther  be.' 


[G  1294—1320] 
^['Elles   go  bye   vs   som,   and  that  as 

swithe. 
Now,    goode   sire,    go    forth    thy    wey, 

and  hy  the!' 
^[He    wente    his    wey,    and    with    the 

coper    cam, 
And   this   chanown   it   in   hise   handes  2 

nam, 
And  of  that   coper  weyed  out  but  an 

ounce. 

JfAl   to   symple   is   my   tonge   to   pro 
nounce 

As  winistre  of  my  wit  the  doublenesse 
Of  this  chanown,  roote  of  alle  cursed- 

nesse. 
He  semed  freendly  to  hem  J)at  knewe  2 

hym  noght, 
But    he    was    feendly    bothe    in    werJc 

and    thoght. 

It  weerieth  me  to  telle  of  his  falsnesse, 
And  nathelees  yet  wol  I  it  expresse 
To  th entente,  that  men  may  be  war 

therby, 

And   for   noon   oother    cause,    trewely.  3 
^[He    putte    the    ounce    of    coper    in 

the  crosselet, 

And  on  the  fir  as  swithe  he  hath  it  set, 
And  caste  in  poudre,  and  made  the 

preest  to  blowe, 
And    in    his    werkyng    for    to    stoupe 

lowe, 

As  he  dide  er,  and  al  nas  but  a  a'ape;  4 
Right    as    hym    liste,    the    preest    he 

made  his  ape. 

And  afterward  in  the  ingot  he  it  caste, 
And  in  the  panne  putte  it  at  the  laste 
Of  [the]  water;  in  he  putte  his  owene 

hand, 

And  in  his  sleue,   as  ye  biforen-hand  A 
Herde  me  telle,  hadde  a  siluer  teyne. 
He    slyly   took[e]    it    out — this    cursed 

heyne ! — 
Vnwityng  this  preest  of  his  false  craft, 


11/12 
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17549—17601 


[G  1321—1346] 

And    in    the    pannes    botme    he    hath 

it    laft, 

50  And  in  the  water  rombled  to  and  fro, 
And  wonder  pryuely  took  vp  also 
The  coper  teyne,  noght  knowynge  this 

preest, 
And  hidde  it,   and  hym  hente  by  the 

breest, 
And    to    hym    spak,    and    thus    seyde 

in    his    game : 
55  'Stoupeth   adoun!    by    God,    ye    be    to 

blame ! 
Helpeth  me  now,  as  I  dide  yow  whil- 

eer; 
Putte    in    youre    hand,     and     looketh 

what  is  theer!' 
^[This  preest  took  vp  this  siluer  teyne 

anon, 
And   thanne   seyde   the   chanotm,    'Lat 

vs    gon 
50  With    thise    thre    teynes,    whiche    J>at 

we    han   wroght, 
To   som   <7oldsmyth,    and   wite   if   they 

been  ouht; 
ffor,    by    my    feith,    I  nolde,    for   myn 

hood, 
But   if  that   they  were  siluer  fyn  and 

good, 

And  that  as  swithe  preeued  it  shal  bee.' 
65  ^[Vn-to  the  #oldsmyth  with  thise  teynes 

three 
They    wente,    and    putte    thise    teynes 

in  assay 
To   fir   and    hamer;    myghte    no    man 

seye    'nay/ 

But  J>at  they  weren  as  hem  oghte  be. 
fl[This  sotted  preest,  "who  was  gladder 

than  he? 
70  Was    neuere    brid    gladder    agayn    the 

day, 

Ne  nyghtyngale,  in  the  sesown  of  May, 
Nas    neuere    noon    that    luste    bet    to 

synge, 

Ne  lady  lustier  in  carolynge — 
Or    for    to    speke    of    love    and    wom- 

manhede — : 


[G  I347-I373J 
Ne  knyght  in  armes  to  doon  an  hardy  75 

dede, 
To    stonde[n]    in    grace    of    his    lady 

deere, 
Than  hadde  this  preest  this  soory  craft 

to  leere. 
And    to    the    chanown    thus    he    spak, 

and    seyde : 
'ffor    loue    of    God,    that    for    vs    alle 

deyde, 

And   as    I  may   deserue   it   vn-to   yow,  80 
What   shal   this   receit[e]   coste,   telleth 

now.' 
T'By~oure    lady,'    quod    this    chanon, 

'it    is   deere ! 
I   warne   yow   wel;   for,   saue   I  and  a 

frere, 

In  Engelond  ther  kan  no  man  it  make.' 
If 'No  fors!'  quod  he,  'now,  sire,  for  85 

Goddes  sake, 

What  shal  I  paye  ?  telleth  me,  I  preye.' 
^pYwis,'  quod  he,  'it  is  ful  deere,  I 

seye; 
Sire,    at    o    word,    if   that   thee   list    it 

haue, 
Ye   shul   paye    fourty   pound,    so    God 

me  saue! 
And  nere  the  freendshipe  |)at  ye  dide  90 

er    this 

To  me,  ye  sholde  paye  moore,  y-wis.' 
^[This  preest  the  somme  of  fourty 

pound  anon 
Of  nobles  fette,  and  took  hem  euerich- 

on 

To  this  chanown  for  this  ilke  receit; 
Al  his  werkyng  nas  but  fraude  and  95 

deceit. 
^f'Sir(e)  preest,'  he  seyde,  'I  kepe  han 

no   loos 
Of  my  craft,  for  I  wolde  it  kept  were 

cloos, 

And,  as  ye  loue  me,  kepeth  it  secree; 
ffor,  and  men  knewen  al  my  soutiltee, 
By  God,  they  wolden  han  so  greet  00 

enuye 
To  me,  by   cause  of  my  philosophye, 
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[G  1374—14011 

I     sholde    be    deed — ther    were    noon 

oother    weye.' 
^['God   it  forbeede!'    quod   the   preest, 

'what   sey   ye  ? 
Yet    hadde    I  leuere    spenden    al    the 

good 
C5  Which    J>at    I  haue — or    elles    wexe    I 

wood — 
Than  that  ye  sholden  falle  in  swich[e] 

mescheef.' 
^['ffor  youre    good   wyl,   sire,    haue    ye 

right  good  preef,' 
Quod  the  chano?m,   'and  farwel,  grant 

mercy !' 
He    wente    his    wey,    and    neuer    the 

preest  hym  sy 
10  After    that    day;    and    whan    JDat    this 

preest  shoolde 
Maken    assay,    at    swich    tyme    as    he 

wolde, 

Of  this  receit,  farwel!  it  wolde  nat  be. 
Lo,  thus  byiaped  and  bigiled  was  he! 
Thus  maketh  he   his   introducckmn 
15  To  brynge  folk  to  hir  destrucckmn. — 
COnsidereth,    sires,    how    J)at    in    ech 

estaat 

Bitwixe  man  and  gold  ther  is  debaat 
So  ferforth,  that  vnnethes  is  ther  noon. 
This  multiplying  blent  so  many  oon, 
20  That,  in  good  feith,  I  trowe  J)at  it  bee 
The  cause  grettest  of  swich  scarsetee. 
Philosophres  speken  so  mystily 
In  this  craft,  J>at  men  kan  nat  come 

therby, 

ffor  any  wit  J>at  men  han  now  a-dayes; 
25  They  mowe  wel  chiteren  as  {>at  doon 

iayes, 
And  in  hir  termes   sette  hir  lust  and 

peyne, 
But    to    hir    purpos    shul    they    neuere 

atteyne. 
A  man  may  lightly  lerne,  if  he  haue 

aught, 
To  multiplie,  and  brynge  his  good  to 

naught. 


[G  1402 — 1428] 
•[[Lo!    swich   a    lucre    is    in   this   lusty  3' 

game! 
A  mannes   myrthe    it   wol   turne   vn-to 

grame, 
And    empten    also    grete    and     heuye 

purses, 
And    maken    folk    for    to     purchacen 

curses 

Of  hem  J>at  han  hir  good  ther-to  ylent. 
ffy,  for  shame !  they  J)at  han  ben  brent,  3 
Alias!    kan    they    nat    flee    the     fires 

heete? 

Ye  that  it  vse,   I  rede  ye  it  leete, 
Lest   ye   lese   al,    for   bet   than  neuere 

is    late; 

Neuere  to  thryue  were  to  long  a  date. 
Though  ye  prolle  ay,  ye  shul  it  neuere  4 

fynde ! 
Ye   been   as    boold   as    is    Bayard   the 

blynde, 
That  blondreth  forth,  and  peril  casteth 

noon; 

He  is  as  boold  to  renne  agayn  a  stoon 
As   for  to    goon   bisides   in  the  weye. 
So  faren  ye  that  multiplie,    I  seye;        4 
If  J>at  youre  [e]yen  kan  nat  seen  aright, 
Looke   J>at   youre   mynde   lakke   noght 

his    sight! 
ffor  though  ye  looken  neuer  so  brode, 

and   stare, 
Ye  shul  no-thyng  wynne  on  that  chaf- 

fare, 
But  wasten  al  that  ye  may  rape  and  5 

renne. 
With-draweth   the   fir,    lest   it   to   faste 

brenne — 

Medleth  namoore  with  that  art,  I  mene; 
ffor  if  ye   doon,   youre   thrift  is   goon 

ful    clene. 
And  right  as  swithe  I  wol  yow  tellen 

heere 
What    [JDat   the]    philosophres    seyn   in  5 

this  mateere. 
LO    thus    seith    Arnold    of    the    JVewe 

Toun, 
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[G  1429-1457] 

As  his  Rosarie  maketh  mencioun; 

He    seith    right    thus,    withouten    any 

lye: 

'Ther  may  no  man  mercuric  mortifie, 
60  But    it    be    with     his     brother    know- 

lechyng'  ; 
How    J)at    he    which    joat    first    seyde 

this  thyng 
Of     philosophres     fader      [first]     was, 

Hermes. 

He  seith  how  ]pat  the  dragon  doutelees 

Ne  dyeth  nat,  but  if  that  he  be  slayn 

65  With   his   brother,    and   that  is  for  to 

sayn: 
By  the  "dragon"   raercurie,   and  noon 

oother, 
He  vnderstood,  and  6rymstoon  by  his 

"brother," 

That  out  of  Sol  and  Luna  were  ydrawe, 
And  therfore  seyde  he,  "Taak  heede 

to  my  sawe! 
70  Lat    no    man    bisye~hym   this    art   for 

seche, 

But  if  J)at  he  thentenckmn  and  speche 
Of  philosophres   vnderstonde   kan, 
And    if   he    do,    he    is    a   lewed   man; 
ffor   this    science    and    this   konnyng," 

quod    he, 
75  "Is    of   the    secree    of    [the]    secretes," 

pardee. 

^[Also  ther  was  a  disciple  of  Plato, 
That  on  a  tyme  seyde  his  maister  to, 
As  his  book  'Senior'  wol  bere  witnesse, 
And  this  was  his  demande  in  sooth- 

fastnesse : 
80  "Telle    me    the    name    of    the    priuee 

stoon." 

^[And  Plato  answerde  vn-to  hym  anoon, 
"Tak[e]  the  stoon  that  Titanos  men 

name." 
^[ 'Which  is  that?'   quod  he.    "Magna- 

sia~is  the  same," 

Seyde  Plato.    'Ye,  sire,  and  is  it  thus? 
85  This    is    "ignotum    per     ignoiius;" 


[G  1458-1481] 
What   is   Magnasia,    good   sire,    I  yow 

preye  ?' 

l~"It  is  a  water  that  is  maad,   I  seye, 
Of   elementes   foure,"    quod   Plato. 
^[ 'Telle  me  the  roote,  good  sire,'  quod 

he  tho, 

'O'f  that  water,  if  it  be  youre  wil[le].'  9C 
fl["Nay,    nay,"    quod    Plato,    "certein, 

that  I  nyl[le]. 
The  philosophres  sworn  were  euerych- 

oon 
That   they  sholden   discouere   it   vn-to 

noon, 

Ne  in  no  book  it  write  in  no  manere; 
ffor  vn-to  Crist  it  is  so  lief  and  deere,  95 
That    he    wol    nat    that    it    discouered 

bee, 

But  where  it   liketh   to  his  dei'tee 
Men  for  tenspire,  and  eek  for  to  def- 

fende 
Whom  J>at  hym  liketh;  lo,  this  is  the 

ende." 
<[[Thanne  conclude  I  thus :  sith  £at  God  OC 

of  heuene 

Ne  wil  nat  that  the  philosophres  neuene 
How  }mt  a  man  shal  come  vn-to  this 

stoon, 

I  rede  as  for  the  beste:  lat  it  goon, 
ffor  who-so  maketh  God  his  oduersarie, 
As  for  to  werke[n]  any  thyng  in  con-  05 

trarie 
Of    his    wil,    certes,     neuer     shal     he 

thryue, 

Thogh  that  he  multiplie  terme  of  lyue. 
And  there  a  poynt;  for  ended  is  my 

tale. 
God    sende    euery    trewe    man    boote 

of   his   bale!    Amen. 

JfHeere  is  ended  the  Chanouns 
yemannes  tale. 
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|H  1-22] 

IX.  Fragment  (H-I). 

24.  The  Maunciples  Tale. 

a)  Heere  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the 
Maunciples  tale. 

10  Woot  ye  nat  where  ther  stand  a  litel 

toun 
Which    J>at    ycleped    is    Bobbe-vp-and- 

doun 

Vnder  the  Blee  in  Caunterbury  weye? 
Ther  gan  oure  hooste  for  to  iape  and 

pleye, 
And   seyde,    '$ires,    what!     Dun   is    in 

the   myie. ! 
15  Is   ther    no   man,   for    preyere    ne   for 

hyre, 
That  wol[e]  awake  oure  felawe  al  bi- 

hynde  ? 
A  theef  myghte  hym  ful  lightly  robbe 

and    bynde. 
See    how    he    nappeth!    see    how,    for 

cokkes   bones! 

That  he  wol  falle  fro  his  hors  atones. 
20  Is  that  a  Cook  of  Londo^n,  with  mes- 

chance  ? 
Do  hym  come  forth — he  knoweth  his 

penaunce, 

ffor  he  shal  telle  a  tale,  by  my  fey! 
Al-though    it    be    nat    worth    a    feotel 

hey. 
Awakje],  thou   Cook!,'   quod  he,    'God 

yeue  thee  sorwe ! 
25  What    eyleth    thee    to    slepe    by     the 

morwe  ? 
Hastow  had  fleen  al  nyght,  or  artow 

dronke  ? 
Or  hastow  with   som  quene  al  nyght 

yswonke, 
So  that  thow  mayst  nat  holden  vp  thyn 

heed?' 
^[This    Cook,    J)at    was    ful    pale    and 

no-thyng  reed, 
30  Seyde    to    oure    hoost,    'So    God    my 

soule    blesse ! 
As   ther    is    falie    on   me   swich   heuy- 

nesse — 


[H  23-46] 
Noot   I  nat  why — bat  me  were  leuere 

slepe 

Than  the  beste  galon  wyn  in  Chepe.' 
flf'Wel,*  quod  the  Maunciple,  'if  it  may 

doon  ese 
To  thee,  sire   Cook,  and  to  no  wight  35 

displese 
Which  ij)at    herre   rideth  in   this    com- 

paignye, 
And  that  oure  hoost  wole,  of  his  cur- 

teisye, 

I  wol  as  now  excuse  thee  of  thy  tale; 
ffor,    in  good   feith,   thy  visage   is   ful 

pale. 
Thyne  [e]yen  daswen  eek,  as  that  me  40 

thynketh, 
And,  wel  I  woot,  thy  breeth  ful  soure 

stynketh, 
That    sheweth    wel    thou    art    nat    wel 

disposed ; 
Of  me,    certeyn,    thou   shalt   nat   been 

yglosed. 
See  how  he   ganeth,   lo,   this  dronken 

wight ! 
As  though  he  wolde  swolwe  vs  anon-  45 

right. 
Hoold  cloos  thy  mouth,  man,  by  thy 

fader  kyn! 
The  deuel  of  helle  sette  his  foot  ther- 

in! 
Thy    cursed    breeth    infecte    wol[e]    vs 

alle; 
ffy,    stynkyng    swyn!    fy,    foule    moote 

thee  falle! 
A!   taketh   heede,   sires,    of   this   lusty  50 

man! 
Now,   sweete   sire,   wol   ye  Austen  atte 

fan? 
Ther-to,    me    thynketh,    ye    been    wel 

yshape. 
I    trowe    that    ye    dronken    han    wyn- 

ope, 
And  that  is  whan  men  pleyen  with  a 

straw.' 
And   with  this    speche   the    Cook   wax  55 

wrooth  &  wraw, 
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[H  47-72) 

And   on  the   Manciple   he   gan   nodde 

faste 
ffor  lak[ke]   of   speche,   and   doun  the 

hors    hym    caste, 
Where-as  he  lay   til  J)at   men  vp  hym. 

took. 

This  was  a  fair  chyuachee  of  a  Cook! 
60  Alias!    he    nadde    holde    hym    by    his 

ladel! 
And    er    J)at    he    agayn    were    in    his 

sadel, 

Ther  was  greet  showuyng  to  and  fro 
To  lifte  hym  vp,  and  miichel  care 

and  wo, 

So  vnweelde  was  this  sory  palled  goost. 
65  And  to  the  Manciple  thanne  spak  oure 

hoost : 

If 'By  cause  drynke  hath  dominaciown 
Vpon  this  man — by  my  sauackwn! — 
I  trowe  lewedly  he  wolde  telle  his 

tale; 
ffor,   were  it  wyn,   or  oold  or  moysty 

ale, 
70  That   he   hath   dronke,    he   speketh   in 

his    nose, 
And   fneseth   faste,    and    eek    he   hath 

the    pose. 
^[He    hath    also    to    do    moore    than 

ynough 
To    kepe[n]    hym    and    his    capul    out 

of  slough; 
And    if   he    falle    from    his    capul    eft- 

soone, 
75  Thanne   shal   we   alle   haue    ynogh   to 

doone 

In  liftyng  vp  his  heuy  dronken  cors. 
Telle  on  thy  tale — of  hym  make  I  no 

fors! 
^[But  yet,  Manciple,  in  feith  thou  art 

so  nyce, 

Thus  openly  repreue  hym  of  his  vice. 

80  Another    day    he    wol[e],    perauenture, 

Reclayme    thee,    and    brynge    thee    to 

lure; 


[H  73-97} 
I    meene,    he    speke    wol[e]    of    smale 

thynges 

As  for  to  pynchen  at  thy  rekenynges, 
That   were   nat    honeste,    if   it   cam  to 

preef.' 
If '[No]'  quod  the  Manciple,  'that  were  85 

a  greet  mescheef! 
So   myghte   he    lightly   brynge   me   in 

the   snare. 

Yet  hadde  I  leuere  payen  for  the  ware 
Which  [that]  he  rit  on  than  he  sholde 

with    me    stryue  ; 
I  wol  nat  wratthe[n]  hym,  al-so  moote 

I    thryue ! 
That   that    I  speke,    I  seyde   it   in   my  90 

bourde. 
And  wite  ye  what?    I  haue  heer  in  a 

gourde 

A  draghte  of  wyn,  ye,  of  a  ripe  grape, 
And  right  anon  ye  shul  seen  a  good 

^ape. 
This   Cook  shal  drynke  ther-of,  if  J>at 

I    may; 
Vp  peyne   of   deeth,   he   wol  nat  seye  95 

me  nay!' 

^[And  certeynly — to  tellen  as  it  was — 
Of  this  vessel   the   Cook   drank  faste, 

alias! 
What  neded  hym?    He  drank  ynough 

biforn. 
And'  whan   he    hadde    pouped   in   this 

horn, 
To  the  Manciple   he  took  the  gourde  OC 

agayn; 
And    of    that    drynke    the    Cook    was 

wonder  fayn, 
And    thanked   hym    in    swich   wise    as 

he   koude. 
^f  Thanne   gan   oure   hoost   to  laughen 

wonder   loude, 

And  seyde,  'I   se  wel  it  is  necessarie, 
Wher(e)    J)at    we    goon,    good    drynke  05 

we  with  vs  carie; 
ffor  that  wol  turne  rancour  and  disese 
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[H  98-124] 

Tacord  and  loue,  and  many~a  wrong 

apese. 

^[O'    Bacus!    yblessed    be    thy    name! 

That  so  kanst  turnen  ernest  in-to  game ; 

1 0  Worship(e)  and  thank  be  to  thy  dei'tee  1 

Of  that  mateere   ye   gete   namoore   of 

me. 
Telle    on    thy    tale,    Manciple,    I  thee 

preye.' 
^['Wel   sire/   quod   he,    'now   herkneth 

what   I  seye !' 

b)    Heere    bigynnetk    the    Manciples 
tale  of  the  Crowe. 

Whan    Phebus   dwelled    heere    in    this 

world  adoun, 

15  As  olde  bookes  maken  mencioun, 
He  was  the  mooste  lusty  frachiler 
In  al  this  world,  and  eek  the  beste 

archer. 
He   slow   Phitewn,    the   serpent,   as   he 

lay 

Slepynge  agayn  the  sonne  vpon  a  day, 

20  And  many^another  noble  worthy  dede 

He    with    his    bowe    wroghte,    as    men 

may  rede. 
^[Pleyen  he  koude  on  euery  mynstral- 

cie, 

And    syngen,    that    it    was    a    melodic 

To  heeren  of  his  cleere  voys  the  soun. 

25  Certes,  the  kyng  of  Thebes,  Amphioun, 

That    with    his    syngyng    walled    that 

citee, 
Koude  neuere  syngen   half  so   wel  as 

hee. 

Therto   he   was    the    semelieste   man 
That    is    or    was,    sith    J>at    the    world 

bigan. 
30  What    nedeth    it    hise    fetures    to    dis- 

cryue  ? 
ffor    in   this    world   was    noon    so   fair 

on    lyue. 

He  was  ther-with  fulfild  of  gentillesse, 
Of  honour,  and  of  parfit  worthynesse. 


[H  125-149] 
^[This    Phebus,     that     was     flour     of 

6achilrie, 

As  wel  in  fredom  as  in  chiualrie,          3. 
ffor  his  desport,   in   signe  eek  of  vic- 

torie 

Of  Phitown — so  as  telleth1  vs  the  storie — 
Was    wont    to    beren    in    his    hand    a 

bowe. 
^[Now  hadde  this  Phebus  in  his  hous 

a    crowe, 
Which   in  a   cage   he  fostred  many~a  4i 

day, 
And  taughte  it  spekew,  as  men  teche 

a    iay. 
Whit   was   this    crowe   as   a   snow-whit 

swan, 
And   countrefete   the   speche   of   euery 

man 
He    koude,    whan    he    sholde    telle    a 

tale. 
Ther-with  in  al  this  world  no  nyghtyn-  4i 

gale 
Ne    koude,    by    an    hondred    thousand 

deel, 

Syngen    so    wonder    myrily   and    weel. 
^[Now  hadde  this  Phebus  in  his  hous 

a  wyf, 
Which  J)at  he  louede  moore  than  his 

lyf, 

And    nyght    and    day    dide    euere    his  5( 

diligence 
Hire    for    to    plese,    and    doon    hir(e) 

reuerence, 
Saue    oonly   that— the    sothe    if    I  shal 

sayn — 
lalous   he   was,   and  wolde   haue  kept 

hir(e)    fayn. 

ffor  hym  were  looth  byiaped  for  to  be, 
And   so   is    euery   wight   in   swich   de-  51 

gree; 

But  al[l]  in  ydel,  for  it  auailleth  noght. 
A  good  wyf,  that  is  clene  of  werk  'and 

thoght, 
Sholde  nat  been  kept  in  noon  awayt, 

certayn ; 
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[H  150-177] 

And    trewely    the    labour    is    in    vayn 
60  To  kepe  a  shrewe,  for  it  wol  nat  bee. 
This   holde   I  for   a   verray   nycetee, 
To  spille  labour  for  to  kepe  wyues; 
Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  hir  lyues. 
But   now  to   purpos,   as    I  first   bigan. 
65  This  worthy  Phebus  dooth  al[l]  that  he 

kan 
To    plesen   hir(e),    wenynge   for   swich 

plesawnce, 
And  for  his  manhede  and  his  gouern- 

awnce, 
That    no    man    sholde    han    put    hym 

from  hir[e]  grace. 
But,    God   it   woot,   ther  may  no  man 

embrace 
70  As    to    destreyne    a    thyng    which    J>at 

nature 

Hath  natureelly  set  in  a  creature. 
^[Taak  any  bryd,  and  put  it  in  a  cage, 
And  do  al  thyn  entente  and  thy  corage 
To   fostre   it    tendrely   with   mete   and 

drynke 
75  Of    alle    deyntees    J>at    thou    kanst   bi- 

thynke, 
And    keep(e)    it    al-so    clenly    as    thou 

may, 
Al-though   his   cage   of  gold  be   neuer 

so  gay, 
Yet  hath  this  brid,  by  twenty  thousand 

foold, 
Leuere  in  a  fforest,  that  is  rude  and 

coold, 
80  Goon  ete  wormes  and  swich  wrecched- 

nesse; 
ffor   euere  this   brid  wol  doon  his  bi- 

synesse 

To  escape  out  of  his  cage,  if  he  may — 
His    libertee    this    brid    desireth    ay. 
^[Lat  take  a  cat,  and  fostre  hym  wel 

with   wilk 
85  And  tendre  flessh,  and  make  his  couche 

of    silk, 
And  lat  hym  seen  a  mous  go  by  the 

wal, 


[H  178-206] 
Anon    he    weyueth    milk,    and    flessh, 

and  al, 
And    euery    deyntee    that    is    in    that 

hous: 

Swich  appetit  he  hath  to  ete  a  mous. 
Lo!   heere  hath  lust  his   dominaciown,  90 
And  appetit  fleemeth   discreciown. 
^[A  she-wolf  hath  also  a  vileyns  kynde; 
The  lewedeste  wolf  J)at  she  may  fynde, 
Or  leest  of  reputaciown  [that]  wol  she 

take 

In  tyme  whan  hir  lust  to  han  a  make.  95 
*[j~Alle  thise  ensamples  speke  I  by  thise 

men 
That  been  vntrewe,   and  no-thyng  by 

wommen ; 

ffor    men    han    euere    a    likerous    ap 
petit 

On  lower  thyng  to  parfourne  hir  delit 
Than  on  hir(e)   wyues,   be  they  neuer  00 

so   faire, 

Ne  neuere  so  trewe,  ne  so  debonaire. 
flessh    is    so    newefangel,    with    mes- 

chaunce, 
That    we   ne    konne    in    no-thyng   han 

plesaunce 

That  sowneth  in-to  vertu  any  while. 
^[This  Phebus,  which  J)at  thoghte  vpon  05 

no   gile, 

Deceyued   was   for   al   his   iolitee; 
ffor   vnder   hym   another   hadde   shee, 
A  man  of  litel  reputaciozm, 
Nat  worth  to  Phebus  in  comparisown; 
The   moore   harm    is,    it   happeth   ofte   10 

so, 
Of   which   ther    cometh   muchel    harm 

and   wo. 

^[And  so  bifel,  whan  Phebus  was  ab 
sent, 
His    wyf   anon    hath   for    hir   lemman 

sent. 
Hir     lemman?      Certes,     this     [is]     a 

knauyssh   spechel — 
fforyeueth   it  me,   and   that   I  yow  bi-   15 

seche. 
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[H  207—233] 

^[The    wise    Plato    seith,    as    ye    may 

rede: 
'The    word    moot    nede    accorde    with 

the  dede; 

If   men    shal    telle    proprely    a    thyng, 
The  word  moot  cosyn  be  to  the  werk- 

yng.' 

20  I    am    a    boystous    man;    right     thus 

seye  I : 

Ther  nys  no  difference,  trewely, 
Bitwixe  a  wyf  J>at  is. of  heigh  degree, 
If  of  hir[e]   body  dishoneste  she  bee, 
A'nd    a    poure    wenche,    oother    than 

this : — 

25  If  it  so  be,  they  werke  bothe  amys — 
But    J)at    the    gentile,    in    [hir]    estaat 

aboue, 
She    shal    be    cleped    'his    lady'    as   in 

loue  ; 


And  for  that  oother  is  a  poure  worn-    j 
man, 

She    shal    be    cleped    'his    wenche'    or 

'his  lemman.' 

30  And,   God  it   woot,   myn  owene   deere 
brother, 

Men  leyn  J>at  oon  as  lowe  as  lith  J)at 
oother. 

^[  Right   so   bitwixe    a    titlelees    tirawnt 

A'nd  an  outlawe,    or  a  theef  errawnt, 

The    same    I    seye,     ther    is    no     dif 
ference. 

35  To    Alisaundre    was    toold    this    sent 
ence: 

That  for  the  tirant  is  of  gretter  myght, 

By  force  of  meynee,  for  to  sleen  doun 
right, 

And    brennen    hous    and    hoom,    and 
make   al   playn, 

Lo,     therfore    is    he     cleped    a    'capi- 

tayn;' 

40  And    for   the    outlawe    hath    but    smal 
meynee, 

And  may  nat  doon  so  greet  an  harm 
as   he, 

Ne  brynge  a  contree  to  so  greet  mes- 
cheef, 


[H  234—259] 
Men    clepen    hym    an    'outlawe,'    or    a 

'theef.' 

But  for   I  am   a   man   noght  textueel, 
I    wol    noght    telle    of    textes    neuer-a-  4J 

deel; 

I   wol  go  to  my  tale,   as   I  bigan. 
Whan    Phebus    wyf    had    sent    for    hir 

lemman, 
Anon    they    wroghten    al    hir    lust    vo- 

lage. 
^[The  white  crowe,   that   heeng  ay  in 

the    cage, 
Biheeld    hir    werk,    and    seyde    neuer  5C 

a    word. 

And  whan  J)at   hoom  was   com?   Phe 
bus,  the  lord, 
This    crowe    sang,    'Cokkow,    cokkow, 

cokkow!' 
|    ^['What,    bryd,'    quod    Phebus,    'what 


song   syngestow  ? 
Ne  were  thow  wont  so  myrily  to  synge, 
That    to    myn    herte    it    was    a   reioys-  Si 

ynge 
To  heere.  thy  voys  ?    Alias  I  what  song 

is    this?' 
^['By    God,'    quod    he,    'I    synge    nat 

amys; 
Phebus,'  quod  he,   'for  al  thy  worthy- 

nesse, 

ffor  al  thy  beautee  and  thy  gentilesse, 
ffor    al    thy    song    and    al    thy    myn-  6( 

stralcye, 
ffor    al    thy    waityng,    blered    is    thyn 

[e]ye 

With  oon  of  litel  reputaciown, 
Noght     worth    to    thee,    as     in    com.- 

parisown, 
The    montance    of    a    gnat — so    moote 

I   thryue! 
ffor  on  thy  bed  thy  wyf  I  saugh  hym  6£ 

swyue. 
^[What    wol    ye    moore?     The    crowe 

anon   hym  tolde, 

By  sadde  tokenes  and  by  wordes  bolde, 
How  J>at  his   wyf  had  doon  hir  lech- 

erye, 
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24.  The  Maunciples  Tale. 


17969 — 18025 


[H  260—285] 

Hym    to    greet    shame    and    to    greet 

vileynye, 
70  And'  tolde  hym  ofte  he  saugh  it  with 

hise  [e]yen. 
^[This    Phebus   gan    aweyward    for    to 

wryen, 
And  thoughte  his  sorweful  herte  brast 

atwo. 
His    bowe    he    bente,    and    sette    ther- 

inne  a  flo, 
And   in   his   ire   his   wyf   thanne   hath 

he  slayn — 
75  This    is   theffect,    ther    is    namoore   to 

sayn— , 
ffor  sorwe  of  which  he  brak  his  myn- 

stralcie, 
Bothe    harpe,    and    lute,    and    #yterne, 

and    sautrie ; 
And  eek  he   brak  hise  arwes  and  his 

bowe, 
And   after   that   thus    spak   he   to   the 

crowe : 
80  5['Traitour,'    quod   he,    'with    tonge    of 

scorpkmn 
Thou    hast    me    broght    to    my     con- 

f  usiown ! 
Alias,    that    I  was    wroght!    why    nere 

I   deed? 

O   deere  wyf!   o  gemme  of  lustiheed! 
That  were  to  me  so  sad,  and  eek  so 

trewe, 
85  Now   listow    deed,    with    face    pale   of 

hewe, 
fful     giltelees — that     dorste     I     swere, 

ywys  1 — 

O  rakel  hand,  to  doon  so  foule  amys! 
O    trouble   wit!    o    ire    recchelees, 
That    vnauysed    smyteth    giltelees! 
90  O   wantrust,  ful  of  fals  suspecion! 
Where    was    thy    wit    and    thy    discre- 

cion? 

O    euery   man   be    war    of   rakelnesse, 
Ne   trowe   no-thyng   with-outen   strong 

witnesse ! 
Smyt   nat   to   soone,    er   J)at   ye   witen 

why, 


[H  286-314] 

And    beeth    auysed    wel    and    sobrely,  95 
Er  ye   doon   any   execucion 
Vp-on  youre  ire   for  suspecion! 
Alias!   a  thousand  folk  hath  rakel  ^re 
ffully  fordoon,  and  broght  hem  in  the 

mire! 

Alias!  for  sorwe  I  wol  my-seluen  slee!'  00 
^[And   to   the    crowe,    '0   false   theef!' 

seyde    he, 

'I  wol  thee  quite  anon  thy  false  tale! 
Thou  songe  whilom  lyk  a  nyghtyngale  ; 
Now  shaltow,  false  theef,  thy  song 

forgon, 

And  eek  thy  white  fetheres  euerichon,  05 
Ne    neuere    in    al    thy    lyf   ne    shaltou 

speke : 
Thus    shal    men    on    a    traytour    been 

awreke ! 
Thou  and  thyn  of-spryng  euere  shal  be 

blake, 

Ne  neuere  sweete  noyse  shul  ye  make, 
But  euere  crie  agayn  tempest  and  10 

rayn, 
In  tokenynge  J>at  thurgh  thee  my  wyf 

is   slayn!' 
And  to  the  crowe  he  stirte,   and  that 

anon, 
And  pulled  hise  while  fetheres  euerych- 

on, 
And  made  hym   blak,   and  refte   hym 

al    his    song, 
And  eek  his  speche,  and  out  at  dore   15 

hym  slong 

Vn-to  the  deuel,  which  I  hym  bitake! 
And  for  this  caas  been  alle  crowes 

blake.— 
LOrdynges,    by    this    ensample    I  yow 

preye 
Beth    war,    and    taketh    keep[e]    what 

that  I  seye: 
Ne   telleth    neuere    no    man    in   youre  20 

lyf 
How  |)at  another  man  hath  dight  his 

wyf; 

He  wol  yow  haten  mortally,  certeyn. 
Daun  Salomon,  as  wise  clerkes  seyn, 
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24.  The  Maunciples  Tale. 
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[H  315-339] 

Techeth  a  man   to   kepe[n]    his   tonge 

weel — 

25  But,  as  I  seyde,   I  am  noght  textueel. 
But    nathelees    thus    taughte    me    my 

dame: 
'My    sone,    thenke    on    the    crowe    on 

Goddes  name! 
My  sone,  keep(e)   wel  thy  tonge,   and 

keep(e)  thy  freend! 
A  wikked  tonge  is  worse  than  a  feend. 
30  My  sone,  from  a  feend  men  may  hem 

blesse ; 
My  sone,   God,   of  his  endelees  good- 

nesse, 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth  and  lippes 

eke, 
ffor  man  sholde   hym   auyse  what   he 

speeke. 

My  sone,  ful  ofte  for  to  muche  speche 
35  Hath     many~a    man    been     spilt,     as 

clerkes  teche. 

But  for  litel  speche  auysely 
Is  no  man   shent,   to  speke  generally. 
My    sone,    thy    tonge    sholdestow    re- 

streyne 
At   alle   tymes,    but   whan   thou   doost 

thy  peyne 
40  To    speke    of    Grod    in    honour    and 

preyere. 
The    firste    vertu,    sone,    if    thou    wolt 

leere, 
Is    to    restreyne    and    kepe    wel    thy 

tonge : 
Thus    lerne    children    whan    J>at    they 

been    yonge. 
My    sone,    of    muchel    spekyng    yuele 

auysed, 
45  Ther  lasse  spekyng  hadde  ynough  suf- 

fised, 
Comth    muchel    harm,    thus    was    me 

toold  and  taught; 
In     muchel     speche      synne     wanteth 

naught. 
Wostow  wher-of  a  rakel  tonge  serueth? 


[H  340-362] 
Right  as  a   swerd   forkutteth  and  for- 

kerueth 

An  arm  atwo,  my  deere  sone,  right  so  50 
A  tonge  kutteth  freendshipe  al  atwo. 
A  dangler  is  to  God  abhomynable; 
Reede  Salomon,  so  wys  and  honurable, 
Reede    Dauid    in    hise    psalmes,    reede 

Senekke. 
My    sone,    spek    nat,    but    with    thyn  55 

heed  thou  bekke; 
Dissimule   as  thou   were   deef,    if  that 

thou  heere 

A   dangler   speke    of  perilous   mateere. 
The    f/lemyng    seith,    and    lerne    it    if 

thee  leste, 
That    "litel    ^anglyng    causeth    muchel 

reste." 
My  sone,  if  thou  no  wikked  word  hast  60 

seyd, 

Thee  thar  nat  drede  for  to  be  biwreyd. 
But  he  J>at   hath  mysseyd,    I  dar  wel 

sayn, 
He   may   by   no   wey   clepe   his   word 

agayn. 
Thyng  that  is  seyd,  is  seyd,  and  forth 

it   gooth, 
Though  hym  repente,  or  be  hym  leef  65 

or  looth. 
He  is  his  thral  to  whom  |>at  he  hath 

sayd 
A    tale    of    which    he    is    now    yuele 

apayd. 
My  sone,  be  war,  and  be  noon  auctour 

newe 
Of  tidynges,  wher  they  been  false  or 

trewe. 
Wher-so  thou  come,   amonges  hye  or  70 

lowe, 
Kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thenke  vp-on 

the  crowe ! 

^[  Heere  is  ended  the  Maunciples  tale 
of   the    Crowe. 
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25.  The  Persouns  Tale. 


18072—18  124 


[I  1-25] 

25.  The  Persouns  Tale  (I). 

a)  ^Heere  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the 
Persouns  tale. 

By  that  the  Matmciple  hadde  his  tale 

al   ended, 
The    sonne    fro    the    south    lyne    was 

descended 

So  lowe  that  he  nas  nat,  to  my  sighte, 

75  Degrees  nyne-and-twenty  as  in  highte. 

ffoure  of  the  clokke  it  was  tho,  as   I 

gesse ; 
ffor    elleuene   foot,    or    litel    moore    or 

lesse, 
My    shadwe    was    at    thilke    tyme    as 

there, 
Of  swiche   feet  as  my  lengthe  parted 

were 

80  In  sixe  feet  equal  of  proporciown. 
Ther-with   the   Moones    exaltaciown, 
I   meene   Libra,   alwey  gan  ascende, 
As  we  were  entryng  at  a  Zhropes  ende; 
^[ffor  which  oure  hoost,  as  he  was  wont 

to  gye, 

85  As  in  this  caas,  oure  ioly  compaignye, 
Seyde  in  this  wise :  '.Lordynges  euerich- 

oon! 

Now  lakketh  vs  no  tales  mo  than  oon. 
fiulfilled   is   my   sentence   and   my   de 
cree; 

I  trowe  that  we  han  herd  of  ech  de 
gree. 

90  Almoost  fulfild  is  al  myn  ordinaunce; 
I  praye  to  God  so  yeue  hym  right  good 

chaunce 

That  telleth  this  tale  to  vs  lustily. 
^fSire    preest,'    quod    he,    'artow   a  vi- 

cary, 
Or  arte  a  person?  seye  sooth,  by  thy 

fey! 
95  Be  what  thou  be,  ne  brek[e]  thou  nat 

oure  pley; 
ffor  euery  man,  saue  thou,  hath  toold 

his    tale. 


LI  26-53] 
Vnbokele,    and    shewe    vs    what    is    in 

thy  wale; 
ffor,     trewely,    me    thynketh    by     thy 

cheere 
Thou   sholdest  knytte   vp   wel  a   greet 

mateere. 
Telle    vs    a    fable    anon,    for     cokkes  0 

bones !' 

^[This  Persown  answered  al  atones, 
'Thou  getest  fable  noon  ytoold  for  me; 
'^Paulus  ad  Thimotheum 
ffor  Paul,  that  writeth  vn-to  Thymothee, 
Repreueth  hem  that  weyueth  soothfast- 

nesse, 
And  tellen  fables  and  swich  wrecched-  C 

nesse. 
Why  sholde   I  sowen   draf  out  of  my 

fest, 
Whan   I  may  sowen  whete   if  Jjat  me 

lest? 
ffor  which   I  seye,   if  that  yow  list  to 

heere 

Moralitee  and  vertuous  mateere, 
And  thanne   J)at   ye  wol  yeue  me  au-   1 

dience, 

I'  wol  fayn,  at  Cristes  reuerence, 
Do    yow    plesaunce    leefful,    as    I  kan. 
But  trusteth  wel,  I  am  a  Southren  man, 
I  kan  nat  geeste  "Rum  Ram  Ruf"  by 

lettre, 
Ne,   God  woot,   rym  holde   I  but  litel   1 

bettre. 
And   therfore,    if    yow   list,    I  wol   nat 

glose, 

I  wol  yow  telle  a  myrie  tale  in  prose 
To  knytte  vp  al  this  feeste,  and  make 

an   ende. 

And  Ihesu,  for  his  grace,  wit  me  sende 
To  shewe  yow  the  wey,  in  this  viage,  ^ 
Of    thilke    parfit    glorious    pilgrymage 
That  highte  lerusalem  celestial. 
And    if    ye    vouche-sauf,    anon    I  shal 
Bigynne   vp-on   my   tale,    for   which    I 

preye 
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[I  54-75J 

25  Telle  youre  auys — I  kan  no  bettre  seye. 
*[But    nathelees   this    meditaciown, 
I  putte  it  ay  vnder  correcciown 
Of  clerkes ;  for  I  am  nat  textueel, 
I  take  but  the  sentence,  trusteth  weel. 
30  Therfore   I  make  a  protestaciown 
That  I  wol  stonde  to  correccioim.' 
*|[Vp-on    this    word    we    han    assented 

soone; 

ffor  as  vs  semed,  it  was  for  to  doone 
To  enden  in  som  vertuous  sentence, 
35  And  for  to   yeue   hym  space  and  au 
dience; 
And    bede    oure    hoost    he    sholde    to 

hym  seye 
That    alle    we    to    telle    his    tale    hym 

preye. 
^[Oure    hoost    hadde    the    wordes    for 

vs    alle : 
'Sire  preest,'  quod  he,   'now  faire  yow 

bifalle! 
40  Seye  what  yow  list,  and  we  wol  gladly 

heere.' 
And  with  that  word  he  seyde  in  this 

manere : 

'Telleth,'  quod  he,  'youre  meditacioun; 
But  hasteth  yow!  the  sonne  wol[e] 

adoun. 

Beth  fructuous,  and  that  in  litel  space, 
45  And   to   do   wel,    God   sende   yow   his 

grace !' 
^Explicit  prohemium. 

b)    f  Heere   bigynneth   the   Persouns 
tale.*) 

^[ler.  6°.  State  super  vias  &  vi- 
dete  &  interrogate  de  viis**)  an- 
tiquis  que  sit  via  bona  &  ambu 
late  in  ea&  inuenietis  refrigerium 

animabus  vestris  &c. 
Oure  sweete  .Lord  God  of  heuene, 
that  no  man  wol[e]  perisse,  but  wol[e] 


Li  75-87] 

that  we  comen  alle  to  the  knoweleche 
of  hym  and  the  blissful  lif  that  is  .per 
durable,  amonesteth  vs  by  the  pro- 
phete  leremie,  and  seith  in  this  wyse: 
(7)  ^['Stondeth  vpon  the  weyes,  and 
seeth,  and  axeth  of  olde  pathes— that 
is  to  seyn:  of  olde  sentences — which 
is  the  goode  wey,  and  walketh  in  that 
wey,  and  ye  shal  fynde  refresshynge 
for  youre  soules  &c.'  (8)  ^[  Manye  been 
the  weyes  espirituels  that  leden  folk 
to  oure  Lord  Ihesu  Crist  and  to  the 
regne  of  glorie;  (9)  of  whiche  weyes 
ther  is  a  ful  noble  wey  and  a  couen- 
able,  which  may  nat  fayle  to  no 
man,  ne  to  womman  that  thurgh  synne 
hath  mysgoon  fro  the  righte  wey  of 
Jerusalem  celestial;  (o)  and  this  wey  50 
is  cleped  Penitence,  of  which  man 
sholde  gladly  herknen  and  enquere 
with  al  his  herte,  (i)  to  wyten  what  is 
penitence,  and  whennes  it  is  cleped 
penitence,  and  in  how  manye  maneres 
been  the  acciowns  or  werkynges  of 
penitence,  and  how  manye  speces  ther 
been  of  penitence,  and  whiche  thynges 
apertenen  and  bihouen  to  penitence, 
and  whiche  thynges  destourben  peni 
tence. 

(2)  <^Seint Ambrose  seith  that  'Penit 
ence  is  the  pleynynge  of  man  for 
gilt  J>at  he  hath  doon,  and  namoore 
to  do  any-thyng  for  which  hym  oghte 
to  pleyne.'  (3)  ^[And  som  doctour 
seith,  'Penitence  is  the  waymentynge 
of  man  that  sorweth  for  his  synne, 
and  pyneth  hym-self  for  he  hath  mys- 
doon.'  (4)  ^[Penitence  with  certeyne 
circumstances  is  verray  repentance  of 
a  man  that  halt  hym-self  in  sorwe 
and  oother  peyne  for  hise  giltes. 
(5)  And  for  he  shal  be  verray  penitent,  55 
he  shal  first  biwaylen  the  synnes  that 
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he  hath  doon,  and  stidefastly  pur- 
posen  in  his  herte  to  haue  shrift  of 
mouthe,  and  to  doon  satisfacciown; 
(6)  and  neuere  to  doon  thyng  for 
which  hym  oghte  moore  biwayle  or  to 
compleyne,  and  continue  in  goode 
werkes,  or  elles  his  repentance  may 
nat  auaille.  (7)  ffor  as  seith  seint 
Ysidre  ^['-ffe  is  a  iaper  and  a  gabber, 
and  no  verray  repentant  that  eftsoone 
dooth  thyng  for  which  hym  oghte 
repente.'  (8)  Wepynge,  and  nat  for  to 
stynte  to  synne,  may  nat  auaylle. 
(9)  ^j  But  nathelees  men  shal  hope  that 
euery  tyme  J)at  man  falleth,  be  it 
neuer  so  ofte,  J)at  he  may  arise  thurgh 
penitence,  if  he  haue  grace,  but  cer- 

60  teinly  it  is  greet  doute.  (o)  ffor  as 
seith  Seint  Gregorie  'Fnnethe  ariseth 
he  out  of  synne  that  is  charged  with 
the  charge  of  yuel  vsage.'  (i)  And 
therfore  repentant  folk  JDat  stynte  for  to 
synne,  and  forlete  synne,  er  jpat  synne 
forlete  hem,  hooly  chirche  holdeth  hem 
siker  of  hir  sauaciown.  (2)  And  he 
that  synneth,  and  verraily  repenteth 
hym  in  his  laste,  hooly  chirche  yet 
hopeth  his  sauaciown  by  the  grete 
mercy  of  oure  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist  for 
his  repentawnce;  but  taak  the  siker 
wey! 

(3)  ^[And  now,  sith  I  haue  declared 
yow  what  thyng  is  penitence,  now  shul 
ye  vnderstonde  that  ther  been  .HJ.  ac- 
ciouus  of  penitence.  (4)  ^[The  firste 
acciown  of  penitence  is  that  a  man 
be  baptized  after  that  he  hath  synned. 

65  (5)  Seint  Augustyn  seith,  '.But  he  be 
penytent  for  his  olde  synful  lyf,  he 
may  nat  bigynne  the  newe  clene  lif;' 
(6)  for  certes,  if  he  be  baptized 
withouten  penitence  of  his  olde  gilt,  he 
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receyueth  the  mark  of  baptesme,  but 
nat  the  grace,  ne  the  remission  of  his 
synnes,  til  he  haue  repentance  verray. 
(7)  Another  defaute  is  this,  that 
men  doon  deedly  synne  after  J)at  they 
han  receyued  baptesme.  (8)  The 
thridde  defaute  is,  that  men  fallen 
in  venial  synnes  after  hir  baptesme 
fro  day  to  day.  (9)  ^[Ther-of  seith 
Seint  Augustyn  *f[£hat  'penitence  of 
goode  and  humble  folk  is  the  penit 
ence  of  euery  day.' 

(o)  The  speces  of  Penitence  been  7 
.HJ.  ^fThat  oon  of  hem  is  solempne, 
^[another  is  commune,  ^f  and  the 
thridde  is  priuee.  (i)  ^[Thilke  pe 
nance  that  is  solempne  is  in  two 
maneres,  as  to  be  put  out  of  hooly 
chirche  in  iente  for  slaughtre  of  child 
ren,  and  swich  maner  thyng.  (2)  ^[Ano 
ther  thyng  is  whan  a  man  hath  synned 
openly,  of  which  synne  the  fame  is 
openly  spoken  in  the  contree;  (3)  and 
thanne  hooly  chirche  by  iuggement 
destreyneth  hym  for  to  do  open  pen- 
aunce.  (4)  ^[Commune  penaunce 
is  that  preestes  enioynen  men  in  cer- 
teyn  caas,  as  for  to  goon  perauenture 
naked  in  pilgrimages,  or  bare-foot. 
(5)  ^[Pryuee  penaunce  is  thilke  that  7 
men  doon  alday  for  priuee  synnes,  of 
whiche  they  shryue  hem  priuely,  and 
receyue  priuee  penaimce. 

(6)  Now  shaltow  vnderstande  what 
is  bihouely  and  necessarie  to  verray 
perfit  penitence.  (7)  And  this  stam 
en  .nj.  thynges:  Contriciown  of  herte> 
Confessiown  of  mouth,  ^[and  Satisfac- 
ciown.  (8)  ffor  which  seith  Seint  lohn 
Crisostom,  ^['Penitence  destreyneth 
a  man  to  accepte  benygnely  euery 
peyne  that  hym  is  enioyned,  with  contri- 
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down  of  herte,  and  shrift  of  mouth, 
with  satisfacciown,  and  in  werkynge 
of  alle  manere  humylitee;'  (9)  and  this 
is  fruytful  penitence  agayn  .HJ.  thyng- 
es  in  whiche  we  wratthe  oure 

80  Lord  Ihesu  Crist,  (o)  This  is  to 
:  seyn :  by  delit  in  thynkynge,  ^[by  recche- 
leesnesse  in  spekynge,  and  by  wik- 
ked  synful  werkynge.  (i)  And  agayns 
thise  wikkede  giltes  is  Penitence,  that 
may  be  likned  vn-to  a  tree.  (2)  The 
roote  of  his  tree  is  contriciown,  that 
hideth  hym  in  the  herte  of  hym  J>at  i^s 
verray  repentazmt,  right  as  the  roote 
of  a  tree  hydeth  hym  in  the  erthe. 
(3)  Of  the  roote  of  contriciown  spryng- 
eth  a  stalke,  that  bereth  braunches 
and  leues  of  confesskmn,  and  fruyt  of 
satisf  acciown ;  (4)  ^[ffor  which  Crist 
seith  in  his  gospel,  'Dooth  digne 

85  fruyt  of  penitence;'  (5)  for  by  this  fruyt 
may  men  knowe  this  tree,  and  nat  by 
the  roote,  that  is  hyd  in  the  herte  of 
•man,  ne  by  the  braunches,  ne  by  the 
leues  of  eonfessiown.  (6)  And  therfore 
oure  Lord  Ihesu  Crist  seith  thus:  'By 
the  fruyt  of  hem  ye  shul  knowen  hem.' 
(7)  ^[Of  this  roote  eek  spryngeth  a 
seed  of  grace,  the  which  seed  is 
mooder  of  sikernesse,  and  this  seed  is 
egre  and  hoot.  (8)  The  grace  of  this 
seed  spryngeth  of  God  thurgh  remem 
brance  of  the  day  of  doome  and  on  the 
peynes  of  helle.  (9)  ^[Of  this  rnatere 
seith  Salomon  that  'in  the  drede  of 

90  God  man  forleteth  his  synne.'  (o)  5Tne 
heete  of  this  seed  is  the  loue  of 
God,  and  the  desiryng  of  the  ioye 
perdurable,  (i)  This  heete  draweth  the 
herte  of  a  man  to  God,  and  dooth  hym 
haten  his  synne.  (2)  f/or  soothly,  ther 

,  is  no-thyng  that  sauoureth  so  wel  to  a 
child  as  the  milk  of  his  worice,  ne 
no-thyng  is  to  hym  moore  abhomynable 


[I  123-132] 

with  oother  mete.  (3)  Right  so  the 
synful  man  that  loueth  his  synne,  hym 
semeth  that  it  is  to  him  moost  sweete 
of  any-thyng;  (4)  but  fro  that  tyme 
that  he  loueth  sadly  oure  .Lord  Ihesu 
Crist,  and  desireth  the  lif  perdurable, 
ther  nys  to  him  no-thyng  moore  ab 
homynable;  (5)  for  soothly,  the  lawe  95 
of  God  is  the  loue  of  God,  for  which 
Dauid  the  prophete  seith:  (6)  ^['1 
haue  loued  thy  lawe  &  hated  wikked- 
nesse  and  hate;  he  that  loueth  God, 
kepeth  his  lawe  and  his  word.'  (7)  •[This 
tree  saugh  the  prophete  Daniel  in 
spirit  vp-on  the  auysiozm  of  the  kyng 
Nabugodonosor,  whan  he  conseiled 
hym  to  do  penitence.  (8)  ^fPenaunce 
is  the  tree  of  lyf  to  hem  that  it  re- 
ceyuen,  and  he  }:>at  holdeth  hym  in 
verray  penitence  is  blessed,  after  the 
sentence  of  Salomon. 

(9)  ^[In  this  penitence  or  contrickmn 
man  shal  vnderstonde  .II I J.  thynges; 
(o)  that  is  to  seyn :  what  is  contricioun,  OC 
and  whiche  been  the  causes  f)at  moeuen 
a  man  to  contrickwn,  and  how  he 
sholde  be  contrit,  &  what  contriciown 
auailleth  to  the  soule.  (i)  ^[Thanne 
is  it  thus:  f>at  contricioun  is  the 
verray  sorwe  that  a  man  receyueth  in 
his  herte  for  his  synnes,  with  sad  pur- 
pos  to  shryue  hym,  and  to  do  penaunce, 
and  neueremoore  to  do  synne.  (2)  And 
this  sorwe  shal  been  in  this  manere, 
as  seith  seint  Bernard:  ^['It  shal 
been  heuy,  and  greuous,  and  ful  sharp 
and  poynatmt  in  herte.'  (3)  *[f first, 
for  man  hath  agilt  his  .Lord  &  his 
creatour;  and  moore  sharp  and  poyn- 
awnt,  for  he  hath  agilt  hys  fader 
celestial;  (4)  and  yet  moore  sharp  and 
poynawnt,  for  he  hath  wrathed  and 
agilt  hym  that  boghte  hym,  which 
with  his  precious  blood  haJD  deliuered 


than   thilke   wilk,    whan    it    is   medled       vs   fro  the   bondes  of  synne,   and  fro 
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the  crueltee  of  the  deuel,  and  fro  the 

peynes  of  helle. 

)5  ^[The  causes  that  oghte  moeue 
a  man  to  contricio^n  been  .vj. 
(6)  ^[f  first,  a  man  shal  remembre  hym 
of  hise  synnes;  but  loke  he  that  thilke 
remembrawnce  ne  be  to  hym  no  delit 
by  no  wey,  but  greet  shame  and  sorwe 
for  his  gilt.  (7)  *[ffor  lob  seith,  '$yn- 
ful  men  doon  werkes  worthy  of  con- 
fessiotm.'  (8)  And  therfore  seith  Eze- 
chie,  'I  wol  remembre  me  alle  the 
yeres  of  my  lyf  in  bitternesse  of  myn 
herte.'  (9)  And  God  seith  in  the 
Apocalipse:  ^['Remembreth  yow  fro 

10  whennes  J)at  ye  been  falle;'  (o)  for  bi- 
forn  that  tyme  J>at  ye  synned  ye  were 
the  children  of  God.  and  lymes  of  the 
regne  of  God.  (i)  JBut  for  youre  synne 
ye  been  woxen  thral  and  foul,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  aungels, 
sclaundre  of  hooly  chirche,  and  foode 
of  the  false  serpent,  perpetueel  matere 
of  the  fir  of  helle;  (2)  and  yet  moore 
foul  and  abhomynable,  for  ye  tres- 
passen  so  ofte  tyme  as  dooth  the  hound 
J)at  retourneth  to  eten  his  spewyng. 

(3)  And  yet  be  ye  fouler  for  youre  longe 
continuyng    in    synne    &    youre    synful 
vsage,  for  which  ye  be  roten  in  youre 
synne     as     a     beest     in     his     donge. 

(4)  ^[  Swiche  manere  of  thoghtes  maken 
a  man  to  haue  shame  of  his  synne,  and 

15  no  delit;  (5)  as  God  seith  by  the 
prophete  Ezechiel:  'Ye  shal  re 
membre  yow  of  youre  weyes,  and 
they  shuln  displese  yow.'  (6)  $oothly, 
synnes  been  the  weyes  that  leden  folk 
to  helle. 

(7)  ^[The  seconde  cause  that 
oghte  make  a  man  to  haue  desdeyn 
of  synne  is  this:  That,  as  seith  seint 
Peter,  'who-so  that  dooth  synne  is 


[I  143-154] 

in  greet  thraldom.  (8)  And  therfore 
seith  the  prophete  Ezechiel,  'I 
wente  sorweful  in  desdayn  of  my 
self.'  (9)  And  certes,  wel  oghte  a 
man  haue  desdayn  of  synne,  and 
withdrawe  hym  from  that  thraldom 
and  vileynye.  (o)  And,  lo,  what  seith  20 
Seneca  in  this  matere?  He  seith 
thus:  'Though  I  wiste  that  [god]  nei 
ther  God  ne  man  ne  sholde  neuere 
knowe  it,  yet  wolde  I  haue  desdayn 
for  to  do  synne.'  (i)  And  the  same 
Seneca  also  seith,  'I  am  born  to 
gretter  thynges  than  to  be  thral  to 
my  body,  or  than  for  to  maken  of  my 
body  a  thral' ;  (2)  ne  a  fouler  thral  may 
no  man  ne  womman  maken  of  his 
body  than  for  to  yeuen  his  body  to 
synne.  (3)  A\  were  it  the  fouieste 
cherl,  or  the  fouieste  womman  that 
lyueth,  and  leest  of  value,  yet  is  he 
thanne  moore  foul[e]  &  moore  in  serui- 
tute.  (4)  .Sucre  fro  the  hyer  degree 
that  man  falleth,  the  moore  is  he  thral 
and  moore  to  God  and  to  the  world 
ml  and  abhomynable.  (5)  ^[O,  goode  25 
God!  wel  oughte  man  haue  desdayn 
of  synne,  sith  that  thurgh  synne,  ther 
he  was  free,  now  is  he  maked  bonde. 
(6)  *[And  therfore  seith  Seint  Au- 
gustyn;  'If  thou  hast  desdayn  of  thy 
seruant,  if  he  agilte  or  synne,  haue 
thou  thanne  desdayn  that  thou  thy 
self  sholdest  do  synne.  (7)  Tak[e]  re 
ward  of  thy  value,  that  thou  ne  be 
to  foul  to  thy-self.  (8)  Alias!  wel 
oughten  they  thanne  haue  desdayn  to 
been  seruauntz  &  thralles  to  synne, 
(9)  and  soore  been  ashamed  of  hem- 
self  that  God,  of  his  endelees  good- 
nesse,  hath  set  hem  in  heigh  estaat; 
(o)  or  yeuen  hem  wit,  strengthe  of  30 
body,  heele,  beautee,  prosperitee,  and 


thral  of  synne;'  and  synne  put  a  man      boghte    hem   fro    the    deeth    with,   his 
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herte-blood,  (i)  that  they  so  vnkyn- 
dely  agayns  his  gentilesse  quiten  hym 
so  vileinsly,  to  slaughtre  of  hir  owene 
soules.  (2)  f  O,  goode  God!  ye  worn- 
men  that  been  of  so  greet  beautee, 
remembreth  yovv  of  the  prouerbe  of 
Salomon!  (3)  ^He  seith,  'he  likneth 
a  fair  womman  that  is  a  fool  of  hir 
body  lyk  to  a  ryng  of  gold  that  were 
in  the  groyn  of  a  soughe.'  (4)  ffor 
right  as  a  soughe  wroteth  in  euerich 
ordure,  so  wroteth  hir  beautee  in  the 
stynkyng  ordure  of  synne. 
35  1]The  thridde  cause  that  oghte 
moeue  a  man  to  eontricioun  is  drede 
of  the  day  of  doome  and  of  the  hor 
rible  peynes  of  helle.  (6)  ^[ffor,  as 
seint  lerome  seith,  'At  euery  tyme 
pat  me  remembreth  of  the  day  of 
doome  I  quake;  (7)  for  whan  I  ete, 
or  drynke,  or  what  so  that  I  do, 
euere  semeth  me  pat  the  trompe 
sowneth  in  myn  ere:  (8)  "Riseth  vp, 
ye  that  been  dede,  and  cometh  to  the 
niggement!"  (9)  ^[O  goode  God! 
muchel  oghte  a  man  to  drede  swich 
a  niggement,  'ther-as  we  shullen  been 
alle,'  as  seint  Poul  seith,  'biforn  the 
seete  of  oure  Lord  Ihesu  Crist;' 
\40  (o)  wher-as  he  shal  make  a  general 
congregackmn,  wher-as  no  man  may 
been  absent:  (i)  /for  certes,  there  auail- 
leth  noon  essoyne  ne  excusacioim. 

(2)  And   nat    only    that    oure    defautes 
shullen   be  zugged,    but   eek   that   alle 
oure  werkes  shullen  openly  be  knowe. 

(3)  ^[And,   as   seith   Seint   Bernard, 
ther   ne   shal   no   pledynge   auaille,   ne 
sleighte;   we   shullen   yeuen   rekenynge 
of  euerich  ydel   word.'     (4)   Ther  shul 

45  we  han  a  iuge  that  may  nat  been  de- 
ceyued  ne  corrupt.  (5)  And  why?  /for 
certes,  alle  oure  thoghtes  been  dis- 
couered  as  to  hym;  ne  for  preyere 


[I  168-177] 

ne  for  meede  he  shal  nat  been  cor 
rupt.  (6)  ^[And  therfore  seith  Salo 
mon,  ^['The  wratthe  of  God  ne  wol 
nat  spare  no  wight  for  preyere  ne  for 
yifte,'  and  therfore,  at  the  day  of 
doom,  ther  nys  noon  hope  to  escape. 
(?)  ^[Wherfore,  as  seith  Seint  An 
sel  m,  'fful  greet  angwyssh  shul  the 
synful  folk  haue  at  that  tyme.  (8)  Ther 
shal  the  stierne  and  wrothe  iuge  sitte 
aboue,  and  vnder  hym  the  horrible 
put  of  helle,  open  to  destroyen  hym 
that  moot  biknowen  hise  synnes, 
(9)  whiche  synnes  openly  been  shewed 
biforn  God  and  biforn  euery  creature. 
(o)  ^[And  in  the  left  syde,  mo  deueles  50 
than  herte  may  bithynke,  for  to  harye 
and  drawe  the  synful  soules  to  the 
peyne  of  helle.  (i)  ^[And  with-inne 
the  hertes  of  folk  shal  be  the  bitynge 
conscience,  and  with-oute  forth  shal 
be  the  world  al  brennynge.  (2)  Whider 
shal  thanne  the  wrecched  synful  man 
flee  to  hiden  hym?  ^[C'ertes,  he  may 
nat  hyden  hym,  he  moste  come  forth, 
and  shewen  hym.'  (3)  *[[ffor  certes,  as 
seith  seint  lerome,  'The  erthe  shal 
casten  hym  out  of  hym,  and  the 
see  also,  and  the  eyr  also,  that 
shal  be  ful  of  thonderclappes  and 
lightnynges.' 

(4)  ^[Now  soothly,  who-so  wel  re 
membreth  hym  of  thise  thynges,  I  gesse 
pat  his  synne  shal  nat  turne  hym  in 
delit,  but  to  greet  sorwe,  for  drede  of 
the  peyne  of  helle.  (5)  And  therfore  55 
seith  lob  to  God,  *f'£uffre,  .Lord,  that 
I  may  a  while  biwaille  and  wepe,  er  I 
go  with-oute  returnyng  to  the  derke  lond, 
couered  with  the  derknesse  of  deeth; 
(6)  to  the  lond  of  mysese  and  of  derk 
nesse,  where-as  is  the  shadwe  of  deeth, 
where-as  ther  is  noon  ordre  or  or- 
dinawnce,  but  grisly  drede  that  euere 
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[I  178-187] 

shal  laste.'  (/)  ^[Loo,  heere  may  ye 
seen  £at  lob  preyde  respit  a  while  to 
biwepe  and  waille  his  trespas;  for 
soothly,  a  day  of  respit  is  bettre  than 
al  the  tresor  of  the  world.  (8)  ^And 
for  as  muche  as  a  man  may  acquiten 
hym-self  biforn  God  by  penitence  in 
this  world,  and  nat  by  tresor,  (9)  ther- 
fore  sholde  he  preye  to  God  to  yeue 
hym  respit  a  while  to  biwepe  and  bi- 

60  waillen  his  trespas.  (o)  /for  certes, 
al  the  sorwe  that  a  man  myghte  make 
fro  the  bigynnyng  of  the  world  nys 
but  a  litel  thyng  at  regard  of  the  sorwe 
of  helle. 

(i)  ^[The  cause  why  that  lob  clep- 
eth  helle  'the  lond  of  derk- 
nesse':  widerstondeth  that  he  clepeth 
it  *lond[e]'  or  'erthe,'  for  it  is  stable, 
and  neuere  shal  faille;  'derk,'  for  he 
that  is  in  helle  hath  defaute  of  light 
material.  (2)  /for  certes,  the  clerke 
light  that  shal  come  out  of  the  fyr 
that  euere  shal  brenne,  shal  turne  hym 
al  to  peyne  {>at  is  in  helle;  for  it 
sheweth  hyrn  to  the  horrible  deueles 
that  hym  tormenten.  (3)  'Couered  with 
the  derknesse  of  deeth,'  that  is  to 
seyn:  that  he  J>at  is  in  helle  shal  'haue 
defaute  of  the  sighte  of  God;  for 
certes,  the  sighte  of  God  is  the  lyf 
perdurable. 

(4)  1'The  derknesse  of  deeth/ 
been  the  synnes  that  the  wrecched  man 
hath  doon,  whiche  that  destourben 
hym  to  see  the  face  of  God,  right 
as  dooJD  a  derk  clowde  bitwixe  vs 

65  and  the  sonne;  (5)  'Lond  of  Misese,' 
by  cause  that  ther  been  .IIJ.  maneres 
of  defautes  agayn  .IIJ.  thynges  that 
folk  of  this  world  han  in  this  present 
lyf,  that  is  to  seyn:  honours,  delices, 
and  richesses.  (6)  ^[Agayns  honour 
haue  they  in  helle  shame  and  con- 


[I  188—196] 

fusiown;  ffor  wel  ye  woot  that  men 
clepen  'honour'  the  reuerence  that  man 
do]b  to  man.  (7)  .But  in  helle  is  noon 
honour  ne  reuerence;  for  certes,  na- 
moore  reuerence  shal  be  doon  there 
to  a  kyng  than  to  a  knaue.  (8)  ffor 
which  God  seith  by  the  prophete 
leremye,  Thilke  folk  Joat  me  de- 
spisen,  shul  been  in  despit.'  (9)  ^['Hon 
our'  is  eek  cleped  greet  lordshipe; 
ther  shal  no  wiylit  seruen  oother  but  of 
harm  and  torment,  (o)  'Honour'  is  eel:  70 
clepid  greet  dignytee  &  heighnesse,  but 
in  helle  shul  they  been  al  fortroden 
of  deueles.  (i)  And  God  seith,  'The 
horrible  deueles  shulle  goon  and  corn- 
en  vp-on  the  heuedes  of  the  dampned 
folk.'  (2)  And  this  is  for  as  muche 
as  the  hyer  that  they  were  in  this 
present  lyf,  the  moore  shulle  they  been 
abated  and  defouled  in  helle. 

(3)  ^[Agayns  the  richesses  of 
this  world  shul  they  han  mysese  of 
pouerte,  and  this  pouerte  shal  been 
in  foure  thynges:  (4)  In  defaute  of 
tresor,  of  which  that  Dauid  seith, 
^['The  riche  folk  that  embraceden  and 
oneden  al  hir  herte  to  tresor  of  this 
world,  shul  slepe  in  the  slepynge  of 
deeth,  and  no-thyng  ne  shal  they 
fynden  in  hir  handes  of  al  hir  tresor.' 
(5)  ^[And  moore-ouer,  the  myseyse  of  7£ 
helle  shal  been  in  defaute  of  mete 
and  drinke.  (6)  /for  God  seith  thus 
by  Moyses:  'They  shul  been  wasted 
with  hunger,  and  the  briddes  of  helle 
shul  deuouren  hem  with  the  bitter 
deeth;  (7)  and  the  galle  of  the  dragon; 
shal  been  hir  drynke,  and  the  venym 
of  the  dragon  hir(e)  morsels.'  (8)  And 
forther-ouer,  hir  myseyse  shal  been  in 
defaute  of  clo thyng;  for  they  shulle 
be  naked  in  body  as  of  clothyng,  saue 
the  fyr  in  which  they  brenne,  and 
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[1 197-206] 

othere  filthes;  (9)  and  naked  shul  they 
been  of  soule,  as  of  alle  manere  ver- 
tues,  which  hat  is  the  clothyng  of 

80  the  soule.  (o)  Where  been  thanne  the 
gaye  robes,  and  the  smale  shetes,  and 
the  softe  shertes?  (i)  Loo,  what  seith 
God  of  hem  by  the  prophete 
Ysaye?  That  'vnder  hem.  shul  been 
strawed  wotthes,  and  hir(e)  couertures 
shulle  been  of  wormes  of  helle.' 
(2)  And  forther-ouer,  hir  myseyse  shal 
been  in  defaute  of  freendes;  for 
he  nys  nat  poure  that  hath  goode 
freendes.  (3)  .But  there  is  no  frend; 
for  neither  God  ne  no  creature  shal 
been  freend  to  hem,  and  euerich  of 
hem  shal  haten  oother  with  deedly 
hate.  (4)  'The  sones  and  the  doghtren 
shullen  rebellen  agayns  fader  and 
mooder,  and  kynrede  agayns  kynrede, 
and  chiden  and  despisen  euerich  of 
hem  oother/  bothe  day  and  nyght, 
as  God  seith  by  the  prophete 

85  Michias.  (5)  And  the  louynge  child 
ren,  that  whilom  loueden  so  flesshly 
euerich  oother,  wolden  euerich  of  hem 
eten  oother  if  they  myghte;  (6)  for 
how  sholden  they  loue  togidre  in  the 
peyne  of  helle,  whan  they  hated  ech 
of  hem  oother  in  the  prosperitee  of 
this  lyf?  (7)  *[ffor  truste  wel,  hir 
flesshly  loue  was  deedly  hate,  as  seith 
the  prophete  Dauid:  ^['Who-so  that 
loueth  wikkednesse,  he  hateth  his 
soule'f);  (8)  and  who-so  hateth  his 
owene  soule,  certes,  he  may  loue  noon 
oother  wight  in  no  manere,  and  ther- 
fore  in  lielle,  is  no  solas  ne  no  freend- 
shipe.  (9)  .But  euere  the  moore  flesshly 
kynredes  that  been  in  helle,  the  moore 
cursynges,  the  more  chidynges,  and 
the  moore  deedly  hate  ther  is  among 
hem. 


1 1  207—217] 

forther-ouer,  they  shul  haue  9 
defaute  of  alle  manere  delices; 
(i)  for  certes,  delices  been  after  the 
appetites  of  the  .V.  wittes,  as  sighte, 
herynge,  smellynge,  sauorynge,  and 
touchynge.  (2)  .But  in  helle  hir  sighte 
shal  be  ful  of  derknesse  and  of  smoke, 
and  therfore  ful  of  teeres,and  hir  herynge 
ful  of  waymentynge  and  of  gryntynge 
of  teeth,  as  seith  Ihesu  Crist.  (3)  HIT 
nosethirles  shullen  be  ful  of  stynkynge. 
stynk,  and,  as  seith  Ysaye  the  pro 
phete,  'hir  savoryng  shal  be  ful  of 
bitter  galle;'  (4)  and  touchynge  of  al 
hir  body  ycouered  'with  fir  that  neuere 
shal  quenche,  and  with  wormes  that 
neuere  shul  dyen,'  as  God  seith,  by 
the  wouth  of  Ysaye.  (5)  And  for  as  $ 
muche  as  they  shul  nat  wene  that  they 
may  dyen  for  peyne,  and  by  hir  dee]} 
flee  fro  peyne,  that  may  they  vnder- 
stonden  by  the  word  of  lob,  that 
seith  'ther-as  is  the  shadwe  of  deeth.' 
(6)  ^f  Certes,  a  shadwe  hath  the  liknesse 
of  the  thyng  of  which  it  is  shadwe,  but 
shadwe  is  nat  the  same  thyng  of  which 
it  is  shadwe.  (7)  Right  so  fareth  the 
peyne  of  helle;  it  is  lyk  deeth  for  the 
horrible  angwissh,  and  why?  (8)  /for 
it  peyneth  hem  euere  as  though  they 
sholde  dye  anon,  but  certes,  they  shal 
nat  dye.  (9)  ^[ffor  as  seith  Seint 
Gregorie,  ^['To  wrecche  caytyues  shal 
be  deeth  with-oute  deeth,  and  ende 
with-outen  ende,  and  defaute  with-oute 
failynge.  (o)  /for  hir  deeth  shal  alwey  ( 
lyuen,  and  hir  ende  shal  eueremo  bi- 
gynne,  and  hir  defaute  shal  nat  faille.' 
(i)  ^[And  therfore  seith  Seint  lohn 
the  Euaungelist,  'They  shullen  folwe 
deeth,  and  they  shul  nat  fynde  hym, 
and  they  shul  desiren  to  dye,  and  deeth 
shal  flee  fro  hem.'  (2)  ^[And  eek 
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[I  218—228] 

lob  seith  that  'in  helle  is  noon  ordre 
of  rule.'  (3)  And  al  be  it  so  that  God 
hath  creat  alle  thynges  in  right  ordre, 
and  no-thyng  with-outen  ordre,  but  alle 
thynges  been  ordeyned  and  nombred; 
(4)  yet  nathelees,  they  that  been  damp- 
ned  been  no-thyng  in  the  ordre,  ne 
holden  noon  ordre;  for  the  erthe  ne 

05  shal  bere  hem  no  fruyt.  (5)  ^[ffor,  as 
the  prophete  Dauid  seith,  ^['God 
shal  destroie  the  fruyt  of  the  erth'e 
as  fro  hem,  ne  water  ne  shal  yeve  hem 
no  moisture,  ne  the  eyr  no  refresshyng, 
ne  fyr  no  light.'  (6)  ^[ffor,  as  seith 
seint  Basilic,  ^['The  brennynge  of 
the  fyr  of  this  world  shal  God  yeuen 
in  helle  to  hem  J)at  been  dampned; 
(7)  but  the  light  and  the  cleernesse 
shal  he  yeven  in  heuene  to  hise  child 
ren,  right  as  the  goode  man  yeueth 
flessh  to  hise  children  and  bones  to 
hise  houndes.  (8)  And  for  they  shullen 
haue  noon  hope  to  escape,  seith  seint 
lob  atte  laste,  *[that  'ther  shal  hor- 
rour  and  grisly  drede  dwellen  with- 
outen  ende.'  (9)  Horrour  is  alwey 
drede  of  harm  that  is  to  come,  and 
this  drede  shal  euere  dwelle  in  the 
hertes  of  hem  that  been  dampned. 

10  (o)  And  therfore  han  they  lorn  al 
hir  hope  for  .VIJ.  causes:  (i)  ^[f  first, 
for  God,  that  is  hir  iuge,  shal  be  with- 
outen  mercy  to  hem;  and  they  may 
nat  plese  hym,  ne  noon  of  hise  halwes; 
ne  they  ne  may  yeue  no-thyng  for  hir 
raunsoun;  (2)  ne  they  haue  no  voys  to 
speke  to  hym;  ne  they  may  nat  fie 
fro  peyne;  ne  they  haue  no  goodnesse 
in  hem,  that  they  mowe  shewe  to 


deliuere  hem  fro  peyne.  (3) 
therfore  seith  Salomon,  ^['The  wik- 
ked  man  dyeth,  and  whan  he  is  deed, 
he  shal  haue  noon  hope  to  escape  fro 
peyne.'  (4)  Who-so  thanne  wolde  wel 
vnderstande  the  peynes,  and  bithynke 
hym  weel  that  he  hath  deserued  thilke 


[I  228-239] 

peynes  for  his  synnes,  certes,  he  sholde 
haue  moore  talent  to  siken  and  to 
wepe  than  for  to  syngen  and  to  pleye. 
(5)  ffor,  as  that  seith  Salomon:  'Who-  15 
so  that  hadde  the  science  to  knowe 
the  peynes  that  been  establissed  and 
ordeyned  for  synne,  he  wolde  make 
sorwe.'  (6)  'Thilke  science,'  as  seith 
seint  Augustyn,  'maketh  a  man  to 
waymenten  in  his  herte.' 

(7)  ^[The  fourthe  point  that 
oghte  maken  a  man  to  haue  con- 
tricion  is  the  sorweful  remembraimce 
of  the  good  that  he  hath  left  to  doon 
heere  in  erthe,  and  eek  the  good  that 
he  hath  lorn.  (8)  ^[$oothly,  the  goode 
werkes  J)at  he  hath  left,  outher  they 
been  the  goode  werkes  that  he  hath 
wroght  er  he  fel  in-to  deedly  synne; 
or  elles  the  goode  werkes  that  he 
wroghte  while  he  lay  in  synne. 
(9)  ![$oothly,  the  goode  werkes  that 
he  dide,  biforn  that  he  fil  in  synne, 
been  al  mortefied,  and  astoned,  and 
dulled  by  the  ofte  synnyng.  (o)  The  20 
othere  goode  werkes  that  he  wroghte 
whil  he  lay  in  deedly  synne,  J)ei  been 
outrely  dede  as  to  the  lyf  perdurable 
in  heuene.  (i)  ^[Thanne  thilke  goode 
werkes  that  been  mortefied  by  ofte 
synnyng,  whiche  goode  werkes  he  dide 
whil  he  was  in  charitee,  ne  mowe 
neuere  quyken  agayn  with-outen  ver- 
ray  penitence.  (2)  .And  ther-of  seith 
God  by  the  mouth  of  Ezechiel: 
'it  the  rightful  man  returne 
agayn  from  his  rightwisnesse,  and 
werke  wikkednesse,  shal  he  lyue?' 
(3)  JVay,  for  alle  the  goode  werkes 
that  he  hath  wroght  ne  shul  neuere 
been  in  remembrawnce,  for  he  shal 
dyen  in  his  synne.  (4)  ^[And  vp-on 
thilke  chapitre  seith  seint  Gregorie 
thus:  that  'we  shulle  vnderstonde  this 
principally,  that  whan  we  doon  deedly 
synne,  it  is  for  noght  thanne  to  re- 
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hercen    or   drawen    in-to    memorie    the 

goode  werkes  that  we  han  wroght  bi- 

25  forn.'  (5)  ^ ffor  certes,  in  the  werk- 
ynge  of  the  deedly  synne,  ther  is  no 
trust  to  no  good  werk  that  we  han 
doon  biforn,  that  is  for  to  seyn:  as 
for  to  haue  therby  the  lyf  perdurable 
in  heuene.  (6)  .But  nathelees,  the  goode 
werkes  quyken  agayn,  and  comen 
agayn,  and  helpen,  and  auaillen  to 
haue  the  lyf  perdurable  in  heuene, 
whan  we  han  contriciown.  (7)  jBut 
soothly,  the  goode  werkes  that  men 
doon  whil  they  been  in  deedly  synne, 
they  may  neuere  quyke  agayn.  (8)  ffor 
certes,  thyng  J)at  neuere  hadde  lyf 
may  neuere  quykene;  (9)  and  nathe 
lees,  al  be  it  that  they  ne  auaille 
noght  to  han  the  lyf  perdurable,  yet 
auaillen  they  to  abregge  of  the  peyne 
of  helle,  or  elles  to  geten  temporal 

30  richesse;  (o)  or  elles  that  God  wol[e] 
the  rather  enlumyne  and  lightne  the 
nerte  of  the  synful  man  to  haue  re- 
pentaunce.  (i)  And  eek  they  auaillen 
for  to  vsen  a  man  to  doon  gpode 
werkes,  that  the  feend  haue  the  lasse 
power  of  his  soule.  (2)  And  thus  the 
curteis  Lord  Ihesu  Crist  wol[e]  that 
no  good  werk  be  lost;  for  in  somwhat 
it  shal  auaille.  (3)  .But  for  as  muche 
as  the  goode  werkes  that  men  doon, 
whil  they  been  in  good  lyf,  been  al 
mortefied  by  synne  folwynge;  (4)  and 
eek  sith  that  alle  the  goode  werkes 
that  men  doon,  whil  they  been  in 
deedly  synne,  been  outrely  dede  for 

35  to  haue  the  lyf  perdurable:  (5)  Wel 
may  that  man  that  no  good  werk  ne 
dooth  synge  thilke  newe  frenshe  song: 
May  tout  perdu  mon  temps  &  mon 
labour.' 

(6)  ^[ffor  certes,  synne  bireueth  a 
man  bothe  goodnesse  of  nature,  and 
eek  the  goodnesse  of  grace.  (7)  *[ffor 
soothly,  the  grace  of  the  .Hboly  Goost 
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fareth  lyk  fyr  that  may  nat  been  ydel, 
for  fyr  fayleth  anoon  as  it  forleteth 
his  wirkynge;  (8)  and  right  so  grace 
fayleth  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his  werk- 
ynge.  (9)  Then  leseth  the  synful  man 
the  goodnesse  of  glorie,  that  oonly 
is  bihight  to  goode  men  that  labouren 
and  werken.  (o)  TFel  may  he  be  sory  40 
thanne,  that  oweth  al  his  lif  to  God 
as  longe  as  he  hath  lyued,  and  eek 
as  longe  as  he  shal  lyue,  that  no 
goodnesse  ne  hath  to  paye  with  his 
dette  to  God,  to  whom  he  oweth  al 
his  lyf.  (i)  ffor,  truste  wel,  he  shal 
yeuen  acountes,  as  seith  seint  Ber 
nard,  of  alle  the  goodes  that  han  been 
yeuen  hym  in  this  present  lyf,  and 
how  he  hath  hem  despended;  (2)  noght 
so  muche  that  ther  shal  nat  perisse 
an  heer  of  his  heed,  ne  a  moment  of 
an  houre  ne  shal  nat  perisse  of  his 
tyme,  that  he  ne  shal  yeue  of  it  a 
rekenyng. 

(3)  The  fifthe  thyng  that  oghte 
moeue  a  man  to  contricioun  is 
remembrance  of  the  passkmn  that 
oure  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist  suffred  for  oure 
synnes.  (4)  ffor,  as  seith  seint  Bern 
ard:  f'Whil  that  I  lyue,  I  shal 
haue  remembrance  of  the  trauailles 
that  oure  .Lord  Crist  suffred  in  prech- 
yng;  (5)  his  werynesse  in  trauail-  4£ 
lyng;  hise  temptaciowns  whan  he 
fasted;  hise  longe  wakynges  whan  he 
preyde;  hise  teeres  whan  that  he 
weep  for  pitee  of  good  peple;  (6)  the 
wo  and  the  shame  and  the  filthe  that 
men  seyden  to  hym;  of  the  foule  spit- 
tyng  that  men  spitte  in  his  face;  of 
the  buffettes  that  men  yauen  hym;  of 
the  foule  mowes,  and  of  the  repreues 
that  men  to  hym  seyden;  (7)  of  the 
nayles  with  whiche  he  was  nayled  to 
the  croys,  and  of  al  the  remenant  of 
his  passiown,  that  he  suffred  for  my 
synnes,  and  no-thyng  for  his  gilt. 
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(8)  ^[And  ye  shul  vnderstonde  that    |   shame,    and    this    suffred    oure    iord 


in  mannes  synne  is  euery  manere 
of  ordre  or  ordinat^nce  turned  vp 
so  doun.  (9)  ^[ffor  it  is  sooth  that 
God,  and  resottn,  and  sensualitee,  and 
the  body  of  man  been  ordeyned,  that 
euerich  of  thise  foure  thynges  sholde 

50  haue  lordshipe  ouer  that  oother ;  (o)  as 
thus:  God  sholde  haue  lordshipe  ouer 
resown,  and  resown  ouer  sensualitee, 
and  sensualitee  ouer  the  body  of  man. 
(i)  But  soothly,  whan  man  synneth, 
al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is  turned 
vp  so  doun.  (2)  ^[And  therfore  thanne, 
for  as  muche  as  the  resozm  of  man 
ne  wol  nat  be  subget  ne  obeisant  to 
God,  that  is  his  .Lord  by  right: 
(3)  therfore  leseth  it  the  lordshipe  that 
it  sholde  haue  ouer  sensualitee,  and 
eek  ouer  the  body  of  man.  (4)  And 
why?  ffor  sensualitee  rebelleth  thanne 
agayns  resoim,  and  by  that  wey  leseth 
resotm  the  lordshipe  ouer  sensualitee 

55  and  ouer  the  body.  (5)  /for  right  as 
resotm  is  rebel  to  God,  right  so  is 
bothe  sensualitee  rebel  to  resown  and 
the  body  also.  (6)  ^[And  certes,  this 
disordinawnce  and  this  rebelliown  oure 
.Lord  Ihesu  Crist  aboghte  vp-on  his 
precious  body  ful  deere,  and  herknep 
in  which  wise:  (7)  ^[ffor  as  muche 
thanne  as  resown  is  rebel  to  God,  ther 
fore  is  man  worthy  to  haue  sorwe, 
and  to  be  deed.  (8)  This  suffred  oure 
.Lord  Ihesu  Crist  for  man,  after  that 
he  hadde  be  bitraysed  of  his  disciple, 
and  distreyned  and  bounde,  so  that 
'his  blood  brast  out  at  euery  nayl  of 
hise  handes,'  as  seith  seint  Au- 
gustyn.  (9)  ^[And  forther-ouer,  for  as 
muchel  as  resotm  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
daunte  sensualitee  whan  it  may; 

60  (o)    therfore    is    man    worthy    to    haue 


Ihesu  Crist  for  man,  whan  they  spetten 
in  his  visage,  (i)  ^[And  forther-ouer, 
for  as  muchel  thanne  as  the  caytyf 
body  of  man  is  rebel  bothe  to  resown. 
and  to  sensualitee,  therfore  is  it  worthy 
the  deeth.  (2)  ^[And  this  suffred  our 
.Lord  Ihesu  Crist  for  man  vp-on  the 
croys,  where-as  ther  was  no  part  of 
his  body  free  withouten  greet  peyne 
and  bitter  passiown.  (3)  ^[And  al  this 
suffred  Ihesu  Crist,  JDat  neuere  forfeted; 
and  therfore  resonabely  may  be  seyd  of 
Ihesu  in  this  manere:  (4)  'To  muchel 
am  I  peyned  for  the  thynges  that  I 
neuere  deserued,  and  to  muche  de- 
fouled  for  shendshipe  that  man  is 
worthy  to  haue.'  (5)  And  therfore  may  6J 
the  synful  man  wel  seye,  as  seith 
seint  Bernard:  'Acursed  be  the  bitter- 
nesse*)  of  my  synne;  for  which  {her 
moste  be  suffred  so  muchel  bitter- 
nesse.'*)  (6)  ffor  certes,  after  the  di- 
uerse  dis[con]cordatmces  of  oure  wik- 
kednesses  was  the  passiown  of  Ihesu 
Crist  ordeyned  in  diuerse  thynges;  as 
thus:  (7)  ^[Certes,  synful  mannes  soule 
is  bitraysed  of  the  deuel  by  coueitise 
of  temporeel  prosperitee,  and  scorned 
by  deceit[e]  whan  he  cheseth  flesshly 
delices;  (8)  and  yet  is  it  tormented 
by  mpacience  of  aduersitee,  and  byspet 
by  seruage  and  subiecciown  of  synne, 
and  atte  laste  it  is  slayn  fynally. 
(9)  ^[ffor  this  disordinaunce  of  synful 
man  was  Ihesu  Crist  bitraysed,  and 
after  that  was  he  bounde,  that  cam 
for  to  vnbynden  vs  of  synne  and  peyne. 

(0)  Thanne    was    he    by-scorned,    that  7( 
oonly    sholde    han    been    honoured    in 
alle     thynges     and     of     alle     thynges. 

(1)  ^[Thanne  was  his  visage,  that  oghte 
be  desired  to  be  seyn  of  al  man-kynde, 
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in  which  visage  aungels  clesiren  to 
looke,  vileynsly  bispet.  (2)  Thanne  was 
he  scourged,  that  no-thyng  hadde  agilt, 
and  finally  thanne  was  he  crucified 
and  slayn.  (3)  ^[Thanne  was  acom- 
pliced  the  word  of  Ysaye  that  seith 
that  'he  was  wounded  for  oure  mys- 
dedes,  and  defouled  for  oure  felonies.' 
(4)  «[Now  sith  that  Ihesu  Crist  took 
vp-on  hym-self  the  peyne  of  alle  oure 

75  wikkednesses,  (5)  muchel  oghte  synful 
man  wepen  and  biwayle  that  for  hise 
synnes  Goddes  sone  of  heuene  sholde 
al  this  peyne  endure. 

(6)  ^[The  sixte  thyng  ]pat  oghte 
moeue  a  man  to  contriciown  is 
the  hope  of  .HJ.  thynges,  (7)  that 
is  to  seyn:  foryifnesse  of  synne,  and 
the  yifte  of  grace  wel  for  to  do,  and 
the  glorie  of  heuene,  with  which  God 
shal  gerdone  a  man  for  hise  goode 
dedes.  (8)  *[[And  for  as  muche  as 
Ihesu  Crist  yeueth  vs  thise  yiftes  of 
his  largesse  and  of  his  souereyn  boun- 
tee,  therfore  is  he  cleped  Ihesus  Na- 
zarenus  rex  ludeorum.  (9)  Ihesus  is 
to  seyn  'saueour'  or  'saluaciown,'  on 
whom  men  shul  hope  to  haue  foryif 
nesse  of  synnes,  which  that  is  pro- 

80  perly  saluaciown  of  synnes.  (o)  And 
therfore  seyde  the  aungel  to  lo- 
seph,  'Thou  shalt  clepen  his  name 
Ihesus,  that  shal  sauen  his  peple  of 
hir  synnes.'  (i)  And  heer-of  seith  seinit 
Peter,  Ther  is  noon  oother  name 
vnder  heuene  that  is  yeue  to  any  man 
by  which  a  man  may  be  saued,  but 
oonly  Ihesus.'  (2)  'Nazarenus*  is  as 
muche  for  to  seye  as  'florisshynge,' 
in  which  a  man  shal  hope  that  he 
J)at  yeueth  hym  remissioim  of  synnes 
shal  yeue  hym  eek  grace  wel  for  to 
do.  (3)  /for  in  the  flour  is  hope  of 


jl  288—296] 

fruyt  in  tyme  comynge,  <znd  in  foryif 
nesse  of  synnes  hope  of  grace  wel 
for  to  do.  (4)  ^['1  was  atte  dore  of 
thyn  herte,'  seith  Ihesus,  'and  cleped 
for  to  entre;  he  that  openeth  to  me, 
shal  haue  foryifnesse  of  synne.  (5)  I  85 
wol  entre  in-to  hym  by  my  grace,  and 
soupe  with  hym — by  the  goode  werkes 
that  he  shal  doon,  whiche  werkes  been 
the  foode  of  God — ;  and  he  shal  soupe 
with  me — by  the  grete  ioye  that  I  shal 
yeuen  hym.'  (6)  ^[Thus  shal  man  hope, 
for  hise  werkes  of  penaunce,  that  God 
shal  yeuen  hym  his  regne,  as  he  bi- 
hooteth  hym  in  the  gospel. 

(7)  ^[Now  shal  a  man  vnder- 
stonde  in  which  manere  shal  been 
his  contriciown.  I  seye  that  it  shal 
been  vniuersal  and  total;  (8)  this  is 
to  seyn:  a  man  shal  be  verray  repent- 
awnt  for  alle  hise  synnes  that  he  hjath 
doon  in  delit  of  his  thoght;  for  delit 
is  ful  perilous.  (9)  ffor  ther  been  two 
manere  of  consentynges;  that  oon 
of  hem  is  cleped  consentynge  of  af- 
fecciown,  whan  a  man  is  moeued  to 
do  synne,  and  deliteth  hym  longe  for 
to  thynke  on  that  synne;  (o)  and  his  90 
reson  aperceyueth  it  wel  that  it  is 
synne  agayns  the  lawe  of  God,  and 
yet  his  res  own  refreyneth  nat  his  foul 
delit  or  talent,  though  he  se  wel  apertly 
that  it  is  agayns  the  reuerence  of 
God.  (i)  J.l-though  his  resown  ne  con- 
sente  noght  to  doon  that  synne  in 
dede,  yet  seyn  somme  doctours  that 
swich  delit  that  dwelleth  longe,  it  is 
ful  perilous,  al  be  it  neuere  so  lite. 
(2)  •[[And  also  a  man  sholde  sorwe 
namely  for  al  that  euere  he  hath'  de 
sired  agayn  the  lawe  of  God,  with 
perfit  consentynge  of  his  resown;  for 
ther-of  is  no  doute  that  it  is  deedly 
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synne  in  consentynge.  (3)  ffor  certes, 
ther  is  no  deedly  synne  that  it  nas 
first  in  mannes  thought,  and  after  that 
in  his  delit,  and  so  forth  in-to  con 
sentynge  and  in-to  dede.  (4)  Wherfore 
I  seye  that  many  men  ne  repenten  hem 
neuere  of  swiche  thoghtes  and  delites, 
ne  neuere  shryuen  hem  of  it,  but  oonly 
of  the  dede  of  grete  synnes  outward. 

95  (5)  TFherfore  I  seye  that  swiche  wik- 
ked  delites  and  wikked  thoghtes  been 
subtile  bigileres  of  hem  that  shullen 
be  dampned. 

(6)  ^[  Moore-ouer,  man  oghte  to 
sorwe  for  hise  wikkede  wordes, 
as  wel  as  for  hise  wikkede  dedes. 
(7)  /for  certes,  the  repentawnce  of  a 
synguler  synne,  and  nat  repente  of 
alle  hise  othere  synnes,  or  elles  re- 
penten  hym  of  alle  hise  othere  synnes, 
and  nat  of  a  synguler  synne,  may  nat 
auaille.  (8)  /for  certes,  God  almyghty 
is  al  good,  and  ther-fore  he  foryeueth 
al,  or  elles  right  noght.  (9)  And  heer- 
of  seith  seint  Augustyn,  ^\'I  woot 
certvynly  that  God  is  enemy  to  euerich 

00  synnere;'  (o)  and  how  thanne  he  that 
obserueth  o  synne,  shal  he  haue  foryif- 
nesse  of  the  remenaunt  of  hise  othere 
synnes?  JVay!  (i)  ^[And  forther-ouer, 
contriciown  sholde  be  wonder 
sorweful  and  angwissous,  and  ther- 
fore  yeueth  hym  God  pleynly  his 
mercy;  (2)  and  therfore,  whan  my 
soule  was  angwissous  with-mne  me,  I 
hadde  remembraimce  of  God,  that 
my  preyere  myghte  come  to  hym. 
(3)  ^ff forther-ouer,  contriciown  moste 
be  continued,  and  that  man  haue 
stedefast  purpos  to  shriuen  hym,  and 
for  to  amenden  hym  of  his  lyf .  (4)  ffor 
soothly,  whil  contriciotm  lasteth,  man 
may  euere  haue  hope  of  foryifnesse; 

05  (5)  and  of  this  comth  hate  of  synne, 
that  destroyeth  synne,  boj)e  in  him 
self,  and  eek  in  oother  folk  at  his 
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power.  (6)  ffor  which  seith  Dauid, 
'Ye  that  louen  God,  hateth  wikked- 
nesse;'  (7)  for  trusteth  wel,  to  loue 
God  is  for  to  loue  that  he  loueth,  and 
hate  that  he  hateth. 

(8)  ^[The  laste  thyng  that  man  shal 
vnderstonde  in  contriciown  is  this: 
wher-of  auayleth  contriciown? 
(9)  ^JT  seye  that  som-tyme  contriciown 
deliuereth  a  man  fro  synne,  of  which 
that  Dauid  seith  (o)  'I  seye,'  quod  Da 
uid — that  is  to  seyn :  ^[1  purposed  ferme- 
ly — 'to  shryue  me,  and  thow,  Lord, 
relesedest  my  synne.'  (i)  ^[And  right 
so  as  contricion  auailleth  noght  with- 
outen  sad  purpos  of  shrifte,  if  man 
haue  oportunitee,  right  so  litel  worth 
is  shrifte  or  satisfacckmn  with-outen 
contrickmn.  (2)  ^[  And  moore-ouer, 
contricion  destroyeth  the  pri- 
sown  of  helle,  and  maketh  wayk  and 
fieble  alle  the  strengthes  of  the  deueles, 
and  restoreth  the  yiftes  of  the  IZooly 
Goost  and  of  alle  goode  vertues; 
(3)  and  it  clenseth  the  soule  of  synne, 
and  deliuereth  the  soule  fro  the  peyn-e 
of  helle,  and  fro  the  compaignye  of 
the  deuel,  and  fro  the  seruage  of 
synne;  (4)  and  restoreth  it  to  alle 
goodes  espirituels,  and  to  the  com 
paignye  and  communyown  of  hooly 
chirche.  (5)  And  forther-ouer,  it  mak 
eth  hym  that  whilom  was  sone 
of  ire  to  be  sone  of  grace,  and 
alle  thise  thynges  been  preued  by 
hooly  writ.  (6)  And  therfore  he  that 
wolde  sette  his  entente  to  thise  thynges, 
he  were  ful  wys;  (7)  for  soothly,  he 
ne  sholde  nat  thanne  in  al  his  lyf 
haue  corage  to  synne,  but  yeuen  his 
body  and  al  his  hert(e)  to  the  seruice 
of  Ihesu  Crist,  and  ther-of  doon  hym 
hommage.  (8)  /for  sooj)ly,  oura 
sweete  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist  hath  spared 
vs  so  debonairly  in  oure  folies,  that, 
if  he  ne  hadde  pitee  of  mannes 
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soule,    a    sory    song    we    myghten    alle 
synge. 

*[  Explicit  pritna  pars  penitent  ie.    Et 
sequitur*}  secunda  pars  eiusdem. 
(9)  THe  seconde  partie  of  Penitence 
is    Confesskwn,   that    is   signe   of   con- 

20  triciozm.  (o)  *~Now  shul  ye  vnder- 
stonde  what  is  confesskmn,  and  whei- 
ther  it  oghte  nedes  be  doon  or  nooin, 
and  whiche  thynges  been  couenable 
to  verray  confessiown. 

^[(i)  f  first  shaltow  vnderstonde  that 
confessio?<n  is  verray  shewynge  of 
synnes  to  the  preest;  (2)  this  is  to 
seyn:  'verray,'  for  he  moste  confessen 
hyrn  of  alle  the  condickmns  that  bi- 
longen  to  his  synne,  as  ferforth  as 
he  kan.  (3)  A\  moot  be  seyd,  and 
no-thyng  excused,  ne  hyd,  ne  forwrap- 
ped;  and  noght  auaunte  thee  of  thy 
goode  werkes.  (4)  ^[And  forther-ouer, 
it  is  necessarie  to  vnderstonde  whennes 
that  synnes  spryngen,  and  how  they 
encreessen,  and  whiche  they  been. 

25  -|[Of  the  spryngynge  of  synnes 
seith  seint  Paul  in  this  wise:  that 
'right  as  by  a  man  synne  entred  first 
in-to  this  world,  and  thurgh  that  synne 
deeth,  right  so  thilke  deeth  entred 
in-to  alle  men  that  synneden.'  (6)  And 
this  man  was  Adam,  by  whom  synne 
entred  in-to  this  world,  whan  he  brak 


[I  326-333] 

pent,  that  was  moost  wily  of  alie 
othere  beestes  that  God  hadde  maked, 
seyde  to  the  womman,  'TT''hy  co- 
irm/nded  God  to  vow  ye  sholde  nat 
eten  of  euery  tree  in  Paradys  ?'  (o)  The  30 
womman  answerde,  'Of  the  fruyt,' 
quod  she,  'of  the  trees  in  Paradys 
we  feden  vs;  (i)  but  soo])ly,  of  the 
fruyt  of  the  tree  that  is  in  the  myd- 
<lel  of  Paradys,  God  forbad  vs  for  to 
ete,  and  nat  touchen  it,  lest  per  auen- 
ture  we  sholde  dyen.'  (2)  ^[The  ser 
pent  seyde  to  the  womman,  'jYay,  nay, 
ye  shul  nat  dyen  of  deeth;  (3)  for 
sothe.  God  woot  that  what  day  that 
ye  eten  ther-of  youre  [e]yen  shul 
opene,  and  shul  been  as  Goddes, 
knowynge  good  and  harm.'  (4)  ^[The 
womman  thanne  saugh  that  the  tree 
was  good  to  feedyng,  &  fair  to  the 
[ejyen,  and  delitable  to  the  sighte. 
(5)  She  took  of  the  fruyt  of  the  tree,  35 
and  eet  it,  and  yaf  to  hir  housbonde, 
and  he  eet,  and  anoon  the  [ejyen  of 
hem  bothe  openeden.  (6)  And  whan 
that  they  knewe  that  they  were  naked, 
they  sowed  of  fige-leues  a  maner  of 
breches  to  hiden  hir(e)  membres. 

(7)  ^1  There  may  ye  seen  that  deedly 
synne  hath  first  suggestion  of  the 
feend,  as  sheweth  heere  by  the  naddre; 
(8)  «nd  afterward  the  delit  of  the 


the  comaundementz  of  God.  (7)  And  \  flessh,  as  sheweth  heere  by  Eue;  and 
therfore,  he  that  first  was  so  myghty,  |  after  that  the  consentynge  of  resown, 
that  he  sholde  nat  haue  dyed,  bicam  \  as  sheweth  heere  by  Adam.  (9)  ffor 


swich  oon,  that  he  moste  nedes  dye, 
wheither  he  wolde  or  noon,  and  al 
his  progenye  in  this  world  that  in 
thilke  man  synneden.  (8)  *[Looke  that 
in  thestaat  of  winocence,  whan  Adam 
and  Eue  naked  weren  in  Paradys, 
and  no-thyng  ne  hadden  shame  of 
hir  nakednesse,  (9)  how  that  the  ser- 


truste  wel,  though  so  were  that  the 
feend  tempted  Eue — that  is  to  seyn: 
the  flessh — ,  and  the  flessh  hadde  delit 
in  the  beautee  of  the  fruyt  defended, 
(o)  yet  certes,  til  that  resozm — that  is  40 
to  seyn:  Adam — consented  to  the 
etynge  of  the  fruyt,  yet  stood  he  in 
thestaat  of  innocence,  (i)  ^  Of  thilke 
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Adam  tooke  \ve  thilke  synne  original; 
for  of  hym  flesshly  descended  be  \ve 
alle,  and  engendred  of  vile  and  cor 
rupt  matere.  (2)  And  whan  the  soule 
is  put  in  oure  body,  right  anon  is  conj 
tract  original  synne;  (3)  and  that  }:>at 
was  erst  but  oonly  peyne  of  concu 
piscence,  is  afterward  bothe  peyne  and 
synne.  (4)  And  therfore  be  we  alle 
born  sones  of  wratthe  and  of  damp- 
nacioim  perdurable,  if  it  nere  baptesme 
that  we  receyuen,  which  bynymeth  vs 

45  the  culpe.  (5)  .But,  for  sothe,  the  peyne 
dwelleth  with  vs  as  to  temptacioien, 
which  peyne  highte  concupiscence. 
(6)  Whan  it  is  wrongfully  disposed  or 
ordeyned  in  man,  it  maketh  hym  co- 
ueite,  by  coueitise  of  flessh,  flesshly 
synne,  by  sighte  of  hise  [ejyen  as  to 
erthely  thynges,  and  coueitise  of  hy- 
nesse  by  pride  of  herte. 

(7)  ^[Now,  as  for  to  speken  of  the 
firste  coueitise,  that  is  Concu 
piscence  after  the  lawe  of  oure 
membres,  that  weren  lawefulliche 
ymaked  and  by  rightful  iuggement  of 
God;  (8)  ^[1  seye,  for  as  muche  as 
man  is  nat  obeisaunt  to  God,  that  is 
his  .Lord,  therfore  is  the  flessh  to 
hym  disobeisaunt  thurgh  concupiscence, 
which  yet  is  cleped  norrissynge  of 
synne  and  occaskmn  of  synne.  (9)  Ther 
fore,  al  the  while  that  a  man  hath 
in  hym  the  peyne  of  concupiscence, 
it  is  impossible  but  he  be  tempted 
somtime,  and  moeued  in  his  flessh 

50  to  synne.  (o)  And  this  thyng  may  nat 
faille  as  longe  as  he  lyueth;  it  may 
wel  wexe  fieble,  and  faille  by  vertu 
of  baptesme,  and  by  the  grace  of 
God  thurgh  penitence,  (i)  .But  fully 
ne  shal  it  neuere  quenche,  that  he  ne 
shal  som-tyme  be  moeued  in  hym- 
self,  but  if  he  were  al  refreyded  by 


18441—18465 
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siknesse,  or  by  malefice  of  sorcerie, 
or  colde  drynkes.  (2)  /for  lo!  what 
seith  seint  Paul?  *|'The  flessh  co- 
ueiteth  agayn  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit 
agayn  the  flessh;  (3)  they  been  so 
contrarie,  and  so  stryuen,  that  a  man 
may  nat  alwey  doon  as  he  wolde.' 
('4;  f[The  same  seint  Paul,  after  his 
grete  penazmce  in  water  and  in 
lond,—  in  water  by  nyght,  and  by 
day  in  greet  peril  &  in  greet  peyne; 
in  lond  in  famyne,  in  thurst,  in  coold, 
and  cloothlees,  and  ones  stoned  almoost 
to  the  deeth — (5)  yet  seyde  he,  '.-lllas, 
I  caytyf  man!  who  shal  deliuere  me 
fro  the  prisotm  of  my  caytyf  body?' 
(6)^[And  seint  lerome,  whan  he  longe 
tyme  hadde  woned  in  desert,  where-as 
he  hadde  no  compaignye  but  of  vrilde 
beestes,  where-as  he  ne  hadde  no  mete 
but  herbes  and  water  to  his  drynke, 
ne  no  bed  but  the  naked  erthe,  (7)  for 
which  his  flessh  was  blak  as  an  Ethio- 
peen  for  heete,  and  ny  destroyed  for 
coold, — yet  seyde  he  that  'the  bren- 
nynge  of  lecherie  boyled  in  al  his 
body.'  (8)  Wherfore  I  woot  wel  sy- 
kerly  that  they  been  deceyued  that 
seyn  that  they  ne  be  nat  tempted 
in  hir  body.  (9)  Witnesse  on  Seint 
lame  the  Apostel,  that  seith  that 
'euery  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owene 
concupiscence;'  (o)  that  is  to  seyn:  < 
that  euerich  of  vs  hath  matere  and 
occasiown  to  be  tempted  of  the  noris- 
synge  of  synne  that  is  in  his  body. 
(i)  And  therfore  seith  Seint  lohn 
the  Euangelist,  'If  that  we  seyn  that 
we  be[th]  with-oute  synne,  we  deceyue 
vs-selue,  and  trouthe  is  nat  in  vs.' 

(2)  *[Now  shal  ye  vnderstonde  in 
what  manere  that  synne  wexeth 
or  encreesseth  in  man.  (3)  ^The 
firste  thyng  is  thilke  norissynge  of 
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synne  of  which  I  spak  biforn,  thilke 
flesshly  concupiscence.  (4)  And  after 
that  comth  the  subiecciown  of  the 
deuel,  this  is  to  seyn:  the  deueles 
bely,  with  which  he  bloweth  in  man 
the  fir  of  flesshly  concupiscence. 

65  (5)  -4nd  after  that  a  man  bithynketh 
hym  wheither  he  wol  doon,  or  no, 
thiike  thing  to  which  he  is  tempted. 
(6)  And  thanne,  if  that  a  man  with- 
stonde  and  weyue  the  firste  entisynge 
of  his  flessh  and  of  the  feend,  thanne 
is  it  no  synne;  (7)  and  if  it  so  be 
that  he  do  nat  so,  thanne  feeleth  he 
anoon  a  flambe  of  delit,  and  thanne 
is  it  good  to  be  war  and  kepen  hym 
wel;  (8)  or  elles  he  wol  falle  anon 
in-to  consentynge  of  synne,  and  thanne 
wol  he  do  it,  if  he  may  haue  tyme 
and  place.  (9)  And  of  this  matere 
seith  Moyses  by  the  deuel  in  this 

70  manere:  (o)  ^['The  feend  seith,  ''I 
wol[e]  chace  and  pursue  the  man  by 
wikked  suggestioim,  and  I  wol[e]  hente 
hym  by  moeuynge  or  stirynge  of 
synne.  (i)  I  wol  departe  my  prise  or 
my  praye  by  deliberaciown,  and  my 
lust  shal  been  accompliced  in  delit; 
I  wol  drawe  my  swerd  in  consentynge." 
(2)  ffor  certes,  right  as  a  swerd  de- 
parteth  a  thyng  in  two  peces,  right 
so  consentynge  departeth  God  fro  man 
(3) — "and  thanne  wol  I  sleen  hym  with 
myn  hand  in  dede  of  synne" — thus 
seith  the  feend;'  for  certes,  thanne 
is  a  man  al  deed  in  soule.  (4)  And 
thus  is  synne  accompliced  by  tempt- 
acioim,  by  delit,  and  by  consentynge; 
and  thanne  is  the  synne  cleped  actueel.  j 

75  ^fffor  sothe,  synne  is  in  two  ma- 
neres:  outher  it  is  venial,  or  deedly 
synne.  (6)  *[Soothly,  whan  man  loueth 
any  creature  moore  than  Ihesu  Crist, 
oure  creatour,  thanne  is  it  deedly 
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synne;  (7)  and  venial  synne  is  it,  if 
man  loue  Ihesu  Crist  lasse  than  hym 
oghle.  (8)  ffor  sothe,  the  dede  of  this 
venial  synne  is  ful  perilous,  for  it  a- 
menuseth  the  loue  that  men  sholde 
han  to  God  moore  and  moore.  (9)  And 
therefore,  if  a  man  charge  hym-self  with 
manye  swiche  venial  synnes,  certes, 
but  if  so  be  that  he  som-tyme  des- 
charge  hym  of  hem  by  shrifte,  (o)  they  80 
mowe  ful  lightly  amenuse  in  hym  al 
the  loue  that  he  hath  to  Ihesu  Crist. 
(i)  And  in  this  wise  skippeth  venial 
in-to  deedly  synne;  (2)  for  certes,  the 
moore  that  a  man  chargeth  his  soule 
with  venial  synne,  the  moore  is  he 
enclyned  to  fallen  in-to  deedly  synne. 
(3)  And  therfore  lat  vs  nat  be  necgli- 
gent  to  deschargen  vs  of  venial  syn 
nes.  (4)  *|[ffor  the  prouerbe  seith 
that  'manye  smale  maken  a  greet.' 
(5)  ^[And  herkne  this  ensample:  A  85 
greet  wawe  of  the  see  comth  som-tyme 
with  so  greet  a  violence,  that  it  drencheth 
the  ship.  (6)  And  the  same  harm  dooth 
som-tyme  the  smale  dropes  of  water 
that  entren  thurgh  a  litel  creuace  in 
to  the  thurrok  and  in  the  botme  of 
the  ship,  if  men  be  so  necligent,  that 
they  ne  descharge  hem  nat  by  tyme. 

(7)  And  therfore,  al-though  ther  be  a 
difference  bitwixe  thise  two  causes  of 
drenchynge,  algates  the  ship  is  dreynt. 

(8)  ^[  Right   so    fareth    it    somtyme    of 
deedly  synne,  and  of  anoyouse  veniale 
synnes,  whan  they  multiplie  in  a  man 
so     greetly,     that    the    loue    of    thilke 
worldly  thynges  [that  he  louebj  thurgh 
whiche  he  synneth  venyally  is  as  greet 
in   his   herte   as   the   loue   of   God,    or 
moore.    (9)   ^4.nd   therfore   the   loue   of 
euery-thyng  that  is   nat  biset  in  God, 
ne  doon  principally  for   Goddes   sake, 
al-trfough    that    a    man    loue    it    lasse 
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than    God,     yet    is    it    venial     synne; 

90  (o)  and  deedly  synne,  whan  the  loue 
of  anythyng  weyeth  in  the  herte  of 
man  as  muchel  as  the  loue  of  God, 
or  moore.  (i)  ^['Deedly  synne,'  as 
seith  seint  Augustyn,  'is  whan  a  man 
turneth  his  herte  fro  God,  which  that 
is  verray  souereyn  bountee,  that  may 
nat  chaunge,  and  yeueth  his  herte  to 
thyng  that  may  chaunge  and  flitte;' 
and  certes,  that  is  euery-thyng,  saue 
God  of  heuene.  (2)  ffor  sooth  is  that, 
if  a  man  yeue  his  loue,  the  which  J)at 
he  oweth  al  to  God  with  al  his  herte, 
vn-to  a  creature,  certes  as  muche  as 
he  yeueth  of  his  loue  to  thilke  crea 
ture,  so  muche  he  bireueth  fro  God, 
and  ther-f ore  dooth  he  synne ;  (3)  for 
he  that  is  dettour  to  God  ne  yeldeth 
nat  to  God  al  his  dette,  that  is  to 
seyn:  al  the  loue  of  his  herte. 

(4)  ^[NOw  sith  man  vnderstondeth 
generally  which  is  venial  synne,  thanne 
is  it  couenable  to  tellen  specially  of 
synnes  whiche  that  many  a  man  per 
auenture  ne  demeth  hem  nat  synnes, 
and  ne  shryueth  hym  nat  of  the  same 
thynges,  and  yet  nathelees  they  been 

95  synnes.  (5)  ^[Soothly,  as  thise  clerkes 
writen,  this  is  to  seyn:  that  at  euery 
tyme  that  a  man  eteth  or  drynketh 
moore  than  suffiseth  to  the  sustenawnce 
of  his  body,  in  certein  he  dooth  synnej. 
(6)  ^[And  eek  whan  he  speketh  moore 
than  nedeth,  it  is  synne;  ^[eke  whan 
he  herkneth  nat  benignely  the  com- 
pleint  of  the  poure;  eke  whan  he  is 
in  heele  of  body,  and  wol  nat  faste 
whan  hym  oghte  faste,  with-outen  cause 
resonable;  (7)  ^[eke  whan  he  slepeth 
moore  than  nedeth,  or  whan  he  comth 
by  thilke  enchesoim  to  late  to  chirche, 
or  to  othere  werkes  of  charite;  (8)  ^[eke 
whan  he  vseth  his  wyf  with-outen  so 
uereyn  desir  of  engendrure  to  the  hon- 
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our  of  God,  or  for  the  entente  to 
yelde  to  his  wyf  the  dette  of  his  body; 
(9)  ^[eke  whan  he  wol  nat  visite  the 
sike  and  the  prisoner  if  he  may;  eke 
if  he  loue  wyf  or  child  or  oothef 
worldly  thyng  moore  than  resown  re- 
quireth;  (o)  *~  eke  if  he  flatere  or  O1 
blandise  moore  than  hym  oghte  for 
any  necessitee;  (i)  <f[eke  if  he  ame- 
nuse  or  withdrawe  the  almesse  of  the 
poure;  (2)  ffeke  if  he  apparailleth  his 
mete  moore  deliciously  than  nede  is, 
or  ete  to  hastily  by  likerousnesse ; 
(3)  ^[eke  if  he  tale  vanytees  at  chirche 
or  at  Goddes  seruice,  or  that  he  be  a 
talker  of  ydel  wordes  of  folye  or  of 
vileynye,  for  he  shal  yelden  acountes 
of  it  at  the  day  of  doome.  (4)  Eke 
whan  he  biheteth  or  assureth  to  do 
thynges  that  he  may  nat  perfourne; 
(5)  *f[eke  whan  that  he,  by  lightnesse  0 
or  folie,  mysseyeth  or  scorneth  his 
neighebor[e] ;  (6)  *Feke  whan  he  hath 
any  wikked  suspeciotm  of  thyng  ther 
he  ne  woot  of  it  no  soothfastnesse : 
(7)  Thise  thynges  and  mo  with-oute 
nombre  been  synnes,  as  seith  seint 
Augustyn. 

(8)  *[NOw  shal  men  vnderstonde  that 
al  be  it  so  that  noon  erthely  man 
may  eschue  alle  venial  synnes,  (9)  yet 
may  he  restreyne  hym  by  the  bren- 
nynge  loue  that  he  hath  to  oure  Lord 
Ihesu  Crist,  and  by  preyeres,  and  con- 
fessiown,  and  othere  goode  werkes,  so 
that  it  shal  but  litel  greue;  (o)  /for,  1 
as  seith  seint  Augustyn.  ^f'lf  a  man 
loue  God  in  swich  manere,  that  al  that 
euere  he  dooth  is  in  the  loue  of  God,, 
and  for  the  loue  of  God  verraily,  for 
he  brenneth  in  the  loue  of  God: 
(i)  Zooke,  how  muche  that  a  drope 
of  water  that  falleth  in  a  fourneys 
ful  of  fyr  anoyeth  or  greueth,  so  muche 
anoyeth*  a  venial  synne  vn-to  a  man 
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that  is  perfit  in  the  loue  of  Ihesu 
Crist.'  (2)  ^[Men  may  also  refreyne 
venial  synne  by  receyuynge  worthily 
of  the  precious  body  of  Ihesu  Crist; 
(3)  by  receyuynge  eek  of  hooly  water, 
by  almesdede,  by  general  coniessiown 
of  'Confiteor'  at  masse  and  at  complyn, 
and  by  blessynge  of  fcisshopes  and  of 
preestes,  and  oothere  goode  werkes. 

Explicit  secunda  pars  Penitentic. 

*\\Sequitur   de    septem    peccatis    tnor- 

talibus  et  eorum  dependencies  circum- 

stancijs  &  spe debus. 

*\De  Super bia. 

(4)  Now  is  it  bihouely  thyng  to  telle 
whiche  been  the  deedly  synnes;  this 
is  to  seyn:  chief taynes  of  synnes;  alle 
they  renne  in  o  lees,  but  in  diuerse 

15  maneres.  (5)  ^[Now  been  they  cleped 
chieftaynes  for  as  muche  as  they  been 
chief  and  sprynge  of  alle  othere  syn 
nes.  (6)  <§  Of  the  roote  of  thise 
.VIJ.  synnes  thanne  is  pride  the  general 
roote  of  alle  harmes.  (7)  ffor  of  this 
roote  spryngen  certein  braunches,  as 
Ire,  Enuye,  Accidie  or  Slewthe,  Auar- 
ice,  or  Coueitise  to  commune  vnder- 
stondynge,  Glotonye,  and  Lecherye. 
(8)  And  euerich  of  thise  chief  synnes 
hath  hise  braunches  and  hise  twigges, 
as  shal  be  declared  in  hir(e)  chapitres 
folwynge.  (9)  And  thogh  so  be  that 
no  man  kan  outrely  telle  the  nombre 
of  twigges  and  of  the  harmes  that 
cometh  of  pride,  yet  wol  I  shewe  a 
partie  of  hem,  as  ye  shul  vnderstonde. 

20  ^[Ther  is  inobedience,  auauntynge, 
?/pocrisie,  rfespit,  arrogance,  anpudence, 
swellynge  of  herte,  insolence,  claciozm, 
inpacience,  strif,  contumacie,  presump- 
ciown,  ^rreuerence,  pertinacie,  teyne- 
glorie,  and  many  another  twig  that  I 
kan  nat  declare,  (i)  €[Inobedient 
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is  he  that  disobeyeth  for  despit  to  the 
comandementz  of  God,  and  to  hise 
souereyns,  and  to  his  goostly  fader. 

(2)  ^TAuauntour    is    he    that    bosteth 
of  the  harm  or  of  the  bountee  that  he* 
hath  doon.    (3)  *[Ypocrite  is  he  that 
hideth  to  shewe   hym  swich  as  he  is, 
and  sheweth  hym  swich  as   he  noght 
is.    (4)    4[Desjpitous   is  he   that   hath 
desdeyn  of  his  neighebor[e],  that  is  to 
seyn:    of    his    euene-cristene,    or    hath 
despit  to  doon  that  hym  oghte  to  do. 
(5)  ^[Arrogant  is  he  that  thynketh  J)at  25 
he   hath  thilke   bountees   in   hym  that 
he    hath    noght,    or    weneth    that    he 
sholde  haue  hem  by  hise  desertes,  or 
elles    he   demeth   that   he   be   that   he 
nys    nat.     (6)    ^Inpudent    is    he   that 
for  his   pride   hath   no  shame   of  hise 
synnes.    (7)  *[Swellynge  of  herte  is 
whan   a  man   reioyseth   hym   of   harm 
that    he    hath    doon.     (8)    ^[Insolent 

is  he  that  despiseth  in  his  iuggement 
alle  othere  folk  as  to  regard  of  his 
value,  and  of  his  konnyng,  and  of  hid 
spekyng,  and  of  his  beryng.  (9)  ^Ela- 
ciown  is  whan  he  ne  may  neither 
suffre  to  haue  maister  ne  felawe. 
(o)  ^[Inpacient  is  he  that  wol  nat  30 
been  ytaught  ne  vndernome  of  his  vice, 
and  by  strif  werreieth  trouthe  witingly, 
and  deffendeth  his  folye.  (i)  ^[Con- 
tumax  is  he  that  thurgh  his  indigna- 
ckmn  is  agayns  euerich  auctoritee  or 
power  of  hem  that  been  hise  souer 
eyns.  (2)  Presumpciown  is  whan  a 
man  vndertaketh  an  emprise  that  hym 
oghte  nat  do,  or  elles  that  he  may  t  nat 
do,  and  this  is  called  surquidie. 

(3)  ^[Irreuerence    is    whan    men    do 
nat  honour  there-as  hem  oghte  to  doon, 
and  waiten  to  be  reuerenced.  (4)  f| Per- 
tinacie  is  whan  man  deffendeth  hise 
folies,    and   trusteth    to   muchel   in   his 
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35  owene  wit.  (5)  *j  Veyneglorie  is  for 
to  haue  pompe  and  delit  in  his  tem- 
poreel  hynesse,  and  glorifie  hym  in 
this  worldly  estaat.  (6)  f  langlynge 
is  whan  men  speken  to  muche  biforn 
folk,  and  clappen  as  a  wille,  and  taken 
no  keep[e]  what  they  seye.  (7)  ^And 
yet  is  ther  a  priuee  spece  of  pride, 
that  waiteth  first  to  be  salewed  er  he 
wole  salewe,  al  be  he  lasse  worth 
than  that  oother  is,  per  auenture; 
(8)  and  eek  he  waiteth  or  desireth  to 
sitte,  or  elles  to  goon  aboue  hym  in 
the  wey,  or  kisse  pax,  or  been  en- 
censed,  or  goon  to  offryng  biforn  his 
neighebor[e],  and  swiche  semblable 
thynges,  agayns  his  duetee,  per  auen 
ture;  (9)  but  that  he  hath  his  herte 
and  his  entente  in  swich  a  proud  desir 
to  be  magnified  and  honoured  biforn 
tjie  peple. 

4*0  ^[Now  been  ther  two  maneres  of 
pride;  that  oon  of  hem  is  with-inne 
the  herte  of  man,  and  that  oother  is 
with-oute;  (i)  of  whiche,  soothly,  thise 
forseyde  thynges,  and  mo  than  I  haue 
seyd,  apertenen  to  pride  that  is  in 
the  herte  of  man,  and  that  othere 
speces  of  pride  been  with-oute.  (2)  But 
natheles  that  oon  of  thise  speces  of 
pride  is  signe  of  that  oother,  right 
as  the  gaye  leefsel  atte  fauerne  is  signe 
of  the  wyn  that  is  in  the  celer.  (3)  And 
this  is  in  manye  thynges,  as  in  speche 
and  contenawnce,  and  in  outrageous 
array  of  clothyng;  (4)  for  certes,  if 
ther  ne  hadde  be  no  synne  in  clothyng, 
Crist  wolde  nat  so  sone  haue  noted  and 
spoken  of  the  clothyng  of  thilke  riche 

45  man  in  the  gospel.  (5)  And  as  seith 
Seint  Gregorie,  ^fttiat  'precious  cloth 
yng  is  cowpable  for  the  derthe  of  it, 
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and  for  his  softenesse,  and  for  his 
strangenesse  and  degisynesse,  and  for 
the  superfluitee,  or  for  the  inordinat 
scantnesse  of  it.'  (6)  ^ Alias!  may  men 
nat  seen,  as  in  oure  dayes,  the  synful 
costlewe  array  of  clothynge,  and  name 
ly  in-to  muche  superfluitee,  or  elles 
in-to  desordinat  scantnesse? 

(7)  AS  to  the  firste  synne,  that  is 
in  superfluitee  of  clothynge,  which 
that  maketh  it  so  deere  to  harm  of 
the  peple,  (8)  nat  oonly  the  cost  of 
embrowdynge,  the  degise  endentynge, 
barrynge,  owndynge,  palynge,  wynd- 
ynge,  or  bendynge,  and  semblable  wast 
of  clooth  in  vanitee;  (9)  but  ther  is 
also  costlewe  furrynge  in  hir  govvnes, 
so  muche  powwsonynge  of  chisel  to 
maken  holes,  so  muche  daggynge  of 
sheres;  (o)  forth-with  the  superfluitee  5( 
in  lengthe  of  the  forseide  gownes,  trail- 
ynge  in  jthe  donge  and  in  the  wire, 
on  horse  and  eek  on  foote,  as  wel  of 
men  as  of  wommen;  (i)  that  al  thilke 
trailyng  is  verraily  as  in  effect  wasted, 
consumed,  thredbare,  and  roten  with 
donge,  rather  than  it  is  yeuen  to  the 
poure,  to  greet  damage  of  the  forseyde 
poure  folk.  (2)  And  that  in  sondry 
wise;  this  is  to  seyn:  that  the  moore 
that  clooth  is  wasted,  the  moore  it 
costeth  to  the  peple  for  the  scantnesse. 
(3)  ^[And  forther-ouer,  if  so  be  that 
they  wolde  yeuen  swich  powwsoned  and 
dagged  clothyng  to  the  poure  folk,  it 
is  nat  conuenient  to  were  for  hir  estaat, 
ne  suffisant  to  beete  hir  necessitee,  to 
kepe  hem  fro  the  distemperance  of 
the  firmament. 

(4)  Upon  ])at  oother  side,  to  speken 
of  the  horrible  disordinat  scant 
nesse  of  clothyng,  as  been  thise 
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or  disordinat  scantitee  of  clothynge  is 
repreuable.  (5)  I^Also  the  synne  of  65 
aornement  or  of  apparaille  is  in 
thynges  that  apertenen  to  rid- 
ynge,  (6)  as  in  to  manye  delicat  horses 
that  been  hoolden  for  delit,  that  been 
so  faire,  fatte,  and  costlewe;  (7)  and 
also  in  many  a  vicious  knaue  that  is 
sustened  by  cause  of  hem,  and  in  to 
curious  harneys,  as  in  sadeles,  in  crou- 
peres,  peytrels,  and  bridles  couered 


kutted     sloppes     or     haynselyns,     that 

thurgh    hir    shortnesse    ne    couere    nat 

the  shameful  membres  of  man  to  wik- 
55  ked    entente.     (5)    f  Alias!    somme    of 

hem    shewen    the    boce    of    hir    shap 

and  the  horrible  swollen  membres,  that 

semeth    lik    the    maladie    of    /nrnia    in 

the    wrappynge   of    hir    hoses;    (6)    and 

eek   the   buttokes    of   hem   faren   as   it 

were  the  hyndre  part  of  a  she-ape  in 

the    fulle    of    the    moone.     (7)    f  And 

moore-ouer.      the      wrecched      swollen    j    with  precious  clothyng,  and  riche  bar- 

membres  that   they   shewe  thurgh   the    ;    res  and  plates  of  gold  and  of  siluer; 

degisynge,  in  departynge  of  hir(e)  hoses    j    (8)  for  which  God  seith  by  Zakarie 

in  whit  and  reed,  semeth  that  half  hir    j   the  prophete:  'I   wol   confounde  the 

shameful  priuee  membres  weren  flayne.   |    rideres    of   swiche    horses.'     (9) 

(8)  f[And  if  so  be  that  they  departen 

hire    hoses    in    othere    colours,    as    is 

whit  and  blak,   or  whit  and  blew,   or 

blak  and  reed,  and  so  forth;  (9)  thanne 

semeth  it,   as  by  variaunce   of   colour, 

that    half    the    partie    of    hir(e)    priuee 

membres   were   corrupt    by   the   fir   of 

seint    Antony,    or    by    cancre,     or    by 
60  oother  swich  meschaunce.    (o)  *^Of  the 

'hyndre   part   of   hir  buttokes,    it   is   ful 

horrible  for  to  see;  (i)  ffor  certes,  in 

that    partie    of    hir    body    ther-as    they 

purgen  hir  stynkynge  ordure,  that  foule 

partie  shewe  they  to  the  peple  prowdly 

in  despit  of  honestitee;   (2)  the  which 

honestitee    that    Ihesu    Crist    and    hise 

freendes    obseruede   to    shewen    in   hir 

lyue. 

(3)  NOw  of  the  outrageous  array 

of  wommen,   God  woot  that,  though 

the  visages  of  somme  of  hem  seme  ful 

chaast  and  debonaire,   yet  notifie  they 

in  hir  array  of  otyr  likerousnesse  and 

pride.    (4)  ^[1  seye  nat  that  honestitee 

in    clothynge    of   man    or    womman    is 

vncouenable,  but  certes,  the  superfluitee 


folk  taken  litel  reward  of  the  ridynge 
of  Goddes  sone  of  heuene,  and  of  his 
harneys,  whan  he  rood  vp-on  the  asse, 
and  ne  hadde  noon  oother  harneys 
but  the  poure  clothes  of  hise  disciples; 
(o)  ne  we  ne  rede  nat  that  euere  he  70 
rood  on  oother  beest.  (i)  I  speke  this 
for  the  synne  of  superfluitee,  and  nat 
for  resonable  honestitee,  whan  reson 
it  requireth. 

(2)  And  forther,  certes,  pride  is 
greetly  notified  in  holdynge  of  greet 
meynee,  whan  they  be  of  litel  profit, 
or  of  right  no  profit;  (3)  and  namely 
whan  that  meynee  is  felonous  and  da- 
mageous  to  the  peple  by  hardynesse 
of  heigh  lordshipe,  or  by  wey  of  offices. 
(4)  ffor  certes,  swiche  lordes  sellen 
thanne  hir  lordshipe  to  the  deuel  of 
helle,  whanne  they  sustenen  the  wik- 
kednesse  of  hir  meynee.  (5)  ^[Or  elles,  75 
whan  this  folk  of  lowe  degree,  as 
thilke  that  holden  hostelries,  sustene?i 
the  thefte  of  hir(e)  hostilers,  and  that 
is  in  many  manere  of  deceites. 
(6 1  *r  Thilke  manere  of  folk  been  the 
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flyes  that  folwen  the  hony,  or  elles  the 
houndes  that  folwen  the  careyne. 
(7)  Swich  forseyde  folk  stranglen  spiri 
tually  hir  lordshipes,  for  which  thus 
seith  Dauid  the  prophete:  (8)  ^['Wik- 
ked  deeth  moote  come  vp  thilke  lord 
shipes,  and  God  yeue  that  they  moote  i  that  pride  sourdeth  and  spryng- 
descenden  in-to  helle  al  doun,  al  doun,  j  eth,  and  I  seye:  somtyme  it  spryng 


[I  449-459] 

it  is  no  doutc.  (6)  And  whan  they 
sourden  by  freletee  vnauysed  and  so- 
deynly  withdrawen  ageyn,  al  been  they 
greuouse  synnes,  I  gesse  that  they  ne 
been  nat  deedly. 

(7)  Now  myghte  men  axe  w her- of 


for  in  hir(e)  houses  been  iniquitees  and 
shrewednesses,  and  nat  God  of  heuene.' 
(9)  And  certes,  but  if  they  doon 
amendement,  right  as  God  yaf  his 
benysown  to  Pharao  by  the  seruice  of 
loseph,  and  to  Laban  by  the  seruice 

£0  of  lacob;  (o)  right  so  God  wol  yeue 
his  malisown  to  swiche  lordshipes  as 
sustenen  the  wikkednesse  of  hir  seru- 
auntz,  but  if  they  come  to  amende 
ment. 

(i)  *[[Pride  of  the  table  appeereth 
eek  ful  ofte;  for  certes,  riche  men 
been  cleped  to  festes,  and  poure  folk 
been  put  awey  and  rebuked.  (2)  Also 
in  excesse  of  diuerse  metes  and 
drynkes,  and  namely  swiche  manere 
bake-metes  and  dissh-metes  brcn- 
nynge  of  wilde  fir,  and  peynted  and 
castelled  with  papir,  and  semblable 
wast,  so  that  it  is  abusioun  for  to 
thynke.  (3)  And  eek  in  to  greet  pre- 
ciousnesse  of  vessel  and  curios'- 
itee  of  wynstralcie,  by  whiche  a 
man  is  stired  the  moore  to  delices  of 
luxurie,  if  so  be  that  he  sette  his  herte' 
the  lasse  vp-on  oure  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist. 
(4)  Certeyn  it  is  a  synne,  and  certeinly 
the  delices  myghte  been  so  grete  in 
this  caas,  that  man  myghte  lightly  falle 
by  hem  in-to  deedly  synne. 

85  The  especes  that  sourden  of 
pride,  soothly,  whan  they  sourden  of 
malice  ymagined,  auised,  and  forncast, 
or  elles  of  vsage,  been  deedly  synnes, 


eth  of  the  goodes  of  nature,  and  som 
tyme  of  the  goodes  of  ffortune,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  goodes  of  grace. 
(8)  *[Certes,  the  goodes  of  nature 
stonden  outher  in  goodes  of  body,  or  in 
goodes  of  soule.  (9)  *[  Certes,  goodes 
of  body  been  heele  of  body,  [as] 
strengthe,  deliuernesse,  beautee,  gen- 
trie[s],  franchise,  (o)  *[  Go  odes  of  na- 
ture  of  the  soule  'been  good  wit,  sharp 
vnderstondynge,  subtil  engyn,  vertu  na- 
tureel,  good  memorie.  (i)  *[  Go  odes 
of  ffortune  been  richesse,  hyghe  de 
grees  of  lordshipes,  preisynges  of  the 
peple.  (2)  ^[Goodes  of  grace  been 
science,  power  to  suffre  spiritueel  trau- 
aille,  benignitee,  vertuous  contempia- 
ciown,  withstondynge  of  temptacioim, 
and  semblable  thynges;  (3)  of  whiche 
forseyde  goodes,  certes,  it  is  a  ful 
greet  folye  a  man  to  priden  hym  in 
any  of  hem  alle. 

(4)  XOw,  as  for  to  speken  of  goodes 
of  nature,  God  woot  that  som-tyme  we 
han  hem  in  nature  as  muche  to  oure 
damage  as  to  oure  profit.  (5)  *[[As 
for  to  speken  of  heele  of  body,  certes, 
it  passeth  ful  lightly,  and  eek  it  is  ful 
ofte  enchesos/n  of  the  siknesse  of  oure 
soule.  (6)  /for,  God  woot,  the  flessh 
is  a  ful  greet  enemy  to  the  soule,  and 
th  erf  ore  the  moore  that  the  body  is 
hool,  the  moore  be  we  in  peril  to 
falle.  (7)  ^[Eke  for  to  pride  hym 
in  his  strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an 
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heigh  folye;  ffor  certes,  the  flessh 
coueiteth  agayn  the  spirit,  and  ay  the 
moore  strong  that  the  flessh  is,  the 
sorier  may  the  soule  be.  (8)  And, 
ouer  al  this,  strengthe  of  the  body  and 
worldly  hardynesse  causeth  ful  ofte 
many  a  man  to  peril  and  meschaunce. 
(9)  Eek  for  to  pride  hym  of  his 
gentrie  is  ful  greet  folie;  for  ofte 
tyme  the  gentrie  of  the  body  binymeth 

00  the  gentrie  of  the  soule;  (o)  and  eek 
we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and  of  o 
mooder,  and  alle  we  been  of  o  na 
ture,  roten  and  corrupt,  bothe  riche 
and  poure.  (i)  ffor  sothe,  o  manere 
gentrie  is  for  to  preise :  that  apparail- 
leth  mannes  corage  with  vertues  and 
moralitees,  and  maketh  hym  Cristes 
child;  (2)  for  truste  wel  that  ouer 
what  man  pat  synne  hath  maistrie,  he 
is  a  verray  cherl  to  synne. 

(3)  *[NOw  been  ther  generale 
signes  of  gentilesse,  as  eschewynge 
of  vice,  and  ribaudye,  and  seruage  of 
synne  in  word,  in  werk,  and  conten- 
aunce,  and  vsynge  vertu,  curteisye,  and 
clennesse;  (4)  and  to  be  liberal,  that 
is  to  seyn:  large  by  mesure;  for  thilke 
that  passeth  mesure  is  folie  and  synne. 

05  (5)  ^[Another  is  to  remembre  hym  of 
bountee  that  he  of  oother  folk  hath 
receyued.  (6)  *[Another  is  to  be 
benigne  to  hise  goode  subgetis,  wher- 
fore  seith  $enek,  ^['Ther  is  no-thing 
moore  couenable  to  a  man  of  heigh 
estaat  than  debonairetee  and  pitee. 

(7)  And  therfore   thise  flyes  that  men 
clepeth    bees,    whan    they    maken    hir 
kyng,     they     chesen     oon     that     hath 
no    prikke    wherwith    he    may   stynge.' 

(8)  *[  Another  is  a  'man  to  haue  a  noble 
herte    and    a    diligent,    to    attayne    to 
heighe     vertuouse    thynges.      (9)    Now 
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certes,  a  man  to  pride  hym  in  the 
go  odes  of  grace  is  eek  an  outrageous 
folie;  (o)  for  'thilke  yifte  of  grace  10 
that  sholde  haue  turned  hym  to  good- 
nesse  and  to  medicine  turneth  hym 
to  venym  and  to  confusiowi,"  as  seith 
Gregorie.  (i)  Certes  also,  who-so  prid- 
eth  hym  in  the  goodes  of  ffor- 
tune,  he  is  a  ful  greet  fool;  (2)  for 
som-tyme  is  a  man  a  greet  lord  by 
the  morwe,  that  is  a  caytyf  and  a 
wrecche  er  it  be  nyght;  (3)  and  som- 
tyme  the  richesse  of  a  man  is  cause 
of  his  dep;  somtyme  the  delicefs]  of 
a  man  is  cause  of  the  greuous  maladye 
thurgh  which  he  dyeth.  (4)  Certes, 
the  commendaciown  of  the  peple 
is  somtyme  ful  fals  and  ful  brotel  for 
to  triste;  this  day  they  preyse,  tomorwe 
they  blame.  (5)  God  woot,  desir  to  15 
haue  commendacioim  eek  of  the  peple 
hath  caused  deeth  to  many  a  bisy 
man.  (6)  Now  sith  that  so  is  that  ye 
han  vnderstonde  what  is  pride,  and 
whiche  been  the  speces  of  it,  and 
whennes  pride  sourdeth  and  spryng- 
eth,— - 

^Remedium  contra  peccatum 

Superbie*) 

(7)  NOw  shul  ye  vnderstonde  which 
is  the  remedie  agayns  the  synne  of 
pride,  and  that  is  humylitee  or  me- 
kenesse.  (8)  That  is  a  vertu  thurgh 
which  a  man  hath  verray  knoweleche 
of  hym-self,  and  holdeth  of  hym-self 
no  pris  ne  deyntee,  as  in  regard  of 
hise  desertes,  considerynge  euere  his 
freletee.  (9)  NOw  been  ther  IIJ.  ma- 
neres  of  humylitee,  as  humylitee 
in  herte,  and  another  humylitee  in  his 
mouth;  ^[Jhe  thridde  in  hise  werkes. 
(o)  ^[The  humilitee  in  herte  is  in  20 
IIIJ.  maneres:  fj "that  oon  is,  whan  a 
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man  holdeth  hymself  as  noght  worth 
biforn  God  of  heuene.  (i)  Another 
is,  whan  he  ne  despiseth  noon  oother 
man.  (2)  ^"The  thridde  is,  whan  he 
rekketh  nat  though  men  holde  hym 
noght  worth.  (3)  ^[The  ferthe  is,  whan 
he  nys  nat  sory  of  his  humiliaciown. 
(4)  '[Also  the  humilitee  of  mouth 
is  in  IHJ.  thynges:  *[m  attempree 
speche,  ^[and  in  humblesse  of  speche; 
25  (5)  ^[and  whan  he  biknoweth  with  his 
owene  mouth  that  he  is  swich  as  hym 
thynketh  that  he  is  in  his  herte. 
(6)  Another  is,  whan  he  preissth  the 
bountee  of  another  man,  and  no-thyng 
ther-of  amenuseth.  (7)  ^f Humilitee 
eek  in  werkes  is  in  IHJ.  maneres: 
*[/he  firste  is,  whan  he  putteth  othere 
men  biforn  hym.  (8)  ^[The  seconde  is, 
to  chese  the  loweste  place  ouer-al;  *[[£he 
thridde  is,  gladly  to  assente  to  good 
conseil.  (9)  ^[The  ferthe  is,  to  stonde 
gladly  to  the  award  of  hise  souereyns, 
or  of  hym  that  is  in  hyer  degree;  cer- 
tein,  this  is  a  greet  werk  of  humylitee. 


^Sequitur  de  Inuidia. 

30       After    Pride    wol    I    speken    of    the    j   peritee, 
foule  synne  of  Enuye,   which  is,   as 
by    the    word    of    the    Philosophre, 
'sorwe   of  oother   mannes   prosperitee ;' 

(1)  and  after  the  word  of  seint  Au- 
gustyn,  it  is  'sorwe  of  oother  mannes 
wele,  and  ioye  of  othere  mennes  harm.' 

(2)  *[This   synne   is   platly  agayns  the 
Hooly    Goost.     (3)    Al    be    it    so    that 
euery  synne  is  agayns  the  Hooly  Groost, 
yet  nathelees,  for  as  muche  as  bountee 
aperteneth  proprely  to  the  Hooly  Goost, 
and   enuye   comth   proprely   of   malice, 
therfore  it  is  proprely  agayn  the  boun 
tee    of   the    J/ooly    Goost.     (4)    •ft' Now 
hath  malice   two   speces;   that  is  to 


18621 — 18644 
(I  487— 494] 

seyn:  hardnesse  of  herte  in  wik- 
kednesse;  (5)  or  elles  the  flessh  of 
man  is  so  blynd,  that  he  considereth 
nat  that  he  is  in  synne,  or  rekketh 
nat  that  he  is  in  synne,  which  is  the 
hardnesse  of  the  deuel.  (6)  *"That 
oother  spece  of  malice  is,  whan 
a  man  werreyeth  trouthe,  whan  he 
woot  that  it  is  trouthe;  (7)  and  eek 
whan  he  werreieth  the  grace  that  God 
hath  yeue  to  his  neighebore;  and  al 
this  is  by  enuye.  (8)  «[Certes,  thanne 
is  enuye  the  worste  synne  that  is;  ffor 
soothly  alle  othere  synnes  been  som- 
tyme  oonly  agayns  o  special  vertu. 
(9)  .But  certes,  enuye  is  agayns  alle 
vertues,  and  agayns  alle  goodnesses; 
for  it  is  sory  of  alle  bountees  of  his 
neighebor[e],  and  in  this  manere  it  is 
diuers  from  alle  othere  synnes.  (o)  ffor 
wel  vnnethe  is  ther  any  synne  that  it 
ne  hath  som  del  it  in  itself,  saue  oonly 
enuye,  that  euere  hath  in  itself  an- 
gwissh  and  sorwe. 

(i)  5"The  speces  of  enuye  been 
thise:  fher  is  first  sorwe  of  oother 
mannes  goodnesse  and  of  his  pros- 
and  prosperitee  is  kyndely 
matere  of  ioye;  thanne  is  enuye 
a  synne  agayns  kynde.  (2)  ^The 
feeconde  spece  of  enuye  is  ioye  of 
oother  mannes  harm,  and  that  is  pro 
prely  lyk  to  the  deuel,  that  euere 
reioyseth  hym  of  mannes  harm. 
(3)  IF  Of  thise  two  speces  comth  bak- 
bityng,  and  this  synne  of  bakbityng 
or  detraccion  hath  certeine  speces,  as 
thus:  ^Som  man  preiseth  his  neighe- 
'bor[e]  by  a  wikke  entente;  (4)  for  he 
maketh  alwey  a  wikked  knotte  atte 
laste  ende;  alwey  he  maketh  a  'but' 
atte  laste  ende,  that  is  digne  of  moore 
blame  than  worth  is  al  the  preisynge. 
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45  (5)  €|The  seconde  spece  is  that, 
if  a  man  be  good,  and  dooth  or  seith 
a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bakbiter 
wol  turne  al[l]  thilke  goodnesse  vp  so 
doun  to  his  shrewed  entente.  (6)  ^[The 
thridde  is,  to  amenuse  the  bountee 
of  his  neighebor[e].  (7)  ^  The  fourthe 
spece  of  bakbityng  is  this:  that  if  men 
speke  goodnesse  of  a  man,  thanne 
wol  the  bakbiter  seyn,  'Pardee!  swich 
a  man  is  yet  bet  than  he,'  in  dispreis- 
ynge  of  hym  that  men  preise.  (8)  VThe 
fifte  spece  is  this:  for  to  consente 
gladly,  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  speke  of  oother  folk.  (9)  This 
synne  is  ful  greet,  and  ay  encreeseth 
after  the  wikked  entente  of  the  bak 
biter. 

£0  After  bakbityng  cometh  gruc[h]ch- 
yng  or  wurmuracioim,  and  som- 
tyme  it  spryngeth  of  enpacience  agayns 
God,  and  somtyme  agayns  man. 
(i)  *[Agayns  God  it  is,  whan  a  man 
gruccheth  agayn  the  peynes  of  helle, 
or  agayns  pouerte,  or  los  of  catel; 
or  agayn  reyn  or  tempest;  (2)  or  elles 
gruccheth  that  shrewes  han  prosperitee, 
or  elles  for  that  goode  men  han  ad- 
uersitee.  (3)  ^4.nd  alle  thise  thynges 
sholde  men  suffre  paciently,  for  they 
comen  by  the  rightful  ?'uggement  and 
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Pharisee  grucch[ch]ed  agayn  the  Mag- 
daleyne,  whan  she  approched  to  Ihesu 
Crist,  and  weep  at  his  feet  for  hir(e) 
synnes.  (7)  And  som-tyme  grucchyng 
sourdeth  of  enuye,  whan  men  dis- 
couereth  a  mannes  harm  that  was 
priuee,  or  bereth  hym  on  hond  thyng 
that  is  fals.  (8)  ^[Murmure  eek  is 
ofte  amonges  seruauntz,  that  grucch- 
en  whan  hir  souereyns  biddem  hem 
doon  leueful  thynges.  (9)  ^.nd  for  as 
xnuche  as  they  dar  nat  openly  withseye 
the  comaundementz  of  hir  souereyns, 
yet  wol  they  seyn  harm,  and  grucche, 
and  murmure  priuely  for  verray  despit; 
(o)  whiche  wordes  men  clepen  'the  60 
deueles  Paternoster/  though  so  be  that 
the  deuel  ne  hadde  neuere  Pater-noster, 
but  that  lewed  folk  yeuen  it  swich  a 
name,  (i)  ^[Som-tyme  grucchyng 
comth  of  ire  or  priue  hate,  that  noris- 
seth  rancour  in  herte,  as  afterward  I 
shal  declare.  (2)  Thanne  cometh  eek 
bitternesse  of  herte,  thurgh  which 
bitternesse  euery  good  dede  of  his 
neighebor  semeth  to  hym  bitter  and 
vnsauory.  (3)  ^[Thanne  cometh  dis 
cord,  that  vnbyndeth  alle  manere  of 
freendshipe;  *[£hanne  comth  scorn- 
ynge  of  his  neighebor,  al  do  he  neuer 
so  weel.  (4)  ^[Thanne  comth  accus- 


ordinaimce     of     God.      (4)    Som-tyme   |    ynge,  as  whan  man  seketh  occasiown 


comth  grucchyng  of  auarice,  as 
ludas  grucched  agayns  the  Magda- 
leyne,  whan  she  enoynte  the  heued  of 
oure  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist  with  hir  pre- 
55  cious  oynement.  (5)  ^[This  maner  mur 
mure  is  swich  as  whan  man  gruccheth 
of  goodnesse  J>at  hym-self  dooth,  or 
that  oother  folk  doon  of  hir  owene 
catel.  (6)  ^"Som-tyme  comth  mur 
mure  of  pride,  as  whan  Simon  the 


to  .anoyen  his  neighebor,  which  that 
is  lyk  to  the  craft  of  the  deuel,  that 
waiteth  bothe  nyght  and  day  to  accusen 
vs  alle.  (5)  ^[Thanne  comth  maligni-  65 
tee,  thurgh  which  a  man  anoyeth  his 
neighebor  priuely,  if  he  may.  (6)  And 
if  he  noght  may,  algate  his  wikked  wil 
ne  shal  nat  wante,  as  for  to  brennen 
his  hous  priuely,  or  empoysone  or  sleen 
hise  beestes,  and  semblable  thynges. 
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[I  515-523] 

^  Rcmcdium  contra  peccatuni 

Inuidie*} 

(7)  NOW  wol  I  speke  of  the  remedic 
agayns  the  foule  synne  of  cnuye. 
(8)  ^[f first  is  the  louynge  of  God  prin 
cipal,  and  louyng  of  his  neighebor  as 
hymself;  for  soothly,  that  oon  ne  may 
nat  been  \vithoute  that  oother.  (9)  And 
truste  wel  that  in  the  name  of  thy 
neighebor[e]  thou  shalt  vnderstonde  the 

70  name  of  thy  brother;  (o)  ffor  certes, 
alle  we  haue  o  fader  flesshly  and  o 
mooder,  that  is  to  seyn:  Adam  and 
Eue — and  eek  o  fader  espiritueel,  and 
that  is  God  of  heuene.  (i)  *|Thy 
neigheborfe]  artow  hoi  den  for  to 
lone,  and  wilne  hym  alie  goodnesse; 
(2)  and  therefore  seith  God,  '.Loue  thy 
neigheborfe]  as  thy-selue;'  that  is  to 
seyn:  to  saluacicwn  of  lyf  and  of 
soule.  (3)  ^[And  moore-ouer,  thou 
shalt  loue  hym  in  word,  and  in  benigne. 
amonestynge  and  chastisynge,  and  con- 
forten  hym  in  hise  anoyes,  and  preye 
for  hym  with  al  thyn  herte.  (4)  ^j  And 
in  dede  thou  shalt  loue  hym  in  swich 
wise,  that  thou  shalt  doon  to  hym 
in  charitee  as  thou  woldest  that  it 
were  doon  to  thyn  owene  persone. 

75  (5)  And  therfore  thou  ne  shalt  doon 
hym  no  damage  in  wikked  word,  ne 
harm  in  his  body,  ne  in  his  catel,  net 
in  his  soule  by  entis[s]yng  of  wikked 
ensample.  (6)  '[Thou  shalt  nat  desiren 
his  wyf,  ne  none  of  hise  thynges. 
(7)  Vnderstoond  eek  that  in  the  name 
of  neighebor  is  comprehended  his 
enemy.  (8)  *[  Certes,  man  shal  louen 
his  enemy  by  the  comandement  of 
God,  and  soothly,  thy  freend  shaltow 
loue  in  God.  (9)  «[I  seye,  thyn  enemy 
shaltow  loue  for  Goddes  sake  by  his 
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[*  523-533] 

comandement.  (o)  *i  ffor  if  it  were 
reson  JDat  a  man  sholde  haten  his 
enemy,  for  sothe,  God  nolde  nat  re- 
ceyuen  vs  to  his  loue,  that  been  hise 
enemys. 

(i)  •[[Agayns  HJ.  manere  oi 
thynges  that  his  enemy  dooth  to 
hym  he  shal  doon  HJ.  thynges, 
as  thus:  (2)  •[[Agayns  hate  and  ran 
cour  of  herte,  he  shal  loue  hym  in 
herte.  (3)  «[ Agayns  chidyng  and  wik- 
kede  wordes,  he  shal  preye  for  his 
enemy.  (4)  «TAnd  agayn  wikked  dede 
of  his  enemy,  he  shal  doon  hym  boun- 
tee.  (5)  ffor  Crist  seith,  'Loueth  youre 
enemys,  and  preyeth  for  hem  thai 
speke  yow  harm,  and  eek  for  hem 
that  yow  chacen  and  pursewen,  anc 
dooth  bountee  to  hem  that  yow  haten. 
(6)  ^[Loo!  thus  comaimdeth  vs  oure 
.Lord  Ihesu  Crist  to  do  to  oure  ene 
mys.  (7)  ffor  soothly,  nature  dryuett 
vs  to  louen  oure  freendes,  and,  parfey 
oure  enemys  han  moore  nede  to  louf 
than  oure  freendes,  and  they  thai 
moore  nede  haue,  certes,  to  hem  sha' 
men  doon  goodnesse.  (8)  -4nd  certes 
in  thilke  dede  haue  we  remembrazmce 
of  the  loue  of  Ihesu  Crist,  that  deydf 
for  hise  enemys.  (9)  .4nd  in  as  muche 
as  thilke  loue  is  the  moore  greuous 
to  perfourne,  in  so  muche  is  the  moon 
gretter  the  merite,  and  trier-fore  the 
louynge  of  oure  enemy  hath  con 
founded  the  venym  of  the  dcuel 
(o)  ffor  right  as  the  deuel  is  discon 
fited  by  humylitee,  right  so  is  h« 
wounded  to  the  deeth  by  loue  of  oun 
enemy,  (i)  *|  Certes,  thanne  is  lout 
the  medicine  that  casteth  out  th* 
venym  of  enuye  fro  mannes  herte 
(2)  1[The  speces  of  this  paas  shuller 
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[I  535-543] 

be  moore  largely  in  hir  chapitres  folw- 

ynge  declared. 

^\Sequitur  de  Ira. 
(3)  After  enuye  wol  I  discryuen 
the  synne  of  Ire.  ffor  soothly,  who 
so  hath  enuye  vpon  his  neighebor, 
anon  he  wol[e]  comunly  fynde  hym  a 
matere  of  \vratthe  in  word  or  in  dede 
agayns  hym  to  whom  he  hath  enuye. 
(4)  And  as  wel  comth  ire  of  pride  as 
of  enuye;  for  soothly,  he  that  is 
proud[e]  or  enuyous  is  lightly  wrooth. 
95  ^TThis  synne  of  ire,  after  the  dis- 
cryuyng  of  seint  Augustyn,  is  'wik- 
ked  wil  to  been  auenged  by  word  or 
by  dede.'  (6)  Ire,  after  the  Philo- 
sophre,  is  the  feruent  blood  of  man 
yquyked  in  his  herte,  thurgh  which 
he  wol[e]  harm  to  hym  that  he  hateth'. 

(7)  f^ffor  certes,  the  herte  of  man,  by 
eschawfynge     and     moeuynge     of     his 
blood,    wexeth   so    trouble,    that    he    is 
out     of     alle     iuggement     of     reso?m. 

(8)  *[But  ye  shal  vnderstonde  that  Ire 
is  in  two  maneres:  that  oon  of  hem. 
is    good,    and    that    oother    is    wikked. 

(9)  *[The   goode    ire    is    by   Jalousie 
of  goodnesse,  thurgh  which  a  man  is 
wrooth   with   wikkednesse   and   agayns 
wikkednesse,  and  therfore  seith  a  wys 

00  man  that  'Ire  is  bet  than  pley.'  (o)  This 
ire  is  with  debonairetee,  and  it  is 
wrooth  with-outen  bitternesse,  nat 
wrooth  agayns  the  man,  but  wrooth 
with  the  mysdede  of  the  man,  as  seith 
the  prophete  Dauid,  'Israscimini  & 
nolite  peccare.' 

(i)  NOw  vnderstondeth  that  wikked 
ire  is  in  two  maneres;  that  is  to 
seyn:  sodeyn  ire  or  hastif  ire,  with- 
outen  auisement  and  consentynge  of 
resoim.  (2)  The  menyng  and  the  sens 
of  this  is,  that  the  reso2m  of  man  ne 
consente  nat  to  thilke  sodeyn  ire;  and. 
thanne  it  is  venial.  (3)  ^[Another 




~  (I  543-553] 

ire  is  ful  wikked;  that  comth  of 
felonie  of  herte,  auysed  and  cast 
biforn  with  wikked  wil  to  do  venge 
ance,  and  therto  his  reso«n  consenteth; 
and  soothly,  this  is  deedly  synne. 

(4)  *[This  ire  is  so  displesant  to  God, 
that  it  troubleth  his  hous,  and  chaseth 
the  Hooly  (roost  out  of  mannes  soule, 

(5)  and    wasteth    and    destroyeth    the  05 
liknesse   of   God — that   is   to  seyn :  the 
vertu    that    is    in    mannes    soule — and 
put  in  hym  the  liknesse  of  the  deuel, 
and  bynymeth  the  man  fro  God,  that 

is  his  rightful  .Lord.  (6)  This  ire  is 
a  ful  greet  plesaunce  to  the  deuel, 
for  it  is  the  deueles  fourneys,  that 
is  eschawfed  with  the  fir  of  helle. 
(7)  ffor  certes,  right  so  as  fir  is  moore 
mighty  to  destroyen  erthely  thynges 
than  any  oother  element,  right  so  ire 
is  myghty  to  destroyen  alle  spiritueel 
thynges.  (8)  *[Looke  how  that  fir  of 
smale  gleedes,  that  been  almoost  dede 
vnder  asshen,  wollen  quike  agayn  whan 
they  been  touched  with  brymstoon; 
(9)  right  so  ire  wol  eueremo  quyken 
agayn  whan  it  is  touched  by  the  pride 
that  is  couered  in  mannes  herte.  (o)  ffor  10 
certes,  fir  ne  may  nat  comen  out  of 
no-thyng,  but  if  it  were  first  in  the 
same  thyng  natureelly,  as  fir  is  drawen 
out  of  flyntes  with  steel,  (i)  And  right 
so  as  pride  is  ofte  tyme  matere  of 
ire,  right  so  is  rancour  norice  and 
keper  of  ire.  (2)  Ther  is  a  maner  ,tree, 
as  seith  sein£  Ysidre,  that,  whan 
men  maken  fir[e]  of  thilke  tree,  and 
couere  the  coles  of  it  with  asshen, 
soothly,  the  fir  of  it  wol  lasten  al  a 
yeer  or  moore.  (3)  And  right  so  fareth 
it  of  rancour;  whan  it  is  ones  con- 
ceyued  in  the  hertes  of  some  men, 
certein,  it  wol  lasten  perauenture  from 
oon  Estre  day  vnto  another  Estre  day, 
and  moore.  (4)  But  certes,  thilke  man 
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is    ful    fer    fro    the    mercy    of    God 

thilke    while. 


25.  The  Persouns  Tale. 
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15  *[In  this  forseyde  deueles  four- 
neys,  ther  forgen  IIJ.  shrewes: 
Pride,  that  ay  bloweth  and  encrees- 
seth  the  fir  by  chidynge  and  wik- 
ked  wordes.  (6)  •[  Thanne  stant  Enuye, 
and  holdeth  the  hoote  iren  vpon  the 
herte  of  man  with  a  peire  of  longe 
toonges  of  long  rancour.  (7)  ^[And 
thanne  stant  the  synne  of  C'ontumelie 
or  strif  and  cheeste,  and  batereth 
and  forgeth  by  vileyns  repreuynges. 
(8)  ^[Certes,  this  cursed  synne  anoy- 
eth  bothe  to  the  man  hym-self  and 
eek  to  his  neighebor[e].  (9)  *Tffor 
soothly,  almoost  al  the  harm  that  any 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebor[e]  comth 

20  of  wratthe.  (o)  /for  certes,  outrageous 
wratthe  dooth  al  that  euere  the  deuel 
hym  comaundeth;  for  he  ne  spareth 
neither  Crist,  ne  his  svveete  mooder. 

(1)  And  in  his   outrageous  anger  and 
ire  —  alias,  alias  I  ful  many  oon  at  that 
tyme  feeleth  in  his  herte  ful  wikkedly, 
bothe  of  Crist  and  of  alle  hise  halwes! 

(2)  ^[Is   nat   this   a   cursed  vice?    Yis, 
certes.    Alias!   it   bynymeth  from  man 
his    wit,    and    his    resoun,    and   al    his 
debonaire    lif    espiritueel,    that    sholde 
kepen  his  soule.   (3)  *[Certes,  it  bynym 
eth    eek    Goddes    due    lordshipe,    and 
that  is  mannes  soule,  and  the  loue  of 
hise   neighebores.     (4)    It    stryueth   eek 
alday    agayn    trouthe.     It    reueth    hym 
the  quiete  of  his  herte,  and  subuerteth 
his    soule. 

25  Of  ire  comen  thise  stynkynge 
engendrures:  •fffirst  hate,  that  is 
oold  wratthe;  discord,  thurgh  which  a 
man  forsaketh  his  olde  freend  that  he 
hath  loued  ful  longe.  (6)  *[And  thanne 
cometh  werre  and  euery  manere  of 
wrong  that  man  dooth  to  his  neighe- 
bor[e],  in  body  or  in  catel.  (7)  Of  this 
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cursed  synne  of  ire  cometh  eek  man 
si  aught  re.  (8)  And  vnderstond[e]  we 
that  homycide — that  is  mansiaughtre— 
is  in  diuerse  wise:  ^[som  manere  o 
homycide  in  spiritueel,  and  som  i: 
bodily.  (9)  •"Spiritueel  manslaught 
re  is  in  VI.  thynges:  *jffirst  ty 
hate,  as  seint  lohn  seith,  'He  tha 
hateth  his  brother  is  homycide. 

(0)  *[J/omycide  is  eek  by  bakbitynge 
of  whiche  bakbiteres   seith  Salomon 
that     'they     han     two     swerdes     witl 
whiche  they  sleen  hir(e)   neighebores. 

(1)  ffor  soothly,  as  wikke  is  to  bynymi 
his  good  name  as  his  lyf.   (2)  *[Homy 
cide  is  eek  in  yeuynge  of  wikket 
conseil    by    fraude,    as    for    to    yeuei 
conseil   to  areysen   wrongful   custume: 
and  taillages;  (3)   of  whiche  seith  Sa 
lomon,     ^['Leon     rorynge     and     &en 
hongry   been   like    to    the    crueel   lord 
shipe,'  in  withholdynge  or  abreggyngi 
of  the  shepe — or  the  hyre — ,or  of  th< 
wages  of  seruawntz,  or  elles  in  vsures 
or  in  withdrawynge  of  the  ulmesse  o 
poure   folk.     (4)    ffor    which    the   wis< 
man  seith,  •pffedeth  hym  that  almoos 
dyeth  for  honger;'  (5)  for  soothly,  bu 
if  thow  feede   hym,   thow  sleest  hym 
and    alle    thise    been    deedly     synnes 
(6)   BOdily  mansiaughtre   is,   whai 
thow    sleest    him    with    thy    tonge    ii 
oother  manere,  as  whan  thou  comand 
est  to  sleen  a  man,  or  elles  yeuest  hyn 
conseil  to  sleen  a  man. 

(7)  Mansiaughtre  in  dede  is  ii 
IHJ.  maneres.  ^[That  oon  is  b> 
la  we,  right  as  a  Justice  dampneth  hyn 
that  is  coupable  to  the  deeth.  (8)  J^u 
lat  the  Justice  be  war  that  he  do  i 
rightfully,  and  that  he  do  it  nat  foi 
delit  to  spille  blood,  but  for  kepyng( 
of  rightwisenesse.  (9)  ^[Another  ho 
mycide  is,  that  is  doon  for  neces 
sitee,  as  whan  a  man  sleeth  anothei 
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in  his  defendaunt,  and  Lat  he  ne  may 
noon  ootherwise  escape  from  his  owene 

40  deeth.  (o)  J5ut  certeinly,  if  he  may 
escape  with-outen  manslaughtre  of  his 
aduersarie,  and  sleeth  hym,  he  dooth 
synne,  and  he  shal  here  penance  as 
for  deedly  synne.  *[Eek  if  a  man, 
by  caas  or  auenture,  shete  an  arwe, 
or  caste  a  stoon  with  which  he  sleeth 
a  man,  he  is  homycide.  (2)  *[Eek  if 
a  woman  by  necligence  ouerlyeth 
hir  child  in  hir  slepyng,  it  is  homy 
cide  and  deedly  synne.  (3)  Eek  whan 
a  man  destourbeth  concepciown 
of  a  child,  and  maketh  a  womman 
outher  bareyne  by  drynkynge  venen- 
ouse  herbes,  thurgh  which  she  may 
nat  conceyue;  (4)  or  sleeth  a  child 
by  drynkes  wilfully,  or  elles  putteth 
certeine  material  thynges  in  hir(e)  se- 

45  cree  places  to  slee  the  child;  (5)  or 
elles  dooth  vnkyndely  synne,  by  which 
man  or  womman  shedeth  hir  nature 
in  manere  or  in  place  ther-as  a  child 
may  nat  be  concerned;  (6)  or  elles 
if  a  woman  haue  conceyued,  and  hurt 
hir-.s-eZ/,  and  sleeth  the  child:  yet  it 
is  homycide.  (7)  *[What  seye  we  eek 
of  wommen  that  mordren  hir 
children  for  drede  of  worldly 
shame?  Certes,  an  horrible  homicide! 
(8)  ^[Homycide  is  eek  if  a  man 
approcheth  to  a  womman  by  desir 
of  lecherie,  thurj  which  the  child 
is  perissed,  or  elles  smyteth  a  wom 
man  wityngly,  thurgh  which  she  leseth 
hir  child.  (9)  Alle  thise  been  homy- 
cides  and  horrible  deedly  synnes. 

50  Yet  comen  ther  of  ire  manye  mo 
synnes,  as  wel  in  word  as  in  thoght 
and  in  dede;  (i)  as  he  that  arretteth 
vpon  God,  or  blameth  God  of  thyng 
of  which  he  is  hym-self  gilty;  or 
despiseth  God  and  alle  hise  halwes, 
as  doon  thise  cursede  hasardours  in 
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diuerse  contrees.  (2)  This  cursed  synne 
doon  they  whan  they  feelen  in  hir 
hertes  ful  wikkedly  of  God  and  of 
hise  halwes.  (3)  ^[^.Iso  whan  they 
treten  vnreuerently  the  sacra 
ment  of  the  auter,  thilke  synne  is 
so  greet,  that  vnnethe  may  it  been 
releessed,  but  that  the  mercy  of  God 
passeth  alle  hise  werkes;  it  is  so  greet, 
and  he  so  benigne. 

(4)  Thanne  comth  of  ire  attry 
angre;  whan  a  man  is  sharply  amon- 
ested  in  his  shrifte  to  forleten  his 
synne,  (5)  thanne  wol[e]  he  be  angry,  55 
and  answeren  hokerly  and  angrily,  and 
deffenden  or  excusen  his  synne  by 
vnstedefastnesse  of  his  flessh;  (6)  or 
elles  he  dide  it  for  to  holde  com- 
paignye  with  hise  felawes;  or  elles, 
he  seith,  the  fend  enticed  hym,  or 
elles  he  dide  it  for  his  youthe;  (7)  or 
elles  his  conplecciown  is  so  corageous, 
that  he  may  nat  forbere;  or  elles  it 
is  his  destinee,  as  he  seith,  vnto  a 
certein  age;  or  elles,  he  seith,  it 
cometh  hym  of  gentillesse  of  hise 
auncestres,  and  semblable  thynges. 
(8)  ^[Alle  this  manere  of  folk  so  wrap- 
pen  hem  in  hir  synnes,  that  they  ne 
wol  nat  deliuere  hem-self.  (9)  ffor 
soothly,  no  wight  that  excuseth  hym 
wilfully  of  his  synne  may  nat  been 
deliuered  of  his  synne,  til  that  he 
mekely  biknoweth  his  synne. 

(o)  After  this  thanne  cometh  swer-  60 
yng,  that  is  expres  agayn  the  comman- 
dement  of  God;  and  this  bifalleth  ofte 
of  anger  and  of  ire.  (i)  God  seith, 
'Thow  shalt  nat  take  the  name  of  thy 
.Lord  God  in  veyn  or  in  ydel.'  (2)  Also 
oure  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist  seith  by  the 
word  of  seint  Mathewf):  'Ne  wol 
ye  nat  swere  in  alle  manere,  neither 
by  heuene,  for  it  is  Goddes  trone; 
ne  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the  bench  of  his 
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feet;  ne  by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is  the 
citee  of  a  greet  kyng;  ne  by  thyn 
heed,  for  thou  mayst  nat  make  an 
heer  whit  ne  blak.  (3)  .But  seyeth  by 
youre  word:  "ye,  ye,"  and  "nay,  nay," 
and  what  that  is  moore,  it  is  of  yuel,' 
seith  Crist.  (4)  ffor  Cristes  sake  ne 
swereth  nat  so  synfully,  in  dismem- 
brynge  of  Crist  by  soule,  herte,  bones, 

65  and  body.  (5)  ^[ffor  certes,  it  semeth 
that  ye  thynke  that  the  cursede  lewes 
ne  dismembred  nat  ynough  the  pre- 
ciouse  persone  of  Crist,  but  ye  dis- 
membre  hym  moore.  (6)  *[And  if  so 
be  that  the  lawe  compelle  yow  to 
swere,  thanne  rule  yow  after  the  lawe 
of  God  in  youre  sweryng,  as  seith  lere- 
mye  4°.  c°. :  (7)  •f'Thou  shalt  kepe 
.IIJ.  condicions:  thou  shalt  swere 
in  trouthe,  in  doom,  and  in  right- 
wisnesse.'f)  This  is  to  seyn:  thou 
shalt  swere  sooth,  for  euery  lesynge  is 
agayns  Crist,  ffor  Crist  is  verray 
trouthe.  (8)  And  thynke  wel  this,  that 
euery  greet  swerere,  nat  compelled 
lawefully  to  swere,  the  wounde  shal  nat 
departe  from  his  hous,  whil  he  vseth 
swich  vnleueful  sweryng.  (9)  Thou 
shalt  sweren  eek  in  doom,  whan  thou 
art  constreyned  by  thy  domesman  to 

70  witnessen  the  trouthe.  (o)  ^[Eek  thow 
shalt  nat  swere  for  enuye,  ne  for 
fauour,  ne  for  meede,  but  for 
right wisnesse,  and  for  declaracio-wn 
of  it  to  theworship(e)  of  God  and  helpyngi 
of  thyne  euene-cristene.  (i)  And  ther- 
fore  euery  man  that  taketh  Goddes 
name  in  ydel,  or  falsly  swereth  with  his 
mouth;  (2)  or  elles  taketh  on  hym 
the  name  of  Crist  to  be  called  a 
cristene  man,  and  lyueth  agayns  Cristes 
lyuynge  and  his  techynge,  alle  they 
taken  Goddes  name  in  ydel.  (3)  ^[  Looke 


!  597-&HJ 

eek  what  seint  Peter  seith,  Actuum  4°. : 
Non    est   aliud   nomen  sub  celo  &c. 

(4)  'Ther  nys  noon  oother  name,'  seith 
seint  Peter,  'vnder  heuene  yeuen  to  men 
in  which  they  mowe  be  saued' — that  is 
to  seyn:  but  the  name  of  Ihesu  Crist. 

(5)  «'Tak[e]   kecp[e]   eek  how  that  the  7 
name   of   Crist  so  precious  is,  as  seith 
seint  Paul  ad  Philipenses.    2°.   'In 
nomine  Ihesu  &C.':  «[that  in  the  name 
of  Ihesu  euery  knee  of  heuenely  crea 
tures,  or  erthely,  or  of  helle  sholde[n] 
bowe.     (6)   /for   it   is   so  heigh  and   so 
worshipful,    that   the    cursede   feend   in 
helle     sholde     tremblen    to    heeren    it 
ynempned.    (7)  *[[Thanne  semeth  it  that 
men  jaat    sweren    so  horriblely   by   his 
blessed    name,    that   they    despise   hym 
moore  booldely  than  dide  the  cursede 
lewes,    or   elles    the    deuel,    that   trem- 
bleth  whan  he  heereth  his  name. 

(8)  ^[NOw  certes,  sith  that  sweryng, 
but  if  it  be  lawefully  doon,  is  so- 
heighly  deffended,  muche  worse  is 
forsweryng  falsly,  and  yet  nedelees. 
(9)  *[What  seye  we  eek  of  hem  that 
deliten  hem  in  sweryng,  and  holden 
it  a  jgentrie  or  a  manly  dede  to  swere 
grete  othes?  (o)  And  what  of  hem  ( 
that  of  verray  vsage  ne  cesse  nat  to 
swere  grete  othes,  al  be  the  cause 
nat  worth  a  straw  ?  C'ertes,  it  is  horrible 
synne.  (i)  ^Swerynge  sodeynly  with- 
oute  auysement  is  eek  a  synne. 

(2)  But  lat  vs  go  now  to  thilke  hor 
rible  sweryng  of  odiuracioz^n  and 
coniuraciotm,  (3)  as  doon  thise  false 
enchantours  or  mgromanciens  in  bacyns 
ful  of  water,  or  in  a  bright  swerd,  in 
a  cercle,  or  in  a  fir,  or  in  a  shulder- 
boon  of  a  sheep.  (4)  I  kan  nat  seye 
but  that  they  doon  cursedly  and  dam- 
nablely  agayns  Crist  and  al  the  feith 
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85  of  hooly  chirche.  (5)  ^[What  seye  we 
of  hem,  that  bileeuen  in  diuyn- 
ailes,  as  by  flight  or  by  noyse  of 
briddes,  or  of  beestes,  or  by  sort,  by 
#eomancye,  by  dremes,  by  chirkynge 
of  dores,  or  crakynge  of  houses,  by 
gnawynge  of  rattes,  and  swich  manere 
wrecchednesse.  (6)  Certes,  al  this  thyng 
is  deffended  by  God  and  by  al  hooly 
chirche,  ffor  which  they  been  acursed, 
til  they  come  to  amendement  that 
on  swich  filthe  setten  hir  bileeue. 
(7)  ^[Charmes  for  woundes  or  ma- 
ladie  of  men,  or  of  beestes,  if  they 
taken  any  effect,  it  be  perauenture  that 
God  suffreth  it;  for  folk  sholden  yeue 
the  moore  feith  and  reuerence  to  his 
name. 

(8)  NOw  wol  I  speken  of  lesynges, 
which  generally  is  fals  signyficaciown 
of  word,  in  entente  to  deceyuen  his 
euene-cristene.  (9)  ^[Som[e]  lesynge  is 
of  which  ther  comth  noon  auantage 
to  no  wight;  and  som  lesynge  turneth 
to  the  ese  and  profit  of  o  man,  and 
to  disese  and  damage  of  another  man. 

90  (o)  *[[  Another  lesynge  is  for  to  sauen 
his  lyf  or  his  catel.  (i)  Another  lesynge 
comth  of  delit  for  to  lye,  in  which 
delit  they  wol  forge  a  long  tale,  and 
peynten  it  with  alle  circumstaunces, 
where  al  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  fals. 
(2)  Som  lesynge  comth,  for  he  wol[e] 
sustene  his  word;  ^[and  som  lesynge 
comth  of  reccheleesnesse  with-outen 
auisement,  and  semblable  thynges. 

(3)  iat  vs  now  touche  the  vice  of 
flaterynge,  which  ne  comth  nat 
gladly,  but  for  drede,  or  for  coueitise. 
(4)  ^fflaterye  is  generally  wrongful 
preisynge;  ^[fflatereres  been  the 
deueles  nor  ices,  that  norissen  hise 

95  children  with  milk  of  losengerie.  (5)  ffor 
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sothe,  Salomon  seith  that  'flaterie  is 
wors  than  detraccion;'  for  som-tyme 
detraccion  maketh  an  hauteyn  man  be 
the  moore  humble,  for  he  dredeth  de 
traccion;  (6)  but  certes,  flaterye  [that] 
maketh  a  man  to  enhauncen  his  herte 
and  his  contenawnce.  (7)  ^ffflatereres 
been  the  deueles  enchauntours; 
for  they  make  a  man  to  wene  of  hym- 
self  be  lyk  that  he  nys  nat  lyk.  (8)  They 
been  lyk  to  ludas  that  bitraysew  a  man 
to  sellen  hym  to  his[e]  enemy,  that  is 
to  the  deuel.  (9)  ^f fflatereres  been 
the  deueles  chapelleyns,  that 
syngen  euere  'Placebo.'  (o)  ^[1  rekene  00 
flaterie  in  the  vices  of  *re;  for  ofte 
tyme,  if  o  (man  be  wrooth  with  another, 
thanne  wol[e]  he  flatere  som  wight 
to  sustene  hym  in  his  querele. 

(i)  Speke  we  now  of  swich  curs- 
ynge  as  comth  of  irous  herte. 
(2)  ^[Malisown  generally  may  be  seyd 
euery  maner  power  of  harm;  swich 
cursynge  bireueth  man  fro  the  regne 
of  God,  as  seith  seint  Paul.  (3)  And 
ofte  tyme  swich  cursynge  wrongfully 
retorneth  agayn  to  hym  J)at  curseth, 
as  a  bryd  that  retorneth  agayn  to  his 
owene  nest.  (4)  ^[And  ouer  alle  thyng 
men  oghten  eschewe  to  cursen  hir(e) 
children,  and  yeuen  to  the  deuel  hir 
engendrure,  as  ferforth  as  in  hem  is; 
certes,  it  is  greet  peril  and  greet  synne. 

(5)  Lat  vs  thanne  speken  of  chid-  05 
ynge  and  reproche,  whiche  been 
ful  grete  woundes  in  mannes  herte; 
for  they  vnsowen  the  semes  of  freend- 
shipe  in  mannes  herte.  (6)  ^[ffor  certes, 
vnnethes  may  a  man  pleynly  been  ac 
corded  with  hym  that  hath  hym  openly 
reuyled  and  repreued  in  disclaundre. 
(7)  ^[This  is  a  ful  grisly  synne,  as 
Crist  seith  in  the  gospel.  (8)  ^[And 
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taak  keep[e]  now  that  he  J>at  repreueth 
his  neighebor,  outher  he  repreueth  hym 
by  som  harm  of  peyne  that  he  hath  on 
his  body,  as  'wesel,'  'croked  harlot,'  or 
by  som  synne  that  he  dooth.  (9)  ^[  Now, 
if  he  repreue  hym  by  harm  of  peyne, 
thanne  turneth  the  repreue  to  Ihesu 
Crist;  for  peyne  is  sent  by  the  rightwys 
sonde  of  (rod,  and  by  his  suffrance, 
be  it  meselrie,  or  ?waheym,  or  maladie. 

10  (o)  ^[And  if  he  repreue  hym  vncharit- 
ably  of  synne,  as  'thou  dronkelewe 
harlot,'  and  so  forth,  thanne  aperteneth 
that  to  the  reioysynge  of  the  deuel, 
that  euere  hath  ioye  that  men  doon 
synne.  (i)  *[[And  certes,  chidynge  may 
nat  come  but  out  of  a  vileyns  herte; 
^[ffor  after  the  habundance  of  the  herte 
speketh  the  mouth  ful  ofte.  (2)  ^[And 
ye  shul  vnderstonde  that,  looke  by  any 
wey,  whan  any  man  shal  chastise  an 
other,  that  he  be  war  from  chidynge 
and  repreuynge.  (3)  ffor  trewely,  but 
he  be  war,  he  may  ful  lightly  quyken 
the  fir  of  angre  and  of  wratthe,  which 
J)at  he  sholde  quenche,  and  per-auen- 
ture  sleeth  hym  which  that  he  myghte 
chastise  with  benignitee.  (4)  ffor,  as 
seith  Salomon,  ^['The  amyable  tonge 
is  the  tree  of  lyf,'  that  is  to  seyn:  of 

15  lyf  espiritueel;  (5)  and  soothly,  a 
deslauee  tonge  sleeth  the  spirites  of 
hym  that  repreueth,  and  eek  of  hym 
that  is  repreued.  (6)  ^Lool  what  seith 
seint  Augustyn?  'Ther  is  no-thyng 
so  lyk  the  deueles  child,  as  he  that 
ofte  chideth.'  (7)  ^f Seint  Paul  seith 
eek,  'A  seruant  of  God  bihoueth  nat  to 
chide.'  (8)  ^[And  how  J>at  chidynge 
be  a  vileyns  thyng  bitwixe  alle  manere 
folk,  yet  is  it  certes  moost  vncouenable 
bitwixe  a  man  and  his  wyf;  for  there 
is  neuere  reste;  (9)  and  therfore  seith 
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Salomon,  'An  hous  that  is  vncouered 
and  droppynge  and  a  chidynge  wyf 
been  lyke.'  (o)  ^i  A  man  that  is  in  a  2C 
droppynge  hous  in  manye  places, 
though  he  eschewe  the  droppynge  in 
o  place,  it  droppeth  on  hym  in  an 
other  place,  (i)  ^[So  fareth  it  by  a 
chydynge  wyf;  but  she  chide  hym  in 
o  place,  she  wol  chide  hym  in  anoj)er. 
(2)  ^[And  therfore  'bettre  is  a  morsel 
of  breed  with  ioye  than  an  hous  ful 
of  delices  with  chidynge,'  seith  Sa 
lomon.  (3)  ^[Seint  Paul  seith:  ^['O 
ye  wommen!  be  ye  subgetes  to  youre 
housbondes,  and  ye  men,  loueth  youre 
wyues.'  Ad  Colossenses.  3°. 

(4)  Afterward  speke  we  of  scorn- 
ynge,  which  is  a  wikked  synne,  and 
namely  whan  he  scorneth  a  man  for 
hise  goode  werkes.  (5)  ffor  certes,  25 
swiche  scorneres  faren  lyk  the  foule 
tode,  that  may  nat  endure  to  smelle 
the  soote  sauour  of  the  vyne  whanne 
it  florissheth.  {6)  ^[Thise  scorneres 
been  partyng  felawes  with  the  deuel; 
for  they  han  ioye  whan  the  deuel 
wynneth,  and  sorwe  whan  he  leseth. 
(7)  They  been  aduersaries  of  Ihesu 
Crist;  for  they  haten  that  he  loueth, 
that  is  to  seyn:  saluaciown  of  soule. 

(8)  Speke  we  now  of  wikked  con- 
seil,  for  he  J>at  wikked  conseil  yeueth 
is  a  traytour.  (9)  He  deceyueth  hym 
{>at  tnisteth  in  hym:  Vt  Achitofel  ad 
Absolonem;  &ut  nathelees  yet  is  his 
wikked  conseil  first  agayn  hym-self. 

(0)  ffor,  as  seith  the  wise  man,  'euery  3C 
fals  lyuynge  hath  his  propertee  in  hym- 
self,  that  he  |>at  wol[e]  anoye  another 
man,      he      anoyeth      first      hym-self.' 

(1)  «j[And   men   shul   vnderstonde   that 
man    shal    nat    taken    his    conseil 
of  fals  folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  greu- 
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ous  folk,  ne  of  folk  that  louen  spe 
cially  to  muchel  hir  owene  profit,  ne 
to  muche  worldly  folk,  namely  in  con- 
seilynge  of  soules. 

(2)  NOw  comth  the  synne  of  hem 
that  sowen  and  makeii  discord 
amonges  folk,  which  is  a  synne  that 
Crist  hateth  outrely;  and  no  wonder 
is;  *[for  he  deyde  for  to  make  con 
cord.  (3)  And  moore  shame  do  they 
to  Crist  than  dide  they  that  hym 
crucifiede;  for  God  loueth  bettre  that 
freendshipe  be  amonges  folk  than  he 
dide  his  owene  body,  the  which  that 
he  yaf  for  vnitee.  (4)  Therfore  been 
they  likned  to  the  deuel,  that  euere 
been  aboute  to  maken  discord. 

(5)  NOw  comth  the  synne  of 
double  tonge,  swiche  as  speken  faire 
byforn  folk,  and  wikkedly  bihynde; 
(6)  or  elles  they  maken  semblant  as 
though  they  speeke  of  good  enten- 
ciown,  or  elles  in  game  and  pley,  and 
yet  they  speke  of  wikked  entente. 

(7)  NOw  comth  biwreying  of  con- 
seil,  thurgh  which  a  man  is  defamed; 
certes,    vnnethe    may    he    restoore    the 
damage. 

(8)  NOw    comth    wanace,    that    is 
an   open  folye;    for   he   that   ofte   ma- 
naceth,    he    threteth    moore    than    he 
may  perfourne  ful   ofte   tyme. 

(9)  NOw  cometh  ydei  wordes;  that 
is  with-outen  profit  of  hym  that  speketh 
tho    wordes,    and    eek    of    hym     that 

40  herkneth  tho  wordes.  (o)  ^[Or  elles 
ydel  wordes  been  tho  that  been  ne- 
delees,  or  withouten  entente  of  na- 
tureel  profit,  (i)  And  al  be  it  that 
ydel  wordes  been  som-tyme  venial 
synne,  yet  sholde  men  douten  hem; 
for  we  shul  yeue  rekenynge  of  hem 
bifore  God. 

(2)  NOw  comth  aanglynge,  that 
may  nat  been  with-oute  synne, 
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as  seith  Salomon,  'it  is  a  sygne  of 
apert  folye.'  (3)  And  therfore  a  Philo- 
sophre  seyde,  whan  men  axed  hym 
how  that  men  sholde  plese  the  peple, 
and  he  answerde,  'Do  manye  goode 
werkes,  and  spek  fewe  Wangles.' 

(4)  After  this  comth  the  synne  of 
tape  res;  that  been  the  deueles  apes; 
(5)  for  they  maken  folk  to  laughe  at  45 
hir  aaperie,  as  folk  doon  at  the  gawd- 
es  of  an  ape.  Swiche  iap[er]es  def- 
fendeth  seint  Paul.  (6)  ^[Looke  how 
that  vertuouse  wordes  and  hooly  woord- 
es  conforten  hem  that  trauaillen  in 
the  sendee  of  Crist;  (7)  right  so  con 
forten  the  vileyns  wordes  and  knakkes 
of  a'aperis  hem  that  trauaillen  in  the 
seruice  of  the  deuel.  (8)  ^[Thise  been 
the  synnes  that  comen  of  the  tonge, 
that  comen  of  ire  and  of  othere  syn 
nes  mo. 


^Sequitur  remedium  contra  peccatum 
Ire. 

(9)  The  remedie  agayns  Ire  is  a 
vertu  that  men  clepen  Mansuetude,  that 
is  debonairetee,  and  eek  another 
vertu  pat  men  callen  pacience  or  suf- 
france. 

^[Debonairetee  withdraweth  and  re-  50 
freyneth  the  stirynges  and  the  moeu- 
ynges  of  mannes  corage  in  his  herte 
in  swich  manere,  that  they  ne  skippe 
nat  out  by  angre  ne  by  ire.  (i)  ^[Suf- 
f ranee  suffreth  swetely  alle  the  anoy- 
aunces  and  JDC  wronges  bat  men  doon 
to  man  outward.  (2)  ^[Seint  lerome 
seith  thus  of  debonairetee:  that  'it 
dooth  no  harm  to  no  wight,  ne  seith; 
ne  for  noon  harm  that  men  doon  or 
seyn  he  ne  eschawfeth  nat  agayns  his 
resown.'  (3)  ^[This  vertu  som-tyme 
comth  of  nature;  for,  as  seith  the 
Philosophre,  'A  man  is  a  quyk  thyng 
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by  nature,  debonaire  and  tretable  to 
goodnesse;  but  whan  debonairetee  is 
enformed  of  grace,  thanne  is  it  the 
moore  worth.' 

(4)  ^[Pacience,  that  is  another  re- 
medie  agayns  ire;  it  is  a  vertu  that 
suffreth  swetely  euery  marines  good 
nesse,  and  is  nat  wrooth  for  noon 

55  harm  that  is  doon  to  hym.  (5)  ^[The 
philosophre  seith  that  'pacience  is 
thilke  vertu  that  suffreth  debonairely 
alle  the  outrages  of  aduersitee  and 
euery  wikked  word.'  (6)  ^[This  vertu 
maketh  a  taian  lyk  to  God,  and  maketh 
hym  Goddes  owene  deere  child,  as 
seith  Crist.  (7)  This  vertu  discon- 
fiteth  thyn  enemy,  ^fand  therfore  seith 
the  wise  man,  'If  thow  wolt  ven- 
quysse  thyn  enemy,  lerne  to  suffre.' 
(8)  And  thou  shalt  vnderstonde  that 
man  suffreth  HIJ.  manere  of  greu- 
aunces  in  outward  thynges,  agayns 
the  whiche  inj.  he  rnoot  haue  HIJ.  ma 
nere  of  paciences. 

(9)  ^[The  firste  greuance  is  of 
wikkede  wordes;  thilke  suffrede  Ihesu 
Crist  with-outen  grucchyng  ful  pa 
ciently,  whan  the  lewes  despised  and 

60  repreued  hym  ful  ofte.  (o)  *[[$uffre 
thou  therfore  paciently;  for  the  wise 
man  seith,  'If  thou  stryue  with  a 
fool,  though  the  fool  be  wrooth,  or 
though  he  laughe,  algate  thou  shalt 
haue  no  reste.'  (i)  ^[[That  oother 
greuance  outward  is  to  haue  damage 
of  thy  catel.  (2)  ^[Ther  agayns  suffred 
Crist  ful  paciently,  whan  he  was  de- 
spoyled  of  al  that  he  hadde  in  this  lyf, 
and  that  nas  but  hise  clothes.  (3)  ^f  The 
thridde  greuance  is  a  man  to  haue 
harm  in  his  body.  ^[That  suffred  Crist 
ful  paciently  in  al  his  passiotm. 
(4)  ^[The  fourthe  greuance  is  in 

65  outrageous  labour  in  werkes.   (5)  Wher- 
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fore  I  seye  that  folk  that  maken  hir 
seruantz  to  trauaillen  to  greuously  or 
out  of  tyme,  as  on  haly  dayes,  soothly, 
they  do  greet  synne.  (6)  Heer  agayns 
suffred  Crist  ful  paciently,  and  taughte 
vs  pacience,  whan  he  baar  vp-on  his 
blissed  shulder  the  croys  vp-on  which 
he  sholde  suffren  despitous  deeth. 
(7)  ^[Heere  may  men  lerne  to  be  pa- 
cient;  for  certes,  noght  oonly  cristen 
men  been  pacient  for  loue  of  Ihesu 
Crist  and  for  gerdown  of  the  blisful 
lyf  that  is  perdurable;  (8)  but  certes, 
the  olde  payens,  that  neuere  were 
cristene,  commendeden  and  vseden  the 
vertu  of  pacience. 

(9)  A  Philosophref)  vp-on  a  tyme, 
that  wolde  haue  beten  his  disciple  for 
his  grete  trespas,  for  which  he  was 
greetly  amoeued,  [and]  brogh'te  a  yerde 
to  scoure  with  the  child.  (o)  ^4nd 
whan  this  child  saugh  the  yerde,  he 
seyde  to  his  maister,  'What  thenke 
ye  do?'  'I  wol  bete  thee,'  quod  the 
maister,  'for  thy  correcciown.'  (i)^f'ffor 
sothe,'  quod  the  child,  'ye  oghten  first 
correcte  youre-self,  that  han  lost  al 
youre  pacience  for  the  gilt  of  a  child.' 
(2)  ^jf'ffor  sothe,'  quod  the  maister, 
al  wepynge,  'thow  seyst  sooth!  Haue 
thow  the  yerde,  my  deere  sone,  and 
correcte  me  for  myn  inpacience.' 

(3)  Of  pacience  comth  obedi 
ence,  thurgh  which  a  man  is  obedient 
to  Crist,  and  to  alle  hem  to  whiche 
he  oghte  to  been  obedient  in  Crist. 
(4)  ^[And  vnderstond  wel  that  obedi 
ence  is  perfit  whan  that  a  man  dooth 
gladly  and  hastily,  with  good  herte 
entierly,  al  that  he  sholde  do.  (5)^[O- 
bedience  generally  is  to  perfourne  the 
doctrine  of  God  and  of  his  souereyns, 
to  whiche  hym  oghte  to  ben  obeisaunt 
in  alle  rightwisnesse. 
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^Sequitur  de  Accidia. 
(6)  After  the  synne  of  enuye  and  of 
ire,  now  wol  I  speken  of  the  synne 
of  Accidie;  for  enuye  blyndeth  the 
herte  of  man,  and  ire  troubleth  a 
man,  and  accidie  maketh  hym  heuy, 
thoghtful,  and  wrawful.  (7)  Enuye  and 
ire  maken  bitternesse  in  herte,  which 
bitternesse  is  mooder  of  accidie,  and 
bynymeth  hym  the  loue  of  alle  good- 
nesse.  (8)  Thanne  is  accidie  the  an- 
gwissh  of  troubled  herte;  and  seint 
Augustyn  seith,  'It  is  anoy  of  good- 
nesse  and  ioye  of  harm.'  (9)  ^[Certes, 
this  is  a  dampnable  synne;  for  it  dooth 
wrong  to  Ihesu  Crist,  in  as  muclie  as 
it  bynymeth  the  seruice  that  men  oghte 
doon  to  Crist  with  alle  diligence,  as 
80  seith  Salomon,  (o)  .But  accidie  dooth 
no  swich  diligence.  He  dooth  alle 
thyng  with  anoy,  and  with  wrawnesse, 
slaknesse,  and  excusaciown,  and  with 
ydelnesse,  and  vnlust;  (i)  ffor  which 
the  book  seith,  'Acursed  be  he  that 
dooth  the  seruice  of  God  necligently.' 

(2)  ^[  Thanne     is     accidie     enemy     to 
euerich  estaat  of  man;  for  certes,  the 
estaat  of  man  is  in   IIJ.   maneres: 

(3)  ^[Outher  it  is  thestaat  of  inno 
cence,  as  was  thestaat  of  Adam  biforn 
that  he  fil  into  synne,  in  which  estaat 
he  was  holden   to  wirche,   as  in  heri- 
ynge  and  adowrynge  of  God.    (4)  ^[An 
other    estaat    is    thestaat    of    synful 
men,  in  which  estaat  men  been  holden 
to    laboure    in    preiynge    to    God    for 
amendement  of  hir(e)  synnes,  and  that 
he  wol[e]   graunte  hem  to  arysen  out 

85  of  hir  synnes.  (5)  *[  Another  estaat  is 
thestaat  of  grace,  in  wjiich  estaat  he 
is  holden  to  werkes  of  penitence;  and 
certes,  to  alle  thise  thynges  is  accidie 
enemy  and  contrarie;  ffor  he  loueth  no 
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bisynesse  at  al.  (6)  •[[Now  certes,  this 
foule  synne  accidie  is  eek  a  ful  greet 
enemy  to  the  liflode  of  the  body. 

(7)  /for  it  ne  hath  no  purueaunce  agayn 
temporeel  necessitee;  for  it  forsleweth, 
and    forsluggeth,    and    destroyeth    alle 
goodes  temporeles  by   reccheleesnesse. 

(8)  The  fourthe  thyng  is,  that  accidie 
is    lyk    to    hem    that    been    in    the 
peyne  of  helle  by  cause  of  hir  slouthe 
and    of   hir    heuynesse.     (9)    /for    they 
that   been   dampned   been   so    bounde, 
that  they  ne   may  neither  wel  do,   ne 
wel    thynke.     (o)    ^[Of    accidie    comth  90 
first    that    a    man    is    anoyed    and   en- 
combred   for  to   doon  any   gooolnesse, 
and  maketh  that  God  hath  abhomyna- 
cion    of    swich    accidie,    as    seith    seint 
lohn. 

(i)  NOw  comth  slouthe,  that  wol 
nat  suffre  noon  hardnesse  ne  no  pen- 
aunce.  (2)  ffor  soothly,  slouthe  is  so 
tendre  and  so  delicaat,  as  seith  Sa 
lomon,  that  he  wol  nat  suffre  noon 
hardnesse  ne  penaunce,  and  therfore  he 
shendeth  al  that  he  dooth.  (3)^[Agayns 
this  roten-herted  synne  of  accidie 
and  slouthe  sholde  men  exercise  hem- 
self  to  doon  goode  werkes,  and  manly 
and  vertuously  cacchen  corage  wel  to 
doon,  (4)  thynkynge  that  oure  .Lord 
Ihesu  Crist  quiteth  euery  good  dede, 
be  it  neuer  so  lite.  (5)  Fsage  of  labour  95 
is  a  greet  thyng,  for  it  maketh,  as 
seith  seint  Bernard,  the  laborer  to 
haue  stronge  armes  and  harde  synwes, 
and  slouthe  maketh  hem  feble  and 
tendre.  (6)  Thanne  comth  drede  to 
bigynne  to  werke  anye  goode 
werkes;  for  certes,  he  that  is  enclyned 
to  synne,  hym  thynketh  it  is  so  greet 
an  emprise  for  to  vndertake  to  doon 
werkes  of  goodnesse,  (7)  and  casteth 
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in  his  herte  that  the  circumstawnces 
of  goodnesse  been  so  greuouse  and  so 
chargeawnt  for  to  suffre,  that  he  dar 
nat  vndertake  to  do  werkes  of  good 
nesse,  as  seith  seint  Gregorie. 

(8)  NOw  comth  wanhope;  that  is 
despeir  of  the  mercy  of  God,  J>at  comth 
somtyme  of  to  muche  outrageous 
sorwe,  and  somtyme  of  to  muche 
drede;  (9)  ymaginynge  that  he  hath 
doon  so  muche  synne,  that  it  wol  nat 
auaillen  hym,  though  he  wolde  re- 
penten  hym  and  forsake  synne; 
00  (o)  thurgh  which  despeir  or  drede  he 
abaundoneth  al  his  herte  to  euery 
maner  synne,  as  seith  seint  Au- 
gustin.  (i)  Which  dampnable  synne, 
if  that  it  continue  vn-to  his  ende,  it 
is  cleped  'synnyng  in  the  Hooly  Goost.' 

(2)  ^[This  horrible  synne  is  so  perilous, 
that  he  JDat   is   despeired,  ther  nys  no 
felonye,   ne  no   synne  that  he  douteth 
for  -to  do,   as  sheweth  wel   by   ludas. 

(3)  *[[  Certes,  abouen  alle  synnes  thanne 
is  this  synne  moost  displesant  to  Crist 
and    moost   aduersarie.     (4)    *[Soothly, 
he    that    despeireth    hym    is    lyke    the 
coward  champiown  recreant,   that  seith 
'recreant1    withoute   nede.     Alias,    alias! 
nedelees    is    he    recreant    and    nedelees 

05  despeired.  (5)  Certes,  the  mercy  of 
God  is  euere  redy  to  euery  penitent, 
and  is  abouen  alle  hise  werkes. 
(6)  If  Alias!  kan  a  man  nat  bithynke 
hym  on  the  gospel  of  seint  Luc.  15, 
wher-as  Crist  seith  that  (7)  'as  wel 
shal  ther  be  a'oye  in  heuene  vpon  a 
synful  man  that  dooth  penitence  than 
vp-on  90.  and  [iJ9  rightful  men  that 
neden  no  penitence.'  (8)  Looke  forther 
in  the  same  gospel  the  ioye  and 
the  feeste  of  the  goode  man  that  hadde 
lost  his  sone,  whan  his  sone  with  re 
pentance  was  retourned  to  his  fader. 


[I  702-713] 

(9)  ^[Aran  they  nat  remembren  hem 
eek  that,  as  seith  seint  Luc.  23 f^  how 
that  the  theef  that  was  hanged  bisyde 
Ihesu  Crist  seyde,  "Lord,  remembre  of 
me  whan  thow  comest  in-to  thy  regne  ?" 

(0)  ^["ffor  sothe,"  seyde  Crist,  "I  seye 
to  thee,  to-day  shallow  been  with  me 
in  Paradys."    (i)  ^[Certes,  ther  is  noon 
so  horrible   synne   of  man,   that  it  ne 
may  in  his  lyf  be  destroyed  by  penit 
ence,  thurgh  vertu  of  the  passion  and 
of  the  deeth  of  Crist.    (2)  Alias!  what 
nedeth  man  thanne  to  been  despeired, 
sith  J)at  his  mercy  so  redy  is  and  large  ? 
Axe    and    hauel     (3)    Thanne    cometh 
Sompnolence,    that    is    sloggy    slom- 
brynge,  which  maketh  a  man  be  heuy 
and   dul   in   body   and   in   soule.    And 
this  synne  comth  of  slouthe.    (4)  And 
certes,  the  tyme  that  by  wey  of  resown 
men  sholde  nat   slepe,   that   is   by   the 
morwe,  but  if  ther  were  cause  resonable. 
(5)    ffor    soothly,    the    morwe-tyde     is 
moost    couenable   a    man    to    seye    his 
preyeres,  and  for  to  thynken  on  God, 
and  for  to  honoure  God,  and  to  yeuen, 
almesse  to  the  poure  that  first  cometh 
in   the   name    of    Crist.     (6)    Lo!    what 
seith  Salomon?    ^['Who-so  wolde  by 
the   morwe   awaken   and   seke   me,   he 
shal  fynde.'    (7)  Thanne  cometh  Necli- 
gence     or     reccheleesnesse,     that 
rekketh  of  no-thyng.    (8)  And  how  that 
ignorawnce    be    mooder    of   alle    harm, 
certes,      rcecligence      is      the      norice. 
(9)  ^[Necligence  ne  dooth  no  fors,  whan 
he  shal  doon  a  thyng,  wheither  he  do 
it    weel    or    baddely. 

Of  the  remediie  of  thise  two 
synnes,  as  seith  the  wise  man, 
that  'he  that  dredeth  God,  he  spareth 
nat  to  doon  that  him  oghte  doon.' 

(1)  And  he   that   loueth   God,   he   wol 
doon   diligence   to   plese    God   by  hise 
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werkes,  and  abaundone  hym-self,  with 
al  his  myght,  wel  for  to  doon. 
(2)  Thanne  comth  ydelnesse,  that  is 
the  yate  of  alle  harmes.  (3)  ^[An 
ydel  man  is  lyk  to  a  place  that  hath 
no  walles;  the  deueles  may  entre  on 
euery  syde,  and  sheten  at  hym  at 
discouert  by  temptacion  on  euery 
syde.  (4)  ^[This  ydelnesse  is  the  thur- 
rok  of  alle  wikked  and  vileyns  thoghtes, 
and  of  alle  wangles,  trufles,  and  alle 
ordure.  (5)  ^[Certes,  the  heuene  is 
yeuen  to  hem  that  wol  labouren,  and 
nat  to  ydel  folk.  (6)  ^[Eek  Dauid 
seith  that  'they  ne  been  nat  in  the 
labour  of  men,  ne  they  shul  nat  been 
whipped  with  men,'  that  is  to  seyn 
in  purgatorie.  (7)  Certes,  thanne  semeth 
it  they  shul  be  tormented  with  the 
deuel  in  helle,  but  if  they  doon  pe 
nitence. 

(8)  Thanne  comth  the  synne  that 
men  clepen  'Tarditas,'  as  whan  a 
man  is  to  laterede  or  tariynge,  er  he 
wole  turne  to  God,  and  certes,  that 
is  a  greet  folie.  (9)  He  is  lyk  to  hym 
that  falleth  in  the  dych,  and  wol  nat 
30  arise,  (o)  And  this  vice  comth  of  a 
fals  hope,  that  he  thynketh  that  he 
shal  lyue  longe;  but  that  hope  failej) 
ful  ofte. 

(i)  Thanne  comth  lachesse;  that 
is  he  that,  whan  he  biginneth  any 
good  werk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it, 
and  stynten,  (2)  as  doon  they  that 
han  any  wight  to  gouerne,  and  ne 
taken  of  hym  namoore  keep[e],  anon 
as  they  fynden  any  contrarie  or  any 
anoy.  (3)  *}Thise  been  the  newe 
sheepherdes,  that  leten  hir  sheep 
wityngly  go  renne  to  the  wolf,  that 
is  in  the  breres,  or  do  no  fors  of  hir 
owene  gouernawnce.  (4)  Of  this  comth 
pouerte  and  destrucciown,  bothe  of 
spiritueel  and  teniporeel  thynges. 


[I  723-73IJ 

(5)  Thanne  comth  a  manere  coold-  35 
nesse,  that  freseth  al  the  herte  of  a 
man.  (6)  Thanne  comth  vndeuo- 
cio^n,  thurgh  which  a  man  is  blent, 
as  seith  Seint  Bernard,  'and  hath 
swich  langour  in  soule,  that  he  may 
neither  rede,  ne  singe  in  hooly 
chirche;  (7)  ne  heere,  ne  thynke  of 
no  deuociown,  ne  trauaille  with  hise 
handes  in  no  good  werk,  that  it 
nys  hym  vnsauory  and  al  apalled. 
(8)  ^[Thanne  wexeth  he  slough  and 
slombry,  and  soone  wol  be  wrooth, 
and  soone  is  enclyned  to  hate  and  to 
enuye.'  (9)  Thanne  comth  the  synne 
of  worldly  sorwe,  sivich  as  is  cleped 
'tristicia,'  that  sleeth  man,  as  seint 
Paul  seith.  (o)  ffor  certes,  swich  sorwe  40 
werketh  to  the  deeth  of  the  soule  and 
of  the  body  also;  for  therof  comth 
hat  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his  owene 
lif.  (i)  Wherfore  swich  sorwe  shorteth 
ful  ofte  the  lif  of  man,  er  bat  >his  tyme 
be  come  by  wey  of  kynde. 

^Remedium  contra  peccatum  Accidie. 

(2)  Agayns  this  horrible  synne  of 
accidie  and  the  branches  of  the  same, 
ther  is  a  vertu  that  is  called  'for- 
titudo'  or  strengthe;  that  is  an  affec- 
cioun  thurgh  which  a  man  despiseth 
anoyouse  thynges.  (3)  *![This  vertu  is 
so  myghty  and  so  vigerous,  that  it 
dar  withstonde  myghtily,  and  wisely 
kepen  hym-self  fro  perils  that  been 
wikked,  and  wrastle  agayn  the  assautes 
of  the  deuel.  (4)  /for  it  enhaunceth 
and  enforceth  the  soule,  right  as  accidie 
abateth  it,  and  maketh  it  fieble;  ffor 
this  'fortitude'  may  endure  by  long 
suffrawnce  the  trauailles  that  been 
couenable. 

^[This    vertu    hath    manye     speces,  45 
and  the  firste  is  cleped  'magnanimitee,' 
that  is  to  seyn  'greet  corage.    (6)  /for 
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[I  731-739) 

certes,  ther  bihoueth  greet  corage 
agains  accidie,  lest  that  it  ne  swolwe 
the  soule  by  the  synne  of  sorwe,  or 
destroye  it  by  wanhope.  (7)  •[[This 
vertu  maketh  folk  to  vndertake  harde 
thynges  and  greuouse  thynges  by  hir 
owene  wil,  wisely  and  resonably. 
(8)  And  for  as  muchel  as  the  deuel 
fighteth  agayns  a  man  moore  by 
queyntise  and  by  sleighte  than  by 
strengthe,  therfore  men  shal  with- 
stonden  hym  by  wit,  and  by  resown, 
and  by  discretion.  (9)  Thanne  arn 
ther  the  vertues  of  ffeith  and  hope 
in  God  and  in  hise  seintes,  to  acheue 
and  acomplice  the  goode  werkes,  in 
the  whiche  he  purposeth  fermely  to 

50  continue,  (o)  Thanne  comth  seuretee 
or  sikernesse,  and  that  is,  whan!  a  man 
ne  douteth  no  trauaille  in  tyme  com- 
ynge  of  the  goode  werkes  that  a 
man  hath  bigonne.  (i)  Thanne  comth 
Magnificence,  that  is  to  seyn:  whan 
a  man  dooth  and  perfourneth  grete 
werkes  of  goodnesse;  (2)  and  that  is 
the  ende  why  that  men  sholde  do 
goode  werkes;  for  in  the  acomplis- 
synge  of  grete  goode  werkes  lith  the 
grete  gerdown.  (3)  Thanne  is  ther 
Constawnce,  that  is  stablenesse  of 
corage,  and  this  sholde  been  in  herte 
by  stedefast  feith,  and  in  mouth,  and 
in  berynge,  and  in  chiere,  and  in  dede. 
{4)  Eke  ther  been  mo  speciale  re 
medies  agayns  Accidie  in  diuerse 
werkes,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
peynes  of  helle,  and  of  the  ioyes  of 

55  heuene,  (5)  and  in  trust  of  the  grace 
of  the  .Holy  Goost,  that  wole  yeue 
hym  myght  to  perfourne  his  goode 
entente. 

^Sequitur  de   Auaricia. 
(6)    After    Accidie    wol    I  speke    of 


[I  739-749] 

Auarice  and  of  Coueitise,  of  which 
synne  seith  seint  Paule  that  'the 
roote  of  alle  harmes  is  coueitise.'  Ad 
Thimotheum  .6°.  (7)  ffor  soothly,  whan 
the  herte  of  a  man  is  confounded  in 
it-self  and  troubled,  and  that  the  soule 
hath  lost  the  confort  of  God,  thanne 
seketh  he  an  ydel  solas  of  worldly 
thynges. 

(8)  Auarice,  after  the  descripcion 
of  seint  Augustyn,  is  likerousnesse 
in  herte  to  haue  erthely  thynges. 
(9)  ^[Som  oother  folk  seyn  that  auarice 
is  for  to  purchacen  manye  erthely 
thynges,  and  no-thyng  yeue  to  hem 
that  han  nede.  (o)  ^f  And  vnderstoond  6C 
that  auarice  ne  stant  nat  oonly  in  lond 
ne  catel,  but  somtyme  in  science  and 
in  glorie,  and  in  euery  manere  of 
outrageous  thyng  is  auarice  and  coueit 
ise.  (i)  ^[And  the  difference  bi- 
twixe  auarice  and  coueitise  is  this: 
*[  Coueitise  is  for  to  coueite  swiche 
thynges  as  thou  hast  nat.  (2)  And 
auarice  is  for  to  withholde  and  kepe 
swiche  thynges  as  thou  hast  with-oute 
rightful  nede.  (3)  ^[$oothly,  this  auar 
ice  is  a  synrne  that  is  ful  dampnable; 
for  al  hooly  writ  curseth  it,  and 
speketh  agayns  that  vice;  (4)  for  it 
dooth  wrong  to  Ihesu  Crist,  for  it 
bireueth  hym  the  loue  that  men  to 
hym  owen,  and  turneth  it  bakward 
agayns  alle  resotm;  (5)  and  maketh  6! 
that  the  auaricious  man  hath  moore 
hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Ihesu  Crist, 
and  dooth  moore  obseruance  in  kep- 
ynge  of  his  tresor  than  he  dooth  to 
seruice  of  Ihesu  Crist.  (6)  And  ther 
fore  seith  seint  Paul  ad  Ephe- 
sios  5°.  that  .'an  auaricious  man  is  the 
thraldom  of  ydolatrie.' 

(7)  ^[What  difference  is  bitwixe 
an    ydolastre    and    an    auaricious 
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man,  but  that  an  ydolastre  per-auen- 
ture  ne  hath  but  o  wawmet  or  two,  and 
the  auaricious  man  hath  manye  ?  (8)  ffor 
certes,  euery  floryn  in  his  cofre  is  his 
ma'wmet.  (9)  And  certes,  the  synne  of 
wawmettrie  is  the  firste  thyng  that  God 
deffended  in  the  ten  comaundmentz, 

70  as  bereth  witnesse  Exodi  co.  20°: 
(o)  1['Thou  shalt  haue  no  false  goddes 
bifore  me,  ne  thou  shalt  make  to  thee 
no  graue  thyng.'  (i)  Thus  is  an  auari- 
cious  man  that  loueth  his  tresor  biforn 
God  an  ydolastre,  thurgh  this  cursed 
synne  of  auarice. 

(2)  Of  coueitise  comen  thise  hardc 
lordshipes,  thurgh  whiche  men  been 
distreyned  by  taylages,  custumes,  and 
cariages,  moore  than  hir  duetee  or  re- 
sown  is.  (3)  And  eek  they  taken  of 
hir(e)  bonde  men  amercimentz  whic/ie 
myghten  moore  resonably  ben  cleped 
extorcions  than  amercimentz.  (4)  if  Of 
whiche  amercimentz  and  raunsonynge 
of  bondemen  somme  lordes  stywardes 
seyn  that  it  is  rightful,  for  as  muche 
a$  a  cherl  hath  no  temporeel  thyng  that 

75  it  ne  is  his  lordes,  as  they  seyn.  (5)  But 
certes,  thise  lordshipes  doon  wrong  that 
bireuen  hir  bonde-folk  thynges  that 
they  neuere  yaue  hem.  August inus, 
de  civitate  libro  .9°.  (6)  •[[Sooth  is 
hat  the  condiciown  of  thraldom  and  the 
firste  cause  of  thraldom  is  for  synne. 
Genesis  9°. 

(7)  ^[Thus  may  ye  seen  that  the 
gilt  deserueth  thraldom,  but  nat  na 
ture.  (8)  Wherfore  thise  lordes  ne 
sholde  nat  muche  glorifien  hem  in 
hir  lordshipes,  sith  that  by  natureel 
condicion  they  been  nat  lordes  of 
thralles,  but  that  thraldom  comth  first 
by  the  desert  of  synne.  (9)  *[And 
forther-ouer,  ther-as  the  lawe  seith  that 


[I  758-767] 

temporeel  goodes  of  boonde-folk  been 
the  goodes  of  hir  lordshipes,  (o)  ye,  80 
that  is  for  to  vnderstonde:  the  goodes 
of  the  emperour  to  deffenden  hem  in 
hir  right,  but  nat  for  to  robben  hem 
ne  reuen  hem.  (i)  ^[And  therfore  seith 
Seneca,  *['Thy  prudence  sholde  lyue 
benignely  with  thy  thralles.'  (2)  Thilke 
that  thou  clepest  thy  thralles  been 
Goddes  peple;  for  humble  folk  been 
Cristes  freendes;  they  been  contubern- 
yal  with  the  lord. 

(3)  IfThenke  eek  that  of  swich  seed 
as  cherles  spryngew,  of  swich  seed 
spryngen  lordes.  (4)  As  wel  may  the 
cherl  be  saued  as  the  lord;  the  same 
deeth  hat  take])  the  cherl,  swich  deeth 
taketh  the  lord.  (5)  TFherfore  I  rede:  85 
do  right  so  with  thy  cherl  as  thou 
woldest  that  thy  lord  dide  with  thee, 
if  thou  were  in  his  plit.  (6)  .Euery 
s*ynful  man  is  a  cherl  to  synne;,  I 
rede  thee,  certes,  that  thou,  lord,  werke 
in  swiche  wise  with  thy  cherles,  that 
they  rather  loue  thee  than  drede. 
(7)  I  woot  wel  ther  is  degree  aboue 
degree,  as  reson  is,  and  skile  it  is 
that  men  do  hir  deuoir  ther-as  it  is 
due;  (8)  but  certes,  extorcions  and 
despit  of  youre  vnderlynges  is  damp- 
nable. 

(9)  *|[And  forther-ouer  vnderstoond 
wel  that  thise  conquerours  or  tirauntz 
maken  ful  ofte  thralles  of  hem  that 
been  born  of  as  roial  blood  as  been 
they  that  hem  conqueren.  (o)  *[This  90 
name  of  thraldom  was  neuere  erst 
kowth,  til  that  Noe  seyde  that  his 
sone  Canaan  sholde  be  thral  to  hise 
bretheren  for  his  synne.  (i)  What 
seye  we  thanne  of  hem  that  pilen 
and  doon  extorcions  in  hooly 
chirche?  (2)  «[  Certes,  the  swerd  that 
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deuouren  the  possessions  or  the  catel 
of  poure  folk  wrongfully,  with-outen 
mercy  or  mesure,  (4)  they  shul  re- 
ceyuen,  by  the  same  mesure  that 


[1 767-775] 

men  yeuen  first  to  a  knyght,  whan 
he  is  newe  dubbed,  signifieth  that  he 
sholde  deffenden  hooly  chirche,  and 
nat  robben  it  ne  pilen  it,  and  who-so 
dooth  is  traitour  to  Crist.  (3)  *[And,  j  they  han  mesured  to  poure  folk,  the 
as  seith  seint  Augustyn,  'they  been  i  mercy  of  Ihesu  Crist,  but  if  it  be 
the  deueles  wolues  that  stranglen  the  i  amended, 
sheep  of  Ihesu  Crist,  and  doon  worse 
than  wolues.'  (4)  ffor  soothly,  whan 
the  wolf  hath  ful  his  wombe,  he 
95  stynteth  to  strangle  sheep;  (5)  but 
soothly,  the  pilours  and  destroyours 
of  Goddes  hooly  chirche  ne  do  nat 
so;  for  they  ne  stynte  neuere  to  pile. 
(6)  NOw,  as  I  haue  seyd,  sith  so  is 
that  synne  was  first  cause  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thus:  that  thilke  tyme 
that  al  this  world  was  in  synne,  thanne 
was  al  this  world  in  thraldom  and 
subiecciown.  (7)  *f\But  certes,  sith  the 
time  of  grace  cam,  God  ordeyned  that 
som  folk  sholde  be  moore  heigh  in 


comth  deceit[e]  bitwixe  OJ 
warchawnt  and  warchant.  (6)  *T  And 
thow  shalt  vnderstonde  that  marchand- 
ise  is  in  ;manye  maneres ;  that  oon  is  bo 
dily,  and  that  oother  is  goostly ;  that  oon, 
is  honeste  and  leueful,  and  that  oother 
is  deshoneste  and  vnleueful.  (7)  Of 
thilke  bodily  marchandise  that  is 
leueful  and  honeste  is  this:  that 
there-as  God  hath  ordeyned  that  a 
regne  or  a  contree  is  suffisatmt  to  hym- 
self,  (8)  thann/e  is  it  honeste  and  leueful 
that  of  habundaunce  of  this  contree 
[that]  men  helpe  another  contree  that 
is  moore  nedy.  (9)  And  therfore  ther 


estaat  and  in  degree,  and  som  folk  j  moote  been  raarchantz  to  bryngen  fro 
moore  lough,  and  that  euerich  sholde  j  that  o  contree  to  that  oother  hir(e) 
be  serued  in  his  estaat.  (8)  And  ther-  !  marchandises.  (o)  ^[That  oother  march- 
fore  in  somme  contrees  ther  they  byen  I  andise,  that  men  haunten  with  fraude, 


thralles,    whan   they    han   turned    hem 
to  the  feith,  they  maken  hir(e)  thralles 


free  out  of  thraldom.    (9)  And  therfore,   |    dampnable. 


and  trecherie,   and   deceit[e],  with  les- 
ynges   and   false    othes,    is   cursed  and 


certes,  the  lord  oweth  to  his  man  that 
00  the  man  oweth  to  his  lord,  (o)  The 
pope  calleth  hym-self  seruant  of  the 
seruawntz  of  God;  (i)  but  for  as  muche 
as  the  estaat  of  hooly  chirche  ne 
myghte  nat  han  be,  ne  the  commune 
profit  myghte  nat  han  be  kept,  ne 
pees  and  reste  in  erthe,  but  if  God 
hadde  ordeyned  that  somme  men  hadde 
hyer  degree,  and  somme  men  lower: 
(2)  therfore  was  souereyntee  ordeyned 
to  kepe  and  mayntene  and  deffenden 
hir(e)  vnderlynges  or  hir(e)  subgetz  in 
resown,  as  ferforth  as  it  lith  in  hir 
power,  and  nat  to  destroyen  hem  ne 
confounde.  (3)  ^[Wherfore  I  seye  that 
thilke  lordes  that  been  lyk  wolues,  that 


(i)  Espiritueel  marchandise  is 
proprely  Symonye,  that  is,  ententif 
desir  to  byen  thyng  espiritueel,  that 
is:  thyng  that  aperteneth  to  the  seint- 
uarie  of  God  and  to  cure  of  the  soule. 

(2)  ^This  desir,   if  so  be  that  a  man 
do   his    diligence    to   parfournen   it,    al 
be  it  that  his  desir  ne  take  noon  effect, 
yet  it  is  to  hym  a  deedly  synne,  and 
if    he    be    ordred,     he    is     irreguleer. 

(3)  Certes,    Symonye    is    cleped    of 
Simon  Magus,  that  wolde  han  boght, 
for  temporeel  catel,  the  yifte  that  God 
hadde    yeuen   by    the   .Hooly   (roost   to 
seint  Peter  and  to  the  Apostles.  (4)  And 
therfore    vnderstoond    that    bothe     he 
that  selleth  and  he  that  beyeth  thynges 
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espirituels     been     cleped     Symonyals; 

(5)  be  it  by  catel,  be  it  by  procurynge, 
or  by  flesshly  preyere  of  hise  freendes — 
flesshly  freendes,  or  espiritueel  freendes. 

(6)  ^[flesshly   in   two   maneres:   as   by 
kynrede    or    othere    freendes;    soothly, 
if    they    praye    for    hym    that    is    nat 
worthy  and  able,  it  is  Symonye,  if  he 
take  he  benefice;  and  if  he  be  worthy 
and  able,   ther  nys   noon.    (7)   *[That 
oother  manere   is,   whan  a  man  or 
woman    preyen   for    folk    to    auauncen 
hem   oonly   for   wikked   flesshly   affec- 
ciown  that  they  han  vn-to  the  persone, 
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blisse     of 


of     lambes,     that     is     the 
heuene. 

(7)  NOw  comth  hasardrie  with 
hise  apurtenawnces,  as  tables  and 
rafles,  of  which  comth  deceit[e]  false 
othes,  chidynges,  and  alle  rauynes; 

(8)  blasphemynge    and    reneiynge     of 
God,    and    hate    of    hise    neighebores, 
wast     of    goodes,      mysspendynge     of 
tyme,      and      somtyme      manslaughtre. 

(9)  Certes,    hasardours    ne    mowe    nat 
been    with-outen    greet    synne.     (o)    Of  30 
auarice      comen      eek      lesynges, 
thefte,    fals    witnesse,    and    false 


and   that   is   foul   Symonye.    (8)   ^But   I    othes.    (i)   And   ye  shul   vnderstonde 


certes,  in  seruice  for  which  men  yeuen 
thynges  espirituels  vn-to  hir  seruantz, 
it  moot  been  vnderstonde  J>at  the  seru 
ice  moot  been  honeste,  and  elles  nat; 
(9)  and  eek  that  it  be  with-outen  bar- 
gaynynge,  and  that  the  persone  be 
20  able,  (o)  /for,  as  seith  SeintDamasie: 
*['Alle  the  synnes  of  the  world,  at 


that  thise  been  grete  synnes  and  expres 
agayn  the  comaundementz  of  God,  as 
I  haue  seyd.  (2)  ^[ffals  witnesse 
is  in  word  and  eek  in  dede;  ^[m  word, 
as  for  to  bireue  thy  neighebores  goode 
name  by  thy  fals  witnessyng,  or  bireuen 
hym  his  catel  or  his  heritage  by  thy 
fals  witnessyng;  (3)  whan  thou  for 


regard  of  this  synne,  arn  as  thyng  of   i    ire,  or  for  meede,  or  for  enuye  berest 


noght;  for  it  is  the  gretteste  synne 
that  may  be,  after  the  synne  of  Lu 
cifer  and  Antecrist.  (i)  /for  by  this 
synne  God  forleseth  the  chirche  and 
the  soule  that  he  boghte  with  his  pre 
cious  blood,  by  hem  J)at  yeuen  chirches 
to  hem  that  been  nat  digne;  (2)  for 
they  putten  in  theues  that  stelen  the 
soules  of  Ihesu  Crist,  and  destroyen 
his  patrimoyne.  (3)  J2y  swiche  vndigne 
preestes  and  curates  han  lewed  men 
the  lasse  reuerence  of  the  sacramentz 
of  hooly  chirche;  (4)  and  swiche 
yeueres  of  chirches  putten  out  the 
children  of  Crist,  and  putten  in-to  the 
chirche  the  deueles  owene  sone. 
25  (5)  They  sellen  the  soules  that  lambes 
sholde  kepen  to  the  wolf,  that 
strangleth  hem.  (6)  And  therfore  shul 
they  neuere  han  part  of  the  pasture 


fals  witnesse,  or  accusest  or  excusest 
hym  by  thy  fals  witnesse,  or  elles  ex 
cusest  thy-self  falsiy.  (4)  Ware  yow, 
questemongeres  and  notaries!  ^[Certes, 
for  fals  witnessyng  was  Susanna  in 
ful  gret  sorwe  and  peyne,  and  many 
another  mo.  (5)  ^[The  synne  of  35 
thefte  is  eek  expres  agayns  Goddes 
heeste,  and  in  two  maneres,  corporeel 
or  espiritueel.  (6)  Corporeel,  as  for  to 
take  thy  neighebores  catel  agayn  his 
wyl,  be  it  by  force  or  by  sleighte,  be 
it  by  met  or  by  mesure;  (7)  by  stel- 
yng  eek  of  false  enditementz  vpon  hym, 
and  in  borwynge  of  thy  neighebores 
catel,  in  entente  neuere  to  payen 
it  agayn,  and  semblable  thynges. 
(8)  Espiritueel  thefte  is  sacrilege, 
that  is  to  seyn:  hurtynge  of  hooly 
thynges,  or  of  thynges  sacred  to  Crist 
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in  two  maneres:  by  reson  of  the  hooly 
place,  as  chirches  or  chirche-hawes  ; 
(9)  for  which  euery  vileyns  synne  that 
men  doon  in  swiche  places  may  be 
cleped  sacrilege,  or  euery  violence  in 
0  the  semblable  places,  (o)  ^[Also  they 
that  withdrawen  falsly  the  rightes  that 
longen  to  hooly  chirche.  (i)  And 
pleynly  and  generally,  sacrilege  is  to 
reuen  hooly  thyng  fro  hooly  place,  or 
vnhooly  thyng  out  of  hooly  place,  or 
hooly  thyng  out  of  vnhooly  place. 

^f Releuacio*)  contra  peccatutn 

Auaricie. 

(2)  NOw  shul  ye  vnderstonde  that 
the  releeuynge  of  auarice  is  Miser  i- 
corde  and  pitee  largely  taken;  and 
men  myghten  axe  why  that  misericorde 
and  pitee  is  releeuynge  of  auarice? 
(3)  ^f  Certes,  the  auaricious  man 
sheweth  no  pitee  ne  misericorde  to  the 
nedeful  man;  (4)  for  he  deliteth  hym 
in  the  kepynge  of  his  tresor,  and  nat 
in  the  rescowynge  ne  releeuynge  of 
his  euene-cristene,  and  therfore  speke 
5  I  first  of  ?msericorde.  (5)  *[Thanne  is 
misericorde,  as  seith  the  Philo- 
sophre,  a  vertu  by  which  the  corage 
of  man  is  stired  by  the  mysese  of  hym 
that  is  mysesed.  (6)  Fpon  which  m\- 
sericorde  folweth  pitee  in  parfournynge 
of  charitable  werkes  of  wiisericorde. 
(7)  And  certes,  thise  thynges  moeuen 
a  man  to  wisericorde  of  Ihesu  Crist, 
that  he  yaf  hym-self  for  oure  gilt,  and 
suffred  deeth  for  wisericorde,  and  for- 
gaf  vs  oure  originale  synnes,  (8)  and 
therby  relessed  vs  fro  the  peynes  of 
helle,  and  amenused  the  peynes  of 
Purgatorie  by  penitence,  and  yeueth 
grace  wel  to  do,  and  atte  laste  the 
blisse  of  heuene.  (9)  The  speces  of 
wisericorde  been:  as  for  to  lene  and 
for  to  yeue,  and  to  foryeuen  and  re- 


190^9—19059 
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lesse,  and  for  to  han  pitee  in  herte, 
and  compassiown  of  the  meschief  of  his 
euene-cristene,  and  eek  to  chastise 
there-as  nede  is.  (o)  ^[Another  ma-  50 
nere  of  remedie  agayns  auarice  is 
resonable  largesse;  but  soothly,  heere 
bihoueth  the  consideracionn  of  the 
grace  of  Ihesu  Crist  and  of  hise  tem- 
poreel  goodes,  and  eek  of  the  goodes 
perdurables  that  Crist  yaf  to  vs; 
(i)  and  to  han  remembrance  of  the 
deeth  that  he  shal  receyue  —  he  noot 
whanne,  where,  ne  how  —  ,  and  eek 
that  he  shal  forgon  al  that  he  hath, 
saue  oonly  that  he  hath  despended 
in  goode  werkes. 

(2)  ^[But  for  as  muche  as  som  folk 
been  vnmesurable,  men  oughten  eschue 
fool-largesse,  that  men  clepen  wast. 
(3)  ^[Certes,  he  that  is  fool-large  ne 
yeueth  nat  his  catel,  but  he  leseth  his 
cat  el.  (4)  Soothly,  what  thyng  that 
he  yeueth  for  veyne-glorie,  as  to 
wynstrals  and  to  folk  for  to  beren 
his  renoun  in  the  world,  he  hath  synne 
ther-of,  and  noon  almesse.  (5)  Certes,  55 
he  leseth  foule  his  good  that  ne  seketh, 
with  the  yifte  of  his  good,  no-thyng 
but  synne.  (6)  He  is  lyk  to  an  hors 
that  seketh  rather  to  drynken  drouy 
or  trouble  water  than  for  to  drynken 
water  of  the  clere  welle.  (7)  And  for 
as  muchel  as  they  yeuen,  ther-as  they 
sholde  nat  yeuen,  to  hem  aperteneth 
thilke  malisown  that  Crist  shal  yeuen 
at  the  day  of  doome  to  hem  that 
shullen  been  dampned. 


de  guld. 

(8)  After  auarice  comth  Glotonye, 
which  is  expres  eek  agayn  the  coman- 
dement  of  God.  (9)  5[  Glotonye  is 
vnmesurable  oppetit  to  etc  or  to  drynke, 
or  elles  to  doon  ynogh  to  the  vn 
mesurable  oppetit  and  desordeynee  co- 
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60  ueitise  to  eten  or  to  drynke.  (o)  ^[This 
synne  corrumped  al  this  world,  as  is 
wel  shewed  in  the  synne  of  Adam 
and  Eue.  (i)  ^[Looke  eek  what  seith 
seint  Paul  of  #lotonye!  ^"'Manye,' 
seith  seint  Paul  'goon  of  whiche  I  haue 
ofte  seyd  to  yow,  and  now  I  seye  it 
wepynge,  that  been  the  enemys  of  the 
croys  of  Crist;  (2)  of  whiche  the  ende 
is  deeth,  and  of  whiche  hir  wombe 
is  hir  god,  and  hir  glorie  in  con- 
fusioun  of  hem  that  so  deuouren  erthely 
thynges.'  (3)  ^[He  that  is  vsawnt  to 
this  synne  of  ^lotonye,  he  ne  may  no 
synne  withstonde;  he  moot  been  in 
seruage  of  alle  vices,  for  it  is  the  deueles 
hoord  ther  he  hideth  hym  and  resteth. 
(4)  ^[This  synne  hath  manye 
speces.  ^[The  firste  is  dronkenesse; 
that  is  the  horrible  sepulture  of  mannes 
resown,  and  therfore,  whan  a  man 
is  dronken,  he  hath  lost  his  resown, 

65  and  this  is  deedly  synne.  (5)  ^[But 
soothly,  whan  that  a  man  is  nat  wont 
to  strong  drynke,  and  perauenture  ne 
knoweth  nat  the  strengthe  of  the 
drynke,  (6)  or  hath  feblesse  in  his 
heed,  or  hath  trauailed,  thurgh  which 
he  drynketh  the  moore,  al  be  he 
sodeynly  caught  with  drynke,  it  is  no 
deedly  synne,  but  venyal.  (7)  ^[The 
seconde  spece  of  ^lotonye  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  a  man  wexeth  al  trouble, 
for  dronkenesse  bireueth  hym  the 
discreckmn  of  his  wit.  (8)  *[[The 
thridde  spece  of  #lotonye  is,  whan 
a  man  deuoureth  his  mete,  and  hath 
no  rightful  manere  of  etynge.  (9)  ^[The 
four  the  is,  whan,  thurgh  the  grete 
habundaunce  of  his  mete,  the  humours 

70  in  his  body  been  destempred.  (o)^[The 
f  if  the  is  foryetelnesse  by  to  muchel 
drynkynge,  for  which  somtyme  a  man 
foryeteth  er  the  morwe  what  he  dide 
at  euen,  or  on  the  nyght  biforn. 
(i)  ^fln  oother  manere  been 


[I  828—836] 

distinct  the  speces  of  #lotonye, 
after  seint  Gregorie.  ^[The  firste 
is,  for  to  ete  biforn  tyme  to  ete; 
^fftie  seconde  is,  whan  a  man  get 
hym  to  delicaat  mete  or  drynke; 
(2)  ^[£he  thridde  is,  whan  men  taken 
to  muche  ouer  mesure;  ^[£he  fourthe 
is  curiositee  with  greet  entente  to 
maken  and  apparaillen  his  mete;  ^[/he 
fifthe  is,  for  to  eten  to  gredily.  (3)  Thise 
been  the  fyue  fyngres  of  the  deueles 
hand,  by  whiche  he  draweth  folk  to 
synne. 

^Remedium  contra  peccatum  Gale. 

(4)  Agayns  #lotonye  is  the  remedie 
Abstinence,  as  seith  Galien;  but  that 
holde  I  nat  meritorie,  if  he  do  it 
oonly  for  the  heele  of  his  body. 
(5)  /Seint  Augustyn  wol[e]  that  abs-  75 
tinence  be  doon  for  vertu  and  with 
pacience.  (6)  'Abstinence,'  he  seith, 
'is  litel  worth,  but  if  a  man  haue  good 
wil  ther-to,  and  but  it  be  enforced 
by  pacience  and  by  charitee,  and  that 
men  doon  it  for  Goddes  sake,  and  in 
hope  to  haue  the  blisse  of  heuene. 

(7)  ^[The  felawes  of  abstinence 
been:  attemperaunce,  that  holdeth 
the  meene  in  alle  thynges;  (8)  ^feek 
shame, that  eschueth  al[le](deshonestee; 
^[suff isance,  that  seketh  no  riche 
metes  ne  drynkes,  ne  dooth  no  fors 
of  to  outrageous  apparailynge  of  mete; 
(9)  If  we  sure  also,  that  restreyneth  by 
resown  the  deslauee  appetit  of  etynge; 
^[sobrenesse  also,  that  restreyneth 
the  outrage  of  drynke;  (o)  sparynge  80 
also,  that  restreyneth  the  delicaat  ese 
to  sitte  longe  at  his  mete  and  softely, 
wherfore  som  folk  stonden  of  hir 
owene  wyl  to  eten  at  the  lasse  leyser. 

^Sequitur  de  Luxuria. 
(i)    After    #lotonye     thanne     comth 
jLecherie;   for    thise   two  synnes    been 
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so  ny  cosyns,  that  ofte  tyme  they  wol 
nat  departe.  (2)  God  woot,  this  synne 
is  ful  displesazmt  thyng  to  God;  ffor 
he  seyde  hym-self,  'Do  no  lecherie,' 
and  therefore  he  putte  grete  peynes 
agayns  this  synne  in  the  olde  lawe : 

(3)  ^[If   womman-thral   were   taken    in 
this   synne,   she   sholde   be   beten  with 
staues   to   the    deeth.     (4)    And   if   she 
were  a  gentil-womman,   she  sholde  be 

5  slayn  with  stones.  (5)  And  if  she 
were  a  'bisshoppes  doghter,  she  sholde 
be  brent,  by  Goddes  comandement. 
(6)  ^[fforther-ouer,  by  the  synne  of 
lecherie  God  dreynte  al  the  world 
at  the  diluge.  (7)  And  after  that  he 
b rente  .V.  citees  with  thonder-leyt, 
and  sank  hem  in-to  helle. 

(8)  NOw  lat  vs  speke  thanne  of 
thilke  stynkynge  synne  of  lecherie  that 
men  clepe  Auowtrie  of  wedded  folk, 
that  is  to  seyn:  if  that  oon  of  hem 
be  wedded,  or  elles  bothe.  (9)  ^[  Seint 
lohn  seith  that  'auowtiers  shullen  been 
in  helle  in  a  stank  brehnynge  of  fyr 
and  ferymston  for  the  stynk  of  hir 

0  ordure,  (o)  Certes,  the  brekynge  of 
this  sacrement  is  an  horrible  thyng; 
it  was  maked  of  God  hym-self  in 
Paradys,  and  confermed  by  Ihesu  Crist, 
as  witnesseth  Mathew  (19°)  in  the 
gospel:  (i)  'A  man  shal  lete  fader 
and  mooder,  and  taken  hym  to  his 
wif,  and  they  shullen  be  two  in  o 
flessh.'  (2)  ^[This  sacrement  bitokneth 
the  knyttynge  togidre  of  Crist  and 
of  hooly  chirche.  (3)  And  nat  oonly 
that  God  forbad  auowtrie  in  dede,  but 
eek  he  comanded  that  thou  sholdest 
nat  coueite  thy  neighebores  wyf. 

(4)  T*In  tms   heeste,'   seith  seint  Au- 
gustyn,   'is  forboden  alle  manere  co- 

'5  ueitise  to  doon  lecherie.'  (5)  ^[  Lo, 
what  seith  seint  Mathew  (.V.°)  in  the 
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gospel !  That  'who-so  seeth  a  womman 
to  coueitise  of  his  lust,  he  hath  doon 
lecherie  with  hir(e)  in  his  herte.' 

(6)  Heere  may  ye  seen  that  nat  oonly 
the    dede    of   this    synne    is   forboden, 
but  eek  the  desir  to  doon  that  synne. 

(7)  This  cursed  synne  anoyeth  greuous- 
liche  hem  that  it  haunten,  ^[and  first 
to    hir    soule;    for    he    obligeth    it    to 
synne  and  to   peyne   of   deeth  that   is 
perdurable.    (8)  Vn-to  the  body  anoyeth 
it  .greuously  also;  for  it  dreyeth  hym, 
and  wasteth,  and  shent  hym;  and  of  his 
blood  he  maketh  sacrifice  to  the  feend 
of  helle;  it  wasteth  his  catel  and  sub- 
staimce.     (9)    And    certes,    if    it    be    a 
foul   thyng  a   man  to  waste   his   catel 
on  wommen,  yet  it  is  a  fouler  thyng, 
whan  that   for  swich  ordure   wommen 
dispenden    vp-on    men    hir    catel    and 
substawnce.    (o)  ^[This  synne,  as  seith  00 
the  prophete,  bireueth  man  and  wom 
man  hir  goode  fame  and  al  hir  honour, 
and    it   is    ful   plesawnt   to   the   deuel; 
for    therby    wynneth    he    the     mooste 
partie  of  this  world,    (i)  And  right  as 

a  warchant  deliteth  hym  moost  in  chaf- 
fare  that  he  hath  moost  auantage  of, 
right  so  deliteth  the  fend  in  this 
ordure. 

(2)  This  is  that  oother  hand  of  the 
deuel  with  .V.  fyngres  to  cacche 
the  peple  to  his  vileynye.  (3)  ^[The 
firste  fynger  is  the  fool  lookynge  of 
the  fool  womman  and  of  the  fool  man, 
(4)  that  sleeth,  right  as  the  6asilikok 
sleeth  folk  by  the  venym  of  his  sighte; 
for  the  coueitise  of  [ejyen  folweth  the 
coueitise  of  the  herte.  (5)  ^[The  se-  05 
conde  fynger  is  the  vileyns  touchynge 
in  wikked[e]  manere.  (6)  And  therfore 
seith  Salomon  £hat  'who-so  toucheth 
and  handleth  a  womman,  he  fareth  lyk 
hym  that  handleth  the  scorpiown,  J)at 
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styngeth  and  sodeynly  sleeth  thurgh: 
his  enuenymynge ;'  (7)  as  who-  so 
toucheth  warm  pych,  it  shent  hise 
fyngres.  (8)  The  thridde  is  foule 
wordes,  that  fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  right 
anon  brenneth  the  herte.  (9)  *[[The 
fourthe  fynger  is  the  kissynge,  and 
trewely,  he  were  a  greet  fool  that 
wolde  kisse  the  mouth  of  a  brennynge 
0  ouene  or  of  a  fourneys.  (o)  And  moore 
f ooles  been  they  that  kissen  in  vileynye ; 
for  that  mouth  is  the  mouth  of  helle. 

(1)  And  namely  thise  olde  dotardes 
holours,    yet   wol    they   kisse,   though 
they    may    nat    do,    and    smatre    hem. 

(2)  Certes,  they  been  lyk  to  houndes; 
for    an    hound,    whan    he    cometh    by 
the  roser  or  by  othere  lusshes,  though 
he  may  nat  pisse,  yet  wol[e]  he  heue 
vp  his  leg,   and  make   a   contenawnce 
to  pisse.    (3)  And  for  that  many  man 
weneth  that  he  may  nat  synne  for  no 
likerousnesse    that   he    dooth   with    his 
wyf,  certes  that  opinion  is  fals.  (4)  God 
woot,  a  man  may  sleen  hym-self  with 
his  owene  knyf,  and  make  hym-seluen 

5  dronken  of  his  owene  tonne.  (5)  Certes, 
be  it  wyf,  be  it  child,  or  any  worldly 
thyng  that  he  loueth  biforn  God,  it  is 
his  mawmet,  and  he  is  an  ydolastre. 
(6)  ^[Man  sholde  louen  his  wyf  by 
discreciown,  paciently  and  atemprely, 
and  thanne  is  she  as  though  it  were 
his  suster.  (7)  f  The  fifthe  fynger 
of  the  deueles  hand  is  the  stynkynge 
dede  of  leccherie.  (8)  Certes,  the 
.V.  fyngres  of  #lotonie  the  feend  put 
in  the  wombe  of  a  man,  and  with 
hise  .V.  fyngres  of  lecherie  he  gripeth 
hym  by  the  reynes  for  to  throwen 
hym  in-to  the  fourneys  of  helle ;  (9)  ther- 
as  they  shul  han  the  fyr  and  the 
wormes  that  euere  shul  lasten,  and 
wepynge  and  wailynge,  sharp  hunger 

0  and    thurst,    (o)     and     grymnesse     of 
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deueles,  that  shullen  al  to-trede  hem, 
with-outen  respit  and  with-outen  ende. 
(i)  f[0f  leccherie,  as  I  seyde, 
sourden  diuerse  speces,  ^[as  fforni- 
caciottn,  that  is  bitwixe  man  and  worn- 
man  that  been  nat  maried,  and  this 
is  deedly  synne  and  agayns  nature. 
(2)  Al  that  is  enemy  and  destrucciown 
to  nature  is  agayns  nature.  (3)  Parfay, 
the  resotm  of  a  man  telleth  eek  hym 
wel  that  it  is  deeolly  synne,  for  as 
muche  as  God  forbad  leccherie.  (4)  And 
seint  Paul  yeuej)  hem  the  regne  that 
nys  dewe  to  no  wight  but  to  hem 
that  doon  deedly  synne.  (5)  AN  other  25 
synne  of  leccherie  is  to  bireue 
a  mayden  of  hir  maydenhede;  for 
he  that  so  dooth,  certes,  he  casteth  a 
mayden  out  of  the  hyeste  degree  that 
is  in  this  present  lif,  and  bireue^  hir(e) 
thilke  precious  fruyt  that  the  book 
clepeth  'the  hundred  fruyt.'  (6)  I  ne 
kan  seye  it  noon  oother  weyes  in 
englissh,  but  in  latyn  it  highte  'Cen- 
tesimus  fructus.'  (7)  ^f  Certes,  he  that 
so  dooth  is  cause  of  manye  damages 
and  vileynyes,  mo  than  any  man  kan 
rekene;  (8)  right  as  he  som-tyme  is 
cause  of  alle  damages  that  beestes 
don  in  the  feeld,  that  breketh  the 
hegge  or  the  closure,  thurgh  which 
he  destroyeth  that  may  nat  been 
restoored.  (9)  *[ffor  certes,  namoore 
may  maydenhede  be  restoored  than  an 
arm  that  is  smyten  fro  the  body  may 
retourne  agayn  to  wexe.  (o)  She  may  30 
haue  mercy,  this  woot  I  wel,  if  she 
do  penitence;  but  neuere  shal  it  be 
that  she  nas  corrupt,  (i)  •[[And  al  be 
it  so  that  I  haue  spoken  somwhat  of 
auowtrie,  it  is  good  to  shewen  mo 
perils  that  longen  to  auowtrie,  for  to 
eschue  that  foule  synne.  (2)  Auowtrie 
in  latyn  is  for  to  seyn:  Approchynge 
of  oother  mannes  bed,  thurgh  which 
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tho   that     whilom    weren    o    fleesh    a- 

bawndone    hir    bodyes    to    othere    per- 

sones. 

(3)  If  Of  this  synne,  as  seith  the 
wise  man,  folwen  manye  harmes; 
^f first  brekynge  of  feith,  and  certes, 
in  feyth  is  the  keye  of  Cristendom; 
(4)  and  whan  that  feith  is  broken  and 
lorn,  soothly  Cristendom  stant  veyn 

35  and  with-outen  fruyt.  (5)  ^]  This  synne 
is  eek  a  thefte;  for  thefte  generally 
is  for  to  reue  a  wight  his  thyng  agayns 
his  wille.  (6)  ^[Certes,  this  is  the 
fouleste  thefte  that  may  be,  whan  a 
womman  steleth  hir  body  from  hir 
housbonde,  and  yeueth  it  to  hir[e] 
holour  to  defoulen  hir(e),  and  steleth 
hir  soule  fro  Crist,  and  yeueth  it  to 
the  deuel.  (7)  This  is  a  fouler  thefte 
than  for  to  breke  a  chirche,  and  stele 
the  chalice.  (8)  /for  thise  auowtiers 
breken  the  temple  of  God  spiritually, 
and  stelen  the  vessel  of  grace,  that  is 
the  body  and  the  soule;  for  which 
Crist  shal  destroyen  hem,  as  seith 
Seint  Paul.  (9)  ^| Soothly,  of  this 
thefte  douted  gretly  Joseph,  whan 
that  his  lordes  wyf  preyed  hym  of 

40  vileynye;  (o)  whan  he  seyde,  'Lo,  my 
lady!  how  my  lord  hath  take  to  me 
vnder  my  warde  al  that  he  hath  in 
this  world,  ne  no-thyng  of  hise  thynges 
is  out  of  my  power,  but  oonly  ye, 
that  been  his  wyf.  (i)  And  how  sholde 
I  thanne  do  this  wikkednesse  and  synne 
so  horrible??/  agayns  God  and  agayns 
my  lord?  God  it  forbeede!'  Alias! 
al  to  litel  is  swich  trouthe  now  y-founde ! 

(2)  ^[The   thridde    harm    is    the   filthe 
thurgh  which  they  breken  the  coman- 
dement    of    God,     and     defoulen     the 
auctour    of   matrimoyne,    J>at    is    Crist. 

(3)  ffor    certes,    in    so    muche    as    the 
sacrement  of  manage  is  so  noble  and 
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so  digne,  so  muche  is  it  gretter  synne 
for  to  breken  it.  (4)  /for  God  made 
mariage  in  Paradys,  in  the  estaat  of 
innocence,  to  multiplye  man-kynde  to 
the  seruice  of  God.  (5)  And  therfore  45 
is  the  brekynge  moore  greuous,  of 
which  brekynge  comen  false  heires 
ofte  tyme,  that  wrongfully  ocupien 
folkes  heritages.  (6)  And  therfore  wol 
Crist  putte  hem  out  of  the  regne  of 
heuene,  that  is  heritage  to  goode  folk. 
(7)  ^[Of  this  brekynge  comth  eek  ofte 
tyme  that  folk  vnwar  wedden  or  syn- 
nen  with  hir  owene  kynrede;  (8)  and 
namely  thilke  harlottes  that  haunten 
bordels  of  thise  foole  wommen,  that 
mowe  be  likned  to  a  commune  gonge, 
where-as  men  purgen  hir  ordure. 
(9)  IfWhat  seye  we  eek  of  putours 
j)at  lyuen  by  the  horrible  synne 
of  putrie,  and  constreyne  wommen 
to  yelden  to  hem  a  certeyn  rente  of 
hir  bodily  puterie,  (o)  ye,  somtyme  of  5C 
his  owene  wyf  or  child,  as  doon  thise 
bawdes?  Certes,  thise  been  cursede 
synnes. 

(i)  ^[Vnderstoond  eek  that  auowtrie 
is  set  gladly  in  the  ten  comandementz 
bitwixe  thefte  and  manslaughtre,  for 
it  is  the  gretteste  thefte  that  may  be; 
for  it  is  thefte  of  body  and  of  soule. 
(2)  And  it  is  lyk  to  homycide;  for  it 
kerueth  atwo,  and  breketh  atwo  hem 
that  first  were  maked  o  flessh,  and 
therfore,  by  the  olde  lawe  of  God, 
they  sholde  be  slayn.  (3)  J5ut  nathe- 
lees,  by  the  lawe  of  Ihesu  Crist,  that 
is  lawe  of  pitee,  whan  he  seyde  to 
the  womman  that  was  founden  in 
auowtrie,  and  sholde  han  been  slayn 
with  stones,  after  the  wyl  of  the  I  ewes, 
as  was  hir  lawe:  (4)  'Go',  quod  Ihesu 
Crist,  'and  haue  namoore  wyl  to 
synne,'  or:  wille  namoore  to  do  synne. 
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55  (5)  Soothly,  the  vengeawnce  of  auowtrie 
is  awarded  to  the  peynes  of  helle,  but 
if  so  be  that  it  be  destourbed  by 
penitence. 

(6)  Yet  been  ther  mo  speces  of  this 
cursed  synne,  as  whan  that  oon  of 
hem  is  religious,  or  elles  bothe,  or 
of  folk  that  been  entred  in-to 
ordre,  as  subdekne,  or  preest,  or 
hospitaliers ;  (7)  and  euere  the  hyer  that 
he  is  in  ordre,  the  gretter  is  the  synne. 
(8)  ^[The  thynges  that  gretly  agreggen 
hir  synne  is  the  brekynge  of  hir  auow 
of  chastitee,  whan  they  receyued  the 
ordre.  (9)  And  forther-ouer,  sooth  is 
that  hooly  ordre  is  chief  of  al  the 
tresorie  of  God,  and  his  especial  signe 
and  mark  of  chastitee,  to  shewe  that 
they  been  ioyned  to  chastitee,  which 
that  is  moost  precious  lyf  that  is. 

60  (o)  And  thise  ordred  folk  been  specially 
titled  to  God,  and  of  the  special 
meignee  of  God,  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  deedly  synne,  they  been  the 
special  traytours  of  God  and  of  his 
peple.  (i)  /for  they  lyuen  of  the  peple 
to  prayen  for  the  peple,  and  whil  thei 
be  suche  traitours,  her  prayours  availe 
nat  to  the  poeple.  (2)  Preestes  been 
aungeles,  as  by  the  dignitee  of  hir 
mysterye;  but  for  sothe  seint  Paul 
seith  that  'Sathanas  transformeth  hym 
in  an  aungel  of  light.'  (3)  Soothly, 
the  preest  that  haunteth  deedly  synne, 
he  may  be  likned  to  the  aungel  of 
derknesse  transformed  in  the  aungel 
of  light;  (4)  he  semeth  aungel  of  light,, 
but  for  sothe  he  is  aungel  of  derknesse. 

35  (5)  ^Swiche  preestes  been  the  sones 
of  Helie,  as  sheweth  in  the  book 
of  Kynges,  that  they  weren  the  sones 
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of  Belial,  that  is  the  deuel.  (6)  Belial 
is  to  seyn  'with-outen  luge,'  and  so 
faren  they;  hem  thynketh  they  been 
free,  and  han  no  z'uge,  namoore  than 
hath  a  free  bole  that  taketh  which 
cow  that  hym  liketh  in  the  town.  (7)  So 
faren  they  by  wommen;  ffor  right  as 
a  free  bole  is  ynough  for  al  a  toun, 
right  so  is  a  wikked  preest  corrup- 
ciown  ynough  for  al  a  parisshe,  or  for 
al  a  contree.  (8)  Thise  preestes,  as 
seith  the  book,  ne  konne  nat  the 
mysterie  of  preesthode  to  the  peple, 
ne  God  ne  knowe  they  nat.  (9)  They 
1  ne  holde  hem  nat  apayd,  as  seith  the 
j  book,  of  soden  flessh  that  was  to  hem 
|  offred,  but  they  tooke  by  force  the 
|  flessh  that  is  rawe.  (o)  *[[Certes,  so  70 
j  thise  shrewes  ne  holden  hem  nat 
I  apayed  of  roosted  flessh  and  sode 
flessh  with  which  the  peple  fedden 
hem  in  greet  reuerence,  but  they  wole 
haue  raw  flessh  of  folkes  wyues  and 
hir  doghtres.  (i)  And  certes,  thise 
wommen  that  consenten  to  hir  harlotrie 
doon  greet  wrong  to  Crist,  and  to 
hooly  chirche  and  alle  halwes,  and  to 
alle  soules;  (2)  for  they  bireuen  alle 
thise  hym  that  sholde  worshipe  Crist 
and  hooly  chirche,  and  preye  for 
cristene  soules.  (3)  And  therfore  han 
swiche  preestes,  and  hir(e)  lemmanes 
eek  that  consenten  to  hir  leccherie,  the 
malisoztn  of  al  the  court  cristiene,  til 
they  come  to  amendement. 

(4)  The  thridde  spece  of  auow 
trie  is  som-tyme  bitwixe  a  man  and 
his  wyf,  and  that  is,  whan  they  take 
no  reward  in  hir  assemblynge  but  oonly 
to  hir[e]  flesshly  delit,  as  seith  seint 
lerome;  (5)  and  ne  rekken  of  no-  75 
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thyng  but  that  they  been  assembled; 
by  cause  that  they  been  maried,  al 
is  good  ynough,  as  thynketh  to  hem. 
(6)  jBut  in  swich  folk  hath  the  deuel 
power,  as  seyde  the  aungel  Raphael 
to  Thobie;  for  in  hir  assemblynge 
they  putten  Ihesu  Crist  out  of  hir 
herte,  and  yeuen  hem-self  to  alle  ordure. 
(7)  The  fourthe  spece  is  the  as- 
semblee  of  hem  that  been  of  hir 
kynrede,  or  of  hem  that  been  of  oon, 
affynytee,  or  elles  with  hem  with 
whiche  hir  fadres  or  hir  kynrede  han 
deled  in  the  synne  of  lecherie.  (8)  This 
synne  maketh  hem  lyk  to  houndes, 
that  taken  no  keep[e]  to  kynrede. 
(9)  ^[And  certes,  parentele  is  in 
two  maneres,  outher  goostly,  or 
flesshly:  goostly,  or  for  to  deelen 

80  with  hise  godsibbes.  (o)  /for  right  so 
as  he  that  engendreth  a  child  is  his 
flesshly  fader,  right  so  is  his  god- 
fader  his  fader  espiritueel ;  (i)  for  which 
a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  synne 
assemblen  with  hir  godsib  than  with 
hir  owene  flesshly  brother. 

(2)  The  fifthe  spece  is  thilke  ab- 
homynable  synne  of  which  that  no 
man  vnnethe  oghte  speke  ne  write; 
nathelees  it  is  openly  reherced  in  holy 
writ.  (3)  This  cursednesse  doon  men 
and  wommen  in  diuerse  entente  and 
in  diuerse  manere;  but  though  that 
hooly  writ  spoke  of  horrible  synne, 
certes  hooly  writ  may  nat  been  de- 
fouled,  namoore  than  the  sonne  that 
shyneth  on  the  raixne. 

(4)  Another  synne  aperteneth  to 
leccherie  that  comj)  in  slepynge,  and 
this  synne  cometh  ofte  to  hem  that 
been  maydenes,  and  eek  to  hem  that 

85  been  corrupt.  (5)  ^Lnd  this  synne  men 
clepen  Polucioten,  that  comth  in 
IIIJ.  maneres :  (6)  Somtyme  of  langwis- 


synge  of  body,  for  the  humours  been 
to  ranke  and  habundaunt  in  the  body 
of  man;  (7)  «[  somtyme  of  infermetee, 
for  the  fieblesse  of  the  vertu  retentif, 
as  phisik  maketh  mencioim;  ^[som- 
tyme  for  surfeet  of  mete  and  drynke; 
(8)  *[and  somtyme  of  vileyns  thoghtes 
that  been  enclosed  in  mannes  mynde 
whan  he  gooth  to  slepe,  which  may 
nat  been  with-oute  synne;  (9)  for  which 
men  moste  kepen  hem  wisely,  or  elles 
may  men  synnen  ful  greuously. 

*lRemedium  contra  peccatum  luxurie. 

NOw  comth  the  remedie  agayns  90 
leccherie,  and  that  is  generally  Chasti- 
tee  and  Continence,  that  restreyneth 
alle  the  desordeynee  moeuynges  that 
comen  of  the  flesshly  talentes.  (i)And 
euere  the  gretter  merite  shal  he  han 
that  moost  restreyneth  the  wikkede 
eschawfynges  of  the  ordure  of  this 
synne;  (2)  and  this  is  in  two  ma 
neres;  that  is  to  seyn:  chastitee 
in  mariage,  and  chastitee  of 
widwehode.  (3)  NOw  shaltow  vnder- 
stonde  that  matrimoyne  is  leefful 
assemblynge  of  man  and  of  womman 
that  receyuen,  by  vertu  of  the  sa- 
crement,  the  boond  (4)  thurgh  which 
they  may  nat  be  departed  in  al  hir 
lyf,  that  is  to  seyn;  whil  that  they 
lyuen  bothe.  (5)  This,  as  seith  the  95 
book,  is  a  ful  greet  sacrament;  God 
maked  it,  as  I  haue  seyd,  in  Paradys, 
and  wolde  hym-self  be  born  in  ma 
riage.  (6)  And  for  to  halwen  mariage, 
he  was  at  a  weddynge,  where-as  he 
turned  water  in-to  wyn,  which  was 
the  firste  miracle  that  he  wroghte  in 
erthe  biforn  hise  disciples.  (7)  *([Trewe 
effect  of  mariage  clenseth  fornica- 
ciown,  and  replenysseth  hooly  chirche 
of  good  lynage.  (8)  /for  that  is  the 


19176.  seith  Ad.G.H.4  79.  eyther  Ad.Eg.H.*,  oi{)er  P.;  hise  E.G.,  her  Ad.,  etc. 
80.  spirituall  fader  Ad.Se.  83.  Slit.  f.  Ad.G.P.L.H.4  83.  mixnej  donge  hille  Ad.H.1 
85.  IIJ.  E.Ad.G.Eg.  (GL).  87.  for  (the)  infirmyte  Ad.Eg.Se.P.L.  89.  may]  mowe  Ad.Eg. 
90.  alle  d.  Ad.G. ;  moevyng  .  .  .  commeth  Ad.Se.  91.  enchawfyng  Ad.P.,  -es  Se.,  eschew- 
ynges  G.,  chaufynges  Eg.;  the  ordure  E.G.,  the  f.  Ad.,  etc.  92.  in  mariage  E.G.,  of  m. 
Ad.,  etc. 


19199— 


The  Persouns  Tale. 


403 


[I  920-927] 

ende  of  mariage,  and  it  chaungeth 
deedly  synne  in-to  venial  synne  bi- 
twixe  hem  that  been  y wedded.,  and 
maketh  the  hertes  al  oon  of  hem  that 
been  ywedded,  as  wel  as  the  bodies. 
(9)  This  is  verray  manage,  that  was 
establissed  by  God  er  that  synne  bigan, 
whan  natureel  lawe  was  in  his  right 

00  poynt  in  Paradys;  (o)  and  it  was  or- 
deyned  that  o  man  sholde  haue  but 
o  womman,  and  o  womman  but 
o  man,  as  seith  Seint  Augustyn, 
by  manye  resowns. 

(i)  *[f first,  for  manage  is  figured 
bitwixe  Crist  and  holy  chirche.  (2)  And 
that  oother  is,  for  a  man  is  heued 
of  a  womman,  algate  by  ordinaunce 
it  sholde  be  so.  (3)  ffor  if  a  wom 
man  hadde  mo  men  than  oon,  thanne 
sholde  she  haue  moo  heuedes  than 
oon,  and  that  were  an  horrible  thyng 
biforn  God;  (4)  and  eek  a  womman 
ne  myghte  nat  plese  to  many  folk 

05  at  oones.  (5)  And  also  ther  ne  sholde 
neuere  be  pees  ne  reste  amonges  hem, 
for  euerich  wolde  axen  his  owene 
thyng.  (6)  «[And  forther-ouer,  no  man 
ne  sholde  knowe  his  owene  engen- 
drure,  ne  who  sholde  haue  his  heri 
tage;  (7)  and  the  womman  sholde 
been  the  lasse  biloued  fro  the  tyme 
that  she  were  conioynt  to  many  men. 
(8)  NOw  comth  how  that  a  man 
sholde  bere  hym  with  his  wif, 
and  namely  in  two  thynges;  that  is 
to  seyn :  in  suffrazmce  and  reuerence, 
as  shewed  Crist,  whan  he  made  first 
womman.  (9)  ffor  he  ne  made  hir(e) 
nat  of  the  heued  of  Adam,  for  she 
sholde  nat  clayme  to  greet  lordshipe. 

10  (o)  /for  ther-as  the  womman  hath  the 
maistrie,  she  maketh  to  muche  desray; 
ther  neden  none  ensamples  of  this,  the 


[I  928-936] 
experience  of  day  by  day  oghte  suffise. 

(1)  *[Also   certes,    God   ne   made   nat 
womman  of  the  foot  of  Adam,  for  she 
ne    sholde    nat    been    holden    to   lowe; 
for     she    kan     nat     paciently     suffre. 

(2)  But    God    made    womman    of   the 
ryb  of  Adam,  for  womman  sholde  be 
felawe  vn-to  man.    (3)  Mafti  sholde  bere 
hym    to   his   wyf   in   feith,    in   trouthe, 
and  in  loue;   (4)  as  seith  seint  Paul 
that  'a  man   sholde  louen  his  wyf  as 
Crist   loued   hooly   chirche,   that   loued 
it    so   wel,    that   he    deyde   for   it':    so 
sholde  a  man  for  his  wy/,  if  it  were  nede. 

^[Now  how  that  a  womman  15 
sholde  be  subget  to  hir  hous- 
bonde,  that  telleth  seint  Peter:  ffirst 
in  obedience.  (6)  ^[And  eek,  as  seith 
the  decree :  a  womman  that  is  wyf,  as 
longe  as  she  is  a  wyf,  she  hath  noon 
auctoritee  to  swere,  ne  bere  witnesse 
with-oute  leue  of  hir  housbonde,  that 
is  hir  lord;  algate  he  sholde  be  so 
by  resown.  (7)  ^[She  sholde  eek 
seruen  hym  in  alle  honestee,  and  been 
attempree  of  hir  array.  (8)  I  woot 
wel  that  they  sholde  setten  hir  en 
tente  to  plesen  hir  housbondes,  but 
nat  by  hir  queyntise  of  array. 
(9)  ^j" Seint  lerome  seith  that  'wyues 
that  been  apparailled  in  silk  and  in 
precious  purpre  ne  mowe  nat  clothen 
hem  in  Ihesu  Crist.'  What  seith  seint 
lohn  eek  in  this  matere?  (o)  Seint  20 
Greg  or  ie  eek  seith  that  'no  wight 
seketh  precious  array  but  oonly  for 
veyne-glorie,  to  been  honoured  the 
moore  biforn  the  peple.'  (i)  It  is  a 
greet  folye  a  womman  to  haue  a  fair 
array  outward,  and  in  hir-self  foul  in 
ward.  (2)  *[A  wyf  sholde  eek  be 
mesurable  in  lookynge,  and  in 
berynge,  and  in  lawghynge,  and  dis- 
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creet  in  alle  hir(e)  wordes  and  hir(e) 
dedes.  (3)  And  abouen  alle  worldly 
thyng,  she  sholde  louen  hir  hous- 
bonde  with  al  hir  herte,  and  to  hym 
be  trewe  of  hir  body.  (4)  ^So  sholde 
an  housbonde  eek  be  to  his  wyf;  for 
sith  that  al  the  body  is  the  hous- 
bondes,  so  skolde  hir  herte  been,  or 
elles  ther  is  bitwixe  hem  two,  as  in 
that,  no  parfit  mariage. 

'5  Thanne  shal  men  vnderstonde  that 
for  thre  thynges  a  man  and  his 
wyf  flesshly  mowen  assemble. 
(6)  ^[The  firste  is  in  entente  of  engen- 
drure  of  children  to  the  seruice  of 
God;  ffor  certes,  that  is  the  cause 
final  of  matrimoyne.  (7)  ^[Another 
cause  is,  to  yelden  euerich  of  hem 
to  oother  the  dette  of  hir(e)  bodies; 
ffor  neither  of  hem  hath  power  ouer 
his  owene  body.  (8)  ^[The  thridde 
is  for  to  eschewe  leccherye  and  vi- 
leynye.  *[[The  ferthe  is  for  sothe  deedly 
synne.  (9)  As  to  the  firste,  it  is  meri- 
torie;  the  seconde  also,  for,  as  seith 
the  decree,  that  she  hath  merite  of 
chaslilee  J)at  yeldeth  to  hir  housbonde 
the  dette  of  hir  body,  ye,  though  it 
be  agayn  hir  likynge  and  the  lust 

0  of  hir  herte.  (o)  ^[The  thridde  ma- 
nere  is  venyal  synne,  and,  trewely, 
scarsly  may  ther  any  of  thise  be  with- 
oute  venial  synne,  for  the  corrupcion 
and  for  the  delit.  (i)  ^[The  fourthe 
manere  is  for  to  vnderstonde,  if  they 
assemble  oonly  for  amorous  loue,  and 
for  noon  of  the  foreseyde  causes,  but 
for  to  accomplice  thilke  brennynge 
delit — they  rekke  neuere  how  ofte — : 
soothly  it  is  deedly  synne;  (2)  and 
yet  with  sorwe  somme  folk  wol  peynen 
hem  moore  to  doon  than  to  hir  ap- 
petit  suffiseth. 


[I  944-953] 

(3)  The  seconde  maner>e  of  chast 
itee   is   for   to   been    a    clene   wyde- 
we,     and     eschue     the     embracynges 
of  man,   and   desiren   the   embracynge 
of    Ihesu    Crist.     (4)    Thise    been    tho 
J)at  han  been  wyues,  and  han  forgoon 
hir(e)    housbondes,    and    eek    wommen 
J)at  han  doon  leccherie,   and  been  re- 
leeued   by   penitence.     (5)    And   certes,  35 
if    J>at    a    wyf    koude    kepen    hir(e)    al 
chaast    by    licence    of    hir    housbonde, 

so  J>at  she  yeue  neuere  noon  occasion 
|)at  he  agilte,  it  were  to  hire  a  greet 
merite.  (6)  ^f  Thise  manere  wommen 
J)at  obseruen  chastitee  in  clothynge  and 
in  contena?mce,  &  been  abstinent  in 
etynge  and  drynkynge,  in  spekynge, 
and  in  dede,  (7)  they  been  the  vessel 
or  the  boyste  of  the  blissed  Magdelene, 
J)at  fulfilleth  hooly  chirche  of  good 
odour. 

(8)  The  thridde  manere  of  cha 
stitee  is  virginitee,  and  it  bihoueth 
J)at  she  be  hooly  in  herte,  and  clene 
of  body,  thanne  is  she  spouse  to  Ihesu 
Crist,  and  she  is  the  lyf  of  angeles. 
(9)  She  is  the  preisynge  of  this  world, 
and  she  is  as  thise  martirs  in  egali- 
tee;  she  hath  in  hir(e)  that  tonge 
may  nat  telle,  ne  herte  thynke.  40 
(o)  Virginitee  baar  oure  iord  Ihesu 
Crist,  and  virgine  was  hym-selue. 

(i)  Another  remedie  agayns 
leccherie  is  specially  to  withdrawen 
swiche  thynges  as  yeue  occasion  to 
thilke  vileynye,  as  ese,  etynge  and 
drynkynge;  (2)  for  certes,  whan  the 
pot  boyleth  strongly,  the  beste  re 
medie  is  to  withdrawe  the  fyr. 
(3)  ^[Slepynge  longe  in  greet  quiete 
is  eek  a  greet  norice  to  leccherie. 

(4)  ^[[Another    remedie    agayns 
leccherie  is,  })at  a  man  or  a  woman 
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eschue  the  compaignye  of  hem  by 
whiche  he  douteth  to  be  tempted. 
45  (5)  /for  al  be  it  so  J)at  the  dede  is 
withstonden,  yet  is  ther  greet  tempt- 
aciotm.  (6)  Soothly  a  whit  wal,  al 
though  it  ne  brenne  noght  fully  by 
stikynge  of  a  candele,  yet  is  the  wal 
blak  of  the  leyt.  (7)  ffful  ofte  tyme 
I  rede  J>at  no  man  truste  in  his  ovvene 
perfecciown,  but  he  be  stronger  than 
Sampson,  &  hoolier  than  Dauid,  & 
wiser  than  Salomon. 

(8)  ^[Now  after  hat  I  haue  declared 
yow,  as  I  kan,  the  seuene  deedly  syn- 
nes  and  somme  of  hir(e)  braunches 
and  hir(e)  remedies,  soothly,  if  I  koude, 
I  wQlde  telle  yow  the  ten  comande- 
mentz.  (9)  JBut  so  heigh  a  doctrine 
I  lete  to  diuines;  nathelees  I  hope 
to  God  they  been  touched  in  this 
tretice,  euerich  of  hem  alle. 

^Sequitur  secunda  pars  Penitencie. 
50  (o)  NOw  for  as  muche.  as  the  se- 
conde  partie  of  Penitence  stant  in  Con- 
fessiown  of  mouth/,  as  I  bigan  in  the 
firste  chapitre,  I  seye.,  seint  Au- 
gustyn  seith:  (i)  ^['Synne  is  euery 
word  and  euery  dede.,  and  al  J>at 
men  coueiten  agayn  the  lawe  of  Ihesu 
Crist;  (2)  and  this  is  for  to  synne.  in 
herte.,  in  mouth.,  and  in  dede,  by 
thy  fiue  wittes.,  that  been.:  sighte., 
herynge.,  smellynge.,  tastynge/or  sa- 
uourynge.,  and  feelynge.'  (3)  Now  is 
it  good  to  vnderstonde  that.  J)at 
agreggeth  muchel  euery  synne. 
(4)  *[Thow  shalt  considere  /  what  thow 
art  J)at  doost  the  synne/;  wheither  thou 
be  male  or  femele.,  yong  /  or  oold.,  I 
gentil  or  thral.,  free /or  seruant.3 
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hool/or  syk.,  wedded  or  sengle.,  or- 
dred  /  or  vnordred.,  wys  or  /  fool., 
clerk /or  seculeer.;  (5)  if  she  be  of  55 
thy  kynrede  /  bodily  or  goostly,  or 
noon/;  if  any  of  thy  kynrede  haue  syn- 
ned  with  hir(e)  or  noon/.,  and  manye 
mo  thinges. 

(6)  ^[Another  circumstaunce  is 
this.:  wheither  it  be  doon  in  fornica- 
ciown  or  in  auowtrie,  or  noon/,  incest 
or  noon/.,  mayden,  or  noon.,  in  ma- 
nere  of  homicide/,  or  noon.;  horrible 
grete  synnes,  or  smale.,  and  how  longe 
thow  hast  continued  in  synne.  (7)^[The 
thridde  circumstawnce  /  is  the 
place/  ther  thou  hast  do  synne., 
wheither  in  oother  mennes  hous  /  or  in 
thyn  owene.,  in  feeld  or  in  chirche/, 
or  in  chirche-hawe.,  in  chirche  dedi- 
caat/or  noon.  (8)  ffor  if  the  chirche 
be  halwed.,  and  man  or  womman  spille 
his  kynde  in-with  that  place  by  wey 
of  synne,  or  by  wikked  temptackwn/, 
the  chirche  is  entredited;  (9)  and  the 
preest  J)at  dide  swich  a  vileynye,  to 
terme  of  al  his  lif/he  sholde  namoore 
synge  masse.,  and  if  he  dide.,  he  sholde 
doon  deedly  synne  /  at  euery  time  J)at 
he  so  songe  masse/,  (o)  *[  The  four  the  60 
circumstawnce  is.,  by  whiche  me- 
diatours/,  or  by  whiche  messagers/; 
as  for  enticement,  or  for  consentement 
to  bere  compaignye  with  felaweshipe.; 
for  many  a  wrecche,  for  to  bere  com 
paignye,  shal  go  to  the  deuel  of  helle. 
(i)  Wherfore  they  J)at  eggen  or  con- 
senten  to  the  synne  /  been  parteners  of 
the  synne/,  and  of  the  damnacioun  of 
the  synnere. 

(2)  *[[The  fifthe  circumstawnce. 
is/,    how    manye    tymes    J)at    he    hath 


10245.  dede  is  E.G.,  d.  be  Ch.,  etc.  46.  leyt  E.Eg.P.L.,  light  Ch.G.Se.,  berb.  H.* 
47.  Dauid]  Danyel  E.G.  (GL)  [f.  lat.  Zejt].  50.  firste  E.G.,  second  Ch.,  f.  Eg.,  etc. 
«.  that  J) at  agreggeth  (-en)  E.G.Eg.,  the  circumstaunces  that  aggreggen  Ch.,  etc.  (Gl.) 


f.  E.G.Eg.     59.  (the  m 

a  pr.  (that)  Se.;  so  E.G.,  f.  Ch.,  etc.     60.  or  by  whiche  E.,  or'be  sweche  G.,  as  by  which 
H.«,  as  by  Ch.,  etc.;  as  for  E.G.Eg.Se.,  or  for  Ch.,  etc.;  shal  E.,  wol(e)  Ch.,  etc.  (Sk.,  GL). 

61.  wherfore    E.G.,    for    Ch.,    etc.;    damnaciounj    temptaciown    E.G.    [lat.:    damnationis]. 
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synned/,  if  it  be  in  his  mynde/,  and 
how  ofte  J>at  he  hath  falle.  (3)  /for 
he  hat  ofte  falleth  in  synne.,  he 
despiseth  the  mercy  of  God,  and  en- 
creesseth  hys  synne,  and  is  vnkynde 
to  Crist.,  and  he  wexeth  the  moore 
fieble  to  withstonde  synne,  and  syn- 
neth  the  moore  lightly/:  (4)  And  the 
latter  ariseth/,  and  is  the  moore  eschew 
for  to  shryuen  hym/,  namely /to  hym 

>5  }3at  is  his  confessour/.  (5)  if  or  which 
that  folk/,  whan  they  falle  agayn  in 
hir  olde  folies.,  oiither  they  forleten 
hir  olde  confessours  al  outrely.,  or 
elles  they  departen  hir  shrift  in  diuerse 
places.  (6)  J3ut  soothly/,  swich  departed 
shrift  deserueth  no  mercy  of  God  of 
hise  synnes.  (7)  ^[The  sixte  circum- 
stawnce/is,  why  J>at  a  man  synneth 
as  by  temptaciozm,  and  if  hym-self 
procure  thilke  temptaciotm/,  or  by  the 
excitynge  of  oother  folk.;  (8)  or  if  he 
synne  with  a  womman  by  force  or  by 
hir  owene  assent;  or  if  the  wom 
man,  maugree  hir  hed,  hath  been  af- 
forced,  or  noon.  (9)  This  shal  she 
telle. :  ffor  coueitise/,  or  for  pouerte., 
and  if  it  "was  hir  procurynge,  or  noon/, 

'0  and  swiche  manere  harneys.  (o)*[The 
seuenthe  circumsta?tnce/is /,  in 
what  manere  he  hath  doon  his  synne/, 
or  how  })at  she  hath  suffred  J)at  folk 
han  doon  to  hir(e).  (i)  And  the  same 
shal  the  man  telle  pleynly  with  alle 
circumstaimces.,  and  wheither  he  hath 
synned  with  comune  bordel-wommen, 
or  noon;  (2)  or  doon  his  synne  in 
hooly  tymes,  or  noon.,  in  fastyng(e) 
tymes,  or  noon.,  or  biforn  his  shrifte., 
or  after  his  latter  shrifte.;  (3)  and  hath 
per-auenture  /  broken  ther-fore  his  pen 
ance  enioyned.;  by  whos  help(e)  and 
whos  conseil.,  by  sorcerie  or  craft. — al 
moste  be  toold.  (4)  ^[Alle  thise 
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j  thynges.,  after  J>at  they  been  grete  or 
j  smale,  engreggen  the  conscience  of 
man.  (5)  And  eek  the  preest  J>at  is  75 
thy  iuge  may  the  bettre  been  auysed 
of  his  iuggement  in  yeuynge  of  thy 
penawnce/,  and  that  is  after  thy  con- 
triciotm//.  (6)  ffor  vnderstond  wel  |)at, 
after  tyme  |>at  a  man  hath  defouled 
his  baptesme  by  synne.,  if  he  wole 
come  to  saluacioun.,  ther  is  noon  other 
wey/but  by  penitence  and  shrifte  and 
satisfaccioun;  (7)  and  namely  by  the 
two,  if  ther  be  a  confessour  /  to  which 
he  may  shriuen  hym/,  and  the  thridde, 
if  he  haue  lyf  to  parfournen  it. 

(8)  Thanne  shal  man  looke  and 
considere  /  hat,  if  he  wole  maken  a 
trewe  and  a  profitable  confessioun,  ther 
moste  be  IHJ.  condiciowns.  (9)  ^Ff first 
it  moot  been  in  sorweful  bitter- 
nesse  of  herte.,  as  seyde  the  kyng 
Ezechiel  to  God/.,  'I  wol  remembre 
me  alle  the  yeres  of  my  lit  in  bitter- 
nesse  of  myn  herte.'  (o)  This  condi-  30 
cioun  of  bitternesse  hath  fyue  signes: 
IThe  firste  is/,  }>at  confessioun 
moste  be  shamefast.,  nat  for  to 
couere  ne  hyden  his  synne/;  for  he 
hath  agilt  his  God  and  defouled  his 
soule/.  (i)  And  ther-of  seith  seint 
August yn,  «['The  herte  trauailleth  for 
shame  of  his  synne/;'  and  for  he  hath 
greet  shamefastnesse/,  he  is  digne  to 
haue  greet  mercy  of  God.  (2)  ^[  Swich 
was  the  confessioun  of  the  publi 
can,  hat  wolde  nat  heuen  vp  hise 
[ejye'n  to  heuene/,  for  he  hadde  of 
fended  God  of  heuene/;  for  which 
shamefastnesse  /  he  hadde  anon  the 
mercy  of  God.  (3)  And  ther-of  seith 
seint  Augustyn/.  that  swich  shamefast 
folk  'been  next  foryeuenesse  and  re- 
misskmn.'  (4)  Another  signe/is  hu- 
mylitee  in  confessiown.,  of  which 
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seith     seint    Peter,     'Humbleth    yow 

85  vnder  the  myght  of  God/.'  (5)  The 
hond  of  God  is  myghty  in  confessiown., 
for  ther-by  /  God  f oryeueth  thee  thy 
synnes;  for  he  allone  hath  the  power/. 
(6)  And  this  humylitee  shal  been  in 
herte  and  in  signe  outward.;  for  right 
as  he  hath  humylitee  to  God  in  his 
herte,  right  so  sholde  he  humble  his 
body  outward  to  the  preest/J)at  sit  in 
Gocldes  place.  (7)  ffor  which  in  no 
manere — sith  ])at  Crist  is  souereyn,  and 
the  preest  meene  and  mediatour  bi- 
twixe  Crist  and  the  synnere.,  and  the 
synnere  is  the  laste.,  by  wey  of  re- 
sown, — (8)  thanne  sholde  nat  the  syn 
nere  sitte  as  heighe  as  his  confessour/, 
but  knele  biforn  hym  /  or  at  hise  feet, 
but  if  maladie  destourbe  it/.  (9)  ffor 
he  shal  nat  taken  keep[e].  who  sit 
there/,  but  in  whos  place  he  sitteth//. 

90  (o)  A  man  hath  trespased  to  a  lord, 
and  comth  for  to  axe  mercy  and 
maken  his  accord.,  and  set  hym  doun 
anon  by  the  lord/,  men  wolde  holden 
hym  outrageous,  and  nat  worthy  so 
soone  for  to  haue  remission  ne  mercy. 
(i)  ^[The  thridde  signe  is.,  how  J)at 
thy  shrift  sholde  be  ful  of  teeris, 
if  man  may/;  and  if  man  may  nat 
wepe  with  hise  bodily  [e]yen/,  lat  hym 
wepe  in  herte/.  (2)  Swich  was  the 
confession  of  seint  Peter/;  for  after 
hat  he  hadde  forsake  Ihesu  Crist/,  he 
wente  out,  and  weep  ful  bitterly. 
(3)  ^[The  fourthe  signe  is/,  hat  he  ne 
lette  nat  for  shame  to  shewen 
his  confessiown.  (4)  ^[£wich  was 
the  confessiown  of  the  Magde- 
lene/,  hat  ne  spared,  for  no  shame  of 
hem  hat  weren  atte  feeste,  for  to  go 
to  oure  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist/,  and  biknowe 

95  to  hym  hir(e)  synnes.    (5)  ^[The  fifthe 
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signe  is/,  that  a  man  or  a  womman 
be  obeisant  to  receyuen.  the  pen- 
aunce  hat  hym  is  enioyned  for  hise 
synnes;  for  certes,  Ihesu  Crist,  for  the 
giltes  of  a  man/,  was  obedient  to  the 
deeth. 

(6)  ^[The  seconde  condition  of  ver- 
ray  confession/ is/,  hat  it  be  hastily 
do  on.  (7)  /for  certes/,  if  a  man  hadde 
a  deedly  wounde,  euere  the  lenger  hat 
he  taried  to  warisshe  hym-self/,  the 
moore  wolde  it  corrupte  and  haste  hym 
to  his  deeth,  and  eek  the  wounde  / 
wolde  be  the  wors  for  to  heele. 

(8)  1[ And   right /so   fareth   synne /hat 
longe    tyme    is    in    a    man    vnshewed. 

(9)  ^[Certes,    a    man     oghte     hastily 
shewen  hise  synnes  for  manye  causes., 
as  for  drede  of  deeth,  hat  cometh  ofte 
sodenly.,    and    no    certeyn    what    tyme 

it  shal  be/,  ne  in  what  place,  (o)  And  00 
eek  the  drecchynge  of  o  synne  drawej) 
in  another/;  and  eek  the  lenger  J>at 
he  tarieth/,  the  ferther  he  is  fro  Crist. 
(i)  And  if  he  abide  to  his  laste  day/, 
scarsly  may  he  shryuen  hym/,  or  re- 
membre  hym  of  hise  synnes/,  or  re- 
penten  hym  /  for  the  greuous  maladie 
of  his  deeth.  (2)  And  for  as  muche 
as  he  ne  hath  nat  in  his  lyf  herkned 
Ihesu  Crist,  whanne  he  hath  spoken., 
he  shal  crie  to  Ihesu  Crist  at  his  laste 
day/,  and  scarsly  wol  he  herkne  hym. 

(3)  ^[And  vnderstond  /  that  this  condi- 
ciown      moste      han      foure      thynges. 

(4)  ^[Thi  shrift /moste  be  purueyed 
bifore  and  auysed.,  for  wikked  haste 
dooth   no  profit/;   (5)   and  hat  a  man  05 
konne    shryue    hym    of    hise    synnes/, 

be  it  of  pride,  or  of  enuye,  and  so 
forth  of  the  speces  and  circumstances.; 
(6)  and  hat  he  haue  comprehended  in 
hys  mynde  the  nombre  and  the  greet- 
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nesse  of  hise  synnes.,  and  how  longe 
}>at  he  hath  leyn  in  synne.;  (7)  and 
eek/])at  he  be  contrit  of  hise  synnes., 
and  in  stidefast  purpos,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  neuere  eft  to  falle  in  synne.; 
(8)  and  eek  /  J)at  he  drede  and  coun- 
trewaite  hym-self/,  J>at  he  fie  the  oc- 
casiowns  of  synne  to  whiche  he  is  en- 
clyned. 

(9)  ^[Also/thou  shalt  shryue  thee 
of  alle  thy  synnes  to  o  man/,  and 
nat  a  parcel  to  o  man,  and  a  parcel 
10  to  another/.;  (o)  that  is  to  vnder- 
stonde,  in  entente /to  departe  thy  con- 
fessiown/as  for  shame  or  drede.;  for 
it  nys  but  stranglynge  of  thy  soule. 

(1)  ffor  certes,    Ihesu   Crist  is   entierly 
al    good;    in    hym    nys     noon     inper- 
feccioim.,      and      therfore  /  outher     he 
foryeueth  al  parfitly/,   or   neuer-a-deel. 

(2)  ^[1    seye    nat   J>at,    if   thow   be   as 
signed   to   the   penitawncer   for   certein 
synne.,  J)at  thow  art  bounde  to  shewen 
hym  al  the  remenawnt  of  thy  synnes. 
of    whiche    thow    hast   be    shryuen    to 
thy   curaat.,   but   if  it   like   to  thee   of 
thyn    humylitee/.;    this    is    no    depart- 
ynge    of    shrifte.     (3)    Ne    I  seye    nat, 
ther-as    I  speke    of    diuisiown    of    con- 
fessiown/,  J)at,  if  thou  haue  licence  for 
to   shryue   thee   to  a   discreet   and  an 
honeste  preest  /  where  thee  liketh,  and 
by   licence    of    thy    curaat.,    that   thow 
mayst  wel  shryue  thee  to  him  of  alle 
thy  synnes.    (4)   But  lat  no   blotte   be 
bihynde/,  lat  no  synne  been  vntoold/, 
as    fer    as    thow    hast    remembraunce. 

15  (5)  -4nd  whan  thou  shalt  be  shryuen 
to  thy  curaat.,  telle  hym  eek  alle  the 
synnes  J)at  thow  hast  doon/syn  thou 
were  last  yshryuen/;  this  is  no  wik- 
ked  entente  of  diuisioim  of  shrifte. 
(6)  ^[Also  the  verray  shrifte  axeth 
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certeine  condiciowns/;  ^[ffirst/,  J>at 
thow  shryue  thee  by  thy  free  wil, 
noght  constreyned.,  ne  for  shame 
of  folk/.,  ne  for  maladie.,  ne  swiche 
thynges.  (7)  /for  it  is  resown  J)at  he 
J>at  trespasseth  by  his  free  wyl.,  that 
by  his  free  wyl  /  he  confesse  his 
trespas.,  and  J)at  noon  oother  man  telle 
his  synne  but  he  hym-self.  (8)  JVe  he 
shal  nat  nayte,  ne  denye  his  synne, 
ne  wratthe  hym  agayn  the  preest 
for  his  amonestynge  to  leue  synne. 
(9)  ^The  seconde  condickmn.  is,  J)at 
thy  shrift  be  laweful.;  that  is  to 
seyn/:  that  thow  J)at  shryuest  thee/, 
and  eek  the  preest  J)at  hereth  thy 
confessiown,  been  verraily  in  the  feith 
of  hooly  chirche.;  (o)  and  that  a  man/  20 
ne  be  nat  despeired  of  the  mercy  of 
Ihesu  Crist  as  Caym  or  ludas.  (i)*[Ancl 
eek  a  man  moot  accusen  hym- 
self/of  his  owene  trespas,  and 
nat  another/;  but  he  shal  blame  and 
wyten  hym-self /&  his  owene  malice 
of  his  synne/,  and  noon  oother.  (2)  .But 
nathelees/,  if  that  another  man  be  oc- 
casiown  or  enticere  of  his  synne.,  or 
the  estaat  of  a  persone  be  swich/ 
thurgh  which  his  synne  is  agregged.; 

(3)  or   elles    £at    he   may   nat   pleynly 
shryuen    hym/,    but    he    telle    the    per 
sone /with     which    he     hath     synned: 

(4)  thanne   may   he   telle.,    so   fcat   his 
entente /ne  be  nat /to  bakbite  the  per 
sone/,   but  oonly   to   declaren  his   con- 
fessiown. 

•[Thou  ne  shalt  nat  eek/make  25 
no  lesynges  in  thy  confessiotm/ 
for  humylitee,  per-auenture  /  to  seyn  J>at 
thou  hast  doon  synnes  of  whiche  that 
thow  were  neuere  gilty.  (6)  ^[ffor 
Seint  Augustyn  seith,  ^f'lf  thou,  by 
cause  of  thyn  humylitee/,  makest  les- 
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confesse  Ch.Eg.Se.,  f.  P.L.H.1;  and  })at  E.G.,  f.  Ch.,  etc.;  telle  E.G.,  shal(le)  t.  Ch.,  etc. 
18.  ne  denye  E.G.Se.,  or  d.  Ch.,  etc.;  leue  E.G.,  lete  Ch.,  etc.  22.  if  that]  if  Ch.P.L.;  [2.]  or 
E.G.Eg.,  or  that  Ch.H.*,  or  if  Se.,  Or  {)at  if  P.L.  24.  telle  E.G.,  t.  it  Ch.,  etc.;  ne  be 
E.P.L.,  be  Ch.,  etc.  25.  whiche  that  E.,  whiche  Ch.,  etc.  26.  thyn  E.G.,  f.  Ch.,  etc. 


19327-19345 


25.  The  Persouns  Tale. 


409 


[I  1020—1028] 

ynges  on  thy-self/.,  though  thow  ne 
were  nat  in  synne  biforn/,  yet  artow 
thanne  in  synne  thurgh  thy  lesynges.' 
(7)  f[Thou  most  eek  shewe  thy 
synne /by  thyn  owene  propre 
mouth/,  but  thow  be  woxe  doumb/, 
and  nat  by  no  lettre.;  for  thow  that 
hast  doon  the  synne,  thou  shalt  haue 
the  shame  therfore.  (8)  *[Thow  shalt 
nat  eek  peynte  thy  confessio^n 
by  faire  subtile  wordes  to  couere  the 
moore  thy  synne.  (9)  /for  thanne 
bigilestow  thy-self/,  and  nat  the 


[I  1029—1036] 

« 'Explicit  sccunda  pars  Penitende 
et  sequitur  tercia  pars  eiusdem. 
(7)  The  thridde  partie  of  Penitence 
is  Satisfacckmn,  and  that  stant  moost 
generally  in  Almesse  and  in  bodily 
peyne.  (8)  ^[Now  been  ther  thre  ma- 
nere  of  almesses:  ^[Contricion  of 
Aerte,  where  a  man  offreth  hymself 
to  God;  •[another  is,  to  han  pitee  of 
defaute  of  hise  neighebores.  (9)  ^j'And 
the  thridde  is  in  yeuynge  of  good  con 
seil,  goostly  and  bodily,  where  men 
han  nede,  and  namely  in  sustenazmce 


preest/.;   thow   most   tellen   it   pleynly/,    |    of  mannes   foode.     (o)   '[And   tak  keep  40 
be    it   neuere    so    foul   ne   so   horrible,    j    J)at  a  man  hath  nede  of  thise  thinges 


30  (o)  «[Thow  shalt  eek  shryue  thee 
to  a  preest  ]?at  is  discreet  to  con- 
seille  thee.,  and  eek  thou  shalt  nat 
shryue  thee  for  veyne-glorie/,  ne  for 
ypocrisye/,  ne  for  no  cause/,  but  oonly 
for  the  doute  of  Ihesu  Crist  and  the 
heele  of  thy  soule.  (i)  Thow  shalt 
nat  eek  renne  to  the  preest  so- 
deynly  to  tellen  hym  lightly  thy 
synne/,  as  who-so  telleth  a  «'ape  or  a 
tale/,  but  auysely  and  with  greet  de- 
uociottn//.  (2)  And  generally  shryue 
thee  ofte//.;  if  thou  ofte  falle/,  ofte 
thou  arise  by  confessiown.  (3)  And 
though  thou  shryue  thee  ofter  than 
ones  of  synne  /  of  which  thou  hast  be 
shryuen.,  it  is  the  moore  merite. 
(4)  And  as  seith  seint  Augustyn/, 
thow  shalt  haue  the  moore  lightly  re- 
lesyng  /  and  grace  of  God/,  bothe  of 

35  synne  and  of  peyne.  (5)  And  certes, 
oones  a  yeere  atte  leeste  wey  /  it  is 
laweful  for  to  been  housled.;  for  certes, 
oones  a  yeere  /  alle  thynges  renouellen. 
(61  ^"Now  haue  I  toold[e]  you  of 
verray  conf  essiotm. ;  that  is  the  se- 
conde  partie  of  Penitence. 


generally;  he  hath  nede  of  foode,  he 
hath  nede  of  clothyng  and  herberwe, 
he  hath  nede  of  charitable  conseil  and 
visitynge  in  prison[e]  and  in  maladie, 
and  sepulture  of  his  dede  body,  (i)  And 
if  thow  mayst  nat  visite  the  nedeful 
with  thy  persone,  visite  hym  by  thy 
message  and  by  thy  yiftes.  (2)  Thise 
been  generally  almesses  or  werkes 
of  charitee  of  hem  that  han  tem- 
poreel  richesses  or  discreckmn  in  con- 
seilynge.  '[Of  thise  werkes  shaltow 
heren  at  the  day  of  doome. 

(3)  Thise  almesses  shaltow  doon  of 
thyne  owene  propre  thynges,  and 
hastily,  and  priuely,  if  thow  mayst. 
(4)  J5ut  nathelees,  if  thow  mayst  nat 
doon  it  priuely,  thow  shalt  nat  for- 
bere  to  doon  almesse  though  men  seen 
it,  so  that  it  be  nat  doon  for  thank 
of  the  world,  but  oonly  for  thank 
of  Ihesu  Crist.  (5)  ffor,  as  witnesseth  45 
Seint  Mathew,  capitulo  .V.°,  'A  citee 
may  nat  been  hyd  that  is  set  on  a 
montayne,  ne  men  lighte  nat  a  lan- 
terne,  and  put  it  vnder  a  busshel; 
but  men  sette  it  on  a  candle-stikke 


19327.  therfore  E.G.,  in  confession,  etc.  Se.P.L.,  f-  Ch.Eg.H.*  29.  pleynly  E.,  platly 
Ch.,  etc.  30.  thee  f.  E.  (Gl.).  35.  for  certes  E.G.,  f.  certenly  Se.,  f.  soothly  Ch.,  etc. 
36.  you  E.,  f.  Ch.,  etc.  —  De  satisfacione :  ftberjdir.  Se.P.L.  tor  36  fOfll.  Sk.J.  37.  moost 
f.  Ch.P.L.H.4  38.  defaute  E.G.,  the  d.  Eg.,  etc.,  f.  Ch.  39.  And  E.G.Se.,  f.  Ch.,  etc.; 
yeuynge  of  E.G.P.,  of  f.  Ch.,  etc.,  y.  of  f.  H.4;  conseil  E.G.Eg.,  c.  &  comfort  Ch.,  etc. 
(Gl.).  40.  tak  E.G.Eg.,  t.  kep(e)  Ch.,  etc.;  in  maladie  E.G.,  in  f.  Ch.,  etc.  41.  and  by 
E.H.4,  by  f.  Ch.,  etc.  42.  general  Ch.,  etc.;  rechesse  Ch.Eg.,  riches  Se.L.H.4  44.  doon 
it]  do  Ch.Eg.H.4  45.  yeue  light  to  E.G.,  lyghten  Ch.,  etc.  |9ftattf).  V,  14—15]. 
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[I  1037—1044] 

to  yeue  light  to  the  men  in  the  hous. 
(6)  .Right  so  shal  youre  light  lighten 
bifore  men,  that  they  may  seen  youre 
goode  werkes,  and  glorifie  youre  fader 
that  is  in  heuene.' 

(7)  ^[Now,  as  to  speken  of  bodily 
peyne,  it  stant  in  preyeres,  in  wak- 
ynges,  in  fastynges,  in  vertuouse  tech- 
inges  of  oriso^ns.  (8)  *[And  ye  shul 
vnderstonde  that  orisowns  or  preyeres 
is  for  to  seyn  a  pitous  wyl  of  herte, 
that  redresseth  it  in  God,  and  ex- 
presseth  it  by  word  outward,  (9)  to 
remoeuen  harmes,  and  to  han  thynges 
espiritueel  and  durable,  and  somtyme 

50  temporele  thynges;  (o)  of  whiche  ori- 
sowns,  certes,  in  the  orison  of  the 
Pater-noster  hath  Ihesu  Crist  en 
closed  moost  thynges.  (i)  ^[Certes,  it 
is  priuyleged  of  thre  thynges  in  his 
dignytee;  for  which  it  is  moore  digne 
than  any  oother  preyere,  for  that  Ihesu 
Crist  hym-self  maked  it;  (2)  and  it 
is  short,  for  it  sholde  be  koud  the 
moore  lightly,  and  for  to  withholden 
it  the  moore  esily  in  herte,  and  helpen 
hym-self  the  ofter  with  the  orisown. 
(3)  And  for  a  man  sholde  be  the  lasse 
wery  to  seyen  it,  and  for  a  man  may 
nat  excusen  hym  to  lerne  it,  it  is  so 
short  and  so  esy;  and  for  it  com- 
prehendeth  in  it-self  alle  goode  prey 
eres.  (4)  The  exposiciown  of  this  hooly 
preyere,  that  is  so  excellent  and  digne, 
I  bitake  to  thise  maistres  of  Zheologie; 

55  (5)  saue  thus  muchel  wol  I  seyn,  that, 
whan  thow  prayest  that  God  sholde 
foryeue  thee  thy  giltes,  as  thou  for- 
yeuest  hem  that  agilten  to  thee,  be 
jful  wel  war  that  thow  be  nat  out  of 
charitee.  (6)  ^[This  hooly  orisoun 
amenuseth  eek  venyal  synne,  and  ther- 
fore  it  aperteneth  specially  to  penit 
ence. 


[I  1045—1052] 

(/)  This  preyere  moste  be  trewely 
seyd,  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that 
men  preye  to  God  ordinatly,  &  dis 
creetly,  &  deuoutly,  and  alwey  a  man 
shal  putten  his  wyl  to  be  subget  to 
the  wille  of  God.  (8)  *[This  orisown 
moste  eek  been  seyd  with  greet  hum- 
blesse  and  ful  pure,  honestly,  and  nat 
to  the  anoyawnce  of  any  man  or  worn- 
man.  (9)  It  moste  eek  been  continued 
with  the  werkes  of  charitee.  (o)  It  60 
auaylleth  eek  agayn  the  vices  of  the 
soule;  for,  as  seith  seint  lerome, 
'By  fastynge  been  saued  the  vices  of 
the  flessh,  and  by  preyere  the  vices  of 
the  soule.' 

(i)  ^[ After  this  thou  shalt  vnder 
stonde  that  bodily  peyne  stant  in 
wakynge;  for  Ihesu  Crist  seith,  'TFaketh 
and  preyeth,  that  ye  ne  entre  in  wik- 
ked  temptacioim.'  (2)  ^[Ye  shul  vnder- 
standen  also  that  fastynge  stant  in 
thre  thynges:  in  forberynge  of  bodily 
mete  and  drynke,  and  in  forberynge 
of  worldly  iolitee,  and  in  forberynge 
of  deedly  synne;  (3)  this  is  to  seyn: 
that  a  man  shal  kepen  hym  fro  deedly 
synne  with  al  his  myght. 

(4)  And  thou  shalt  vnderstanden  eek 
that  God  ordeyned  fastynge,  and  to 
fastynge  appertenen  IIIJ.  thinges: 
(5)  Largenesse  to  poure  folk;  gladnesse  65 
of  herte  espiritueel,  nat  to  been  angry 
ne  anoyed,  ne  grucche  for  he  fasteth; 
and  also  resonable  houre  for  to  ete; 
ete  by  mesure;  (6)  that  is  for  to  seyn: 
a  man  shal  nat  ete  in  vntyme,  ne  sitte 
the  lenger  at  his  table  to  ete  for  he 
fasteth. 

(7)  «[Thanne  shallow  vnderstonde 
that  bodily  peyne  stant  in  dis- 
ciplyne  or  techynge  by  word  and 
by  writynge,  or  in  ensample;  (8)  also 
in  werynge  of  heyres,  or  of  stamyn. 


19347.  &  in  vertuouse  Ch.Se.P.L.  48.  pitous  wyl  of  herte:  Idt.  pius  affectus  mentis. 
51.  for  that]  for  Ch.H.*  55.  thow  ne  be  Ch.G.Eg.P.  19356—19412.  toicber  Ad.  fitt  He. 
58.  honestee  G.,  honesty  P.  (Gl.).  60.  vices]  vertues  E.,  vertu  G.  61 :  9ftattf).  XXVI,  41. 
62.  also  E.G.,  eke  Se.,  f.  P.L.H.4,  .  .  .  stant  also  Ad.Eg.  63.  $(,  f.  Ad.  65.  largesce  H.4; 
hour  for  to  ete  .  ete  by  in.  PI.*  [SSfll.  lat.  2erfj;  ete  f.  E.,  etc.  (Sk.,  Gl.).  67.  word  and  E., 
w.  or  Ad.,  etc.  (Sk.);  in  ensample  E.G.Eg.,  by  e.  Ad.,  etc. 
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[I  1052—1061] 

or  of  haubergeons  on  hir  naked  flessh, 
for  Cristes  sake,  and  swiche  manere 
penances.  (9)  But  ware  thee  wel  that 
swiche  manere  penatmces  on  thy  flessh 
ne  make  thee  nat  or  angry  or  anoyed 
70  of  thy-self;  (o)  for  bettre  is  to  caste 
awey  thyn  heyre  than  for  'to  caste 
awey  the  sikernesse  of  Ihesu  Crist. 
(i)  *[And  therfore  seith  seint  Paul, 
'Clothe  yow,  as  they  that  been  chosen 
of  God,  in  herte  of  wisericorde,  de- 
bonairetee,  suffrawnce,  and  swich  ma 
nere  of  clothynge,'  of  whiche  Ihesu 
Crist  is  moore  apayed  than  of  heyres, 
or  haubergeowns,  or  hauberkes. 

(2)  ^[Thanne  is  discipline  eek 
in  knokkynge  of  thy  brest,  in  scourg- 
ynge  with  yerdes,  in  knelynges,  in 
tribulacions;  (3)  in  suffrynge  paciently 
wronges  that  been  doon  to  thee,  and 
eek  in  pacient  suffrawnce  of  maladies, 
or  lesynge  of  worldly  catel,  or  of  wyf, 
or  of  child,  or  othere  freendes. 


[I  1061—1070] 

by  wey  of  resotm,  [that]  he  |)at  hath 
nat  been  shamed  to  doon  foule 
thynges,  certes,  hym  oghte  nat  been 
ashamed  to  do  faire  thynges,  and  that 
is  confessions.  (9)  *||A  man  sholde 
eek  thynke  that  God  seeth  and  woot 
alle  hise  thoghtes  and  alle  hise 
werkes ;  to  hym  may  no-thyng  been  hyd 
ne  couered.  (o)  Men  sholden  eek  re-  80 
membren  hem  of  the  shame  that  is  to 
come  at  the  day  of  doome  to  hem  that 
been  nat  penitent,  and  shryuen  in  this 
present  lyf.  (i)  ffor  alle  creatures  in 
erthe  and  in  helle  shullen  seen  apertly 
al  that  they  hyden  in  this  world. 

(2)  ^[Now  for  to  speken  of  hope  of 
hem  that  been  necligent  and  slowe 
to  shryuen  hem,  that  stant  in  two 
maneres :  (3)  That  oon  is,  J>at  he  hopeth 
for  to  lyue  longe,  and  for  to  purchacen 
muche  richesse  for  his  delit,  and  thanne 
he  wol  shryuen  hym;  and,  as  he  seith, 
hym  semeth  thanne  tymely  ynough  to 


(4)    •[[Thanne    shaltow    vnderstonde    j    come   to  shrifte.    (4)  Another   is   Sur 


whiche  thynges  destourben  pen- 
a^nce,  and  this  is  in  IIIJ.  maneres; 
that  is  drede,  shame,  hope,  and  wan- 
75  hope,  that  is  desperacion.  (5)  And  for 
to  speke  first  of  drede,  for  which 
he  demeth  that  he  may  suffre  no 
penaunce.  (6)  Ther  agayns  is  re- 
medie  for  to  thynke  that  bodily  pen 
aunce  is  but  short  and  litel  at  regard 
of  the  peyne[s]  of  helle,  that  is  so 
crueel  and  so  long,  that  it  lasteth 
with-outen  ende. 

(7)  •[[Now  again  the  shame  that 
a  man  hath  to  shryuen  hym,  and  na 
mely  thise  ypocrites  that  wolden  been 
holden  so  parfite,  that  they  han  no 
nede  to  shryuen  hem — (8)  ^[agayns 
that  shame  sholde  a  man  thynke  that, 


quidrie  that  he  hath  in  Cristes  mercy. 
(5)  ^[Agayns  the  firste  vice  he  shal  85 
thynke  that  oure  lif  is  in  no  siker 
nesse,  and  eek  that  alle  the  richesses 
in  this  world  ben  in  auenture,  and 
passen  as  a  shadwe  on  the  wal.  (6)  And, 
as  seith  seint  Gregorie,  that  it  aper- 
teneth  to  the  grete  rightwisnesse  of 
God  that  neuere  shal  the  peyne  stynte 
of  hem  J)at  neuere  wolde  withdrawen 
hem  fro  synne  hir  thankes,  but  ay 
continue  in  synne;  (7)  ffor  thilke  per- 
petueel  wil  to  do  synne  shul  they  han 
perpetueel  peyne. 

(8)  ^[Wanhope  is  in  two  ma 
neres:  the  firste  wanhope  is  in  the 
mercy  of  Crist;  that  oother  is  J>at 
they  thynken  J)at  they  ne  myghte  nat 


19369.  war  E.Se.  (Sk.,  GL);  thee  nat  or  (ouyr  G.)  E.G.,  thyn  herte  bittyr  or  Ad.,  etc. 
(Sk.).  70.  sikernesse  E.G.,  swetnes(se)  Ad.,  etc.  (Gl.).  71.  is  most  Ad.Eg.  ("ftol.  Ill,  12]. 
73.  thee  E.G.,  hym  Ad.,  etc.;  or  child(ren)  Ad.Se.P.L.  75.  demeth  E.,  weneth  Ad.,  etc. 
(Sk.,  Gl.).  76.  peynes  E.  (Gl.);  so  crueel  E.G.,  so  f.Ad.,  etc.  78.  [that]  f.Wr.  M.;  shamed 
E.Ad.,  aschamyd  G.,  etc.  (Sk.);  ouht  nat  to  Ad.G.Se.  79.  hise  .  .  .  hise  E.G.P.L.,  thy  .  .  . 
thy  Ad.,  etc.  81.  he  hydeth  Ad.Eg.H.4  82.  the  hope  Ad.Eg.Se.P.L.  (Sk.,  Gl.),  f.  G.H.4; 
that  stant  E.G.,  it  st.  Ad.,  etc.,  stant  H.4  83.  hym  semeth  (self)  E.G.,  he  may  as  hym  s. 
Ad.,  etc. ;  tyme  Ad. ;  to  come  E.G.,  for  to  c.  Ad.,  com(e)  Eg.,  etc.  84.  of  (the)  surquiderye 
G.,  etc.  85:  togt.  9191.  88.  ne  E.Ad.P.,  f.  G.,  etc. 
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[I  1071-1079] 

longe  perseuere  in  goodnesse.  (9)  *[The 
firste  wanhope  comth  of  that  he 
demeth  that  he  hath  synned  so  greetly 
and  so  ofte,  and  so  longe  leyn  in 
synne,  that  he  shal  nat  be  saued. 

90  (o)  ffCertes,  agayns  that  cursed 
wanhope  sholde  he  thynke  that  the 
passion  of  Ihesu  Crist  is  moore  strong 
for  to  vnbynde  than  synne  is  strong 
for  to  bynde.  '[Agayns  the  seconde 
wanhope  he  shal  thynke  that,  as  ofte 
as  he  falleth,  he  may  arise  agayn  by 
penitence.  (2)  And  though  he  neuer 
so  longe  haue  leyn  in  synne,  the 
mercy  of  Crist  is  alwey  redy  to  re- 
ceiuen  hym  to  mercy.  (3)  ^[Agayns 
the  wanhope  J>at  he  demeth  that  he 
sholde  nat  longe  perseuere  in  good 
nesse,  he  shal  thynke  J)at  the  feblesse 
of  the  deuel  may  no-thyng  doon,  but 
if  men  wol  suffren  hym.  (4)  And  eek 
he  shal  han  strengthe  of  the  help(e) 
of  God,  and  of  al  hooly  chirche,  and 
of  the  protecciotm  of  aungels,  if 
hym  list. 

95  ^[Thanne  shal  men  vnderstonde  what 
is  the  fruyt  of  penawnce;  and,  after 
the  word  of  Ihesu  Crist,  it  is  the 
endelees  blisse  of  heuene.  (6)  Ther 
ioye  hath  no  contrarioustee  of  wo  ne 
greuawnce;  ther  alle  harmes  been  pas 
sed  of  this  present  lyf;  (7)  ther-as 
is  the  sikernesse  fro  the  peyne  of 
helle;  ther-as  is  the  blisful  compaig- 
nye  that  reioysen  hem  eueremo,  euerich 
of  otheres  ioye;  (8)  ther-as  the  body 
of  man,  that  whilom  was  foul  and 
derk,  is  moore  cleer  than  the  sonne; 
ther-as  the  body,  that  whilom  was 
syk,  freele,  &  fieble,  and  mortal,  is 
inmortal,  and  so  strong,  and  so  hool, 
that  ther  may  no-thyng  apeyren  it; 
(9)  ther-as  ne  is  neither  hunger,  thurst, 


fl  1079-1087) 

ne  coold,  but  euery  soule  replenyssed 
with  the  sighte  of  the  parfit  knowynge 
of  God.  (o)  «[This  blisful  regne  may  0( 
men  purchace  by  pouerte  espiritueel, 
and  the  glorie  by  lowenesse,  the  plentee 
of  ioye  by  hunger  and  thurst,  and  the 
reste  by  trauaille,  and  the  lyf  by  deeth 
and  mortificacion  of  synne. 


e  taketh  the  makere  of  this  book 

his   leue*} 

(i)  Now  preye  I  to  hem  alle  that 
herkne  this  litel  tretys  or  rede,  that, 
if  that  ther  be  any-thyng  in  it  that 
liketh  hem,  that  ther-of  they  thanken 
oure  .Lord  Ihesu  Crist,  of  whom  pro- 
cedeth  al  wit  and  al  goodnesse. 
(2)  And  if  ther  be  any-thyng  that 
displese  hem,  I  preye  hem  also  that 
they  arrette  it  to  the  defaute  of 
myn  vnkonnynge,  and  nat  to  my  wyl, 
that  wolde  ful  fayn  haue  seyd  bettre 
if  I  hadde  had  konnynge.  (3)  ffor 
oure  book  seith.  'A\  that  is  writen, 
is  writen  for  oure  doctrine,'  and  that 
is  myn  entente.  (4)  ^[Wherfore  I  bi- 
seke  yow  mekely,  for  the  mercy  of 
God,  that  ye  preye  for  me  that  Crist 
haue  mercy  on  me,  and  foryeue  me 
my  giltes;  (5)  —  and  namely  of  my  0 
translacions  and  enditynges  of  worldly 
vanitees,  the  whiche  I  reuoke  in  my 
retracciowns  :  (6)  *[[as  is  the  book  of 
Troilus,  *[£he  book  also  of  ffame,  the 
book  of  the  XXV.  Ladies,  ^[/he  book  of 
the  Duchesse,  1\the  book  of  seintValen- 
tynes  day,  of  the  parlement  of  brid- 
des,  (7)  the  tales  of  Caunterbury,  thilke 
that  sownen  in-to  synne,  ^[£he  book 
of  the  Leown,  and  many  another  book, 
if  they  were  in  my  remembrance,  and 
many  a  song  and  many  a  leccherous 
lay,  that  Crist,  for  his  grete  mercy, 


19393.  febles(se)  E.H.4,  febylnesse,  etc.  Ad.,  etc.;   if  E.G.Se.,  f.  Ad.,  etc.     95.  fruyt] 
•de  Ad.,    meryt  G.     96.   contrarie  Ad.,   contrarite  G.Eg.H.4     97.   evirmore  Ad.Se.L., 
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foryeue  me  the  synne.  (8)  ^[But  of 
the  translacion  of  Boece  de  conso- 
lacione,  and  oother  bookes  of  Legendes 
of  seintes,  and  omelies,  and  moralitee, 


fl  1091—1092] 

faccioun  to  doon  in  this  present  lyf, 
(i)  thurgh  the  benigne  grace  of  hym 
J)at  is  kyng  of  kynges  and  preest 
ouer  alle  preestes,  that  boghte  vs  with 


and    deuockmn:    that    thanke    I    oure    j    the  precious  blood  of  his  herte;  (2)  so 


Lord  Ihesu  Crist,  and  his  blisful 
mooder,  and  alle  the  seyntes  of 
heuene;  (9)  bisekynge  hem  J>at  they 
from  hennes-forth  vn-to  my  lyues  ende 
sende  me  grace  to  biwayle  my  giltes, 
and  to  studie  to  the  saluaciown  of  my 
0  soule — (o)  and  graunte  me  grace  of 
verray  penitence,  confessioim,  and  satis- 


{)at  I  may  been  oon  of  hem  at  the 
day  of  doome  that  shulle  be  saued. 
Qui  cum  patre  &cetera.*) 

^[Heere    is    ended    the    book   of   the 

tales    of    Caunterbury    compiled     by 

Geffrey  Chaucer  of  whos  soule  Ihesu 

crist   haue    mercv.     Amen. 


1940S,  blisful  E.Ad.Hat.,  blessed  P.,  etc.,  f.  H.1;  in  hevyn  Ad.Hat.H.4  10.  penaunce 
Ad.P.L.H.3  ii.  ouer  E. Hat.,  of[f]  Ad.,  etc.  12.  may]  mot  Ad.Eg.'H.*  *)  &  spiritu  sancto 
viuis  &  regnas  deus  Per  omnia  secula  Amen  Ad.P.  (&i3  deus). 
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III.  Anhang. 

(Langere  lateinische  Randglossen.) 


Qtt  V.  4617.  ^f  Ceptra  Phonmei  fratrum  discordie  Thebe  *[f  flammam  Phetontis  Deucalionis 
Aque  f[  In  stellis  Priami  species  Audacia  Turni  *j[  Sensus  Vlixeus  Herculeusque 
vigor.  [E.He.D.C.P.L.] 

-  V.  4715.     fj   Vnde  Ptholomeus.    libro  1°.    capitulo  8°.     fj[  Primi   motus   celi   duo  sunt, 

quorum  vnus  est  qui  raouet  totum  semper  ab  Oriente  in  Occidentem  /  vno  modo 
super  orbes  &c.  Item  aliter  vero  motus  est  qui  mouet  orbem  stellarum  currencium 
contra  motum  primum  /  videlicet  /  ab  Occidente  in  Orientem  super  alios  duos  polos, 
Ac.  (Id.) 

-  V.  4729.     f\   Omnes    concordati    sunt  /  quod  elecciones  sint  debiles  nisi   in  diuitibus  / 

habent  enim  isti  licet  (?)  debilitentur  eorum  elecciones  radicem.i.  natiuitates  eorum 
que  confortant  omnem  planetam  debilem  in  itinere  &c.  [hue  (hec)  philosophus 

—  V.  4841.     ^[  Nota  de   inopinato  dolore   ^f  Semper  mundane   leticie    tristicia  repentina 

succedit  /.  Mundana  igitur  felicitas  multis  amaratudinibus  est  respersa  /  extrema 
gaudii  luctus  occupat.  Audi  ergo  salubre  consilium  /  In  die  bonorum  ne  immemor 
sis  malorurn.  (E.He.D.C.P.j 

-  V.  5191.     ^f  Quid  turpius  ebrioso/cui  fetor  in  ore  tremor  in  corpore/qui  promit  stulta/ 

prodit  occuita  /  cuius  mens  alienatur  /  facies  transformatur  /  nullum  enim  latet  secretum 
ubi  regnat  ebrietas.  —  Id.  [$nnocens,  De  contemptu  mundi,  II,  19.] 

—  V.  5346.     <J[  O  extrema  libidinis  turpitudo  que  non  solum  mentem  efnminat/set  eciam 

corpus  eneruat  /  semper  sequntur  dolor  &  penitentia  post  &cetera.     [Id.,  ibid.] 

—  V.  5552.     <fl"  A  mane  vsque  ad  vesperam  mutabitur  tempus  /  tenent  tympanum  &  gaudent  / 

ad  sonum  organi  &cetera.     [Id.,  ibid.] 

-  V.  5555.     Hf  Quis  vnquam  unicam  diem  totam  duxit/in  sua  dileccione   iocundam  quern 

in  aliqua  parte  diei  reatus  consciencie  /  vel  impetus  Ire  vel  motus  concuspicencie 
non  turbauerit  /  quern  liuor  Inuidie  /  vel  Ardor  Auaricie  /  vel  tumor  superbie  non 
vexauerit  /  quern  aliqua  iactura  vel  offensa  /  vel  passio  non  commouerit  &cetera. 
[Id.,  ibid.] 

-  v-  5595-     IT  Qui  enim  semel  iuit  ad  nupcias  /  docuit  semel  esse  nubendum.    [E.,  itttb  io 

tm  folQ.| 

—  V.  5605.     ^j~  Non   est  vxorum   numerus   diffinitus   quia  secundum  Paulum  /  Qui  habent 

vxores  sic  sint  tamquam  non  habentes. 

—  V.  5610.     •[  Crescite  &  multiplicamini. 

—  V.  5628.     «[  Si  autem  non  continent  /  nubant. 

-  V.  5631.     •[  Quod  si  dormierit  vir  eius  liberata  est/cui  vult  nubat  in  Domino. 

-  V.  5633.     <jj  Si  acceperis  vxorem  non  peccasti  /  et  si  nupserit  virgo  non  peccauit  /  set 

hij  qui  domino  se  vouerunt.     Ita  idem  &c. 

-  V.  5634.     ff  Melius  est  nubere  quam  vri.     [E.S1.C.P.L.] 

—  V.  5636.     ^[  Lameth    qui    primus    intrauit   bigamiam  /  sanguinarius  &  homicida  est  &c. 

*f[  Abraham  trigamus  ^[  lacob  quatrigamus. 

—  V.  5655.     *f[  Paulus  //  de  virginibus  /  preceptum  non  habeo  /  consilium  autem  do  &cetera. 

—  V.  5657.     f[  Inuitat  ad  cursum,    tenet  in  manu  virginitatis  brauium,   qui  potest  capere  / 

capiat  &cetera. 

—  V.  5663.     ^f  Volo  autem  omnes  homines  esse  sicut  me  ipsum. 

—  V.  $669.     ^j  Bonum  est  homini  /  mulierem  non  tangere. 

-¥.5685.     ^f  Vnusquisque  proprium  habet  donum  ex  deo;    alius   quidem  sic/alius  au 
tem  sic/. 
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5688.     «j  Qui  cantant  sequentur  Agnum  XLHijor  Milia. 
V.  5729.     •[  Eo  vocacione  qua  vocati  estis  &cetera. 
V.  5737.     •[[  Qui  vxorem   habet  &  debitor  dicitur.  &  esse   in  prepucio  &  seruus  vxoris 

&  qui  nialorum  seruorum  est  alligatus. 
V.  5742.     f[  Et  iterum  seruus  vxoris  es/noli  propter  hoc  habere  tristiciam.  «[  Item  si  ac- 

ceperis  vxorem  non  peccasti  tribulacionem  tamen  carnis  habebunt  huiusmodi  &cetera. 

*[  Item  vir  corporis   sui   non   habet  potestam  /  set  vxor.     <j  Item  viri  diligite  vxores 

verecundas. 


V.  5781.     *[  lerephancias  quoque  Atheniencium  vsque  hodie/cicute  sorbicione  castrari. 

V  ' 


v.  5781-      i!  ierepnancias  quoque  Atnemencmm  v 
\7 .  5885.     0]'  Et  procurator  calamistratus  &cetera. 

—  V.  5909.     *f  Intra  omnes  alcior  existit  qui  non  curat  in  cuius  manu  sit  mundus. 

—  V.  5922.     •[  similiter  &  mulieres  in  habitu  ornatp  cum  verecundia  &  castitate  ornent  se/ 

non  in  tortis  crinibus  aut  auro  aut  margaritis  sine  veste  preciosa  &cetera/.  Hec 
Paulus. 

—  V.  5944.     ^[  eciam  odiosa  vxor  si  habeat  virum  bonum  &cetera. 

—  V.  5953.     ^[  Amor  illius  inferno  &  arenti  terre  &  incendio  comparata  //  Vnde  illud  &cetera. 

^[  Infernus  &  amor  mulieris  &  terra  que  non  saciatur  aqua  &  ignis  non  dicent  satis 
&cetera. 

—  V.  5958.    •[  Sicut  in  ligno  vermis   ita  perdet  virum  suum  vxor  ^[  Nemo   melius  scire 

potest  /  quid  sit  vxor  vel  mulier  /  nisi  ille  qui  passus  est. 

—  V.  5983.     ^[  ffallere.  flere.  nere  dedit  (statuit)  deus  in  muliere.     [C.P.L.] 

—  V.  6042.     *|[  Valerius  libro  6°,  capitulo  3° //Metellius  vxorem  suam/eo  quod  vinum  bi- 

bisset  fuste  percussam  interemit. 

—  V.  6081.    <f[  Appelles  /  fecit  mirabile  opus  in  tumulo  Darij  /  vnde  in  Alexandro  libro  6° 

lAlexandreis  d.  Gualtier  de  Lille  (um  1200)].     (gbenjo  11956. 

-  V.  6193.     ^f  Mansor    Amphorison.      19   fb.    f).    Almansoris    Propositiones,    Aphorismo] 

*[  Cumque  in  ascendente  fuerint  infortune  turpem  notam  in  facie  pacietur  //  In  natiui- 
tatibus  mulierum  cum  fuerit  ascendens  aliqua  de  domibus  Veneris  /  Marte  existente 
in  eis  /  vel  e  contrario  erit  mulier  inpudica  //  Idem  erit  /  si  habuerit  capricornum 
in  ascendente  //  He[cj  Hermes  in  libro  fiducie  Amphoriso.  24°. 

-  V.  6239.    *j[  Ne  des  mulieri  nequam  veniam  prodeundi.   ecclesiastici.    25°.     [V.  25 — 26.] 

—  V.  6284.     Vterque  cadit  ubi  alia  exaltatur. 

-  V.  6287.     «[[  In  libro  Mansor  primo  //  Vnuscujusque  planetarum.  4.  //  Exaltacio   illo   in 

loco  fore  dicitur  in  quo  subito  patitur  ab  alio  contrarium  &cetera  /  Velut  Mercurius 
in  virgine  que  est  casus  Veneris  //  Alter  scilicet  Mercurius  significat  scientiam  &  phi- 
losophiam  //  Alter  vero  cantus  &  alacritates  &  quicquid  est  sapiferum  corpori. 

—  V.  6315.     *j  Quid  referam  Phasifphen  /  Clitermistram  &  Eriphilem  /  quarum  prima  delicijs 

fluens  quippe  vt  Regis  vxor  Tauri  dicitur  adpetisse  concubitus.  Alia  occidisse  virum 
suum  ob  amorem  Adulterij.  //  Tercia  perdidisse  Amphiorax  &  saluti  viri  monile 
Aureum  pertulisse  &c.  //  Hec  Metellius  Marrio  secundum  Valerium. 

—  V.  6367.     <jj  Circulus  aureus  in  naribus  Suis  Mulier  formosa  &  fatua.  i.  impudica. 

—  V.  6767.     •[  Seneca  in  epistola.  •}  Honesta  res  est  leta  paupertas. 

—  V.  6768.     *[f  Pauper  est  qui  eget/eo  quod  non  habet  /  sed  qu(od)  non  habet  nee  appetit 

habere  ille  diues  est  /  de  quo  intelligitur  id  /  Apocalypsis  3°.  dicis  quia  diues  sum. 
[Seneca,  1.  c.j 

—  V.  6775.     *j]  Cantabit  vacuus   coram  latrone  viator /et  nocte  ad  lumen  trepidabit  Arun- 

dinis  vmbram.     (Juvenal,  1.  c.| 

—  V.  6777.     *T  2«s  Philosophus  *[[  Paupertas   est  odibile  bonum  /  sanitatis  mater  /  curarum 

remocio  /  sapientie  reparatrix  /  possessio  sine  calumpnia.  [Vincentius  Bellovacensis, 
Speculum  historiale  X,  71.] 

-  V.  6784.     ^f  Vnde  &  Crates   ille  Thebanus  //  ^[  Proiecto  in  mari  non  perno  auri  pon- 

dere  //  Abite,  inquit,  pessime  male  cupiditates  /  ego  vos  mergam  ne  ipse  mergar  a 
vobis. 

—  V.  7462.     Melius  est  animam  saginare  quam  corpus  [SufoS,  1.  c.].  *[  Victum  &  vestitum/ 

hiis  contend  sumus  (SimotJ).,  1.  c.]. 

—  V.  7550.     Omnis  virtus  vnita  /  fortior  est  seipsa  dispersa  [Boeth.  1.  c.]. 

—  V.  7555.     ^[  Dignus  operarius  mercede  &cetera  [2u!a§,  1.  c.J. 

—  V.  7571.     *5|  Noli  esse  sicut  leo  in  dom»  tua  /  euertens   domesticos  tuos,   opprimens  su- 

biectos  tibi.     [Ecclusiasticus,  1.  c.]. 

—  V.  7933.     ^f  Inter  cetera   ad   radicem   vesuli   terra   Saluciarum   vicis    et   castellis    (etc.) 

E.He.D.  [Petrarca,  De  obedientia  et  fide  uxoria  Mythologia;  nod)  Boccaccio, 
Decam.  X,  10].  (So  im  folg. 

—  V.  7968.     ^f  Tua  inquid  [!]  humanitas  optime  Marchio. 

—  V.  8073.     !^[,  ffuit  haut  procul  a  palacio  &c. 
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3u  V.  8157.     ^  Vt  expeditis  curis  aliis  ad  videndum  domini  sui  sponsam  cum  puellis  comi- 
tibus  prepararet. 

-  V.  8171.     %"  Quain  \Valterus  cogitabundus  incedens  eamque  compellans  nomine. 

-  V.  8213.     *!  Et  insolito  tanti  hospitis  adventu  stupidam  inuenit. 

—  V.  8221.     5J"  Et  patri   tuo   placet   inquid  &  mihi   vt  vxor  mea   sis  /  &   credo   ipsum   tibi 

placeat  set  [!]  habeo  ex  te  querere  &c. 

-  V.  8232.     ^[  Sine  vlla  frontis  aut  verbi  impugnacione. 

—  V.  8235.     <f  Nil   ego   vnquam   sciens   ne   dum  faciam   set  eciain   cogitabo   quod   contra 

animum  tuum  sit  /  nee  tu  aliquid   facies  &  si  ne  mori    iusseris   quod   moleste   feram. 

-  V.  8248.     ^[  De   hinc   ne   quid    reliquiarum    fortune   veteris    nouam    inferat  /  in   domum 

nudari  earn  iussit. 

—  V.  8276.     ^j"  Atque  apud  omnes  supra  fidem  cara  est  /  vix  quod  hijs  ipsis  qui  illius  ori- 

ginem  nouerant  persuaderi  posset  lanicule  natam  esse,  tantus  vite  tantus  morum 
decor  ea  verborum  grauitas  atque  dulcedo,  quibus  omnium  animos  nexu  sibi  magni 
amoris  astrinxerat: — 

—  V.  8297.     ^[  Sic  Walterus  humili  quidem  set  insigni  ac  prospero  matrimonio  honestatis 

summa  dei  in  pace  &c. : — 

-  V.  8301.     fj  Quodque  eximiam  virtutem    tanta    sub   inopia   latitantem   tarn   perspicaciter 

deprendisset,  vulgus  prudentissimus  habebatur: 

—  V.  8304.     •[  Neque  vero  solers  sponsa  muliebria  tanturn  ac  domestica,    set  vbi  res  pos- 

ceret  publica  eciam  subibat  officia: — 

—  V.  8311.     ^j  viro   absente   lites  patrie   nobilium   discordias   dirimens   atque   componens, 

tarn  grauibus  responsis  tantaque  maturitate  &  iuidicii  equitate,  vt  omnes  ad  salutem 
publicam  demissam  celo  feminam  predicarent: — 

—  V.  8325.     ^[  Ceperit,  ut  fit  interdum,  Walterum,   cum  iam  ablactata  esset  infantula,   mi- 

rabilis  quedam  quam  laudabilis  cupiditas  satis  expertam,  care  fidem  coniugis  ex- 
periendi  alcius  &  iterum  atque  iterum  retemptandi : — 

—  V.  8416.     C  suspecta  viri  fama  <j[  suspecta  facies  ^[  suspecta  hora  ^|  suspecta  erat  oratio. 

—  V.  8479.     *[  par   alacritas   atque   sedulitas,    solitum  obsequium,    idem  amor,    nulla  filie 

mencio. 

-  V.  8486.     *j  Transiuerant  hoc  in  statu  anni  4.  dum  ecce  grauida  &c./ 

-  V.  8500.     ff  Et  olim  ait,  audisti  populum  meum  egre  nostrum  ferre  connubium  &c. 

-  V.  8540.     ^f  Fac  senciam  tibi  placere  quod  moriar,  volens  moriar.     [He.D.  8535.] 

—  V.  8598.     €j~  Ceperit  sensum  de  Waltero  decolor  fama  crebescere: —    [D.  8605.] 

—  V.  8913.     ^r  Vnura  bona  fide  precor  ac  moneo,   ne  hanc  illis  aculeis  agites  quibus  al- 

teram  agitasti,  namque  et  iunior  &  delicacius  nutrita  est  /  pati  quantum  ego  vt  reor 
non  valeret: — 

—  V.  9018.     ^[  Hanc  Historiam  stilo  nunc  alto  retexere  visum  fuit,  non  turn  ideo  vt  matronas 

nostri  temporis  ad  imitandam  huius  vxoris  pacienciam  que  mihi  inimitabilis  videtur, 
quam  vt  legentes  ad  imitandam  saltern  femine  constanciam  excitarentur  vt  quod  hec 
viro  suo  prestitit  /  hoc  prestare  deo  nostro  audeat  quilibet  vt  lacobus  ait  Apostolus  / 
Intemptator  sit  malorum  &  ipse  neminem  temptat  /  probat  tamen  &  sepe  nos  multis 
ac  grauibus  flagellis  exerceri  sinit,  non  vt  animum  nostrum  sciat,  quern  scivit  ante- 
quam  crearemur  &c.: 

—  ¥.9187.     ^[  Vxor  est  diligenda  quia  donum  dei  est//Ihesus  filius  sirac/domus  &  divi- 

cie  dantur  a  parentibus  /  a  domino  autem  proprie  vxor  bona  vel  prudens.  [E.He.D., 
au§  Albertanus  Brixiensis,  Liber  de  Amore;  \0  tttt  folg.] 

-  V.  9203.     ^[  ffaciamus  ei  adiutorium  &  extracta  costa  de  corpore  Ade  fecit  Euam  &  dixit/ 

propter  hec  /  relinquet  homo  patrem  &  matrem  &  adherebit  &cetera  et  erunt  duo  in 
carne  vna. 

—  V.  9238 ff.     <if  Iacob//per  consilium  matris  sue  Rebecce,  &c. 

—  V.  9242.     ludith  /  de  manibus  Oloferni  &cetera. 

—  V.  9245.     Abigail  /  per  suum  bonum  consilium  virum  suum  Nabal  ab  ira  dauid  liberauit. 

—  V.  9247.     Ester  &cetera  ludeos  per  bonum  consilium  simul  cum  Mardocheo  in  regno 

Assueri. 

—  ¥.9251.     fl[  Seneca /sicut  nichil  est  (superius)  benigna  coniuge/ita  nichil  crudelius  est 

infesta  muliere. 

—  V.  9253.     ^ff  Cato  /  vxoris  linguam  si  frugi  est  /  ferre  memento. 

—  V.  9256.     flj"  Bona  mulier  fidelis  custos  est/&  bona  domus  [E.D.J. 

—  V.  9259.     ^j"  Apostolus  Paulus  ad  Ephesianos.      Diligite  vxores  vestras   sicut  Christus 

dilexit  ecclesiam  &cetera. 

—  V.  9261.    ^f  Apostolus.     Ita  viri  debent  diligere  vxores  suas  ut  corpora  sua  /  quia  qui 

suam  vxorem  diligit  /  seipsum  diligit  /  nemo  vnquam  carnem  suam  odio  habuit  /  set 
nutrit  &  fouet  earn/,  et  postea / vnusquisque  suam  vxorem  sicut  ipsum  diligat. 
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10925.  1[  Reditu  suo  singula  gaudent  [E.He.D.C.P.;  Boeth.  Ill,  metr.  2;  ettQl.:  alle 
thynges  reioysen  hem  of  hir  retornynge  ayen  to  hir  nature]. 

—  V.  11037.     •[  Vnde  Persius // fonte  labra  prolui   caballino  /  nee  in  bicipite  parnaso  me 

memini  sompniasse  [E.He,  (unuollft.);  Persius,  Sat.,  Prol.  I]. 

—  V.  11426.     ^[  Pamphilus  ad  Galatheam/,  vulneror  &  clausum  porto  sub  pectore   telum 

&cetera  ['Pamphilus  de  amore',  mittelalterl.  3)id)tung]. 

—  V.  11680.     ^[  30*  Atheniensium  tiranni  cum  Phidonem  necassent/  in  conuiuio  filias  eius 

virgines  ad  se  venire  iusserunt  &  scortorum  more  nudari  /  ac  super  pauimenta  patris 
sanguine  cruentatas  inpudicis  gestibus  ludere  //  que  paulisper  dissimulate  dolore 
cum  temulentos  conuiuas  cernerent  quasi  ad  requisita  nature  egredientes,  inuicem  se 
complexe  precipitauerunt  in  puteum  vt  virginitatem  morte  seruarent  [E.He.D.;  aitS 
'Hieronymus  'Contra  Jovinianum',  I,  cap.  41 ;  be3gl.  im  folfl.]. 

—  V.  11695.     *!F  Cum  50*  virgines  lacedoniorum  [!]  Messeni  violare  temptassent/[E. — 11771]. 

—  V.  11703.     ^[  Aristoclides  Orcomeni  tirannus  adamauit  virginem  stymphalidem  que  cum 

patre  occiso  ad  templum  diane  &cetera. 

—  V.  11715.     ^  Nam  hasdrubalis  vxor  capta  &  incensa  vrbe,  cum  se  cerneret  a  Romanis 

capienda  &cetera. 

—  V.  11721.     ^  primo  pono  lucreciam  /  que  violate  pudicie  [!]  nolens  superuivere  maculam 

corporis  cruore  deleuit/. 

—  V.  11725.     ^[  Quis  valet  silencio  preterire  VII.  Milesias  virgines  que  Gallorum  &cetera. 

—  V.  11730.     ^[  Senapho  [Xenophon]   in  Ciri    maioris   scribit  /  infancia  occiso  Habradate 

&cetera. 

—  V.  11742.     ^[  Democionis  Ariopagitarum  principis  virgo  filia  &cetera. 

—  V.  11744.     il  Quo  ore  laudande  sunt  Cedasij  filie  &cetera. 

—  V.  11747.      »  Nichanor  victis  Thebis  vnius  captive  virginis  superatus  est. 

-  V.  II 750.     ^f  Narrant  scriptores  Grecie  &  aliam  Thebanam  virginem  &cetera. 

-  V.  11753.     *ff  Quid  loquar  Nicerati  coniugem  pie  impaciens  iniurie  viri  mortem  &cetera. 

-  V.  II755-     ^  Alcebiades  ille  socraticus  victus  &cetera. 

—  V.  ii  758.     ^f  Alcesten  fabule  ferunt  pro   marito  Adameto   sponte   defunctam  /  et  Peno- 

lopes  pudicia  [!]  Omeri  carmen  est. 

—  V.  11761.    •[[  Lacedomia  quoque  poetarum  ore  cantatur  occiso  apud  Troiam  Protheselao 

&cetera. 

—  V.  11764.     <J[  Porcia  sine  Bruto  viuere  non  potuit. 

—  V.I  1 767.    f[  Arthemesia  quoque  vxor  Mauseoli   insignis   pudicijs  [!]  fuisse   prohibetur 

&cetera. 

—  V.  11769.     •[  Teuta  /  Illicorum  Regina  &cetera. 

—  V.I  1 771.     ^[Memorandum   strato  regulus.    ^[  Vidi   &  omnes   pene   Barbares    capitulo 

xxvj°  primi  ^[  Item  Cornelia  &cetera  •[  Imitentur  go  [!]  nupte  Theanam/  Cleobiliam/ 
Gorgim  /  Thymodiam  /  Claudias  atque  Cornelias  /  in  fine  libri  primi. 

—  V.  11781.     ^[  Singulas  has  historias  &  plures  hanc  materiam  concernentes  recitat  beatus 

Jeronimus  contra  louinianum  in  primo  suo  libro  capitulo  39°  [E. ;  id.  He.  V.  11711, 
D.  V.  11708]. 

-  V.  11956  f.  6081;  Bitfofc:  de  Zanze  in  libro  Tulij  [E.He.D.;  Cicero,  De  orat.  Ill,  26]. 

—  V.  12 180.     V  ludicum    capitulo   XI°  //  fuit    illo   tempore    lepte    Galaandes    (©ileabtter) 

[E.He.D.  |. 

-  V.  12423.     //  Nolite   inebriare  vino  //  in  quo   est  luxuria  [Ephes.  V,  18].     [E.He.D.C.P.] 

—  V.  12446.     *j[  leronimus    Contra   louinianum  //  Quamdiu    ieiunauit   Adam  /  in    Paradiso 

fuit  /  comedit  &  eiectus  est/statim  duxit  vxorem  [Id.;  Hieronymus,  1.  c.  II,  19;  efcb. 
b.  fotg.  Sitatej. 

-  V.  12460.     ^J"  Esca  ventri  &  venter  escis.  deus  autem  &  hunc  &  illam  destruet  /  [E.He.D. C.]. 

-  V.  12485.     •[  Qui  autem  in  delicijs  est  viuens  mortuus  est  [E.He.D.]. 

—  V.  12487.     •[  luxuriosa  res  A'inum  /  et  contumeliosa  ebrietas  [Id.]. 

-  V.  12522.     ^|  Noli  vinum  dare  [E.He.D.P.]. 

—  V.  12529.     <jf  Policratici  [libro  i°.  loannis  Sarisburiensis]  /  Mendaciorum  &  periuriarium 

mater  est  Alea.  [Id.]. 

-  V.  12571.     ^[  Nolite  omnino  lurare  [Id.;  9KottT).f  1.  c.]. 

-  V.  12573.     <Jf  leremie  4°//Iurabis  in  veritate  in  ludicio  &  lusticia  [Id.]. 

-  V.  12681.     ^[  coram  canuto  capite  consurge  [Id.]. 

—  V.  15262.     f[  Et  fecerunt  filij   Israel  secundum   quod   constituerat  eis  sacerdos   domini 

Eliachim  [E.He.D.H.*]. 

—  V.  16350.     <J[  Gregorius  in  registro  libro  [Epist.]  10  /  ad  Eulogium  patriarcham  scribit/ 

Indicamus  praeterea  /  quia  gravem  hie  interpretum  difficultatem  patimur/dum  enim 
non  sunt  qui  sensum  de  sensu  exprimant  set  transferre  semper  verborum  proprietatem 
volunt  /  omnem  dictorum  sensum  confundunt  /  &cetera  [He.D.]. 
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,8uV.  17192.     €"  Non   teneas   Aurum,    &cetera   [E.G.];    17194.     ^[  Nee    pulcrum    pomum 

&cetera  [E.]. 
—  V.  18287.     //  Qui  diligit  iniquitatem  /  odit  animam  suam  [E.]. 

-  V.  18762  f.  12571;  18767  f.  12573. 

-  V.  18869.     5  Nota  de  inpaciencia  cuiusdain  Philosophi  contra  suum  discipulum  [E.]. 


—  V.  18909.       |  Nota  secundum  Lucam  de  latrone  /  suspense  cum  Cristo  [E.]. 

—  V.  18990.     ff  Genesis  //  Maledictus   Canaan   seruus   seruorum   erit  /  fratribus   suis   [IX, 

25  f.;  E.]. 

-  V.  19083.     ^f  Of  diuerse  luyses  to  diuerse  wommen  of  estaat  for  the  synne  of  lecherye  [E.]. 

—  V.  19253.     •[  Memorandum,  mors  intrauit/per  fenestras  [?  E.]. 


A  —  Adoon. 
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IV.  Glossar. 


Abkiirzungen :  o.  =  an;  adj.  =  Slbieltib;  adv.  =  Slbberb;  a  egl.  =  altenglifd);  Ch.  = 
Chaucer;  comp.  =  ^omparatfo ;  conj.  =  ®oniitn!tion;  conjtv.  =  ®onjun!tib;  b.  =  ber,  bie, 
bag,  be3,  bort;  dot.  =  3)atto;  dial.  =  ndrblid)er  $taleft;  e.  =  etn,  eine,  etc. ;  f.  =  fiir;  fiekt.  = 
fleltierte  gorm  be§  2lbie!ttb3;  £*«.  =  ©enitib;  ger.  —  (Sterunbtnm;  i.  =  in,  im;  imps.  = 
unperfonltrfjeS  SBerb;  «»/*.  =  ^m^eratid;  ind.  =  3?nbifatib;  z«/.  =  $nfintti&;  *>r.  =  un- 
regehndfeig;  inter/.  =  ftnterjeftion;  m.  =  mamtlid);  9J191.  =  SKtttelalter;  meg  I.  =  mittel- 
englijdj;  ntr.  =  9leutrnnt;  num.  =  galjttoort;  n.  =  narf);  D.  =  Ort;  pi.  =  plural;  ppr.  = 
^Barttstp  b.  $rdfen3;  //^.  ==  ^artijty  b.  ^raterituntS;  /r.  =  9Mfen§;  praef.  =  ^BrdfiE; 
/r«.  =  $ronomen;  prp.  =  ^ra^oHtton;  pt.  =  ^Srateritum;  refl.  =  reflejibe^  58erb;  s.  =  <Sin- 
gtilar;  sb.  =  ©ubftanttd;  @t.  =  ©tabt;  st.  =  ftatl;  j«//.  =  ©u^erlatiu ;  t/.  =  SJerfc;  V.  =  Ser§; 
berf.  =  berfafjte;  t/^.  =  SSerBatfubftantib;  3.  =  311,  aunt-  —  AuOerdem  1st  zu  beachten,  daC 
im  Glossar  die  Buchstaben  i  und  u  im  Texte  (wo  sie  konsonantische  Geltung  haben)  der 
Anordnung  wegen  durch  J  und  v  ersetzt  worden  sind,  und  dafi  die  Parenthesen  solche 
Buchstaben  umschliefien,  welche  gelegentlich  lauten  konnen  oder  geschrieben  werden, 
aber  auch  fortfallen  durfen.  —  Vgl.  auch  Einleitung  §  21. 


A  1.  inter j.  afy!  Ija!  2.  prp.  (fiir  in,  on) 
in,  an  ujto.  (§.  S3.  a-bedde  p  85ett,  a- 
nyght  nacijt^,  a-morwe  morgenS);  an 
(oor  SSof.  u.  h.,  j.  SB.  an-heigh  oben); 
3.  unbeft.  2lrt.  it.  Ba^In?.,  an  (&or  s-8oi 
it.  h)  em  uftt).;  (bor  3a^)0  sttua,  jo. 

aas  sft.  ©ing  (28utfel|>tel). 

abak  adv.  guxiicf. 

abasshed,  abaysed,  abayst  ppt.  beftitrgt, 
berirtrrt,  6efd)dmt. 

abedde  f.  a. 

abegge  y.  (teuer)  er!aufen,  bega^Ien,  bitten; 
ttgl.  abeye. 

a-begged  #p*.  [?]  betteln  (ge^en). 

abeye,  abye  f.  abegge;  abo(u)ghte  pt.t 
aboght  ppt. 

abhomynable  adj.  abfc^eulic^,  tt)ibe_rtoartig. 

abhomynacioun  sb.  Stbf^eu,  Slbfc^eult^)- 

ablucion  sb.  $8afd)iing.  [feit. 

aboght(e)  f.  abeye. 

abood  sb.  Stufentfyalt,  SSer^ug. 

aboute  1.  prp.  urn,  tyeritm  ufto.  2.  ac?z?.  I)er* 
urn,  ber  (Rettje  nacf);  im  33egriff ;  guftanbe. 

abregge  ^&.  ab(ber-)!iir§en. 

abreyde(n)  v.  errta^en,  auffa^ren;  a- 
brayde  pt. 

abroche(n)  v.  an§a£fen. 

abroad  adv.  auSgebrettet. 


abusioun  sb.  -Dttpraurf),  Sdiifdfiung,  Sor^ett. 
abyden  st.  v.  toarten,  er(ab*)tt?arten;  bul- 

ben;  bertoetfen,  bleiben,  an^alten;  gururf* 
abye  f.  abegge.  [treten. 

Abygail  f.  I.  ©am.  25. 
accident  s&.^ibenS  (ba3 

anberung. 
accidie  sb.  Xrdgfyett. 
accomplice  v.  erfullen,  bottenben. 
ac(c)ord  sb.  (StnHang,  (Sintrad^t;  SSertrag, 

SSebtngung;  falle   of  a.  einrtrittigen.   - 

accorde(n)  v.  ftimmen  (p),  ^affen;  be 

-ed  gufttmmen. 

ac(c)ordaunt  adj.,  prp.  ^affenb,  gemd^. 
ac(c)ounte(n)  v.  bere(|nen;  betrad)ten. 
achaat  sb.  ©infauf .  —  achatour  sb.  SMufer. 
Acheloys  SlcJjelouS  (giufegott). 
acheve(n)  v.  bollenben. 
Achitophel  ^ttoto^el  (II.  ©am.  15). 
acquitaunce  sb.  Duittung,  (gntlajfiingSfdjetn. 
acquite  refl.  jtcf)  ertocifcn. 
actes  sb.pl.  SCftcn,  SSertc^te;  ®efci)icf)te. 
actueel  adj.  U)ir!Iic^;  |3erj6nli(f). 
acustumaunce  sb.  Qtetoolmfyeit ;  hadde  of 

a.  pflegte. 

adamant  sb.  ©ifenftein;  ®emant. 
adawed  adj.  (ppt.) 
Adoon 
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adoun  —  amys. 


adoun  adv.  fytnab,  nieber. 
adrad  ppt.  erfdjrectt;  be   a.  fid)  fiird)ten 
Adriane  Slriabne.  [(f.  drede). 

adversarie  adj.  feinblidj;  sb.  ©egner. 
advertence  s&.2lufmer!fam!eit;  S3efinmmg. 
afered  (aferd)   ppt.  erfcfjredt,  erfdjrocfen; 

be  a.  fid)  fiirdjten,  erfdjreden. 
affeccioun  sb.  ©efftljl,  -fteigung,  Seiben-- 
affile(n)  ».  gldtten.  [fcrjaft. 

affray  sb.  ©djreden;  Sdtm,  ©treit;  -e(n) 

r.  erfdjreden. 
affright  ppt.  erfdjredt. 
after  prp.  nad),  gemtijj,  auf ;  a.  oon  gleidj- 

mdfcig;    adv.  nacrjfjet,  aBbalb,  fogleidj; 

a.  (that)  cow/,  (je)  nad) bent. 
afyre  adv.  in  S3ronb. 
agaste(n)  v.  erfdjteden;  agaste  pt.  (refl.); 

agast  ppt.   erfcrjredt,   bedngftigt;  be  a. 

fiirdjten,  fid)  bangen. 
agayn(s)  prp.   gegen,    ttriber,    entgegen; 

(nafje,  gerabe)  dor;  fiir;  adv.  nrieber. 
agilte(n)  v.  unred)t  tun,  fid)  bergefyen  (an), 
ago(n)  ppt.  (fort)gegangen,  fort,  bafyn,  t»er^ 

gangen,  berfd)iDiinben;  adv.  toor  (f.goon). 
agregge(n)  v.  erfdjtoeren,  bergrb'^ern. 
agreved  ppt.  erprnt,  befrimmert. 
agrief  adv.  511  Bergen  (nefymen). 
agryse(n)  v.  (er)[d)aubern;  fid)  frummcn. 
aiel  sb.  dJro^ater,  Wyci. 
aketoun  sb.  ^anger^entb. 
al  prn.  all,    gang;   alle  dat.  s.  &  pi.,  aller 

gen.  pl.}   aitd)    alder   (alderfirst,    alder- 
best,  etc.);  al  and   som,  alle  and  some 

jeber  etnjige,  in^gcfamt.  —  adv.  gang; 

al  redy  gang  berett,  fertig.  —  conj.  (and) 

al  be  [it])  obgleid). 
alambik  sb.  2)eftinier?olben. 
alaunt  sb.  2)ogge. 
alayes  sb.  pi.  3ufa 
albificacioun  sb.  SSei^en,  ^nrififatton. 
Alceste  SHceftfc,    ^onigin   in  Stjeffalien; 

bgl  L.  G.  W.  432,  etc. 
Alcione  2ttct)one  (Ov.,  Met.  XI,  410 ff.); 

tigl  B.  D.  65  ff. 
alday  adv.  imnter,  beftdnbig. 
aider  f.  al. 

Aldrian  (ober  Aldiran):  feller  6tern  im 
alenge  adj.  elenb.  [,,Son)en". 

ale-stake  sb.  $ier!rans  (28irt^au^geid)en). 
aleye  sb.  ®affe;  SSanmgang. 
Alfonce  ^etrn§  Sll^onft,  f^an.  ©eldjrter, 

getaufter  ^ube  (urn  1100),   berf.  eDis- 

ciplina  clericalis'. 
algate(s)  adv.  jebenfal^,  fretltd),  jebergett. 


Algazir  Sflgefwa,  erobert  1344. 
alighte(n)  v.  abfteigen,    fic^   nieberlaffen  ; 

alighte  pt.',  alight  ppt. 
Alisaundre  1.  Sllejanber  b.  ©roye.  2.  ?[te- 

janbria  (erob.  1356). 
Alison:  granenname. 
alkamystre  sb.  2ttd)emift. 
Alia:  tontg  ».  Selra  (560—588). 
alliance  sb.  SSunb,  Settoonbtfc^aft,    6^e. 
allowthe  =  allowe  thee  (id))  geftetje  bir  ju, 


allye   sb.  ^Bertoanbter,  ^reunb;  -e(n)  r. 

(lid))  berbinben,  beriuanbt  toerben;  -ied 

ppt.  befreunbet. 
Almageste  sb.  SHntageft,  aftron.  SSerl  b. 

^8toTemau3  (f.  b.)  in  arab.  ttberfejjung. 
almesse  sb.  SCfotofen,  S5arm^ergigfeit;  al- 

mesdede  sb.  Siebe§n>cr!. 
almest  adv.  betnalje,  faft. 
Alnath  sb.:  feller  ©tern. 
Alocen  ^agen,  arab.  Stftronom  (11.  3^.)- 
(a)long  on  prp.  tuegen,  infolge  bon. 
als,  also,  al  so,  adv.  &  conj.  fo,  ebenfo, 

fo  ma^r  ftrie,  ebenfalB,  and).    SSgt.  as. 
alswa  adv.  dial  =  also. 
alyght  f.  alight. 
I  Alys  ,,®3d)en". 

!  alyve  adv.  lebenbig;  im  Seben,  ^inieben. 
!  amadrides  sb.  pi.  .'pamabrtyaben. 
!  ambes  as  sb.  StopJJeletnS  (SSiirfel). 
I  amblere  sb.  3^Iter;  ambil  sb. 

amblyng  ppr.;  wel  a.  em  gnter 

ganger. 
Ambros    Slmbrofiu^  S5ifd)of  t).  SJlailanb, 

f  397.*) 
amende(n)  v.  beffern,  fbrbern,  iibertmnben, 

iibertreffen,  er^d^en;  -dement  sb.  @rfa£, 

S3u^e;  -dere  sb.  ^erme^rer,   -in,  §dr* 

berer,  ^in. 

amenuse(n)  v.  bcrmmbern,  berringern. 
amerciment  sb.  ©elbbufcc. 
ameve(n),  -moe-,  v.  betpegt,  erregt  fein. 
amiddes  adv.  in  ber  9#itte. 
amoneste(n)  v.  erma^nen,   mafyten    ju; 

-yng(e)  vsb.  (Srmatjnung. 
amorous  adj.  fcerliebt;  a.  loue  $8erliebt« 

^eit,  ge[»^Ied)tl.  Siebe. 
amorvve  adv.  be3  3}Jorgen§. 
amounte(n)  v.  bebeuten. 
Amphjon  2(m|)t)ion  (©anger). 
Amphiorax  2frnpl)taraii§  (®ei)er). 
amyable  adj.  frennblid),  ,,f)eilfam". 
amys  adv.  fe^I,  faljc^;  doon  (fare)  a.  f  ei)I= 

geljen,  ficr)  berfe^Ien. 


*)  Stellennachweise  aus  den  Kirchenviitern  s.  in  Skeats  Ausgabe. 


an  —  as. 
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an  ).  a. 

ancle  sb. 

and  conj.  unb;  toenn,  felbftiuenn;  freiltdi; 

a.  that  unb  stoar. 
anes  adv.  dial,  einmal. 
Angelas  (ad  virginem):  alte  ^^mnc. 
angle  sb.  SSinlei;  (aftrol.)  $au3. 
anguissous  adj.  angftboll,  betriibt. 
angwissh  sb.  5lngft,  Summer, 
anhange(n)  v.  aufl)dngen,  Ijenfen. 
anientisse(n)  v.  berniditen. 
anlaas  sb.  Soldjmeffer. 
annexed  ppt.  eng  berbunben. 
annueleer  adj.  jdfyrlidj;  preest  a.  $nnualar 

(b.  jafjrl.  ©eelenmeffen  Iteft). 
annunciat  ppt.  Dormer  berftinbet. 
anon  adv.  gleid),  fogleid);  a.  right  ftradS; 

a.  rightes  gleidj  barauf. 
anoy  sb.  Serbrufc;  Dual,  Seib;   -e(n)   v. 

berbriefjen,  drgern,  fdjdbtgen;  -ful,  -ous 

adj.  Idftig,  drgerlid). 
Anselmus:    ©rgbifdjof   bon    (Eanterbitrt)*) 

(1033-1109). 

antheme  sb.  3&ed)felgefang,  ©tymne. 
Antheus  9fotfiu§  (9tiefe). 
Ant(h)iochus  1.  31.  ©pipfianeS,  176—164. 

2.  romanljafter  Sonig  (V.  4502). 
antiphoner  s&.  ©efangbud). 
Antony  SlntontuS;  fyr  of  seint  A.  SRotfauf, 
any  trgenbein;  as  a",  hrie  nur. 
anyght  adv.  beg 
aornement  sb. 

a-paas  ac?y.  im  ©d^ritt,  fiirba§. 
apaise(n)  ?'.  befdnfttgen  (f.  apese). 
ap(p)al(l)ed  ppt.  etbletdit,  bleid^;  fat)I;  fd)al. 
apay(e)d  jpp«.  befriebigt,  belo^nt;  yuele  a. 

beleibigt,  gelrdnft,  ge[d)dbigt;  been  y.  a. 

ubelnefymen. 
ape  sb.  Slffc,  S^arr;  putte  an  a.,  etc.  jum 

barren  mad>en;  wyn  a.  5lffenrt)ein. 
ap(p)eere  f.  appiere(n), 
aperceyve(n)  v.  bemerfen;  -ynges  vsb.  58e- 

obod)titngen. 

apert  adj.  offen,  offenbar. 
apertene(n)  v.  gefjorett,  gebii^ren,  ange^en. 
apertinent  adj.  ge^ortg. 
apese(n)  v.  befdnftigen. 
apeyre(n)  v.  fc^dnben,  fdjmdtjen,  berberben. 
apiked  ppt.  auSftaf fieri. 
apostle  sb.  5Ipoftel:  meift  ^5auIuS. 
apoynte(n)  v.    beftimmen;   reft.  \\$  ent- 


apparaille  sb.  $11  jj;  -e(n)  v.  riiften,  fteiben, 

pbereiten;  -yng(e)  vsb.  3uruftung. 
apparence  sb.  Srfd)einung,  Xrugbiib. 
appetit  sb.  ^Segierbe,  finft. 


appiere(n),  -eer-,  v.  crfc^einen,  fid)  seigeu. 
Appollpnius:   t^wHoiHttS  to.  SijruS,  $elb 

e.  fpdtgrted).  JRomon^. 
appreued  ppt.  erprobt. 
approwour  sb.  5lngeber,  Xenun^iant. 
ar  f.  arn. 

arace(n)  v.  entreifcen. 
archiwyves  sb.  pi.  Sernttieiber. 
ar(r)ette(n)  v.  anred>nen,  ait^Iegen  ate;  an* 

!(agen  (vp-on). 

arewe  adv.  in  einer  9Retf)e,  nac^einanber; 
areyse(n)  v.  erfyeben.  [f.  rewe  2. 

argoille  sb.  rotjer  SSeinftein. 
Argus :  fyunbertdugtger  2Bdd)tcr,  Don  9Jier!ur 

in  @d)Iaf  Derfenft  (Ov.  Met.  I,  624  ff). 
aright  adv.  red)t,  ridjtig,  genait,  gerabe. 
arise(n)  st. v.  fid)  erfyeben,  etc.;  arist  3.  s.pr. 

=  ariseth. 

Aristoclides :  Xtymmt  Don  Drd)omeno§. 
Aristotle  3IriftoteIeg    (im   501.91.   uut   au§ 

lat.  u.  arab.  Duellen  befannt). 
ark  sb.  SSogen,  58at)n  (b.  ©onne). 
armee  sb.  Srieg^sug. 
armes  pi.  SSaffen;  (all  s.)  SSaffenroc!. 
armonyak  adj.  ammonia!*;  boole  a.  S3erg= 
Armorik(e)  2trmori!a.  [blaii. 

armurer  sb.  SSaffcnfdimieb. 
armypotente  adj.  njaffenmddittg,  ftrettbar. 
arn  pi.  pr.  bon  be(e). 
Arnold:  21.  bon  $ilieneitbe,  franj.  Slrgt  u. 

2ltd)^miftf  f  ca.  1313. 
Arpies  pi.  $)arbt)en. 
ar(r)ay  sb.  feriiftung,  Slulftattung;  Met- 

bung;  ©ebd'cl;  SBorrat;  ®erdt;  3uftan^r 

Sage,  ^altung;  ^5run!;  -e(n)  v.  au§rilften, 

auSjiatten,  Keiben;  anorbnen,  einrid^ten. 
ar(r)eest  sb.  ©aft,  ^)a!t;  @tft|c  (f.  San^en); 

make  a.  feftliatten. 
arrerage  sb.  SRitrfftanb. 
ars  metrik  sb.  $lrttf)tnctt!,  9led)enfunft. 
art  sb.  Sunft,   ^unftgrtff,   SRittcl;   aSiffcn- 

ft^aft,  ^egriff  ufm.;  V.  6262:  Ars  ama- 

toria,  5)td)tung  Dotol. 
artelries  sb.  pi.  2Burfmafd)tnen. 
Arthemesie  Slrtemifia  (©atttnb.  9J?aufoIu§). 
artificial  adj.   fiinftlid);  a.   day  mtttlerer 

Xag  (©onnenaufgang  bi§  *untergang). 
artovv  =  art  thou. 
arwe  sb.  $fetf. 
as  adv.  u.  conj.  fo,  h)ie,  glcicf);  ol§,  aI3 

baft;  al§  aud);  (bei«m^.)  bttte,  bod);  (b. 

3ettbeft.)  eben,  fitr;  in  anbetrac^t,  in  be= 

$ug  auf  (as  to);  as  in  this  caas  bie^mal, 

je^t,    fjter;   as    that  fobalb   al§;    (rel.) 

tueld)er. 
as  sb.  f.  aas. 
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ascaunce(s)  —  awayt. 


ascaunce(s)  adv.  ettoa,  all  ob. 
ascencioun  sb.  Sfoffteigen,  ^ufgang; 

biinftung. 
ascendent  sb.  9uf0oti0tywn&  ($unft   im 

SierfreiS,  ber  in  e.  getoiffen  $ugenbltd 

iiber  b.  ^otigont  fteigt);  §oroffop. 
ashamed  ^>/tf.  gefdjdnbet,  befd)impft. 
aslake(n)  v.  finfen;  befdnftigen. 
asonder  adv.  auSeinanber. 
aspect  sfc.  (afttol.)  Panetenftettung,  $]>e!t. 
assaut  s&.  Slngriff,  (Sturm, 
assay  sb.  SSerfudj,   ^robe;  -e(n)  v.   ber* 

fuclen,  priifen. 
assege(n)  v.  belagern. 
assemble(n)   v.    Derfammeln,   bereinigen; 

(gefd)Ied)tl.)  berfefjren;  -ee,  -yng  $er!el)r. 
assent  sb.  guftimmung,  23etyffid)tung;  by 

oon  a.  einftimmig,  einfyettig;  of.,  a.  im 

SSunbe;  -e(n)  v.  jufttmmen,  eintoittigen, 

gufrieben  fein  (mit). 
asseureth  [.  assure(n). 
asshe  sb.  Slfdje;  asshen  pi. 
assise  sb.  @c|hnirgericf)t. 
assoyle(n)  sb.  auf tofen,  erlofen ;  ab]~otoieren; 

-yng  vsb.  5lb[olutton. 
Assuer(e),  -us  SfljaSber. 
ass(e)ure(n)  v.  (ber)[icf)ern,  @ic£)erf)eit  bieten. 
asterte(n)  t>.  entrinnen,  entfdtfttpfen;  astert 

ppt. 
astoned,  -led  ppt.  betaitbt,  ge(al)mt;  er^ 

[taunt. 

astored  ppt.  berforgt,  berfe^en. 
astrelabie  sb.  Slftrolabium  (§o^enmejjer  b. 

©eftirne). 

astrologien  sb.  5lftrolog,  (Sternbeuter. 
astronomye  sb.,   fcerb.    astromye;  5lftro= 

nomie,  $ftrologie. 
aswage(n)  v.  befdnftigen,  mitbern. 
aswowne  adv.  in  £)^nmad)t. 
at  prp.  an,  §u,  bei,  narf),  toon,  in  93e5ug  anf. 
atake(n)  st.  v.  etn^olen. 
Atazir  sb.  ubler  ©nflufe  (e.  ^laneten). 
aton  adv.  einig,  gufammen;  -es  «f?v.  fo= 

gleicf),  pglei^. 

atrede(n)  v.  im  9fate  iibertreffen. 
atrenne  v.  im  Saufe  iibertreffen. 
attame(n)  v.  in  Slngrtff  ne^men. 
atte  =  at  the. 

at(t)emperaunce  sb.  SOldBtgung,  3Jidfeig!eit. 
at(t)empre(n)  v.  md^igen;  -ee   adj.,   -ly 

adv.  md^ig,  ma^oH. 
atteyne(n)  v.    erreicEjen,   be!ommen    (to), 

gelangen. 

atthamaunt  sb.  =  adamant. 
Attheon  OTfton  (Ov.,  Met.  Ill,  138 ff.). 
attry  adj.  Derbittert, 


atwo  adv.  ent^mei. 

atwynne  adv.  'auSemanber,  getrennt. 

atyr  sb.  Metbung. 

auctoritee  sb   Soltma^t,    5ln[e^en;   2tu* 

toritdt. 

auctour  s&.  SSctfaffer,  Ur^eber. 
audience  sb.  ©e^or;  ®et)drrt)eite  ;  ®egen* 

toatt;  (dffentlic^e)  '^er[ammtung. 
auditour  sb.  Sporer;  Sfiebifor,   S^erfinung^ 

priifer. 
aught  prn.  etoa§;  S3eji^tum;   adv.  etroa; 

)•  oght. 

augrym-stones  sb.pl.  SHecijenftetne. 
Augustyn  5tuguftinu§,    S3t[d)oj   gu  £>ippo 

(354—430);    berf.:    eDe    civitate    Dei5, 

T)e  vera  poenitentia''  u.  a.  ©djriften.*) 
auncetrye  s6.  tiorne^me  §er!unft,  gute 
auntre(n)  v.  n?agen.  [gamttie. 

auntrous  adj.  abenteuerli^,  it>ag|aljig. 
Aurelian  rom.  Saifct  (270—75). 
Austyn  $ugufiinu§  ([.  o.). 
auter  sb.  2lltar. 
avail  le(n)  imps,  nii^en. 
avale(n)  v.  abgiefyen. 
avantage   sb.   SSortctI,    a<y.   borteil^aft; 

doon  his  a.  feinen  SSorteil  fudjen. 
avaunce(n)  v.  forbern,  forberlid)  fein,  ^elfen. 
avauntsfe.  ^raljlerei;  make  a.  fic^  rii^men, 

briiften;  -e(n)   v.   beggl.;  -yng(e)   »»6. 


aventaille  s&.  ^elmgitter,  ^ifier. 
aventure  s&.  5lbenteuer,  Sufoll, 

®efdji(f;  ©efa^r;  per  a.  jufollig,  t>ieHeid)t 

()".  paraunter)  ;  take  .  .  a.  b.  SSorteil  toa^r* 

ne^men. 
Averrois  2foerroe'3,  arab.  $^ltofort  (I126 

bi§  98). 
avow  sb.  (Miibbe;  make  a.  geloben  Jc^tDo- 

ren;  -e(n)  v.  geloben;  (offentlic^)  befannt 

madden. 
avowtier  sb.  (S^ebredier;  -trye  sb.  (Stye* 

brud),  Unjust. 
avoy  *w^r/.  ^fm! 
Avycen    3lt)icenna    ob.    ^bn=<Sina,    arab. 

$I)tto)"o#)  u.  Sftjt  (980—1037):  f.  canon. 
avys  sfe.  Slot,  ttberlegung,  9JJeinung;  -e(n) 

refl.   ad)tgeben;   anfdjaiten;    fid)   l)itten, 

borfe^en;  iiberlegen,  bebenfen;  -ed  ppt. 

bebad^t,  t?orfid)tig;  -ely  adv.  be§gl,  tuotjt 

iiberlegt;  -ement  sb.  iibertegung. 
avysioun  sb.  $ifion,  ©efid)t. 
award  sb.  Urteil;  -e(n)  v.  befttmmen,  iiber* 

toeifen. 
awayt  sb.   §ut,    Dbf)itt,    £>ba*t;    Saner, 

§interf)att;  -e(n)  v.    marten   (auf),  auf* 
*/  beobad)ten. 


awen  —  bere(n). 
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awen  dial.  =  ow(e)n. 

a-werk(e)  adv.    cm§    SSet!;    sette  a.    be* 

fdjaftigen. 
aweye  «<&>.  fort,  abtuefenb;  irre;  away- 

ward  arfy.  gur  ©die. 
awreke(n)  v.  rddjen;  awreke,  awroken  ppt.; 

be  a.  fid)  rdcfyen. 
axe(n)  v.  =  aske(n);    a.  at  jem.  befragen 

(nad)),  bitten  (um);  -yng  vsb.  ©efud). 
ay  adv.  immer,  ftet§. 
ayeyn  f.  agayn. 


Ba  v.  fiiffen. 

baar  f.  bere(n). 

Babilan  S3abtjlonier,  *in.  —  Babiloigne 

23abt)Ion. 
bacheler,-chil-,s&.  3un!er,  ©efett,  Sung* 

gefell;    SBaccotoureuS;    -elrye  (-U-)  s&. 

3un!erfd)aft,  lunger  9tbel. 
bacyn  sb.  ©djiiffel. 
bacon    sfc.    (Sped,    gerdud>erte3    ^feifd) 

(V.6000:  afe©egenfafc  311  frifdjemftleifd)). 
badde  a#.  fd)Iedjt,  fdjltmm,  bofe ;  -er  comp. 
baillif,  -y,  sb.  Sftentbogt. 
baite(n)  v.  toeiben;  (on)  fid)  nci^ren  bon. 
bakbite(n)  v.  berfewnben. 
bake-mete  sb.  $aftete. 
Baldeswelle  SSalb^roell  (Drt  i.  SRorfoH). 
bale  sb.  Seib, 
balled  adj. 
Balthasar 

bane  s&.  SSer^cingntg, 
banes  dial.  —  bones. 
Barbaric  S5arborenlanb. 
barbre  sb.  S3arbar. 
bar(e)  1.  adj.  blojj,  bitrftig,  leer; 

2.  pt.  f.  bere(n). 
bareyne  adj.  bar,  burr,  obe,  unfrud^tbar. 
barm  sb.  ©djofj;  b.  -clooth  sb.  @d)ur§e. 
Barnabo :  S3.  SSiScontt,  §ergog  b.  SRailanb 

(t  1385). 

baronage  sb.  $reif)errnftcmb,  -fd>oft 
barre  1.  «6.  barren,  ©treifen.  2.  v.  ftreifen. 
Basilic  SSafiliug  b.  ©rofje,  SSifd^of  t>.  ®a- 

farea  (^ird)entjaterr  324—79).*) 
basilikok  *6.  SSafilte!  (fabelf)aft). 
bataille  s&.  ftom^f;  -ed  ppt.  gegadt. 
baude,  -aw-,  sb.  ^u^j^jler,  =in;  -erye  sb. 

ftuWelei,  Unfeuf^^eit. 
baudy  aof/.  fdjmu^tg. 
bawdryk  sb.  6d)ultergurt. 
Bayard:  ^Sferbename. 
bayte  f.  baite. 
be  f.  aud)  bi- 
bechen  adj.  bud)en. 


bed  sb.  SBett,   58eet;   humble  b.  nieberer 

©tanb;  bedde  dat.,  f.  a-;  -dyng(e)  rs&. 

Sager;  -rede  adj.  bettldgerig,  fd)tt?er  fcanf. 
bede  ppt.  f.  bidde. 
bedes  sb.  pi.  23etfdjmite. 
be(e)  f.  been 
be(e)de  st.  v.  (an)bieten,  gebieten;  bede  pt.; 

bode(n)  ppt. 
beek  sb.  (Sdjnabel. 
beel(e)  (frj.)  fd)5n;  b.  amy  guter  ^reunb; 

-e  cheere  freunbltdje  ^8eh)trtung;    bele 

chose  fc^oneg  $)tng  (tueibl.  ©c^ant). 
beem  sft.,  pi.  bemes  1.  S3alfen.  2.  ©tra^t; 

bgl.  beme. 
befe)n,  be(n)  1.  v.  fein,  beftefyen;  be(e)th 

pi.  pr.  &  impt.;  be(e)n,  be(e),  auc^  ybe, 

ppt.    2.  pi.  t>.  bee,  SSiene  (aud)  bees), 
beer  f.  bere. 
beere  sb.  33afyre. 
be(e)st  1.  s&.  £ter,  S8ie^.     2.  best  5M^/. 

SU  bet. 
beete(n)  v.  au^beffern,  abfjelfen;  anfad)en; 

bette  pt. ;  bgl.  bete. 
be(e)th  f.  been. 
beggestere  sb.  SBettlct,  *in. 
bekke(n)  v.  nirfen. 
bele  f.  beel. 

belle  sb.  ©lode  (V.  709:  SBirtSfymS). 
Belmarye  ^8almt)ra?    SSenamarin? 
bely  sb.  1.  SBaud);  6.  -naked  fplitternadt. 

2.  SBIafcbalg. 

beme  s6.  3utfenr  dgl.  beem. 
bende(n)  v.  btegen,  f^annen;  beme  pt.; 

bent  ppt.,  gebogen,  gemolbt;  f.  bent. 
bendyng(e)  vsb.  ?5erfet)en  mit  @d)ragftretfen 
bene  sb.  $of)ne.  [(-bat!en). 

benedicite(e)  inter j.  (berKirgtf^r.  bendiste) 

bei  ©ott !  ©ott  bepf,  ©.  bctoo^tc,  ©.  f)etf  e ! 
Benedight:  S5enebift  bon  ^urfia,  ©riinber 

b.  9Kdn^§orben  (529). 
benefice  sb.  $friinbe. 
Beneit  23enebu%  f.  o. 
bent  sb.,  -e  dat.  Slbfyang;  f.  bende 
benysoun  sb.  ©egen. 
berd  sb.  33art;  make  a  b.  e.  gotof  (S3art) 

bre^en,  tdufdien. 
bere  sb.  S3dr. 
bere(n)  s^.  v.  tragen,  ertragen;  gebdren; 

fto^en,  »erfen;  refl.]i<fy  bene^men,  ^alten; 

(witnesse)   ablegen;   ba(a)r,    beer  pt.; 

boren,    (y)born,    (y)bore  ppt.,    borne, 

(y)bore/?cR;  b.  on  hond(e)  (fdlfd^ttd)) 

an!lagen,    bormerfen,    einreben,    n;et§= 

mad)en;  b.  doun  unterbritden,  hJtberlegen; 

born(e),    (y)bore    (aud))    bon  ©eburt; 

f.  soore. 
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berme  —  blyve. 


berme  sb.  93drme. 

Bernard  1.  23.  ®orboniu§,  beriifynter 

$rof.  in  ajtontyeilter  (14.  fti).).  2.  (St.  S3ern* 

ijorb  (b.  (Elairbau?  (1091-1153);   berf. 

'Sermones'  it.  a. 
bern(e)  sb.  Sdjeime. 
Berwyk:    Berwick-on-Tweed  ,  norblid)fte 

(St.  ©nglanbS. 

berye  1.  *&.  33eere.  2.  -e(n),  -ie  r.  begraben. 
best  f.  beest. 
bet  (cwcf)  bettre)  «<&?.  co»»p.  bejjer;  go  b. 

gef)  rafdj.;  b.  than  wel  nod)  mefjr. 
bete(n)  st.  v.  fdjlagen,  fdjmieben;  bette,  pt. 

(y)bet(e)n,  (y)bet  ppt.;    bgl.   beet(e)n. 
beth  f.  bee(n). 
bever  sb.  $tber. 
Beves:  SBebi3  bon  Spamtoun,  £elb  e.  megl. 


beye(n),  bye(n)  «>.  faufen;   erfaufcn,  be* 

Safylen;  erlo[cn;  bo(u)ghte  pt.  (y)boght 
bi-  f.  aud)  by  —  [ppt. 

bibbed  ppt.  eingefogen,  -gefdjliirft 
bibled  ppt.  mit  SBIut  bebedt. 
bicched[?]  bones  tnodjel  (gum  SSurfel- 
biclappe(n)  f.  fartgen.  [f^iel). 

bidaffed  ppf.  betort. 
bidde(n)  s^.  v.  bitten,  beten;  gebieten;  bit, 

biddeth  3.  s.  pr.  ;  bad  pi.  ;  bede(n)  pp^.; 

bgl.  beede. 

bifalle(n)  ««.  v.  gef^e^cn;  bifel,  bifil  p^. 
bifor(e)n,  bifo(o)re  prp.  bor;   «rf».  born, 

borcm;  im  5Borbert)au^t  (V.  1876);  bor* 


,  . 

bigete(n)  st.  v.  ergeugen,  inf.  &  ppt. 
bigiler  sb.  SSerfu^rer. 
bigon  ppt.  umgeben;   wel  b.  tco^Igemut, 

wo  b.  fttefjerfiillt. 
bigonne  f.  u. 
bigynne(n)  st.  v.  beginnen;  bigan  pt.]  bi 

gonne  2.  s.  &  pi.  pt.  ;  bigonne  ppt. 
bihalve  (dot.  =  auf  (Seiten);  on  .  .  b.  urn 


biheeste  sb.  SBerfjeifeung, 

biheete(n),   -hoote(n)   in.  v.  berfyetfeen, 

berfpre(f)en;  bihighte  pt.,  bihight  ppt. 
biholde(n)  st.  v.  erbliden;  arfjtgeben  (auf); 


bihote  f.  biheete. 

bihove(n)  v.  ge^iemen,  gebul)ten;  -ly  adj. 

angemeffen;  (f.  boes). 
biknowe(n)  st.  v.  be!ennen;  biknewe  pt. 
bileve  1.  sb.  Qilaube,  ©Iauben^be!enntnt§; 

2.  -(n)  v.  a)  glaiiben,  b)  Weiben. 
bille  sb.  B^ttel,  SSittfc^tift;  b.  of  somonce 

SUorlabung^befe^I;  b.  of  Venus  werkes 

SiebeSbrieflein. 


Bilyea  SSilta,  ©emapn  b. 

(fiegte  260  b.  (&)r.). 
biquethe(n)  st.  v.,  inf.  &  ppt.  betlet^eu, 

bererben. 
bireve(n)    v.   rauben,    betaiiben;    birafte 

(-refte)  pt.,  biraft  (-reued)  ppt. 
biseke(n)  v.  erfucfjen,  (on)fle^en;  bisoghte 
bis(e)mare  sb.  $o$n.  [pL 

bisette(n)  v.  bertuenb'eit,  einricE)ten;    ber= 

bringen,   anbringen,  je^en;   bisette   pt.; 

biset  ppt. 

biseye  ppt.  bon  2lu§[elf)en,  an^ufdjcmen. 
bishrewe(n)  v.  berrtjun^en,  berflutfjen. 
biside(s)  1.  prp.  neben;  of  b.  au§  ber  9Ja^e 

bon.  2.  adv.  nebenfyer. 
bjsie(n)  v.  fief)  bemiiljen. 
bisy  adj.  gefcfjaftig,  leb^aft,  eifrtg,  fltebfam; 

unru^tg,  bange;  -nesse  sb.  ©efdjaft,  J8e- 

fc^dftigung,  ©e[d^dftig!eit,  £dtig!ett,  (Jifct. 
bismotered  ppt.  be[d)mu|t. 
bispet  ppt.  befpteen  (bgl.  spetten). 
bistad  ppt.  bebro^t,  angfterfiillt. 
bit  f.  bidde. 
bitake(n)  st.  v.  iibetlaffen,  iiberhjeifen,  em^- 

fe^Ien;  bitook  pt. 
biteche(n)  v.  iibergeben,  mei^en. 
bithenke(n),  bithynken,  v.  bebenfen,  er^ 

benfen,  reft,  itberlegen;    bithoght  ppt. 
bitore  sb.  ^o^rbommeL  [bebarf)t. 

bitrayse(n),  bytraye(n)  v.  berraten. 
bityae(n)  v.  gefdjeJjen,  guftofjen;  bitid[de] 
bitynge  f.  byte.  [PP^ 

biwreye(n)   v.  offenbaren,  berraten;   bi- 

wreyd  ppt. 
(a-)blakeberyed    ppt.    [?]    5Brombeeren 

juc^en,  in  b.  ^rre,  b.  ,^-t^ten"  (ge^en). 
blaked  ppt.  gefcfinjQr^t. 
blandise(n)  o.  fdjntetdjeln. 
blankmanger  sb.  ©a^nenjpeife. 
blasphemour  sb.  Sdfterer. 
Blee:  Blean  Forest  (§iiget  beiSanterburt)}. 
blende(n)  v.  blenben,  tfiufdjen;  blentep^.; 

(y)blent  ppt. 
blere(n) v.  triiben,  blenben;  -ed  is  thyn(e)ye 

bit  tDirft  i)tntergangen. 
blew  1.  adj.  blau;  2.  pt.  b.  blowe(n). 
bleynte  pt.  b.  blenche(n)  ftu^en,  auffa^ren, 

guriidf^redEen;  (y)bleynt  ppt. 
blis(se)  sb.  $eil,    ^ludfeligfeit;    ^radjt; 

-ful  adj.  gliidfeltg,  fegen^reid);  -sse(n) 

v.  fegnen. 

blondre(n)  v.  tyerwntappen,  ftolpern. 
blosme  sb.  SSIilte;  -(n)  v.  bliifjen;    -my 

adj.  bliitenreid). 
blynne(n)  v.  anf^oren. 
blyve  adv.  fd)Ieunig(ft). 


bobance  —  broste. 
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bobance  sb. 

Bobbe-up-and-down    ,,£>op»    auf    unb 

nieber",  D.  ain  often  SBege  Don  bonbon 

n.  Canterbury  jefct  £elb  [?]. 
boce  «&.  ©efdjimtlft;  f.  boos. 
bocher  sb.  ©djl&djter. 
bode(n)  p/tf.  f.  beede. 
body  *b.  Setb,  Sorter;  ^erfon;  §aupttcil. 
Boece  SBoettjiuS  (t  525);  tjerf.  'De  con- 

solatione  philosophise',  iiberf.  to.  Chaucer, 

it.  'De  musica'. 

boes  dial.,  3.  s.  pr.  gegiemi;  f.  bihove(n). 
boght(e)  f.  beye. 

Boghton  SBoitgfyton,  £>.  ndje  Canterbury, 
boistous  aa[;.  rauft,  berb;  -ly  adv.  ungeftum. 
bok(e)ler«6.  SRunbfdjilb ;  -e(n)  v.  anjdjnallen. 
boket  sb.  Cimer. 
bole  sb.  SSuII,  ©tier. 
bolle  &b.  <5a>le,  Siapf. 
Boloigne  1.  Boulogne  (V.465)  2.  bologna. 
bolt   «6.  SSoIgcn;    b.  upright   lang   au3- 

geftredt  (f.  upright), 
bomble(n)  v.  trommeln. 
bond  1.  sb.  $anb;  SSunb,  SSertrag;  $auber* 

fttoten.     2.  pt,  j.  bynde(n). 
bonde  sb.  ^nedjt,  Wiener,  ^in,  <3Habe,  =in; 

b.-folk    Seibeigenfd^aft;    b.-man    Setb* 
boole  f.  armonyak.  [eigener. 

boon   sb.  5lnoa)en;    bones  pl.'t  brent  b. 

33einicf)U)ar5;  V.  12252  berb.  au§  domini. 
boone  sb.  SBitte,  ©efud^;  ©abe,  ©unft. 
boor  «6.  @ber;  bores  ^c»t.  &  pi. 
boos  6-&.  93udel  (f.  boce). 
boost  sb.  ^ral)Ierei,  ^ufgeblojen^eit,  ©tolg; 

craketh  b.  pra^It  tout,  frafeelt;  -e(n)  r. 
boot  f.  byte(n).  [praf)Ien. 

boote  «fe.  1.  §ilfe,  ."peilung,  Sabfal;  do  b. 

toofjltim.    2.  ©tiefel. 
boras  sb.  93oraj. 
bord  sb.  Xafel;  $oft;  SSorb;  bigynne  the 

b.  b.  (giljrenpiafe  an  ber  2afel  einnel)men. 
bore(n)  j.  bere(n). 
borel,  bo-,  sb.  grobe§  3eu9J  ^Cum^cn"; 

—  adj.  ro^,  ungebilbet;  b.  man  Sate. 
borwe   1.  sb.  $fanb,  SSiirge.     2.  -(n)  t?. 

borgen. 

botel  sb.  1.  fjlafdje.    2.  SBiinbef. 
boterflye  sb.  8c^metterlmg. 
botme  sb.  SSobett. 
bough  sb.  gtoeig,  Sift;  bowes  pi. 
bouk  sb.  SBaud). 
bounde  1.  *&.  ©renge,  Stf)ran!e.  2.  p/«., 

f.  bynde. 

bountee  «6.  ©iite,  greunblidjfeit,  SBoljltat, 
bountevous  adj.  mopdtig.  [Sugenb. 
bour  sb.  Stitbe,  Hammer. 


j  bourde  1.  sb.  3pa£.    2.  -(n)  v.  fpoucu. 
bowe  *6.  93ogen;  f.  dogge.  —  bowes  f. 
bown  adj.  (ppt.)  bereit,  fertig.      [bough. 
boydekyn  sb.  XoIcT). 
boyste  sb.  93uc|[e. 
bracer  sb.  Sfrmfdjiene. 
Bradwardyn  St)omo§  93.,  ©rgbijcf).  D.ganter* 

burl)  (t  1349);  tierf.  'De  causa  Dei'. 
bragqt  sb.  3&ur3gebrau  (auS  S3iet  u.  SJlalj). 
brak  f.  breke. 
brasile  sb.  roter  gdrbeftoff 
j   brast  f.  breste(n). 
brat  sb.  Sappen,  ftleibungSftM, 

—  b.-ful  e.  @d)iir$e  boll. 
brawn  sb.  SMuSfel;  gleif^  (bef.  b.  ®bcr§). 
brede  1.  «6.  93reitc.   2.  -(n)  v.  brtiten,  auf- 

Stefyen;  bred  ppt. 
breech  sb.  (furge)  §ofe. 
breem  s&.  S3rnffe,  ^araufrfje  (?). 
breke(n)  st.  v.  bredjen,  unterbre<i)en;  brak 

pt.]  breeke  conjti\\    broke(n)  ppt.;    b. 

harm  fleine  fietben. 
brembul  sb.  ^Bufc^  mit  borntgen  SRanfcn; 

toilbe  9?ofe;  Srombeere. 
breme  adj.  &  adv.  fyeftig. 
bren  sb.  ^leie. 
brenne(n),  bry-  v.  berbremten,  brennen; 

brente,  brende  pt..  brent,  brend  ppt. 
brere  sb.  fcornjftaud)  ;  -s 
brest  s&.  f.  brist. 
brest(e)n^.  «.  berfte 

brest  3.  s.  pr.;  brast  5.,  broste(n),  bruste 

pi.  pt.;  brosten  ppt. 
bretful  adj.  ranbtoolf. 
bretherhede  sb.  93riiberjd)aft. 
brew  pt.  braute  (erfann). 
breyde(n)  v.  auf  fasten,  eriuac^en;  (t)erab)« 

gte^en;  breyde  pt.;  b.  out  of  his   wit 

berlor  ben  SSetftanb. 
bri-  f.  aud^  bry-. 
brid  (bryd)  sb.  SBogel  (bef.  juuger  55.);  (alS 

Siebfof.)  Sdubd^en;  parlement  of  briddes: 


;  -nesse 


brigge  sb.  ^Briicfe. 

bright  aef/.  lidjt,  blan!;  ^olb, 

sb.  ©lanj. 
brike  sb.  §al(e,  Scringe. 
brist,  brest  sb.  ^Britft;  b.  -plate  Sruftfjarmfcij. 
Brixseyde  SBrifc'S. 
brocage  5-6.  aWaflcrci,  ^u^^elei. 
brode  adv.  breit,   tucit;  beutlic^.    —  adj. 
Brok  «6.  ©aul  ($fcrbenatne?)        [brood. 
brokkynge  ppr.  trtllernb. 
Brom(e)holm  :  3lbtei  in  SWorfoIf. 
brond  sb.  SSranb, 
broste  f.  breste(n). 
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brotel  —  Cassidorie. 


brotel  adj.  gebred)lid),  tynfdttig,   ungut»et= 

Idffig;  -nesse  sb.  §infdHig!eit  it) ID. 
brother  sb.  SSruber,  ^reunb;  aud)  gen. 
brouded  ppt.  geftidt. 
browdyng  vsb.  ©tiderei. 
brouke(n)  v.  gebraudjen;  befallen. 
broyded  ppt.  geflodjten.  —  broyden  (brou 
ded?)  ppt.  geftidt. 
Brugges  33riigge. 
bruste  f.  breste(n). 
brustle  sb.  SSprfte. 
Brutus  Cassius:    fur  eine    $er[on   ge* 

f)alten(?)  V.  15393. 
brybe(n)  v.  ftefyten,  betriigen;    briberyes 

sb.  pi.  SDiebereien. 
bryd  f.  brid. 
brydel  sb. 

bryge  sb.  $anl,  <paber. 
brynge(n)  t>.  bringen;  brynges   3.  s.  pr. 

dial.]  broghte  pt.'  (y)broght  ppt. 
brynnen  ).  brennen. 
buf  inter j.  buff !  (beim  Sftutyfen). 
bugle-horn  sb.  93iiffetf)orn,  Srintfyorn. 
bukke  sb.  iSod;  blowe  the  -s  horn  =  fid) 

umfonft  bentufyen. 

bulte(n)  1.  v.  fieben.    2.  f.  buylde(n). 
Burdeux  33orbeau£.;  B.  -ward  nad)  S3. 
burdo(u)n  sb.  SSajj. 
burel  f.  borel. 
burgeys  sb.  SBiirger. 

burned  ppt.  glangenb,  blan!,  fdjimmernb. 
Burnel:    'Burnellus    seu    speculum    stul- 

torum'  v.  Nigel  Wirreker  (12.  $).)• 
burthe,  by-,  sb.  ©eburt. 
buryeles  sb.  pi.  ©rabftdtten. 
Busirus  SBuftti*,  ^onig  b.  tg^ten. 
busk  sb.  S3uf^. 
but  conj.  &  adv.  auger  (toenn),  tt)enn  nid)t; 

aber;   ob;  nur,   blo^,  rein,  juft;   b.  and 

rtjenn;  b.  as  nur  ba^;  b.  if  toemt  ntd)t, 

aB  ba^,  aufjer  it>enn. 
butiller  sb.  9}iunbfc^en!. 
buxom  adj.  gefyorfam,  folgfam,  bemittig, 

entgegenrommeub. 
buylde(n)  v.  bauen;  bulte  pt. 
by-  f.  aud)  bi-. 
by  prp.  bei;  don,  burd);  an;  mit;  itber,  in 

betreff;  adv.  nafye  bei,  borbei;  by  and 

by  nebeneinanber,  baneben. 
byde(n)  st.  v.  ttmrten,  t»ern;eilen,  bleiben; 

bood  pt. ;  byden  ppt. 
bye  f.  beye.  —  byyng  vsb.  ©inlauf. 
byg,  big,  adj.  ftar!,  frdftig. 
byjape(n)  v.  berf^otten,  tdufdjen. 
byle  sb.  ©dinabel. 
bynne  sb.  Siaften. 


bynyme(n)  st.  v.  fortnefjmen,  entret^en. 

byrthe  f.  burthe. 

byscorned  ppt.  berfpottet. 

byte(n)   st.  v.   bei^en,   freffen,   fdjneiben; 

bitynge  ppr.  fd)arf  gefdjltffen;  boot  pt.; 

bite(n)  ppt. 


C  f.  aud)  K. 

ca(a)s  sb.,  auc^  pi.  1.  gall,  3ufatl, 

fall;   par   c.,   vp-on   c.  gufdllig;   f.  as. 

2.  todjer. 
cacche(n)  v.  fongen,  faficn,  net)men,  er* 

langen;  caughte  pt.;  he  c.  iljn  erfa^te; 

caught  pp^. 
Cacus  :  ein  Stiefe. 
Cadme  ^abmu§. 
cake   sb.   f^laben,    (fladjer)   tud)en    (ait3 


calceniyng  vsb.  SSerMlen,  Ortibteren;  -ci- 
nacioun  sb.  SSer!alfung,  £)jr;bation. 

Calixtopee  (SaHifto  (^mpt)e). 

calle  1.  sb.  §aarne|,  §aube  (?).  2.  -e(n) 
^.  nennen,  rufen. 

camaille  sb.  Mantel 

Cambises  tambt)fe§,  lonig  t).  ^erfien. 

Cambyuskan  2)f^engi§=!t)an  (t  1227). 

camuse  (ka-)  adj.  ftumtof,  ^latt. 

Canacee  1.  Ganace;  f.  Ov.  Her.  11.  2. 
£od)ter  be§  ^onig§  Cambyuskan  (f.  o.). 

cancer  sb.   ^reb§   (©ternbilb);   -ere   sb. 


Cane  tana  (^of).  II,  Iff.). 

canon  sb.  :  'Liber  canonis'  b.  5tbicenna  ()".  o.). 

Cantebregge,  -brigge  (Sambribge. 

cantel  sb.  S3rud)ftud. 

cape(n)  v.  ftieren,  gaffen  (f.  gape). 

Cappaneus  $abaneu§,  e.  ber  ©teben  bor 


cappe  sb.   ^ab|)e,  9M|e;  sette  c.:   jum 

feeften  ^aben,  g.  barren  madjen. 
capul,  -il,  s&.  ®aut;  caples  p7. 
cardynacle,  sb.  (t>erb.  f.  cardiacle)  @ob* 
careyne  sb.  Seidjnatn.  [brennen. 

carf  pt.  f.  kerve. 
cariage  sb.  S3eforberung,  ^-u^rlo()n;  -es  pi. 

Stbgaben,  gofle. 
carl  sb.  Scrl. 
carole  sb.  Sanjlieb;  -(n)  v.  e.  Z.  fingen 

(u.  tangen). 
carpe(n)  v.  fdjrtm&en. 
carryk  sb.  Carafe  (Saftfdn'ff). 
Cartage  Iattt)ago  (Cartagena  V.  405?). 
Cassidorie    S^agnuS    5lurdtu3    (Saffiobo- 

ntS,  ifim.  Swftefltt  (480-576);  derf. 

n.  a.  12  $d.  'Variarum.' 


cast  —  chiere. 
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cast  sb.  $lan,  9nf$faa,  ©elegenfjeit;  pi. 

©djlidje;  -e(n)  v.  toerfen,  fcfyleubern;  <ut3* 

fenben;    iiberlegen,    finnen;    beredjnen, 

fcr)a&en;   refl.  fid)   fyngeben;   caste  pt.; 

cast  (casten)  #pf. 
castelled  ppt.  gegadt. 
catel  s&.  £>ab  unb  ©ut,  23efi£. 
(a-)catervvawed  />p£.  (auf  ben)  f  atetfteig 

(gefym). 
Catoun  $iont)[iu§  Sato,  berf.  'Disticha  de 

moribus',    im    TO.    beliebte    ©prud)- 

[ammlung. 
cause  Urfadje,  ©runb;  firste  c.  tlrgrunb; 

by  c.  tpeil;  c.  why  ttarum,  b.  ©runb  ift 
cavillacioun  s6.  @pi&ftnbig!eit.         [(mar). 
Caym  Soin. 
caytif  (kai-)  sb.  ©fenber,  SSebauentStoertet; 

caytyves  jpZ.;  adj.  elenb,  iamtnerboll. 
Cedasus  ©cebafuS. 
ceint  (cey-)  *&.  ©iirtel. 
celer  s&.  teller;  -rer  s&.  ^ellermeifter. 
celle  s6.3elle;  fleineg  Softer,  Sllofterfiliale  ; 

c.  fantastyk  3-  (itn  ©efjtrn)  ate  @i^  bet 


Cenobia   Qenobia,    ^o'mgtn    t). 

(3  gft.  n.  (^t.).  , 
centaure  sb.  Saufenbgiilbenftaut. 
Centauros  pi.?  ,3entauren- 
centre  sb.  SOftttel^imft;    -is  pi. 

(auf  bent  9te|  b.  $ftrolabtum§). 
cercle  5&.  ^reig,  3ttng;  ©p^cire. 
cered  jpp^.  mit  28ad)§  uber^ogen  (ob.  Dct* 
cerial  (adj.}  ook  ©teineidje.       [fdjloffen). 
ceriously    adv.    ernftlid),    griinblid)    [lat. 

seriose?] 
certein,  -eyn  adj.  gen)i§;  —  sb.  ©ettrifj- 

fjeit,  (Si^er^eit;   a  c.  eine  getoiffe  3^/ 

©ttmtne,  giemlid)  biel. 
certes  a^v.  geipi^,  fidjerlidj,  Jua^tltd). 
ceruce  sb.  S3Ieirt»et|j. 
cesse(n)  v.  aiif[)oren,  ablajfett. 
cetewale  sb.  3itoer,  S3albrtan. 
Ceys  ©e^j,  ©ema^I  ber  Sllctjone  ([.  o). 
chaar  sb.  SBagen. 
chace(n)  v.  jogen,  treiben;    ch.  forth  be* 

fdjleiinigen. 
chaffare   1.  sb.  ^anbel,  0ef$fift,  SSare. 

2.  -(n)  v.  I)anbeln. 
chalenge(n),  -ange(n)  v.  forbern,  bean* 

fptud)en,  berlangen;    -yng  vsb.  ^orbe* 

rung,  £lage. 

chalons  sb.  pi.  S3ettbede  au§  (Sf)alon(ftoff). 
chamberere  sb.  ^ammerfrou. 
chambre  sb.  Bitnmer;  ch.  of  Venus  mcibl. 


champartie  sb.  ®Ieid)getotd)t. 


chano(u)n  sb. 
chaped  ;^.  bef^lagen. 
chapeleyn,  -e  s&.  Kaplan,  =in. 
chapitre  sb.  Sopttel,  geiftl.  ©eric^t^of. 
chapman  sft.  taujmann;  -hede,  -hode 

sfe.  ^mnbelSgefcrja'ft. 
charbocle  sb.  Satfitnlel. 
charge  1.  *&.  Saft,  ©eh)id)t;  Bebeutung, 

SSic^tigfeit;  SSerma^rung,  Stufttag,  5luf* 

gabe;  <5orge;  ^Bortuurf;  of  that  no  ch. 

bod)  ba^  nebenbet.   2.  -e(n)  v.  belaben; 

ermaf)nen,  anentpfe^ten. 
chargeant  adj.  laftig. 
charitee  sb.  ^arm^er^igfeit,  ©nabe ;  fyrd'm- 

micjfeit,  2lnbad)t. 

Charles  tarl  b.  ©rofee  (V.  15475). 
charmes  sb.  pi.  3^uberei. 
chartre  sb.  ^Sertrag,  Sontralt. 
chaste(n)  pdjtigen;  chasted  ppt.  geiuarnt, 

bele^rt. 

chasteyn(e)  sb.  5?aftantc. 
Chaucer:  V.  4467,  13599ff.,  13823ff.: 

(Selbftironie. 
chaunce  sb.  Bufall,  ©e[^idE;  28urf ;  good 

ch.  ©liid. 

chauncel  sb.  ®trdjenrf)or. 
chaunte(n)   v.  jingen;   -rie  sb.  ©tiftung 

ffit  aReffefiitgen. 
chayer  sb.  @tul)I,  Sel)nftu^ 
cheef  sb.  u.  adj.  §aupt . . 
cheep    sb.    ®auf;    greet    ch.   btttiger  St.; 

f.  chepe. 
cheere,    chiere  sb.   9(ntli^    9#iene,   ©e- 

ba'rbe ;  Stu^e^en,  (5r jdjetnung ;  S3eneijmen ; 

(freunblid)er)  Chnpfang,  33ert)trtung;  ma- 

ktn  ch.  (freunbltd))  empfangen,  ^eitere 

SJiiene  jjeigen. 
chees  f.  chese. 
cheeste  sb.  ©treit,  ^ampf. 
cheeue(n)  v.  enben. 
chepe(n)  v.  laufen,  feilfc^cn  urn;  Chepe, 

©tabtteil  in  Sonbon,  je^t  Cheapside. 
cherice(n)  v.  lieben,  mert  Jalten; 
cherl  sb.  Serl,  SSauer,  Seibetgner, 

-yssh  adj.  grob,  plump. 
cherubynnes  sb.  gen.  S^ 
chese(n)  st.  v.  toahlen,  borgtefyen;  chees 

inapt,  u.  p^.;  -yng(e)  vsb.  28a^. 
cheste,  chiste  *&.  taften,  Srutje,  @arg. 
cheueteyn,  chiefteyn  sb.  Slnfii^rer,  §aupt; 

adj.  tjauptfa'djltd). 
chevyssaunce  sb.  5lnleif)e. 
chichivache :  Ungefyeuer,  b. nur  gute g 

frag,  bafyer  abmagerte. 
chidestere  sb.  ganferin;  f.  chyde. 
chiere  f.  cheere. 


428 


cbiertee  —  colour. 


chiertee  sb.  9teip,un$,  Siebe. 

chiknes  sb.  pi.  liicfen. 

child  sb.  ftinb;  23ur[d)e,  punier;  -e  dat. 

(with  ch.  fdjtoanger);  -hede  sb.  ®inbl)eit. 
chilyndre  sb.  gtjiinber,  tragbare  ©onnenufy;. 
chirche  sb.  ®ird»e;  ch.-dore  ®ircrjtiir 

(oor  ber  Srauungen  ftattfanbett);    ch.- 

hawe  ftttdjfof;   ch.-reve    Sfrrcrjen&ogt, 

•tiorftefyer. 

chirkyng(e)  vsb.  Sreifdjeit,  ©efreij'dj. 
chirteth  3.  *.  pr.  (chirketh?)  gttnlfc^ert. 
chisel  sb.  SHeifjel,  Sdjere. 
chiste  f.  cheste. 
chit  j.  chyde. 

chitere(n)  v.  jhritfdjern,  fdjnmfcen. 
chivalrye  *&.  SRittetlidjfeit,  9ffitterfd)aft. 
chuk  «6.  ©fat!;  -kke(n)  y.  glucfen. 
chyde  v.  fdjelten,  fdjimpfen;  chit  3.  s.  pr.; 

chidde  pt. 
chymbe  1.  sb.  Simmc,  Sfanb.   2.  v.  tauten, 

ertonen. 

chymenee  s&.  £>erb. 

chyuachie,  -ee&ft.^ttt^eilerftud;  gelbjug. 
ci-  f.  and)  cy-,  si-. 

Cipioun  Sctpto2I[ricauu§;  Dgl.  Macrobeus. 
Cipre  (£i)pern;  f.  Petro. 
Circes  SBitfe. 

Cirus  ittjru^  £onig  t>.  ^erfien. 
ciser  sb.  fiar!e§  ©etrdn!  ('Sherbet?) 
Citherea  Stytljerea  (^Betname  b.  SBenuS). 
Cithero(u)n  ^it^aeron  (©albgcbttge);  im 

SWSl.  berwec^felt   mit  b.  ^nfel   ft^t^cro 

(f.  o.)  oB  S^  b.  SSenuS. 
citole  sb.  (Saiteninftriiment,  3^^er« 
citrinacioun    sb.    gitronengel&e    garbling 

(alS  gitnftigeS  geidjen  f.  b.  ©elingen  b. 


citryn  ad>'.  gitronengelb. 

cladde  f.  clothe(n). 

clamb  )  clymbe(n). 

clappe  1.  sb.  ©cHa^er,  ©e)d)tt)a|.  2.  -(n) 

y.  flap^en,  jufdjlagen;  ffappent,  ^la^^ent; 

clapte  p^. 

clarioun  sb.  ginfeit. 
clarree  *&.  ^Bitr^ein. 
Claudius  1.  Client  b.  2l^^iu0  (El.    2.  rom. 

^aijer  (268—70) 
Claudyan  (^{aubiug  SlaubianuS,  rent.  Sif 

ter  (urn  400  n.  6f)t.)/  tterf.   fDe   raptu 

Proserpinae'. 
clause   *&.  ©a|;   shortly  in  a.  c.  in  ber 

£urge;  in  a  litel  c.  mit  toenigen  SBorten. 
clawe(n)  v.  Ira^en,  reiben;   yclawed  ppt. 


clene  ad/,  rein,  faitber,  nett; 


aerfrap. 

cleer  adj.,  -e  pi.  it.  adv.  rein,  f)eH,  gldngenb. 
Clemence  sb.  Sftilbe  (©ottfjeit). 


clepe(n)  v.  nennen,  tttfen,  beritjen;  clepte 
pt.;  (y)clept  ppt. 

clergeon  sb.  ©djiilerdjen. 

clergial  adj.  gelefyrt. 

clerk    sb.    ©tubent,    @d)olar;   ©eiftlidjer; 
|      ©elefrter,  6d)riftftetter. 

cley  sb.  £el)nt. 

I   clift  sb.  ©palie,  ®erbe;  -e  dat. 
\  clippe(n)  v.  1.  (£aar))dmeiben.  2.  umarmen. 
I  Clitermystra  fttytaemnejtro. 
|  clobbed  ppt.  Inotig. 
j    Clom  inter  j.  pftl 
I   clomb(en)  f.  clymbe(n). 
j  clo(o)s  1.  adj.  ge[d)Iojfen.    2.  sb.  ©insdu- 

nung,  ^>of. 

|  clooth  sb.  £udj,  3eug;  Sleib. 
i  closure  .«&.  Uinjfiununfl,  ©etjegc. 

clote-leef  sb.  mettenbiatt 

clothe(n)  v.  (be)!Ieiben;  cladde  pt.;   clad 
ppt.  (V.  294:  eingebunben). 

clothered  ppt.  geronnen,  derprtet. 

clout,  clowt  sb.  happen,  ^e^en,  ©tftd  geitg. 

clowe -gylofre  sb.  iteftftrgneffe,  •nagtein. 

cloysterer  s6.  ^loftermond),  ^lau^ner. 

cloystre  sb.  Stofter,  Ilaitje. 

ciyket,  cli-  s6.  @d)Iuifetd)en. 

clymbe(n)  st.  v.   flcttcrn,  [teigen;   clomb 
(clamb)  pt.;  clo(u)mbe  ppf. 

coagulat  adj.  geronnen. 

cod  sb.  ©ad. 

co  [re  sb.  ftaften,  5ti[te,  Srnlje. 

coillons  sb.  pi  §oben. 

cok  1.  sb.  §al)tt.    2.  Inter  j.  ftferifr! 

cokenay  sb.  2Setd)Iing,  Sftemme,  w^infel". 

cokewold  sb.  ^a^ittei. 

cokkel  sb.  Srefpe,  Unfrant. 

cokkes  (Derb.)  ©otte§  . . .,  ^5o| . . . 

COkkow  sb.  &  inter  j.  £udud. 

colblak  adj.  fo^lfdjtrarj. 

coold  adj.  fait,  froftig;  nu^IoS;   -e(n)  t?. 
erfalten. 

coier  6-&.  ^ragen;  -ed  ppt.  mit 
(t?er[el)en). 

colera,  colere  sb.  ©die;  —  colerik  ad/. 
gali[M)ttg, 

colfox  si. 

collacioun 

Colle:  §unbename/,,95eno"? 

collect  adj.  gefammelt;  c.  yeeris  ^at)re^= 
jummen. 

Coloigne  £oln  (iS5aiIfaf)rt  5.  (Serein  b. 
f)Ig.  t>rei  Eontge). 

colour  sb.  ^-arbe :  5Inftrtd),  3tnfcr)eiu ;  SRcben§' 
art, 


colpoim  —  corse(n). 
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colpoun  sb.  Streifen,  SBtinbel. 
colt  sb.  fallen ;  -es  tooth  £ang  jit 

ftreidjen;  -ish  adj.  jugenbfrifcr). 
columbyn  adj.  taubenartig,  Sauben*. 
combust  adj.  berbrannt. 
come(n)  1.  st.  v.  fommen;  cam,  coom  pt.* 

coome(n)  pi.;  comen  ppt.;  com  of  impt. 

mad)  fdjnelU;     ycome    aboute:  Deran 
ge  fommen,  erfiillt.  2.  sb.  fommen. 
commendacioun  sb.  Sobtoreifung. 
commissioun  sb.  Slufirag;  SSerufung,  SBe* 

fiaflung. 
commun(e)  1.  adj.  gemein,  gemetnfam;  in 

c.  gen?dl)nlid^.    2.  sb.  b.  ©emeinen,  b. 

gemeine  Soil;  ©emeinbelanb.   3.  -(n)  v. 

berfefyren,  umger)en. 
compa(a)s  sb.  Umfang,  Shei§,  Sling;  com- 

passe(n)  v.  umgeben,  ptonen;  -yng  vsb. 

Umgcbung. 

compaignable  adj.  gefellig. 
compeer  sb.  $umpon,  ©ebatter. 
compleccioun,  -exioun  sb.  ©efidjt^farbe, 

Seibe»befd)af fcnt)eit ;  ©emutSart. 
compleynt  sb.  ^lagelieb. 
complyn  sb.  5lomblete  (2lbenbgotte§btenft). 
composicioun  sb.  Slbmac^ung,  3ufammen* 

ftellung,  Slnorbnung. 
comyn  sb.  Pummel, 
con-  f.  auc^  com-, 
conceite  sb.  58orftellung,  ©inbilbung. 
conclude(n)  v.  fdjltefeen,  etnfd)lie§en;  be- 

fdjliefjen,  abf^lie^en,  gum  <3d)lu^  fommen; 

pfammenfaffen. 
conclusioun  sb.  ©djiul,  @nbe;  SSefdjIufj, 


;  as  in  c.  fd)lief;Iid). 
condescende(n)  v.   fid)   f)erbeila[fen,   er* 

niebrigen;  einge^en  (auf),  tuenben  (p). 
condicioun  s&.  Sebingung;  ^uftctnb;  (£igen* 

fdjaft,  2lrt,  SKefen. 

conferme(n)  v.  [tdt!en,  feftigen;  feft  an* 
confiture  sb.  2JZifd)img.  [faffen. 

contort  sb.  Sroft,  SSe^agen;  do  c.  befjaglidj 

marljen,  ^>flegen;  -e(n)  v.  troften,  ftarfen. 
confounde(n)  v.  nteberbeugen;  berberben, 

berbammen. 
confus   adj.   beftiir^t,   betort;    -ioun   sb. 

Berberben,   Unveil,   ©djanbe;    -io   Iatv 

bc§gl.   [idjerg^.  fdfcfi  iiberfe|t  V.  15948]. 
congregacioun  s6.  Slnfammlung. 
conjectyng(e)  vsfc.  SSetmutung. 
conscience    sb.   Gktoiffen;    S3ett>u&t[ein, 
consecrat  a^/.  getuetfjt.       [(Smpfinbung. 
conseil  s&.  ^Rat;  jHatgeber,  ^eiftanb;  ©e- 
-lle(n)  v.  raten;   -Hour   s&. 
t,  93erater. 


consentant  ad/.  mit[d)uloig;  -te(n)  r.  itbet* 

einfttmmen,  eintt)tUtgett;  refl.  fid)  fiigen; 

-ynge    (14258)   =    lat.    consentaneum 

iibereinftimmenb,  bernunftgemci^. 
consequent  sb.  golge  (lat.  consequens). 
considered  prp.  in  9tnbetrad)t. 
consistorie  sb.  ©ertdjtiljof. 
constable  sb.  (@d)lofe)bogt;  -esse  $B5gttu. 
Constance  sb.  ©tanb^afttgfeit. 
Constantyn  Gonftantinii^  Slfet  (Africanus) 

f  1087,  mebig.  <5^riftfteIIer:  'Viaticum' 

(iiberf.  a.  b.  2lrab.);  'De  coitu'. 
construe(n)  v.  er!ltiren,  Har  mad)en. 
contek  sb.  ©treit,  tampf. 
contemplaunce  sb.  Settad)tung. 
contena(u)nce  sb.  2}Jicn 

©ebaren,  5!omtoliment; 
contract  adj.  (ppt.)  etngegangen  in,  ju- 

ge^ogen. 
contrarie  1.  sb.  ©egner,  ©cgcnfa|  (*teil); 

2.  «d/.  entgegen.  3.  -(n)  v.  totberjprec^en; 

-ious  adj.  tt)ibet)|)enfttg,  entgegengefe^t; 

-ioustee  sb.  ©egenfajj,  3Siberj|3ruc^. 
contree  sb.  Umgegenb,  Sanb. 
contubernyal  adj.  I)au0geno}ft[d). 
contumacie  sb.  ^alyftatrigfett;   -ax  adj. 

fytlSftarrig,  iro^ig. 

convenient  adj.  paffenb;  convenientz  pi. 
conversacion  sb.  Uingang,  $Berfd)t. 
converte(n)   v.   anbern,    abmenben, 

it)etd)en;  -tible  adj.  gtei^bebeutenb. 
convoye(n)  v.  geleiten,  cinletten. 
cop  sb.  <3pi$e;  cop(e)  dat. 
cope  sb.  Sfyorrocf. 

coppe,  cuppe  sb.  Stinfgefojj,  S3edjer. 
cor  f.  eructavit. 
corage  sb.  ©inn,  ©efinnung;  2Kut,  Sat- 

ftaft;  S^eigung,  SSegier,  ^ege^ren  ufto.; 

-eous  adj.  muttg,  §eftig,  lebfyaft. 
corde  sb.  (Stricf,  (Strong. 
cordewane  sb.  ^orbuanleber. 
cordial  sb.  ^ergftarfung,  ,,@^eciftcum". 
corfew  sb.  2IbenbIaiiten  (8  Uijr). 
corniculer  sb.  ©e^ilfe,  (Befreta'r. 
corny  adj.  lontig,  ftarf. 
corq(u)ne    sb.   tone,    ^ran§;   -e(n)   v. 

froncn;  -ed  adj.  oollenbet. 
corosif  adj.  a'^enb. 
correccioun  sb.  S5elei)rung;  (Strafe,  85u§« 

gelb;3u^t;  gured)toeifung;  correcte(n) 

v.  gured)tn?ei)"en,  beleljten,  jhafcn. 
corrumpable  adj.  bergdngli^. 
corrumpe(n)  v.  berberben. 
corrupcioun  sb.  fjdulnis,  (Stter. 
cors  sb.  Seib,  $erfon;  ^eid)e. 
corse(n),  curse(n)  v.  De 


ab- 
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corven  —  Dalida. 


corven  [.  kerven. 
costage  sb.  Soften, 
costelewe  adj.  foftfbielig. 
cosyn  sb.  SSetter,  $ertoanbter;   adj.  bet* 
ttmnbt,  entfbred^enb  ;  -age  sb.  SBettern-, 


cote  sb.  £utte,  8eIIe.  -  co(o)te  «&.  910(1,  Sleib  ; 

c.-armure  (armour)  sb.  SBabbenrod 
couch  e(n)  v.  legen,  (emf)fd)idjten;  befefcen; 

reft,  jirf)  biufen. 
counte(n)  t\  redjnen,  fdjSfcen;  -tour  s&. 

1.  Otecrjner,  9tebifor.  2.  ®ontor. 
countrefete(n)  v.  nadjaljmett,  nadjmacrjen, 

gleid)fommen;  -feted  adj.  gefunftelt. 
countretaille  sb.  ©egenjeite,  SBiberljaU. 
countrewayte(n)  t>.  oufjxjffen;   reft,  fidj 

in  acfjt  nefjmen. 

countyng-bord  sb.  ftontortifcf). 
coupable  (cow-)  adj.  fcfjulbtg,  fttafbat. 
cours  sb.  Sauf  ,  ®ang  ;  ^agen  ;  S3afjn  ;  £eben3» 

lauf;  -er  sb.  ^Rentier,  ©trcittog. 
courtepy  s&.  fur^er  itberrocf,  Umt)ang. 
couthe  f.  koude  (konne). 
coveite(n)  v.  begefyren,  gelilften;  -tise  sb. 

SBcflierbc,  £abfud)t;  -tous  adj.  ^abgierig, 

beget)rlid). 
covenable  arf/.^ajfenb,angente|[en;  -blely 

adv. 

covenant  sb.  SBertrag,  $a!t,  ©eliibbe. 
covent  5&.  ^loftet. 

coverchief  «6.  ^o^ftud),  ftotfpufc,  ,,S3unb". 
covyne  s6.  Sift,  Xtug. 
cow    s&.    1.    ^u^;   keen   pZ..      2. 

(V.  5814;  bgl.  b.  (£^dl)Iung  t>.  b. 

V.  17952  ff.). 
coward  adj.  feig;  -dye  s6.  ^ig^eit. 
cowpable  ).  coupable. 
cowplyng^er.  ^aarung;  gemeinfamer  ©ang. 
coy  adj.  [tin,  fdjftdjtetn. 
crabbed  ^.  fetfcnb. 
cracche(n)  v.  gerfra^en. 
craft  *&.  Sunft,  ©etoerbe;  ©efd^idE;  ge^etme 

^raft,  ©e^eimni§;  —  -ty  adj.  gefcfjtcft, 

gefdjeit;  -ily  adv.  beSgl. 
crake(n)  t?.  frtidjsen;  f.  boost. 
erased  ppt.  geborften. 
crea(u)nce  1.  sb.  ®Iaube;  ®rebit.  2.  -e(n) 

v.  auf  ®rebit  ne^men,  borgen. 
creat  adj.  (ppt.}  gejcrjaffen. 
crede  sb.  ©laubengbefenntmS,  ©rebo. 
crekes  sb.  pi.  ^niffe. 
crepe(n)  0.  Iriedjen,  fd^Iet^en;  creep  (crepte) 

p^.  ;  crope(n)  (crept)  pp^. 
crevace  sb.  [Rig,  ©polte. 
Crisippus  S^ft^buS  (tion  §ieront>mit§  — 

f.  Jerome  —  1.  c.  ertoaljnt  I,  cp.  1.) 


Crisostom  ^^rt)[o[tomu§,  ^trdienbater  (ca. 

347_407).*) 

cristal  stones  glciferne  SSepIter  (bgl.  V.700). 
Cristophere    ©t  (5i)rtfto^i)oru§    (23rofcfje 

mit  SBilb  ol§  STmuIett). 
cristyanitee  sb.  Sfyriftenbol!. 
croce  s&.  Sheugjiab. 
croked  ppt.  ftutnm,  berfd^toben. 
crommes  sb.  pi.  Mmel. 
crop    sb.   ©bifce,   ®ib[el;   ©brog,    Srieb; 

-e  te,  -pes  pZ.  —  -en  f.  crepe;   — 

-er  f.  croupe. 

crosselet  sb.,  crosletz  pi.  ©djmeljtiegel 
crouche(n)  v.  befreu^en. 
croun  (crown)  sb.  ©djabel,  (Sd)ettel. 
croupe,  croper  sb.  tobbe,  ^reus  (9Wi<fen); 

-er  sb.  (Sdjtbangriemen. 
crowde(n)  v.  treiben,  ftogen,  fd^Ieubern; 

-dyng  vsb.  Sttiebfraft,  @d)rt)ung. 
crowke  s&.  Grille,  ^ritg. 
croys  sb.  Steuj. 
crul  «<?;'.  frau§,  locEig. 
cryke  sb.  93ucfjt,  ©d^iff^Ianbe. 
cubit  *6.  ©lie. 
cucurbit  s&.  5)eftiHierfoIben. 
culpe  s&.  (Sdjiilb. 
Cupide   Subtbo;   seintes  legende  of  C.: 

Chaucer's  L.  of  Good  Women  (V.  4481). 
cuppe  f.  coppe. 
cura(a)t  sb.  $farrer. 
curacio(u)n  sb.  §eitung. 
cure   sb.  <5orge,   Db^ut,    Std)t;    @treben, 

@ifer;   honeste   c.  9ln[tatib§|inn  ;   do   c. 

<3orge  tragen. 

curiositee  sb.  Seltfamfeit,  ^ilnftelei. 
curious    adj.   [eltjam,    !un[tlic^;    lunbtg, 

gefc^ett;  ad)t[am. 
cursednesse  sb.  Slbfdfjeuti^feit,  JBcttud£|t- 


curteis  adj.  pfiicrj,  arttg,  ftttig,  befcrjetben, 
freunblt(§;  -sie  sb.  ^oflic^feit,  ®efallig!ett. 

curtyn  sb.  SSor^ang. 

custume  sb.  ©emofytrjeit;  -es  pi.  B^We, 
Slbgaben. 

cut  sb.  Sog  (abgefd)nittne§  <5tiid). 

Cutberd  (^ut^bert,  SBif^of  bon  SmbiSfarne 
(t  688). 

cynamome  s6.  Bimmet  (©rffmei^elname). 

cynk,  synk  nww.  (frj.)  fflnf  (b.  SBurfeljbtel). 


;  -yng(e) 


Daf  sb.  Xor, 
dagged  pp«. 

gaden. 

dagon  sb.  Bi 
daliaunce  *6.  (Beyers,  ^laitbetei,  ©d^dferet. 
Dalida 


damageous  —  derre. 


damageous  adj.  fd)dblid). 

Damascien  ^ofyanneS  3)ama3cenu3,  arab. 

Sfejt  (9.  3ft.) 
Damasie   XcmtafuS   I.,    33ifd)of   b.   9?om 

(366-84). 
dame  sb.  gndbtgegtau;  ©ebatterin;  Gutter, 

2Ute;  oure  d.  $au3frau,  »f)errtn. 
damoysele  sb.  grdulein. 
dampne(n)    v.    oerurteilen,    berbammen; 

-nacioun  sb.  SSerbammniS. 
Damyssene  (Damass-):  gelb,   fp.  ©tabt 

3)ama§!u3,  too  Stbam  gefdjaffen  fein  foil. 
Dane  35anae. 

Dant  Xante  SOffigljteti  (1263—1321). 
dappull-gray  arf/.  apfelgrau. 
dar  pt.-pr.   toage,   erbreifte   (mid)),   barf; 

dorste  p£.  —  dare(n)  v.  fid)  bncfen. 
darreyne(n)  v.  fetnen  2(nfprud)  auf  e.  gel- 

tenb  madjen,  ftretten  urn,  pm  ShtStrag 

brtngen. 

dart  s&.  $feil;  $ret§  (im  SBettlauf). 
daswe(n)  y.  ftarren,  ftieren. 
daun  s&.  £err,  SJteifter  (Xitel), 
daunce  s&.  Sanj;  the  olde  d.  b. 

b.  altbefannte  SSetfe. 
daunger   sb.    ©efatjr;   ©eiualt; 

<2parfam!ett;  -ous  adj.  f(^h?ierig;  ftreng; 

gitriicffyaltenb,  bebenRtd),  fparfam. 
dawe(n)  v.  tagen,  bdmmern;  -nyng(e)  vsb. 

9J^orgenbantmerung. 
dawes  pi.  511  day  Xag  (geto.  dales). 
dayerye  sb.  aiiolferet,  ERilcfyftrirtfdjaft. 
dayes(e)ye  sb.  ^JJa^liebd^en,   ©dnfeblfim- 

rfjen. 
deba(a)t  sb.  ^ampf,    5!rteg;    -ate(n)   v. 

Mmpfen,  ftretten. 
debonayr    (-aire)    adj.    fanft,    bemutig; 

-etee  sb.  ©anftmut,  2)iilbe. 
deceyvable  adj.  falfd),  (be)triigerifd). 
declynacioun  sb.  9^teDergang,  (aftrol.)  Xe* 

flination;  9lbtueic^nng«h)infel  (e.^laneten). 
dede   1.  sb.   Sat,   Jpanblung.    2.  adj.  f. 

deed.  3.  pt.  t).  doon  (gem.  dide). 
dedicaat  adj.  (ppt.)  getuei^t. 
deduyt  sb.  SBergniigen. 
deed  adj.  tot;  dede  flekt.  &  pi.;  -ly  adj. 

u.  adv.  toblid),  tobbleid^,  tobitwnb,  Xob*. 
deef  <w?/.  tanb;  deve  pi. 
deel  s&.  Xetl;  every-d.  prn.  alle§;  arfv. 

gang  imb  gar,  bollftanbtg;  never-a-  d. 

burdjait^  nitfjt,  nid)t  im  geringften. 
de(e)me(n)  v.  urtetlen,  berurteilen,  befttm* 

men;  meinen,  bermuten. 
deer  sb.  £ier,  §ir[cE). 
de(e)re   adj.   lieb,    teuer;    derre    comp.; 

deerelyng  sb.  Stebling,  Sieb. 


deerne  adj. 

dees,  dys  sb.  pi.  SSiirfel. 

defame  1.  sb.  (5d)anbe.   2.  -(n)  v.  frf)an= 

ben,  oerleumben  (dal.  diffame). 
defaute  sb.  ^s^ler,  Mangel,  grebel. 
defence  sb.  SStberftanb. 
defende(n)  (deff-)  v.  berbieten,  berteibigett; 

-daunt  sb.  SBerteibigung. 
deffie,  diffye  v.  £ro£   bieten,   beracf)ten, 


defoule(n)  v.  befdjmn^en. 

degise  adj.  entftellt,  (mobifc^)  ubertrieben; 

-synesse  sb.  mob.  Uberireibung,  9lffe!- 

tiert^eit;  -syng  vsb.  affeftierte  Sleibung. 
degree  sb.  ©rab;  etanb,  9lang;  gall,  Sage. 
deigne(n)  v.  gerufyen;  hym—  d  nat  er  ber* 

fc^md^te,  tear  git  ftolj. 
deitee  sb.  ©ottijeit,  gottlid)e  §errfd^aft. 
dekne  sb.  Xta!onu§. 
delibere(n)  v.  iiberlegen. 
delica(a)t  adj.  gart,  njeidt)li<f)  ;  fofiliii),  !oft- 

bar;  -casie  sb.  SBergniigen,  Ubermut. 
delices  sb.  pi.  SSonne. 
delit  sb.  Suft,  $reitbe,  S5ergnilgen;  -e(n) 

<?.  fid)  erfreuen  (an)  ;  -able  adj.  reigenb, 

entgudEenb. 
delivere  1.  adj.  ruftig,  be^enb;  -rly  adv.; 

-rnesse    sb.    $iifttg!eit,     ©emanbt^eit  ; 

2.  -e(n)  v.  befreien. 
Delphos  (lat.  ace.}  Setylji. 
delys  f.  flour. 
dem-  f.  deem-. 
Demetrius  X.  S^icator,  tonig  b.  @t)rien, 

b.  b.  ^artljern  befiegt  (|  126). 
demeyne  sb.  £erridjaft. 
Democion   Demotion,    b.   2lreopagit;    f. 

Jotter  totete  fid),  al3  i^r  S8erlobter  pel 

(324  b.  dfyc.). 

demonstratif  adj.  beit»eig!rdfttg,  unleugbar. 
demonyak  sb.  (oom  Seufel)  SSefeffener. 
Demophon  2)emop^oon,  ©o^n  b.  23jefeit8. 
dent,  dynt  sb.  ©d)Iag. 
depardieux  inter  j.  (frj.)  bet  @ott! 
departe(n)    v.    (ftd»    trennen,    fd)eiben; 

(ber)teilen. 
depe  1.  sb.  Xiefe.   2.  ady.  (ju  deep)  ttef, 

ernftltd);  depper  comp. 
Depeford  2)eptforb,  ©tdbtdjen  in  lent. 
depper  f.  depe. 
depeynte(n)   v.   abmalen,    bemalen;   de- 

peint(ed)  ppt. 
dere(n)  v.  fdjaben,  fdjdbigen,  berle^en.  —  @. 

and)  deere. 
derk,   dirk   adj.   bimJd,    finfter,    bufter; 

-nesse  sb.  SHmlelfyeit, 
derre  f.  de(e)re. 
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Dertemouthe  —  dives. 


Dertemouthe    Sartmoutfy    (Seeftabt    in 

QDebonflnte). 

derthe  sb.  Sloftfjrieligfeit. 
des-  f.  aud)  dis-. 
descensories  sb.pl.  5Dei$enfwien  (©efafce 

j.  Slu^iefjen  D.  Clen). 
desclaundre,   dis-   1.  sb.   SSerleumbung ; 

2.  -(n)  v.  fcerleumben. 
descryve(n)  t?.  befdjreiben. 
desdeyn  s&.  23erad)tung;  take,  have  in  d. 

t>erfrf)mcif)en,  fdjmdfyen. 
desherite(n)  v.  enterbett. 
deshonestee  sb.  Unanftdnbtgfett. 
desir  (-yr)  sb.,  -yng(e)  vsb.  @ef)njud)t. 
deslavee  adj.  ungesugalt,  immdjjig. 
desolaat  adj.  bar,  blojj;  einfam;  holde(n)  d. 

meiben. 
desordeynee  adj.,  desordinat  adj.  uti* 

geljorig,  auSfdjtoeifenb. 
despende(n)  v.  auSgeben,  auftoenben,  t)er» 

geuben;  -endour  sb.  9Iu3geber,  $ergeu* 

ber;  -ence,  -ense  sZ>.  2lu3gabe(n),  2Iuf* 

iuanb. 
despit  *6.  $oljn,  S3o^ett;  Sto^  SSiber- 

tuillcn;  <3d)mad);  -ous  ad[/.  bo§^aft,  ber« 

adjtlid);  iro^ig,  gotntg;  frfimadjbon,  fc^anb^ 

ltd);  erbarmimg3Io». 
desplaye(n)  r.  cntfaltcn. 
despprt  sb.  §eiter!eit,  SSeluj'tigung,  S?er= 

gnugen. 

desray  sb.  Unorbnung,  SSettoitnmg. 
destempred  ppj.  geftort,  tjerborben. 
destourbe(n)  (dis-)  v.  ftfiren,  ^inbern. 
destreyne(n)  (dis-)  r.  qualen;  (bejbrangen, 

jtoingett;  etfaffcn. 
destroye(n)    t\    berntc^ten,     umbrmgen; 

fd)(ibigen. 

destynee  sb.  (Sc^idfal. 
dette  s6.  6(^ulb,  $8erpfitd)tiing;  -lees  adj. 

fc^ulbenlof ;  -tour  sb.  ©djulbner. 
Deus  hie  (lat.)  ©rttfj  ©ottl 
dewe  =  due. 
deve  f.  deef. 
deyel(e)  sb.  Seufel;  a. . .  d.  wey  gum  %., 

in  bret  2cufel§  Seamen! 
devoir  sb.  $fft$t. 

devyne(n)  r.  raten,  tnutma^en;  f.  di-. 
devys   s6.    Pan,   S&eifung;   at  poynt   d. 

jorgfdltig;   -e(n)  v.  bendjten,   ergd^jlen; 

erbettten,  ^lanen;  raten. 
dextrer  sb.  (Streitroft. 
deye  1.  sb.  2)ltld)magb,  SJleierin.    2.  -(n), 

dye(n)  v.  fterben;  deyde,  dyde  pt. 
deynous  adj.  fredj. 
deyntee  1.   si.  Suft,    SSetgnftgen;   (p/.^) 

Sedetbijfen;   tolde  no   d.    mag   letnen 


di-  f.  aud)  de-  u.  dy-. 
Dianira,  Dianyre  ®eianita, 


SSert  bei.  —  2.  «<?/.  leder;  nett,  fein. 

—  deyntevous  adj.  lecfer,  foftlid). 
deys  sft.  (er^o^ter)  (Efytenplafc,  S^ron. 
Deyscorides  2)to§foribe§,  Sltjt  au§  Gilicten 


b. 


dich,  dych  s&.  ©taben;  -ed  pp*.  mtt  e. 
©.  berfetjen, 

diffame    sb.    ilbler    SRuf     (Dgl.    defame); 

-acioun  sb.  S8er!eumbiing. 
diffinicioun  sb.  SBegrcnjung;  (ncii)8re)  S3e= 

[ttmtniing. 

diffynytif  adj.  beftimmt,  enbgiiUig. 
dighte(n)  v.  (dor)bereiten,  (^u)riiften,  be* 

ic^affen,  beforgen;   bejc^Iafen;   reft,  fid) 

beg.eben,  fcergidjen;  dighte  pt.\  dightpp*.; 

ydight  gefciert. 
digne  ar//.  iyurbig,  I)e^r,  tjctltg;  ftcif,  %od)» 

mfltig;  -nitee  s&.  SBitrbe,  ^ctrHd^lcil 
dilatacioun  ^6.  SluSbelwung,  SSeiterung 
diligence  sb.  ^let^,  @ifer;  'do  d.  fid^  bc= 

inufyen,  beftreben. 
direct  adj.  (ppt.)  gerid)tet  (an). 
dirk  ).  derk. 

dirryve(n)  v.  abftammen,  Ijerletten. 
dis-  f.  aud)  des-. 

discheuelee  adj.  ntit  aufgeloftem  ^)aar. 
disciplyne  sb.  geiftl.  3ud)t,  tafteiung  (19367 

ffiWI.  =  Sel)re  aufgcfagt). 
disconfityng(e),  -fiture  sb.  -ftteberlage. 
disconfort  sb.  Unmut,  $8erbrujj;  -e(n)  r. 

entmuttgen 

djs[con]cordaunce  sb.  gftHetradjt. 
discovert  adj.  (ppt.);  at  d.  ungebecft. 
discrescioun  sb.  ©mftdjt,  SSerftanb. 
disese  sb.  9lot,  Dual,  SBerbrufc. 
disfigure  1.  sb.  SBerimftaltung.   2.  -(n)  v. 

entftellen. 

dishoneste  adj.  fd^tm^lid), 
disjoynt  sb.  S9ebrd'ngm§, 
disordinaunce  sb.  ©e[e|rt)ibrig!eit. 
disparage    1.   sb.   ©nte^rung,    @djtmj)f. 

2.  -(n)  v.  entetjren,  jd)dnDen. 
dispeir  (des-)  sb.  S3ergn)eiflung;  -e(n)  r. 

(aud)  reft.)  betjtoetfdut. 
displesaunce    sb.    S^gfoIIen,     ^rgernig; 

-a(u)nt  adj.  unangeneljm,  mi^jallig. 
dispreyse(n)  v.  fyerabfetjen,  taDeln. 
disputisoun  sb.  SBortflreit,  3>i3jnitatum. 
dissimule(n)  v.  jid)  uerfteUen,  I)eud)eln. 
distemperance  sb.  SHau^cit. 
distempre(n)  v.  ergiirnen,  a'rgern. 
diurne  adj.  taglid),  Sage^. 
dives  sb.  b.  retd^e  ?J^ann  (im 


divinistre  —  echon(e). 
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divinistre  sb.  ©cipher, 
divisioun  sb.  Xeilung;  Unterfdjteb;     ttnft. 
divynailes  sb.  pi.  SBeiSfagungen. 
divyne(n)  (de-)  fid)  benfen,  $ermutungen 

anftellen. 
doctour  sb.  2>o!tor;  Sdjrtftgelefyrter,  ®ir» 


dogge  sb.  £mnb;  d.  for  the  bo  we 

ljunb. 

doghter    sb.    (audj   gen.)  Sodjter;    -ren, 
doghty  adj.  tiidjtig,  mannfyaft.     [-res  pZ. 
doke  sb.  dnte. 
dok(k)e(n)  P.  fifteen,  ftufcen. 
domes  }.  doom. 
domynacioun  sb.  §errfdjaft,  3Ra$t,  ©in- 

flufj;  10668:  9Jor§errfdjaft  b.  SluteS  bon 

9  llfjr  abb.  big  3  morg. 
donge   1.   sb.  $imger,  2JHft;  2.  -e(n)  «?. 
dongeoun  sb.  33urgberlte3.  [biingen 

doom  sb.  Urteil,  SJtemung;  ®ertdjt;   do 

mes  pi.;  domesman  sb.  9ttdjter. 
doon,  do  irr.  v.  tun,  madjen;  auSfufyren, 

auSiiben,   berrtdjten,   fdjaffen;    jufiigen, 

begefjen,  ertoeifen  ufn?.;  mit  *nf.:  lafjen, 

ttetanlaffen,  smingen;  dide  pt.;  doon  ppt.; 

(y)do   getan,   fertig;    toorbet,    §u    Snbe; 

doone^er.;  for  to  doone  baju  angetan, 

geeignet;  do  wey  luegtitn,  itntedaffen; 

of  y  don  abgenommen;  f.  cure,  diligence; 

fors,  etc. 

dormant  adj.  (ppr.)  ftanbtg. 
dorste  f.  dar. 

dortour  sb.  Sormitortum,  ©djictffaal. 
dotard  adj.  Itnbt)^,  berriidt;  dote(n)  v. 

fajeln;  make  d.  Oerriidt  mad)en. 
doumb,  dowmb  adj.  ftumm. 
doute  sb.  3roetfel;  fjutc^t,  ©c^eu,  Slngft; 

-e(n)  v.  gmetfeln;  fdjeuen,  fiirdjten;  -lees 

arfv.  o^ne  3tt)etfei. 
douve,  -we  sb.  Saube. 
dowaire  sb.  SRttgift,  2tu§fteiier. 
drad(de)  }'.  drede. 

draf  sb.  (Spreu;  d.  -sek  <Strol))"ad. 
drasty  ad/,  bredig. 
drawe(n)  st.  v.  gte^en,  [djle^^en;  neigen; 

(jurftd)bringen;    d.    neer    fid)    ndfyern; 

drogh,  drow  pt.  •  (y)drawe(n)  ppt. 
drecche(n)  v.  brttden;  ^tt^e^en. 
drede  1.  sb.  fjurdjt;  3lDe^fe^  -lees  adj. 
furd)tlog;  iinsttjeife^aft;  dred(e)ful  furd^t^ 
bar;  fitrrfjtfom,  angftltd).  2.  -(n)  v.  (ft^) 
ffttdjten;    e^ren;    dradde,    dredde   pt.; 
drad  ppt. 

drenche(n)  v.  ettrinfen;  ertrdnfen;  dreynte 
pt.;  dreynt  ppt.,  -e  flekt.;  be  d.  er- 
trin!en. 

Koch,  Chaacer's  Canterbury  Tales. 


dresse(n)  v.  bereiten,  ^emc^ten;  aitffteflen; 

tuenben,  ridjten;  anrid^ten  mit,  surt^ten; 

reft,  [id)  anfc^iden,  inenben,   aufftellen; 

ydressed  ppt.  aufgeftedt. 

dreye,  drye  1.  adj.  troden,  burr.  2.  -(n) 

v.  bertrodnen. 
dreynt(e)  f.  drenche. 
drogges  sb.  pi.  S)rogen. 
drogh,  drow  f.  drawe(n). 
droghte  sb.  Srodenfyett,  2)iirre. 
dronke  f.  drynke(n). 
droof  f.  dryve(n). 

droupe(n)  v.  ftnfen,  ijerabgejogen  toerben. 
drovy  adj.  trtib. 
drugge(n)  v.  ft^  pladen. 
drynke(n)  st.  v.  trinfen;    drank   pt.  «., 
dronke  pi.  u.  ppt. ;  (y)dronke  adj.  trutt- 
!en;  dronkelewe  adj.  trunpc^tig. 
dryve(n)  st.  v.  treiben,  fasten;  fd)ieben; 
Oertreiben;  abmad^en;  droof  pt.;  drive(n) 
ppt. 

duchesse  sb.  §ergogm;  book  of  the  D.: 
S^aucer^  ©ebidjt  auf  b.  2ob  b. 
b.  Sancaftet. 

duetee  sb.  $flicf)t,  ©ebii^r; 
dulle(n)  ».  triiben,  berbun!eln;  imps.  e$ 

Idftig,  unangenetjm,  toeinltd^. 
dun  sb.  33rauner,  9ta))|)e;  d.  is  in  the  myre: 

Idnbl.  @^)iel. 

Dunmowe:  D.  in  ®ffej;  3lnfptelung  auf  e. 
alte  ©tttc,  ttionad)  bort  Sfyeleute,  bte  e. 
$5a^r  o^ne  $anf  gelebt  tjaben,  e.  <S^)ed- 
feite  erijalten. 

Dunstan:  @rsbifd|.  b.  Santerburt)  (f  988). 
dure(n)  y.  bauern;  berhieilen,  au§^arren. 
duske(n)  v.  fidj  trilben. 
duszeine  sb.  ®u|enb. 
dwelle(n)  v.  bletben,  fortfa^ren;  mo^nen; 

-yng  vsb.  SBo^nung,  |>etm. 
dwale  sb.  (Sdjlaftrunf. 
dy  (ftj.)  fage. 
dyapred  ppt.  geblilmt. 
dych  f.  dich. 
dye  f.  deye  U.  dyde  pt. 
dyere  sb.  Barber. 

dyke(n)  v.  ©raben  gtefyen,  einbdtnmen. 
dym  adj.  bumb'f. 
dynt  f.  dent, 
dys  f.  dees. 

dyvynys  sb.  pi.  ©eiftftdje;  dyvynytee  sb. 
®otte3gelaf)rtf)eit,  Styeologie;  f.  aud)  div-. 

Ecclesiaste    sb.  1.  ^rebiger,    ©etftfi^ct; 

2.  ^rebiger  ©alpmo  (S3ibel). 
ech  prn.,  -e  dat.  jeber. 
echon(e),  -oon  prn.  (ein)  jeber,  ieglidjer. 

28 
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Ector  —  enticer. 


Ector  &e!tor. 

Edward  ©buarb;  seint  E.:  @.  b.  SSefenner 

(f  1066). 

eek,  eke  eonj.  audj,  ebenfall§. 
eet  f.  etc. 
effect  sb.  Sat,  SBitflidjIeit;  ©adje,  §autot- 

fadje;  @rgebni3,  (£rfolg,  $olge;  in  e.  tat- 

fad)Iid);  (to)  in  $e§ug  auf. 
efficiens  (sc.  causa)  28ir!ung. 
eft  adv.  toieber,  nacfjfjer;  -soone(s)  adv. 

alSbalb,  gleid)  barauf;  ftinftig,  nacrjtnalS. 
eggen  0.  anreigen,  anftiften;   -ement  sb. 

5(nftiftung. 
egle  sb.  Slbler,  Slat, 
egre  adj.  fdjarf,  bitter, 
egremoyne  sb.  $lc!ermennig. 
Egypcien   1.  sb.  $gt)pter.    2.  agrjptifd); 

E.  Marie :  £eilige,  biifjte  o!3  (£infiebterin 

(5.  3».). 
eighe  f.  eye. 
eir,  eyr  s6.  £uft. 
eke  f.  eek. 

Ekko  @rf)o  (9?rjtnj)f)e;  Ov.,  Met.  Ill,  349). 
elaat  adj.  ubermiitig;  elacioun  sb.  ttber* 

mut,  Slnmajjung. 
elde  sb.  5ttter. 

eldres  sb.  pi.  ©Item,  SSorfafjren. 
eleccioun  s&.  28a^I  (aftrol.). 
Eleyne  1.  ^elena.   2.  @t.  ^elena,  Gutter 

^onftantin^  b.  ©r. 
Eliachim    (fo   SSuIgata,   gubit^   IV,   14) 

^ojafim  (Sutler). 
Elie  (£lia§  (I.  ^onige,  17  ff.). 
Elise  eiifa  (I.  tonige,  19  ff.). 
ellebor  sb.  ^te§it>urg. 
elles,  -is  ad«.  fonft,  anbetg. 
elvyssh  adj.  !obolbartig,  un^etmlid);  it)elt» 

fremb. 

embrace(n)  v.  wnarmen,  gufammenfaffen. 
embroude(n)  (-browd-)  w.fticfen,  bergierett. 
embusshement  sb.  §interi)alt. 
emeraude  sb.  ©maragb. 
Emeleward  (to)  na<i)  (ber  efyem. 

Emilia  t)tn  (^arrna  u[tt).). 
emforth  prp.  fotocit . . .  retdjt. 
emperisse  sb.  ^ai[erin,  §errfd)erin 
empeyre(n)  v.  terfdjltmmttn,  befledten. 
emplastre(n)  v.  bepflaftern,  iiberfleben. 
empoysone(n)  v.  bergiften;  -er(e) 

mifc^cr. 
emprente(n)    y.    abbriiden,     einpragen; 

-tyng  vsb.  (ginbruiJ. 
emprise    sb.    Unterne^mung ,    S8or!)aben; 

fii^ne  Sat,  Sfbenteuer. 
empte(n)  v.  leeren. 
enbibyng(e)  ppr.  einfaugenb. 


encens  sb.  SSeifyraucfy ;  -e(n)  v.  SB.  f^enben; 

berduajern. 

enchauntour  sb.  3ouberer,  §ejenmeifter. 
enchesoun  sb.  ©elegen^ett,  ^8eranla[fung  ; 

by  e.  auf  ©runb. 
enclyne(n)  v.  neigen,  beugen. 
encombraunce  sb.  §inberni§;   do  e.  im 

2Bege  fein. 

encombre(n)  v.  belaften,  bebra'ngen. 
encorporyng(e)  ppr.  em&erleibenb,   tier* 

mif^enb. 
encrees  sb.  gwta^me,  gutoa^;   S3Iute; 

©etpinn ;    encresse(n)     v.    gune^men^ 

marfjfen,  Dermefyren:  gemmnen:  herbor* 

lieben  [?]. 
ende  sb.  <£nbe;  giel,  3n?ed;  ©rfjhifj,  5tb- 

fdjliijs;  townes,  shires,  thropes  e.  ©ebiet 

enter  ©tabt  :c.;   miles  e.  (nad))   jeber 

guriicfgelegtett  SQietle;  -ere  sb.  SBeenber, 

*in;  -long  adv.  IfingSfeitS,  entlang. 
endentyng(e)  vs&.  SliiSgacten. 
endetted  pp<.  berfd)itlbet. 
endite(n)  v.  berfaffen,  abfaffen;   bitten ; 

beridjten;  anflagen;  -tyng  vsb.  2)td)tung; 

-ment  sb.  2ln!fage. 

endure(n)  v.  au^bauern,  ^ijarren,  bletben. 
Enee  ^[nea§;  —  Eneydos  sb.  feeibe. 
enforce(n)   v.   berfta'rfen;   erftarfen;   refL 

fid)  ftiifcen  (auf),  fid)  anftrengen. 
enforme(n)  v.  unterrid)ten,  bele^ren. 
engendre(n)    v.    (er)seugen;     entfte^en; 

-ryng(e)  vsb.  @rgebnt§,  ^robuft;  -drure 

sb.  3e^gung;    ©rgeugniS,   ^ad)!omtnen- 
engregge(n)  y.  befc^ireren.  [f^aft. 

engyn  sb.  (grfmbung^gabe,  ©d^arffinn;  3Jia* 

f  chine;  -e(n)  v.  foltern. 
enhkunce(n)  v.  erfyeben, 
enhorte(n)  v.  emtafyten. 
enjoyne(n)  v.  berijcingen,  auferlegen. 
enlumyne(n)  v.  erleucgten. 
enlutyng  vsb.  SSerfitten. 
enoynte(n)  v.  falben;  -nte  pt.,  -nt  ppt. 
enprented  f.  emp-. 

enquere(n)  v.  fid)  erlunbigen,  nad)forfd)eiu 
ensample  sb.  SSeifpiel. 
enspire(n)  v.  einflofjett,  funbtun. 
ensure(n)  v.  berfidjern. 
entencioun  sb.  2lbftd)t;  SSJleinung,  ©inn. 
entende(n)  v.  beabfidjtigen ;  ftreben,  fid) 

befleifcigen;  ac^t  geben  (auf);  auf  marten 

(to), 
entente  sb.  2lbfid)t,  Pan,  ©treben;  ^ei- 

nung,  ©inn,  ©efiif)l;  58erfta'nbni§;  -tyf 

adj.  eifrig,  befliffen. 
enticer  sb.  SSerfutjrer;  -syng  vsb.  Slnreig,. 


entierly  —  fals. 
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entierly  adv.  gdnglicrj. 
entraille  sb.  (Singetoeibe,  S)arm. 
entredite(n)  v.  mit  bent  gnterbift  belegen. 
entremette(n)  v.  refl.  fief)  etnmifdjen. 
entune(n)  v.  anfttmmen. 
envenyme(n)    v.    bergiften,     bergdllen; 

-yng(e)  vsb.  ©ift. 
envoluped  ppt.  umgarnt. 
envyned  ppt.  mit  2Bein  berforgt. 
equation  sb.  ©leicfyung,  proportion. 
equynoxial  sb.  $quino!tial!rei§. 
er   1.  adv.  border.    2.  prp.  dor;    er  that 

nodj  fein(e),  faum  nad);  er  this  border. 

3.  cow;,  (avtdj  er  that)  tip,  bebor. 
ercedekene  (erche-)  sb.  Slrojibiafon. 
ere  1.  sb.  Dfyr;  pi.  oft  erys  (-is).  2.  -e(n) 

v.  acfern,  pflugen. 
Eriphilem  feribfytyle  (berrdt  tfjren  ©atten 

2Impfyarau§);  bgl  Virg.,  Aen.  VI,  445. 
erme(n)  v.  fid)  betruben;  dost  e.  ntacfyft 
Ermyn  sb.  2lrmenier.  [triib. 

erraunt   adj.    imtfjerfdjtueifenb;    theef  e. 

SSegelogerer. 
Erro  £>ero. 

ers  sb.  Slrfd),  §interer. 
erst  adv.  gtierft,  border;  at  e.  erft. 
eructavit  pf.  b.  Ictt.  v.  eructare,   bon  fid) 

geben,  eigtl.  riilbfen;  bgl.  «pf.  XLV,  2. 
erys  f.  ere  1. 

eschaunge  sb.  (®elb»)2Bed)fem. 
eschawfe(n)  v.  erlji£en;  entbrennen;  -fyng 

vsb.  §ifee,  ®drung. 
eschu,  -ew  ad;,  fcfjeu,  abgeneigt;  -ue(n), 

-ewe(n)  v.  fdjeuen,  bermeiben;  entrinnen. 
ese  1.  sb.  9tulje;  Sequemlid^feit,  (Srleid)* 

terung;  SSergniigen,  ^utjioetl;  ©efallen, 

Sroft;  SSerbflegung.  2.  -(n)v.  berpflegen, 

bemirten;  troften,  §elfen;  -ment  s&.  28of)I- 

tat,  £roft;  -sy  ad;,  bequem,  eben;  ge* 

fcillig;  md§tg;   esily  adv.  bequem;  leife. 
espace  sb.  §rtft;  f.  space, 
espece  sb.  2lrt;  f.  spece. 
espiaille  sb.  (Spume  (^l 
espiritueel  ad;,  geiftltd). 
espye  1.  s&.  ©bion.   2.  -ye(n),  -ie(n)  v. 

erfbdtien,  geftaljr  iuerben,  erblidten,  mer^ 

fen,  (er)forfd)en. 
essoyne  sb.  9f?ed)tfertigung. 
esta(a)t  sb.  (Stanb,  9f{ang,  ©tellung;  3Us 

ftanb;  ©ebiet;  Ifeittjett;  -lich,  -ly  ad;'. 

ftattlid),  tDiirbig. 
Estre  s&.  Dftern. 
estres  sb.  pi.  ^nnerel,  Ortlid)!eit. 
Ethiopeen  sb.  ^iobier,  2JloI)r. 
ete(n)  st.  v.  effen,  freffen;  eet  pt.;  eten  ppt. 
Euclyde  (£u!Iibe§,  griec^-  StRat!)entati!er. 


eve(n)   s&.    Slbenb;    e.-song   Stbenbfang, 

SSefberlduten. 
evene  ad;.  &  adv.   gerabe,   eben,   gleid)* 

md^ig;  gleid)mutig,  billig;  bid)t  an;  here 

hym  e.  borfid)tig,   aitf  ber  §ut  fein.  - 

e.-cristene  sb.  9Jlttdf)rift. 
everemo,  -moore  adv.  fitr  immer,  immer* 

bar,  immerfort. 
everich  (ntetft  bor  S8o!al  it.  ©ubft.);  ever- 

ichon  (-ychon)  prn.  jeber,  etn  jeglidjer; 

every  (meift  bor  ftonf.  it.  Slbj.);  e.-deel 
ew  sb.  @ibe.  [f.  deel. 

exaltacioun  sb.  ©joltation,  ^ocijfter  ©tanb 

(e.  ^laneten;   b.  I),  aftrol.  28irrfam!ett)  ; 

exaltat  ad;,  (ppt.)  erfyofyt. 
exametron  sb.  §ejameter. 
execucioun  sb.  2lu§fuljrimg;   doon  e.  on 

ettoaS  5iir  21.  bringen,  bollftreiien:  -tour 

sb.  SoIIftrecfer. 
expans  ad;.  ein§eln  ge^d^It,  bered^net;  bgl. 

collect. 

expounde(n),  -owne(n)  v.  beuten,  erfldren. 
expres  ad;.  &  adv.  auSbriicHtd),  beittlirf); 

-sse(n)  v.  ait^brilcfen,  bericEjten. 
expulsif  ad;,  au^treibenb,  retnigenb. 
ey  1.  sb.  @i.    2.  inter  j.  ei! 
[e]ye  (reimt  nur  aiif  -ye)  sb.  2luge  ;  -en  pi. 
eyle(n)  v.  fefyten,  fdjmerjen;  erleiben. 
eyr  f.  eir. 

eyse  sb.  f.  ese;  at  e.  beljaglidj. 
Ezechie  §i§fia  (fonig;  f.  3ef.  XXXVI  ff.). 
Ezechiel 


Face  sb.  2Tngeficf)t;  (aftrol.)  ®rtttel  (in  e. 

$eicrjen  b.  Xierfreifeg). 
facound  sb.  SSerebfamfeit. 
facultee  sb.  ^dl)ig!ett,  $nferjen. 
fader  sb.  SSater;  fader,  fadres  gen. 
fad  me  sb.  (aitd)  pi.)  $aben,  £Iafter. 
fail(l)e  1.  sb.  %ety,  Mangel.  2.  -(n)  v.  ber- 

feljlen,  ntangeln;  berfagen,  auffyoren,  au§* 

bleiben. 
fair  ad;,  fcrjon,  ^libfcf),  angene^m;  njiirbig, 

tiici)tig;  toofylgeftaltet,  frifd^;  -eadv.  fc^pn; 

brab,  efyrlidj  ;  orbentlii),  nett;  freunblid^; 

—  nesse  sb.  ©djonljeit;  @ittli(^!eit. 
faire  (fay-)  sb.  SRatft,  SKeffc. 
faldyng  sb.  grober  ©toff,  grieg. 
falle(n)  st.  v.  fallen,  i)erabfin!en;  gnfdllig 

fontmen,  geraten;  n;erben;  beginnen;  fief) 

einlaffen  in;  gefi^e^en,  fic^  begeben;  p- 

fto^en;  gel)5ren;  reirfjen  :c.;  falles  3.  s.  pr. 

(dial);  fil  (fel)  s.  pt.f  fille  pi;  falle(n) 

ppt.',  yfallen  in  e.,  ben  befallen  fyat. 
fals  ad;.,  -e  flekt.  falfc^,  fcrjlimm, 

n?iirbig. 

28* 


falw,  falow  —  flambe. 


falw,  falow  adj.  fafyf,  falb;  -es  pi. 

Icmb. 
fame  sb.  $itf,  @eriid)t,  %ama  (Ch.'s  'Hous 

of  Fame'). 

famulier  adj.  bertrcmt,  intim. 
fan  si.  $faf)l;  justen  atte  f.  :  gum  SRtngel* 

ftedjjen  cmteiten. 
fanne  sb.  $dd)er. 
fantastyk  adj.  f.  celle. 
fantasye     sb.    (Sinbtlbung  ;     Stebfyaberei, 

Saitne,  Sfteigung. 

fantome  sb.  Srugbilb,  @d)emen. 
fare  sb.  $8erfaf)ren,  S3enefmten;  ©etue,  £drm, 

©treit. 
fare(n)  v.  fasten,  reifen,  fid)  begeben,  ge* 

l)en;  berfafyren;  fid)  ftellen;  fid)  benelmten; 

I  f.  e»  ergel)t  (ge|t)  mtr;  fares  3.  s.  pr. 

(dial.);    ferde    ptf.;    fare(n)   ppt.',    best 

farynge  am  beften  auSgeftattet,  begabt; 

far-(fareth)wel   fafyr*   (lebe*,  *et)    toot)!. 
farsed  pptf.  bollgeftopft. 
fast  adj.  feft;   be  f.  feftfi|en;   -e  1.  adv. 

feft;  bidjt,  nafje;  eifrig,  leb^aft,  fdinett; 

[treng,  ^eftig;  tiid)tig.  2.  -e(n)  v.  faften; 

faste  pi. 

fauco(u)n  sb.  %alt,  4n;  -er  sb.  ^alfner. 
faught  f.  fighte(n). 

fawe  adj.  gent  bereit,  fro^  (bgl.  fayn). 
fay,  fey  sb.  £reu(e),  ©!)renn?ort. 
fay(e)rie  sb.  geenreiii),  geenfdjar;  3aitberet. 
fayn  adj.  fro?,  erfreut,  (of)  freunblid)  (511); 

adv.  gern. 
fayre  f.  faire. 

feblesse,  fiebl-  sb.  @d)todd)e. 
fecche(n)  v.  fjoten,  brtngen;  fette  pt.;  (y)fet 

ppt. 
fee  s&.  S9efi^;  So^n,  ©ebiiljren;  f.  symple 


feede(n)  v.  fiittern,   (er)na^ren,  ^>flegen; 

fedde-pl 

feeld  sb.  gelb,  (^elb)fd)lad)t;  feldes  pi 
feele(n)  v.  fitfjlen;  felte,  felede  pt. 
feend  s&.  b.  SSofe;  -ly,  -lych  adj.  teuflifd). 
fe(e)re  sb.  1.  gitrdjt,  Slngft.   2.  ©efctfjrte; 

in  f.  in  ©emeinfdjaft,   gitfammen,   attd) 

yfe(e)re.  3.  -(n)  v.  fiir^ten,  erfd^reden; 

fered  ppt.;  be  f.  (fid))  fiitdjten. 
feeste  sb.  ^eft;  make(n)  f.  feftltdj   emp* 

fangen,  bemirten;  ftd^  giitlic^  tint;  feest- 

lych  adj.  feftfreitbig. 

feet  1.  sb.  pi.  gu  foot.   2.  sb.  Sat,  SBer!. 
feffed  pp«.  bele^nt. 
feith  sb.  ©laiibe;  Xreue,  ^renmort;  mak- 

e(n)  f.  SBertravten  ertyeden. 
fel  1.  adj.  n?ilb,  grimmig,  fdjredKtd);  flekt. 

felle.     2.  p*.,  f.  falle(n). 


felawe    sb.   ©efa^rte,    ©enoffe; 

bugler,  ©egner;  terl;   -shipe   sb.  ©e- 

feilfc^aft,  ©emeinfd)aft  :c. 
fele  prn.  pi  biele. 
felonie  (-ye)    sb.    ^retjel,    SreulofigJeit; 

-nous  adj.  fretoefljaft. 
femele  adj.&sb.  meiblid),  n?eiblid)e§  SSefen. 
femenye  sb.  SBeiberboK,  5(magonen;  -nytee 

sb.  2Beib3geftatt. 
fen  sb.   1.  (Sumpf,  3)joor;    2.  Slbf^nitt; 

f.  canon, 
fer  adj.  &  adv.  fern,  toeit;  ferre  flekt.;  ferre, 

ferrer  comp.,  ferreste  supl 
Ferare  ^errara. 
fered  f.  feere;  ferde  f.  fare(n). 
ferforth,    -ly   adv.    toeit,   fe^r,    berartig; 

grimblid),  eifrig,  bollftdnbig. 
ferly  adj.  gefdt)rli(^,  fdjredlid). 
fermacies  sb.  pi  Slrgeneien. 
fermerer  sb.  Sjrittfer. 
fern  1.  sb.  garn.  2.  adj.  -e  pi  entfernt; 

adv.  lange  ^er,  Id'ngft. 
ferre,  etc.  f.  fer. 
ferthe,  fourthe  num.  trierter. 
ferther  comp.  f  enter,   hjeiter,  entfernter; 

dgl.  forth. 

ferthyng  sb.  Ureter,  Seller;  bijjjdjen. 
fest,  fist  sb.  ^auft. 
festeye(n)  v.  feftlidj  ben)irten. 
festne(n)  v.  befeftigen. 
fet(te)  f.  fecche(n). 
fethere(n)  v.  treten  (b.  £>afm). 
feture  sb.  3ug;  pZ.  5tu§fe^en. 
fetys  adj.,  -isly  adv.  fein,  gierlid),  fdiiberli^. 
fey  f.  fay. 
feyne(n)  v.  borgeben,  fi^  berftellen,   er- 

bidjten;  yfeyned  ppt.  itmgongen. 
feynte(n)  v.  fdjtoddjen. 
fieble  adj.  fc^tuad);  -esse  f.  febl-. 
fiers  adj.  toitb,  bofe. 
fighte(n)  st.  v.  Mmtofen ;  faught  pi;  foughten 

ppt. 
figure  1.  sb.  ©eftalt;  $tgur,  JRebewenbung, 

®(eic^ni§.   2.  -(n)  v.  barfteflen;  -yng(e) 

vsb.  bilblid)e  SRebetoeife. 
fille  1.  sb.  ©enitge,  £ergen§luft.   2.  pi  pi. 

f.  falle(n). 

fir  (fyr)  sb.  Belter,  -e  dal 
firre  sb.  ^otjre,  Xanne. 
first(e)  num.  erfter;   my  f.  mem   erfter 

©egenftanb. 
fit  sb.  1.  ©tog,  ©tretd);  il  f.  2fti&ge[d)icf. 

2.  ?lbfc^nitt,  Scil. 
fjthele  sb.  gtebel 
fix  ad?,  feft;  -e  flekl,  sb.  gtjftern. 
flambe  sb. 


fiatour  —  foul. 
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flatour  sb.  (Sd)tneid)Ier. 

flaugh,  fleigh,  fley  f.  flee(n). 

fle(e),  fleen  v.  1.  fttegen;  fleigh,  fiey, 
flaugh  s.  pt.,  flowen  pi.  pt.  2.  fliefyen, 
meiben;  fledde,  fleigh  pi.  3.  si).  $Iof); 
fleen  pi 

flees  sb.  $He§. 

fleete(n)  v.  fd)tt>immen;  fleteth  3.  5.  pr. 

flekked  ppt.  gefledft,  gefprenlelt. 

fle(e)me(n)  v.  berbarmen,  bertreiben;  -ere 
sb.  SBertreiber. 

Flemyng  s&.  glantlanber  (V.  16180:  Sluf- 
ftanb  gegen  bie  in  ©nglanb  angefiebelten 
flamifdjen  £udf)ft>eber). 

flex  sb.  f$Iarf}3. 

flikerynge  ppr.  flatternb. 

flitte(n)  v.  bergeijen. 

flo  sb.  $feil. 

flokmele  adv.  fcfjarentoeife. 

floryn  sb.  (florenttnifdjer)  ®ulben  (etroa  = 
3  sh.). 

flotery  ady.  flatternb,  jergauft. 

flour  s&.  1.  SSIume,  SBIiite;  I)dcf)fter  ©tab; 
b.  ©rofcte;  ten;  fl.-de-lys  fiilic;  -e(n)  v. 
blit^en.  2.  2ftef)l. 

flowen  ).  flee(n). 

floyte(n)  v.  floten. 

fnese(n)  v.  fdjnaufen. 

fnorte(n)  v.  fcfynarcfyen. 

fole(n)  v.  fofyfcn,  gebaren. 

folily  A  tortd)t;  f.  fool. 

folwe(n)  v.  folgen,  befolgen. 

fo(o)nd  f.  fynde. 

fonde(n)  v.  fcerfudjen,  fic^  bemilfjen. 

fonge(n)  v.  empfangen. 

fonne  sb.  (dial.)  S^arr,  ©edf. 

font  s&.  Xaufbetfen;  f.-ful  s&.  bedfentioll; 
f.-stoon  s&.  Saufftein. 

foo  sb.  f^einb;  foon,  foos  pi. 

fool  1.  sJ.  S^arr,  £or.  2.  a^'.  torid)t;  f.- 
hardy  adj.  tollfiil)n;  f.-large  ad^'.  t>et> 
jd)i-uenberi|d);  f.-largesse  sft.  Setf^njen- 
bung,  iibertrtebene  §retget)tg!ett. 

foom  sb.  @d)aum;  fomy  adj.  j^dumenb. 

foore  sb.  @^)ur,  SSanbel. 

foot  fyu^;  feet,  foot  (b.  gaglen)  pi.;  foote 
dot.;  id.  sb.  ©c^ritt;  f.-hoot  adv.  etligft, 
fogleto);  f.-mantel  sb.  @d)it|ntantel. 

for  1.  prp.  flit,  urn;  megen,  urn  . .  ipiflen; 
burd),  mit;  tro|  jc.;  f.  me  bon  ntir  au§, 
meinetrtjegen;  for  that  con;,  (begtuegen) 
toeil;  for-thy  adv.  barunt;  but  nat  f. 
beffen  ungead)tet;  for-why  adv.  tt>e$* 
tt)egen.  2.  conj.  bemt,  toeil;  bamit;  for 
to  (urn)  git.  3.  SSorftlbe  =  btjd).  ber^  ob. 


for-be(e)de(n)  st.  v.  Derbieten,  ber^iiten; 
f.-bad  pt.;  bode  ppt.;  -bere(n)  st.  v. 
imtexlajfen,  beifeite  laffen.  fief)  entfjatten; 
(ber)f^onen  ;  -blak  arf?.  tieffd)tr>atg; 
-brused  (gang)  gerfto^en;  -by  adv.  t>or« 
bei;  -do(on)  v.  t>ermd)ten,  gugtunbe 
ri^ten;  umbringen;  -dronken  ppL\$toti 
befrunfen;  -dryed  ppt.  gang  uertrodnet; 
-fered  ernftHd)  beforgt;  -go(o)n  v.  t>er= 
lieren,  tergi^ten  anf;  -kerve(n)  v.  get- 
fdjneiben;  -kutte(n)  v.  gerfdjlagen;  -laft 
pp<.  entfagt;  -lesen  v.  berftcren;  -lete(n) 
v.  aufgeben;  -old  adj.  fefy:  alt;  -pyned 
ppt.  gerqucilt;  -sake(n)  st.  v.  (ber)Iaffen, 
entfagen;  -slewthe(n),  -slewe(n)  v.  »er* 
geuben,  berfd)Ie^^en;  -slugge(n)  v.  ber= 
fontmen  laffen;  -straught  ppt.  abgef)e£t; 
-thy  f.  for  i;  -thynketh  imps,  (eg)  tut 
mir  leib;  -troden  ppt.  gertretcn;  -waked 
ppt.  ubermarfit,  milbe  bom  SBadjett; 
-wrapped  ppt.  ber^iillt,  eingetoidelt; 
-yelde(n)  v.  bergelten;  -yeten  st.  v.  ber* 
geffctt  (f.  yeten);  -yetelnesse  sb.  S^er= 
ge|lic|!eit;  -yiven  st.  v.  bergeben,  f.  yiven 
(yeven). 

forage  sb.  gutter;  §en. 

force,  fors  sb.  ©en?alt;  (is)  no  fors  eg 
liegt  nicfjtS  baran,  fdjabet  nic^)t§;  I  do 
no  f.  eg  fummert  mid)  nid)t;  what  f. 
itjog  Itegt  baran,  tut  bag? 

forest-syde  sb.  28albe£faunt. 

for(e)ward  1.  sb.  2Ibmad)ung,  Serirag. 
2.  adv.  boriDdrtg,  boran. 

for(e)wityng  vsb.  S5or^eriwffen;  —  forwoot 
s.  pr.  toeijj  border  (f.  when). 

forfete(n)  v.  fiinbtgen. 

forked  ppt.  gegabelt;  f.  berd  3ft>idelbart. 

forme  1.  adj.  erfter;  f.  fader  SSorfafyr. 
2.  sb.  gorm,  ©eftalt;  (fourme)  Sager, 
©affe.  3.  -e(n)  v.  bilben;  -ere  sb. 


forncast  ppt.  borbebad^t. 

fo(u)rneys  sb. 

fornicacioun  sb.  ^urerei. 

fors  f.  force. 

forster  sb.  ^orftmann. 

forth  adv.  fort,  toeiter;  lay  f.  blieb  lie  gen; 

f.  -right  adv.  ftracf§;  -er  comp.  (f.  ferther) 

metier;   borgerucft;    f.-mo,    -moor(e), 

-over  adv.  ferner,  iiberbieg. 
fortune  1.  sb.  ®efd)t(!;  ^ortuna,  ©liitfg- 

go'ttin.   2.  -(n)  v.  ©^idj'al  beuten,  (en- 

fen;  ftellen  (f.  ascendent). 
f  other  sb.  guber. 
foul  adj.  fd)mu^ig;  bofe,  fd^lintm,  fdjnobe, 

iibel;  9d§IiQ);  -e  fieki.  &  adv. 
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founde  —  geen. 


founde  1.  pt.  pi  f.  fynden.    2.  -e(n)  v. 

griinben,  fttften,  bieten. 
foundre(n)  v.  ftraudjent. 
fowel  sb.  SBogel. 
foyne(n)  v.  fedjien. 
foyson  si.  gutte. 
fra  fdwxZ.j  =  fro(m). 
frakenes  sb.  pi  ©ommerfbroffen. 
franchise  sb.  ^reifinn,  ^odjfjerjtgfeit. 
frankeleyn  (-lyn)  sb.  §reifaffe,  ©utSbefifcer. 
fraternitee  sb.  (!irdjl.)  $riiberfd)aft. 
frayneth  f.  freyne(n). 
free  ad;,  fret,  freigebig;   fyolb;   frely  adv. 

freirtnttig. 
freele  adj.  gebredjltd);  —  freeltee,  freletee 

sb.  ©ebredjlicrjfeit,  @$fead$eii. 
fremde  adj.  fremb. 
frenesye  s6.  Solicit. 
frenges  sb.  pi  $ranfen. 
frere  s5.  Drben§bruber,  SSettetmottcb. 
frese(n)  s$.  v.  gefrieren  madden,  erftarren. 
frete(n)  si  v.  freffen,  bergefyren;  frete  pi 

pi;  frete(n)  pp<. 
fro  (meift  bor  $onfonant),  from  (meift  bor 

&ofal)  prp.  bon,  au§,  2C. 
frothe(n)  v.  frfjaumen. 
fructuous  ad;,  frucfitbar. 
frutestere  s&.  Dbflberfduferin. 
Frydeswyde:    (Srfjttjjpatrotrirt    etnet    Dj* 

forber  ©emeinbe. 
ful  1.  adj.  boll;    atte  fulle  boltig.    2.  adv. 

bollig,  fe^r,  gar. 
fulsomnesse  sb.  Ubcrmajs. 
fume  sb.  2)unft,  S3IaI)iing;  f.-tere  sb.  (£rb- 


fumositee  sb.  $imft, 
fundement  sb.  ©efafc. 
furial  adj.  fjoHifd),  ftmtenb. 
furlong  sb.  etn  baar  f)unbert  (Sc^ritt  (Vs 
engt  SOW.);    a  f.  wey   e.  !urge  ©trede, 


furryng(e)  vs&.  .r  , 
fusible  ad;,  fdjmelgbar. 
fyn  1.  s&.  @nbe,  8ttje^/  ^  , 

ben.  2.  ad;',  fetn,  fdjdn;  ftar!. 
fynch  sb.  $in!;  pulle  a  f.  e.  Sgogel  rubfen 

(b.  {).  e.  9Mbd)en  berfiif)ren). 
fynde(n)   s<.  v.   finben ;   berforgen ;    fynt 

3.  s.  pr.;   foond  s.  pi,   founde  pi  pt.; 

(y)founde(n)  ppl;  fyndyng  vsb.  $in> 

forge, 
fyr  f.  fir. 
fyssh  sb.  f^ifd);  ©ternbilb  b.^.;  F.-street 

©tra^e  i.  b.  (£itt)  bon  Sonbon,  am  lifer 

b.  Sfcemfe. 


Gabbe(n)  v.  au^blaubern,  mti^ig  reben; 

-er  sb.  <Sd)tr>a'£er. 
gadre(n)  v.  fammeht,  berfantmeln. 
gaf  f.  yive(n). 

gaillard  (gaylard)  adj.  munter,  luftig. 
gaineth  (gay-)  imps.  e§  nii|t. 
gale(n)  v.  fc^reten. 
Galgopheye:  Drt^name  (Gargaphie,  Sat 

in  SBootien?  f.  Ov.,  Met.  Ill,  156). 
Galice  ©aligien,  in  ©banien  (St.  Jago  de 

Compostella). 
Galien  (-yen)  1.  Galenus,  beriit)mter  2lt§t 

(geb.  130  n.  (£l)r.).    2.  Gallienus,   rom. 

taifer  (260—68). 
galiones  (-anes)  sb.  pi  golenifcfjer 

tran!  (bgl  galon  ©allone). 
galle  sb.  1.  ®atte.   2.  munbe  (Stefie. 
galoche  sb.  ©djirf). 
galpe(n)  v.  gd't)nen. 
galwes  sb.  pi  ©atgen. 
galyngale  sb.  (Mgant 


game  1.  sb.  ©biel,  ©bafc,  ^ergniigen,  Suft. 

2.  -(n)  imps,  freuen,  gef  alien. 
gan  f.  gynne(n). 
gane(n)  v.  ga^nen. 
gap  sb.  Cffnimg,  2)ur^)Ia§;   gappe  dot.; 

-e(n)  v.  (nad)  Suft)  fdjnabben;  gaffen; 

-ynge  ppr.   mtt   offenem  SJhmbe,   nad) 

Sftern  rtngenb;  f.  aud)  cape. 
gar^at  sb.  ©urgel. 
garleek  sb.  ^noblaud). 
gas  (dial.)  3.  s.  pr.  gefyt. 
gat  f.  gete(n). 
Gatesden:  Sofyt  bon  ©abbe§ben,  9lt§t  in 

Dsforb  (f  1361). 
gat-tothed  adj.  ledergdfjnig  (mtt  au§em* 

anberftetjenben  3^ne^)- 
gaude   s&.  ^u|,  (Sdjmucf;   @ba^,  ^niff  ; 

-ed  ppt.  gefarbt. 
Gaufred:    ©ottfricb    bon   SBinfauf;    berf. 

'Nova  Poetria'. 
Gaunt  ©ent. 

gauren  v.  gaffen,  anftaunen. 
Gawain:  beriit)mter  fitter  bon  ®ontg  5tr* 

tu§'  Safelrunbe. 
Gawle  ©allten. 
gay-  f.  aud)  gai-. 
gay  adj.  luftig,  iibbig,  leidjtferttg;  gebufct, 

bergiert;  glcinjenb,  blan!;  -e  adv. 
gayler  sb.  Slerfermeifter. 
gaytris-beryes   sb.  pi 

baum*?)beeren. 

Gazan  n.  @afa  (S3ud)  b.  9?id)ter  XVI). 
gea(u)nt  sb.  feefc. 
geen  (dial)  ppl  gegangen. 


ge(e)re  —  gown(e). 
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ge(e)re  sb.  1.  Ziadft,  Sftuftung;  guberei* 
tung;  ©erdt,  3eu9-  2.  geer(e)  (berdn* 
betted)  SSefen,  SBenefjmen;  g.-ful,  geery 
ad?',  berdnberlid),  n?ed)felnb. 

geeste  1.  s&.  @ef<feie!>fc,  (£elben*)@age; 
(romantifdje)  (£rgdl)Iwtg,  5tbenteuer;  Ro- 
mayn  geestes:  femergeften  (mittelalterl. 
©efd)td)ti§fammhmg  ;  V.  6224  =  Val.  Maxi- 
mus).  2.  -(n)  v.  (Slbenteuer)  ergdfyen; 
-  geestour  sb.  ©r§dl)ler,  ©prefer. 

gelde(n)  v.  berfrfjneiben;  -dyngsJ.  SBafladj. 

gent  adj.  ebel;  fein,  jterlid);  -il  adj.  ebel, 
ablig,  bontefjtn;  freunbftd),  gartfiifylenb; 
nett;  trefflid),  feingebilbet;  -iie  sb.  bor* 
nefynte  3)ame;  -ils  sb.  pi.  boritefyme, 
feinere  Seute;  -illesse  sb.  9lbel,  @bel* 
mut,  SBilrbe;  §oflid)!ett,  ©nabe,  ©lite; 
(feme)  SSilbung;  -illy  adv.  minntglid)  ; 
^oflidj;  au[  feine  2lrt;  -(e)rie  sb.  dor* 
nefjme  ©efinnung,  Slbfunft,  SBorneijttt- 
fjeit,  f)ol)er  ©tanb. 

Genylon  ©cmelon  (SSerrdter  i.  b.  SftoIanbS- 
jage). 

geomancie  sb.  ^itnftierfunft  (28af)tfagen 
m&  ^tguren). 

gerdo(u)n  sb.  So^n,  ^ret§;  -one(n)  v.  be- 
lo^nen. 

gerl,  girl  sb.  SUldbc^en,  ®irne  (aurf)  S3ur" 
jc^e);  pi.  junge  Seute. 

gerland  sb.  ®ian%;  G-:  £>imbename(?). 

Gernade  ©ronaba. 

gerner  sb.  ^omfpeidjer. 

Gerounde  ©ironbe  (%l). 

gesse(n)  v.  bermuten,  fid^  ben!en. 

gete(n)  si.  v.  erlangen,  ertuerben,  berfd)af* 
fen;  ergeiigen;  merben;  get  3.  s.  pr.; 
gat  pt.;  (y)gete(n)  ppJ./  ye  g.  namoore, 
etc.:-  Better  mill  id)  nid)t^  fagen,  genug 
^ierbon. 

gif  (dial.)  conj.  toettn. 

giggynge  ppr.  berientenb. 

Gilbertyn  :  ©ilbertug5lnglicu^  9fejt(13^.). 

Gile  @t.  %biu§  (f  721);  Gille:  graiten- 
name  ( 


gilt(e)lees  ad;',  fdjulblol,  imfdjulbig. 

gipser  sb.  ©elbtafdje. 

girde(n)  v.  fymen;  girt  ppt. 

girl  f  .  gerl  ;  gise  f.  gyse. 

giterne  (gy-)  sb.  Bttler,  Saute;  -yng  vsb. 


glad  adj.  frorj;  -dde  jlekt.;  -ly  adv.  gent, 
bereittoittig;  ^affenb,  fiigtid);  -e(n)  v.  er* 
fjeitern,  trdften;  -ere  sfe.  ©rljetterer,  4n, 

glarynge  ppr.  glo^enb. 

glee  sb.  2Jlufi!. 

gle(e)de  sb.  ©tut;  glitfjenbe 


gleyre  s&.  28ei§eg  (e.  @i§). 

glood  f.  glyde(n). 

glose  1.  s&.  ©lofi'e,  ^)eutung;  ©c^metc^elei. 
2.  -(e)n  v.  beuten,  um)4teiben;  fd)dn 
reben,  befdjortigen,  fdjmeidjeln;  be  yglos- 
ed:  ©djmeidjeleien  ^drett. 

glotonye  sb.  fedfletei,  @d)tt>elgerei. 

glyde(n)  s^.v.  gleiten,  f^reiten,  emporfteigen; 
glood  pt.;  glyden  ppt. 

glymsyng  vsb.  ©djimmer. 

gnawe(n)  st.  v.  (be)nagen;  gnow  pt. 

gnof  sb.  terl,  £aug. 

go,  goon  in.  v.  gefyn,  fid)  betuegen  ufto.; 
goost,  gooth  s.,  gooth,  goon  pi.  pr.; 
yede,  wente  (f.  wende)  pt.;  (y)go,  gon, 
goon  ppt.,  adj.  botiiber,  batjin;  fdjon 
bor;  er  I  go:  gum  ©djlufj,  fd)Iie§Iid); 
g_o  ne  (or)  ride:  fid)  begeben,  reifen 
(f.  ride)  ufto.;  g.  biforn  guborfommen; 
g.  in  f)ineinfd)Iagen,  ^bringen;  g.  out 
I)erau3fat)ren;  g.  vp  ent^orbringen. 

gobet  sb.  ©tiicf,  ^e^en. 

God  sb.  ©ott,  (ofterg)  WytiftuS;  goddes 
gen.;  §ertgott3«  (7329);  -hede  sb.  ©ott* 
tt;  -sib  (gossib)  s&.  ©ebatter,  -in, 


gode  f.  good. 

gold-hewen  ppt.  aiig  ©olb  get)Qiien;  g.- 
lees  ad;'.  gelbloS  ;  g.-smythrye  ©olbarbeit. 

golet  sb.  ®el)te. 

goliardeys  sb.  3otenrei^er. 

Golias  ©oliatf). 

gon  f.  go,  gonne  f.  gynne. 

gonge  sb.  ©rube,  Stbtritt. 

good  ad;',  gut,  ftmcfer,  bieber;  sb.  ©ut; 
S3orteit;  -es  pZ.  ©liter,  ©oben;  for  gode 
dat.  tm  @rnft;  -lich,  -ly  ad;',  giltig,  brab, 
mader;  adv.  giltlidj,  {jerjlic^  gern;  -man 
sb.  S3teberntann;  SanbrtJtrt;  -e  men: 
Hebe  Seute;  -nesse  sb.  gute  eigenfdjaft, 
SSor^ug;  guteg  28er!,  Xiid)tig!eit. 

gooldes  sb.  pi.  ©oIbK$RmgeI*)bI^me. 

goore  sb.  gtmdel;  3MeI  (=©ett)anb). 

Sjost  1.  sb.  ©eift.    2.  3.  s.  pr.,  f.  go. 
ootlond  ©otlanb  ((Sdjmeben). 
gossamer  s&.  ©ommerfdben. 
goute  sb.  ©id)t. 
governe(n)  v.  Ien!en,  bertualten,  be^err* 

fc^en;  (fid^)  rid)ten;  -naille  sb.  ^errfd^aft; 

-naunce    sb.    §errfdjaft,    ©elbftbeijerr^ 

fd)ung;  Senfung;  ©efdjciftSf  lining,  SBer- 

maltung;   Db^ut;   S3etragen;   -nour  sb. 

§errfd)er,  ^ii^rer,  ,,gro^er  £>err". 
gown(e)  sb.  3fiod,  ©emanb  (im  2J13I.  iib^ 

lici^eg  ©efd)enf);    g.-clooth   Xud)   gum 

©ewanb. 
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grace  —  hardy. 


grace  sb.  ©nabe,   <pulb,  ©unft;   Sftitleib; 

SluSfefyen;  -es  pZ.  f)an!;  hard(e),  sory  g. 

2ftiJ3gefcf)tcf,  Unolucf;   Sftifcf  alien; 

ftalt,  iible§  2lu3)el)en;  for  his  g. 

gunften;   save   youre   g.   mit 

-lees  adj.  t>on  ©ott  Derlaffen;   -cious 

a<fy'.  angenefym;  -ly  adv.  giinftig. 
grame  sb.  ©ram,  Summer. 
gra(u)nge  sb.  2Tceierei;' 
gras  sb.  1.  ©ra§;  g.-tyme  Sugenbbliite.  2.  = 

grace  V.  13735. 

graunt  mercy  (ftg.)  grofjen  $eml. 
grave   1.  s&.  ©tab.   2.  -(n)  v.  begraben, 

toergraben;     eingraben,    (ein)gratrieren, 

meifceln;  (y)grave  ppJ. 
grayn,  greyn  sb.  ®orn,  ©etretbe;  ®arbo* 

mom,  ©ettmrgnagletn;  in  g.  edjt  gefarbt. 
grece  (gresse)  1.  sb.  $ett.   2.  G.—  ©tie* 

cfyenlanb;  see  of  g.  Sttttelmeer. 
gree  sb.  1.  SRang,  $orrang.  2.  3&of)Irt)oIIen, 

©nabe. 
greet  adj.  gro§,  [tar!;  laut;  fd^ncH;  toi^ttg, 

[rf)tt>er;  ltp|)ig;  grete  /ZeA;<.  (f.  grete  v.); 

gretter  comp.,  grettest(e)  supl. 
gre(e)te(n)  v.  (be)gru&en;  grette  pi. 
Gregorie  ®regorl.b.©rofje,  ^p  (f  604); 

jit.  @rf)riften:  'Homiliae',  'Moralia',  'In 

vii.  psalm,  poenitent.  exposicio',  etc. 
grehound  sb.  SBinbfpiel. 
grenehede  sb.  ©tiln^eit,  Untcifc. 
Grenewych  ©teentoid)   (Sent),   geitnjeife 

2Bot)nfi^  Ch.'s. 

grette  f.  greete,  gretter  f.  greet. 
greve  1.  sb.  §ain.  2.  -(n)  v.  argent,  Mn* 

!en;  be[d)rt)erlt(f)  fein,  ^lagen;  fc^abigen; 

ygreved  ppt.;  -vaunce  sb.  ^irger,  $rger= 

ni§;  Dual,  Summer;  S3e[<i)ti)erbe;  -vous 

adj.  frf)tper,  ernftlicf) ;  fcfymerglid) ;  berbittert; 

-vousliche  adv. 
greyn  f.  grayn. 

greythe(n)  (grei-)  v.  fid)  riiften,  bereit  ma« 
grifphon,s&.  ©reif.  [d^cn. 

grisly  adj.  grajjltcrj,  grimm,  fdjauerlid). 
grone(n)  v.  ad^en,  grungen. 
gronte(n)  v.  fto^nen;  gronte  pt. 
grope(n)  v.  (be)taften,  unterfucfyeti. 
grot  sb.  Siittel^en. 
grote  sb.  ©rofdjen  (cthia  3—4  ^f.). 
ground  sb.  ©runb,  ©adje  uftu.;  ©etoebe; 

-e(n)  ppt.  f.  grynde. 
growe(n)  st.  v.   toat^fen,  merben;  grew, 

growed  pt.;  growe(n)  ppt. 
groyn  sb.  ©djnau^e,  SHiiffel;  -yng  vsb.  ©e* 
grucche(n)  v.  murren,  grotten.        [murr. 
gruf  adv.  auf§  ©eftdjt,  nieber. 
grymnesse  sb.  ©raufen,  ©reuel. 


grynde(n)  st.  v.  mafylen;  fdjleifett;  grynt 

s-  Pr-j  (y)grounde(n)  ppt. 
grynte(n)  v.  !Tiirfd)en;  grynte  pt. 

S-ys  1.  adj.  grau.   2.  sb.  graueS  ^eljmer!, 
uesclin  :  93ertranb  2)ugue§clin  (  1320—80), 


Gy:  ©ir  ©ut)  t)on  SSaririd,  megl.  S^oman^e. 
gyde  1.  s&.  ^iil)rer,   Senfer.    2.  -(n)  v. 

filtjren,  leiten,  geleiten. 
gye(n)  v.  Ien!en,  leiten. 
gyle  (gi-)  sb.  S5etritg;  withouten  g.  otjne 

Sfolfq;  -lour  s&.  Setriiger. 
gyn  sb.  ^unftgriff;  Sift. 
gyngebred  sb.  ^ontgritdjen. 
gyngle(n)  v.  flmgeltt. 
gynne(n)  st.  v.  beginnen;  gan  s.  pt.,  gonne 

pi.  pt.  (oft  al§  fpdtnort,  mie  im  fpfit. 

@ngl.  to  do). 

gypon  sfc.  SKamS,  SSaffenrod. 
gyse  s6.  9lrt,  SSeife, 
gyte  sJ.  tleib, 
gyterne  f.  gi-. 


Haaf  f.  heue(n). 

habit  s&.  Sfteibimg. 

Habradate  5lbrabate§,  ^onig  Don  ©ufiana. 

hab(o)unde(n)  v.  Uberflu§  ^aben,  retdjlidj 

befi|en;   -dant  adj.  reid)  (an);  -dantly 

adv.  retrf)It^;  -daunce  sb.  ftberflufc,  giiHe. 
ha  ha!  inter j.  fyxfya!  f)o^o!  Coital 
hakeney  sb.  Mepper. 
half  s6.  (Seitc,  $filfte;  halves  pZ./  a  Goddes 

h.  in  ©otte§  Women. 
haliday  (haly  d.)  sb.  ^etertag. 
halke  sb.  28m!el,  Me. 
halse(n)  v.  befcrjtooren,  onfle^en. 
halt  f.  holde(n). 
halwe  1.  sb.  §etltger.  2.  -(n)  v.  fjetltgen, 

(cin)toci^ctt 
Haly:   2ffi  ben  el-5lbba§  eI-3)Zajuft,   arab. 

^aturforfd^er  (|  994). 
ham  (dial.)  sb.  $eim. 
han  f.  have(n). 
hand  f.  hond. 
handebrede  sb.  £anbbrett;  handwork  sb. 

©efc^opf. 
hap  sb.  @cf)tc!fal3toenbimg,  ©efdjid;  ©litd; 

happe(n)  v.  gefctjefyen. 
hard  adj.  ijart,  graufam  (f.  grace) ;  -e  adv. 

feft;  -e(n)  v.  ^drten;  yharded  ppt.;  -nesse 

sb.  ^cirte;  SBefcfjtreroe. 
hardy  adj.  lii^n,  ftrettbar;  -dily  adv.  fiil)n* 

Itd^;  fid)erlid),  beretttt)iflig;  -dynesse  sb. 

Stfi^nt  SSermegen^eit,  ftbermitt;  Sraft- 

beh?u|tfem. 


harlot  —  hevynesse. 
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harlot   sb.   ©rfjelm;    23ube,    flerl;     -trie 

(•trye)  sb.  goten,  ©cfymufcerei;  SSuberei; 

Sieberltcfifeit,  ttngudjt. 
harm  s&.  Setb,  ©cfyaben;   it  is  h.  e3  ift 

frf)abe;  speke  h.  berldftern;  f.  aitd)  broken. 
barneys  s&.  §atnifdj;  ©eljenf;  ©erat,  ©e- 

fdjirr;   geitg;   -e(n)  v-  fyetridjten,   au§- 
harre  sb.  &afpe,  Siirangel.  [flatten, 

harrow  inter?',  fjallo !  (f.  out), 
harwe(n)  v.  berauben;  .  .  harwed  helle: 

(bet)  gut  §olle  fitljr. 
harye(n)  v.  fdjleppen. 
hasard  sb.  SBtitfelfpiel;  -our  s&.  ©pieler; 

-rye  sb.  ©Jrielfudjt 
Hasdrubal:  fartljag.  $elbfjerr  im  3.  pun. 

Iriege  (146). 
hastif  (-y)  a<fy'.  eilig;  -liche,  -ly  adv.  ciligft; 

-nesse  ftbereihmg. 
ha(u)bergeon  s&.  $angetf>emb. 
hauberk  (haw-)  sb.  £>al§betg,  23ruftyanger. 
hauk  s&.  ^agbfatfe;  -e(n)  v.  beigen;  -yng 

vsb.  33eige;  an  h.  auf  bie  SB. 
haunche-bon  s&.  Mfmtm^en. 
haunt  s&.  2Iufentf)aIt;  ©ebiet;  S3ettieb; 

-e(n)  v.  betreiben,  fid)  fyingeben;  (tjdufig) 

be)it(f)en. 

hauteyn  a^'.  Ijodjmiitig;  tout, 
have,  ban  v.  Ijaben,  beft^en,  betjalten  ufnj.; 

re/Z.  fid)  rjerfyalten;   have,   ban  pZ.  pr.; 

had(de)  pt.;   had  pp/.;   h.  me  excused 

rt)olle(t)  mi4  enijdjulbigen. 
hawe  sb.  1.  ^of,  ©efyoft.    2.  ^agebutte; 

hawebake  gebadtene  §.,  b.  ^.  magere  toft. 
Hayles  §aile§,  9Ibtei  t.  ©loucefterfljire. 
haynselyn  sb.  ^ade. 
hayt  t-wiery.  fyii,  fjott! 
he(e)  pr»t.  er;  biejer,  fener,  berjemge,  je- 

ntonb;   hym  «fcrf.  <fe  ace.  i^m,  itjn  ufio., 

re/7,  fief);  they  pi.  n.  fie  ufiu.;  hem  dat. 

&  ace.  ifjnen,  fie,  refl.  fic^. 
heed,  heved  s6.  £aupt,  ^opf;   maugree 

.  .  heed  ttofc,  iuiber  . .  SBillen. 
heede  sb.  §ut,  3trf)t;  take  h.  atf)tgeben. 
heeld  f.  holde. 
heele  1.  sb.  $eil,  ©Kid,  ©cfunbt|cit.  2.  -(n) 

«.  fjeilett. 

heelp  f.  helpe(n),  heeng  f.  honge(n). 
heep  sb.  £>aufe,  Sdjat;  hepe  ^.  (?);  f.  it. 
heer  1.  s6.  ^aar;  herys  (-es)  pZ.  2.  heer(e) 

adv.  fyer.   3.  heere(n)  v.  Ijoren;  herde 

pt.;  herd  pp<. 

he(e)ste  sb.  ©e^eife,  ©ebot. 
heete   1.  sb.  £i£e,  ©lut.    2.   heete(n), 

hoten  s<.  v.  ^ei^en,  nennen;   berfjei^en, 

betfpte^en;  berfid^ern;  heet,  highte  pt.; 

hoote,  hoten,  hight  ppt. 


heeth  sb.  ^,eibe;  §etbe!tQut. 

heigh  (heih),  hy   adj.  IjodEi,  grofc,  ftatf, 

f$mer;  ftreng;  arg;  frofy  ufto.;  heighe, 

hye  ftekt.  &  adv.;  hyer  comp.;  h.  bond 

£)berf)anb;  on  heigh,  an-h.  oben;  in  h. 

and  lo(u)gh  in  alien  ©tiidfen,  im  graven 
helde  f.  holde.  [unb  Reinen. 

hele(n)  v.  berl)itllen,  berbergen. 
Helie  ©lia  (I.  ^otiige  XVIII,  18). 
Helowys     §eloife,      ©eliebte     3lbalarb§ 

(t  H62). 
help(e)  sb.  $ilfe;  -e(°)  st-  v-  ^elfcn;  heelp 

pi.;  holpen  ppt. 
hem  f.  he;  hem-self  f.  self, 
hende  adj.  fein,  artig. 
henne  adv.  fjinnen,  bon  fjier,  ba^in;  hennes- 

forth  fiirberfjin. 
hente(n)  v.  ergreifen,  erfjafdjen,  faff  en,  er* 

tapperi;  nelimen;  h.  out  fortretfjen;  h.  vp 

aiiftjeben;  hente  pt.;  (y)hent  ppt. 
hepe  sb.  Jpagebutte;  f.  and)  heep. 
heraud  sb.  §erolb. 
herb  f.  yve. 
herbergage    sb.    SESoIjnung,    Unterlunft, 

^acrjtquartier ;     -geour    sb.    Ouartier- 

madder,  Courier. 
herberwe  sb.  Hnterfunft,  Sfafentfyrit;  §er- 

berge;   §afen;   -wyng  vsb.   Untetfiinft, 

©inquartierung. 
here  prn.  f.  hir(e). 
herke(n),  herkne(n)   v.   ridren,   ^ord)en, 

(be)IaufdE)en;  h.  after  gurjoren. 
Herman  no  §eremiann§  (=nntanu§?). 
Hermes:  £.  'trismegistus',  mt|[tifd)er  ?pl)i- 

lofop^  it.  SHrfirjmift. 

Hermyon  ipctmione,  Softer  b.  2ftenelau3. 
herne  s6.  SBinfel. 
H  erodes:  $.  bet  Setrardj;  V.  3382:  SRoIIc 

b.  §.  im  geiftl.  ©piel. 
heron  s&.  ^et^er;  -sewes  pi.  lunge  Stetfjer. 
hert  sb.  $irfdj. 
herte   s6.  ^erg;   -lees  a^'.  ^etrio*,  feig; 

s&.  ^eigling;    -ly  (hertly)   adj.  &  adv. 

Ijerglidj,  aufrid)ttg;  -roote  s&.  §ergrourgel, 

innerftel  ^erg;  -spoon  56.  SBruftbein. 
herye(n)  v.  loben,  prcifcn,  anbeten;  -yng(e) 

vsb.  Sob^reifung,  9lut>m. 
herys  f.  heer  i. 
Hester  ©fttjer. 

hethen  s&.  ^eibe;  -esse  s&.  ^eibenlanb. 
hethyng  s6.  ©qtm^f. 
heve(n)  st.  v.  f)eben;  ha(a)f  pt. 
heved  f.  heed. 
hevenysshly  adv. 
hevynesse    s&. 

Srouer,  Sriibfol,  ©ram. 
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hewe  —  hyre. 


laut; 
hiht 


Hirer. 


hewe   1.  so.  garbe;   ©djetn.    2.  -(n)  v. 

fdrben.   3.  sb.  (£>au3)btener. 
hewen  f.  gold. 
hey  sb.  £eu. 
heyne  sb.  ©djurfe. 
heyre   adj.   fjdren;    so.   Ijdrene*   Qtetnanb 

(heyr  (£rbc). 

heythen  fdi'aJJ  adv.  t>on  fytnnen. 
hid(e),  hidde  f.  hyde. 
hider  adv.  fyerfjer;  h.  (hyder)ward  be§gl. 
hidous  adj.  gravid},  furdjierlicrj. 
hierde  sb.  <pirt. 
highte   1.  sb.  §of)e;   on  h.  empor; 

maked  vp-on  h.   erlpfyt.    2.   pi., 

ppt.,  }.  heete  2. 
hir  1.   prn.  poss.   ([eltener  hire   al§ 

/ew.  <£  pZ.  ifyr,  *e,  beren.   2.  gen.  pi 
hire  1.  pm.  pers.  (feltener  hir,  im 

here),   dat.  &  ace.   ifyr,   fie,    rejl.  fid). 

2.  swos*.  poss.  ber  iljre,  ami)  hirs.  3.  so., 

f.  hyre. 

hirnia  sb.  ^armbritc^. 
his  m.  &  ntr.  1.  gen.  pers.  [ein.  2.  p?-n.  poss., 

hise  p/.,  jem,  feine. 
historial  adj.  gefdjtdjtlidj. 
hit  1.  f.  hyde.    2.  =  it  (ntr.). 
hochepot  s6.  SWifdjtnofd?. 
hooker  so.   23erad)tung,   (S^ott;   -iy  adv. 

bercid)tlt(f). 

Hogge:  fojename  fur  Roger  (^iibtger). 
holde(n)  st.  v.  fyalten;  inneljatten;  fcfjd^en, 

anjeljen;  ein)"<i)Iagen  (wey);  halt  3.  s.  pr., 

heeld  pi.;  (y)holde(n)  pp^. 
Holdernesse:  ©egenb  an  ber  ^)or!f^trer 
holm  sb.  immergrune  @ic^c.  [ftftftc. 

holour  sb.  SBitfyler,  SBfiftling. 
holpen  f.  helpe(n). 
holt  so.  ®ei)olg. 
holwe  adj.  &  adv.  i)o^I. 
homycide  1.  sb.  Berber;   SOiorb.    2.  ad;. 

morbjudjttg. 
hond,  hand  sb.  <gcmb;  honde  ^.;  hyer  h. 

Dberfyanb:  here  on  h.  j.  here. 
honest(e)    adj.   onftd'nbig,   efyrbar,   ange« 

me))en,   miirbig;   -ee,  -etee  (-itee)  so. 

5ln[tanb,  @^rbat!eit,  SBiirbe. 
honge(n)  (hange)  v.  ijangen,   cmfljangen; 

heeng  pi.;  hanged  ppt. 
hood  sb.  tapuge. 
hool  adj.  fyeil,  gefunb;  gang,  boll;  -ly  adv. 

ganglid),   bo'Ilig;    -some   adj.   Ijeilfant; 

-somnesse  sb.  ©efunb^cit. 
hoold  so.  SBefi^  ©ewalt;  fjeftc. 
hoomly  ad;.  f)du§Iid),  ^>au§*  .  .;  fd)Iid)t; 

-nesse   so.  ^duSIiifelt,    58ertraulid)feit. 
hoor  adj.  grau. 


hoord  so.  ©djafc,  §aufe. 

hoost  so.  1.  §eer.   2.  hoost(e)  so.  SBSitt. 

hoot  adj.  fyeifj,  i)i^tg,  glii^enb;  gefaljrbott; 

inbriinfttg;  hoote  flekt.;  bgl  heete  2. 
hoppestere  so.  ^dngerin;   adj.  tjitpfenb, 


hopur  so.  S;rid)ter. 

Hornchild  punier  §orn;  tnegl.  9fttterge» 

bid)t. 

horriblely  adv.  abfdjeulid),  greulid). 
hors  s.  &  pi.  $ferb,  ^ferbe;  -ly  ad^. 

gtetd),  gleid)  e.  tuirfl.  ^Sf. 
hose  so.  ©trumpf,  §o)e;  -en,  -es  pZ. 
hospitaller  so.  §o)pttalmeifter. 
hostelrye  so.®aftf)au§,  SSirtjcr^Qft,  Berber  ge. 
hostile(e)r  so.  ©afttuirt;  pi  28trt§i)ai:gbe- 

biente. 

hoten  f.  heete(n). 
houndfish  so.  §at. 
houre  so.  ©tunbe;  (afttol.):  bie  jebem  ^>Ia* 

neten  geit»eti)te  (St.:  kepte  .  .  in  houres: 

fyelt  .  .  ^in   bi§   §ur   gunftigen  ©tunbe 

(Slufgang  e.  giinfttgen  ©tern^). 
hous  so.  §au§;  (aftrot.):  ©tellung  e.  $la* 

neten  in  e.  getcfyett  b.  Xier!retfe§;  SMofier; 

-bonde  so.  ©atte;   -bondrie  sb.  SBirt* 

[djaftlidjlett,  ©parfamfett;  ^au^gerdt. 
housled  ppt.;   been  h.  ba3   fyeil.  Stbenb* 

mai)I  empfangen. 
how  ady.  <fe  con;,  tuie;  «^er;'.  fye! 
howpe(n)  v.  jdjreien,  ^olla!  rufen. 
howve  sb.  §aube;  sette  .  .  h.:  sum  beften 

I)aben;  t>gl.  cappe. 

Hugelyn  Ugolino  (Dante,  Inferno  XXXIII). 
Hugh   §ugo;   §.  t).  Sincoln:   angebl.  au[ 

e.  2at|ad)e  berufymbe  Segenbe   (1255?). 


Hulle  §ull,  be!.  £afenftabt. 

humblesse    sb.    2)emut,    SSefdjeibenijett; 

humilitee  so.  be^gl. 
humour  so.  geitdjttgfett,  ©aft. 
hunte,  -er  sb.  ^9er;  -resse  so.  ^dgertn. 
hurte(n)  uerle^en,  derrounben;  (y)hurtppi. 
hurtle(n)  v.  ftofeen,  rennen. 
hust  infer;,  [till!  ^ft! 
hy  f.  heigh. 
hyde(n)  v.  fcerbergen;  hit  3.  s.  pr.;  hidde  pi.; 

(y)hid  pp^. 
hyder-  f.  hi-. 
hye  1.  'sb.  ©tie.  2.  -(n)  v.  eilen,  re//,  fid) 

beeilen;  eiligft  bringen.  3.  adv.  f.  heigh. 
hynderest  supl.  ^mtetfte. 
hyne  so.  ^ned)t. 
hy  nesse  so.  §ot>eit,  SBiitbe. 
hypes  sb.  pi  Senben. 
hyre  (hi-)  sb.  So^n,   ^5a^t;   sette  to  h. 

t>erpad)ten. 


Icche(n)  —  kechyl. 
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Icche(n)  v.  jurfen. 

ich  prn.  (gumeilen  toot  h),  ik  (dial*  toot 

aSofoI)  tf$;  togl.  theech,  theek. 
il  ad;'.,  ille  /feW.  fdi'ap  libel;   unerfaljren. 
ilhayl  (dial)  Unveil  (tteffe  bid)). 
Ilion  (Ylion):  al£  SBurg  b.  £roja  bettadjtet. 
ilke  prn.;  this,  that  i.  (biefer,  jener)  jelbe; 

togl.  thilke. 

impertinent  adj.  nebenjddjlid). 
importable  (in-)  adj.  unertrdglid). 
impossible  (in-)  1.  adj.  unmoglid).  2.  sb. 

Unmdglidjfeit. 

jmpresse(n)  v.  einbringen,  (fid))  einprdgen. 
in  1.  prp.  in  nut  SDat.  it.  21!!.;  bei,  auf  uftu. 

2.  s6.  SBeljaujung,   SBofynung;  <$aftljau§; 

inne  f.  it. 

induraciqun  sb.  $er!)drtung. 
infect  adj.  (ppt.)  (ale)  itngiiltig  (erflart). 
infortune  sb.  Sftifjgefcfyid;   -nat  adj.  un* 

glucffelig. 

ingot  (yng-)  sb.  ©itfjfotm. 
iniquitee    sb.    lingered)  tigfeit,     SBoSljeit; 

Siinbe,  Saftet. 
inne  1.  adv.  &  prp.  in,  i/ineht,  borin.  2.  -(n) 

v.  einquartieren. 
Innocent  ($atoft)   ^nnoceng  (III.);   toctf. 

'De  contemptu  mundi'. 
inobedience  sb.  Unge^orfam;   -ent  adj. 

ungeijorfom. 

inordinat  adj.  nnmci^ig,  anfto^ig. 
inwith  prp.  in,  innerfjalb,  binnen. 
ire  sb.  3°rn>  -ous  &4J-  sotnig. 
iren  sb.  @t[cn. 
irreguleer  ad;'.  &  sb.;  is  i.  Ijanbelt  ber 

Drben»regel  gunjiber. 
is  3.  s.  pr.  ift;  (dial.)  =  am,  art. 
Isiphilee   ^g&fifcijle   (©eliebte  QafonS;  f. 

L.G.W.  1466ff.). 
Isope 


Jakke  §an§;  J.-fool  s&.  £an§narr;  J.-of- 
Dovere  s6.  S)otoerl)ec^t  ( ?). ;  J.  Straw: 
giilirer  i.  93aiternaufftanb  (1378—81). 

jalous  adj.  eifer|ud)tig;  -ie  (-ye)  sb.  @tfei* 

jambeux  s&.  pi.  35einfd)ienen.  [furfjt. 

Jame  ^a!obu§  b.  9tpoftel;  togl.  Galice. 

jane  sb.  ©rojc^en,  S)cut;  eigentlid)  fleine 
genuefifdje  SJliinje. 

Jan(e)kyn  §cin§d)en  (©toottname). 

jangle(n)  v.  fdjrtia^en;  -er(e)  «&.  ©ajtoa^er, 
-eresse  s&.  @d)toa|etm;  -erie  (-ye)  sb., 
-yng(e)  ©e[d)toa£ig!eit;  -es  sb.  pi  eitle 
SBorte,  ©c|^toa|. 

jape  1.  sb.  (Stoa^,  @^er§,  ^offc.  2.  -(n) 
v.  betoren;  -er(e)  sb.  ©pajjmadjer, 


reiser;   -erye   sb.   ©pdtterei, 

toofjen. 
jargon  s6.  ©efd)tt)d|. 
jaspre  s&.  ^aj^i§. 

j'elous  adj.  eiferfudjtig,  get)d[)ig,  gierig. 
jeet  sb.  ©agat,  ^et. 
Jepte  8etof)tal)  («Rid)ter  XI,  29ff.). 
Jerome   §ieronmi^r    ^ird)enoater    (urn 
'Contra    Jovinianum', 
unb    mef)rfad)    benu|t 


(II.  ©am. 


400);    f.    ©djtift 

jitiett   V.  6256 

(5595  ff.  u.  i}.). 
jet  s6.  2lrt,  HKobe;  Sniff. 
Jewerye  sft. 
Joab:    S)adi 

II,  28  ff.). 
Job  fjioo. 

Joce  ^obofug,  §eiliger  to.  ^5onti)ieu  (f  669). 
jogelour  sb.  ®aufler;  -rye  sb.  ©aufelftoiel. 
jolif,  -y  (toor  Sonf.)  ad;,  munter,  ^eiter, 

frifcf). 

jolinesse  s&.  SSergnitgen,  geftlidjfeit. 
jolitee  sb.  £frol)jinn;  SSergnugen;  tlbermut; 
josse  inter  j.  (ftj.)  l)eran!  [®Ianj. 

journee  s6.  Xagereife,  -ey  s6.  9lct[e,  g-afyrt. 
Jovinian  1.  f.  Jerome.  2.  angebl.  torn. 

taifer  (Gesta  Romanorum  LIV). 
joynant  adj.  (ppr.)   cmgrengenb;   was  j. 

grenste,  ftiefe  an. 
Jubaltare  Gibraltar. 

jubbe  sb.  Shitg,  ©efa^  (4  ©all.  ent^altenb). 
Judicum  (lat.  gen.  pi):  SBiirf)  b.  $id)ter. 
juge  sfe.  9?id)ter;  19166:  itttuml.  flit  lot. 

(absque)  jugo. 

Julian  (St.  3.,  patron  b.  ©aftfreunbfdjaft. 
Julius  3.  (£d[ar. 
jupartie  s6.  ©efaijr,  3Sagni§. 
jurdones  sb.  pi  -ftadjttotofe. 
juste(n)  tjoftieren  (turnieren),  anreiten  (f. 

fan);  -es  sb.  pi  Sjoft  (al§  s.). 
justice  sb.  ©ered)ttg!eit;  JRid)ter,  9lt(i)ter- 
juwise,  juyse  sb.  llrteil;  ©erid)t.      [ami. 
Juyl  sb. 


Kaityf  f.  caytif. 

kamuse  f.  ca-. 

kan  pt.-pr.  fann,  !enne,  n;ei§,  toerftefye; 
konne(n)  pi  &  conjtv.;  koude  (kouthe) 
^.;koud^.;konne(n)m/.; — konnyng 
1.  vsb.  gafygfeit,  ^enntnig.  2.  adj.  hm* 
big,  toetftanbig;  -ly  adv.;  kowth  (kouth) 
fppU  ad;,  befannt,  lunb. 

katapuce  sb.  @uto^orbie(?). 

kaynard  sb.  -iftunmernutj,  Xaiigenic^t^. 

Kayrrud  (bret.)  ,,£)ie  rote  @tabt". 

kechyl  sb.  £iid)Iein. 
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keen  —  lavour. 


keen  f.  cow  i. 

keep  sb.  2ldjt;  take  k.  adjtgeben,  fid)  !iim- 

mern,  gettmtyr  toerben. 
kembe(n)  v.  fdmmen;  ait§tou|en;  kembde 

pt.;  (y)kemd  ppt.;  kemp  adj.  gottig. 
Kenelm:    ©ofyn    b.    ®onig§    Kenulphus 

(Cenwulf,  t  819)  b.  Hftercia. 
Kent  f.  Thomas. 
kepe(n)   v.    Ijalten,    befjalten;    adjtgeben, 

(be)t)iiten,   be  warren;   SSert  legen  (auf), 

fid)  fummern  (um);  e§  !ummert  (mid)); 

kepte  pt.;  kept  pp£.;  —  keper(e)  sb.  9luf- 

fetjer,  Setter,  -in,  barter. 
kers  s&.  ®reffe  (=  b.  @eringfte). 
kerve(n)  s<.  v.  (ger)fd)neiben,  fcrjnifcen;  bor- 

fdjneiben,  gerlegen  (Slmt  b.  $agen);  carf 

p£.;  (y)corven  (kor-)  ppt.;  -ere  s&.  S5ilb=» 

fcrjni^er;  -vyng  vsb.  (5cr)ni|>erei. 
kesse,  keste  (!ent.)  f.  kisse(n). 
kike(n)  v.  1.  cw»[d)Iagen.   2.  (ki-)  !tc!en, 
kirtle  (-el)  s&.  Hnterfieib.  [giiefen. 

kisse(n),  kesse(n)  n.  filffen;   kiste,  keste 

pt.;  kist  pp<.;  they  ben  k.  fie  fyaben  fid) 


kithe(n)  v.  fiinben;  jeigen,  betoeifen;  f.  kyd. 
kitte  pt.  Co.  kutten)  (ger=)fdjnitt 
knakkes  sb.  pi.  (Streidje,  3Jici|d)en. 
knarre  sb.  Jhtort(en);  -ry  ad;,  fnorrig. 
knave  s6.  Slnabe;  ^ned)t,  SButfd^e;  k.-child 

mcittnlid^eg  ^inb;  -issh  ad^'.  rot). 
knee  s&.  ^nie;  knees,  knowes  pi. 
knobbes  sb.  pi  ^ufteln,  S3eulcn. 
knotte  sb.  ^noten;  §a!en;  Slnoteri^unft, 

ftent;  -tty  adj.  fttotig,  cifttg. 
know(e)liche,  -leche  1.  sb.  ^etannifdjaft, 

^enntni§.   2.  -(n)  v.  befennen;   -chyng 

vsb.  ^enntnis,  SBiffcn. 
knowes  f.  knee. 

knyghthede,  -hod  sb.  Sfrttertum. 
knytte(n)  v.  (ber)!nii:pfeTt,  berbinben;  refl. 

ftc^  bereinigen;  (aftroL):  in  ^onpmftiott 

fein;  k.  up  enttoirren;  abfd)Iie^en;  knyt 

pp^.  (11546:  einig). 

konne(nX  konnyng,  koud(e).  kowth  f.  kan. 
korven  f.  kerven. 
krone  sb.  §eje. 
kultour  sb.  $flugfd)ar. 
kyd  ppt.  befannt;  kyde  sb.  gicflein. 
kymelyn  sb.  SMbe,  SSanne. 
kyn    sb.    ©ef^Iedjt,    5lbftammung;    som 

kynnes  (gen.)  bon  irgenbewet  Slrt. 
kynde  1.  sb.  $atur;  2Trt,  ®efd)Iecr)t;  ©amen. 

2  .  adj.  naturltd)  ;  giitig,  f  reunblidj  ;  -ly  adj. 

&  adv.  natiirlid),  naturgema^. 
kynrede  sb.  SBertoanbtfcgafr,   ©ibtoe;   2lb* 
kyte  sb.  SKetfje  (SSogel).  [ftammung. 


La(a)s  sb.  ©djmir, 
labbe  1.  sb. 


,  ©c^Iinge. 
,  DIjrenbldfer.  2.  -(n) 


laborous  o'd;.  mu^fom;  -boure(n)  v.  ftd^ 

bemii^en,  tnirfen,  bearbeiten. 
Lacedomye  Sacebamon. 
lace(n)  v.  fdjnuten,  binben. 
lacerte  sb.  SRusfel. 
lachesse  s&.  Sdffigfeit,  3luffd)iib. 
lad(de)  f.  lede(n). 
Ladomya  f.  Laodomya. 
lady  (ttucrj  gen.)  sb.  Jperrtn,  ®amc;  book 

of  the  XXV.  Ladies:  iingenaue  SBejeid)- 

nung  b.  L.G.W. 
laft(e)  f.  leve(n)  2. 

lak  s&.  Mangel,  gc^ttttt;  dot.  lakke  (?). 
lake  s&.  1.  @ee,  Jetc^.   2.  feine  Seintocmb. 
Lameth  Same^  (I.  2«oJ.  IV,  19). 
lampe  s&.  ^Slatte,  ©djeibe;  Sambe. 
Lamuel(-wel)  f.  <5br.  (Sol.  XXXI,  4. 
langour  s&.  ©iedjtum,  ^erfd^mad)ten. 
langwisse(n)  v.  erfd)Iaffen,  berfcfimadjten. 
Laodomya  Saobamia,  ©otttn  be§  $rote- 


lappe  s6.  BMel 

large  ad;.  c6  adv.  breit,  tteit;  tneitfd)meifig; 

f  reigebig,  reidjlid)  ;  sb.  at  .  .  1.  in  gfteifjett, 

nacl^  SBeliebcn;  -ly  adv.  im  ioeiten  (Sinne; 

-esse,  -nesse  sb.  greigebigfett,  28ol)I- 

tatigfeit. 
lasse  (lesse)  comp.  ineniger,  geringer;  1. 

and  moore  ffein  unb  gro|;  f.  lite(l). 
last  sb.  s.  &  pi.  Saft  (®en?id)t). 
laste  1.  supl.  b.  Ie|te;  atte  1.  jule^t,  f^Iieg- 

lid)  ;  at  .  .  1.  bei  .  .  @nbe  (f.  late).  2.  -(n)  v. 

bauern,  reictjen;  last  3.  s.  spr.;  laste  pt. 
lat(en)  f.  le(e)te.  —  late  adj.  &  adv.  fbdt; 

unldngft. 

laterede  adj.  fdumig. 
lathe  sb.  (dial.)  Sqwpen, 
latoun  sb.  SKeffittg. 
Latumyus[?]  (nad^  anbern  Pacuvius  ;  bgL 

Cic.,  De  orat.  II,  69). 
laude  sb.  Sob,  $rei3,  SSertfd)d^ung;   pi 

^ruljmette. 
laughe(n)  st.v.  ladjen;  lough  pt.;  laughen 

ppt. 
Launcelet(-ot)  Sangelot,  §elb  b.  Safel- 

tunbe;  de  lake:  du  lac. 
launcegay  sb.  (maurifctje)  Sange. 
iauncheth  3.  s.  pr.  Idfjt  gleiten. 
launde  sb.  SSalblidjtung. 
laurer  sb.  Sorbeer(baum). 
lauriat  adj.  init  Sorbeer  ge!ront. 
laus  adj.  Io§;  f.  loos  2. 
lavour  sb.  28afd)beden. 


lawe  —  lige. 
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lawe  sb.  ©efefc,  ®ebot;  ©taube 

lawripl  sb.  Sorbeer-Seibelbaft,  ®trfd)Iorbeer. 

laxatif  (-yues  pi)  sb.  SCbfflpcmtttel. 

lay  1.  s&.  a;  Steb,  £eid);  1)  ©efefc,  ©laube. 

2.  pfc,  f.  lye(n). 
laynere  «0.  Piemen. 
lazar  sb.  &u$ffi&iger. 

le(c)cherous  ad?.  luftern,  imfittlidj  ;  -rye 
s6.  SBoIIuft,  SBuIjIerei;  -chour  s&.  Siift- 
ling  (bgt.  likerous,  etc.). 

leche  s&.  Sltjt;  -craft  s&.  £etl!unft. 

lede(n)  1.  v.  fufyren,  fasten,  bringen;   let 

3.  s.  pr.;  ladde  (ledde)  pt.;  (y)lad  ppt. 
2.  leden  adj.  bieiern.  3.  sb.  gtebetoeife, 
©pracfje;  -e  da*. 

leed  sb.  SSIet;  (bleierner)  Seffel. 

leef  (lief)   1.  s6.  SSIatt;  leves  pZ.    2.  ady. 

lieb;  leeve  /W.;  bgl.  lief;  I  am,  have  1. 

e3  ift  mit  I.;  levere  comp.  lieber;  have 

(hadde)  1.  ntfldjte  lieber. 
leefful  [.  leveful. 
leefsel  sb.  SBufcfy  (ate  2Birt31i)au§§eid)en); 

bgl.  leuesel. 

leek  sb.  Saudj,  ,,^fifferling";  lekes  pZ. 
leep  f.  lepe. 
leere(n)  1.  v.  Ic^ren,  Kenten;  lered  fppf  J 

gele^rt;  bgl.  lerne(n).    2.  sb.  ^letjd). 
lees  s&.  23anb,  ©djltnge,  to|)peL 
leeste  swp?.  geringfte;  atte  1.  (weye)  toe* 


leet  j.  lete(n). 

leeve  v.  glcmben;  leevestow  2.  s.  pr.;  &gl. 

leef  u.  leve(n). 
lef  f.  leve(n). 
legge,  leith  f.  leye(n). 
lekes  f.  leek. 
lemaille  f.  li-. 
lemes  sb.  pi.  1.  glammen.   2.  ©lieber;  f. 

lym. 
lemman    sb.    Siebd^en,    @ci)a|;    SBuljIe, 


lendes  s6.  pZ.  Senben. 

lene  1.  adj.  mager,  burr.  2.  -(n)  v.  a)  Iei= 

f)en;  lente  pt;  (y)lent  ppt.;  b)  neigen. 
leng  comp.  adv.,  lenger  adj.  &  adv.  langer; 

|.  long(e). 
lent  f.  lene  2. 

lenvoy  =  Penvoi  (frj.)  sb.  ©eleit. 
leonyn  adj.  Idtcengleid). 
leos  (gr.  Xeu>?)  SSoi!. 
leoun  sb.  Some. 
lepe(n)  st.  v.  fpringen;  leep  pt. 
Lepe  @t.,  unmeit  Sabij. 
lered  f.  leere. 
lerne(n)  v.  lernen,  erfa^ren;  leljren;   -ed 

(ppt.)  gele^rt;  bgl.  leere. 


lese(n)  st.  v.  berlieren;  -yng(e)  vsb.  SSer- 

luft;  loste  pt.;  lost,  lorn  ppt. 
lesse  j.  lasse. 

lessoun  s&.  Se!tion;  S3ibeltejt. 
lest,  list,  lust  1.  sb.  Suft,  fyreube,  SSunfc^. 

2.  v.  (audj  lyst)  imps,   e^  geluftet,   be- 

liebt,  geffillt;  leste,  liste  conj.  pr.  &  pt. 
lesyng  vsb.  Siige;  tjgl.  lese(n). 
let  f.  lede(n)  &  lette(n) 
lete(n)  st.  v.  laffen,  iiberlafjen,  betlaffen, 

imterlaffen;   lat  impt.;    leet  pt.;  laten, 

lat  ppt. 
lette  1.  sb.  $Ber§ug,  Stuff  d^ub.   2.  -(n)  v. 

fytibern,  auftjaltcn,  abljalten,  ftoren;  ab* 

ftel)en;  gogern;  lette,  letted  pt.;  let  ppt. 
Lettow  Sitauen. 


lettre  sb.  23iid)ftabe;  ©tabreim;  (aud)  pi) 

99rief;  Sifte. 
letuarie  sb.  Sattoerge. 
leve  1.  sb.  (grlaubni^,  llrlaub.    2.  -(n)  v. 

laffcn,  bctlaffen,  untertaffen,  ablaffen  bon, 

iibrig  laffen;  aufgeben;  auftjoren;  lef,  leve 

impt.;  lafte,  lefte  pt.;  laft,  left  ppt.;  ylaft 

guriidgelaffen. 

leveful,  leefful  adj.  erlaubt,  sulajjig. 
levene  sb.  $8li£ftraty. 
levere  f.  leef  2. 

levesel  sb.  33ufd)tt>erf,  Saube;  bgl.  leefsel. 
lewed  adj.  untuifjenb,  ungebilbet,  toridjt; 

locter,  fd)Iiitofrig;  a  1.  man  e.  Saie;  -ly 

adv.  einjcilttg,  fdjirad),  bitrftig;   -nesse 

sb.  9farf}eit;  Unfinn,  Sor^eit. 
leye(n),  legge(n)  v.  legen;  toetten,  ber- 

^fdnben;   berfen  (table);  leith  3.  s.  pr.; 

leyde  pt.;  (y)leyd  ppt.;  1.  on  braufloS- 

ge^en;  f.  lowe. 

leyser  sb.  2JJu§e;  giinftige  ©elegen^eit. 
leyt  sb.  S3Ii^  famine. 
li-  f.  aud)  ly-. 
lia  =  Seal)  (I.  2Rof.,  29  f.),  aB  SSegriff  bet 

(Sefdbafttgfeit 

libel  sJ.  f^riftli^c  @r!Idrung. 
Libra  s6.  (aftron.)  SSage  [V.  18082  irrtuml. 

ftatt  Taur(us),  ©tier?]. 
licenciat  sb.  Sigenttat  (SJiond),  ber  b.  Sigen§ 

flat,  iiberall  b.  S3eid)te  §11  ijoren). 
liche  (ly-)  adj.  &  adv.  gletdj;  f.  lik,  ylike. 
licour  sb.  geud)ttg!eit,  (Soft;  1.  of  the  vyne 

fftebenfaft. 
lief  adj.  f.  leef;  sb.  Sieb,  Stebling, 

good  1.  §erglieb. 
lifly,  liflode  f.  lyf. 
lift  adj.  lint 
lige  adj.  iefyt3(bfltd)tig);  1.  lord 

1.  man  SefynSmann;  liges  pi  Untertanen. 
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ligeance  —  lyche. 


ligeance  si.  SefynStreue. 

ligge(n)  f.  lye(n). 

light  1.  sb.  2id)t,  £elle;   -e  dat.    2.  adj.; 

-e  flekt.  a)  Iid)t,  fieil;   b)  leid)t,  leid)t* 

fertig;  Better,  freubig;  -ly  adv.  3.  -e(n) 

v.  a)  erljeflen,   (er)Ieud)ten;   angiinben; 

b)  erleidjtern;   erfyeitern,  erfreuen;   ab* 

fietgen;  fidi  fyerablaffen;  lighte  pt.;  -ne(n) 

v.  an^unben;  -nesse  sb.  ©etoanbtljeit. 

ne  sb.  fitnie,  SReifje;  ©efdjledjt. 

,  lyk  adj.  &  adv.  gleid)  ;  like  (ly-)  field.; 

likker  comp.   paffenber;   -ne(n)  v.  bet* 

gleid)  en. 

like(n)  (ly-)  v.  (imps.)  gefatlen,  belieben. 
likerous  adj.  leder,  nafdjfyeft;  (t>et)Ioc!enb; 

liiftent,  begefyrlid);  begierig;  -nesse  sb. 

Sederljaf  tigf  eit  ,    $egierbe  ;    Siifternljeit  ; 

unjudjtige  £>anblung. 
likly  adj.  hmfyrfdjemlidj  ;   -hede,  -nesse 

sb.  2Bal)rfd)einIid)!eit. 
limaille  (le-)  sb.  (2Retofl-)€#tae; 
lipse(n)  v.  lifpeln. 

lisse  1.  s&.  Sinberung.  2.  -(n)  v.  linbern. 
list(e)  f.  lest(e). 

liste(n),  listne(n)  v.  ^oren,  laufdjen. 
listow  f.  lye(n). 
lite,  -el  adj.  &  adv.  Rein,  gering;  toenig; 

a  1.  ein  liuemg,  furge  geit;  f.  lasse. 
lith  1.  sb.  ©Iteb.    2.  pr.,  f.  lye  i. 
litherly  adv.  utinii^. 
lixt  f.  lye  2. 
lo-  f.  cmd)  loo-. 

lode  sb.  Sabung;  -menage  sb.  Sotfetthmft. 
loft  sb.  Suft;  -e  dat.;  on  1.  broben,  empor. 
logge  1.  sb.  ^iitte,  SSerfd)Iag.  2.  -(n)  v. 

tuo^nen,  logieren. 

logyk  sb.  Sogi!  (b.  Ij.  p$U0to$.  Unterrid)t). 
loke(n)  v.  einfd)Iie|en;  loken  ppt. 
lollere  s&.  SoIIarb  (ganger  SSidefg). 
lond  =  land. 
long  adj.  Icing;   -e  /feK  &  adv.   lange; 

leng(er)  comp.  f.  o.;  -e(n)  v.  1.  ge 

^jaffen.  2.  jtd^  fe^nen;  -yng(e)  vsb. 

jud)t;  »gl.  (a)long. 

loode-sterre  sb.  Seitftern  (^5olar[tern). 
looke(n)  v.  aiigfe^en,  bltden;  fe^en,  acf)t- 

geben;  -yng  «s6.  SBlitf. 
loone  s&.  Slnlei^e;  ©abe,  ©nabe. 
loore  sb.  Sei)re,  ©laiibe;   ®elei)rjam!eit; 


loos  1.  s&.  IRuf,  $uf)ro.  2.  ady.  Io§;  f.  laus. 
looth  adj.  leib;   toeicljafjt;  lothest  swp/.  b. 

cirgfte. 
lord  §err,  93e^errfdE)er  (aftrol.:  planet,  bet 

cine  ©timbe  regiert);  ^Baron. 
lordynges  sb.  pi.  ^errjdjaften. 


©ebiet. 


sb. 


lordshipe  sb.  £err[d)aft;  © 

lorel  s6.  Sump. 

lorn  f.  lese(n). 

los  sb.  SBerluft. 

losengeour  s&.   ©d)metd)ler;   -gerie 
(5d)meid)etei. 

lotynge  ppr.  fid)  berbergenb. 

lou-  f.  and)  low-. 

lough  1.  pt.,  f.  laughe(n).  2.  ad;'.,  f.  low. 

louryng  ppr.  finftet. 

love  1.  s6.  Siebe;  ®eliebte(r),  SSu^Ie;  1.- 
coler  sb.  gierlic^er  (?)  tragen  (ob.  lowe 
c.?);  l.-day  sb.  $8erfot)niinggtag  ;  l.-drury 
sb.  9Kinnebien[t;  l.-knotte  'sb.  Stebe§* 
fnoten,  S3anbjd)Ieife;  l.-likyng(e)  SiebeS* 
luft;  l.-longyng(e)  SiebeSfctjnen  ;  -ly  ad;'. 
liebeboll,  gcirtlidi.  2.  -(n)  v.  liebett;  lov- 
yere  (-vere)  sb.  £iebi)aber,  SBerliebter. 

loves  sb.  pi.  23rote. 

lo\v,  lough  adj.,  -e  adv.  niebrig,  ticf  ;  go  1. 
fid)  beugen;  leye  1.  (fidj)  ermebrigen, 
bucfen  ;  gunidjte  ma^en  ;  -ly  ad;.  be[d)eiben. 

lowke  sb.  ^elfci^^elfet. 

lowsy  ad;'.  laufig,  lumpig. 

lowte(n)  v.  fid)  tierbeugen. 

Loy  (Htgbil,  frdnf.  §eiliger,  ©dju^err  b. 
®olb^  u.  £mffd)miebe. 

Lucan:  90^.  Slnnaeu§  Sucanu^,  rom.  ^)id)ter 
(39—65);  tterf.  'Pharsalia'  (Don  Ch.  nid)t 
bire!t  benu|t). 

luce  s6.  §ed)t. 

lucre  s6.  ©eminn;  1.  of  vileynye  fd)dnb* 
Itdje  (Scimmtfu&t 

Lucresse  Sucretia,  bon  XarquiniitS  ge* 
fd)dnbet  (f.  Ch.s  L.G.W.  1680  ff.). 

Lucye,  ridjtiger  Lucilia  (in  'Epistola  Va- 
lerii,  etc.';  f.  Valerius). 

Lucyna  Sucina:  S3einame  b.  2)iana  aB 
©eburt^^elferin. 

Lumbard  sb.  Sombarbe;  ©elbberlet^er, 
SSanfier  (im  9M.);  -ye  Sombarbei;  stede 
of  L.:  im  SW21.  gefd)d^te  ^ferberaffe. 

lunarie  sb.  SDlonbbiole,  ©ilberblatt. 

lure  sb.  Sodfpeife;  brynge  to  1.  fobern; 
-(n)  v.  Ilibern,  fobern. 

lussheburghes  sb.  pi  Sitjemburger  (b.  Ij. 


lust  sb.  Suft  iifm.;  f.  lest;   -y  adj.  luftig, 

frifd),  munter,  fropd),  Better;  !ecf,  breift; 

gierig;   -ynesse  sb.  Suftbatfeit;  ^Sradjt; 

lustihe(e)d  sb.  Suftbarfeit,  Suft, 
ly-  f.  aud)  li-. 

lyard  ad;',  rotgrait;  1.  boy  ©raudjen. 
Lybeux  =  li  beau(s)  desconnu(s), 

e.  megl.  9fattergebid)t§. 
lyche  f.  liche  u.  yliche. 


lych-wake  —  mare. 
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lych-wake  sb. 

lycorys  sb.  £a!ri|e. 

lye(n),  ligge(n)  (ly)  1.  s«.  v.  Itegen,  fid) 

befinben  ufto.;  lith  3.  s.  pr.;  lay  pt.;  leyn 

pp£.    2.  lye(n)  v.  liigen;  lixt  2.  s.  pr. 

3.  lye  sb.  Siige. 

Lyeys  £iet>§,  @t.  in  Slrmemen  (erob.  1367). 
lyf,  lif  s&.  Seben,  SebenSbefdjreibung ;  lyves 

gen.  &  pi;  1.  creature  Iebenbe3  ©efdjdipf ; 

lyve  dcrf./  on  1.,  alyve  am  Seben;   bgl. 

lyve(n);   lifly  adv.  Ieben3niarjr;   -lode 

sb.  £eben§unterl)alt. 
Lygurge  StjIurguS  (nad)  Teseide  auf  Sir* 

cites  @citc). 
lym  s6.  1.  (I)  @Iieb  (f.  lemes).  2.  (i)  £eim, 

®alf;    lym(e)rod   s&.   Seimrute    (b.  ty. 

Scfyragbalfen  im  SBappen). 
lymyte(n)  v.  bcftimmen;  -tacioun  sb. 

gtr!;   -tour  s&.  SSettehnb'nd)  (mit  S 

fiir  e.  beftimmten  S3egir!)- 
lynage  s6.  ©efc^ted^t,  2Ibftammung. 
lynde  sb.  Sinbe. 
lyne  s&.  Stnte,  9Ueil)e;  ©e[d)Ied)t;  -ed 

gefiittert. 
Lynyan :  Giovanni  di  Lignano,  ital. 

gelefjrter  (f  1383). 
lyst  1.  sb.  @ef)dr,  DI)r.  2.  v.  f.  lest.  3.  -es 

(H-)   s&.  pZ.   (aI3   s.)   ©djronfen   (beim 

Surnier). 

lytarge,  (H-)  sb.  S3IeinjeiB. 
lyve(n)  v.   leben;   -vyng(e)  vsb.  fieben^ 

ttjeife,  SJafein. 
lyvere  sb.  1.  einer,  b.  lebt  (aii(^  =  Seben). 

2.  Seber.    3.  -ee   (gleicrjarttge)   Ztafyt. 
Lyvia  Stbia,  ©attin  b.  S)tufuS  (f  23  n.  G^r.). 


Maad  f.  make. 

maat  a^'.  matt;  niebergebriicEt;   make  m. 

m.  fe|en,  befiegen. 

Mabely  ^rauenname?  (=  ma  belle?). 
mace  s&.,  s.  &  pi.  teule(n). 
Machabee  ^affabcier. 
Macrobeus :  9)iarcrobiu§  l^eobofiufi,  rom. 

@d)tiftfteller  (urn  400);  uetf.  e.  tommen- 

tar  §u  £icero£  'Somnium  Scipionis'. 
madde(n)  v.  Don  ©innen  fein. 
Madrian  SO^at^urtn,  frj.  §eiliger  (ob.  2fta= 

ternug?). 
magyk  s6.  SO^agie;   m.  naturecl:  gel)eime 

SSirfung    natiirlid^er   Stafte    (tigl.   H.F. 

V.  1265  ff.). 
maheym  sb.  SSerftiimmelung,  fici^mung; 

f.  mayme. 

Mahoun  aHa^omet;  bgl.  maumet. 
maille  sb. 


maister  (may-)  sb.  SUleifter,  3Jiagt[ter; 

©ebieter,   Dberfjaupt;   m.-strete 

ftra^e;  -tresse  sb.  ^errin;  ^ofbame,  6r- 

jieljerin;    -trie   (-ye)    sb.   3Jieifter|"d^aftr 

Hfteifterftiic!;  §err[^aft,  ©emalt;  5lnfeben; 

^unftfertigleit. 
make  1.  sb.  ®enof je,  -in ;  (^egenofj,  ®atte, 

^in;  ©egner.  2.  -(n)  v.  macfyen,  tun,  tier* 

anlaffen;  m.  jpye:  freubig  begrit^en;  m. 

melody  e:   anftitnmen;   m.  sorwe,   wo: 

tt)et)!Iagen;  m.  a  thyng  e.  ®o!itment  auf- 

fe|en;  f.  avaunt,  herd,  feeste,  etc.;  mak- 

ed,  made  pt.;  (y)maked,  (y)maad  ppt. 
male  sb.  1.  ^angen,  SJJantelfad.  2.  mdnn= 

lidjeg  SBefen. 
malefice  sb.  ^rebel. 
malencqlyk  ady.  melandjolifdj, 

tig;  -lie  s&.  SJtelandjolie, 
malisoun  s&.  ^lud). 
Malkyn,  Malyn(e)  (®ojename  f.  Matilda) 

SDftege  (?);  (mo^I  and))  Malle. 
malliable  adj.  gefdjmeibig. 
Malvesye  sb.  SMbofier  (gr.  SBein). 
man  sb.  SJlann,  SWenfrf),  pm.  man;  mannes 

gen.;  men  p/.  (aud)  =  man),  mennes  gen.; 

manhede,    -hod    s6.   sfeannl)aftig!eit; 

mannysh  adj.  menfd)Iidi;  mannartig. 
manace  1.  sb.  2)rol)ung.   2.  -(n)  v.  (an)- 

broken. 

man-  f.  aud)  maun-, 
mandement  sb.  SBorlabimg,  SUtanbat. 
mane  techel  phares:  f.  Daniel  V,  25—28. 
manere  sb.  2lrt,  2Bei[e;  $8enel)men,  (gute) 

(Sitte;  maner  (otjne  of)  Slrt;   oft  blofje 

5Berfta'r!ung  e.  ^jron. ;  5.  S3.  no  m.  fetner- 

lei;  swich  m.  berartig  uf». 
mansioun    s&.    2Bo^n[i§;    (aftrol.)   ^auS 

(©tellung  e.  ^laneten  in  e.  3ddjen  b. 

XierfteifeS,    too   er   b.   grofjten   (ginflu^ 

I)aben  foil);  (taglidje)  ©tellung  (b.  30ton» 

be3);  bgl.  hous. 
mansuetude  s6.  ©anftmut. 
(in)   manus  tuas:  f.  $f.  XXXI,  6;  Su!. 

XXIII,  46. 
manye  1.  sb.  JBa^nfinn.   2.  manye  pm. 

pZ.  biele. 

mapul  sb.  5tt)orn. 
marc  f.  mark. 

marchal  sb.  9JJarfd)aII,  Dberauffe^er. 
Marcian:  ^artiantig  eapella,  rom.  ©c^riftft. 

(2tnf.  b.  5.  gfoS.  n.  ®^r.);  _berf.  'De  nup- 

tiis  Mercurii  et  Philologiae'. 
Marcien  adj.  b.  SDtarS  getoei^t 
Mardochee  «.  SD^arbac^ai  (Q&jtyet  II,  5ff.). 
mare  s&.  3JJcii)re,  ©tute;  V.  4053:  Slnftoie- 

lung  auf  befannte  fjabel. 


mareys  —  mixne. 


mareys  si.  ©umpf.          _ 
Marie  (f-pr.  Marie  u.  Marie);  aB 

($efu3)  2Jlaria!   fjtittoaljt! 
mark  si.  1.  Slbgeidjen;  ©tamm.    2.  (bie) 

mail  (SBert  im  14.  $).:   13  sh.  4  d.). 

3.  M.—  :  9ftarfu§  b.  Slpoftel. 
market-beter(e)  sb.  Sftaufbolb. 
markys  sb.  9ftar!grof  ;   -esse  2ftar?grdfin. 
marleput  si.  9ftergelgrube. 
Marte  (ital.)  SWar§. 
martireth  3.  s.  pr.  martert. 
mary  si.  (bo§)  3Jtatf  ;  -bones  Sftarlfnocfjen. 
mate(e)re  (-ire)  si.@a<i)e,  ©toff,  ©egenftanb. 
matrimoigne  si.  (Stjeftanb. 
Maudelayne,  Magdaleyne  2#agbalene. 
maugree  (maw-)  prp.  iro£;  f.  heed. 
maumet  (maw-)  sb.  9lbgott,  ©5|e;  -mettrie 

£>eibetttum,  ©otjenbienft. 
maunciple  si.  fcauSfcettoolter,   (Sdjaffner 

(e. 

Maure 
Mawny   (©loffe,    V.  15471):    Sir   Oliver 

Mauny  (74.  wikked  nest  =  mal  nid). 
may  pt.-pr.   mag,   fann,   barf;    mowe(n) 

conj.  &  pi.  pr.;  myghte  pt. 
mayde(n)  sb.  Sftdbdjett,  ^ungfer;  m.-child 


9JJa'bd)en;  maydenhede  sb. 

frditlt(i)!eit,  ^ungfernjcfyaft. 
maynteyne(n)  v.  be^aupten,  burd)[e|en. 
mayster  f.  mai-. 
maze  1.  sb.  SBirritjarr.  2.  (-n)  v.  irren;  bet 

mint  (betdubt)  fein. 
mazednesse  sb.  s^etdubung. 
mazelyn  sb.  SBedjer  au§ 
mede  sft.  1.  SStefe  (meede).    2.  SOZet;   f. 

meeth. 
medle(n)  v.  mifdjen;  fid)  einmij^en,  ab« 

geben  (mit);  -ee  adj.  mifdjfarbig. 
meede  s6.  1.  Sofyt,  @olb.  2.  SBiefe  (f.  mede). 
meel  s&.  SSJla^I. 
meene  1.  sb.  2Ritte;  2RittcI;  SBermtttlwtg, 

*Ier.  2.  ady.  mittcl;  me(e)ne  while  mitt- 

lermeile.  3.  -(n)  v.  metnett,  beabfidjttgen, 

bebeuten;  mente  pt. 

meest(e)  supl.  grogte,  t)o(i)[te;  f.  moost. 
meeth  sb.  9Jiet;  f.  mede. 
meignee  j.  meynee. 
meke   1.  adj.  &  adv.  fanft.   2.  -(n)  re/Z. 

ft(i)  bemiitigen. 
Mel  an  3JlciIanb. 
mele  sb.  9M)I. 
melle,  mille  sb.  SDWl^fe. 
memorie  s&.  ©rinneritng,  ©ebd(i)tni3,  S5e- 
men(nes)  f.  man.  [tOU|tfeht 

mencioun  sb.  ©rtodtjmmg,  S9erid)t;  make 

m. 


mendynant  si.  SSetteltnond). 

mercenarie  s&.  ^ietling. 

Mercenrike  2Jlercia,  aegt.  ^onigretc^  (3Jitt- 

tellanb). 

merciable  ad;,  gndbiq,  barmf)cr^ig. 
Mercuric   1.   3Ket!ur  a)  ate   ©ott   (bg(. 

Marcian),  6;  ate  planet.    2.  m—  Qued- 

filbcr;  m.  crude:  rudis  Mercurius. 
mere  s&.  3Jldi)re;  [.  mare. 
meritorie  adj.  derbtenftlici). 
merk  s&.  SBifb. 

mersshy  ad;,  jumpfig,  morafttg. 
merveille  (-veyle)  s6.  SSunber,   $8ertr>itn* 

berung;  -lous  ad;,  luunberlic^,  *bar. 
mery(e),  murye,  my  rye  adj.  &  adv.  fro^ 

Ud),   Better,    luftig,    fteunblic^;    iipptg; 

murierly  cowp.  adv. 
mescha(u)nce  (mys-)   sb.   Unveil,   2ftifj- 

flejdjid,    @d)anbc;    9Jlt§brau(i)  ,    Unfug; 

with  m.  o  ©djanbe  !  Unveil  fomtns  fiber  .  . 

(tjgt.  sorwe). 

mescheef,  -ief  sb.  UngliicI,  Unfalt,  ©djabe. 
mesel  sb.  3JfcfeIfftt$ti(jet,  5tii§jd^iger;  -rie 

s6.  2RifeIfi4t,  3lu3fa^. 
message    s6.    SSotfrffaft,    $uftrag;    35ote; 

-er  si.  SSote. 
mester,  myst(i)er  si.  ©etuerbe,    SSetuf, 

<Stanb,  3Irt. 

mesuage  si.  SSot)nl)au§,  ©runbftiitf. 
mesure  si.  (Sdngen=)9)ia^;  (tested)  SSftajj, 

9Kdfeig!ett;  -rable  ad;,  md^ig,  bejrfjeiben. 
met  1.  si.  §o^Ima^.  2.  pp<.,  f.  mete  3. 
Metamorphosios  gen.  t).  metamorphosis  : 


mete  1.  si.  6peife,  ©erid^t,  SOto^I.  2.  ad;. 
geetgnet,  tauglid).  3.  (-n)  v.  a)  (e)  treffen, 
begegnen,  toieberfe^en;  mette  pt.,  (y)met 
ppif.,  ymette  pi.;  wel  met  gut,  baft  toir 
un3  treffen;  i^  (ae)  trdumen;  mette  pt.; 
met  pp<. 

Metellius  detenus;  f.  ©loffc. 

mewe,  muwe  si.  ©e^ege;  SB 

meynee,  meig-,  si.  2)tener[^aft,  ©efotge, 


Michias  9^ic^a  b. 
middel  si.  2Ritte;  Satlle. 
Middelburgh:  ^afenftabt  auf  b.  gnfel 

c^eren. 

Milesie  Met  (meinafien). 
ministre  si.  Siener,  SSeamter;  ^ermittter, 

SBerfgeug. 
mirre  si.  3Jl^rrf)e. 
mis-  {.  mys-. 

misericorde  si.  S5arm^ergig!eit,  SOfotfeib. 
miteyn  si. 
mixne  si. 


mo  —  namo 
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mo  (etgtl  ntr.)   comp.  adj.  &  adv.   meljr, 

nod)  anbere,  fonft;   tymes  mo  ofter;   f. 

moore  it.  namo. 

moebles  sb.  pi.  betoeglidje  §abe. 
moeve(n)  v.  betuegen,  erregen;  -vere  sb. 

SSetoeger;  firste  m.  Itrfjeber;  -yng(e)  vsb. 

Sftegung;  firste  m.:  'primum  mobile',  b.fy. 

b.  aufjerfte  bet  9  @bf)aren  (bgl.  speere). 
mollificacioun  sb.  6rtt)eicf)ung. 
mone  (moone)  sb.  1.  SOlonb,  aftonbftettung 

(bgl.  mansion).    2.  Stage. 
monstre  s&.  Unger;euer;  gauberei. 
montance  s&.  SSetrag,  SBert,  ©rofce. 
mooder  s6.  gutter;  modres  aen.  t£  pZ. 
moone  f.  mo-. 
moore   comp.  mefyr,   grower   (bgl.  lasse); 

adv.  audj  Umfcfjreibung  b.  comp.;  f.  mo 

&  na-;   moost(e)  sup/,  tneifte,  grofcte, 

fjocrjfte;  adv.  aud}  Umf$r.  b.  swpZ.    ^Sgl 

meest. 

moorne(n)  v.  traitern;  -yng(e)  vsb.  £rauer. 
moot  pt.-pr.  mu§,  mag;   most  2.  s.  pr.; 

moote  pi.  &  conjtv.,  moste  pt.,  cmd)  conjtv.  ; 

so  mo(o)te  I  fo  hmfyr  icl)  moge,  tcf)  ^offe 

511  ujtt). 
moralitee   sb.  (Sittlidjjfeit;  moraltfc^e  (Sr* 


mordre  1.  sb.  9ftorb.    2.  -(n)  v.  morben. 
mormal  s&.  Oefdjtoflt,  SSronb. 
morne  s&.  HJiorgen  (f.  morwe). 
rnortefye  (morti-)  v.  ertoten;  (<^em.)  t>er* 

tuanbeln. 
mortreux  sb.  potpourri  ([u^penartige  9Jii= 

fd)ung  au3  f^IeifdiftucEen  u.  ^ngrebiensen). 
morwe,  -nyng  sb.  9Jiorgen. 
mosel  s&.  aftaulforb. 
moste  f.  moot  u.  bgl.  moore. 
mote  1.  s&.  ©taubcrjen.  2.  «m;<v.  f.  moot. 
motlee  sb.  fcfjedtge  Srarf>t. 
rnotyf  sb.  ©tunbgebanfe;  greet  m.  fdjluerer 


mowe  1.  s&.  gra^c.   2.  pi.  pr.  f.  may. 
mowle(n)  v.  bermobern,  derf  alien. 
.Moyses  9Jlofe3. 

moyste  ad;,  gef^meibig;  faftig. 
muche(l)  ad;.  &  adv.  met,  graft;  fe^r;  in 

so  (for  as)  m.  infofern. 
mullok  sb.  ®el)rtdjt,  5lbfaII. 
multiplie(n)  v.  (fid))  bermefyten;  (al^em.) 

©olD  mac^en;  -catiown  sb.  (Mbmadje* 
tnurmuracioun  s&.  aKurren.  [htnft. 

-murthe,   myrthe   sb.   ^ro^finn, 

@^oft;  lufttge 
murye  f.  merye. 
muscle  sb.       " 
tnuwe  f.  mewe. 

Koch,  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales. 


my-  f.  aiid)  mi-. 

my  (bor  ^on[.),  myn  (toor  SSoI.  u.  h.)  prn. 

mein;  myne  sbst.  b.  meine  it)  to. 
Myda  9Jlibo§. 
mynde  s6.  ©eift,  ©inn;   (Srinnerung,  ©e=- 

bcidjtni^;  have  (in)  m.  beben!en,  benfen 

an. 

mynour  si.  33ergmann. 
mynstral  sb.  ©toietmomn;   -cie  s&.  @^jtcl* 

ntannlfunft,  ©aitenfpiet;  SKufi!;  (muft!.) 

^nftrument. 
myracle  s&.  SSunber;  SDlirafel  (geiftl.  ©jriel); 


myre  s6.  ©c^Iamm,  @d>mu|;  f.  dun. 

myrie  f.  merye,  myrthe  f.  murthe. 

mys  ad;',  libel,  Derfeljlt. 

mysaventure  sb.  8Jtifjgefd)i<I;  -avyse(n) 
refl.  fid)  berfet)en,  libel  beraten  fein; 
-bileeue  sb.  Sfefjtrauen;  -boden  ppt.  be- 
fc^tm|)ft,  mt^anbelt;  -born  ppt.  fd)Ied)t 
betragen  ;  -carie  v.  fid)  berlaufen; 
-chaunce  f.  mes-  ;  -conceive(n)  v. 
falfd)  auffaffen;  -deme(n)  v.  falfd)  we* 
teilen;  -departe(n)  v.  ungere^t  berteilen; 
-doon  v.  fid)  bergefjen  (gegen);  -ese, 
-eyse  Summer,  Dual,  ©tenb;  -esed 
gequdlt;  -fille  conjtv.  pt.  b.  3Jli 
befiet;  -goon  ppt.  berirrt;  -governaunce 
s6.  jgRifj&erfyilten,  grebel;  -gye(n)  re/i. 
fid)  itren;  -hap  sb.  Ungliicf;  -happe(n) 
v.  mifjglucfen,  llngliid^aben;  -happy  ady. 
unglMid);  -lay  pt.  lag  berfeljrt,  fdn'ef; 
-seye(n)  v.  fid)  berreben,  ungefdjidt  au^- 
briiden;  befc^imbfen,  berleumben;  -spek- 
e(n)  v.  etto.  Unge^orige^  fagen;  -spend- 
yng(e)  vsb.  SSergeubung;  -take(n)  v.  fici^ 
berge^en;  -troste(n)  (-truste)  v.  mife- 
trouen;  -tyde(n)  v.  Hftijggefcfyic!  fjaben. 

myster  f.  mester. 

mysterie  sb.  9lmt. 

myte  s&.  1.  feller.   2.  SOWIbe. 

N'  fiir  ne  bor  SSo!al:  nam  =  ne  am,  nin 
=  ne  in;  bor  h:  nath  =  ne  hath,  nadde 
=  ne  hadde:  bor  w:  nas  =  ne  was,  etc. 

na  (dial.)  prn.  !etn;  f.  aucrj  namo,  etc. 

Nabugodonosor  9?ebu!abne5ar. 

naddre  sb.  Matter. 

nafors  f.  force. 

nakerers  sb.  pi.  Seffelbaufen. 

nale:  atte  n.  =  at  then  (dot.)  ale  beim  S5ier. 

nam  1.  3.  s.  pt.  (b.  neme)  nafym.  2.  =  ne 
am. 

nameliche,  -ly  adv.  befonberS,  gumat. 

namo,  namoore  prn.  &  adv.  nid)t(^)  mei)r, 
toeiter,  fein  anberer. 

29 
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narette  —  observe(n) 


narette  f.  arette. 

narwe  adj.  &  adv.  eng,  bidit;  fiein;  genau. 

nat  1.  adv.  nid)t;  f.  naught,  noght.  2.  = 
ne  at. 

nathelees  adv.  nidjtlbeftotoeniger,  tro|bem. 

nativitee  sb.  ©eburt. 

naught,  noght  nidjtS;  adv.  ntdjt  (betont), 
feineStoegS;  [.nat;  n.  but  nur. 

nay  adv.  nein,  nidjt  bod);  s&.  no  n.  fein 
3*oetfel,  28iberfprud). 

nayte(n)  v.  berneinen. 

ne  1.  adv.  nidjt  (bor  $erb,  ofterg  mit  gtoei* 
ter  legation).  2.  con;,  nodj;  ne  .  .  ne 
(nor)  toeber  ..  nod);  tigl.  n'.  3.  (dial) 
prn.  =  no;  bgl.  neen. 

nece  sb.  9?id)te,  2JM)me. 

necligence  s&.  SRadjldffigfeit,  $erfdumni§; 
-gent  adj.  nad)Idffig,  faumfelig. 

nede  1.  sb.  23eburfni3,  (Befdjftft,  9tot.  2.  adv., 
-ly,  -s  adv.  nottoenbig(er  28eife),  burd)* 
au3.  3.  -(n)  i?.  notig  jein;  bebitrfen, 
braudjen;  meift  imps.;  nedede  pt.;  ned- 
es-cost  adv.  notgeDrungen. 

neen  (dial.)  prn.  !ein. 

neer  adj.  &adv.  comp.  ndf)er,  pos.  natje  ;  f  .  ny. 

neet  sb.  Sftinbbiefy;  netherd  sb.  9fUnberf)irt. 

neigh  f.  ny. 

neighebor  sb.  Sftacpar;  9^d(f)fter. 

nempne(n)  v.  nennen,  angeben,  anfii^ten; 
ynempned  ppt.;  f.  nevene. 

neVcotikes  sb.  pi.  23etaubimg§mittd. 

nere  =  ne  were. 

netherd  f.  neet. 

nevene  v.  nennen, 

never(e)  (ofterg  ein[itb.  :  ner)  adv.  nic(maB), 
ntmmer;  n.-a-deel  f.  deel;  n.  the  lasse 
adv.  nid)t3beftoft)eniger,  bennod)  ;  n.  the- 
mo  nimmermet)r  ;  n.  so  nod)  fo. 

newe  1.  adj.  &  adv.  neu;  cmf3  neiie, 
toieber,  neulid),  lilrglirfi;  of  n.neuerbingl; 
n.  and  n.  immer  nneber.  2.  -(n)  v.  er- 
neuern;  -fangel  adj.  auf  9Zeue§  bebacfyt, 
abtoed)felung§[ud)tig;  -fangelnesse  sb. 


Newegate:  ©efdngnig  (in  Sonbon). 
Nicerates  (gen.)  ^i!erate§,  ©o^n  be§ 

!ia3  (urn  404  b.  S^t.). 
Nichanore  manoi  1.  (V.  11748) 

^err  2IIejanber§  b.  ©r.  2.  (V.  15  287)  gelb* 

l)err  b.  2IntiocE)U§  (II.  2Ra!f.VIII,  9ff.). 
nigromancien  sb.  (Sdjrtjarjfiinftler. 
noble   1.  adj.  cbcl.    2.  s6.  9?obei   (®olb* 

miinae:  6  sh.  8  d.).  3.  (-n)  v.  berebeln; 

-esse  sb.  ©beljtnn,  SSiirbe,  &errltd)feit, 

§o^eit;  -eye  *&.  3lbel,  58ornei)me  ;  Biirbe, 

^offtaat. 


Noe 

nolde  =  ne  wolde. 

nones  (-ys):  for  the  n.  (eigtl.  for  then 
anes;  t»gl.  nale)  511  biefem  B^6^/  bei 
ber  ©elegen^eit;  f)ierfut,  babei,  bap 


noon  prn.  fein  (bor  S3o!al  u.  h,  no  bor 

Sonf.);  or  n.  ober  nid)t. 
noqt  =  ne  woot;  noote  f.  note. 
norice   1.   sb.  Slmme,  ^fiegerin.   2.  -(nk 

-sse(n),-ssh(e)n  v.nd^ren;  (auf)ergie^en; 

(y)norissed  ppt.;  -yng(e)  vsb. 

SBac^Stum;  ©rgie^ung. 
nortelrie  sb.  ©rgiel)iing. 


nosethirles  sb.  pi 

not  sb.  5Ru^;  n.-heed  Siufctopf,  runb 

fd)nittene§  §aar. 
notabilitee  sb.  S!}ler!tt)urbig!eit. 
note  (noo-)  sb.  1.  Sftote,  ©timme,  28ei[e. 

2.  ©efdjaft.  3.  N-  @t.  9leot,  2Jiond)  in 

©laftonburti,  j  877- 
note-muge  sb.  3Jlu§!atnu^. 
Noth  [?]  3?otf)u3  (©ubminb),  ©lib.    [^gl. 

Boeth.,  1.  c.] 
nothyng  1.  prn.  nid)t3.    2.  adv.  garntd)t? 

butd)au§  nic^t,  !etne§tbeg^;  n.  but  nur. 
notifie(n)  v.  anfiinbigen,  au^briiden. 
nought  j.  noght. 
novelrie  sb.  9£euJ)ett. 
nowche  sb.  ©bange,  3iera^  f-  ouche. 
Nowel   sb.   1.  SSei^nadjt.    2.  V.  3816  C 

fitr  Noe  (9fa>crf)). 
nowthe  adv.  nun;  as  n.  filt 
noyse  sb.  ©erdufd^,  2Jlufi!;  Sdrm. 
ny,  neigh  1.  adj.  nafye;   nye  jkkl;  neer 

comp.;  nexte  swpZ.    2.  ny  adv.  beina^e; 

lurj;  genau.   3.  prp.  na^e,  bei. 
nyce  adj.  torid)t,  narrifd),  toll;  fteinlid); 

-tee  sb.  Sor^eit,  ©infalt,  bumme§  3^U9- 
nyfles  sb.  pi  (Sd)nid[d)na(f. 
nygardye  sb.  ^nauferei. 
nyghtertale  sb.  9?ad)tgett. 
nyghtspel  sb.  9^ac^tgeftoenfterbann. 
nyl  =  ne  wil  (wol),   nyn  =  ne  in,   nys 

—  ne  is,  nyste  =  ne  wiste. 

O  1.  num.  (bor  ®onj.)/  f.  oon;  o  thyng 
ein§,  ba§  eine.  2.  interj.  oi)! 

obeisa(u)nce  sb.  ©e^orjam,  CSjrfurdjq 
-saunt  adj.  ge!)orfam;  obeye(n)  v.  ge* 
^ord^en;  reft,  fid)  beugen  (bor). 

observe(n)  v.  ad)ten,  fdjonen;  ([id))  be* 
^iiten  (bor);  -vaunce  sb.  S3eobad)tung^ 
2ld)tung,  ^flid)t;  £mlbtgitng;  pi  @e- 
brdud)e,  SSerbflic^tungen. 


octogamye  —  over 


octogamye  sb.  ad)tmolige  SSerfjetratung. 

Odenake  DbenatfniS. 

of  1.  prp.  bon,  burdj;  an;  todtjrenb;  mit; 

au3,  ftegen;  iiber,  in  begug  auf,  nadj. 

2.  adv.  ab,  fort,  fjerunter;  f.come. 
offensioun  sb.  Slngriff,  $efd)dbigung. 
offertorie  sb.  Dbfergefang. 
office  s&.  2lmt,  23eruf ;  SBertoenbung,  £>ienft* 

leiftimg;  house  of  o.  2Btrtfd)aft3gebdube; 

-er(e)  sb.  93eamter;  SSdrter;  Wiener,  *in. 
offryng  vs6.  Opfer,  Dpfergabe. 
of-shouwe(n)  v.  guriidftofjen,  *treiben. 
oft  adj.  biel,  tydufig;  -e  /fe&£.;  o.  tyme(s) 

oftmaR  2.  -e(n)  adv.  fydufig,  bielmaB; 

bringenb,  fyeftig;  after  comp. 
oght  (ought,  ouht)   prn.  (irgenb)  ettuaS, 

etto.  SBraucfybareS,  28ertbolle3;  adv.  ettua; 
oghte  f.  owe. 
old(e)  f.  oo-. 
Olifaunt  @Ief ant  (9?ame  e.  SRiefen  in  SRitter* 

gebidjten). 
olyver  1.  sb.  Clbaum.  2.  O- :  ^reunb  9lo» 

lanb^;  tigl.  Mawnv. 
Oloferne,  -us  §oloferne§. 
omelie  s6.  ^omilie,  Sefjrprebigt. 
Omer  Cornet. 
on  1.  prp.  auf,  an,  in;  ilber,  in  betreff; 

f.  a.    2.  adv.  an  (Ijaben  ujto.). 
oned  ppt.,  oneden  pt.  t)ereinigt(en);  f.  oon. 
ones  adv.  einmal,  einft,  eintg;  at  o.  jugleidj. 
oo  iwter;'.  t)o! 
oold  ad/,  alt,  f  tiller;  luoijlbelannt;  olde 

fkkt.;  elder,  eldest  comp.  &  supl 
oon  nww.  &  prn.  ein3;   ein   (betont  dor 

33o!al  w.  h);  SM&S^.  einer  (o^ne  of  bor 

supl,  j.  33.  8088);  allein;   gleic^,   ber- 

felbe;   after  o.  gleic^md^ig  (gut);   in  o. 

imtnerfort,  glei^mcifetg;  many  o.  jo  man* 

djer;  o.  and  o.  neben  einanber;  that  o. 

ber  eine,  f.  o. 
oother  prn.  anbere;   (ech  ..)  o.,  that  o. 

ber   anbere;   othere  pi.,   otheres   gen.; 

o.  weys,  -wise  adv.  anberS,  auf  anbere 

SCti    ' 

openers  sb.  3Rif^cI. 
open-heveded  adj.  bar^duptig. 
opie  sb.  D^ium. 
oppose(n)  v.  entgegenftellen;  (fiir  appose?) 

anfiagen,  bertjoren. 
opposicion  sb.  (aftrol.)  ©egenfdjein. 
oppresse(n)    v.    imterbriitfen;    berauben, 

fdjdnben;  -ssioun  sb.  ®etoalttdtigfeit. 
oratorie  sb.  ^atoelle,  SSetftube. 
(w)ord  sb.  5tnfang. 
ordeyne(n)  v.  orbnen,  anorbnen,  einrii^ten, 

berorbnen. 


ordinaat  ady.georbnet  ;  orbentlidf)  ;  -na(u)nce 

sb.  Drbnung;  SInorbnung,  58erorbnung; 

©mrirfitung,  Serabrebung;  ©eleit;  SSor* 

fid)t;  Soifc$rift. 
ordre  1.  sb.  Drbnung;  (23Wtt45-)Drben; 

9?ang.    2.   -(n)  v.   orbnen;    orbtnteren, 


ordure  sb.  (5cf)mu&,  Sot,  @d)mu^eret. 

Oreb  §oreb  (Joetg). 

Orewelle  Otttoel,  ^afenftabt  in  @ffe£. 

orgon  sb.,  orgues  pi  Drgel 

oriens  (lat.,  sc.  causa)  Urfacfje;  -ent  sb. 

Often,  SKorgenlanb. 

original  sb.  llrfprung,  adj.  ur)>rungltd). 
oriso(u)n  sb.  ©ebet. 
Orliens  Orleans. 
orlogge  sb.  U^t. 
orpyment    sb.    Dperment,     9fJaufrf)geIb 


osanne  inter  j.  ffofiantta! 

Oseneye  Dfenat>,  SIbtei  b.  Djforb. 

Osewold  D§tt)alb. 

otes  sb.  pi  Jpafer. 

other  f.  oo-. 

ouche  sb.  @|)ange;  f.  nowche. 

ought(e),  ouht  f.  pght(e). 

oules  sb.  pi  ^friemen  (f^olteriuerlgeug). 

out  1.  adv.  au3,  ^er*,  i)inau§.    2.  interj. 

fje!   aa^!   o.  and  harrow  3e^niorbio! 

3.  —  of  prp.  au3,  au^er,  o^ne. 
oute   1.  adv.  fyerauS.    2.  -(n)  v.  aufcern; 

au^Iegen,  anbteten. 
out-hees  sb.  Sdrmgefdjrei. 
outher  1.  prn.  jeber  (bon  beiben);  o.-while 

adv.  bi§ft>eilen.  2.  conj.  ober,  (  .  .  or)  ent* 

toeber  (  .  .  ober). 
outrage  sb.  ftbermafj;  Sfttmafjung,  ©etoalt* 

tdttgfeit;   -eous  adj.  iibermdlig,   iiber* 

trieben;  anma^enb. 
outrely   adv.    gdn§Iia^,   bollig;    gerabe^u; 

bringenb. 
outreye(n)  v.  fid)  Ijinreifjen  laffen,  in  Sla* 

gen  au^bredjen. 

outridere  sb.  2lu3reiter  (al§  Stuffetjer). 
out-taken  ppt.  auSgenommen. 
out[t]reste  supl  aufjerfte. 
over  prp.  iiber,  iiber  ..  i)inau3;  adv.  iiber* 

md^ig,  gar  §u;   overest  supl  oberfter; 

over-al  adv.  iiberall;  -byde(n)  v.  iiber* 

leben;  -caste(n)  v.  triiben;  -lad  ppt.; 

wol  been  o.  Id§t  fid)  etnfd)iid)tern;  -lye(n) 

v.  Itegen  iiber,  erbriiden;  -macche(n)  v. 

iibertudlttgen;    -sloppe    sb.    Itberjacfe; 

-sprede(n)  v.  iiber&teljen,  (fid))  berbreiten 

iiber;  -spradde  pt.;  -sprynge(n)  v.  iiber- 

ragen;  -thwart  adv.  queriiber. 

29* 
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Ovyde  —  Perkyn 


Ovyde:  ber  torn.  'Sidjter  Dbib,  roieberfyolt 

gitiert,   bef.  9)tetamorj>fyofen,    'Ars  ama- 

toria',  'Remedia  amoris'. 
owe(n)  v.  beft|en,   fd)iilben;   o(u)ghte  pi. 

(oft  imps,  mit  da£.)   gebiifyrte,  gejiemte, 

follte. 

owen(e)  adj.  eigen,  Kieb. 
owher  adv.  irgenbtoo. 
owndyng(e)  vsb. 
oynement  s&.  ©albe. 
oynon  sb.  gftiebel. 


Pa  f.  ba. 

paas   s&.    ©djritt;    ©ang,   Unternefynen; 

<3tnfe;  f.  a-paas. 
pace  f.  passe. 
Padowe  $abua. 
page  sb.  Shtedjt;  93ube,  ^Sag 
Palatye  $alatl)ta  (i.  Stnatolien). 
paleys  sb.  $alaft. 
Palymerie  $almt»ra  (i.  ©tyrien). 
palyng(e)  vs&.  mit  (fjeralb.) 

feljen. 

Pamphilles,  tirfjtig  Pamphilus  ('De  amore'). 
pan  s&.  §irnfd)ale,  ©c^cibei 
panade  s6.  ^irfrf)f  anger,  turgfi^rtjert. 
Panik  :  Drt  (de  Panico  :  ^etrarca,  Panago  : 

^Boccaccio). 
panne  sb.  ^5fannc. 
papeer,  papir  sb.  1.  ^a|3iet; 

bud).    2.  «pfcffcr  (V.  16992). 
papejay  sb.  ©riin^e^t. 
parage  sb.  Slbfunft,  SSertnanbtf^aft. 
parament  (pare-)  s&.  (5d)mutf,  ©taat. 
par  amour  (ftj.)  1.  fi^v.  au^  Siebe,  gur 

ajlinne.    2.  paramour  s6.  a)  Stebfdjaft, 

S[Jlinnebien[t;  &j  ©innenluft;  c) 


para  venture  (per-),  (sfgegog.)  paraunter 
adv.  dielleid)t,  jufaflig,  gar,  turn  ungefa'fjr. 
par  cas  f.  caas. 
parcel  sb.  Sett. 
pardee  (frj.)  infer;,  bet  ©ott! 
pardon  sb.  5lbla^;  -er  sb. 
parentele  si.  Scttixmbtf^ftft. 
parfay  i»ifer;.  meiner  Sreit! 
parfit,  per-  od;.  bollenbet,  tjollig,  (jittlici)) 


parfourne(n)  v.  au§fii^ren,  bollenben,  er* 

fiillen;  p.  vp  berbollftanbigen. 
parisshens  s&.  pZ.  ^farrftnber,  ©emeinbe. 
paritorie  s&.  SSJlauerfraut. 
parlement  s6.  23unbe3tag;  SSef^Iu^;  p.  of 

briddes:  Ch.s  ®tdjtung  (^Bogelpar  lament), 
Parnaso 


over 
ant, 


part,  -e  s6.  Sell,   Sfateil;   ^artet,   ©eite; 

*farf);   -e(n)  v.  (etn)teilen;  frfjciben,  fid) 

trennen;   -yng  felawe  Xeilnet)mer,  (&£> 

noffe;  -ie,  "-ye  s&.  Sett,  ^artet;  -y  1.  s&. 

Xetl.  2.  adv.  tetltoeife. 
Parthes  pJ.  ^art^er. 
partrich  sb.  9teb^u^n. 
parvys  sb.  SSorfyoIfe   (e.  ttrdie; 

torium  b.  9(tec^t§anrt)alte). 
passe(n),  pace(n)  v.  fcoriibergefyen, 

ten;  (ba$n)fd)eiben;  iibertreffen;  p 

fyntoeggefyen  iiber,  beifeite  laffen; 

-ynge  adj.  (ppr.)  fyerborragenb, 

getd^net;  ait^erorbentlid). 
pastee  sb.  ^aftete. 

Paul(e),  Poul,  Powl  ^5aulu§  (b.  Hpoftel). 
pax  (lat.)  sb.  $riebe  (SSilb  ob.  Xcifeldjen 

jum  ^iiffen  f.  b.  ©emeinbe). 
paye(n)  v.  bega^Ien,  belot)nen,  befrtebigen; 

payd,  ypa>^ed  ppt.  (=  gufrieben). 
payen  1.  adj.  Ijeibnifd:).    2.  sb.  §etbe. 
payndemayn  -sb.  feine^  SBcifjbtot,  ©emmet. 
pecok-arvves  sb.  pi  ^feile  mit  ^Sfauen^ 

febern. 

Pedmark  $enmar!,  @t.  i.  b.  S9retagne. 
peer(e)  sb.  e.  @Iei(i)rt)ertiger;  thy  p.  (ber) 

btr  gleid)!ommt,  betne§glei(i)en. 
peert  adj.  breift. 
pees  sb.  ^rtebe,  Sftutje;  holde  .  .  p.  fdjiuei* 

gen,  rtt|ig  fein;  h.  in  p.  fd)rt)eigen  laffen, 

abfel)en  bon. 
Pegasee  ^SegafuS. 

pekke  1.  sb.  9ttet$e  (V*  ©^cffcl).  2.  v.  pk!en. 
Pemond  ^iemont. 

penant  sb.  SSu^er;  -aunce  sb.  58u§e;  ^ein, 
penitauncer  sb.  SSu^rebiger.  [Oual 
penne  sb.  (<Sci)reib-)^eber;  -er  sb.  ©rfjreib- 

geug. 

Penneus  ^eneu^  (^lufcgott). 
penoun  sb.  ©tanbarte. 
penyble  adj.  forgfam,  bienftberett. 
per  f.  ami)  par-. 
percely  sb.  ^eterfilie. 
perce(n)  v.  bnrdj)bringen,  burd)bo^ren. 
Perce  f.  pers. 

per-chaunce  adv.  bon  ungefctfjr. 
perch  e  sb.  (@t^)@tange. 
Percyvell  ^argidal,  §elb  e.  megl.  fitter* 

gebid)t3. 

pere  sb.  95trne;  perejonette  sb.  $riif)birne. 
peregryn  adj.  fremb;  faucon  p.  SSanber* 

falf. 
peril  sb.  (Sefa^r,  ^erantmortung  ;  vp(on) 

peril  (of)  bet  .  .  (©c^tuur). 
perisse(n),   -isshe(n)  v.  umfommen,   ber- 
Perkyn  ^eterdjjen.  [berben. 


perled  —  pleyn 
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perled  ppt.  mtt  $erlen  (au3  ..)  befefct. 
Perotheus  prit^ntf,  greunb  b.  SljefeuS. 
perree,  -ye  sfc.  foftbare3  ©eftein,  SHeinob. 
pers   sb.  fyellblauer   ©toff   (cm§   ^Berfien); 

Perse  ^etfiett;  $erfer;  -sien  adj.  per* 

fifdj;  s&.  ^erfer. 
Persius  fJIaccuS  $£.,   rom.   ©atirtfer  (34 

bis  62). 

person  sb.  $farrer;  -e  s&.  $erfon. 
pertinacie  sb.  §oI3[tattigfeit. 
Peter   1.   ber  Sfyoftel;   al3  9Iu§ruj:   beim 

fyeiFgen  <petru3!    2.  Petro  a)  ^eter  b. 

©tauf  ante,  ®onig  b.  ©panien  (1350—62, 

f  69);  &>  $eter,  ®6'nig  b.  (£rjpern  (1352 

bi§  69).    3.  Petrus  Comestor  (12.  3$.), 

berf.    'Historia  scholastica';    f.  Alfonce 

u.  bgl  Piers. 
Petra(r)k  ^rattceSco  s$etrarca,  ital.  3)id)ter 

(1314—74);  berf.  ©onette  ufn>.  u.  e.  lat. 

Serfion  ber  ©ri|"elba|Qge,   Ch.'s  Quelle 

f.  b.  Clerk's  T. 
peyne  1.  sb.  ^5ein,  barter,  D,ual;  (Strafe; 

9Mfye.  2.  -(n)  v.  refl.  fid)  bemitfyen,  an= 

ftrengen. 
peynte(n)  v.  malen,  bemolen;  jdjmmfen; 

(y)peynt(ed)    ppt.;    -ture    s&.    SKalerei, 


peytrel  sb.  95tuftblatt  (^ferbegefdjirr). 

Phasifpha  ^ajipijae,  gutter  b.  EJWnotaun*. 

Phebus  noeonl  2l^oIIo. 

Phidon:  e.  SItfyener. 

Phillis  «p^«i3  (ertjdngte  fid)  an  e.  SWanbcI* 

baunt;  (Sage  bon  Ch.  bet)anbelt  i.  L.G.W. 

2394  ff.). 

Philologie  f.  Marcian. 
philosophic    sb.    ^^Uofo^^te;    5lld)|9mie 

(^orfd^itng  nad)  b.  ©tein  ber  SSeifen), 

fdjtuarje   Sunft;    -phre   s& 

^lldjijmift,  Slbept,  ©c^mar^unftler. 
Philostrate  ^ilofttat  (bgl  95occacct 

'Filostrato',  Duelte  j.  Ch.'s  Sroilu§). 
phisicien  s&.  Sirgt;  phisik  s&.  9tr§nei!unbe  ; 

SWebijin,  £ettmittel;  ^atiirle^re. 
Phisiologus  ^tjfiologiig:  mittelalterl.  ^8e= 

fe^reibung  boniieren  nebft  moral.  $eit* 

tungen,  urfprungl.  in  lat.  SSerfen,  bann 

in  Derfd).  @pr.  iiberfe^t. 
phislyas  =  physices? 
Phitonyssa:   §eje   bon   ©nbor  (I.  (Sam. 

XXVIII,  7). 

Phitoun  $t»t!)on  (Ov.,  Met.  I,  430  ff.). 
Pierides:  Stodjter  b.  Pierus;  itjrcn  28ctt- 

!ampf   mtt  b.  2Jhifen   f.   Ov.,   Met.  V, 

295  ff.;   i)ier  (4512)  mit  b.  9JJufen  ber- 

mcd^fclt 
Piers  ^e£  (3Serfurgung  t).  Peter). 


pigge  sb.  gerfel;   piggesnye  s6. 

duglein  (tofetnort;  etma 
pighte  pt.  (inf.  picche)  ftiitgte,  toarf. 
Pigmalion    ^^gmalion,    ^Bilb^auer   (Ov., 

Met.  X,  243  ff.). 

Pilate  ^iktu§  (in  ben  gciftl.  ©pielen). 
pile(n)   1.  v.  ^liinbern;   -lour  s&.  $Iun= 

berer.  2.  abfd)aben;  -led  (py-)  ppt.  fdjfi* 

big,  la^I. 

pilwe  sb.  Siffen;  -beer  s&.  SHffemibergug. 
pipe  1.  s&.  9lo!)re.  2.  -(n)  v.  i>feifen;   go 

p.  in  an  yvy  leef:   floten    ge^en,    ict) 

gum  pettier  fdjeren;  pipyng 


Pirrus  9i|n|u0,  @of)n  b. 

Pisces  (lat.)  pZ.  gifdje  (©ternbilb). 

pissemyre  s&.  Slmeife. 

pistel  s&.  ©piftel;  ©pritc^. 

pit  (put)   1.  sb.  ©rube,  ©rab;   pittes  gfew. 

2.  dwiZ.  =  put,  pp<.,  gebradjt. 
pitaunce  sb.  ^Biffen. 
pitee   sb.    SOfatleib;    @d)abe;    f.    renne(n); 

-tous  adj.  mitleibig,  barmijergig;  traurig, 

fldglid),  jammerboll;  (f.  pietous)  fromm, 

efjrerbietig. 
Pize  ^ifa. 
placebo   (lat.)   1.   Infang  einer  ^tjmne, 

nad)   ^falrn   CXVI,  9    (p.  Domine,   in 

regione  virorum).    2.  P-  -Kame  b.  ge^ 

falligen  S3ruber§  b.  $anuariu3. 
plage  sb.  ©egenb. 
plane  1.  sir.  ^latane.   2.  -(n)  v.  glatten; 

p.  awey  auSIofdjen. 
plantayne  sb.  SSegeri^,  2BegebIatt. 
pla(u)nte  sb.  ^Pflan§e;  9lbleger,  @te 
plat  1.  adj.  &  adv.  glatt,  einfac^,  flat;  ffadj. 

2.  sb.  flad>e  ©eite. 
plate  sb.  ^anget^totte. 
Plato:  b.  gried).  ^bilofo))^  (nac^  Boethius 

git.;  17676  mit  ©alomon  berbe^fcft). 
playn,  pleyn  1.  sb.  @bene.  2.  adj.  &  adv. 

eben;  einfad),  of  fen,  beutltd);  this  is  the 

short  and   p.  !urg  unb   gut;   make   p. 

(bem  ©rbboben)  gleidj  mad)en;  bgl.  pleyn. 
plede(n)  v.  ftreiten. 
plegge  sb.  ^Sfanb. 
plentevous  adj.  reid)Iid). 
plesa(u)nce    sb.    ©efallen,     ©efalligfeit, 

^reunblid)feit,    SBofyfgef  alien;   Setieben; 

^ergniigen,  Suft. 
plesynges  vsb.  pi  ©enu^. 
pley  sb.  ©piel,  bram.  9luffiif)rung;  ©d)erg, 

Xanbelei;  -e(n)  v.  fpiclen,  fd)ergen,  tan- 

beln;  bortaufd)en;  (refl)  fid)  beluftigen. 
pleyn  adj.  &  adv.  t>oll,  oollftdnbig,  -gitltig, 

'fommen;  bgl.  playn. 
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Plein-damour  —  prive(e) 


Plein-damour:   §elb  e.  unbefannten  8fto* 

mange. 
pleyne(n)  v.  flagen,   beHagen;   -nte  si., 

-nyng(e)  vsl.  ®Iage,  SGBetyHagen. 
plighte(n)  1.  v.  berpfdnben;   plighte  pi., 

plight   pp£.    2.    p£.    (b.  plicchen?)   gog, 

rife,  gerrte;  plyght  ppt. 
plit  s6.  Sage,  Buftanb;  -e  dot. 
plogh  s&.  ^fliig;  p.-harneys  s6.  SpfluggerSt. 
plowman  s&.  $fliiger,  Sanbmamt. 
plye(n)  v.  biegen,  formen. 
poetries  si.  pi  $id)tungen. 
Poilleys  adj.  ajmlifdj   (Styuiien  tm  2M. 

rtjegen  ^Sferbegudjt  beriifymt). 
point,  poynt  si.  spunft,   ©Jrifce;   ©adje, 

$ailptfadje,   Sid;    -es   pZ.   23efa£,   Sin- 

Ijattgfel;  p.-devys  f.  devys;  in  p.  im  33e* 

griff;  in  good  p.  h?ol)Igendfyrt. 
poke  1.  sb.  SBeutel,  ©arf.    2.  -(n)  v.  an- 

ftopen,  Jmffen. 
pokettes  s&.  pZ.  SSeutelt^en. 
polax  si.  ©tteitajt. 
polcat  si.  gitis. 
polyve  s&.  ^loben,  glaj^ensug. 
pomel   s&.   ^Runbung,    ©djeitet;    -y  a(fy*. 

(runb)  gefletft,  fc^ecfig. 
Pompei 
poore  f.  poure. 
popeler  sb. 
popelote  si. 
Poperyng  ^o^eringue  (i. 
popet  si.  $uppe. 
poppere  si.  jjolc^meffet. 
poraille  s&.  armjeligeS  ^5acE,  ©efinbel. 
Portia  $ortta,  ©attin  b.  S3rutu§. 
porfurie  si.  $or^t)^rplatte. 
port  s&.  33enef)men,  ©ttten. 
porthors  si.  58ret)ter. 
portreitour  si.  SO^alet;  -ture  s&.  SMeret, 

©emcilbe;  f.  pur-. 
pose   1.  si.  ©cfynupfen;   on  the  p.  bet* 

fdpntpft    2.  -(n)  v.  anneijmen,   b. 

fe|en. 

possessioner  si.  SBofyfljabenber. 
post  si.  ©tiifce;  Better. 
potage  s6.  Srlilje, 
potente  s& 
potestat  s 

pothecarie  «fe.  5lpot^e!er. 
poudre  si.  ^itber;  p.-marchant  s& 
au  tuer       l 


poure,  poore,  povere  1.  adj.  &adv.  arm; 
s&.  b.  tone;  -liche,  -ly  adv.  armltdj, 
bfltftig.  2.  poure(n)  u.  ftieren,  guden. 

poverte  si.  Sltmitt. 

pow-  f.  ami)  pou-. 

power  si.  aftadjt,  SSoIImac^t,  ^ermogen. 

pow(n)sone(n)  v.  burcfylocfyem,  pungen. 

poynt  f.  point. 

poyntel  si.  ©rfjtctbftift. 

praktike   «6.   58raud),   £un[t;    -sour  s&. 


nitfc  itfto.). 
Poul  f.  Paul(e);  Seinte  Poules  (gen.):  ®a* 

ttjebrale   in  Sonbon;    Powles  wyndow 

^ircf)enfenfter  (ate  SJiufter). 
poupe(n),  pow-  v.  blafen,  puften. 


pray(e),  preye  1.  si.  SSeute.   2.  -e(n)  v. 

bitten,  beten;   yprayed  ppt.  eingelaben; 

-ere  si.  SBitte,  ©ebet. 
preambel  s&.  (Singang,  SSorrebe;  pream- 

bulacioun  si.  dingefjen,  ©inleitung. 
prechour  si.  ^rcbtger. 
preci(o)us  adj.  foftbar;  n)dt)Ierifrf),  gimpcr- 

Itd),  gegiert;  -nesse  si.  ^oftbatfeit. 
predicacioun  si.  ^Srebtgt. 
preef  si.  ^Brobe,  S5ett)ei§;  ©rfa^rung. 
prees  si.  9ftenge,  ©ebrcinge,  ©etriebe  (f. 

presse);  -sse(n)  v.  brdngen,  briicfen. 
pre(e)ve  1.  si.  $robe  ufnj.  2.  -e(n)  (prov-) 

v.  priifen,  erproben,  bettmfyren;   be*,  er* 

metfen;  na^toetfen;  (y)preved  ppt. 
preferre(  n)  v.  borangetjen,  b.  SBorrang  t»er- 

bienen  (Dor). 
preis  si.  Sob;  -ere  si.  Sobrebner;  -yng(e) 

vsl.  Sobpretfung. 
prente  si.  5lbbrucf. 
prentys  si.  Settling;  -hood  si. 
presse  si.  ^Preffe;  §orm; 
preye  f.  praye. 

preyneth  (proyneth?)  3.  s.  pr. 
pride,  pry-  si.  (Stolj,  SSetmefjen^ett, 

I)eit  ((.proud);  -lees  adj.  o^ne  ©tolj. 
prie  f.  prye(n). 
prighte  f.  prike(n). 

prikasour  si.  fc^arfer  Sfteiter,  ©poren^etb. 
prike(n)  v.  ftedjen;  reigen,  antreiben;  fto|en; 

fpornen,  fc^arf  retten,  [prengen;  prighte, 

pryked  pt.;   prikke  si.  @^i|c,  ©tacfjel; 

bebenfli(|e  Sage,  Cottage. 
primer  si.  (erfteS)  ©ebetbii^Iein. 
(in)  principio  (lot.):  erfte  SSorte  b.  ^oljanne^ 

et)angeltum§. 
pris,  prys  si.  ^rete;  Sob,  SRutjm,  2ld)tung, 

SSert;  -e  si.  S3eute,  ©cwinn. 
prisoun  si.  ©efangmS,  lerfer^aft;   SSer* 

bammjtis. 
prive(e),  pry-  1.  ad?.  <£  adv.  t>eimlid),  ge^ 

^eim,  gei)eimnt30on,   oerfditoiegen;   ber* 

[teiJt;  -ly  adv.  in§get)etm.  2.  si.  5tbtrttt; 

-yetee  s&.  ©eljetmni 

Ii(i)feit;  in  p.  imter 


proces  —  qui  cum  patre 
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proces  sb.  £aitf,  SSerlauf;   93organg, 

fd)id)te;  -sse  dat. 
procreacioun  sb.  gettgung. 
procutqur  (fur  procuratour)  sb.  9 
professioun  sb.  $8e!enntni3,  (Miibbe. 
profre(n)  v.  bieten,  antun;  brdngen. 
progressioun  sb.  gortfd)ritt,  fortfdjreitenbe 

GmtttneHimg. 

prohemye  sb.  ©inleitung,  SBorrebe. 
prolle(n)  v.  fjeritmftreifen,  umljerjidbera. 
proporciqneles  sb.  pi   SBerfjattmSgafylen, 

^roportionen. 
propre  adj.  eigen,  bef  ember;  tuacfer,  fdjmutf, 

nett;    -ly   adv.    eigentlidj;    angemeffen, 

natiirlid);     -etee    sb.    Qjiigentumltcfjfeit, 

(£igenfd)aft. 
prose  sb.  $rofa  (V.  4516:  bie  folg.  $er3* 

ergafylung  ift  fpatere  $nberung  b.  SidjterS). 
protestacioun  sb.  ©injprucf). 
Protheselaus  ^rotefilauS  (Ov.,  Met.  XII, 

68). 
P[ro]tholomee  $tolemau3,  gried).  Slftto* 

nom  u.  ©eograpf)  (2.  gft.  n.  £f)r.);  &gl. 

Almageste. 

proud  ad;,  ftolj,  fred),  bermeffen,  i)offartig. 
prove  f.  preeve. 
provost  s&.  $8iirgermeifter. 
prow  sb.  S^u^en,  ^oiteil,  ©eiDinn. 
prowesse  sb.  9?ecf)t|d)affen^eit;  Stud)tig!eit 

(V.  6711  tjgl.  ital.  'probitate'). 
Pruce    ^reufeen   (gug  b.   Deutf^Httef- 

orben§). 
pryde  f.  pri-. 
prye(n)  v.  gudEen,  fpoljen. 
pryme  s&.  $time  (eigentl.  6—9  Utjr  mor* 

gen§,  gelud^nli^  =  9  Ufyr);  half  wey  p. 

7'/2  ui)r;  p.  large  netrf)  9  U^r  ujto. 
prymerole  sb.  $rhnel 
prys  f.  pris;  pryuee  f.  pri-. 
publican  s&.  gollner. 
publice(n),  -iss-  v.  tierlunben. 
Puella  sb.:  in  b.  ^un!tier!unft  e.  ®eftdt, 

bie  b.  rildEIdiijigen  2ftar3  begetd^net. 
pulle(n)  «.  rtenr   tupfen;  ypulled   pp<. 

.gcgitpft;  f.  fynch. 
pulpet  so.  Mangel, 
pultrye  sb.  ©efltigcl. 
purchace(n)  v.  ermerben,  fcmfen;  getoin* 

nen,  erlangen;  bemaljren;  -chas  sb.  @r« 

tuerb,  ©eminn;  -chasour  sb.  (grtoerber; 

-chacyng  vsb.  gttoerbimg,  ^aufge[c£)aft. 
pure  adj.  rein;  fogar;  -ed  ppt.  geremigt, 

rein. 
purge(n)  v.  reintgen;  entleeren,  fid)  ent= 

lebigen;  -gacioun  sb.  (Sntleerung,  2lbfluj3. 
purpos   sb.  2lb[id)t,   SSorfa^    to   p.   jut 


©adje,   bap;   cam  hym  to  p.  ent[prad) 

feiner  gibftd&t. 

purs  sb.  Xafc|e,  ©elbbeutel;  ta[[e. 
pursue(n),  -sewe(n)  v.nac^getjen,  etfudjen, 

derfolgen;  -sute  sb.  SlniKage. 
purtreye(n)  v.  get^nen,  malen;  au»malen; 

f.  por-. 

purveye(n)  v.  uerforgen,  betfeljen,  botfeljen; 
-a(u)nce  sb.  S8or[et)itng, 
forge,  ^orfe^rung,  3uruf*unflJ 

put  f.  pit. 

put(e)rie  sb.  §tirerei;  -tour  sb. 


putte(n)  v.  fe^en,   ftellen,   bringen   ufto.; 

putte  pl\  put  ppt. 
py-  f.  auc!)  pi-. 
pye  sb.  1.  $aftete.    2.  (Sifter. 
pyk  sb.  §ed)t;  -erel  sb.  Jpedjtletn. 
pyke(n)  v.  (fid))  fauber  madjen,  aufftufjen; 

-purs  sb.  2Jafd>enbieb. 
pyler  sb.  ^fetter. 
pyment  sb.  SMrgtoein. 
pyn  sb.  3?abel,  $rofd)e;  ©tift,  SBolgen,  ^ftod; 

hangeth  on  a  ioly  p.  ift  luff  ger  Saune. 
pynche(n)  v.  hteifen;  ^ttwrfen,  tabeln;  -ed 

ppt.  gehtifft,  gefaltet. 

pyne  1.  sb.  $ein,  Dual.  2.  -(n)  v.  peinigen, 
pyrie  sb.  SSirnbaum.  [f oltern. 

Qua(a)d  adj.  iibel,  fdjlec^t;  quade  pi 

quaille  sb.  SSadjtel. 

quake(n)  v.   gtttern,   beben;    quook   pi; 

quaked  ppt. 
quakke  sb.  §eifer!eit. 
qualm  sb.  ©eudje. 
quarter-night  sb.  Siertel  b.  -iftadjt,  b.  ^. 

9  U^r  abenbS. 

que(e)ne  sb.  1.  ^onigin.  2.  2)irne. 
queerne  sb.  §anbmii|le. 
quelle(n)  v.  toten,  fd)Iad)ten. 
quenche(n)  v.  Idfdjen,  erlofdjen;  queynte 

plf  (y)queynt  ppt. 
querele  sb.  ©treit. 

questemongers&.UnterfucfjungSbeputierter. 
questio   quid  juris   (lat.)   b.  $tt*9e  (ift), 

questioun  sb.  §rager  SSef^rec^ung,  5tufgabe. 
queynt  1.  adj.  feltfam,  fremb(artig);  fiinft* 

Ii^;  nd'rrifd);  fd)Iau;  queynte  flekl;  -tise 

sb.  ©eltf amfett ;  ©e§tertrjeit;  ©d)Iaul)eit. 

2.  ppl,  f.  quenche(n). 
queynte   1.  sb.  tt»etbl.  ©d>am.   2.  pi,  f. 

quenche(n).   3.  adj. :  f.  o. 
qui  cum  patre,  etc.:  $ormet  am  <3djlu& 

e.  ^rebigt;  f.  19412. 
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quite(n)  —  renably 


quite(n),  quy-  v.  (gurudE^afyen; 
bergelten,  erftatten,  erlb'fen;  reft,  fid)  ent* 
lebigen,  abfinben;  (y)quit  ppt.;adj.  fret; 
-ly  adv. 

quod  pt.  (b.  quethen)  fagte,  fbrad)  (einge* 

quonyam  si.  njeibl.  ©djam.        [fdjaltet). 

quook  f.  quake. 

quyk  adj.  lebenbig,  belebt;  quykkest  supl; 
-e(n)  v.  beleben,  fid)  erfyoten,  lebenbig 
ruerben;  yquyked  ppl  entgiinbet. 

quynyble  si.  6otoran,  ^iftelftimme  (eine 
Guinte  f)d>r). 

quyrboilly  si.  gefotteneS  Sebet. 


Raa  si.  (dial) 

raby  s&.  9tabbi. 

rad(de)  f.  rede(n). 

rafles  si.  pi 

raft(e)  f.  reve(n). 

rage  1.  si.  SSut,  Sfaferei,  £oben;  fyeftige 

itemutSbetoegung.  2.  -(n)  v.  rafen,  toben; 

tollen,  auSgelaffen  fein,  fd)d!em;  -rye  s&. 

9lu§gelaffenf)eit,  (5d)a!erei. 
rake(n)  v.  fid^  einfcfyarren;  -stele  si.  $ai* 

fenfttel. 

rakel  adj.  borf^nell;  -nesse  si.  ilbereihmg. 
ram  si.  SKibber  (aB  $rei3  im  9?ing!am^f ) ; 

©teinbotf  (©ternbilb);  -missh  adj.  bod* 

artig,  ftinfenb. 

rampe(n)  v.  fid)  ftiirgen,  f^ringen. 
rancour  si.  SBitterfeit,  ©roll, 
rape  and  renne  v.  raffen  unb  reifcen. 
rate(n)  v.  ait§fd)elten. 
rathe  adv.  frii^;  -r  comp.  friiijer,  ef)er;  lieber. 
Rauf  SRu|  (SRuboIf). 
raughte  f.  reche. 
raunso(u)n  s&.  Sofegelb;  Slbbitte;  -yng(e) 

vsl.  So§!aiifung. 
ravyne  si.  gftauberet. 
ravyng  vs&.  SRaferei,  ^ergttieiflting. 
ravysshe(n)  v.  entf listen,  entloden;   ent* 

giiden;  -sedest  2.  s.  pi;  -sshed  ppt.  t)er= 

Siidt. 
Razis  m^afeS  (SRaji),  arab.2lr§t  (850—923); 

berf.  Liber  medicinalis  Almansoris  (togl. 

©loffen  6193  ff.). 

real  adj.  fortigltd),  fiirftlid)  (f.  roial). 
reawme  si.  ^dnigreid),  9fleid);  bgl.  reme. 
rebekke  si.  SSeibftiid,  58ettel. 
rebuke(n)  v.  Jurg  abfertigen. 
recche(n),  rekke(n)  v.  (cmd)  imps,  mit  dal) 

fid)  fiimmem,  for  gen,  ac^ten;  e§  fiimmert; 

roghte  pi ;  —  recchelees  adj. 

bad)t,  ad)tlo§,  nad)Ioffig;  -nesse 

bebad)tfam!eit. 


receit  si. 

reche(n)  v.  reidjen,  erreidjen;  raughte  pL 
reclayme(n)  v.  priidlodEen  (b. 
reconnyssaunce  si.  Sebulbft^ein. 
record  si.  9ftuf;  3eu9«!g;  of  r. 

-e(n)  v.  erinnern  an,  im  ©ebacr)tni3  be= 

fallen. 
recours   si.  9Riic!!ef)r,    3uflitd)t;   have   r. 

§urud!et)reny  fid)  toenben  (an). 
recreant  adj.  bergagt;  seith  r.  gibt  ben 

®amtof  auf,  erflart  fid)  aB  befiegt. 
rede(n)  v.  1.  raten;  lefen,  berlefen;  lernen, 

ftubieren;    radde,   redde   pi;   rad  ppl; 

reede  impl   2.  si.  9tote  (4776  =  SBIut). 

2.  a^'.  f.  reed. 

redily  adv.  bereitrt?illig,  fd)Ieunig. 
redoutyng  vsl.  $8eref)rung. 
redresse(n)  v.  roiebertjerfiellen,  nrieberauf* 

rid)ten;  beffern. 
reed   1.  si.  SRat,   9f?atgeber.   2.  adj.  rot; 

rede  flekl;  bgl.  rede(n). 
refreyde(n)  v.  erfcilten. 
refreyne(n)  v.  giigeln, 
reft(e)  f.  reve. 

refut  si.  3uflud)t,  Settling. 
regard,  reward  sb.  ^iidfid)t;  ^inbticf, 


regne  si.  JReid),  ©ebtet,  ^errfdjaft. 
reherce(n)  v.   rt)ieberi)olen,   tuiebergeben; 

aufgtifyten,   ermatjnen;   -saille  si.  ^[iif* 

galling;  -syng  vsl.  ©egenrebe. 
rekene(n)  v.  redinen,  aufgci^Ien;  be  yrek- 

ened  (ppl)  inSSetracbt  fommen;  -yng(e> 

vsl.  9^ed)nung,  9fted)enf{^aft. 
rekke  f.  recche(n). 
relees  si.  Unterlafe;  -les(s)e(n)  v.  erlaffen, 

entbinben,  erlofen,  bergeben. 
relente(n)  v.  ertoeidjen,  fdjnielgen. 
releeve(n)  v.  erleid)tern,  entfd)dbigen,  un- 

terftii|en,  erlofen;  -yng  vsl.  §Uf§mitteL 
releyacio  si.  (lat.)  (£rleid)teriing,  Sofung. 
religioun  si.  Religion;  geiftlic^er  @tanbA 

^onc^Sorben;  -ious  adj.  geiftlid),  e.  Dr* 

ben  angefyorig. 

reme  si.  3?etd);  bgl  reawme. 
remembre(n)   v.  erinnern;   refl.  &  imps* 

fid)  erinnern. 
remewe(n),    -moeve(n)    v.   fortfd)affenr 

(fid))  entfernen. 
ren  si.  Sauf;  with  ar.  gelaufen;  renne(n> 

si  v.  laufcn,  rennen,  eilen;  pitee  rennethr 

etc.  2JiitIeib  regt  fid)  ;  r.  in  a  blame  ficfy 

e.  Xabel  gugie^en;  ran  pt.,  ronne(n)  pi 

pi;  (y)ronne(n)  ppl    (2165:  gebaiifd)t, 

2691:  geronnen);  f.  rape. 
renably  adv.  bemiinftig. 


rende(n)  —  rore(n) 
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rende(n)  v.  gerreiften;  rente  pt.;  (y)rent 

ppt.;  rentynge  ppr. 
reneye(n)  v.  berleugnen,  abfdjmb'ren. 
renges  sb.  pi.  SRang,  SRei^c. 
renovelle(n)  v.  (fid))  erneuern. 
rente  1.  sb.  ©infommen,  ©infitnfte,  3in§, 

SBedjfel.  2.  p£,  f.  rende(n);  rentynge  ebb. 
repair  sb.  SBerrefyr,  Sefud);  -e(n)"v.  jutiidt* 
repleccioun  s&.  ttberlabung.          [fefyren. 
repleet  adj.  angefullt,  bollgefogen. 
re(p)plicacioun  sb.  2Siberrebe;  -plye  v. 

tmoerfpredjen,  eintoenben. 
reportour  sb.  23erid)terftatter,  $enfor. 
repreve  1.  sfe.  SBornmtf,  Sabel,  @d)anbe. 

2.  -(n)  v.  tabeln;  -vable  adj.  tabelnStoert. 
requere(n)  v.  erfudjen  urn,  erbitten. 
resalgar  sb.  Realgar  (roter  @rf)toefeI-Sfc- 
rescowyng(e)  vs&.  ©rrettung.          [fenif). 
rescus  s&.  Settling,  S3eftehmg. 
rese(n)  v.  beben. 
reso(u)n  s.  SSenumft,  ©runb;  $ebe,  2iu§= 

fpruef);  it  is  r.  e£  ift  recfjt,  rid) tig;  by  r. 

of  toegen. 
respit  w.  3luf(d^ub,  fjrift;  withoute  r.  un= 

bersugltd),  fogleid);  -e(n)  v.  9tuff^ub  ge- 

tt)dl)ten. 
reste  1.  sb.  3?aft,  SRu^e;  SRufte.  2.  -(n)  v. 

roften,  tuljen. 

restreyne(n)  v.  begd^men,  befd)ran!en. 
retentif  adj.  ^uriicf^altenb. 
retenue  sb.  ©efolge;  ^)ienft. 
rethor  sb.  ^ebner,  ©deleter;  -yk  sb.  9lebe= 
retraccioun  sb.  SBibemif.  [funft. 

reule  1.  sb.  (Otbett&pegel  2.  -(n)  v.  be^ 

^errfd>en,  leiten. 

reuthe,  routhe  sb.  9TdtIeib;  jammer. 
reve   1.  sb.   $ogt,   ^Bermalter.    2.  -(n)  v. 

rcmben,  entreifeen;  rafte,  refte  pt.;  (y)raft, 

reft  pp^. 
revel  sb.  Su[tbarfeit,  ^ubel,  <Scf)tt»eIgerei; 

-our  sb.  ©cfjtvelger,    SSruber  Sieberlid); 

-ous  adj.  bergrtitgwtg§jud)tig;   -rye  sb. 

SSelitftigung. 

reverberacioun  sb.  3urud[d)Iag,  SBtber^all. 
reward  f.  regard. 
rewe  1.  sb.  Seifje;  by  r.  b.  9ft.  nad).  2.  -(n) 

v.  (on)  fid)  erbarmen,  gnabig  fein;  imps. 

letb  tun;  -ful  adj.  betriibt,  traurtg. 
rewel-boon  sb.  SBalrojjbein  (?). 
reye  s6.  9loggen. 
reyn  sb.  9ftegen;  -e(n)  1.  v.  regnen.  2.  (-e) 

sb.  3ugel.  3.  s6.  Sftetc^,  ^perrfdjaft.  4.  -es 

s6.  pZ.  9Weren,  Senben. 
reyse(n)  v.  1.  reifen,  e.  ^riegSgug  madjen. 

2.   aufftetgen;   (fid))   erljeben;   errtd^ten, 

erbauen;  befditoorcn,  gitieren. 


ri-  f.  aud)  ry-. 

ribaudye  sb.  Qote,  6cf)mu|erei. 

ribibe  sb.  Scttel. 

ribible,  ru-  sb.  giebd,  (bretfaitige)  ©eige. 

Richard:  St.  Sdtoen^cQ  (t  1199). 

ride(n),  ry-  s$.  v.  reiten;  rit  3.  s.  pr.;  rood 

s.  pt.;  ride(n),  ry-  pi.  pt.  &  ppt.;  r.  or  go: 

gefyen;  §u  $uJ3  u.  5Ro^;  fid)  begeben,  tuei* 

len;  r.  out  cm^reiten  (auf  Slbenteiier  ob. 

pr  5luffid»t;  bgl.  outrydere);  ridyng  vsb. 

Slufjug  gu  ^ferbe,  Sjoft  ob.  Sitrnier. 
right  1.  s6.  SRedjt;  at  alle  rightes  nac^ 

alien  9?egeln.  2.  ad/.  red)t,  ttdjttg,  red)t= 

ma^ig.   3.  adv.  redjt,  gar,  gerabe,  eben, 

njirflid),   ganoid)   iifw.;  -ful  «d;'.  red)t= 

mtifjig;  -wis  ad/,  geredjt;  -wisnesse  s6. 
^  ©ere^tigfeit,  9led)tf^affenl)eit. 
riot,  ry-  sb.  ©djioelgerei,  ©aug  u.  93rau3; 

-our  sb.  Sdjtttelger,  3ed)fumpan;  -ous 

adj.  ait3fd)ft)etfenb,  lieberlid). 
rist  f.  ryse(n). 
rit  f.  ride(n). 
roche  sb.  $el§. 
(the)  Rochele  La  Rochelle,  ftg.  §afenftabt 

(V.  12509:  Slnfpielimg,  auf  ben  in  beren 

©egenb  tuadjfenben  Ieid)teren  SBein). 
rode  sb.  ©efitfjtSf  arbe  ;  -dy  ad/,  rotlid). 
Rodogone:  Softer  b.  ^ariug  (totete  i^re 

Slntme,  toeil  btefe  gu  etner  giueiten  §eirat 

riet). 
Roger  SRiibiger;  v.  15504:  Ruggieri  degli 

Ubaldini,  ©rgbifdjof  to.  ^ifa,  fyeinb  llgo= 
ro^hte  f.  recche.  [Iino§. 

roial  adj.,  roialliche,  -ally  adv.  frmiglidj, 

furftlid);  -altee  sb.  fcotyeit,  ^urftlic^!eit; 

(!6niglid)e§)  ©eprdnge;  tigl.  real. 
rolle(n)  v.  tofiljen;   r.  up  and   doun  fytn 

u.  fyer  iiberlegen,  errt)dgen;  f.  roule. 
romance  sb.  SRoman. 
Roman,  -ayn  romifd),  Corner;  f.  geeste. 
romble(n)  v.  tofen;  riifjren  (t>gl.  rumbel). 
rome(n)  v.  manbern. 
rammer  f.  rowm. 

rong  1.  sb.  (Seiter=>)@proffe.  2.  pt.  \.  rynge(n). 
(y)ronnen  f.  renne(n). 
Ronyan,  -on  :  @t.  ^onan,  fc^ott. 


..  .. 
rood  f.  ride(n). 
roode-beem  sb.  £reugbal!en  (uber  b.  (£in= 

gang  j.  Settner). 
roos  f.  ryse. 
roost  s6.  SSraten. 
roote   sb.    SBursel;   ®runbftoff;    (aftrol.): 

SSurgelbatum,  UtettoitfitfgaljL 
rore(n)  v.  fd)aHen;  briillen,  ftoljnen;  -yng 

vs&.  ©eljeul. 
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Rosarie  —  sawe 


Rosarie:  Rosarius  philosophorum,  atd)t)m. 
2Ber!;  f.  Arnold. 

Rose:  Roman  de  la  Rose,  im  9M.  be* 
tiebte  altegorifdje  3)td:)twtg,  bon  SSitfy 
be  £orri§  begcnnen,  bon  ^ofy.  be  SSfteung 
beenbet  (1310);  bon  Ch.  iiberjefct. 

roser  si.  Sftojenftraud). 

rote  sb.  1.  (Satteninfttument,  (Heine)  §arfe. 
2.  ftbung;  by  r.  auStoenbig. 

roten  ppt.  berfautt,  bertbelft,  betrottet; 
r.-herted  adj.  im  ^nnerften  berborben. 

rotie(n)  v.  faulen  madjen,  berberben. 

rou-  f.  aud)  row-. 

Rouchestre  SRodjefter,  @t.  in  tent  (etma 

1.  Sftitte  b.  SSegeS  n.  Santerbur^). 
rouke(n)  f.  !auern. 

roule(n)  (f.  rolle)  v.  n)dl§en;  r.  aboute  fyer* 

um[d)tt>eifen. 
Rouncivale:  3njeignteberla[fung  b.  §ofbt* 

tal§  gu  SRoncebat  (©panien)  in  Sonbon, 

aud)  anbern  engl  Drten. 
rouncy  s6.  9ttiet3gaul. 
rounde  1.  adv.  runb,  botl(tonenb);  bequetn. 

2.  (-n)  v.  fid)  rimben,  tuotben. 
roundel  si.  gflunblieb  (ftroplj.  ©ebid)t  mit 

28ieberf)olung  cinjelnct  ^etgjcilen). 
route  1.  s&.  @d)ar,  ©efeflfdjaft,  Bug.  2.  -(n) 
v.  gefellen,  (fic^)  berfammeln.  3.  v.  (row-) 


routhe  f.  reuthe  ;  r.-lees  adj.  erbarmung§Io§. 
rowe  adv.  raufy  grimmig  (rough  ad^'.  taut)). 
rowm  a<fy'.  gerciumig;  rommer  comp. 
rowne(n),  rou-  v.  raunen,  fliiftent. 
roy  f.  roi-. 
Rubeus:  ^igur,  b.  recf)t^dufigen  9)lar§  be* 

5eicf)nenb;  bgl.  Puella. 
rubible  f.  ri-. 
rubifiyng  ppr.  rotenb. 
rubriche  sb.  Sitel,  SSotfc^rift. 
Ruce,  Russye  Shtgtotfb. 
rude  adj.  ro^,  roul),  grob  ;  ungebilbet,  nie* 

brig;  -liche  adv. 
rue  [.  rewe. 

Rufus:  gried).  Hrgt  au8  ^^e[u§  (um  100 
rugged  ad?",  setjauft.  [n.  ^r.). 

rumbel,  -bul   sb.  £o[en,  ©aiijen;  Sdrm; 

-blyng  vs&.  spoltern. 
rum  ram  ruf:  an  fid)  [innlo[e  5tu§briicfe, 

5itr  SSerfpottung  b.  ©tabreimS. 
Russell  (eigtl  Batting)  =  btfd).  9?eine!e. 
Russye  f.  Ruce. 
ry-  j.  aud^  ri-. 
rym  sb.  $eim,  SSer»;   r.  dogerel  ^niittel- 

Dct8;  -e(n),  -eye(n)  v.  retmen,  bidjten, 

^erfe  mac^en;  beridjten;  -yng  vsb. 

fitnft,  9fteimetei. 


ryng  sb.  Sfltng,  Socie:  -e(n)  s<.  v.  tauten, 
ftingen,  tlttren;  mtber^aHen;  rong  pt. 

rys  sb.  3ftei§,  Bf06^- 

ryse(n)  s<.  v.  fid)  etfyeben,  auffte^en;  rist 
(vp)  3.  s.  pr./  roos  pt.',  risen  pp^. 

ryve(n)  si.  v.  [patten,  butdjbotjren. 

ryver,  ri-  sb.  gteg;  ^agbgebiet  am  fjlufe. 

Sad  adj.  fatt;  ernft,  feft,  nujig,  berftdnbig, 

beftdnbig,  gubertdlfig;  sadde  flekt.&adv.; 

Ay  adv.  ernfttic^,  griinblid),  tildftig  ufto.; 

-nesse  s6.  (grnft,  SSeftdnbigfeit,  gefe|te§ 

SBefen. 
saffroun  1.  sb.  ©afran.  2.  (-on)  v.  (getb) 

fdrben,  toflrjen. 
saked  pp<.  eingefadt. 
sal   1.   (dial.)   \.  shal.    2.  s&.  (tat.)  Satj; 

s.-peter  ©atpeter;  s.-preparat  gereinig* 

teg  ©at§;  s.-tartre  28ein[tem. 
sale  (dial.)  sb.  @eete. 
salevve(n),  -ue(n)  v.  gtii^en. 
salt(e)  <wfy'.  fat^ig. 

Saluces  SoIiQjc  (0.  fiibt.  t>.  Surin). 
salvacioun,    sava-   s&.   9?ettung, 


salwes  pi  SSeiben^eige,  -gefledjt. 
Sampson  ©im[on. 

sang  1.  (dial.)  si.  ©efang.  2.  pt.,  f,  synge(n). 
sangwyn  1.  adj.  btutrot.  2.  sb.  ©toff  b.  btut* 


roter 

sanz  (fr§.)  prp.  oljne. 
sapience  sb.  SSei^eit;  pi.  ©eifteSgaben. 
Sapor:  @.  I.,  ^onig  b.  $er[ien  (240—71). 
sarge  s5.  ©arj^e,  SSottenftoff. 
Sarray   ©erai  ob.  S^areff,   @t.  im  {iibl. 

IRu^tanb  (bei  ©arepta). 
Satalye  ^tttatia,  @t.  in  ®leinajien  (erob. 

1352). 

satisfaccioun  s6.  ©enugtuung,  S3u§e. 
Saturne  ©aturn,  rom.  ©ottfyeit;  alS  planet 

(aftrol.)  bon  iibtem  ©influg;  atd)t>m.  a@ 

S3Iei  begeidjnet. 
sauf  1.  adj.  tuoMbeljatten,  fidjet;  -ly  adv. 

unbebenfttd),  o^ne  ©efai)r.  2.  sauf,  save 

prp.  aufjer;  s.  your  grace  mit  SSertaub. 
saugh  j".  see(n). 

sautrie  sb.  ^[atterium,  §arfe. 
savacioun  f.  salv-. 
save  1.  si.  ©atbei.   2.  -(n)  v.  (er)retten, 

erfyatten,  aufredjtfjatten.    3.  prp.  f.  sauf. 
savour  sb.  2Bot)Igejd)mad,  ©erud),  3)uft; 

-ly  adv.   mit   28ot)lge[dimad;    -e(n)   v. 

jd)meden,  loften;  -yng(e)  vsl.  ©e[d)macf. 
sawcefleem  adj.  bolt  s|idet,  $ufteln. 
sawe  1.  s&.  5tu§[i)tu^,  9f{ebe.  2.  p^.  f.  see(n). 


say  —  sethe(n) 


459 


giidjtigen 


say  f.  see(n}. 
Sayne  ©eine  (fjlufj). 
scabbe  sb.  Sftdube. 
scaffold  sb.  ©djaugeriift, 
scaled  (pp*J  a^.  fdjotfig, 
scantnesse  sb.  ®nappf;eit,  Surje. 
scape(n)  v.  entrinnen,  fid)  entfernen. 
Scariot  ($uba3)  Sfdjariot,  SBerrdter. 
scars  a<fy'.  fparfam,  !arg;  -ly  adv.  larglidj; 

-nesse  sb.  ©parfamfeit,  ®argf)eit. 
scathe  s&.  ©djabe,  Seib. 
Scithero  (a&fidjtl.  berb.?)  Sicero. 
Scithia  ©?t)tf)ien  (oIS  SSofyn 
sclaundre  sb.  libler  Sftuf,  ©djanbe. 
sclendre  (sk-)  adj.  fyager,  burr;  biirftig. 
scole  sb.  ©djule;  gelefyrte  ©d).  (im  9)191. 

bef.  b.  Sfyeologen);  (Mafyrtfyeit;  $l<4  iinb 

SBeife;   sc.-mateere  ©egenftcmb  b.  %\Z* 

^utation;  sc.-termes  gelefjrte  9Ut3brucle; 

-er    s&.    ©djiiler;    ©djolar,     ©tubent; 

-eye(n)  v.  ftubteren. 
scorne(n)  v.  berjpotten. 
Scot:  $ferbename  (§an»?). 
scoure(n)  w.  fd)euetn,  abreiben 

(18869  I.  scourge?). 
scrippe  sb.  Safdje. 
scrit  sb.  ©d)rift[tiid. 
seche(n),    seke(n)  v.  fuc^en,    auf[ud)en, 

unter[ud)en,    nadifudjen,    burd)forjd)en; 

soghte  pt. 
secree  1.  sb. 

lot.   Secreta 

bem 

2.  adj.  u.  A  gefyeim,  berfd)h?iegen;  -ly 

adv.  inSgefyeim;  -nesse  sb. 
secte  sb.  (5ttaitben§be!enntTu3 
secule(e)r  adj.  toeltlidj;  sb.  Sate. 
see   1.  sb.  2fteer;   grete  S.  b.  gjlittellaub. 

2JZeer.  2.  s&.  @i|.  3.  -(n)  v.  fetjen,  aiiS- 

jefyen;   God  yow  s.   ©ott  fd)ii|e   eu^! 

s.  biforn  Dor^erfei)en  ;  saugh,  saw,  say, 

seigh,  sy  s.  pt.;  sawe  2.  s.  pt.;  saugh(e), 

sawe,  sye(n)   pi.  pt.;  save,   seye,   seyn 

ppt.;  (y)se(e)ne  adj.  fidjtbdr;  to  seene  ger. 
se(e)ge  sb.  pelage  rung. 
seek,  sek  f.  sik. 
seel   sb.   1.   $eil   (bgl.   sely).    2.   ©iegel 

(10447  ©alomo§  SSunberf  iegel);  3RaI. 
se(e)ld,  seelde,  seelden  adj.  &  adv.  felten; 

tuenig. 

sect  1.  s&.  ©t£;  S()ron;  se^e)te  ^a«.  2.  pt.t 
seeth  f.  sethe(n).  [f.  sitte(n). 

seigh  f.  see(n). 
seint  fjeiltg,  fan!t;  -e  eigtt.  we.;  -tuarie 

sb.  ^eiligtum. 
seke  f.  seche. 


s.  of  secretes, 
Secretorum   (ein   im 


selde  f.  see-. 

selle(n)  1.  v.  berfaufen,  eintt)ed)jeln;  -er 
sb.  SSerfdiifer.  2.  sb.  ©djiuelte,  ^lur  (a.  b. 


sely  adj.  feltg,  un[d)iilbig;  einfciltig,  arm* 
(feltg);  gut,  brat). 

semblant  s&.  ©djein,  2tn[d)ein. 

semely  ad;'.  <fe  adv.  artig,  nett;  Iteblic^; 
anfel)nltd). 

semes  sb.  pi.  ©dume. 

semy  (tat.)  fyalb;  s.-cope  sb.  t(alblanger 
(^orrorf;  (with  a)  s.-soun  Ijalblaut. 

semyng(e)  vsb.  Slnfdiein;  to  my  s.  hrie  e? 
mtr  fdjeint. 

Semyrame  ©emiramig. 

sencer  sb.  SBeibraui^fa^;  sensynge  ppr. 
beraudjernb. 

sendal  sb.  ^inbet  (leister  ©etbenftoff). 

sende(n)  v.  fettben,  fc^iden;  sent  3.  s.  pr.; 
sende,  sente  pt.*  sent  ppt. 

sene  f.  see(n). 

Senec,  Seneca,  Senek(ke):  l)dufig  gitiert, 
jeltener  ber  altere  ©.  (bejfen  'Contro- 
versiae'),  ofter  L.  Annaus  S.  (Sefyrer 
S'Jerol);  ed)te  ©djriften:  'De  ira',  'De 
dementia',  'Epistolae';  angeblidje:  'De 
moribus',  4De  quattuor  virtutibus'  ;  metft 
gitiert  bie  i^m  fdlfdjl.  §ugefd)riebenen 
'Sententiae'  be^  Publilius  Syrus. 

senge(n)  v.  (t)er)|engen;  roften;  seynd  ppt. 

sengle  adj.  eingeln,  lebig. 

Senior:  Xitel  e.  al$\)m.  $8ud)e§,  bollft.r 
Senioris  Zadith  fil.  Hamuelis  tabula 
chymica. 

sensualitee  sb.  ©innlidjfett,  ^Ieifd)e§Iuft. 

sentence  sb.  ©inn,  SSebeutung,  Stt^att? 
llrteil;  ©prudE),  3lu§[|3rud),  2tu3brucf. 

Septe  (Eeuta  (9Jorb-2Ifrt!a). 

sepulture  sb.  SBegrabniS,  ©rab,  ©rabmat. 

Serapion:  arab.  9ttjt  (11.  $$.). 

sergeant  sb.  Xienftmann,  ^5tofo§,  ©d)erge; 
s.  of  the  lawe  9ted)t§gele^rter/  =ann?alt. 

sermon  sb.  «Rebe,  ©d)rtfttt?er!;  -e(n)  v. 
reben,  erortetn;  -yng  vsb.  ©erebe,  ($r- 
orterung. 

serve(n)  v.  (be)bienen;  forbern;  be^anbeln; 
Derfa^ren  mit;  yserved  ppt.;  -vage  sb. 
ftnedbtf^aft;  -vant  sl>.  Snccf)t,  Wiener, 
Sieb^aber;  -vitour  sb.  Wiener;  -vitute 
sb.  $)ienftbar!ett,  ^nec^tfdjaft;  -vysable 
adj.  bienftfertig,  bienftbar;  -vice,  -vyse 
sb.  3)tcnft,  58ebtenung,  2tufn?artung. 

serye  sb.  fRet^e,  2tufgd^ung. 

sessioun  sb.  ®erid)t§tag. 

sethe(n)  st.  v.  fieben,  fod>en;  seeth  pt.; 
soden  ppt. 
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sette(n)  —  sik 


sette(n)  v.  fefcen,  auffejjen;  einfaffen;  an* 
fetjen,  feftfefcen;  annetimen;  ridjten;  ad)« 
ten,  geben  (atif);  re]l.  fid)  feijen;  s.  at 
nought  filr  nidjtS  adjten;  s.  at  werk  gu 
fcfyaffen  macfyen;  s.  on  .  .  knees  aitf  b. 
$nie  fallen:  s.  .  .  in  oon  alleS  baran 
fefcen;  set  3.  s.  pr.;  sette  pi.;  (y)set  ppt.; 
be  set  fid)  fe£en,  fifcen;  f.  cappe. 

seur  adj.  fidjer,  ftcttrife;  -ely  adv.;  -etee 
s&.  ©idjerljeit,  iSiirgfdjaft;  f.  sur-. 

seven-nyght  si.  28od)e,  ad)t  Sage. 

sewe(n)  v.  folgen,  berfclgen. 

sewes  sfe.  pZ.  ©aitcen,  2)cU!ate[fcn. 

sexteyn  si.  ®iifter. 

seye(n)  1.  v.  jagen;  to  seyn(e)  grer.  2.  pt. 
pi,  f.  see(n).  seynd  f.  senge(n). 

seyle(n)  v.  fegeln;  (y)seyled  ppi. 

shaar  s&.  $f!ugfdjot. 

shadde  f.  shede(n). 

shadwe  si.  Sdjatten;  -wed  ppt.  befrfjattet. 

shal  pt.-pr.  foil;  werbe  (al§  (jilt,  ami)  mit 
ergcinsung  e.  ^nfm.,  5.  S3.  1360);  shul, 
shullen  (shal)  pi  pr.;  shul  2.  s.  conjtv.; 
sholde  pt. 

shame  1.  si.  <3djom;  (Sdjanbe,  @c£)im^f; 
for  sh.  of  his  degree:  um  feinen  ©tanb 
nicfjt  gu  entefyren;  -es  gen.  =  jdjimpflidj. 
2.  -(n)  v.  befcEjcimen,  e.  ©c^im^f  antun; 
mps.  (m.  dat.),  be  shamed  fid)  f(f)dtnen; 
sh.-fast  adj.  berfd^cimt;  fc^eu,  leuf^; 
sh.-fastnesse  si.  SSetfc^fimt^eit,  @^eu, 
©dju^tern^ett;  sh.-ful  ocfy'.  fd)dnbltd), 
unanftdnbtg. 

shap  si.  ©eftalt;  mannt.  ®lieb;  -ly  adj. 
geeignet;  -e(n)  s<.  v.  fdjaffen,  geftalten; 
erfinnen,  eintid)ten,  beranftalten;  t>er= 
I)angen,  beftimmen;  re/Z.  fid)  bereit  marfjen, 
fid)  anfdjicfen.  beabfid)tigen;  shoop  pt., 
shopen  pi.;  (y)shape(n)  pp£. 

shawe  si.  ©etiolg,  ^idi 


she  prn.  fie  (fern.);  biefe,   jene;   bie  be* 
treffenbe ;    she-ape   tiffin ;    she-wolf 


shede(n)  v.  gtefcen,  bergtefcen;  shadde, 
shedde  pt. 

sheef  si.  SBiinbcI. 

sheeld  si.  ©dn'Ib;  Saler  (ftj.  ecu);  sheeld, 
-es  pi;  bgl.  shilde. 

she(e)ne  adj.  fdjon,  gldngenb. 

she(e)te(n)  v.  fd)ie|en. 

shende(n)  v.  fdjdnben,  befdjimpfen;  fd)el* 
ten;  fd)aben,  (be)fd)dbigen,  fcerberben, 
gerftoren;  befubeln;  shent,  shendeth 
3.  s.  pr.;  shente  pt.;  (y)shent  ppi.,  -e  pi; 
shendshipe  si.  <5d)anbe. 

shepe  si.  fio^n. 


shepne,    shipne   si.   (Sc^u^en,    ©tall- 

gebdube. 

sherte  si.  ^emb. 

shete  1.  si.  SBettlalen.   2.  i?.,  f.  sheete(n). 
shette(n)  v.  fdjliefjen,  t»erfdf)Iieien;   shette 

pt.;  shet  ppl,  yshette  pZ. 
shewe(n)  v.  geigen;  fid)  geigen;  Dorgeben. 
shifte(n)  v.  guteilen,  berleiljen. 
shil  a^'.  fdjrill,  gellenb;  shille  pi 
shilde(n)  v.  tierlniten,  bepten,  bett)at)ren. 
shipman  si,  ©eemann,  @d)iffs!a^itan. 
shipne  f.  shep-. 
shire   si.  ©raffdiaft,   ®au;  shirreve  s&. 


shiten  adj.  (ppt.)  f^mu|ig. 

sho  si.  (Sdjul);  shoon,  shoos  pi. 

shode  si.  (Srfjopf,  ©djeitel. 

sholder-boon  s&.  Sdjitlterblatt. 

shonde  si.  @d)anbe. 

shoon  f.  sho  u.  shyne. 

shoop  f.  shape(n). 

short  adj.  !urj,  !Iein,  gering;  -e(n)  v.  liirgen. 

shot  si.  (Stefdjofc;  -windowe  s&.  ©udfenfter. 

shour  si.  9?egenfd)Quer. 

shouwe(n)  v.  fdjieben,  fto^en;  shove  pp^. 
&orgefd)oben. 

shrede(n)  v.  gerfd^neiiDen;  shredde  pt. 

shrewe  1.  si.  SSofetDtd)!,  ©djurfe; 
SSeniidter;  bofe§  SBeib,  ganferin, 
2.  -(n)  v.  berflud)en,  bertuiinfdjen;  -ed 
adj.  (ppt.)  berflud)t,  nid)t§murbig  ;  -edly 
adv.  argliftig,  bo^aft;  -ednesse  si. 


shriftefader  si.  S3ei(tt)ater. 

shrighte  pt.,  f.  skrike(n). 

shrymp  si.  ^nir^§. 

shryned  pp^.  eingefdjretnt. 

shryve(n)  reft.  beid)ten;  (y)schryve(n)  ppi.; 

be  sh.  b.  iBetdjte  ablegen. 
shyne  1.  s&.  (Sdjienbein.  2.  -(n)  si.  v.  [diet* 

nen;  shoon  pi. 
shymeryng  vs&.  ©dn'mmer. 
shyvere  1.  si.  ©djnitt,  ©djetbe.   2.  -(n)  t?. 


Sidyngborne  ©ittingbourne,  @t.  ca.  40  SOW. 

b.  Sonbon. 
sight(e)  1.  si.  SBIitf,  SInbltd,  @(^au,  5tn* 

fid)t;  ®efid)t,  Se^feaft;  $orfet)img.  2.  p^ 

f.  sik<n). 
significacioun   si.  ^naetdien,   ^orbebeu- 

tung;  -cavit  (lat.)  (crfteS  SKort  im)  $er- 

i)aftung0befef)I  (gegen  einen  ©jfommwiM 

gierten). 
sik  1.  adj.  (seek,  sek,  syk)   fied),  !ranf; 

-e  flekt.;  -ly  iibel,  hJtbethjtilig.    2.  si. 

Seufger.  3.-e(n)  v.  feufjen;  siked,  sighte  pt. 


siker  —  sonde 
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siker  adj.  ftd)er,  gettnjj;  -ly  adv.  ftdjerlid); 

-nesse  sb.  ©icfyerfyeit,  SBertrauen. 
similitude  sb.  (<5eme§)gletd)en;  SBergleidj; 

ardtgefufjl. 
Simon,   Sy-   1.  ^linger  b.  £errn.    2.  b. 

^arifder   @.   (Suf.  VII,   36ff.).    3.  @. 

,,2ftagu§"  (Styoftelgefd).  VIII,  18ff.);  bgl. 

Symekyn,  Symonvals. 
sires&.&err,  ^eifter;  Slitter;  SSater;  $ater 

(ate  Xitel  audj  bor  -ftamen  b.  ©eiftlidjen)  ; 

i.  ©ing.  juto.  al§  Stnrebe  einer  SJlefyrgaf)!. 
sith  1.  s&.  >JM;  -e,  -es  pi.  2.  sith,  sithen, 

sitthe,  s.  that  conj.  feit,  feitbem;  ba  (ja); 

adv.  bann,  barauf,  nadjfyer. 
sitte(n)  s$.  v.  jifcen,   tuo^nen;   imps.   ge* 

giemen,    anftefjn;   reft,   fid)   nieberfefcett, 

"laffen;  sit  3.  s.  pr.;  sat,  sect  pi.;  seten 

pp*. 
skile  so.  SBerramft,  ©rimb,  33egritnbung; 

it  is  (greet)  sk.  e3  ift  (fefyr)  bernilnftig, 

rec£)t;  skilful  adj.  toerminftig,  berftdnbig, 

rt>ei§IidE);  -ly  adv.  mtt  Sledjt. 
skippe(n)  v.  fyitbfen,  [te^  fd)rt)mgen;  fprin* 

gen,  fid  ftilrjen. 
sklendre  f.  sclendre. 
skrike(n)   v.    freifdjen,   laut    auffcf)reien; 

shrighte  pi. 

skynke(n)  v.  ein[d)enfen. 
slak  adj.  fd^laff,  langfam,  jdumig;   slakke 

flekt.,  -re  comp.;  -e(n)  v.  ab*,  nad)la)'fen, 

aiiff)oren;  befeitigen. 
slawe(n),  slayn  f.  slee(n). 
slee(n)   st.  v.   erjc^Iagen,   toten;   slough, 

slow    pt.;    (y)slawe(n),    (y)slayn    pp^.; 

sleer  sb.  9)lorber. 

sleep  1.  sb.  ©djlaf.   2.  pt.,  \.  slepe(n). 
sleigh  j.  sly. 
sleighte,  sly-  sb.  Sift,  ^niff,  ftunftgriff, 


slepe(n)  v.  [rf)Iafen;  sleep,  slepte  pt.;  -py 

adj.  fc^Iaf)>enbenb. 
slewthe  f.  slouthe. 

slider  adj.  fdjliitofrig;  slidynge  f.  slyden. 
slit  f.  slyde(n). 

slitte(n)  v.  flatten,  burdjftecfien. 
slogardrie,  -dye  sb.  Srdgtjeit;  sloggy  adj. 

trdg. 

slombry  adj.  fdjlcifrig. 
slong  pt.  Co.  slyngen)  fdjleuberte. 
sloo  sb.  @(j^lef|e.  • 
sloppe  sl>.  lo[e§  28ant§. 
slough,   slow   1.  sb.   (5d)Iamm,   9Koraft. 

2.  p<.,  f.  slee.   3.  adj.  langfam,  matt. 
slouthe,  slewthe  sb.  gaitl^eit,  £ang[am* 

feit. 
sluttish  adj.  fdjtumbig,  Iieberlicf>. 


sly,   sleigh   adj.  fdjlaii,   lifttg;   6ebdd)ttg; 

funftlid),  finnretd). 
slyde(n)  (sli-)  v.  entgletten,  entfdjtmnben; 

slit  3.  s.  pr.;  -ynge  ppr.,  adj.  trugertjd). 
slyk  1.  adj.  glatt.    2.  prn.  (dial.)  [old). 
smal  adj.  flein,   gertng;   fc^tan!,   f  carnal; 

!na|3^;  ^od)  (Son);  adv.  menig,  gering, 

fietn. 

smart  f.  smert. 
smatre(n)  v.  befubeln. 
smert  (smart)  adj.  fdjmerglid),  bitter;  fyef* 

tig,  leb^aft;  -e  1.  sb.  @d»merg.  2.  pi.  adj. 

3.  adv.   jd)mer§Iid)  ,    Ijart,    emtofinblid). 

4.  -(n)  v.  fdjmergen,  quctten,  bebtiicten. 
smok  sb.  §entb;  -lees  adj.  obne  ^)emb. 
smoot  f.  smyte(n). 

smoterlich  adj.  [djmu^ig,  anrildjig. 
smyler(e)  sb.  6d)meid)Ier,  SBerrdter. 
smyte(n)  st.  v.  jdjlagen,  erfdjlagen,  jufdjla- 

gen,  i)auen;  smyt  3.  s.  pr.;  smoot  pt. 
smythe(n)  v.  jdjmieben. 
snewed  pt.  imps,  jdjneite;  gab  reid)Iid)  (?). 
snowte  sb.  ©^nou^e,  Wlanl 
snybbe(n)  v.  ruffeln,  [c^elten. 
so(o)  1.  adv.  fo.    2.  conj.  njenn,  jo;  fo 

nja^r  luie,  moge  ufto.;  (mitconjtv.)  bttte, 

bod),  hjolle  uftp.  (bgl.  as);  so  that  toenn 

nut. 
sobrely  adv.  ernftfjaft,  ru^tg;  -nesse  sb. 

S^udjterniiett. 

socour  sb.  93eiftanb;  better. 
soden  f.  sethe(n). 

sodeyn  adj.  pld$Kd);  -liche,  -ly  adv 
soken(e)  sb.  Slbgabe,  MJjIgroang. 


.  ,  . 

sokyngly  adv.  trotofentoeije,  allmdl)tid). 
sola(a)s  sb.  £roft,  ©r^otung;  Unter^altung, 

SSergniigen,  Suft,  ©pajj;  -ace(n)  v.  tr5- 

ften;  unter^alten,  beiuftigen. 
solempne  adj.  feierlid),  nmrbeboH; 

tig,   torunlboll;   -nitee   sb. 


Soler-halle  sb.:  eigtl.  (SoIIer^au^,  e^em. 
©ollege  in  Sambribge,  oermiitl.  Clare 
ob.  King's  Hall  (Jefct  Trinity  College?). 

som  prn.  irgenb  ein,  ettoag;  som  .  .  som 
ber  cine  .  .  ber  anbere;  s.-de(e)l  adv.  et= 
ma§,  ein  toenig;  gen?i[[erma^en;  s.-tyme 
einft,  bormaB,  bereinft;  bi^tueilen;  f.  al.  — 
som(m)e  1.  pi  prn.  einige  iifto.  2.  sb. 
Oumnte. 

somonce  sb.  SBorlabung;  som(o)nour  sb. 
©eridjt^bote,  SBttttel;  som(p)ne(n)  v. 
borlaben;  aitfforbern. 

sompnolence  sb.  @d)taffu^t. 

sond  sb.  (Sanb.  —  sonde  sb.  (Sdjicfung, 
$iigung;  ®abe;  35otfc^aft,  SSote. 
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sone  —  sprynge(n) 


libel;   f.  grace. 


sone  sb.  ©elm.  —  sonne  sb.  ©onne;  ebenfo 
gen.  —  so(o)ne  adv.  balb;  sonnest  supl. 

songe,  soong  f.  synge(n).  [balbigft. 

soor,  -e  1.  sb.  2Bunbe,  ©djmerg.  2.  ad?., 
-e  pZ.  ttwnb,  fdjroerjljaft;  f)eftig;  be* 
fitmroert.  3.  -e  adv.  fdjmetjltdj,  Ijeftig, 
gar  feljr;  bere(n)  s.  ubelne^men,  bor« 
raerfen.  4.  -e(n)  v.  auffteigen,  emfcor* 
fliegen. 

soote  f.  sweete. 

sooth  1.  adj.  trafyr;  -ly  adv.  tt?a!)rli(f), 
toil-Hid).  2.  s&.  (sothe)  SBafyrtjeit;  for 
sothe  toafyrlid);  -fastnesse  sb.  SBafjrljeit; 
S&itffidjfeit,  ©id&erfjeit. 

sooty  a«fy'.  betnfjt. 

sop(e)  s&.  etngetimfte  SSrocfen. 

sope(e)r  s&.  2lbenbma%eti;  f.  soupe(n). 

sophyme  sb.  ©fctj3finbig!eit. 

sort  sb.  2o3,  ©djidffal;  2lrt,  ©attung. 

sorwe  1.  si),  ©orge,  Summer,  ©ram,  Strger; 
with  s.  letber,  §itm  ©c^aben,  libel  erge^)T 
e§  bir;  o  jammer!  make(n)  s.  traiiern; 
-ful  adj.  fummcttJoH,  traurig.  2.  -(n)  v. 
fid)  gramen,  traiiern. 

sory  «d;'.  traurig,  fldgli 

soster  f.  suster. 

sothe  f.  sooth  2. 

sotil  f.  soutil. 

sotted  adj.  (ppt.)  betort. 

sou-  f.  auii)  sow-. 

soughe,  sowe  s&.  ©au. 

souke(n),  sow-  v.  faugen;  au§[aitgen,  ber* 
ptaffen. 

soul  adj.  etnfam.  —  soule  s&.  ©eele. 

soun  si.  Xon,  Slang,  ©d^all;  f.  sowne(n). 

soupe(n)  v.  511  Stbenb  fpeifen;  f.  soper. 

souple,  sow-  adj.  gefd^meibig,  nad)giebig. 

sourde(n)  v.  entftmngen,  entfte^en. 

sours  s&.  Ouelle;  Stuffdjttwng. 

soutere  sb.  ^lirff^ufter. 

Southren  adj.  filblid);  S.  man  @iibeng= 
Icinber  (ber  ©tabreim  bermarf). 

Southwerk  ©outfjtoar!,  fiibl.  SSorftabt  Son- 
bong,  jefct  ©tabtteil. 

soutil,  sotil,  subtil  adj.  fein,  biinn,  gter= 
liti);  ftfjlau,  Uftig,  ^eimtudijrf);  gefc^eit, 
!un[trei(f);  -tee,  subtil(i)tee  sb.  ©^lau* 
ijeit,  Sift,  Stidfc,  Sniff;  3Bi^  Sunft. 

sovereyn  1.  ad;.  i)od)ft,  f)au|)tfd(i)Iic^;  bor- 
jflgliq,  bollfommen;  §autot  .  .,  fiieb* 
lings.  .  .  2.  sb.  <perr,  ©ebieter,  8Sotgefc|ter. 

sow-  f.  aud)  sou-. 

sowdan  sb.  ©iiltan;  -nesse  sb.  ©ultanin. 

sowded  ppt.  gefeftigt,  betbunben. 

sowe  1.  s&.  f.  soughe.  2.  -(n)  v.  a)  nctfjen; 
I)  faen;  ysowed  ppt. 


sowled  ppt.  befeeli. 

sowne(n)  v.  (bgl.  soun)  tonen,  ertonen 
laffen;  anftimmen;  anftoielen,  fjinbeuten 
auf  ;  s.  in  (to)  auSflingen  in,  gielen  auff 
iibereinftimmen  mit,  neigen  ju,  anftreben. 

space  sb.  9toum;  3ett(raum),  3)Zu^e,  SSeile, 


. 
spare(n)  v.  fdjonen,  aditen;  fbaren,  fflrjcn; 

bergidjten;    fief)    fdjonen,    guriic!^aUen; 

-yng(e)  vsb.  3uriic!I)aItung. 
sparhauk  si.  ©perber. 
sparre  sb.  ©Barren,  SSalfen. 
sparth  sb.  ©treitajt. 
sparwe  sb.  ©terling. 
spaynel  sb.  SSad)telt)unb. 
spece  sb.  Slrt,  ©attung. 
spectacle  sb.  SSriUe,  9lugengla§. 
spedeful  f.  it. 
speede(n)  v.  eilen;  bejdjleuntgen;  forbern, 

©liic!   fbenben;    berric^ten,   bollbrmgen, 

geltngen;  erreidjen  ufh?.;  refl.  fidj  beetlen; 

spedde  ptm;   (y)sped  ppt.;    I  hadde  .  . 

ysped  el  tt»cire  mir  .  .  ergangen;  spede 

ful  adj.  borteifljaft,  gfinftig. 
speere  sb.  ©»i)dre.  (^ad»  ^tolemdit§  um- 

gaben  9  ©ptjdren  bie  feftfte^enbe  (£rbe, 

1.—  7.  bie  ber  $Ianeten,  8.  bie  b.  gftil 

fterne,  9.  b.  primum  mobile).  —  spere 

sb.  ©beer. 
speke(n)  st.  v.  jtoredjen;  sp.  good  loben; 

spak  s.  pt.,  speeken  pi.  pt.  ;  spoke(n)  ppt. 
spel  sb.  ©^rud),  (Sr5d|)Iung;  spelle  dat. 
spence  sb.  ©peifefammer. 
spete(n)  v.  fbutlen;  spette(n)  pt. 
spewe(n)  v.  (au§)[j?eien. 
spice  sb.  ©ettwrg;  -ed  adj.  (ppt.)  Ijetfel, 

angftltd);  -erye  sb.  ©begerei. 
spille(n)   v.  iim!ommen,    berberben;   git* 

grunbe  rtc^ten. 
spitously  adv.  ^eftig,  gornig,  bo^aft;  f. 

despitous. 
spore  sb.  ©porn;   sporne(n),  spur-  v. 

ftolbern;  fortftofeen. 
spousaille   sb.  §od)geit;    spouse(n)    v. 

(ber)fyeiratett. 

spoute(n)  vp  v.  aitSfpeien,  ait^werfen. 
sprad(de)  f.  it. 
sprede(n)  v.  ait§bteiten,  berbreiten;  bebecfen, 

be^dngen;  spraddepi.;  (y)sprad,  yspred 
spreynd  f.  sprynge(n)  2*.  [ppt. 

sprynge(n)  v.  1.  st.  fbringen;  entjpringen, 

entjtoroffen;     aitfge^en,     emborftetgen; 

sproong  s.  pt.,  spronge(n)  pi.  pt.,  ppt.; 

springe,  -ynge  sb.  Urfpritng.   2.  schw. 

fprengen;    befprenfeln,  aitSftreiten;  (y-) 

spreynd  ppt. 


squame  —  streyne(n) 
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squame  si),  ©cfjubpe;  iren-s.  s.pt§ammer* 

fcrjlag. 

squaymous  adj.  ehl 
squier  sb.  gitnfer,  $age,  Shtapbe;  -e(n) 

v.  geleiten. 

squyre  s&.  SBinfelmafj. 
staat  sb.  guftanb,  ©tanb;  statly  ocfy'.  ftatt* 

lid),  tuiirbig. 

stablisse(n)  v.  feflfefcen. 
Stace  $.  $ajmrat8  ©tatiuS,  rdm.  $id)ter 

(ca.  45-96);  berf.  'Thebais'. 
staf-slynge  sb.  ©todfdjleuber. 
stal  f.  stele(n). 
stalke    1.    sb.   ©ttel,    ©tengel,    ©tamm; 

©tiifce;  £alm  (,,©plitter").    2.  v.   -(n) 

borftctytig  gefyen,  fd)Ieicr)en. 
stamyn  s&.  ©tamin,  raider  SSofiftoff. 
stampe(n)  v.  (gertftampfen. 
stank  sb.  $fttfiL 
stant  f.  stonde(n). 
stape(n)  od?.  f  fjrfj  borgeriidt. 
starf  f.  stervejn). 

startlyng  adj.  (ppr.)  auffbringenb,  ttrilb. 
stede,  stide  sb.  ©tatt;  in  st.  of  onftott; 

-fast  ad?',  ftanbfjaf  t,  beftanbig ;  -fastnesse 

s&.  ©tanbtjaftigfeit,  S3e[tdnbtg!eit. 
steede  *&.  ©treitro^. 
steer  1.  sb.  ©tier,  junger  Dc^§.  2.  -e  s&. 

©teuer;  st.-lees  ady.  fteiierlo§. 
stele  1.  sb.  ©tiel.    2.  -(n)  s<.  v.  fte^ten; 

fid)  (|ort)f^Ieid^en;  st.  upon  ^eimlic^  bor= 

bringen  gegen,  e.  &e[d)Ieic^en  mit;  stal 

pi.;  stole(n)  ppt. 
stente(n)  (i.  Sftetm),  stynte(n)  v.  aitffyoren, 

ablajfen,  berlajfen,  @tn^alt  tun,  abfjalten, 

^emmen;  enben;  stente,  stynte,  stynted 

pt.;  stent,  (y)stent  ppt. 
stepe  1.  adj.  pi.  (steep)  grofc,  ftarr,  glan* 

3enb.    2.  (e)  -(n)  v.  fteigen,   |d>reiten; 

st.  on  . .  feet  (fid))  auf  b.  23eme  mad>en. 
sterlynges  sb.  pi  ed)te  yR&n%en. 
sterre  sb.  ©tern. 
stert  sb.  ©fcrimg;  -e(n)  v.  ftoringen,  ftttr- 

•^en,  auffa^ren;  entfliel)en;  sterte,  stirte 

pt.;   stert,  stirt,  ystert  ppt.,   (4424  em* 

gebrungen?). 

sterve(n)  st.v.  fterben;  starf  pt;  storven  ppt. 
stevene  sb.  ©timme;  3eit^un^/   ©tunbe 

(olg  $erabrebimg). 

stibourn(e)  adj.  ^artnddig,  tuiberjpenftig. 
stide  f.  stede. 

stierne  adj.  ftreng,  grimmtg,  grdpd^. 
stif  adj.  firamm,  ftraff;  ftarf,  tiidittg. 
stike(n)  v.  ftecfyen,  erftedjen;  ftedcn  (blei- 

ben),  aitfftecfen;  (y)stiked  ppt. 
stikke  sb.  ©toe!;  $fa*)I. 


Stilbon    Won   (bgl.  ^of>.   b. 

Polycraticus,  I,  5). 
stile,  sty-  sb.  1.  ©til.  2.  ©teige,  Qaunftufe. 
stillatorie  sb.  Xeftillierfolben. 
stire(n)  v.  cmregen,  anftoornen;-yng(e)tw&. 


stirt(e)  f.  stert(e). 

stok  sb.  ©tamm;  stokkes  pi.  Jpol^djette, 

5htflrtel;  -e(n)  v.  ftecfyen,  ftogen. 
stole  1.  s&.  ©tola.  2.  ppt,  f.  stele(n). 
stomak  sb.  2Ragcn;  ©feluj't; 


stomble(n)  v.  ftraud^eln. 

stonde(n)  st.  v.  ftetyen,  ft.  bleiben,  be^arren; 

slant,    stondeth    3.   s.   pr.;    stood    pt; 

stonde(n)  ppt;   st.  agayn  toiberfte^en; 

st.  at  berbteiben  bei,  \itf)  fiigen;  st.  by 

emftefjn  filr;  st.  in  beftefyen  in;  st.  to  er* 

tragen,  auf  fid)  ne^men,  fid)  untertrerfen. 
stongen  f.  stynge(n). 
stoor(e)  1.  sb.  $orrat;  telle  no  st.  fetnen 

SBert  legen.   2.  adj.  ftarf,  frecf). 
stqrial  adj.  gefdjidjtu'cr);  st.  thyng  gefcr)ic^tl. 

liberlieferung. 
storven  f.  sterve'n). 
stot  sb.  ®aul;  ©d)inbmal)re. 
stounde   sb.  ©tunbe,   SSeile,   5lugenblid; 

in  a  st.  einfrmalS,  in  !ur§er  %t\i. 
stoupe(n)  v.  fid)  biicEen. 
stour  sb.  SMntipf,  ©turm. 
Stratford  atte  Bowe  D.  norboftt.  b.  Son* 

bon  (St.  at  Bow),  je&t  ©tabtteil. 
straughte  f.  strecchen. 
stra(u)nge  adj.  fremb;  feltfam;  fcrjtuierig; 

make  it  st.  ©d)tmerig!ettett  mac^en;  -nesse 

sb.  ©onberbarfeit;  ©ntfrembung. 
straw  1.  sb.  ©trof),  ©tro^alm;  3)eut  (etto. 

©eringe§);  bgl.  stree;  pleyen  with  a  st. 

fdjdfrtg   merben.   2.  -e(n)  v.  beftreuen, 

ou^ftreuen. 
strecche(n)  v.  auSftreden;  straughte  pt; 

streight   ppt;    al$  adv.:   ger 


stree  sb.  ©tror);  f.  straw. 

stre(e)m  sb.  ©trom;   stremes  pi.  ©trome 

(b.  Std)t§),  ©tragen. 
streen  sb.  ©ebliit,  ®efd)Iec^t. 
streight  f.  strecche(n). 
streit  adj.  eng,  fnatoto,  ftraff;  -e  flekt.  & 

adv.;  streyt(e)  swerd  gegiidtel  ©d^mert. 
stremes  f.  streem. 

streng  sb.  ©ei)ne.  —  strenger  f.  stro(o)ng. 
strepe(n)  v.   (ab)ftreifen,    berauben,  ent- 

Heiben. 
streyne(n)  v.  briirfen,    toreffen,  8tt)ingen; 

feifjen. 
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strif  —  swolwe 


strif,  stryf  sb.  ©treit,  gem!;  ©treitfadje, 

©fanbal;  f.  stryve(n). 
strike  1.  sb.  ©trdfnte.  2.  -(n)  v.  ftreidjen. 
strogelest  f.  strugle(n). 
strond  sb.  ©tranb;  -es  pi  ©eftabe. 
stroof  f.  stryve(n). 

strook  sb.  "©d)tag,  ©treid);  strokes  pi 
stro(o)ng  adj.  ftarf;  mddjttg;  fctjtoer,  fyart; 

arg,   fcpmm;    stronge   flekl;   strenger 

comp. 
Strother:  efyem.  Castle   Strother  i.  -ftor* 

tfyumberlanb. 

stroute(n)  v.  fid)  auSfbreigen. 
strugle(n),  stro-  v.  ringen. 
stryf  f.  strif. 
stryve(n)   st.  v.   ftreiten,   an!dmpfen,  fid) 

ftrauben;  stroof  pi.;  -vyng  vsb.  ©tret* 

terei,  ©treitfudjt. 
stubbe  sb.  SBauntftumtof. 
stubbel-goos  sb.  ©toppelgan^. 
studie  1.  sb.  ©tubium;  ©tubierftube;  ©in* 

nen,  Xrdumerei.  2.  -(n)  v.  ftubieren;  fid) 

bemufyen;  nadjfimten,  bebenfen. 
sturdy  adj.  feft;  ftreng,  ftorrig;  -dinesse 

sb.  ©trenge,  ©tarrfinn. 
stuwe  sb.  gifdjteid). 
sty-  f.  aud)  sti-. 
sty  sb.  ©tall,  ©d)rt)einefoben. 
Stymphalides  ©tt)m^ali§. 
stynge(n)  st.  v.  ftecfjen;  (y)stongen  ppt. 
stynte  f.  stente(n). 
styropes  sb.  pi  ©teigbiigel. 
styth  sb.  Slntbo^. 
styves,  -wes  sb.pl  S3orbeII(e). 
styward  sb.  SSertoalter,  ^oftneifter. 
subdekene  sb.  ©ubbia!onu§. 
subget  1.  adj.  untertan.    2.  sb.  Untertan, 

Untergebener;  -getis,  -gitz  pi 
subjeccioun   sb.  Untertt)urfig!eit,   2)tenft* 

barleit;  (£tnflufterung(?);  f.  suggestioun. 
sublyme(n)  v.  fublimieren,   (burd)   §i^e) 

berflildjtigen,  berbunften;   -matorie  sb. 

©ublimatorium,  ^efd§  5.  ©ublimieren. 
substaunce  sb.  ©ubftang,  ©toff;  SSefen, 

©acfje;  SSermogen. 
subtil  f.  soutil, 
suffisa(u)nce  sb.  ©eniige,  ®enugfam!ett; 

3ufriebeni)eit,  §etl;  hoomly  s.  ^au^foft; 

-saunt,    -ceant   adj.    augreidjenb,    ge* 

niigenb;  fafyg. 
suffrable  aaj.  gebulbig,  nad)fid)tig;  -ance 

sb.  ©ebulb,  Sangmut,  9^ad)fid)t. 
suggestioun  sb.  Slnjeige;  ©ingebung,  (Sin* 

fliifterung. 

superfluitee  sb.  llberma^, 
superlatyf  adj. 


supportacioun  sb.  Unterftiitjung. 

supprised  ppt.  iiberrafc^t. 

surcote  sb.  ft&erroc!. 

surement,  -tee  sb.  (Stdjerljeit,  Untet^fanb. 

surfeet  sb.  liberfdttigung. 

surgien  sb.  SBunbarjt. 

surplys  sb.  (^orrocf,  «i)emb. 

surquid(r)ie    sfc.    ubermd^ige^    ©elbfbet- 

trauen,  SSermeffenljeit. 
Surrye  @^rien;  -en  adj.&sb.  ft)rtfd),  ©t)ter. 
sursanure  sb.  oberfld(^lid)e  ^eilung. 
surveiaunce  sb.  ftbertoacfyung. 
suspecioun  sb.  SBerbadjt;  -ious  adj.  &er* 

bdd)tig. 
suspect  1.  sb.  $erbac!)t,  5lrgrt)o^n.  2.  a^'. 

tterbddjtig. 
susteene(n)  v.   aufredjt   er^alten,  unter- 

^alten,  *ftii^en;  ertragen,  bitlben;  -ten- 

aunce  sb.  Untertjalt,  ^a^rung. 
suster  (soster)  sb.  ©chtoeftet,  ©djtDdgerin; 

©djatj;  -ren,  -res  pi 

suyte  sb.  ^olge;  gleidje  Strt  (©toff,  ^arbe). 
swa  (dial)  adv.  fo. 
swal  f.  swelle(n). 
swalwe  sb.  ©djtoalbe. 
swap(p)e(n)v.(of)abi)aden;(adoun)nieber* 

fttir^en;  swapte  pt. 
swatte  f.  swete(n). 
swayn  sb.  SButfdje,  ^nedjt. 
sweete,  swoote,   spote  adj.  f%  fjolo, 

fanft,  lieblid);  ent^Menb. 
sweigh  s&.  ©djiuung. 
swelle(n)   st.  v.   (an)fd)toe!Ien;   swal  p^.; 

swollen  ppt.;  al§  ad;.:  grollenb;  swell- 

yng(e)  of  herte:  ©d)abenfreube. 
swelte(n)  v.  berfdjmacfyten,  o^nmddjttg  tt?cr* 

ben;  swelte  pt. 

swelwe(n),  swolwe(n)  v.  uerfd)lingen. 
swerd  sb.  ©c^mert. 
swe(e)re(n)   st.  v.    fd)tt)dren,    befdjmoten; 

et».    berfd)it)orenr     ©infprud)    ert)eben; 

swoor  pt.,  pi  swore(n);  swore,  (y)sworn 

ppt.;  sw.  broother  58Iut^freunb,  J^affen- 

bruber. 

swete(n)  v.  f^rt)i^en;  swatte  pi 
Swetoni(us)    S.    ©uetontuS   Stranquillu§, 

rom.  ©djriftfteller  (ca.  75—160),   oerf. 

'Vita  Caesarum'  it.  a. 
swevene   sb.  Xraum. 
swich  pm.  iold);  -e  pi 
swithe  adv.  ft^nett,  fd)leimig;  as  sw. 

bigft,  fdjleunigft. 
swo(u)gh  sb.  1.  ®ei»eul  (b.  SBinbeS); 

nen,  Itd^cn.  2.  £)fynmad) 

felt 
swollen  f.  swelle(n);  swolwe  f.  swelwe'n). 
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swonke(n)  —  Teuta 
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swonke(n)  f.  swynke(n). 

Swoot  sb.  ©dfytoeifj.  —  swoote  f.  sweete. 

swore,  -n  f.  sweere(n) 

swowne  1.  sb.  Dfmmad^t;  a-,  in  sw.  ofjn* 

mdd)tig.   2.  -(n)  w.  in  £)Ijnmad)t  fallen; 

-nynge  adj.  ofmmddjtig;  sb.  Dfjnmadjt. 
swynk  sb.  (fdjroere)  Arbeit,  2ttuf)e;  -e(n) 

st.  •*'.  (angefttengt)  arbeiten,  fid)  anfiren* 

gen;  erarbeiten;  (y)  swonke(n)  ppt.;  -ere 

sb.  ^rbetter. 
swyve(n)  v.  befdjlafen,  fcpnben;  Unjust 

ireiben. 
sy(e)  j.  see(n). 
syb  adj.  tierttwnbt. 

syde  sb.  ©cite;  forest-s.  SSalbeSfaunt. 
syk  f.  sik. 
syklatoun  sb.  (Stflat,  golbburdjhrirfter  (Set* 

benftoff. 

Sym(e)kyn  ©imdjen  (TO.  to.  (Simon). 
Symond  Simon. 
Symonyal  sb.  ©tjmontft;  -onye  ©imonte; 

Ugl.  Simon  3. 
symphonye  sb.  Srefyeier. 
Symplicius   Callus:   ridjt.  Sulpicius  G., 

torn.  ftonful  (166  b.  ©fjr.). 
syn  1.  prp.  feit.    2.  con?,  (and)   syn  that) 

fettbem,  ba  (ja). 
sy nge(  n )  st.  v.  f tngen ;  jammern ;  sang,  soong 

s.pt.;songe2.s.pt.;  -Q(n)pl  pt.;  (y)songe 

ppt, 

synk  f.  cynk. 

synke(n)  st.  v.  fin!en;  berfen!en;  sank  pt. 
Synon  <2inon  (nic|t  (Srbauer  b. 

^fetbe§!);  tyj).  SSerrdter. 
synwe  sb.  (Se^ne. 
Syrak  ^e[u§  (@o^n  b.)  ©ira^. 
sys  num.  (frg.)  fe(|§  (b.  SKiirfeln). 
syve  s6.  Sicb. 


T  bor  3$o!aleit,  bef.  $nfinit.,  fur  to  (g.  93. 

t'amenden). 
taa  (dial.)  =  take. 
taas  sb.  £aufe. 
tabard  sb.  <perolb3rod;  $ittel. 
table  sb.  £afel,  £ifd>;  at  t.  §11  Sifd),  b.  fj. 

n!§  ^oftgdnger ;  f .  aitd)  dormant ;  pZ.©d>reib= 
'  tafel;  SSrettf|3teI;  t-s  tolletanes :  Xafeln 

».  Solebo   (aftron.  SabeHen,   i.  13.  %$. 

uad)  b.  SSKetibian  b.  Solebo  bered)net). 
taffata  sb.  Saffet. 
taillage,  tayl-  sb.  Hbgabe,  ©teuer. 
taille  sb.  teib^ol^  ©^ulbregifter;  -yng(e) 

vsb.  ^Ibrec^nung  (13340:  im  ©fjebett). 
takel  sb.  ©erdt,  3eu9- 
take(n)  st.  v.  nefjmen,  anne^men,  entne^ 

Koch,  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales. 


men;  empfcmgen;  bringen,  (iiber)reid)en, 

geben;  treffen;  auffafjen,  begtetien  (auf); 

refl.  fid^  begeben;  t.  on  .  .  cuf  (fid^)  ne^* 

men,  unterne^nten;  took  s.  pt.,  toke(n) 

pi;  (y)take(n;  ppt.;  is  t.  of  bejteljt  Jtd| 

auf. 

Talbot:  £nnbename. 
tald  (dial.)  s.  pt.  =  to(o)ld. 
tale  1.  sb.  eijd^ung,  ©efd^i^te,  SSerid^t; 

©efd)rt)d|.  2.  -(n)  v.  er^d^len,  fd^too|en. 
talent  sb.  Sfetgung,  SSegterbe. 
tappe    sb.    Bapfen;    (ange§a))fte§)   fja§; 

-estere  sb.  ©djetrfin. 
tapycer  sb.  Sa^ejierer,  Xep^id^mad^er. 
tarditas  sb.  (lat.)  ©dumigfett,  Sangfamfett. 
tare  sb.  Unfrant;  sette  not  a  t.  fid)  nidljtS 

(baroitS)   madden;    counte,    etc.:   !einc 

tanbe  -ftufj  geben. 
targe  sb.  ©d^ilb,  £artfd)e. 
tarie(n)  v.  jogern;  ouf^alteu;  -yyng(e)  vsb. 


Tars  Sartarei  (?). 

tartre  sb.  SSeinftein. 

tasseled  adj.   (ppt.)   bequaftet;   t.   with 

grene  mit  gtiinen  Ditaften  berjiert. 
Taur(us),  Tawr  ©tier  (im  Sierfreife). 
tavern  er  sb.  Sdjenftmrt. 
tayl   sb.    ©djnmnj,   ^interteil,   fte^rfette; 

unterer  Setl. 
teche(n)  v.  letjren,  nnterric^ten;  t.  to  nad^- 

tueifen,  ^mtoeifen  auf;  taughte  pt.;  (y)- 

taught  ppt. 
tehee  interj.  I)i^i! 
temperaunce  sb.  Sftdfcigung. 
temple  sb.  Sem^el;  bef.  (V.  567)  etyem. 

3:em|?Ier^aug  in  Sonbon,  fp.  @i^  t).  9le<f)t£- 

follegten. 
ternpre(n)   v.  md^igen;  (aidant.)   tem^e- 

rieren. 

temps  sb.  (frj.)  geit. 
tene  sb.  ^r^er,  SSer 
tentifly  adv.  aitfmerffam,  forgfam. 
tercelet  sb.  ^altenmcinndjen. 
terciane  sb.  SBed^felfieber. 
Termagant:  i.  b.  9f{tttergebtd)ten  ©b^e  bet 

§eiben  ob.  ©aragenen. 
Tertullan  O.fSe^timiitgXertuHianug,  djrift* 

lid^er  ©d^riftfieHer  be^  2.  3fo3.,  tjetf. 

fd^iebene    ©d^riften   iiber 

fjeit  ufto. 

terve(n)  v.  fdjinben,  ba^  gell  abgiel)en. 
teste  sb.  ^robetiegel. 
testere  sb.  topffjarm'fd)  (b.  «Pferbe). 
testif  adj.  Ijifctg,  eigentt)illig. 
tete  sb.  gi|e. 
Teuta:  tonigin  bee 
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text  —  thryve(n) 


text  si.  £e£t;  $itat,  SluSfbrurf);  SSortlaut; 

-tueel  adj.  im  Ijttteren  genau,  geubt; 
teyne  sb.  patte.  [belefen. 

th,  £,  ofterS  fur  the  ($rt.)  ob.  the(e)  (prn. 

bpr  SBofal),  g.  S3.  th'encens,  th'alighte,  etc. 
thair  1.  =  the  air.   2.  dial.  f.  hir,  pi.  tfjre. 
thakke(n)  v.  Hobfen. 
thank  sb.  3)anf;  kan  th.  toeifj,  fdjulbe  3X; 

his  (hir,  etc.)  thankes  (gen.)  freitoillig, 

bereittoillig. 
than  adv.  meift  =  benn,  ate,  nadj  ®omb.; 

thanne  adv.  meift  =  bann,  barauf. 
thar  pt.-pr.,  meift  wwps.  mit  da£.,  braucfje, 

barf,  e§  ift  notig,  bafj. 
that  (]>at)   1.  pm.  dem.  jener;   pi  tho; 

th.  oon,  th.  oother  b.  cine,  b.  onbere. 

2.  pm.  reZ.  ber,  toeldjer,  (bo§)  toa§;  fefylt 

aurf)  ate  wow.  (5.  S3.  3188/89);  mit  foig. 

prn.  poss.  —  gen.  rel.    3.   conj.  bajs;  in 

$erbinb.  mit  anbern  ^onjunlt. :  if  that, 

syn  that,  etc.;  fo  fe^r  (fd^nell),  ttrie;  too. 
thedam   sb.  ©ebettjen;   yvel   th.   Unveil, 

iibel  ergefje  e8  . . . 
thee  1.  prn.pers.  f.  thow.  2.  -(n)  v. gebei^en, 

toofyl  ergeijen;  theech,  theek  =  thee 

ich,  ik;  so  th.,  so  mote  I  thee  fp  (iualjr) 

e§  mir  (einft)  rt)ot)I  erge^e,   bet  meiner 

(Scligfcit,  b.  m.  ©eel'! 
theef  s&.  2)ieb,  Member;  ©djurfe,  ©d^cidjer; 

theves  p^. 
Thelophus  2ele^^u§,   ^ontg  o.  9Jlt)|ien, 

bon  Sl^itte  @|)eer  bertuunbet  (Ov.,  Trist. 

V,  2,  15  f.). 
thenche(n),  thenke(n)  v.   benfen  (on), 

bebenfen,  erfinnen;  (ofterS  bafiir)  thynk- 

e(n)  imps.  biin!en;  thoghte  pt.,  thoght 

ppt.  (f.  beibe). 
thenne,  -s   1.  adv.  &on  bannen;   jobann 

(f.  thanne).  2.  od;'.,  f.  thynne. 
Theodomas  XJjeobamag  (f.  Statius,  The- 

ba'is  VIII,  343). 
Theofraste    2IjeopI)ra[tu3 ,    betf.    'Liber 

aureolus  de  nuptiis',  git.  Don  §ieront)mu§ ; 

f.  Jerome, 
ther,  -e  adv.  ba,  bort;  too,  too^in,  toortn; 

barum;  conj.   tod^renb,  infofern  ufto.; 

th.  aboute  adv.  bort  ^erum,  baran,  ba- 

fur;  -as  adv.  bort  too,  bafelbft;  conj.  in* 

fofem,  too^ingegen;  -biforn  adv.  border; 

come  -by  adv.  bap  gelangen;  -fo(o)re 

adv.  be^^alb,  bariiber,  bagu;  -of  adv.  ba= 

bon,  barum;  -oute  adv.  braitfjen;  -to 

adv.,  -with  adv.  bagu,  obenbrein,  gugleic^; 

-with-al(le)  barauf,  bamit,  iiberbie§  ufto. 
thewes  pi.  Sugenben,  (Sitten. 
thider,  th.-ward  adv.  bort^in. 


thikke  adj.  bid,  ruublid),  berb;  adv. 

(gebrcmgt);   -herd  adj.  (ppt.)  bic^t  be- 

I)aart. 

thilke  prn.  jener,  berfelbe,  folc^  em  (f.  like), 
thirled  ppt.  btirdjboljrt. 
this   prn.   biefer,   jener   (f^on   befannte); 

mitunter  =  this  is  (3.  58-.  11205);  thise 

pi.;  adv.  tjier. 
tho  1.  pi.  b.  that  (f.  o.).  2.  adv.  ba,  nun, 

bamaR 
tho(u)gh  (that)  conj.  obgleirf),  toenn  auc^  ufto.; 

ba§,  toenn. 
thoght  sb.  ©cbanfe,   ©inn,   <3orge;   -ful 

adj.  bebad)tig,  f^toermiitig. 
thole(n)  v.  erbulben. 
Thomas  1.  £fyoma3  a  Becket,   ©rjbifd^of 

b.  Konterbitrt),  ermorbet  1170,  fb.  St.  SUj. 

b.  ^'ent,  bo^puldrfter  §etliger  ©nglanbS; 

f.  Wateryng.     2.   ©t.  Sty,   ber  Stboftel, 

angebl.  ©riinber  b.  d^riftl.  ©e!te  in  $n* 

bten,  berii^mt  ate  SSautnetfter.  3.  biirgerl. 

9^ame  (V.  7352  ff.). 
thombe  s&.  ®aumen. 
thonder-dent  (dynt)  2)onnerf^Iag ;  th.-leyt 

sb.  S3H|(ftra^). 
thorgh  f.  thurgh. 
thow,  thou  prn.  bu;  fontrafy  mit  boran- 

getjenber  2.  s.  ate  (t)ow:   hastow,   art- 

ow,  etc.;  thee  ace.  &  dat.;  f.  th'. 
thral  1.  s&.  ©iRabe,  *tn,  Wiener,  -in.  2.  a^;. 

untertan,  niebrig;  th.-dom   si.  Hitter* 

tantgfeit,  ^ned)tf(i)aft. 
thraste  f.  threste(n). 

threed  s&.  ^aben:  thredbar  adj.  foben- 
threpe(n)  v.  nennen.  [fdietnig. 

thresshe(n)  v.  brefc^en. 
thresshfold  si.  ©djtocUe. 
threste(n)  v.  bringen,  fd)teben;  thraste  pt. 
threte(n)  v.  broken, 
thridde  num.  britter. 
thries  num.  bretmal. 
thrift  si.  ©ebetfjen,  ©rfolg,  §eil;  -ty  adj. 

bortetlfyaft,  nii|U^,  orbentltd);  -tily  adv. 

fparfam,  forgfam,  borfid^tig;  gebilt)rlt0. 
thrittene  num.  breigefyn;  -ty  num.  brei^tg. 
throng  3.  s.  pt.  (thryngen)  brang. 
throop  si.  3)orf,  SSeiler;  thropes  gen.  &  pi. 
throte  sb.  ftc^Ic;  th.-bolle  sb.  £e^)l!obf, 

Slbam^atofel. 
throwe  1.  si.  !urge  gelt,  28eile,  StugenbticE; 

SUlal.  2.  -(n)  st.  v.  toerfen,  brcingen;  threw 

pt.;  (y)throwe  ppt. 
thrustel  si.  fcroffei;  -tlecok  si.  S)rof|e(- 

mannc^en. 
thryve(n)  st.  b.  gebettjen,  tooty  erge^en;  so 

th.  I  bet  meiner  @eeP !  f  iirtoat)r !  (f.  thee  2). 


thurgh  —  tretys 
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thurgh  (thorgh)  prp.  burdj,  berntoge,  toe* 

gen;  th.-fare  sb.  Swrdjgang;  th.-girt  ppt. 

burdjboljrt;  th.-out  adv.  ganj  burd)  uftt>. 
thurrok  s&.  $oben,  fttelraum,  Sagerraum. 
thurste(n)  mps.  bilrften. 
thwitel  sb.  (gro^eS)  SKeffer. 
Thymalao  SHmofau*. 
Thymothee  £imotf)eu3  1.  ©dn'iler  b.  $au* 

•Iu§.  (SBriefe  an  X.)-   2.  gfeJb$en  b.  2fot- 

tiodjug  (bgl.  Nichanore). 
thyng  sb.  SDing,  Sad)e;  ©egenftanb,  2fa* 

gelegenfyeit;  8efi$;  SBefen;   (a)  th.  ct- 

fta§;  owene  th.  ©igentum;  for  any  th. 

cmf  jeben  gafl,  urn  jeben  $rei3;  make 

a  th.:   e.  Ur!imbe   auffefcen,   berfaffen; 

bitten;  thyng,  thynges  pi  (12997®ebete). 
thynke(n)  f.  thenke(n). 
thynne  (thenne)  adj.  burnt,  burftig,  leer, 
tidyves  pi.  (s.  tidyf)   Heine  SBogel  (3ann= 

fontge?). 

tikel  adj.  tuadlig. 
til  1.  prp.  gu,  nadj),  gegen  ufto.,  bef.  bor 

<fe^.  flit  to  bor  SSoIal.  2.  a^v.  (dial)  fyn. 

3.  con;,  (aitd)  til  that)  big  (bafj). 
tilie(n)  v.  (be)adern. 
tipped  ppt.  (mit  ©Jen)  befcfjlagen;  t.  blak 

rrtit  fc|ttHirjet  @j>i|e  (berfei)en). 
tiptoon  p/.  Be^^en, 
tithes  »6.  pZ.  3e^en  (Sird)enabgaben). 
titled  pjp<.  bered^tigt,  borbe^alten. 
titlelees  adj.  unred)tmd^ig. 
to  1.  prp.  git,  nad),  gegen,  bis,  auf  (bef.  bor 

^onf.,  bgl.  til);  bor  dat.  &  mf.  (bgl.  for 

to);  f.  aiidE)  t';  -forn  prp.  &  adv.  borcm; 

-gidre  adv.  gujmnmen,  etnanber;  -morn 

ctdv.  morgen;  -yeere  adv.  Better,  bte§^r. 

2.  adv.  gu  (felt),  ba$u,  brauf  loS  (?  V. 

13598).  3.  pwe/.  =  get-;  -breke(n)  *«.  w. 

(Ser)bredien;  -breste(n)s&.v.  sermalmen; 

-broste(n)  ppt.;  -glyde(n)  v.  gerfliefcen; 

-hevve(n)  st.  v.  5erl)auen;  t.-hewe(n)  ppt.; 

-race(n)  v.  serreijsen;  -rende(n)  v.  get* 

tci^en;  t.-rente  pt.,  t.-rent  ppt.;  -scat- 

ered  ppt.  gerftreut;  -shrede(n)  v.  §er= 

^aden;     -stoupe(n)    v.   fid)    ftemmen; 

-swynke(n)  v.  gerarbetten  (ob.  to  sw.?); 

-tere(n)  st.  v.  gerrei^en;  t.  tar  pt.;  t. 

tore(n)  ppt.;  -trede(n)  si  v.  gertreten. 
lode  sb.  Erote. 
toft  sb.  SBUf^el. 
toght  adj.  ftraff. 
tok(e)ne  sb.  3^i^en,  ^atfe;  in  tokenyng 

pm  3eid^en  (bafe). 
tolletanes  f.  table. 
tombestere  sb.  Scmgetin. 
too  sb.  3efy;  toon,  toos  pi. 


toord  sb. 

top  s&.  @toi|e;  ©c^otof. 

tormentise  «6.  barter,  goiter;   -trie  sb. 

torn  sb.  fttenft.  [Dual. 

toty  arf^'.  fdjtmnbltg. 

touchyng(e)  1.  vsb.  ©efii^t    2.  prp.  in 

betreff. 
tough  adj.  ftetf,  ^artnadfig;   maketh  it  t. 

mad)t  fid)  tiidjtig  ^eran. 
toun,   town   sb.  Drtfdjaft,   2)orf,   ©tabt; 

-e  da<. 
tour  Surm,  SSurg;  b.  Tower  in  Sonbon 

(V.  3254);    grete  t.  |>aubttnrm,  SSerg* 

frieb;  -et  s&.  Xllrmc^en. 
tourettes  pi  9ttnge  (am  ^aBbanb). 
toute  sb.  ©tetfj. 
tow  1.  sb.  2Berg,  §ebe.   3772:  ^attc  nod} 

meljr   ©toff    uftt).    (gef)eime   9lbftd)ten). 

2.  f.  thow. 

towaille  sb.  £ottbtnd). 
trad  f.  trede(n). 
tragedie  sb.  Xragobte,  b.  I).  ©efd)td)te  mit 

traurigem     Slnggang     (14756ff. ;     bgl. 

Boeth.  II,  pr.  2). 
traitorie  sb.  SSerrciteret. 
Tramyssene:   maurifd)e§  ©ebiet  (Srama- 

fen?)  in  SKaroHo. 
translate^ )  v.  bertuanbeln. 
trappe  1.  sb.  %alle.   2.  -(n)  v.  (att)fdjirren, 

ait^ruften;   -pure   sb.   ^ferbebede   (au§ 

foftbaren  (Stoffen). 
travaille   1.  sb.  9Jlil^e,  S5efd)iuerbe,  Dual. 

2.  -e(n)  .v.  (fd^mer)  arbeiten,  fid)  abmil- 

Ijen,  forgen,  totrfen;  -yng(e)  vsb.  ^htbe^ 

note,  ©eburt^me^en. 
trave  sb.  ^olgraftmen  (filr  unrufiige  ^ferbe), 

Sena! 

travers  sb.  (3tt»ifd)en=)5Bor^ang. 

trays  sb.  ©efdjirr. 

traysoun  sb.  SSerrat,  £a'ufd)ung. 

trecherie,  -ye  sb.  SSerrateret,  SBetrug. 

trede(n)  st.  v.  treten,  ftetgen;  fid)  baaren; 

tret  3.  s.  pr.;   trad  pi;    trode(n)  ppt.; 

tredefowel  sb.  Sretfyoljn. 
tree  sb.  93aum;  $olj;  ^reug(SWti);  ©algen. 
tregetour  sb.  ©aufler,  3<>ubetet. 
trench  sb.  ©mfdjnttt,  S^neife. 
trental  s&.Xrentale,  (bretj3tg)@eelenmeffe(n). 
tresse  sb.  glec^te;  -ed  ppt.  geflod^ten. 
tretable  adj.    folgfam,  gefiigig. 
trete(n)  v.  (ber)^anbeln,  beridjten,   reben; 

•ee   sb.  ^Bertrag,    SSerabrebung,   Unter* 

l)anblung. 
tretys,  -ice  1.  sb.  $ertrag,  SSer^anblung; 

^tb^anblung.    2.  adj.  tootygeftaltet,   an= 

mutig. 
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trewe  —  understonde(n) 


trewe  1.  si.  Srene,  ©toube.   2.  adj.  ireu, 

iuafjr,  ed)t;  -ly  adv.  tocifyrlici);  t.-love  sb. 

treue  Siebe;  tourgigeg  $baut(?). 
treye  (frg.)  num.  brei  (b.  SBitrfeln). 
triacle    sb.  Xfjerial    (Untoerfalfyeihnitief), 
tribulacion  sb.  Srangfaf.  [SBalfam. 

tricen  v.  triegen,  reifcen. 
trille(n)  v.  brefyen. 
trjppe(n)  v.  trippeht. 
triste(n),   truste(n)  v.  trauen,  toevtrauen; 

triste,  truste  pt. 

tristicia  si.  (lat.)  ©djtoermitt,  iible  Sawte. 
Troilus:  §elb  ber  Had)  ifytt  beitannten  ep. 

$>id)tung  Ch.s. 
trompe,  trumpe  1.  sb.  Xrompete,  ^ojaune: 

£rompeter,   ginlenift.    2-  -(n)  v.  trom* 

peten,  blajen. 

tronchoun  si.  Sangenftimtpf. 
Trophee   XropfjaeiiS  (fingterter  ^utoren- 

name?   Vates  Chaldaeorum  ?). 
trotte(n)  v.  traben;  itmfyertuanbeln. 
Trotula  :  ©atttn  e.  SfrgteS  i.  ©alerno  (11.  3§.). 
trouble  adj.  geftort,  beriuitrt,  betriibt,  triib. 
trouthe  sb.  ^5a^eit,  SBa^aftigfcit;  ©e* 

lobnis,  @f)tentoort;  by  my  t.  meiner  4reu  ! 
trowe(n)  v.  trauen,  glauben  ;  1  1.  :  njo^I,  trcum. 
Troye,  -oie  Xroja;  bgl  Ilion. 
trufle  si.  S^id)tigfeit;  9^ederei. 
Trumpyngtoun  Xntm^mgton,  D.  b.  (£am= 
trye  adj.  auSerlefen.  [bribge. 

tryne   num.  breiteiltg   (16275  b.Ij.  @rbe, 


tryp(e)  si.  ©titcEen,  33ro<feu. 

(y)tukked  p^.  ge^iirgt. 

tulle(n)  v.  lorfen. 

Tullius:  Sicero;  gitate  bef.  aug  'De  offi- 

ciis';  (Wrf)  'De  senectute',  'De  amicitia', 

'De  oratore'  etc. 
Turkeys  adj.  tiirlifd). 
turne(n)  v.  (fid))  brel)en,  toenben;  fc^tcn: 

brei^feln;  bermanbeln;  (y)turned  ppt. 
turneiyng(e)  vsb.  Xutnier. 
Turn  us  £.,  ^onig  b.  giutuler,  o.  3lenea§ 

er[d)Iagen  (Aen.  XII,  919  ff.). 
turtel  (-le)  s&.  Xutteltaiibe;  ebenfo  gen. 
turves  s&.  pZ.  ^ajen[tii(ie  (s.  turf). 
tusked  pp^.  mil  pattern  beme^rt. 
tuwel  s&.  Sod). 
twa  num.  (dial.)  gmei. 
twenty  num.  jtoanjig;  ofter0  ungef.  3a^I- 

angabe  =  e.  2)u^enb;  a.  tw.  deuel  wey 

in  brei  SciifcK  9Jamen;  tw.  thousand  = 

taufenbc.  [gtoeen. 

tweye,  tvveyne   n«wi.  (itrfpriingl  mase.) 
twight  ppt.  (inf.  twicchen)  gcrutft:  wel  tw. 

e.  tflditigcr  SRutf. 


twist(e)  1.  si.  gtueig,  9(ft.  2.  -(n)  v. 

qutiten;  briiden;  twiste  pt. 
twyes  num.  jiueimnl. 
twyne  si.  gtoirn. 
twynne(n)  v.  (fid^)  trenncn,  fc^etben;  (fidj) 

befreien,  ablaffen. 
tyde  1.  si.  Beit,  3ettab)^nttt  (t>.  12  <Stunben); 

©egeit  (Sbbe  u.  glut).  2.  -(n)  v.  befttmmt 

fcin,  toibcrfa^ten;  tydes  3.  s.  pr.  (dial). 
typet  si.  ftrogen,  ^apuge. 
Tyro  (lat.  all.)  £t)ru§,  (St.  in  $Heina|teu; 

). 


U  (v  toot  ^onf.  =  u). 

un-ayysed  ppi.  unitberlegt;  -bokele(n)  v. 
auf[d)nctllen,  offnen;  -brent  ppt.  imber* 
brannt;  -constreyned  ppt.  imgegttnmgett; 
-covenable  adj.  im[d)idiic^  ;  -cowple(n) 
v.  lo^gelaffen  n?erben  ;  -curteisly  adv.  un* 
fd)idlic^  ;  -devocioun  si.  Unfrommtgfett, 
©ottlofigfeit;  -do(on)  v.  auftim,  dffnen; 
-feestlich  adj.  imfeftltc^,  iibertnattet; 
-hardy  adj.  mutlo3;  -heele  si.  2Rifc 
gefd^ic!;  -konnynge  adj.  (ppr.)  uner* 
fasten,  uniui|[enb;  vsl.  Underftanb,  Un* 
fa^igfeit;  -kouth  adj.  unbefcmnt,  ftemb- 
artig;  -kynde,  -kyndely  adj.  un«=(tmber») 
nntiir(id);  -leueful  adj.  itnetlaubt,  -ftatt* 
I)aft;  -likly  adj.  imgleid),  ^erfreulic^; 
-mesurable  adj.  immciBtg;  -(n)ethe(s) 
adv.  laum,  mit  SDciUje  ;  -ordred  «d;'.  ff^J 
!einem  (geiftl.)  Drben  anget)drig;  -reste 
si.  Untune;  do  u.  beuntu^igcn;  -sad 
adj.  fyattloS,  itnftat;  -savory  adj.  wt* 
f^mad^aft,  imangene^m;  -se(e)ly  adj. 
imgliicffeltg,  erfolglo§;  -set  adj.  (ppt.) 
un&orf)ergej'ef)en;  -shette(n)  v.  (aitd^  pt.) 
auffdjliefcen;  -shewed  ppt.  berborgen; 
iingebei^tet;  -slekked  adj.  ppt.  uuge- 
lof^t;  -thank  si.  Unban!;  u.  come,  etc. 
toertouttfdit  jet  etc.;  -thriftily  adv.  bilrfttg; 
-tressed  adj.  (ppt.)  ungeflodjten,  ouf^ 
geloft;  -trewe  adj.  utttoaljr;  -trust  si. 
2)W|ttoucn;  -war  adj.  vmerttjattet,  un« 
toiffcntlt^i,  imbeadjtet;  -weelde  adj. 
fc^njerfallig,  ungef  djladjt;  -wemmed  adj. 
(ppt.)  unbefledt;  -wist  adj.,  -witynge 
ppr.  unbetuufet;  -wit  si.  Sorljeit:  -yolden 
ppt.  ofnte  fi(|  ergebcn  gu  ^aben. 

under-growe  adj.  (ppt.)  !Iein  Don  3Sud)2; 
-meles  pi.  (frilf)er)  3Jac^mittag;  -noom 
pt.  (-neme?)  berna^m,  t)er[piitte;  -nome 
ppt.  untetttjiefen;  -pighte  pt.  (t>gt  pighte) 
ffilltc  (ait?  bon  innen);  -spore(n)  v.  ^tn- 
untetf^ieben;  -stonde(n)  st.v.  berfte^en, 
begreifen,  merfen,  l)0reti;  -stood  pt., 


undertake(n)  —  vouche-sauf 
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-stonde(n)  ppt.;  -take(n)  st.  v.  unter* 
nelmten,  tbagen;  befyaubten,  berfidjern, 
bermuten;  I  u.:  geanjj,  tnofyl. 

tindren  sb.  SBormtttng  (3eit  bon  etrt>.  9—12 
Ltljr;  nad)  anbern:  SBefbergeit?). 

un-to  prp.  $u  etc.,  f  .  to  ;  bi§  git. 

sup  l.prp.  auf,  bet.  2.  adv.  auf,  oben,  embor; 
uppe  of  fen;  up  and  doun  fyn  unb  fyer; 
auf  u.  nteber,  luett  \t.  breit,  iiberall; 
up  so  doun  bon  oben  nad)  unten.  —  up- 
caste  pt.  tbarf  an§  Sanb;  -goon  pr. 
crfcfyallen;  -hente  pt.  fyob  auf  (f.  henten)  ; 
•haf  pt.  f.  heve(n);  -plyght  ppt.  au§ge* 
noben  ().  plighte  2);  -right(e)  «di>.  auf« 
red)t,  auftoart3,  gerabe;  toettoffen;  (lag) 
auSgeftretft  (auf  b.  9Riiden);  f.  bolt;  -rist 
3.  s.  pr.  ge^t,  ftel)t  auf  (f.  rysen);  -riste 
.4.  5lufgang;  -ronne  ppt.  aufgeftiegen 
(f.  rennen);  -sterte  pt.  fprang,  fu^r  auf; 
-yaf  pt.  gab  bon  fid)  (f.  yeven);  -yolden 
ppt.  aufgegeben  (f.  yelden). 

upon  1.  prp.,  f.  on.  2.  adv.  an  iifto. 

Urban:  U.  I.,  JBiftof  b.  SRorn,  t  230. 

urinal  s&.  Uringla§. 

use(n)  v.  gebraudjen,  benu^en,  geniefeen; 
itben,  ^flegen;  geloo^nt,  ergeben  fetn. 
—  usage  sb.  ®ebraud),  ©ettio{)nt)eit;  ®r= 
fa^rung;  -aunt,  -ynge  adj.  (ppr.)  ge* 


us  pm.  un3;   -selve  loir,  un^felbft;   (to)- 

ward  gegen  un^. 
usure  sb.  $in$,  SSudjer. 

Valentynes  (seint)  day:  b.  14.  gebtitar 
(an  bent  angebl.  bie  ^anblung  b.  'Parl. 
of  briddes'  \$ie\t). 

Valeria  :  'Messalarum  soror',  etc.  (§ieroni)- 
mu§).  -Valerian  f.  16  359  ff. 

Valerie  $aleriu§,  angebl.  SBerf.  b.  'Epistola 
Valerii  ad  Rufinum  de  non  ducenda 
uxore',  bei  §ierontymit£  (f.  Jerome). 

Valerius  SSal.  aftajtmuS,  torn.  ©c^rtftfteUer 
(unter  Xibertug),  berf.  9  95ii(^er  'factorum 
et  dictorum  memorabilium'.  [SSa^n. 

vanitee   (-ny-)   sb.   O&telfeit,    Qpinbilbung, 

vassellage  sb.  £efynbtenft,  JRittertum. 

vavasour    sb.   5lfterle^n^mann,    (Unter*) 

veluettes  sb.  pi.  (Santmetftoffe.       [SSafaH. 

venerie  sb.  SBeibioer!. 

Venerien  adj.  bon  SSenu^  beeinflu^t. 

venge(n)  v.  tadjen;  -(e)aunce  sb.  9?ac^e, 
Strafe. 

ventusyng  vsb.  ©djrdbfen. 

venym  sb.  ®ift,  (giter;  SSogljeit:  -ous  adj. 
gtftig,  bo^^aft. 

verdegrees  sb.  Qfcftnfpan. 


vernage  sb.  (feuriget)  to3fanifd)er  SSetn. 
vernyclesfc.:  Sftadjbilbung  b.(£t)rifti  (sdjtoetfj* 

tud)  (b.  f)Ig.  SSeronifa). 
vernysshe(n)  v.  ffcniffen;  ,fein[eifen"  (=  be- 

raufd^en). 
verray  adj.  loo^aft,  n)tt!(td);  rein;  jogar; 

-ly  adv. 
vers,  s.  &  pi,  $er§,  SSerfe;   -sifiour  sb. 


,  . 

vertu  sb.  Sugenb;  S&roft,  Srieb;  3 

fraft;  thurgh  v.  haft,  bermdge. 
verye  sb.  9lty,  SD^a^r  (?). 
vessel  sb.  ©efafe;  and^  folleftib  =  @efd$e. 
vestiment  sb.  ©etuanb. 
Vesulus  (Mount)  SSJlonte  SSifo. 
veyne   1.  sb.  $ene,  Slber;  v.-blood  sb. 

Siberia^.   2.  a^'.  f'/emj  eitel;  -glorie  sb. 


veze  sb.  Ungeftiim,  Sfnbrang. 
Via  Ap(p)ia:    §eerftra^e   fitbl.  b. 

baran  tatafomben  b.  alteften  (S^riften  (bon 

Ch.  fitr  £)rt§namen  ge^alten). 
viage  si.  ^Retfe,  f^aljrt. 
vicaire  sb.  9(mt§bertoefer;  -cary,  -ker  sb. 

^farrbifar. 

vigilies  sb.  pi  Sgigilien  (Sgorabenb  e.  $ejie§). 
viker  f.  vicaire. 
vileyns  adj.  fd)dnbUc^,  fd^ma^Iid);  ntebrtg, 

gentein;   un§iid)tig,  fiinb^aft;  -nye  sb. 


,  , 

!cit,   @cr)anbltd)!ett;   3iiebrig!ett;   speke, 

seye  v.  libel  reben,  befc^imbfen,  f^ma^en. 
vino'lent  adj.  mtt  SSetn  gefiillt,  trnnfen. 
viole  sb.  ^ijiole,  ^Itffyfyen. 
virelay   sb.    9fJingeIIieb    (mtt   etgenartiger 

9?eimftelhmg). 
Virgile  ^irgit,   bet  rom.  ^ic^ter,  $itf)ter 

2)ante§  auf  feiner  ^atjrt  burdj  §6Ile  u. 
viritoot  sb.  Xrab  (?).  [f^egfeuet. 

virytrate  sb.  §eje. 
visage  1.  sb.  ©cji^t,  Stntlt^.  2.  -(n)  v.  bie 

©tint  bieten,  entgegentreten. 
visioun  sb.  Srawngejidjt,  SSifion. 
visitacioun  sb.  SSefud). 
vitaille  1.  sb.  Sebengmittel,  ^unbbprrat, 

SBittualien.    2.  -(n)  v.  berbrobtantieren, 

mtt   £eben§mtttettt    berforgen;   -ier  sb. 

SSiftuau'enfyanbler. 
vitremyte  si.  (®Iag)^aube  (?). 
Vitulon  $itemo,  bolni[d)er  2«att)ematt!er 

(13.  31).). 

voirdit  sb.  Urteil,  ©utad^ten. 
volage  adj.  leid^tfertig,  bui)Ierifd). 
volatyl  si.  ©efliiget. 
volupe(e)r  sb.  ^aube,  Stodjtmiifje. 
vouche-sauf  v.  belieben,  gerulien,  geftatten. 
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voyde(n)  —  werchyng 


voyde(n)  v.  entleeren,  rdumen;  entfernen, 

fortfdjaffen;  yvoyded  ppt. 
voys  sb.  (Stimme;  ^uf;  guftimmung. 


Waat  3.  s.  pr.  (dial) 

wacche  sb.  28ad)t,  SBfidjtet. 

Wade :  norb.  £elb  (28ate  i.  ©ubrunliebeVff.)  ; 

W.'s  $oot:  gauberboot,  Slnfpiehmg  auf 

alte,  berlorene  ©age;  wade(n)  v.  burcfj* 

nwten;  fdjreiten;  brtngen. 
wafre  sb.  SBoffel;  waferere  sb.  SSaffel* 

fjdttbferin. 

waget  sb.  blaue  $arbe. 
wagges  3.  s.  pr.  (dial)  fdjtoonft. 
wake  1.  sb.  jjffiadjt;  f.  lych-w.;  w.-pleyes 

pi.  Setdjenfbiele:   2.  -(n)  si  v.  tuadjen; 

(ct)meden;  wook  pt.;  -ynges  pi 

walet  sb.  Steven,  Ouerfad. 
walked  (ppl?);  go  w.   gu  gu^ 

manbern. 
walwe(n)  v.  fid)  njal^cn. 
Walys  SSale^. 
wan  1.  od^'.  bleid) ;  biifter.  2.  p<.,  f.  wynne(n). 

3.  pme/.  =  ofme,  mi^;  f.  w.-hope,  etc. 
wane(n),  -ye(n)  v.  f^tninben,  abne^men. 
wange  sb.  SSange,  finnbade;  wang-tooth 

sb.  M  * "- 


wan  hope  sb.  §offnung§Iofig!eit, 

lung;  -trust  sb.  Sftifjtrauen;   f.  wan  3. 
wantown  adj.  fdjalffjaft;  iDoIIiiftig;  -nesse 

sb.  Sitftern^eit,  ©ejtert^eit 
wanye  f.  wane. 
war  adj.  Hug,  berftdnbig;  gemat)r;  to  be  w. 

adjtgeben,  bemerfen;  fid)  f)iiten,  ivarnen 

laffen;  a^nen;  f.  ware(n). 
warde  sb.  (Stetoarjrfam,  §aft;  Dbfjut. 
wardecors  sb.  Seibmdc^ter. 
warderere  inter j.  (fr§.)  gib  Ijinten  ad)t! 
wardeyn   sb.  filter,  28dd)ter;   SSorfte^er, 
wardrobe  sb.  Slammer.  [^5ire!tor. 

ware   1.  sb.  SSare.    2.   -(n)  v.  refl.  fid) 

^iiten,  in  ad)t  nerjmen;  merfen.   3.  W- 

@t  ndrbl.  b.  Sonbon. 
warente(n)  'v.  fdjii^en,  fidjern. 
warisshe(n),  -ice(n)  v.  fyeilen;  genefen. 
warne(n)  v.  anfiinbigen,  anfagen;  ftmrnen; 

tiorijerfagen. 

warnestoore(n)  v.  bejeftigen. 
waryangle  sb.  ^euntoter,  2Biirger. 
warye(n)  v.  berfludjen. 
wasshe(n)  si  v.  toafdjen,  reinigen;  wessh 

pi;  wasshe(n)  ppl 
wastel-bred  sb.  ^udjenbrot. 
wastour  sb.  ^erfdjfaenber,  =in. 
water  sb.  SSaffer;  by  w.  gu  28.  (V.  400: 


b.  I),  er  toarj  fie  iiber  SSorb);  to  w.  ju 

SB.   toerben;   -yng  vs&.  Srdn!e;   w.  of 

Seint  Thomas  :    (Sefttiffet    am   gtoeiten. 

2KeiIen|lem  auf  b.  SSege  narf)  Santetburt). 
watte  (eigtl.  Slbfurgung  t).  Walter)  bo^  !  (?), 
wax  f.  wexe(n). 
wayk  ad;,  fdjtuad). 
waymente(n)  v.  toeljftogen. 
wayte(n)  v.  marten,  abmarten,  crhjartcu; 

auf^affcn,  beobad)ten;  eriudgen,  gebcnlen. 
webbe  sb.  SSeber. 
wedde  1.  dal  (n.  wed);  to  w. 

2.  -(n)  v.  Ijeiraten. 
weder  sb.  ^Better. 
we(e)de  sb.  ©ehmnb. 
weel  adv.  (meift  betont  u.  i.  SRetm) 

gut,  glMid),  tiid)ttg  ufto.;  wel  (bef.  bor 

anbern5lbb.)  hjo^l,  gut,  t)iel,  fe^r,  juett; 

wel  ny  beinafje;  w.-farynge  gut  auv« 

geftattet. 
we(e)lde(n)  v.  in  ber  ©etoalt  fjaben,  iiber^ 

iDdltigen,  be^tuingen,  beljerrfd^en;  welte. 

weelded  pi;  -yng(e)  vsb.  ©emalt. 
weene  f.  wene(n). 
weep  f.  wepe(n). 
weerieth  3.  s.  pr.  ermiibct. 
weet  adj.  na^;  wete  pi 
weex  f.  wexe(n). 
wehee  inter  j.  Ijilji!  (toie^etn). 
weigh  te  f.  wighte. 
weilaway,  weylaway  interj.  toefje  ! 
wel  f.  weel. 

welde,  welte  f.  weelde(n). 
wele  sb.  ©Hid,  ©eligfeit;  28ot)lftanb; 

-ful  adj.  gludltd),  feltg. 
welked  adj.  (ppl)  toelf. 
welkne  sb.  SSoIfe,  ^immel. 
welle  sb.  Ouelle;  ^8runnen;  Urfad^e,  llr= 


wem  sb.  %\ed,  ©djaben;  wemmelees  adj. 

unbeflecft. 
wende(n)  v.  fid)  toenben;  geljen,  fdjrciteit, 

(tueiter)    gie^en;    berge^en;   wente    pt. 

(f.  goon);  went  ppt.;  Dgl.  wene(n). 
we(e)ne(n)  v.  md^nen,  meinen;  ertuarten; 

wende  pi;  wend  ppt. 
wepe(n)  si  v.  meinen;  weep,  wepte  pt.; 

wopen  ppl 
wep(e)ne  sb.  28affe. 
werche(n),  werke(n)  v.  (be)ttnrfen,   Ijait* 

beln,  tun,  fd)affen,  atbeiten;  derfabren, 

betreiben,   au§fiit)ren;   errid)ten;   antutt, 

gufiigen;  wroghte  pi;  (y)wroght  ppt.-; 

werkes  (dial.)   3.  s.  pr.  mad)t  (=en)  §u 

fd)affen;  -er  sb.  Stater,  Soltttmget;  -yng 

vsb.  ^reiben,  Sat. 


were(n)  —  woful 


were(n)  1.  2.  s.  pt.,  pi.  pt.,  conjtv.  pt.  bou 

bee(n).  2.  v.  (fid))  toefyreu.  3.  v.  tragen, 

anijaben;  wered(e)  pt.;  wered  ppt. 
werk  sb.  28er!,  Arbeit;  2Rttf}e,  ©orge;  f. 

sette(n) ;  -e(n),  -er  f.  werche(n). 
•werne(n)  v.  berft>etgeru. 
werre   sb.  trteg;   -eye(n)  (-ei-)  v.  ®rieg 

fftljren,  befriegen,  be!dmbfen,  fief)  ftriber* 
wers(e)  comp.  fajltmmer,  fdjledjter.    [fefcen. 
werte  sb.  SSarge. 
wesele,  wez-  sb.  SStefel   (14225   fdlfd)l. 

filr  ftj.  vivre  =  SSiper). 
wessh  f.  wasshe(n). 
wete  1.  sb.  9Wiffe.   2.  pZ.  ad;'.,  f.  weet. 
wette(n)  v.  ndffeu,  aufeucrjten;  ywet  pp*. 
wex  so.  28ad)3. 
wexe(n)  st.  v.  tvad)fen,  guuefymeu;  tuerbeu; 

wax,  weex  pi.;  (y)woxe(n)  ppt. 
wey-  f.  aud)  wei-. 
wey,  -e  1.  so.  28eg,  SRetfe;  2lrt,  28eife 

(f.  furlong,  leeste,  oother).  2.  adv.  toeg, 
weye(n)  v.  tmegen.  [fort. 

weyve(n)   v.    (ab^eidjjeu,   metben,    ber* 

fdjmdtyeu,  berlaffen. 
wesele  f.  wes-. 
wha  (dial )  prn.  =  who. 
whan,  -ne  adv.  cfe  cow;,  tuann,  toenn;  aid. 
what   1.  pm.  interr.  &  rel.  toad,   Jfai  filr 

cm;  what  .  .  that  berjenige  .  .  meli^er, 

roeldjer  .  .  aitrf)  immer;  what  .  .  what 

tciS  . .  teiK.  2.  wter;.  fye !  ei !  3.  adv.  nun. 
wheither  1.  pm.   toelc^er  (bon  beiben). 

2.  co?^;.  ob  (..  ober);  bgl.  wher  2. 
Avhelkes  s&.  pZ.  ^idel,  2lu§toud)fe. 
whelp  sb.  $imge3  (e.  Sier§),  ^iinblein. 
whenne,  -es  adv.  uon  hwnnen,  rtjot)er. 
wher,  -e  1.  adv.  too,  toofyht;  wher-as  adv. 

tflofelbft;    conj.    tooljingegen,    it)d!)renb. 

2.  cow;.,  gfgeg.  au§  wheither  (f.  o.)  ob  uftu. ; 

wh.-so  ob  . .  audj. 
•whete  si.  SSetgen. 
which  pm.  iwferr.  &  rel  toeldjer,  ber  (aud^ 

b.  ^erfonen),  toa§;  whiche  dai.  &  pi; 

which  a  HJO§  fur  eiu;  the  wh.,  wh.  that 

rel;   the  whiche    (that)   flekt.;  wh.  as 

ioeidier  . .  nur. 

whider  adv.  juo^in;  wh.-ward  adv.  beSgl. 
while  1.  s&.  SSeile;  9JJut)e;  quite,  .wh.  fid) 

rdd)en   (an).    2.   cony,    toafjrenb;   (the) 

whiles  (gen.),  whil,  whil  that  beSgl.; 

whilom  (dat.  pi)  adv.  bor  Batten,  (ber=) 

einft,  ctnmal;  whil-eer  adv.  border,  bor= 
whilk  pm.  (dial)  =  which.  [mate. 

whippeltree  sb.  tornelfirfdjbaum. 
whistle  sb.  ®urgel,  fte^e. 
whit  adj.  n?ei§;   white  fkkt.  &  adv.;  sb. 


SBeijjtoein;  whyte  paternoster: 

fotntel;    whitnesse   sb.    SBetfee,    (bad) 

28ei|  (^arbe  b.  Silie). 
who  interr.  toer;   whos  gfew.,  whom  dat. 

&  ace.  (biefe  aitdj  rel.). 
whyne(n)  v.  toinfeln,  nnetjern. 
widwehode  sb.  SKittoeuftanb ;  f.  wydwe. 
wight  1.  aft.  2Bid)t,  ^obolb;  ^5erfon;  ^enfd), 

SBefen;  SSeildjett,  Slugenbltd;  every  w. 

jebermann;  no  w.  niematib.  2.  ad;,  ge* 

hjanbt,  fltn!. 

wighte,  weighte  sb.  ©etoid)t;  fiaft. 
wikke,   -ed   adj.    bofe,   fdjlimm,  fd)Ied)t, 

falfd^;   w.  nest  =  ftj.  mau  (mal)  nid; 

f.  Mawny. 
wil,  wyl,  wille  sb.  SBille,  SSunfd) ;  SSege^r, 

S3elteben;  53ereitfc^aft,  Slbfic^t;  wil  pr.  s. 

f.  wol;    wilful  adj.,  -ly  adv.  freitoillig, 

bereittoillig;    t>artudc!tg;    -fulnesse   sb. 

©tgeutuine,   £)aBftarrig!eit;    wille(n)  v. 

irollen,  bege^ren;  wilne(n) 

bereit  feiu. 
wilde,  wy-  ad;,  toilb,  toll;  w.  fir  1. 

lauf  (®ranK)eit).   2.   gried)if 

I6fd)Itd)eg)  fteuer  (V.  5955).  3.  brenneube 

©toirttuofeu  (V.  18582). 
Wilkyn  SStlfe  (Semmutib  b.  William). 
William  28ilf>elm;  V.  324  28.  b.  (groberer. 
wirche(n),  wirke(n)  v.  miten,  berrtdjten, 

fyaubem  ufto.;   f.  werche(n);   wirkyng 

vsb.  £dtig?eit. 
wise,  wyse  1.  so.  SSeife,  5lrt;  double  w. 

gtotefad).  2.  ad;',  pi,  f.  wys. 
wisly  adv.  getui^Itd)),  mat)r(Iid));  f.  wys; 

wisely  f.  wys. 

wisse(n)  v.  toeifen,  beletjreu,  unterrid)ten; 
wist(e)  f.  wite(n).  [leiten. 

wit  sb.  28%  ©eift,  SBerftaub,  (Stun;  Urteil, 

^berteguug. 
wite  f.  wyte. 
wite(n)  p^.-pr.  tttiffeu,  leuneu,  erfat)reu; 

woot  s.  pr.,   wite(n)  pi  pr.;  wiste  pi; 

wist   (wyst)   pptf.,   ad;.   be!aunt;   -yng 

vsb.  28iffeu;  -yngly  adv.  totffeutltd). 
with  prp.  mit,  bei;  bou,  burd)  iifto.;   -al, 

-alle  adv.  gugleid),  gumal,  babet ;  -h  olde(  n ) 

v.  fejl-,  jurficf^aJten;  befyatteu,  auf^alteu; 

-holde(n)  pp^.;  -seye(n)  tmberftoredjen; 

ableugneu;  -stonde(n)  v.  toibctpc^en. 
witnesse  sb.  3eitgui3;  w.  (ob.  conjtv.  pr. 

b.  witnessen)  on:  baffit  §eugt,   ba§  be* 
wlatsom  adj.  abfdjeulid^.  [toeift. 

wo  1.  sb.  28elj,  Seib,  jammer,  ©c^merg. 

2.  ad;',   icet),  letb,  befiimmert;    -bigon 

lueT)  (um§  §etg),    ttje^etfullt;   -ful  ad;. 

fummerboil,  jammertjaft. 
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wode  —  y-fetered 


wode  si.  £0*3 ;  2Mb;  -bynde  si.  dteifr* 

blatt;  -(oo)  craft  si.  SSeibmannSbraud) ; 

-dowye  si.  SSalbtaubc;  tigl.  wood, 
wol,  wil  pt.-pr.  ttrill,  hjuitfdie,  beabfidjtige 

(angutun  ufft?.);  toerben  (cd§  $ut.);  wolt, 

wilt  2.  s.  pr.;  wol(e),  wil,  woln  pi.  pr.; 

wole    conjtv.  pr.;    wolde    pt.    toollte, 

itmnfdjte,  mocfyte;    wo(o)ld  ppt.;  togl. 

wille(n). 

wombe  si.  £eib,  SBaud),  SBatijt. 
womman  si.  $rau;  w.-hede  si.  SBeiblidj- 

leit;  w.  -ly  adj.  tueiblid);  w.-thral  si. 

<5!ta&in;  wommen  pi.,  -es  gen. 
wonder   1.   si.  SSimber.   2.  adj.  &  adv. 

ttnmber  .  .t  itmnberbar,  erftaunlid),  ^o^ft; 

-ly  adv. 
wone  1.  si.  ®eft>of)nl)eit,  58raud).  2.  -(n) 

v.  ttjofynen,  ^aufen;  getootjnen;  be  woned 

gemoijnt  fern,  pflegen;  -yng  vsl.  28o^ 

nung,  =fta'tte;  ugl.  woon. 
wonger  si.  (®opH$iffett. 
wonne(n)  f.  wynne(n). 
wood  adj.  tpiitenb,  rafenb,  gormg;  toa^n- 

finnig,  *toi^ig;   -ly  adv.  l)eftig;   -nesse 

si.  SSut,  3otnr  SBo^nJinn;  wo(o)de(n) 

v.  rafen,  toben,  irre  teben;   tjgl.  wode. 
woon  si.  (£tnfamfett,  35erfted;   wones  pi 

SSe^aufung  (f.  wone). 
woot  f.  wite(n). 
wopen  f.  wepe(n). 
word  si.  SSott  ufm.;  f.  au<^  ord. 
world  si.  2Mt;  SBeltanf^auung;  SebenS- 
worm  si.  SSurm,  Snfeft;  Sc^Iange.    [luft. 
worship(e)  si.  SBiirbe,  Stnfe^en;  -ful  adj. 

toiirbtg,  e^tenboH. 

wort  si.  l.  ®raut,  ©emiife.  2.  35iertoiir§e. 
worth  1.  s&.  SBert;  -y  adj.  toiixbtg;  toadfer, 

brat).  2.  adj.  tuert.    3.  3.  s.  pr.  ix»irb  (t>. 

worthen);  w.  upon  fietgt  auf. 
wovvke,  wyke  si.  SSodje. 
wowe(n)  v.  freiett,  iuerben. 
woxen  f.  wexe(n). 
wrak  si.  SStad. 
wrang  (dial)  adj.  f.  wrong, 
wrappe(n)  v.  emfjutten. 
wrastle(n)  v.  rtngen,  !a'm^fen. 
wratthe(n)  v.  ergiirnen. 
wravv  adj.  argetlid);  -ful  adj.  Derbriepc^, 

umnutig;  -nesse  si.  SBerbrtepdjIett,  Un= 

mut. 
wrecche  1.  si.  ©leuber^e,  Ungludltdier,  *e. 

2.  adj.,  -ed  adj.  elenb,  jamnterboll,  un* 

gludfelig:   -ednesse  si.  @Ienb;  elenbe§ 

3eug,  Unfinn. 
wreche  si.  9tad)e,  ©trafe. 
wreke(n)  st.  v.  rdd)en;  wreke(n)  ppt. 


wrenches  si.  pi.  gfJcmfe,  tniffc. 

wrethe  si.  Sfrang. 

wreye(n)  v.  berroten,  entfjiiHen. 

wrighte  si.  §anbtt?er!er. 

write(n)  st.  v.  fd^retben,  befd)reiben;  writ 

3.  s.  pr.  (auc^  si.:  ©djrift);  wroot  ^.  - 

write  conjtv.  pt.;  write(n)  ppt. 
writhyng  vsl.  3)rel)uug. 
wroght(e)  f.  werchen,  wirchen. 
wrong  1.  si.  Unrest  u[tt).  2.  adj.  uuvedit, 

fal|5-  3.  (oo)  pt.  f.  wrynge(n). 
wrooth  adj.  gorrtig,  bofe;  feinblid);  wrothe 
wrote(n)  v.  (auf)ttmf)Ien.  [pi. 

wrye(n)  v.  1.  einljullen,  bebeden;  (y)wrye 

ppt.  2.  fid)  toenbeu,  bre^en. 
wrynge(n)  st.  v.  ringen,  (fid^)  rctuben; 

briicfen;  wro(o)ng  pt. 
wy-  f.  aud)  wi-. 
wy  inter  j.  et!  l^ui! 
wyd  adj.  luett,  geraumtg;  wyde  pi.  &  adv.- 

-where  adv.  meit  unb  breit. 
wyd  we  si.  SStttoe;  f.  widwe-. 
wyf  si.  %xau,  SBeib,  e^efrau,  §au8ftauj: 

wyves  gen.  <fe  pZ.,  wyve  dat.;  wyfhode 

si.  S^eftanb;   -lees  efjeloS,  of)ttc  ^rau; 

-ly  adj.  frauenljaft,  eyelid). 
wyke  f.  wowke. 
wyl  f.  wil.  —  wyle  si.  Sift. 
wylwe  (wylugh)  si.  3Beibe(nbaum). 
wympul  si.  ^opftuc^,  9£onnen[d)Ieter. 
wynde(n)  st.  v.  (fid))  ttmtben,  bre^en;  eiu- 

mtdeln,   4iiHen;    wyndas   si.   SBinbe; 

-yng(e)  vs&.  SSinbung. 
wynne(n)  si.  v.   geminnen,   erobern;   er^ 

merben,  berbienen,  erlangen;  wan  pt.; 

(y)wonne(n)  ppi.;   -yng  vsl. 


wynsynge  a^'.  (ppr.)  fliid)ttg,  fc^eu. 
wynter  si.  SStnter;  Scmt;  many  wyntres 

space  mondjeS  ^al^r  ^inburd). 
wys  «rf;.  1.  (y)  tocifc,  !Iug;   wise,   wyse 

flekt.;  si.  (ber)  9Betfe;  wisely  adv.  rpctfc; 

tiicl)ttg.  2.  (y)  «^'.  <fe  a^v.  getui^  itdjer; 

wisly  adv.  (f.  o.);   wyse  si.  f.  o.  (-i-). 
wyte,  wite  1.  si.  SSormurf,  @d>ulb.  2.  -(n) 

v.  anflagen,  tabeln. 

Y  a)  ate  ^8o!al  (f.  aud)  i-). 

y-$orftlbe  =  ge*,  ^dufig  bor  7^.,  aud)  Dor 
inf.;  f.  meift  ba§  (Simple  j;  y-barred  pt 
geftreift;  -bleynt  f.  bleynte;  -clenched 
genietet;  -corve(n)  f.  kerve(n);  -coupled 
ge|)aart;  -coyned  gepragt;  -cristned 
getauft;  -dight  gefdjmiidt,  gegiert;  -do 
f.  do(on);  -dropped  bene|t;  -fetered 


v-flatered  —  Zanzis 
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gefeffelt;  -flatered  um[d)meid)ett;  -forged 
gebrdgt;  -fostred  erutifyrt,  er^ogen; 
-fynde  inf.  f.  fynde;  -glewed  cmgeleimt; 
-grounde  f.  grynde(n);  -growen  ge= 
toad)fen;  -heere  inf.  f.  heere(n);  -herd 
befyaart;  -knowe(n)  inf.  erfennen,  iinter- 
fd)ciben;^.ge!annt;-ladf.lede(n);-lymed 
geleimt,  gef  cmgen ;  -meynd  gemifdjt ;  -pik 
ed  cmSgetefen;  -plesed  befrtebigt;  -pur- 
filed  berbrcimt;  -reke  jufomtnengefdjarrt; 
-sailed  geHart;  -scald(ed)  berbriif)t;  -se 
inf.  f.  see(n) ;  -sene  adj.  (ppt.)  ftdjtbar 
(ebb.);  -stert  f.  sterte(n);  -sweped  ge= 
fegt;  -swonke  f.  swynke(n);  -teyd  ge* 
bunben,  gefdjniirt;  -thanked  gebon!t; 
-trespassed  gefiinbigt;  -warned  ge* 
toarnt;  -wounded  berttmnbet;  -wympled 
(wel)  tnit  (fdjonem)  Stopftudj. 

ydel  adj.  miifjig,  trage;  in  y.  bergeben3, 
umfonft,  unnufc;  -nesse  sb.  gftiifjiggang. 

ydiot  sib.  einfdltiger  3Renfd);  make  an  y. 
of  betoren,  pm  beften  Ijaben. 

ydole  sb.  ©o|e;  -lastre  sb.  ®o|enbiener. 

ye  f.  (e)ye. 

yfayth  (=  in  f.)  adv.  traun. 

yfeere  adv.  jufammen. 

yle  s6.  Snfel. 

yliche,  ylyk,  -e  0^7.  &  adv.  gletd) ;  bgl.  lik. 

Ylion  ).  I-. 

ymage  sb.  SSUbmer!;  (aftrolog.)  fjigur; 
-ginacioun  s&.  SSorfteKung,  dinbilbitng; 
-ginatyf  ad/./  been  y.  fidj  borftcllen, 
berntuten;  -gine(n)  w.  fi(^  einbilben,  au§* 
finbig  marfjen,  erbenfen;  -ginyng  vs&. 
5tbbilbung. 

Ymeneus  ^)t)men(au§),  ©ott  b.  $ermcttjlung. 

ympe  sb.  @^ro^,  SRei§. 

yngot  f.  ing-. 

ynogh,  ynow  «d;.  <fe  adv.  genitg,  t)tn= 
reidjenb;  ynowe  ^Z. 

Ypermystra  ^>t)toermneftra;  f.  L.G.W. 
2562  ff. 

Ypocras  1.  Jpibtoofrate^,  berittjmter  griecf). 
Sltjt  (geb.  um  400  b.  ©^r.).  2.  y-  sft.;  e. 
9ttt  SBiitjtoein,  nad^  §.  bencmnte§  §et5* 
ftdrfiing^mittel. 

ypocrisie,  -ye  »&.$eudjelei;  -crite,  -yte  s&. 
^eitc^Ier,  ©lei^ner. 

Ypolita  ^ttotool^ta,  SCmojonenldnigin. 

Ypotys:  legenbett^afte  (Srga^Iung  (mit  Ipo- 
medon,  b.  ^clbcn  e.  9ftttergebid)t§,  ber* 
it»e(f)[elt?). 

Ypres  |)toern 

Ysaye  ^efnia,  b. 


-  [13. 


bel 


pipe(n);    herb-yve  sb. 
bgl 


Ysidre  3itboru3,  S3i[d).  b.  ©ebitta,  ca.  570 
bi§  640;  git.  ©djriften:  'Sententiarum 
libri',  'Etymologicarum  liber'  U.  a. 

Ytaille  Stalien. 

3-  [7-  3W  u.  $re3btyter 
yvel  1.  adj.  libel;  -e  adv. 
yvy  sb.  ©feu; 

(Srbefeu. 
ywis  adv.  genrifc,  jtdjjerlid), 

wys  2. 

b)  at§  $onfonant  (bgl  g-). 
yaf  |".  yeve(n). 
ye  1.  pm.  nom.  ifyr;  yow  (-u)  ace.  & 

2.  adv.  ja,  furiualjr,  nun. 
yeddynges  pi  ©e[cmg  bon  Siebern. 
yede  pt.  ging,  !am;  f.  go. 
yeer  sb.  gafyr;  yeer,  yeres  pi. 
yelde(n)  st.  v.  geben,  auf*,  ^in= 

geben ;  abftatten ;  God  yelde  ©. 

yolden  ppt.;  -dyng(e)  vsb.  ©rtrag" 
yeldehalle  sb.  9?att)au§  (@i^  b.  ©tlben). 
yelpe(n)  v.  t>rat)Ien. 
yelw(e),  -ow  ad?',  gelb,  blonb. 
yeman  sb.  fyreifaffe,  freier  Waiter;  (freier) 

^ienftmann,    @d)ii^e;    -ly    adv.    nac^ 

©djiijjenart;  f.  yomanrye. 
ye(e)rd  1.  sb.  §oj,  ©arten.  2.  -e  sb.  ®erte, 

Slute,  ©tab;  (Site  (SRajj). 
yerne  ad?.  <fc  adv.  frifc^,  teb^aft;  eilig. 
yeve(n),  yive(n)  [fo  i.  torn]  s<.  v.  geben; 

yif  impt.;   yaf  (gaf)  pt.  s.,  yaven  pZ.; 

yeve(n)  (yiven)  pp<.;  -ere  s&.  ©eber. 
yexe(n)  v.  fi^tuden, 
yif,  yive(n)  f.  yeve(n). 
yifte  sb.  ©abe,  (Sefdjenf. 
yis  adv.  ja. 

yit  adv.  nod)  (iegt);  as  y 
yolden  f.  yelde(n). 
yolle(n)  v.  briilten,  getten. 
yomanrye  sb.   frete  S3mtern[d)aft;   estaat 

of  y.  @tonb  aB  freier  S3auer;  f.  yeman. 
yon  prn.  jener;  -d  adv.  bort;   -der  pm. 

&  adv.  jener;  bort. 
yo(o)re  adv.  bormate,  frufjer,  lange  (fjer); 

y.  ago   bor  tonger  ,3C«;   ful  y.  fd>on 

Idngft;  of  tyme  y.  in  friifjerer  fteit. 
youlyng  vsb.  (Stefyeiti,  $yawmergef(^ret. 
youre  pm.,  ad;,  eft  s&.  euer,  b.  eurige;  -es 
yow  f.  ye.  [pm.  sb. 


Zakarie  (Sad)ar|a,  b.  § 

Zanzis  Seuji^  griec^.  Staler  (—  400  b.^r.). 
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Einleitung.  S  4:  Zl.  7  1.  23  (24  inch  Gen.  Prol.);  Zl.  10  1.  12918  fi.  $  14:  Engl. 
stud.  47,  338  ff.  §21:  v.  Diirings.  —  Text,  a)  Druckfehler  und  Textbesserungen. 
1049:  yehve  (G.).  1945:  Ne  [of].  3044:  tfmt.  3086:  moste.  4291:  graspeth.  4568: 
Soiourned.  4847:  fmt.  5318:  2tes  cWW  zu  streichen.  6287,  6315,  8325,  9253,  18990, 
19083,  19253:  j)  fehlt.  5814:  ShaL  6987  ffor.  7449:  to  f.  vor  Crist.  7469:  withhym. 
8608:  ts  an.  10078:  a  f.  vor  gentil-womman.  10725:  Amydde.  11475:  yvoyded. 
12413:  thoughte.  13596:  doppelt  gezahlt.  13871  :(i)f.  14109:  2tes  of  zu  sir.  S.  275, 
Zl.  4:  1.  (3).  S.  277  oben:  14229.  144331.  (3)  st.  (o).  15028:  man.  15060:  nathe- 
lets.  Uber  15479:  de  Cipro.  15860:  man.  Uber  16259:  Inuoc&cio.  16906:  leeste. 
17080:  Ylike.  17736:  foer*.  18146:  (6')  f.  18603:  gentillesse.  18728:  *s  spiritual. 
18741:  (I)  f.  vor  Eek  if  a  man.  19016:  tfce  benefice.  19391:  (1)  f.  vor  Agayns 
the  seconde.  —  b)  Grammatisch  u.  graphisch:  1410:  al[\].  2853:  good[e\.  4447 '/8: 
fcwjse],  5404:  spak[e].  6126:  0/ite[n].  9929:  wam/[e].  13939,  14220,  '664:  a?[le]. 
14145:  profit^].  14493,  '600,  18637:  neighebor[z\.  15933:  /on^[ej.  —  End-<?  hinzu- 
zusetzen:  1187,  1705,  5495,  6722,  9100,  118481.  bitwixe.  1521:  manye.  3112,3673: 
moot*.  3307:  wente.  5053:  oure.  8558:  Hist?.  14006:  some.  —  GroBe  Anfangs- 
buchstaben:  3117,  '25:  jfiTnyghtes.  641  Iff.,  7227 ff.:  /frere.  6809:  Somonour.  7172: 
Lord.  15565:  Jfonk.  —  Klein:  1374:  Aereos  (heres  CPL.,  hercos  H.4)  [=  spcoc;  ma- 
ladye  of  h.  £iebe§fcan?l)eit;  s.  auch  Glossarj.  —  c)  Interpunktion ;  Komma  fehlt  hinter: 
2282  debonair e,  5962  honde,  6015  neer,  7246  vor  <?r;  hinter  9554  reson,  10992  spckest, 
11963  ntoone,  13774  heed,.  Zu  streichen  hinter:  12902  s«v,  19173  leccherie.  — 
Komma  statt;:  2129  hym-self,  18844  iaperes,  19260  messagers,.  Punkt  f.  8800.  — 
Anfuhrungsstriche  f.  hinter:  7771  #r&f,  8191  -lawe?',  12461  fotffee',  17965  swyue', 
18945  corage\  —  Bindestriche  f.:  24  in-to,  1080  vp-sterte,  1243,  2474,  2844  som-tyme, 
2505  There-as,  2642  «?«-fo,  9800  gentil-man,  10433  foure~and-twenty,  11166  Where 
as,  12051  out-sprong,  13171,  17705  any-thyng,  13898  Al-thmigh,  14461  ouer-large, 
18865  haly-dayes,  18973  bonde-men.  —  Abbrechung:  3  lic-our,  813  gouem-our,  5509 
hon-our,  6471  dam-our;  248  vit-aille,  1609,  1853  bat-aille-,  490  suf fa-ounce,  1315, 
7306  pen-awnce,  1316  obseru-aunce,  4408  acquit-once,  '20  susten-ance,  4636  auant- 
age,  '59  baron-age,  4786  herit-agc\  4393  conuert-ible,  3841,  4126  an-swerd(e),  14597 
reguir-ynge,  18341  Bern-ard.  —  d)  Metrische  Zeichen  zu  erganzen.  a)  -e  verstummt: 
245,  11635:  7i«^.  808:  Trffe.  1528:  fead!rfe.  2777,  3202:  Jfton?.  2992:  mceuere. 
3803:  fr%er«.  3923:  millere.  50:  haly-dayes.  4976:  //toArc.  6466:  ridynge.  6717: 
lynage.  6924:  acqueyntance.  7170:  &»/br«  (od.  *A«).  8328:  sadnesse.  9046,  12217: 
fe««r6.  9552:  mariage.  9850:  «eyf.  11377:  hyeste.' '919:  made.  12007:  Swiche.  '231: 
Cornf.  '876:  felaweship(e) .  '957:  fo^.  13652:  &mtf/&.  14681:  bryngeth.  16330: 
Myndnesse.  —  p)  -e  lautet:  1706:  m'<&.  2134:  kempe.  2405:  tomonce.  3953:  hadde. 
623Q:blynde.  11348:  plantt.  '736:  ntanye.  '874:  euere.  1359Q:  yonc/e.  14752:  herkne. 
15469 :owene.  16627:  humble.  17472:  r/?te.  —  »)  Verschleiftmgen:  1109:  Tiy~*eterne. 
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6253:  Valerie^ and.  16234:  contrarie^hir(e)  Besser(?):  1499:  rise[n]  .  .  looketh. 
4504:  That^is  so.  5411:  [to]  receyuen.  6085,  6107:  Hwtsbonde.  —  Lesartcn  zu  V. 
1401:  16553,  565.  1761:  $$.5080,9862,  etc.  2007:  07:  bgt  6351.  3032:  fcfll.  1886, 
etc.  3442:  [togl.  ..3839].  4082:  (JoJmrc  H.4).  4338:  beSgl.  ..  16707/09.  4457:  [bgl. 
4631:  dgl.  3855,  etc.  5060  (st.  4060).  5060:  *gl  17&,  986#,  etc.  5135:  togl. 
5280:  [t>gl.  11673}.  5764:  [&gl.  .  .  787Jf].  6172:  Ogl.  6600}.  6441:  Dgl.  9619. 
7587:  87:  [DgL  18693 ff.]  (falschl.  bei  84).  7783:  [togt.  9375]  (falschl.  bei  74).  8871  ff.: 
[Ugl.  18614].  9071—6  fytttet  9088.  10103:  [bgl.  644i,  etc.].  11673:  5280,  etc.  12442: 
»gi.  19060 f.  12528:  dgl  19027f.  12574:  [bgl.  18761J.  12599:  fcgl.  12654.  12775: 
vn-^o.  12915:  15:  *§\.  9191.  I3081ff.:  81ff.:  bgl.  15698ft.  13134:  34  (nicht  35). 
13491  ff.:  [Dffenb.  XIV,  3—4].  13937:  &$.  14040].  14103:  [togl.  SRfifcnet  IT,  etc.]. 
1.  14668.  15229:  (=  15237).  15937/8:  [bgl.  1?295J6].  16299:  99:  bgl.  506112. 
16533:  /I>at7.  18208:  08  [togl.  19279].  18336:  bgl.  18 587 /f.  18614:  bgl.  887ifF. 
18761:  61  (st.  60).  19113:  13 f.  (st.  14).—  Glossar:  array:  auch  £tad)t.  Uisse(n)\ 
.auch  hlesse(n).  boot  1.  s&.  55oot.  2.  jpf.  f.  byte(n).  compleynt(e):  auch  ®foge.  costlewe. 
flayn  ppt.  gefd)unbcn.  feawv  f.  hey-.  Tmfy  f.  hali.  hereos:  s.  o.  V.  1374.  hevynesse: 
,auch  <Srfinjerfanig!ett.  ^i^^rf:  auch  ro^,  gemcm.  —  Nachtrag.  S.  256,  oben:  B  st.  -F. 


C.  F.  Wintersche  Bnchdruckerei. 
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